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FAMILIES 


In the past few years the issue of family values has been talked by politicians, 
ministers and those of us who think the world is going to the dogs. 


But family has always been the most important thing in every ordinary 
person’s life as is testified to by the stories told in the following pages. 


Grandmothers and Grandfathers are very important to the family. They pass 
on to our children values, traditions, wisdom and information that would 
otherwise be lost. 


We thank all our neighbors for sharing their lives with us. We see in all of us 
the influence of their culture and ethnic backgrounds. And by their example 
and perseverance these families have set the stage for future generations. 


ABBOTT, J.T. “BUTCH” 


Four Generations 
Leon, J. T. (Butch), Bobby and L. J. Abbott 


J.T. “Butch” Abbott, 1898 to 1979. 

One of four brothers to settle in San Angelo in the 
early thirties, Butch’’, his wife Pauline, and 
children Leon and Lamoine arrived in 1931 after 
living in Truscott, Texas, for several years. 

Butch went to work for Fred Northcutt in a 
grocery store that was located on North Main 
Street, San Angelo. The first Abbott Brothers’ store 
was at Beauregard and Adams Streets. The second 
store was south of the Oakes Street bridge. Later, 
Bart and Doc opened their store on Van Buren at 
Caddo, and J.A. had a store in the 1700 block of 
Beauregard. Butch Abbott became owner of the 
Little Mexico Cafe at Avenue A and South 
Chadbourne in the early forties. Later he opened a 
cafe on Irving, which he named Lamoine’s Spanish 
Restaurant. 

Lamoine, the daughter of Butch and Pauline, has 
three children: Paula, Cay, and Todd Helton. 
Lamoine and her husband were partners with the 
John Dublins in building the Riverside Golf Course. 

Since 1967, Lamoine has been an antique dealer 
in San Angelo. Currently she has “D”’ Antiques, a 
co-op shop. She also is partner with her daughter 
Paula in an enterprise called Concho Confetti. “D” 
Antiques is a restored 1916 cottage, with out- 
buildings. Concho Confetti is a 1920’s restored 
service station and motor company building made 
into an antique shop and snack bar in downtown 
San Angelo. 

by Rebecca Alexander 


ABBOTT, LEON T. 


A future mayor of San Angelo was born June 4, 
1921, in Hastings, Oklahoma. He and his family 
moved to Truscott, Texas, in 1925 and Leon at- 
tended grade school there through the fifth grade. 
He is the son of Pauline and Butch Abbott. 

In 1931 the family moved to San Angelo. Leon 
finished school there and attended one year of San 
Angelo Junior College. During that period, he 
worked for his father in the grocery business, and 
later worked at Mathis Air Force Base during part 
of World War II. He was an aircraft sheet metal 
mechanic. 

On April 30, 1943, Leon and Mildred O. Luther 
were married, and from that union came four 


children: Bobby Lee, Guy Leon, Mary Louise 
(Beitler) and Lonnie Joe. 

October 15, 1944 a grocery store known as 
Abbott’s Supermarket was purchased by Leon. 
The supermarket is currently located at 1505 
South Chadbourne, San Angelo. 

Later, he owned and operated a stock farm east of 
San Angelo. In 1962, Leon T. Abbott was elected 
City Commissioner of San Angelo. In 1964, he was 
elected Mayor, and then stepped down in 1966. 

Since 1981, when he bought the Mayfield Country 
Store near Juno, Texas, in the northern part of Val 
Verde County on Highway 163, he has divided his 
time between San Angelo and his Val Verde County 
interests. 

For many years, Leon and his wife Mildred have 
lived at 114 Lipan Drive in San Angelo. Together 
they have been active in church, civic affairs, and 
carrying on the tradition of his father and uncles in 
accommodating the people of San Angelo with high 
quality grocery buying and selling. 

by Rebecca Alexander 


ADAMS - PRUITT 
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S. E. “Skinny” Adams - 1930 
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Elsie Pruitt Adams - 1930 


Stanley Edward Adams was born February 14, 
1910 in Robert Lee, Coke County, Texas, to John 
Noel Killingsworth Adams and Martha Edward 
Swann Adams. 

The first trip I made to San Angelo that I 
remember was in 1914. Iremember the trip very well 
because I got to ride the streetcar, and the con- 
ductor set me up and let me push the key, and we 
rode it to the end of the line and back. I remember 
hanging onto my Dad’s hand and looking down; I 
could look under the swinging door of the saloons 
and was intrigued by the crash of the pool and billiard 
balls. I was also awed by the shod horses’ hooves 
going, “clack, clack, clack,” on the wooden brick 
pavement. 

I went to work there in 1927 for Tom Green 
County Abstract Company. During the next two 
years, we built the Stroman Abstract Company 
plant, and I went with the Stroman Abstract 
Company when it was opened in the fall of 1928. 
Talso served as Deputy County Clerk under James 
B. Keating, longtime County Clerk of Tom Green 
County, a moon-lighting job. 

Christmas, 1928, I moved back to Robert Lee 
and established my own business, Security Abstract 
and Title; also served as deputy sheriff and tax 
collector for Coke County. 

On December 10, 1932, I married Elsie Pruitt, a 
daughter of W.B. and Alice Pruitt, who came to 
Tom Green County around the turn of the century. 
Elsie was born March 15, 1906 on a farm 4.5 miles 
southeast of Miles, between Miles and Lowake. 
William Benjamin “Bill’’ Pruitt, born June 17, 
1881, at Moffit, Texas, died February 14, 1947, 
San Angelo, Texas, and Alice Wakefield Pruitt, 
born 1880, died June 14, 1970, at San Angelo, 
Texas, both are buried in Miles Cemetery. 

Elsie attended Concho School, Home Sweet 
Home School, Miles School and graduated from high 
school at Howard Payne Academy, where she 
received her B.A. degree in 1930. The first school 
she taught was Klattenhoff; she taught there three 
years before coming to Robert Lee to teach in 1932. 
We moved to San Angelo in 1949 to send Stanley 
to high school and I opened an office in the 
McBurnett Building, now City Savings Building, 
with L.E. Scherck and Lou Morris; later we moved 
our office to the Standard Times Building, now 
Continental Life Building, when it opened. We also 
had an office in the Cactus Hotel Annex. I bought 
leases and royalties, drilled some wells, all of which 
were productive. 

I acquired controlling interest in the San Angelo 
Colts, a professional baseball team, in 1953, from 
Mrs. W.A. Guinn. Guinn Field was named for 
Mozelle’s husband, Bill Guinn, and was the big- 
gest minor league ball park in the country at that 
time, seating 3,200 people. We won the League 
Championship in 1955. I also owned controlling 
interest in the El Paso Texans, an El Paso-baseball 
team. 

During this time, we acquired ownership of the 
Tom Green County Abstract Company in San 
Angelo and Adams Abstract Company in Ballinger. 
Elsie managed both abstract offices. She is a member 
of San Angelo Board of Realtors and owns and 
operates Adams Land and Realty Company in Robert 
Lee. She also did substitute teaching in the San 
Angelo Schools. She was very active in civic affairs, 
member of the Eastern Star, Daughter of the Nile 
(past queen), Lady’s Golf Association in the San 
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Angelo Country Club, charter member Mountain 
Creek Golf Club in Robert Lee, and a member of 
the Robert Lee Baptist Church. Over the years, she 
has received many trophies for golf in which she 
excels. 

I was President of the Business Men’s Bible Class 
in 1953. Also, a member of the Downtown Rotary 
Club, the Eastern Star, Masonic Lodge, Shrine, Elks 
Club, Lions Club, and the Presbyterian Church. 
Served more than 30 years as trustee of the Groebel 
Estate for the Suez Temple. 

At the time we moved to San Angelo in 1949, 
Churchill was the farthest street South in San 
Angelo. None of the streets South of Churchill were 
open. 

Stanley is a graduate of the University of Texas 
and attended two years in Law School. On August 
23, 1957, he married Christie Bell, daughter of 
Herbert E. and Hazel Bell, and to this union were 
born three children: Naomi, September 8, 1961 in 
Travis County; Stanley HI, July 27, 1963 in San 
Angelo, and Hazel, April 8, 1968 in San Angelo. 
Stanley acquired an interest in Lamar Savings in 
1969 and moved to Austin at that time. 

We have owned and operated 20 sections of farm 
and ranch land and run cattle, sheep, goats and horses 
in Coke, Tom Green and Sterling Counties. 

by S.E. Adams 
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Back awh Noel, Mr. Adams, Edward. Front row: 
Noami Lee, Mrs. Adams, Dannie. Date: 1934 


John Noel Killingsworth Adams was born March 
14, 1866 on a plantation near Water Valley, Panola 
County, Mississippi. His father, Ephraem Weston 
Adams, born 1803 in South Carolina, rode a mule 
from North Carolina over to northern Mississippi 
and bought 3 sections of land. His mother was 
Elizabeth Carrothers Adams, born in Oxford, 
Mississippi in 1815, died in Mississippi. Ephraem 
Adams died in the 1860’s when John was quite small. 

John Adams started to California but did not get 
any farther than Texas. He came by stagecoach to 
visit relatives in Gonzales County; while there met 
Martha Edward Swann whom he later married. 
He made saddles and had a saddle shop in Floresville 
at one time, about 1892. 

Martha Edward Swann, known as Miss Eddie, 
was the daughter of William Edward Swann and 
Martha Alzada Morris Swann, and was born 
February 16, 1874 near Sandy’s Chapel on her 
grandfather’s (John Alfred Morris) Spanish Land 
Grant issued in 1821 when he came to Texas with 
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Green DeWitt’s Colony. Her father, William 
Edward Swann, was born in Tennessee in 1846 and 
came to Texas as a boy. He joined Hood’s Texas 
Brigade at the age of 15 and served during the Civil 
War. Married Martha Alzada Morris on August 26, 
1864. Martha was born May 1, 1848 in Sabine 
County, Texas, daughter of John Alfred Morris 
(born 1805 in Georgia, died after 1874, Gonzales 
County, Texas) and Sarah Taylor (born 1815, 
Georgia, died in Gonzales County, Texas). John A. 
Morris had come to Texas (then Mexico) from 
Alabama, and his land grant was signed by the 
Governor of the State of Coahuila and Texas, 
Mexico. The family moved from Sabine County to 
Gonzales County where his land grant was 
patented. John A. Morris was a soldier and patriot, 
serving with Sam Houston at the Battle of San 
Jacinto, March 2, 1836. 

William Edward Swann was a farmer and a law- 
man. He died in Stockdale, Wilson County, Texas in 
1906, and Martha A. Morris Swann died October 5, 
1935, at Donna in Hidalgo County, Texas. 

Martha Edward Swann spent her childhood under 
the tutelage of Miss Jane Dockey, an English 
governess, who had also trained her mother in Art, 
Music, and the basic 3 R’s. She came to Bronte, 
Coke County, Texas, to visit a sister, Mrs. J. P. 
Southern, in 1900, stayed and taught music at 
Hayrick, Bronte and Robert Lee. John Adams soon 
followed her, and they were married January 15, 
1901 in Robert Lee. He went to work for McCallum- 
Reed Company, a general mercantile, hardware, 
grocery and dry-goods store in Robert Lee, at $25.00 
a month and wound up being president of the 
company from about 1908 to 1920. 

In 1913 John and Eddie bought a farm about 3 
miles south of Robert Lee. William Childress and 
wife, Mary (Harris) Childress, had built a large com- 
fortable house on the property before moving to San 
Angelo. This land, and other lands purchased by 
John and Eddie Adams, are still owned by the 
Adams’ family. 

John Adams served as school trustee of the 
Robert Lee Schools, was on the Board of Appraisal, 
active in I.0.0.F. and W.O.W. Lodges. John died 
July 12, 1941 and is buried in Hayrick Masonic 
Cemetery in Robert Lee. Eddie Adams moved to 
111 Penrose in San Angelo in 1952 where she lived 
until her death July 5, 1973, at the age of 99 years, 
3 months; buried Hayrick Masonic Cemetery, Robert 
Lee, Texas. 

Children of John and Eddie Adams: 

Noel Weston Adams, born August 28, 1902, died 
February 16, 1964; was married to Bernice Wright. 
No children. 

Naomi Lee Adams, born December 2, 1903 (see 
story elsewhere). 

Dannie Adams, born August 26, 1905, in 1922 
married Claude E. Carter, son of Henry and Dovie 
Carter, a promising young attorney who later served 
in the Texas Legislature. Moved to Harlingen, Texas 
in the Rio Grande Valley and practiced law there 
for 55 years - was elected President of State Bar of 
Texas in 1942 - died October 5, 1977 at age 80. 
Claude and Dannie Carter had one child, Kathleen 
Carter. Dannie Carter lives in Harlingen, Texas. 

Stanley Edward Adams, born February 14, 1910, 
married Elsie Pruitt December 10, 1932. 

by S.E. Adams 


ADAMS, ELSIE 


My abstracting career began in 1932 when I 
married S.E. Adams, owner of Security Abstract & 
Title Company in Robert Lee, Coke County, Texas. 
He had been involved with abstracting since he was 
17 years old. In December 1928 he moved back to 
Coke County and established his own business, 
Security Abstract and Title Company. He built his 
own abstract plant from sovereignty of the soil, from 
the records in Coke County, Texas. 

I moved to Robert Lee in 1932 to teach school 
and taught there 9 years. Each day after school, I 
went to the abstract office and worked. In 1945 I 
quit teaching school and took over the management 
of the office. 

There were three abstract offices, then, in Robert 
Lee, each competing against the others. In 1941 for 
reasons of economy, the three offices merged into 
one business known as Coke County Abstract 
Company. E.G. Walton soon retired, and I bought 
his interest in the business. Later, in about 1944, we 
bought out the Gardner heirs after the death of Mr. 
J.S. Gardner. We then operated the business both 
as Coke County Abstract Company and Adams 
Abstract Company. 

In 1949 we moved to San Angelo and bought the 
Tom Green County Abstract Company (Stroman 
Abstract Company) which we operated from an 
office in the Cactus Hotel Annex. In 1954 we 
bought the Stewart Abstract Company from Carl 
Runge and Dorsey B. Hardeman. 

In 1966 we sold the Adams Abstract Company 
(Tom Green County Abstract Company and 
Stewart Abstract Company) to Woodrow W. Holt. 
Mr. Holt operated the business as Holt Abstract and 
Title Company until about 1969 when he sold it to 
Glen Aaron, a retired landman with Standard Oil 
Company of Texas. Glen operated the business until 
1971 when he sold it back to S.E. Adams who kept 
it until about 1973, then it was sold to Robert E. 
Owen, an attorney from Austin, Texas. Bob operated 
the plant for about two years, then was appointed 
County Attorney of Coke County, Texas, at which 
time he sold the business. Bob had also purchased 
the Adams Abstract Company plant in Runnels 
County which he operated for several years. 

The Adams Abstract Company plant in Runnels 
County was leased to R. Rivers Mizzell in the late 
1950’s who ran the office until his death in 1967. 
We then took over the plant and operated it until it 
was sold to Owens in 1973. He operated it a few 
years, then sold it to Walter Carson. 

In 1949 we had leased out our Coke County 
Abstract Company plant, first to Elliott and Waldron 
of Fort Worth and later to J.S. Ferrell who operated 
the business until his death in 1961. We then took 
over the management of the business, commuting 
daily from San Angelo to Robert Lee. Later, we sold 
our San Angelo residence on 110 Churchhill and 
moved back to Robert Lee, the center of our farming, 
ranching and business enterprises. 

We operated Adams Abstract Company in Robert 
Lee until May 1, 1984 when we sold it to two young 
San Angelo businessmen, Mike L. Varnadore and 
Roy Martin, Jr., retaining a small interest in the 
business. Mike handles the daily operations of 
Adams Abstract Company. Mike has been a 
professional landman for several years and has his 
own company, Resource Land & Title Company. 

by Elsie Adams 


ADAMS, STANLEY EDWARD, JR. 


Naomi Lee, Stan, Christie, Mr. Adams (Skinny), Stanley, Mrs. Adams (Elsie) and Hazel. December 10, 


1982, 50th Anniversary, Mr. & Mrs. S. E. Adams (Dec. 10, 1932). 


Stanley Edward Adams, Jr., was born September 
26, 1934 in San Angelo, son of S.E. and Elsie Pruitt 
Adams. 

I was brought up in Robert Lee during a period of 
depression and drought. I grew up around the 
Robert Lee Courthouse, where my folks had an 
abstract office on one side of the courtroom. Other 
than terrorizing the other county officials, I would 
occasionally pass the time sitting in on sessions of 
the county and district courts. Other pleasant 
childhood memories include time spent with my 
grandfather J.N. Adams fishing along the banks 
of the Colorado, rounding up his cows, riding out to 
Edith across the rickety bridge and through the three 
bumper gates to visit my aunt and uncle, Sam and 
Naomi Powell, and riding the mail route with one of 
my parents. Occasionally, we had to wait for creeks 
to go down before we could proceed. 

Later memories include horseback riding, round- 
up, branding and marking livestock and driving a 
tractor from dawn to dusk. There is always the 
memory of those blue northers and dust storms. My 
mother would stuff towels under the doors and 
window sills to keep the dust out. 

In the ninth grade, my parents moved to San 
Angelo so that I could go to school there. I was 
afflicted with polio in my junior year, and told that 
I would never walk again. In my senior year, I was 
elected president of the student council and West 
Texas Forum, graduated from San Angelo High 
School, now Central High School, in 1953. I went 
away to college at the University of Texas in 
Austin and finally managed to graduate in 1958. I 
went to summer school in Mexico a couple of years, 
the last of which I met Christie Bell from Chicago. 
Christie was the daughter of Herbert E. and Hazel 
Bell and was born August 23, 1930. We were blessed 
with being able to travel extensively and I wrote a 
travel guide to Asia known as Oriental Guide. 
Through Life, I have enjoyed the hobby of 
photography. 

Christie and I lived a year in California and 
moved back to San Angelo where I was engaged in 


business with my parents. We were both involved 
in civic and community affairs. Christie was a 
member of the Junior League and Daughters of the 
Nile. 

While in San Angelo, we rounded out our 
family to three children (Naomi, Stanley III and 
Hazel), making the fourth generation of our family 
to live in the area. 

We moved to Austin in 1969. Naomi graduated 
from the University of Texas in 1985; now lives in 
Dallas and works for Lamar Savings. Stanley III 
and Hazel are both students at the University of Texas 
- Austin. Stan III was recently accepted as a 
brother in his grandfather’s masonic lodge, Hayrick 
ALF. & A.M. #696. 

In 1969 I acquired control of Lamar Savings 
Association in Austin. In the fourteen years with 
Lamar, the Association grew from 26 million to 
2.2 billion in assets, which made Lamar the state’s 
12th largest financial institution. In 1980, we 
acquired City Savings of San Angelo, which in 
1983 acquired Homestate Savings of Sweetwater 
and Abilene. 

During the last 87 years, Coke and Tom Green 
Counties have been good to four generations of the 
Adams Family and for that, we are eternally grate- 
ful. 

by Stanley Adams, Jr. 


ADNEY, ELIZABETH (JONES) 


Elizabeth (Jones) Adney and her children came 
to San Angelo ca. 1888 from Ola, Arkansas. 
Elizabeth was born in 1839 in Alabama. She 
brought with her five of her seven children. Two 
had died before they left Arkansas. The five 
remaining children were William Wilfred, Mary 
Ann (Miles), Carrie, Mabel (Kearney) and John J. 

Elizabeth Adney was a strong, adventurous and 
courageous person. At age fifty and a widow, she 
left familiar surroundings in Arkansas, traveling 
across Texas and finally settling in San Angelo. 


She must have envisioned the prosperity of the 
railroad coming to San Angelo in 1888. 

The family operated the old Western Hotel in San 
Angelo for a number of years. It was located at the 
corner of Randolph and Fourth Streets. The Western 
Hotel was among the first hostelries in San Angelo. 

In 1910, the Adneys opened a grocery store at the 
corner of Ninth and Randolph, where Elizabeth 
made her home with her daughters Carrie (never 
married) and Mary Ann (Miles), widowed. She 
lived there until her death in 1927. Mary Ann died 
in 1932 and Carrie continued to operate the store 
until 1939. At that time, she moved to the Lake 
View area of San Angelo, where her brother William 
Wilfred was living. 

William Wilfred Adney (W.W.) oldest of the 
Adney children, married Louvenia Amarynitha 
King (Ama) June 16, 1891, in San Angelo. Ama 
was the daughter of W. Leamon and Amanda 
(Phelps) King. W.W. operated a retail feed and grain 
store on North Randolph Street for a number of 
years. 

W.W. and Ama had nine children. The third oldest, 
Lorena May (my grandmother) married Dilmus 
Eugene Teague on September 27, 1919. Dilmus was 
born in San Saba, Texas, and was the son of Benjamin 
Isaac and Mary Alice (Williams) Teague. Lorena 
May died July 2, 1979, and is buried beside her 
husband at Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Willis E., Jr., and 
Rosemary K. Teague 


AINSWORTH, JAMES L. 


James Leonard (Jim) Ainsworth became a resident 
of the northern part of the county as a twelve year 
old orphan. He and his nine year old brother, Gid 
(G.G.) had come west with their uncles, R.W. and 
W.L. Foster. The uncles migrated from Ellis County 
to Coleman and then in 1881 to the area which later 
became Sterling County. 

The Fosters housed their nephews in the bed of a 
covered wagon, while the running gear was taken to 
Colorado (City) for lumber to build a ranch house. 
One of the family stories is of the scare the boys got 
when a range cow stuck her head into the wagon 
one night, and took part of the top as she bolted 
away. 

Jim accompanied a Foster cattle drive into the 
Indian Territory (now Oklahoma). There he met 
Sarah Jane Polk and left the drive to work for her 
father. Sarah and Jim Ainsworth were married 
September 24, 1889 in Johnsonville, I.T. They had 
three boys and six girls, with seven of the children 
being born in Oklahoma. The last two were born 
after Jim and Sarah came to farm in Coke County, 
Texas. In 1924 the Ainsworths moved to Water 
Valley and maintained a home there for almost a 
quarter century. Jim died in 1948 and Sarah lived 
until 1968. 

Jim and Sarah lost two children at an early age. 
Six others settled in Snyder, Abilene, Pecos, Fort 
Stockton and Tulare and Fresno, California. One 
son, Gid (Gideon Plez) lived in Tom Green County 
almost all of his adult life. Foreman, Charley 
Walraven, became his father-in-law. Gid and Nina 
(Walraven) Ainsworth were married in 1931 in 
Water Valley. Nina’s father and mother (nee Ethel 
Bell) were early arrivals in Tom Green County. The 
Walravens had come to Sterling County from 
Cleburne by wagon train. 


Gid and Nina had two children, Charles Leonard 
(Len) and Nina Rose, born in 1933 and 1938, 
respectively, in San Angelo. Both attended and 
graduated from the Water Valley schools. 

During depression years, Gid worked on many 
area ranches. In 1936, for example, he spent 38 days 
out with the wagon on roundup, sleeping on a bed- 
roll during the “spring works” on the Bar S near Big 
Lake. 

Gid told of leaving the Bar S headquarters with 
another cowboy about daylight on a late spring 
morning, riding alternately at a lope, trot and walk. 
They stopped and loosened the cinches at noon, 
watered their horses at a couple of creeks, rested 
their mounts and ate supper in San Angelo, and 
rode into Water Valley and unsaddled at dusk. They 
had ridden a hundred miles. Both men and horses 
were able to move again the next day. 

Gid and Nina lived in Water Valley from 1934 
until his death in 1970. They operated a stock farm 
for a time; Gid contracted prickly pear eradication 
and fencing over a several county area for several 
years and they later operated a grocery store and 
service station. 

Now married to J.N. (Bud) Morton, Nina resides 
in San Angelo. She and Bud are active in their 
church and with the activities (since late 1986) of 
great granddaughter Channing Allard. 

Nina Rose Ainsworth married James Edward 
(Jim) Allard in 1955 at Water Valley. Their children 
were Beverly Lynn (1956) and Edward Scott (1960). 
Nina lived in San Angelo until her death in 1963. 
Beverly is a social worker at the San Angelo State 
School. Scott and Michelle (Strube) Allard live at 
Grape Creek with daughter Channing. 

Charles L. (Len) and Peggy (Price) Ainsworth live 
in Lubbock where he is on the faculty of Texas Tech 
University. They and their sons Price (1959) and 
Charles (1963) count Tom Green County as a favorite 
area, both to visit Grandmother Nina, and for 
hunting and fishing recreation. 

by Charles Leonard (Len) Ainsworth 


ALARCON - DUKE - FLORES - 
TARIN —- VENEGAS 
ROOTS AT KNICKERBOCKER 


My maternal great-great-grandmother Tiodosa 
Venegas, born in Presidio County, came to Tom 
Green County about 1882. Her only daughter, Alvina 
Alarcon, often mentioned a stepfather, Juan Cano. 
In 1893, while gathering firewood with her grand- 
daughter, Dolores Florez, Tiodosa was caught in 
torrential waters of a sudden thunderstorm. Dolores 
reached higher ground and went for help, but her 
grandmother drowned and was one of twelve people 
buried in the first cemetery land donated by Joseph 
Tweedy, the founder of the town of Knickerbocker. 

My great-grandmother, Alvina Alarcon, born 
March, 1866 at Shafter, Texas, married at the age 
of twelve. The ceremony was performed by J.P. 
Frank Duke, my paternal great-grandfather, in 
Presidio County. Following the ceremony, the 
young couple came to Tom Green County, where 
the fifteen-year-old groom caught and broke a wild 
horse. He was hung for horse theft, as the young 
bride watched, hidden in the distance. 

Awidow at thirteen, Alvina married several times, 
Anselmo Flores (family picture, 1905) was father 
of her four daughters: Dolores, Pilar, Paula, and 
Alvina, and one son, Basilio. 
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In 1900, Alvina worked as head laundress for 
Dr. Cornick. On December 17, 1901, she bought 
land at Knickerbocker, Texas, from Joseph and 
Elizabeth A. Tweedy. 

Alvina married her last husband, Filomeno 
Morales (pictures, records, Fort Concho history) 
on September 21, 1923. After his death in 1934, 
she never remarried. 

Alvina’s daughter Dolores married Gabriel Tarin, 
August 20, 1898, and Sabino Morales on May 4, 
1923. Dolores and Gabriel’s daughter Tiodosa, born 
March 31, 1917, married Alfredo Duke, December 
8, 1934, at Knickerbocker, Texas. 

Alvina A. Morales died November 17, 1955, 
survived by a couple of children and over one 
hundred grand-and great-grandchildren, and she is 
buried at Knickerbocker. Among her descendants 
during the decade 1940 to 1950 were the families of 
Alfredo Duke, David Duke, Sobino Morales, 
Romulo Morales, Guadalupe Morales, Filomeno 
Morales, Guadalupe Garcia, Sebastion Lara, Jesus 
Saenz, Frank Majoles, Manuel Lara, Macedonio 
Olveda, Jose Sanches, Agustine Franco, Jose 
Tarin, Selso Franco, Benjamin Luera, Felix Perez, 
Theodore Chavez, Tiburcio Soto, Genaro Soto, 
Gabriel Cuellar, Maximo Soto, Cornelio Soto, 
Guadalupe Elizando, Jose Garcia, Juaques, 
Armendarez, Jacobo Bejel, Epemenio Villareal, 
Chico Martinez, Herbert Torres, Asencion Soto. 

Many graduated from the one-room school- 
house on top of the hill and remember fondly a 
dedicated teacher, Mrs. Ball (Lucille) Duncan, who 
taught several generations before retiring. 

by Rose M. Tarin Duke 


ALARCON, ALVINA 


Alvina Alarcon 


Alvina Alarcon was born March 17, 1866 in 
Shafter, Texas. She married Faustino Ontiveros at 
the age of twelve. The ceremony was performed by 
Justice of the Peace Frank Duke (Rose Duke’s 
paternal great-grandfather) in Presidio County. 

After their marriage, they moved to 
Knickerbocker, where Ontiveros worked at the 
Tweedy Ranch. They had a son who died in infancy. 
Unable to cope with a child bride, Ontiveros soon 
left Alvina. Divorced from Ontiveros, young Alvina 
then married Anselmo Flores. 


Five children were born to Alvina: Dolores; Pilar; 
Paula; Alvina and Basilio. She also had an adopted 
daughter, Juanita. 

Alvina worked for many prominent families in 
Knickerbocker, in addition to working for Dr. Boyd 
Cornick. Alvina’s determination for a better life for 
her family enabled her to accomplish many things 
that could have easily labeled her champion of 
women’s rights in those early years. She was the 
first Hispanic female in Knickerbocker to register 
to vote. In December 17, 1901, she purchased land 
from Joseph and Elizabeth Tweedy, a feat rarely 
accomplished by Hispanic women in the early 
1900’s. 

Always willing to help others, she maintained a 
very active role in church work. She and her 
daughters sewed and crocheted numerous altar 
linens, some of which are still currently being used 
in the church in Knickerbocker. Alvina also 
established a role of leadership in hispanic com- 
munity activities. She held many dances and dinner 
parties in her home (a predominant source 
of entertainment in those days). The year 1910 
found Alvina a widow and operator of her own 
home laundry. She had also become quite skilled as 
a midwife and helped deliver several grandchildren 
and other Knickerbocker children. 

She married Filomeno Morales on September 21, 
1923. He had three sons: Romulo, Sabino, and 
Guadalupe. They moved to Miles temporarily where 
they worked the cotton fields, earning enough money 
to purchase more land in Knickerbocker for the 
strong-willed Alvina. They moved back to 
Knickerbocker where they added boarding rooms to 
their house and they also worked the land for food. 

After Filomeno’s death in 1934, Alvina did not 
remarry; instead she continued to dedicate her life 
to midwifing, church work, and family leadership. 
Our matriarch died November 17, 1955, and was 
buried in the Catholic cemetery in Knickerbocker. 

by Rose Duke and 
Ernestine Torres 


ALBERT, WILLIAM EMIL 


William Emil Albert was born December 11, 
1877, near the community of Welcome in Austin 
County, Texas. His parents were Herman Carl 
Albert (1848-1912) and Auguste Wilhermine 
Fredericke Luedecke (1854-1943). 

William grew up on the family farm and at six- 
teen left home to work in a blacksmith shop, a dry 
goods store, then a machine shop in Waco, Texas. 
Here he found his life interest and profession. In 
Kansas City, Missouri, he worked in a large 
machine shop and went to night school studying 
refrigeration. After completing school, he worked 
for Frick Ice Machine Company building ice plants. 

On October 20, 1903, in Amarillo, Texas, William 
married Flora Kate McGee (born June 2, 1885, 
in Savannah, Hardin County, Tennessee). They had 
three sons: Clarence Glen (1905), Harold William 
(1908), and Reece Keith (1910). 

After living in Dalhart and Sealy, Texas, they 
settled in San Angelo, Texas, in April, 1905. William 
(“Chief”? as he was to be called) became chief 
engineer of San Angelo Ice, Coal and Power 
Company. 

Chief was a gifted musician, playing mandolin and 
bass horn in the Amarillo and San Angelo bands, 
and the bass violin in several orchestras, including 


one that played in San Angelo churches. He was a 
member of First Methodist Church, Business Men’s 
Bible Class, and Knights of the Round Table. 

Flora was a member of First Methodist Church, 
Fred K. Little Class, Missionary Society, and most 
active in planning church dinners. Long after she 
could not actively work, she was consulted as “How 
much chicken will we need to serve 100 people?” 
She and eight other women organized the A and M 
Mothers Club and she served on the first member- 
ship committee. Both William and Flora were 
members of Tom Green County Historical Society. 

Sunday afternoon drives, trips to visit William’s 
mother and brothers on the Albert farm near Taylor, 
Texas, and visits to numerous friends and relatives 
were frequent after the purchase of their first 
automobile, a 1914 Model T Ford. 

William Emil Albert died July 15, 1966. Flora 
Kate (McGee) Albert died June 5, 1970. 

by Mrs. Harold Albert 


ALBERTHAL, W.A. 


My father, W.A. Alberthal, who called himself 
the “Pioneer Tailor,’ was born in Fredericksburg, 
Texas, on October 28,1859. He came to San Angelo 
as a lad in 1874, having joined a party of buffalo 
hunters as a camp helper. He recalled seeing 
thousands of buffalo grazing in the vicinity of the 
area that is now known as Fairmount Cemetery. He 
liked the activity about Fort Concho and he became 
post tailor, doing considerable business refitting the 
issue uniforms of the soldiers. “Army uniforms never 
do fit,’ he used to say with a chuckle. After a 
soldier once got his pay, a creditor never had a 
chance to get any of it. Privates were making only 
$13.00 a month and they spent it in short order. 

My father left the post in 1876 and returned to 
Fredericksburg, later serving as postmaster at 
Stonewall near there. He came back to San Angelo 
in 1888. He engaged first in custom tailoring and 
in his later years, he was tailor for Cox-Rushing- 


Greer, doing the firm’s alteration work. He made the 
suit the late T.H. McCloskey wore when the statue 
now in Fairmount Cemetery was made for him. 

His name appeared many times in the “Fifty Years 
Ago” column that was published in The Standard- 
Times. He was a charter member and one of the 
organizers of the Lutheran Church, which was on 
the corner of College and Oakes. He rated as the 
oldest member of the Knights of Pythias. He was a 
member of the Sons of Herman and the Old Turn 
Verein Club. He and W.R. Whytock often enter- 
tained between dances by doing acrobatic stunts. 

He purchased a three-room house at 328 
Spaulding in 1890 and subsequently enlarged it. He 
often recalled that he could have purchased the 
remainder of the block for $250.00 at the time he 
first bought there. 

He liked the trade. He said if he had to to do all 
over again, he would still be a tailor. On his 80th 
birthday, he had been a tailor for 67 years, but it was 
just another work day for him; squatting, tailor 
fashion, on a work table, he continued to work just 
as hard as any other day. He said he’d “had plenty 
work in my lifetime, but I like it.’’ 

Mr. Alberthal and Katherine Schupp were married 
in 1883 at Stonewall, Texas. Of this union four 
children were born, two of which are still living, 
Alfred L. Alberthall and Mrs. H.O. (Sophie A.) 
Williams. Mrs. Williams is living in the original 
house. 

by Mrs. H.O. Williams 


ALCALA, TRINIDAD 
TORRES 


Trinidad Torres was born March 28, 1892 in 
Sherwood, Texas. On September 8, 1915, she 
married Feliciano Alcala in Ballinger, Texas. 
Trinidad was the daughter of Lorenza and Torivio 
Torres. Feliciano was born to Angelita Rodriquez 
and Narciso Alcala in Paint Rock where the family 
owned a small farm. 


W. A. Alberthal 


After their marriage, Trinidad and Feliciano lived 
in Paint Rock for a while; then they moved to 
Christoval, Texas. Feliciano was a sheep shearer and 
a fence contractor. He worked for several ranchers 
and farmers in the Christoval area, including W.C. 
Jones and Wilber Brown. 

Born to Trinidad and Feliciano were nine chil- 
dren: Daniel, Yrieno (Lanny), Dora, Torivio, Emelia, 
Steven, Dometila, August, and Anselmo. They 
attended a segregated school which consisted of a 
one-room structure on the outskirts of Christoval. 
Seventh grade was the highest level offered in the 
school, and after fighting and overcoming the many 
racial barriers that existed, Lanny became the first 
Hispanic to attend the Anglo school. His sister, 
Dometila was the first Hispanic to graduate from 
Christoval High School, followed by August who 
graduated in 1948. 

Feliciano died in February, 1963, and was buried 
in Christoval. Trinidad, who died December 14, 
1984, is also buried in Christoval. Trinidad and 
Feliciano were survived by their children and several 
grandchildren who have since married and moved 
away. 

A grandson, Dick Alcala, son of August, was 
appointed by Governor Clemens in 1982 to fill an 
unexpired term of the 119th Judicial District 
Attorney’s office of Tom Green County. In 1984 he 
ran unopposed and was elected to the office. B.C. 
Dominguez, who is married to Dora Alcala, worked 
many years in the law enforcement field in San 
Angelo. He was elected to the Tom Green County 
Commissioners Court in 1984. 

by Ernestina Morales Torres 


ALDERETTE, PABLO 


Pablo Alderette was born in Albuquerque in 1817. 
He died in San Angelo in 1882 and was buried in a 
cemetery, now covered by North Concho Lake on 
the W.S. Veck ranch (later Pulliam ranch) on North 
Concho. His remains were later removed to Calvary 
cemetery. 

Educated in New Mexico, he was a landowner 
and cattleman until he went to California in 1849. In 
the Civil War he served the Confederacy as a captain. 
He came to the Concho Country in 1870, serving at 
first as a scout under General Grierson’s command. 
He was one of five associate justices (commis- 
sioners) of the newly organized Tom Green County 
in 1875. The others were Francis Corbett Taylor. 
J. L. Millspaugh, G.W. DeLong, and Isaac Mullins. 
He also was a justice of the peace for his precinct. 

Pablo Alderette was twice married. A son by his 
first wife, Susana, was Guillermo Alderette. His 
second wife was Ramona Silva de Suaza, widow of 
PJ. (Felipe) Wuertemberg (Waschenberg). She was 
the daughter of Don Suaza or Susa, a cattleman of 
Chihuahua, and his wife Viviana Silva. At age 15 
she had married in Santa Fe, PJ. Wuertemberg, a 
native of Germany. A Union soldier, he was cap- 
tured and died in a Confederate prison near San 
Antonio, leaving Ramona with four children: Charles 
Wuertemberg; Nestor Wuertemberg; Catalina or 
Kate (Mrs. W.S. Veck); and Phillipi or Felipe 
Wuertemberg. 

During the last year of the war Ramona was 
married to Pablo Alderette. Their children were 
Severa, who married first Walter Lynch, second 
Gomez; her twin Damasia Maria who married 
Adolfo Barela; Jesusita or Susie who married 
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James B. Keating; Grivaldo; Pantaleon, born June 
27, 1872; Antonio; Alberto; and Clara, who married 
E.E. Wheeler. 

Pablo Alderette became foreman of W.S. Veck’s 
ranch on North Concho. He built a picket house near 
a salt marsh (salado) and spring. The children 
remembered watching animals gather in the 
evenings: buffalo, antelope and deer. A small dam 
formed a lake, shaded by pecan trees. Jim Galvan 
was interred in the Alderette burying ground. Robert 
Grierson, son of the commanding officer at the post, 
often visited this home where five of the Alderette 
children were born. All of the family were musical. 
Charles and Phillipi in adult life were in demand as 
musicians for parties and celebrations in San Angelo. 

A devout Catholic, Pablo Alderette kept an altar 
ready for visiting priests. He was known as an herb 
doctor. 

At Ramona Alderette’s death June 20, 1924, at 
her home at 121 West 9th, she left seven living 
children, 41 grandchildren and 15 great- 
grandchildren. 

Pablo Alderette also had an adopted son, Jose 
Angel Alderette. This boy had been captured by 
Indians in 1857 at age 10, and rescued by Pablo 
Alderette whose name he took. Jose Angel, nearly 7 
feet tall, died in 1930 in San Angelo at the home of 
his step-sister Mrs. Kate Veck, leaving a son Martin 
Alderette of 200 West 9th and a step-daughter Mrs. 
Antonio Zapata and four grandchildren. He is buried 
in Calvary cemetery. 

(Further research on the Alderette-Wuertemberg 
families is found in Arnold DeLeon’s San Angelenos, 
published by Fort Concho Museum Press 1985.) 

by Tom Green County 
Historical Society 


ALEXANDER, ANNIE 
LOUTISHIA (“ANNIE LOU”) 


\ 


Annie Loutishia Alexander holding her son Jerry 
Martin Sheen. Also her husband Sam Sheen with 
their other son John Sheen. 


On June 30, 1917, at 21 West 11th Street in San 
Angelo, Texas, Annie Lou came into the world in a 
big way. When she was born, she weighed in at a 
whopping 11 pounds 8 ounces. For a baby being 
born at home in those days that was really something. 
I’m sure it would be difficult even in this day and 
time of modern hospitals. 

Her parents were Fisher Lee Alexander and Rosa 
Fern Leinneweber. When she was only 4 and 1/2 


months old, her father passed away. This was on 
November 15, 1917. 

When she was 5 and 1/2 years old, her mother 
remarried. His name was Oswell Fredrick 
Brightman. Later on he was called “Pawdad’’ by 
all his step-grandchildren. 

Annie Lou was only a young girl when her step- 
father taught her how to play the guitar. She learned 
quickly, then started picking up a lot on her own. 
She became very good at playing the guitar. 

Some time around 1934, Annie Lou and her 
sister Geneva Lea Alexander, began performing live 
on the radio in Roswell, New Mexico. Annie Lou 
would play the guitar, and they would both sing. In 
1935, Annie Lou sang and played the guitar by 
herself on KGKL radio, in San Angelo, Texas. 

While she was living in Roswell, New Mexico, 
her parents ran the Grande Courts there. About 
1934, Roy Rogers and his “Sons of the Pioneers”’ 
stayed for a while there. She had the privilege to 
sing and play music with them in the courtyard 
there. They really had a wonderful time just playing 
for the fun of it. 

They moved back to San Angelo about 1935. In 
1938, when she was twenty, she was managing the 
“Monarch Sweet Shop” here in San Angelo. The 
Sweet Shop was a malt shop downtown, where a 
lot of the younger people would go to talk, or take 
their dates. 

It was about 1938, that Annie Lou met Sam John 
Sheen. After a whirlwind romance, they were 
married. The date, as she put it in her diary at the 
time was, “Married March 7th 1938 at 11:16 and 
3/4’s P.M. Sam and Lou.” 

On June 20, 1939 their first son was born. His 
name was Sam John Sheen, Jr. He still lives in San 
Angelo, and owns and runs several businesses 
there. John was married to Judith Ann Shook, 
January 1, 1960. 

Their second son was Freddie Davis Sheen, born 
February 15, 1942, in Houston, died November 15, 
1942, and is buried at Fairmount Cemetery in San 
Angelo. 

Jerry Martin Sheen was their third son, and he 
was born May 7, 1944. He lives in San Angelo with 
his wife, who was Jessie Lee George. They were 
married August 7, 1984, in the Travis County Court 
House, at Austin, Texas. 

On January 3, 1947, when she was only 29, Annie 
Lou died at the home of her aunt, Vauna Beatrice 
Oatman. She is buried at Fairmount Cemetery in 
San Angelo. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


ALEXANDER, CHARLES 
HENRY 


“Good neighbors, hardworking and always 
cheerful” were the often-repeated descriptions of 
the Charles and Zora Alexander family who settled 
in San Angelo in 1925. 

“Charlie Alec’’, as he was known to friends and 
co-workers, was a longtime employee for the City 
of San Angelo. He operated heavy equipment for 
the City for over 30 years. Originally a farmer from 
a family of large landowners near Cuero, Texas, 
Charlie married Zora Elizabeth Carter, a graduate 
of San Marcos Academy and a school teacher, on 
February 22, 1914. Iris Lorea was born June 7, 1916. 

Charlie, who suffered from asthma as a young 
man, was advised in 1918 to move farther west to 


Charles H. Alexander 


a drier climate for his health. He sold his part of the 
family land to relatives, then with a wagon loaded 
with household goods and farming equipment, the 
small family relocated temporarily in Lometa. Louis 
Conor was born there on May 4, 1920. 

Shortly thereafter, the family moved on to 
Tennyson, Texas, where cousins of Charlie’s had 
settled several years previously. Continued farming 
was discouraged when the grasshopper plague of 
1924 forced Charlie to seek employment elsewhere. 

Following the Christmas holidays of 1925, the 
family moved to San Angelo, where they settled in 
East Angelo. On August 26, 1926, Charles H., Jr., 
was born at home, attended by Dr. Chambers. 

During those early years from Cuero to San 
Angelo, the mules Buck and Rock played important 
roles in Charlie’s life. With the mules and a fresno, 
Charlie found work helping excavate the base- 
ments for the Cactus Hotel and the West Texas 
Lumber Company. 

In 1926, he went to work full time for the City, 
using Rock and Buck with the fresno for the street 
maintenance department. The family resided on 
Preusser Street from 1926 to 1947, after which the 
elders purchased a home on Chestnut Street in West 
Angelo. 

All three children attended East Ward (San 
Jacinto Elementary), the “Old’’ Junior High, on 
Magdalen Street, and the “Old” High School from 
which they all graduated. Iris Lorea attended San 
Angelo Business College, and for many years was 
well known in downtown Angelo as a topflight 
secretary and bookkeeper. During the WWII years, 
she worked at Goodfellow and Mathis Field. 

Louie Conor worked part time during his Junior 
High years as a paper boy for the San Angelo 
Standard-Times. Later, he worked for the M System 
grocery store until after graduation from High 
School. He then began a career with the Texas 
Highway Department, Engineering, and the U.S. 
Corps of Engineers, which was interrupted for 32 
months when he served in the U.S. Navy 
Construction Battalion in the South Pacific. He 
retired from Texas Highway Department in 1975 
with 30 years service. 

Charles H., Jr., served in the U.S. Army in 
Occupied Japan, and after his return to the United 
States, he eventually worked almost 20 years as 


Assistant Manager for M System Produce Ware- 
house. Currently he is employed at Carlsbad Center. 
“Charlie Alec” began his long tenure as the “road 
grader expert” for the City of San Angelo when 
mechanized heavy equipment became available. 
Henceforth, Charlie was a familiar sight, operating 
his grader, waving a friendly hand to several 
generations of school children as his maintainer 
lumbered across town to road-repairs sites. 

In 1960, ill health forced his retirement from 
active duties for the city. He is remembered by all 
who knew him as a respected family man, and he 
was cited by the City several times for being 
“dedicated, dependable, and the best.” 

Charles H. Alexander found his last resting place 
in the Fairmount Cemetery in November, 1968. He 
was joined there in March of 1979 by his devoted 
Zora, gentle wife and companion of 54 years. 

Their legacies of loving kindness, good humor and 
loyalties to family, friends, and employers, continues 
to live on in their children and their families, all 
currently residing in San Angelo. 

by R.K. Alexander 


ALEXANDER, FISHER LEE 


Fisher Lee Alexander, Rosa Fern and Geneva Lea 
Alexander (child). 


Fisher Lee Alexander was born August 8, 1881 in 
Raleigh, Wake County, North Carolina. His parents 
were James Lee Alexander, and Harriett Loutishia 
Fisher. 

On April 15, of 1909, Fisher married Rosa Fern 
Leinneweber. They were married in the home of 
Fern’s parents at 21 West 11th Street, in San Angelo. 
They were the parents of three children: Geneva Lea, 
Ramona, and Annie Loutishia. 

Somewhere around the years of 1909 or 1910 
Fisher operated the streetcar here in San Angelo. 
It went up and down Chadbourne Street and Harris 
Street. The streetcar ran off of an electric wire above 
the street, and ran on rails similar to a railroad track. 

Fisher also worked for a while with his father-in- 
law at the Leinneweber Blacksmith Shop. 

The last place of employment ended up being the 
cause of his death. He was working in the office of 
the Koen Hide Shop on 4th Street. One Saturday 
morning after he cut himself shaving, he went to the 
Hide Shop to show a fellow some hides. Little did 
he know at the time that one of the hides he had 
handled was contaminated with Anthrax. He 


became infected where he had earlier cut himself 
shaving, and after only five days he died. 

The date and place of his death was November 
15, 1917 in San Angelo. Fisher is now buried in the 
Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


ALLARD, JOHN PERRY 
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Della (Danley) Allard, September, 1957 
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John Perry Allard and grandson, Scott Allard, 1957 


John Perry Allard was born to Parolee and Aaron 
Hardin Allard on September 28, 1884 in 
Stephenville, Texas. He had five sisters and six 
brothers. His dad, Aaron, ranched in Sterling 
County many years. John returned to Stephenville 
where he married Adella Danley on June 5, 1907. 
While living in Stephenville two sons, Thurman and 
Thruston, and one daughter, Wynona, were born. 
They then moved back to Sterling County where 
their son Carl was born. In 1917, they moved to 
Carlsbad because of John’s desire to work at the 
state sanatorium. He helped build many of the 
buildings that are still present today. While in 
Carlsbad, a daughter, Patsy, and a son, Jack, were 
born to them. 

John ranched and farmed and loved to build. He 
was the first Constable of Carlsbad, a job he held 
three years. John served as trustee at Carlsbad 
School District for many years. John’s sons were also 
active in many areas. Thurman farmed, worked for 
the county and for Mathis Field until he retired. 
Thurman served many years as a trustee at Lake 
View Independent School District. He had two 
children, Jim and Dorothy. Thruston was a railroad 
man, was married and had two children: Ronald and 


Peggy. Carl was and still is a barber in San Angelo. 
He is married and has one son, Bobby Joe. Jack, the 
youngest son, was a newspaper man at the Standard- 
Times for several years before moving to San 
Francisco to serve as Editor of the Independent 
Newspaper there. At the time of his death in 1971, 
he was Personnel Director of the University of 
Berkley College in California. 

Wynona Allard Garner, John’s eldest daughter, 
married and had three children: C.W., Georgia Lee 
and Barbara. They lived in Water Valley when 
Wynona died at the age of 25. Patsy Allard Baker, 
John’s other daughter, is married and has three 
children: Wayne, Weldon and Karen. They all reside 
in the Grape Creek area. 

John’s wife, Adella, passed away in 1960, and 
John died in 1963. Four of their children are also 
deceased: Wynona (1938), Thruston (1969), Jack 
(1971) and Thruman (1985). They are all buried at 
Fairmount Cemetery with the exception of Thruston 
who is buried at Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

by Patsy Baker 


ALLDAY, CAPTAIN 
JACK O. 
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Jack Allday, 1942 


In 1903, a young British cavalry officer came to 
live and work on the Turner ranches near Water 
Valley, Texas. He was Captain Jack Allday, who had 
recently served in the British Cavalry during the 
second or Great Boer War which took place between 
1899 and 1902, in the South African Republic. 

Jack O. Allday was born in Birmingham, England, 
in 1880, son of the Hamy Alldays, and had two 
brothers and one sister, who remained in England. 
During his first years in Texas, he worked for Mrs. 
William Turner, Stanley Turner and the Harley 
Turners. 

At the start of World War I, Captain Allday 
returned to England, where he served as a Major. It 
is believed that he was the first man from Tom 
Green County to see service in World War I. After 
the end of that war, he returned to ranch life in 
Texas. 

On November 26, 1920, Beatrice Stelfox Turner, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harley Turner, and Jack 
Allday were married in the Presbyterian Church in 
San Angelo. The Alldays made their home with the 
Harley Turners, where Jack helped his wife and his 
sister-in-law, Miss Barbara Turner, on the ranch. 

Life on the ranch was not all work for the Alldays 
and Miss Turner. They enjoyed practicing playing 
polo. For this they had a patch of land near the 
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ranch headquarters cleared. The bushes and trees 
that were cleared off were piled at intervals around 
the clearing, forming brush jumps, for use in training 
some of their horses to jump, also. 

Horses being one of Jack Allday’s chief interests, 
they always had plenty of good, well kept thorough- 
bred type horses, well suited for ranch work, polo 
and army remount. 

The Alldays made two trips to England to visit 
relatives and family friends, one in the summer of 
1928 and the other a few years later. 

Captain Allday was well liked by people with 
whom he did business and referred to as quiet but 
friendly and courteous, a typical English gentleman. 
After 44 years on the ranch in Texas, Jack Allday 
died on August 15, 1947, at the age of 67, leaving 
his wife Beatrice and her sister, Barbara Turner, to 
run the Harley Turner ranch for their remaining 
years. Beatrice Allday died in 1979 and Barbara in 
1984. 

by Pearl B. Jones 


ALLEN - CARAWAY 


James Monroe Allen was born in North Carolina, 
September 17, 1826. He married Laura Elizabeth 
Hawley, who was born in Illinois June 28, 1830. 
They migrated from North Carolina to Tennessee, 
Arkansas and Texas. Mrs. Allen taught in Salado 
School and Salado College. Mr. Allen owned a 
mercantile store in Marshall, Texas. They had nine 
children. Hawley C. was the youngest. 

James Monroe Allen served in two wars as a 
Lieutenant, in the Mexican War and the Civil War 
in the Confederate Army. 

Before entering the Confederate Army, he sold the 
store and gave the proceeds to his wife to live on. 
Soon the Confederate money was not good for 
exchange. The family lived very poorly during the 
war. She had to bake bread and her son Virgil sold it 
to the soldiers. He also sold newspapers to help his 
mother and the family. Mrs. Allen died June 9, 
1898, in Sherwood and is buried there. Mr. Allen 
died January 23, 1908 in Sherwood, Texas. 

Hawley C. Allen was born November 29, 1877, 
at Salado, Texas. His family came to Coke County 
in 1889. He opened a butcher shop in San Angelo in 
1901. Business was good even though steak sold at 
10 cents a pound. 

A happy event occurred in Hawley’s life June 15, 
1902. He married the popular Amelia Boyce 
Caraway, a school teacher and daughter of Wiley 
T. Caraway, an early day rancher in the Hayrick 
Community. After their marriage, they lived in San 
Angelo. 

The land rush was a great event in Irion County 
in 1903. The State of Texas issued land grants of 
four sections to citizens provided they filed and 
lived on the land three years. Amelia and Hawley 
filed on four sections. Amelia lived in a tent by 
herself most of the time, having only a bulldog and 
a 45 Colt pistol. She was accurate with a gun. 
Hawley worked in town for March Brothers, a 
large mercantile store in San Angelo. Each Saturday 
night after work, he rode horseback 32 miles to be 
with his wife, returning in time for work on Monday. 

In 1905, he formed a partnership with Frank Van 
Court in the transfer business. 

He entered politics in 1909 and was elected 
constable of Tom Green County; later he was 
elected sheriff of Tom Green County. He served 
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through 1921. They moved to the Hayrick Ranch in 
Coke County in 1922. He was elected sheriff of Coke 
County in 1923 and served through 1926. In 1932 
he returned to Tom Green County and served four 
years as chief deputy. 

Hawley died January 11, 1974 at the age of 95 
and Amelia died February 28, 1976 at the age of 95. 
They were laid to rest in the Hayrick Lodge Cemetery 
in Robert Lee. 

Hawley and Amelia had three sons: Gerald C., 
Frank V., and Hawley, Jr. There is also a grandson, 
William H. Allen of Robert Lee and a grand- 
daughter, Lisa Allen Gill of Dallas. 

by William H. Allen 


ALLEN - GASTON 


1906. 


4: 1 f 
60th Wedding Anniversary, Robert Buxton and Mary 
Allen family. 


Robert Buxton Allen was born in Wright County, 
Missouri, October 2, 1882, the son of Charles and 
Katie Allen. His family moved to Oklahoma Indian 
Territory in 1886 where Robert grew up. Here, he 
taught school one year before moving with his 
parents to Texas in 1903. They settled in the Orient 
Community near the Coke County Line. 

Mary Adeline (Madie) Gaston was born October 
20, 1889, in Calhoun County, Mississippi, the 
daughter of S.W. and Addie Gaston. S.W.’s father, a 
captain in the Confederate Army, was killed in battle 
and saw S.W. only once. In 1891, Madie came with 
her parents to the Grape Creek Community. In 1899, 


the family bought ranch land near Tennyson and 
moved there. 

Robert and Madie were married in the Gaston 
home, May 6, 1906. They then went to Galveston, 
where Robert attended business college. On 
returning to Orient, they learned of the new Sand 
Springs School at Silver. Robert was hired as the 
teacher and they moved there in September, 1907. 
He was farming but continued to teach school in the 
surrounding communities of Sand Springs, 
McKenzieville, Silver and Edith, until 1919, when 
he retired from teaching and devoted his time to 
stock farming. In addition to stock farming, he was 
also the Silver Postmaster and operated a general 
store. Much of the post office and store work was 
done by Madie, with help from the older children. 
The Allens were parents of twelve children; eight 
are still living: Mrs. R.W. Odom (Thelma), San 
Angelo; Mrs. Elmer Clegg (Ruthelle) Pocaset, 
Massachusetts, and Kerrville, Texas; Mrs. E.E. Fultz 
(Lucille), San Angelo; Charles G. Allen, San Angelo; 
William G. Allen, Sweetwater, Texas; Mrs. J.E. 
Sanders (Cleone), Eldorado, Texas; Mrs. W.L. 
Archer (Nita), San Angelo; and Mrs. W.T. Jones 
(Esther), San Angelo. One son, Verdon, Ist 
Lieutenant and bombardier, was killed in World War 
II over Toulon, France. Two children, R.B. and 
Adeline, preceded him in death. Another son, 
Robert D. Allen, San Angelo, died October 23, 
1983, and is buried in Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

Robert was a long-time Elder and Bible teacher 
in the Church of Christ, Silver School Trustee, 
Chairman of the Coke County Democratic party for 
twenty years. In 1935, when farmers went to 
Washington, D.C., to meet with President Roosevelt, 
Robert was the delegate from Coke County. Mrs. 
Allen was an active member of the Home 
Demonstration Club and Parent-Teachers 
Association. 

In 1959, the Allens moved to San Angelo where 
they lived at 1801 Live Oak until Robert’s death, 
September 8, 1967. They were active members in 
the Colorado and Jackson Church of Christ. They 
celebrated their 61st wedding anniversary before 
his death. Mrs. Allen lived in Rio Concho Manor 
until her death January 1, 1977. They are buried in 
McKenzieville Cemetery at Silver. 

by Thelma Allen Odom 


ALLEN - HOLDER 
DAVIS 


Robert Durward Allen was born August 10, 1910 
to Robert B. and Mary Adeline (Gaston) Allen in 
the home of his paternal grandparents, Charles 
Pines and Kate (Verser) Allen. The home was in Tom 
Green County near the community of Orient. He 
grew up as a farm boy in Coke County, but attended 
San Angelo high school. The school was on 
Magdalen Street, and the front portion of the 
building consisted of the old Ben Ficklin court house 
which had been dismantled and reassembled on 
Magdalen. R.D. later took a course at San Angelo 
Business College. During this time, he fell in love 
with O.C.B. Holder, the orphaned daughter of 
Alonzo “Lonnie” and Effie (Weatherford) Holder. 
She had been brought up by her grandmother, Mrs. 
Lucy Weatherford, in the Veribest community. 

In 1932 the young couple married and started 
farming, first in Coke County near Silver, later in 


R.D., Travis, LuRene and O.C.B. Allen 


Finis, Robin and Gwen Allen 


the Miles community, and finally at Vancourt in 
southeast Tom Green County. By the time of 
O.C.B.’s death in 1949 their children, LuRene (1934) 
and Travis (1935) were in their teens. Later R.D. 
started seeing a nurse, Gwendolyn (Davis) Witt, 
widow of Alden Witt. She was a cousin to O.C.B. 

In 1950 R.D. and Gwen were wed, and this union 
was blessed with two sons, Finis Durward in 1952, 
and Robert Roy “Robin” in 1955. On their farm south 
of Vancourt, the family raised feed for their cattle in 
addition to cotton, maize, and some wheat. 

After high school, LuRene went to work in a San 
Angelo bank where she continued after marrying 
Marvin D. “Jackie” Jacoby, son of Max and Mary 
Jacoby of Eola. The young Jacobys later had three 
children, Kathy, Sherry and Steve. 

Travis married Delores Williams, also of Eola; her 
parents were Siler and Edna Williams. After getting 
a degree in Agriculture, Travis served a number of 
years as a county agent before taking over the farm 
on his dad’s retirement. He had three children and 
adopted the son of his second wife, the former Susan 
Clark. The children are Deborah, Monte, Doyle and 
Mamie Irene “MIA.” 

Finis worked for a time at Standard-Times and 
later became a partner in a wood and mirror 
manufacturing concern. After R.D. retired and Travis 
died, Finis returned to run the farm. He married 


Rhonda Jewell whose grandfather was “Dix” 
Cunningham, a well known local locksmith. The 
couple has two daughters, Michelle and Heather. 

Robin farmed part-time with Finis while in 
college. After completion of his master’s degree, he 
went to work for the San Angelo city planning 
department. Robin married the former Kathy Tate, 
daughter of Sue (Bullock) and Don Tate, a local 
plumber. Kathy has one daughter, Krystal Lee. 

R.D. Allen died October 23, 1983, in his home in 
San Angelo. He is buried in Lawnhaven Memorial 
Cemetery beside O.C.B. 


by G.D. Allen 


ALLEN - ODOM 


I, Flora Thelma (Allen) Odom, was born in the 
home of my grandparents, Charles and Katie Allen, 
at Orient, Tom Green County, on January 24, 1907. 
In September of that year, I moved with my parents 
to Silver, Texas, where my father taught in the public 
school. 

My parents were Robert B. Allen and Mary 
Adeline (Gaston) Allen. My father was born October 
2, 1882, in Missouri and came with his parents in 
1903 to Orient. My mother was born October 20, 
1889, in Mississippi. Her family moved to the Grape 
Creek Community in 1891 and in 1899 the family 
bought ranch land near Tennyson and moved there. 


at 
Thelma and Bob Odom 


Five generations of the Allen Family 


My early school years were spent in Silver. I was 
then “boarded out” with my aunt and uncle, Villa 
and Will Carr, in San Angelo where I finished Edison 
Junior and San Angelo High Schools. Later I 
attended San Angelo Junior College and Abilene 
Christian College. I met Robert William (Bob) 

Odom in San Angelo. He was born in Cumby, 
Hopkins County, Texas, May 1, 1903. He attended 
the Cumby schools. His parents were Bob Hewitt 
and Alice (Hankins) Odom. 

We were married in San Angelo, August 20, 
1932, and lived in San Angelo for a few years. Our 
only child, a son, Robert Hewitt, was born March 
23, 1934. In 1936, we moved to Silver and lived 
near my parents on their ranch land. Bob farmed and 
ranched and I worked a few years in the post office. 
I then accepted a teaching job in the Silver School. 
By 1948 the oil activity at Silver was in full swing; 
so we moved near the Sun Oil Company camp and 
opened a cafe business. The Silver Post Office was 
also moved to this location. I was appointed 
postmaster, and it was my privilege to work 33.5 
years as a postmaster. Bob was a part time postal 
clerk. We retired in 1977. 

Bob and I were always interested in the “doings” 
of the community and took part whenever possible. 
We were members of the Church of Christ. He was 
a school trustee and a charter member of the Silver 
Lions Club. He served as the Tail Twister. I was a 
member of Parent Teachers Association, the Home 
Demonstration Club, a sponsor for the 4-H club 
girls and a charter member of the Coke County 
Historical Society. 
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In 1978, we moved back to San Angelo and bought 
a home at 3014 Briargrove Lane. We were members 
of the Johnson Street Church of Christ. Bob died 


April 19, 1987, after a long illness. He is buried in 
McKenzieville Cemetery at Silver. 
by Thelma Allen Odom 


ALLEN, CHARLES PINES 


Charles Pines Allen and Kate Allen, father and mother of Robert Buxton Allen (father of Nita Allen 


Archer). 


My father, Robert Buxton Allen, was 21 when he 
moved from Oklahoma to a farm at Orient with his 
parents, Charles Pines Allen and Kate Shubelle 
Verser Allen, and his siblings, Arvilla, Elmer, 
Leona, Orval, Newell and Ellen Ann (Nell). Kate 
and Charles were originally from Truxton, Missouri, 
and had moved to Oklahoma Territory to take 
advantage of the “free’’ land. Their home in 
Oklahoma for a time was a dugout, and the family 
was supported in part by Grandfather hauling 
buffalo bones, which were everywhere, to Liberal, 
Kansas. The bones were ground and used for 
fertilizer. They sold for $8.00 per ton, and a ton was 
a load. It took a week to make a round trip. 

Grandfather died in 1914. Grandmother continued 
to live on the farm after his death and ran it with 
the help of her son, Elmer, who did not marry until 
after Grandmother died. 

Grandmother is well remembered by all who knew 
her as a hard-working diminutive “ball of fire’. Two 
family stories involve her courage: She and her baby 
were alone at their home. A group of Indians came 
by. She stood at the door of her home holding a gun 
as tall or taller than she, and told them to leave. 
They left! In later years, an aggressive billy goat 
knocked her down and would perhaps have killed 
her, but she managed to get in some rocks and with 
a tree branch warded off his attack. Her calls for 
help were finally heard and she was rescued. 

My father, Robert, married Mary Adeline 
(Madie) Gaston, oldest child of Samuel W. and 
Addie Gaston of the nearby community of Tennyson 
in 1906. Part of my parents’ early-married years 
were spent in Orient where my father taught 
school at Ray and farmed. 

My grandparents and their children are no longer 
living. Their many descendants are grateful for the 
legacy of their lives, well-lived. We have happy 
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memories of playing under the big oak trees by the 
farmhouse and then eating Grandmother’s delicious 
food. Because they lived near the railroad tracks, 
many hobos shared the delicious food, also. It is a 
special memory to me of her kindness to them. 

The farm at Orient was sold after Uncle Elmer’s 
death in 1973, but Orient will always have a special 
place in the hearts of Charles and Kate Allen’s 
descendants. 

by Nita Allen Archer 


ALLEN, FLOYD and NOMA 
FAYE 


Floyd and Noma Faye Allen 


Floyd Tolbert Allen was born April 24, 1917, in 
Kingsland, Llano County, Texas, the third of four 


sons born to Issac Franklin Allen and Rosa Delma 
(Cole) Allen. He attended school at Lone Grove. 

He got his barber’s license in 1939, at Houston, 
where he worked for two years. He came to San 
Angelo in 1941 and opened a barber shop at 
Goodfellow Field, which he operated for five years. 
He was associated with the Hotel Cactus Barber 
Shop for 38 years. In 1960, Robert Kennedy was 
in San Angelo campaigning for his brother John for 
President. He came in the barber shop and Floyd 
cut his hair, which was seventy-five cents. NO TIP! 
Many notables came in the shop. He cut John 
Tower’s hair several times. A severe heart attack 
forced his retirement in 1984. 

On December 5, 1948, Floyd and Noma Faye 
Piper were married. She was born June 21, 1927, to 
August Piper, Sr., and Anna Mae (Blakeney) Piper 
of San Angelo. She attended school at Lake View. 
Their children are Gary Floyd, who married Sylvia 
Gray; Ronald Loyd, who married Jo Ann Foster; 
Wallace Dale; and Gail LaDell, who married Jack 
McWhorter. Ronald has a son, Shannon, born in 
1978. Gail has a son, Jason, born in 1985. 

Noma Faye obtained her beautician’s license in 
1945 and worked until 1976. 

Floyd and Noma Faye are members of the Harris 
Avenue Baptist Church. Floyd has been a member 
of Business Men’s Bible Class since 1943. In 1945, 
he became a member of Blue Lodge #570, San 
Angelo. He belongs to York Rite Body #28, and 
Scottish Rite, 32nd degree, Dallas, Texas. Both 
Floyd and Noma Faye are members of Eastern Star 
Lodge #10. Floyd, Noma Faye and Gail have earned 
the Grand Cross of Colors with the Rainbow Girls. 
Floyd served five years and Noma Faye served three 
years on the Rainbow Girls’ Board. Gail is a 
Majority Member of Rainbow Girls’ Chapter #100. 

Floyd and Noma Faye were active in PTA at San 
Jacinto, Washington Junior High and Edison Junior 
High for many years. Noma Faye received a Texas 
Life Membership in PTA in 1972. Both are 
members of Fannin PTA for three years, where their 
grandson Shannon attends school. 

In 1968, Noma Faye was an election clerk in 
Precinct 39, later becoming an alternate judge. She 
has worked every election, with the exception of two 
or three when she was ill. 

The couple has worked more than 29 years, total, 
with the Boy Scouts. Each received the Silver 
Beaver Award and a Ist Merit Award, in Twin 
Mountain District, currently known as the Amangi 
Trail. Their three sons achieved the rank of Eagle 
Scout. They worked about two years in Girl Scouts. 

The Allens have owned and operated the “Brass 
Lamp,” a brass specialty shop, since 1979. 

by Noma Faye Allen 


ALLEN, HARVEY H. 


Harvey H. Allen was born May 31, 1873, in San 
Diego, California. He married Addie Foster in 
Coleman, Texas, on March 23, 1898. In 1911, they 
moved to San Angelo. 

Harvey was a conductor on the Orient railroad, 
later acquired by Santa Fe. He worked for the 
railroads 35 years, retiring in 1945. 

He was Mayor of San Angelo from 1942-1946. 
He helped organize the Board of City Develop- 
ment and was its president from 1918-1920, was 
district manager for the West Texas Chamber of 
Commerce in 1923. He was a Mason, member of 


the Order of Railway Conductors, one of the original 
investors in the Chain Investment Company. In 
December, 1957, he was named manager of the 
Golden Spur Hotel, northeast corner of Twohig 
and Irving. At one time, he was in the real estate 
and insurance business. 

He and Mrs. Allen were members of the Episcopal 
Church. They had two sons, H. Hicks Allen, and 
Neyland F. Allen. 

When Addie died, May 19, 1956, (buried at 
Coleman, Texas) Harvey gave as a memorial to 
Addie a number of wild fowl, ducks, geese and swans 
and placed them in the City parks on the Concho 
River at the Irving Street Crossing. About the same 
time, Jimmie Rogers, City Parks Department 
Director, bought several mallard geese from a firm 
in Minnesota and put them on the river. This was 
Jimmie’s own gift to the city. 

Mr. Allen died January 24, 1960, and is buried at 
Coleman, Texas. 

H. Hicks Allen married Helen Harris (Harris 
Avenue is named for her family) and Neyland Foster 
Allen married Felma May. 

by Mary McIntosh Erwin 


ALLEN, HAWLEY C. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hawley Allen, Sr. 


Sheriff Had Recipe That Worked In Old Angelo 
Hawley C. Allen, an old man, folded his wrinkled 
hands, took a deep draw on his cigarette and leaned 
back in his chair. He was talking to an interviewer 
from the San Angelo newspaper. From the depths of 
his 83 years of experience came the recipe. 

“A sheriff ought to be a gentleman as long as they 
let him — and the meanest man in town when they 
don’t.” 

Hawley C. Allen was the meanest gentleman in 
Tom Green and Coke County towns for a long time 
after his first law enforcement job in 1909 in a little 
wild stretch of saloons known as San Angelo. 

Born in Salado, Bell County, Allen came to San 
Angelo in 1901 after “going on his own at 18 and 
running cattle.” In 1902, as his wife, the former 
Amelia Caraway, once said, “Hawley was out after 
the hounds chasing wildcats and he came to our 
house. And he got me.”’ 


Allen liked to chase wildcats, but he liked to run 
criminals better. “It gets in your blood;” he said, “you 
can’t hardly quit. I think a sheriff’s just got to kinda 
be born that way.” 

He gave credit for his first election as sheriff to 
12 men. It was 1909 and 12 men of the grand jury 
had adjourned a number of times while waiting for 
the accused, who couldn’t be found. They asked 
Allen, then constable, to bring the man to court. He 
got a description of the man, and got on his horse 
and started riding. Shortly he saw a figure walking 
toward him from the river. When he stopped him, he 
could tell by his answers and actions that this was 
the man. He told the man to get up behind him on 
the horse. So in less than one hour after beginning 
his search, Allen brought the man to the impressed 
grand jury. They asked him to run for sheriff, saying 
they would support him. He ran and was elected 
sheriff of Tom Green County by a 76-vote margin in 
the next election. 

He was sheriff for 12 years. “The hard men were 
up in years then,” he said. “Nowadays they’re mostly 
boys. The Tom Green County boys came off the 
ranches to San Angelo, got full of whiskey and got 
noisy. I’d just tell’em to go to bed and they would. 
They were easily handled and did not do bad things 
for meanness, they just forgot. I’1l tell you one thing, 
you couldn’t beat’em for citizenship.” 

San Angelo had 18 saloons in those days, “almost 
all run by good citizens,’’ Allen said. “I told myself 
then that I’d never take a drink as long as I carried a 
six-shooter, and I never did.” 

In the roaring twenties, Allen left Tom Green 
County and went to a ranch in Coke County. The 
call of action prompted him to run for office again— 
and he became their sheriff. 

“Coke County was quiet and no trouble,” he said, 
and he stayed in office for four years. Then in 1932 
he returned to Tom Green County as chief deputy 
for about four years; he then quit law enforcement 
forever. 

He said that in the more than twenty years, he 
never “got the hide knocked off’’ himself. He 
followed, as best he could, his own code: “Don’t 
back up. If you do you’ll lose prestige. The main 
thing is to be right—then stay in there.” 

Allen thought that a lot of people of modern times 
did not appreciate or respect officers. He thought if 
an officer does his job he should be “backed all the 
way.” 

Yes, he shot a man once, but did not like to talk 
about it, other than to say, “It was either him or me.”’ 

This interview was made in January of 1961 

by Mary Sharp 


ALLEN, KEITH STACY and 
MELODY JEANNE 
(JOHNSON) 


Keith Stacy Allen, born December 16, 1949, 
attended San Angelo public schools, graduating 
from San Angelo Central High School in 1968. 
Stacy played varsity football and varsity baseball, 
and was voted “Class Favorite” by his graduating 
classmates. Stacy attended Angelo State University, 
studying Physical Education. In 1969, Stacy moved 
to Dallas where he participated in the Apprentice- 
ship Program of the Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 
Union #100, receiving his State Journeyman 
Plumber’s License in 1974. On June 27, 1970, 


Melody, Melissa, Stacy, Josh and Melinda. Melody 
is the granddaughter of Jake and Lorenia Payne of 
the Harriett Community. 


Stacy married Melody Jeanne Johnson. Stacy 
continued his work training courses at Mountain 
View College and Texas State Technical Institute in 
Dallas. In 1978, Stacy moved his family to San 
Angelo and began employment with WELEX, INC. 
In 1986, Stacy began his own plumbing business, 
Allen Plumbing. 

Melody Jeanne Johnson, born September 26, 
1950, in Lubbock, Texas, the only child of Andrew 
Josh and Ima Jeanne (Payne) Johnson. Melody 
attended public schools in Los Alamos, New 
Mexico, and San Angelo, graduating from San 
Angelo Central in1968. Melody received a B.M. in 
Piano Pedagogy in 1973 from Southern Methodist 
University. Melody began accompanying as a child 
and continues to accompany professionally 
throughout the state. Melody has served as Secretary 
of Texas Music Teachers Association—Student 
Affiliate; past President of San Angelo Music 
Teachers Association, member of the Dallas Music 
Teachers Association Executive Board, Vice 
President and President of the San Angelo 
Philharmonic Society; Junior Counselor of District 
XI Federated Music Clubs; and Associational 
Instrumental Coordinator for the Concho Valley 
District Southern Baptist Convention. 

Stacy and Melody have three children: Melissa 
Jeanne, born January 9, 1971, studying Harp at 
Interlochen Arts Academy, Interlochen, Michigan; 
Melinda Jenee, born November 22, 1973; and Josh 
Stacy, born July 22, 1980. 

by Ima Jeanne Johnson 


ALLEN, MARY (RECTOR) 


Mary Izella was born on February 4, 1913, the 
second of seven children, to Flenoid and Minnie 
Rector. They were living in Colorado County, Texas, 
at that time. Later, the family moved to Bartlett, near 
Granger, Texas. Mary attended high school in 
Bartlett and dreamed of becoming a writer. She 
attended night school in Bartlett, pursuing her dream. 
She wrote several essays while in night school, but 
she soon realized it took money to publish a book, 
which she didn’t have. She laid all her dreams to 
rest and sought more productive endeavors that 
would support her. 
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Mary Allen 


From 1937 to 1939 she lived in Houston. 

In mid-December of 1939, she moved to San 
Angelo. The first week she was here, she united with 
the Greater St. Paul’s AME Church. She became very 
active in the church, teaching Sunday School for 
many years. She was an usher, also president of the 
Missionary Society for 27 years. She has worked 
for several years with the Church Women United 
of San Angelo, which includes 39 local churches, 
being president for three years. She attended a state 
convention in Fort Worth, along with some 4,000 or 
5,000 other members. She is a member of the Concho 
Valley RSVP. 

In 1944, Mary married Eddie Allen, in San Angelo. 
He was employed by the Elks Club. They bought a 
home on West 17th Street in 1956 and have lived 
there ever since. Eddie passed away in June of 1962 
and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Mary was employed by Patricia Eckert, also Mrs. 
Craig Porter, and worked for each many years. 

She has always devoted part of her time to visiting 
and caring for the needs of the sick and elderly. 

Not long after she came to San Angelo, she met 
Lettie Smith and Daisy Davis. They became very 
devoted friends and during their last years, she spent 
much of her time caring for these ladies. Lettie passed 
away November 8, 1987, and Daisy passed away 
February 1, 1988, just 30 days before her 100th 
birthday. The passing of these ladies has left a void 
in the community which may never be completely 
filled. 

Mary devotes more and more of her time to the 
sick and elderly. 

by Marie Triplett Foster, from interview with 

Mary Allen in January, 1988. 


AMES, ERNEST REYNOLDS 


Frederick Ames had left Germany in the 1860’s 
for America. He established a thriving hardware 
business and sent for his fiancee, Eleanor Weste. 
Although she nearly died on the long ocean voyage, 
they were soon married. 

The Ames had five daughters. One, Emma 
Dorothea, became her father’s clerk and book- 
keeper. She'd search until she found every penny, in 
getting her daily balance. 

Ernest Reynolds Ames, a young gentleman from 
Massachusetts, was living in Chicago. He had an 
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Ernest Reynolds Ames, Driver, Sonora Mail ine, 
Sonora-San Angelo, Texas, about 1906, 1907, 1908. 


inventive mind, and needed a few parts for his current 
project. 

The gusty Chicago wind slammed the door shut 
as a customer entered the store. Emma said, “May I 
help you, sir?” 

“Yes, Miss,” he answered. “I need some nuts and 
bolts.”’ 

She showed him where they were, and, 
commenting on the awful windy weather, he handed 
her his selection. She tied the package, said 
“Goodbye and good wishes’, and he smiled and 
walked out the door. 

Right away the door re-opened, and as he entered 
dragging the uncut string from the package, they both 
howled with laughter. 

Ernest said, “Looks like you’ve got ‘strings’ on 
me!” and, indeed, as their romance grew, they did 
have strings on each other. 

They were married on March 4, 1903, and left for 
Prague, Oklahoma Territory, where they opened a 
“Racket” store. They sold housewares, toys, shoes, 
paint and tires. 

Their first child, Frederick, was born in December, 
1903. Evangeline was born July, 1905. Business 
became slow, so they decided to sell out. They 
arrived in San Angelo, Texas in October, 1905. 

Ernest learned that mail service was to begin July 
1, 1906, between San Angelo and Sonora, Texas. He 
applied for and got the contract. He brought two 
horse-drawn “hacks”’ back to San Angelo. The hacks 
couldn’t always handle the bad road conditions, and 
sometimes the passengers had to get out and push. 

Ernest and Emma bought 25 acres, built a new 
house and started a small dairy. They had a well and 
grew several crops, including cotton, and hay, which 
they bailed. 

One day a terrible storm blew down the barn, and 
it seemed the house might go at any minute. The 
walls were swaying, and Emma got a shock from 
lightning as her hand touched a brass bed. Frightened, 
she silenced the children, who had been enjoying 
the storm immensely. 

Next day, their gate was still locked, but their horse 
was found across the road in the neighbor’s field. 
The Ames family moved several times, and Ernest 
O., Edward, Marie, Dorothy and Emma Ruth were 
born by 1914. The last move was by pick-up truck 
back to San Angelo. 

Ernest eventually decided to move on west. With 
eight good references, he found automotive 
employment in Phoenix, Arizona, during a thirteen 
month absence. He sent for the family, and, in June, 
1919, they bid a fond farewell to Tom Green County 
and San Angelo, traveling by train to a new home 
for years to come. 

by Evangeline Ames Hood 


AMES, JACK CHARLES 
(CHESTER) and FRANCES 
KATHERINE 


Jack Charles (Chester) Ames and Frances 
Katherine (Katie) (Crawford) Ames moved to San 
Angelo on Freeland Street in 1967. They moved here 
to enjoy the retirement atmosphere and to be near 
their son and his family, Jim and Joyce Ames. 

Chester had retired after a lifetime of many 
occupations: oil field in Ranger, Texas; farm work 
in Knox City, Texas; and police work mainly in Knox 
County, Texas. They raised their family in this 
vicinity. 

Chester was born in Joshua, Texas, March 1, 1888. 
His parents were Alfred Andrew Ames and Rinie 
West. 

Katie was born in Georgetown, Texas, April 11, 
1901. Her parents were Charles Sherman Crawford 
and Martha Wehring. 

Chester and Katie were married on January 29, 
1923. Katie had several hobbies beside her family. 
She loved cooking and having someone to enjoy it. 
She loved to tell ghost stories, and stories of the past, 
to her grandchildren. And, she also liked to go fishing 
with a cane pole and a bucket of worms. With their 
itching feet and their love of travel, they left here 
and moved to Wichita Falls, Texas, to live near their 
two daughters and their families, Roy and Thelma 
(Ames) Jackson and Marie (Ames) Tackett. 

Jack Charles (Chester) Ames died December 6, 
1977, and is buried at Wichita Falls. Frances 
Katherine (Crawford) Ames died June 19, 1977, and 
is also buried there. 

by Jim Calvin and Joyce L. Ames 


AMES, JIM CALVIN 


I, Jim Calvin Ames, was born in Sugarland, Texas, 
on January 12, 1929, but I was raised in Knox City, 
Texas. My parents are Jack Chester Ames and 
Frances Katherine (Crawford) Ames. 

My first visit to San Angelo was in April, 1946. I 
had enlisted in the Army Air Force and came to San 
Angelo to be given a checkup and be sworn in. 
Finally, after a three day stay, I was sworn in on April 
11. I didn’t dream this would be my home many years 
later. I married Joyce Newman in 1949, 

Iam a Past Master of Lodge #898 at Miles, Texas, 
Member of San Angelo Council #110 - R.S.M. - 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry - Waco, Texas; San 
Angelo Chapter #170 R.A.M. and Suez Temple - 
San Angelo. In 1954, I became a Master Mason. I 
was a supervisor at Ethicon for eight years. 

Flying was a hobby at a very young age; so I have 
several hundred hours in flying time, holding a 
commercial pilot’s license and instructor rating that 
I have never used. I spent over twenty years with 
several different companies in the aircraft and mis- 
sile field, including Site Inspector on the Titan Sites 
in Oklahoma and New Mexico. I was responsible 
for Quality Control of the Bell Jet-Copter, the one 
used in Vietnam, and also the vertical take-off jet 
which was much like the British Jump-Jet. 

Presently, I am President of the San Angelo 
Genealogical and Historical Society Club, past Vice- 
President, and Program Chairman. 

The past several years, I have spent most of my 
time doing genealogical research. 

by Jim Calvin Ames 


AMES, JOYCE (NEWMAN) 


Joyce Newman Ames, with twin brother Billie 
Gene Newman, was born on February 20, 1930, at 
the Newman’s homestead at Millersview, Concho 
County, Texas. Our parents are William (Bill) 
Solomon Newman and Ola Elma (Green) Newman. 
Since childhood, I have spent a good part of my life 
in and around San Angelo. Our family became 
acquainted with San Angelo at a very young age. 
We came to town in the summer before school started 
to buy our school clothes and supplies. My father 
always came here for the sheep and cattle buying 
and trading at the San Angelo Stockyards. Dad 
always wanted the best for his family; so when I 
finished Millersview High School, he enrolled me 
in San Angelo Business College. It was located 
upstairs in the old Cox-Rushing Department Store 
building on Chadbourne Street. Mrs. LaVerne 
Carson was the administrator over the college. The 
first summer I spent in the home of Jeff and Alice 
Jackson at 1621 Vanderventer Avenue. They were 
personal friends of my mother’s; Jeff was a retired 
ranch hand and carpenter. This was a difficult time 
in my life, leaving behind my family, farm life, 
friends, but it was a new beginning. 

In the fall of 1948, I left San Angelo and moved 
to Fort Worth, Texas, where I met Jim Calvin Ames 
and we were married on April 18, 1949. We bought 
our first home in Hood County, Texas. We were one 
of the first veterans to buy a farm under the Veteran’s 
Land Program. Our two children were born in 
Granbury, Texas: Jimmie William on July 20, 1950 
and Connie Gwyn on April 30, 1954. 

We moved our family to San Angelo in April, 
1965, from Woodstock, Georgia, after being in 
business for ourselves. We accepted the 
distributorship on a hosiery line in this area. We first 
moved into a house on Lakeside Drive and enrolled 
our children in school. Before the summer was over, 
we bought a house on Mockingbird Lane, and in 
1969 moved into our present home on West 44th 
Street. 

We are active members of the Colorado and 
Jackson Street Church of Christ. We center our lives 
around Christ, family researching and history, and 
our only grandchild, Chance William Ames. 

Jimmie William finished at Central High School 
in 1968 and earned a degree at Angelo State 
University in Business. Connie Gwyn finished at 
Lakeview High School in 1972 and earned a degree 
at Angelo State University in Elementary Education. 
by Joyce Newman Ames 


AMOS, JAMES H. 


James Harold (Ace) Amos was born February 1, 
1925 to Edgar Preston Amos and Nell Francis Riley 
Amos in Menard, Texas. On September 8, 1946, he 
married Eloise Lafaye Napier (born August 23, 1927 
in Brady, Texas; parents Floyd LeRoy Napier and 
Allen Benjamin Sheffield Napier) in Alpine, Texas. 
They have four children: Janice Rebecca (born 
November 19, 1947 in Alpine) who married 
Michael Lee Hari on March 29, 1969; Bonnie Beth 
(born March 29, 1951 in Brady); Jamie Sue (born 
January 18, 1957 in Snyder); and Kelly Patrick (born 
March 12, 1958 in Snyder) who married Anita Lynne 
Bradford (born June 25, 1960) on August 3, 1985. 
At present, Ace and Eloise have two grandchildren, 


1985 Photograph-The James H. Amos Family 
Front row: (left to right) Eloise L. Amos, James H. 
Amos, Janice R. Amos (Hari). Back row: (left to 
right) Bonnie B. Amos, Jamie S. Amos, Kelly P. 
Amos 


Michael Benjamin Hari, born March 4, 1971 in 
Berlin, Germany and Jason Christopher Hari, born 
May 11, 1973 in Austin, Texas. 

In August 1965 the Amos family moved to San 
Angelo from Snyder. Ace assumed duties of Edison 
Junior High ninth grade football coach and physical 
education teacher. In 1967, Ace was appointed 
assistant principal and adult education director. In 
1972 he was promoted to Edison Junior High 
Principal and held that position until retirement in 
July, 1984. 

Ace graduated from Menard High School in 1942, 
from Sul Ross College, Alpine, Texas in August, 
1948 with a Bachelor of Science, and received a 
Master of Education degree in 1955. He served in 
the 517 Parachute Infantry Regiment in European 
Theater in World War II from 1943-1945. He 
participated in the beach invasion of Italy and jumped 
into battle during the invasion of southern France. 

Ace has a great love for flying and received a 
commercial pilot’s license in 1961. During 1961- 
1981 he spent his vacations flying and spraying 
mesquite trees from the air. 

Eloise graduated from Menard High School in 
1944; she attended Texas Tech from 1944-1946, 
transferred to Sul Ross College to earn a Bachelor 
of Business Administration degree in August, 1947 
and later received a Master of Education degree in 
1955. She taught in Menard IL.S.D. during 1949- 
1950; in Eden I.S.D. 1952-1955; in Snyder I.S.D. 
(West Elementary) 1960-1965; fourth grade in San 
Angelo I.S.D. (Santa Rita Elementary) 1965-1971; 
teaching principal in San Angelo Holiman 
Elementary 1971-1977; principal of McGill 
Elementary 1977 to the present time. 

Eloise bowled in the Twilight Bowling League for 
eighteen years; plays golf, hunts and fishes with 
Ace; enjoys bridge, and visiting her parents in 
Menard. She is a member of the Ruth Class, First 
United Methodist Church, Alpha Beta Chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma, Ft. Concho Chapter of the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas. 

by Eloise Amos 


ANDERSON, RICHARD 
ALEXANDER 
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Richard A. Anderson 


Richard A. Anderson was born July 14, 1853, in 
Shelby County, Tennessee. His parents, Joshua L. 
and Catherine (Bradley) Anderson were married on 
December 15, 1828 in Edgecombe County, North 
Carolina. Richard was the ninth child of ten chil- 
dren. His sisters were Mary Ann and Emma Lou, 
and his brothers were Zedekiah, James, Jeremiah, 
Joshua, Zacariah, Lorenzo, and John Henry. All 
were born in Tennessee except Mary Ann, born in 
North Carolina. 

William Anderson of Edgecombe County was the 
father of Joshua L. Anderson. 

Richard Anderson was married to Effie Luda 
Walker on September 4, 1884 in Williamson County, 
Texas. Effie’s parents were Paul J. Walker married 
to Saluda Margaret Waller on March 10, 1856 in 
Granville County, North Carolina. 

To Richard and Effie, a son Henry was born in 
1885 and a daughter, Essie Saluda born October 21, 
1886 in Williamson County, Texas. The mother, 
Effie, had tuberculosis. The baby son died October, 
1886 and the mother died on December 1, 1892. 
Effie was buried in the old Oakes Street Cemetery 
of San Angelo. The grave was not marked, so later, 
members of the family did not know the location of 
the grave. 

Richard bought two lots in North Angelo and built 
a home at 7 East Eighth Street, year 1892. Richard 
had a small general store, 1892 to 1896. Later he 
worked for March Brothers’ General Store on 
Beauregard Avenue for eight years. In 1905, Essie, 
his daughter, was a cashier and clerk at March 
Brothers. Essie was baptized by a pastor of First 
Baptist, a ceremony in the Concho River. 

Richard’s second marriage was on May 3, 1896, 
to Martha Araminta Gafford of San Angelo. She was 
a talented seamstress and lived on Ninth Street with 
her brother. She was born October 21, 1863, in 
Mississippi and her parents were Benjamin Gafford 
and Frances Elizabeth Burns. A daughter, Viola 
Helen, was born on April 27, 1898 to Richard and 
Minta Anderson. 

Daughter Essie married James J. Clay on June 
14, 1905 officiated by Pastor Catlet Smith. A small 
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garden wedding was planned, but a hail storm came. 
The hail was large enough to use to make freezer ice 
cream for the guests. Minta made Essie’s beautiful 
long white silk and lace wedding gown and matching 
hat. 

Richard was a member of the First Baptist Church 
of San Angelo. He died of pneumonia on January 
19, 1906, and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. A 
large “Woodman of the World’’ stone marks the 
grave. He lived Christianity, and he sought to make 
the law of God his standard. His house was a 
Christian home and a house of prayer. 

Minta Anderson never re-married. She sewed 
beautiful clothes, quilts, comforts, tatting, crochet 
work and knitting. She died December, 1948 and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by EC. Stites 


ANDERSON, WILBUR LEE 


San Angelo pioneers Calvin Albert and Calla May 
Custer Anderson were the parents of Wilbur Lee, 
who was born July 14, 1911 in San Angelo. 

Wilbur attended school in San Angelo. He became 
interested in radios at an early age, and by his teens 
was a Radio Ham. “The Lord and books gave him 
this knowledge,”’ according to his wife, Mary. 

He enjoyed an active participation in sports as a 
young man, particularly baseball. He became 
interested in flying and continued that interest for 
many years. 

During the depression years, Wilbur quit school 
to work full time as a radio repairman. He was an 
engineer for radio station KGKL in that station’s 
early years of operation. 

During the 1936 flood, Anderson and Sam 
Ashburn were the only contacts with the “outside” 
for several hours. 

When the old St. Angelus Hotel was the home of 
KGKL and the tallest building in San Angelo, police 
were alerted that they were needed by a red light 
flashing on top of the hotel building. After a drug 
store was robbed and the owner killed, the city 
decided to let W.L. Anderson build a radio system 
to be used with the police and city systems for 
communications. This radio shop was in the 
basement of the City Hall. San Angelo then had a 
two-way radio system before many larger cities in 
Texas. Anderson at this time was the only two-way 
radioman in an area that encompassed many miles 
in West Texas. 

Wilbur Lee and Mary Ann McDougall were 
married in 1941. Mary’s grandparents had come to 
San Angelo in 1871. Mary worked in the Wedgwood 
and Spode Shop for Elsie and Amie Cornick for 18 
years. 

Three children were born of this union, all with 
Dr. Wall attending in the Clinic Hospital. Charles, 
and the twins, Dan and May, now are married and 
all live in San Angelo. The boys are associated with 
their father in Western Towers and Western 
Community T.V. 

Wilbur Lee Anderson was a pioneer in the 
following enterprises: 

1. The first drive-in theater in San Angelo, an 
entertainment center for family togetherness 
outdoors. 

2. The cable system in San Angelo: At a time when 
the FCC would not allow microwaving, and the 
system had to be brought in from 17 miles out of 
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town, Anderson devised a cable system to serve the 
needs of San Angelo. 

3. Western Communication Service: An operation 
that stemmed from Anderson’s Western Radio 
Company. Started in 1946, this served counties 
and cities around San Angelo until Western 
Communications was sold in 1983. 

Western Towers is currently occupying the time 
and interest of the Anderson family, headed by 
Wilbur. This enterprise grew out of the need for 
towers for radio communications. Towers are now 
sold to cable systems throughout the country. 

The Andersons also have a cable system in Big 
Lake. 

A series of honors have been bestowed on Wilbur 
Anderson. Among the most recent, at a D&D 
Banquet in 1972, he was named, “Boss of the Year.” 
He was cited for his assistance and devotion to the 
petroleum industry, to the Desk and Derrick Club, 
and for his participation in industry, civic and 
church affairs. 

Mary and Wilbur Anderson have been active in 
all phases of the Trinity United Methodist Church 
for many years. The family has lived in North 
Angelo since 1952. 

by R.K. Alexander 


ANDREW, R.J. and KATE 


R.J. (Bob) Andrew 


R.J. (Bob) Andrew was an early settler in San 
Angelo and maker of the famous Concho Saddles. 

Bob Andrew (known as Rob to his family) was 
born in Sumter County, South Carolina, in 1868 and 
came to Texas as a child with his family in 1877. 
His parents were Capt. George A. and Sallie Andrew. 

Kate Bessonette was born in Guntown, 
Mississippi, in 1872 to Dr. George C. and Sarah 
Bessonette. Kate weighed only one-and-a-half 
pounds at birth, and it was noted that a silver dollar 
obscured all her tiny face. Kate moved to Texas as a 
young girl in 1884. 

Rob and Kate met beside the Abney mineral wells 
in Lampasas and courted for four years. They were 
married in 1888 when Rob was 19 and Kate was 16 
years old. Rob had been apprenticed as a maker of 
saddles, harnesses and other leather goods since 
1885. This was to be his life’s work. 


Rob was sent to San Angelo in 1890 to open a 
new saddle shop. (Kate followed early the next year 
with infant Erin). Rob arrived in the frontier town of 
San Angelo on the 2 AM train. After an early 
breakfast at the hotel Rob walked out to survey his 
new hometown. Suddenly two men burst out of a 
saloon, shooting. Rob hid behind a telegraph pole 
and saw one man kill the other. During the day he 
heard comments about how the “thinnest man in 
town” had witnessed the killing, but he kept his 
mouth shut. That was his introduction to San Angelo! 

An invoice from Hagelsteins’ Hardware shows 
that Kate and Rob spent $50.05 to “set up house.” A 
#38 Stove cost $28.00, and the rest of the bill 
included pots, pans, skillet, shovels, coffee pot, set 
of dishes, goblets, utensils and other items. The bill 
was paid out at the rate of $5.00 a week. 

Rob and Kate were to live the rest of their lives 
in San Angelo, raising a family that included Erin 
(Powell), Harvey and Katherine (Carr). Rob became 
part-owner and later full owner of the saddle shop 
which became known as R.J. Andrew Saddle Shop, 
maker of Concho Saddles. The life sized dapple grey 
wooden horse that stood outside the saddle shop was 
known far and wide. The surviving Confederate 
veterans refought many battles sitting along side the 
horse. (The family donated this wooden horse to Ft. 
Concho Museum where it can be viewed.) 

Rob and Kate were both known as avid out- 
doorsmen who enjoyed camping, fishing, and 
hunting. Kate won blue ribbons at the fair for racing 
her horse and buggy. She enjoyed raising flowers 
and goldfish. Rob was known for his practical jokes 
and his musical ability. He played several instruments 
including the guitar and one rigged on a wash tub 
with a French harp that was held in place around his 
neck. Rob helped to organize the Old Settlers’ 
Association. He and Kate were very active in the 
Presbyterian Church where Rob was known to the 
kids as the “Chewing Gum Man” who handed out 
gum to them all. 

Following a stroke, Rob died in 1936. Kate 
continued to live in their home on Bird Street until 
her death at age 93 in 1965, having been a resident 
of San Angelo for 75 years. For someone who got a 
one-and-a-half pound start in this world, she did 
pretty good! Kate saw the rough frontier town that 
she loved grow into a thriving city. 

In addition to three children, the Andrew family 
grew to include five grandchildren, 14 great- 
grandchildren, 19 great-great grandchildren and 
two great-great-great grandchildren. Daughter, 
Katherine Andrew Carr, still resides in San Angelo. 

by granddaughter, Joanne Carr 
Hayes (1992) 


The R.J. Andrew Saddle Shop 


The R.J. Andrew Saddle Shop was one of the 
pioneer establishments in early San Angelo. R.J. 
“Bob” Andrew became an apprentice saddle maker 
in Lampasas, Texas, at age 16. He was sent to San 
Angelo in 1890 to start a saddle shop. This was 
located first briefly on the south side of East Concho 
and later across the street (where the R.E. Donaho 
Saddle Shop is now located). The Arc Light Saloon 
was on one side and Miss Hattie’s was just down the 
block. In about 1906 as the town grew, the shop 
moved around the corner and down a block to 104 
S. Chadbourne next door to the First National Bank. 
The Standard-Times building stood on the other side. 


The early saddle shop was known as Alexander 
and Co. with Bob Andrew being the “and company” 
with a quarter interest. In 1909 Bob bought out the 
other .75 interest, and the R.J. Andrew Saddle Shop 
was born, makers of the renown Concho Saddle. A 
Concho Saddle stamped with the logo “R.J. 
Andrew” is on display today in the Ft. Concho 
Museum. Around 1920 the saddle shop became R.J. 
Andrew and Son when Harvey joined his father. 

Bob created the designs of his saddles, and his 
workmen hand-stamped the leather. In addition to 
saddles and harnesses they later made belts, hat- 
boxes, suitcases, purses, wallets, music cases, 
scabbards and buggy whips. Working saddles sold 
from $75 to $100 (and more for fancier ones). 
An average of 500 saddles were made each year. 
Wages at the shop were considered high for that time 
at $3.50 an hour. The shop employed 10 skilled 
workmen. Charlie Rau worked there for 43 years, 
and Bob Donaho (who later owned the store) 
worked there for 27 years. Jim Coleman, who had 
originally employed young Bob in Lampasas, came 
to work for him for many years. 

Bob bought hides for his saddles from a tannery 
in Dallas. He traveled to a Navajo reservation in 
New Mexico and bought saddle blankets and rugs 
for $2 a pound. He also sold goat skin rugs, dyed 
different colors. 

Bob took his saddles and other leather goods to 
display and sell at area rodeo and fairs, covering 
Texas and New Mexico. From an illustrated catalog 
the Concho Saddles were sold around the nation and 
shipped to foreign countries. He made saddles for 
Will Rogers, Jack Dempsey and his wife, and 
Booger Red Pritchett, the rodeo performer. His most 
infamous customer was Poncho Villa. Bob would 
take his fancy saddle down to a prearranged place 
on the border and wait for the pickup and payment 
in gold. 

In a Standard-Times article from 1922 Bob is 
quoted as saying, “The most expensive saddle I ever 
made sold for $800. On the horn was a solid gold 
head of a steer set in solid native silver. A man in 
Ardmore, Oklahoma, bought it. Cowboys of today 
are just as fastidious about their saddles as they were 
when I was half my age. They still want the best and 
are willing to pay the price. It is nothing uncommon 
for aragged cowboy to pay upward of $125 or $150 
for a saddle.” 

The motto for the famous Concho saddles became 
“We Make ‘em to Suit You, Not Us’’ also 
“KWITCHERBELLIAKIN!! and ride a Concho 
Saddle.” 

The life-sized dapple grey wooden horse that 
stood outside the Andrew Saddle Shop was a 
landmark in early San Angelo. It was called 
“Confederate Grey.” For many years Confederate 
veterans sat under the horse and swapped yarns 
and refought battles until their number dwindled 
away. The wooden horse was donated by the 
Andrew family to Ft. Concho Museum. It was 
proudly displayed once again on the sidewalk 
before the saddle shop during San Angelo’s 
Centennial celebration in 1989. 

by grand-daughter, 
Joanne Carr Hayes (1992) 


The Old Gray Horse and 
The Confederate Soldiers 


“Confederate Grey” 


A well known figure in San Angelo’s history, the 
old gray wooden horse once stood in the north 
entrance door of Andrew and Son’s Saddle Shop. 
The old gray horse was brought to San Angelo in 
1889 by J.M. Coleman and Ed Maddox, who 
owned the saddle shop on Chadbourne Street. 

Local Confederate army veterans would gather 
daily on the horse’s platform to refight their battles, 
recall how they never surrendered, but wore 
themselves out whipping the “Yanks.” 

One year during a Chamber of Commerce 
Convention, the old gray horse was taken from his 
dusty corner and made to parade up and down 
Chadbourne Street and Beauregard Avenue along 
with the old gray mare from Brownwood. Loud were 
the cries of complaint given by the old soldiers until 
they had been assured that the horse would be 
returned in good condition. 

The old soldiers are long since gone to their 
reward, but the old gray horse survives and is at home 
in the Fort Concho Museum collection. 

The following are the names of men who could 
be found every day between 9 a.m. and noon and 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. “swapping yarns” on the 
platform: Ed Nunally, J.E. Hall, D.E. Cocreham, 
William H. McMahan, George Huling, Henry 
Ditmore, Oliver P. Taylor, A. Wilkerson, A.J. 
(R.J.) Flowers, O.F. Spring, and W.B. Kersey. 

Also included were W.S. Kelly, Z.I. Williams, 
Jim Hinde, Nat S. Reeves, G.D. Felton, F.P. 
Frink, H.A. Liles and R.C. Bates, all Confederate 
veterans, plus W.S. Robinson and W.M. Whitfield 
who were not veterans. 

Complied from a paper by Katherine Andrew 
Carr and notes from Fort Concho. 


ANSON, WILLIAM 


Head of River Ranch 


In 1902, the Berrendo Livestock Company that 
owned “Head of River” Ranch sold it to William 
Anson for $3.75 an acre. 

William Anson, son of the Earl of Litchfield of 
England, was born at Shugborough Hall, Stafford 


“Head of the River Ranch” - 1902 
Sid Martin and wife Maude. Children: Florence, 
Ruby, Earl Jack—on horse Ranch hands: Conner 
boy, Nick Hudgens, Bud Creech, Andy Bowen, Mr. 
Conner. 


County, England. He came from England and 
joined two older brothers, Claud and Frank, about 
1891, settling in Coleman County. Billy, as every- 
one called him, took out citizenship papers in 1896. 
He served as a Captain in World War I. He married 
the former Louise VanWagenen, an accomplished 
actress from New York. To this union one child, 
Edith, was born. 

Billy Anson raised Quarter horses, furnishing 
them for the Boer War, through his uncle in 
England. Also, he raised them for playing polo, for 
the Pennsylvania State Mounted Police, and for 
ranch work. 

The first foreman under Billy Anson at “Head of 
River’ Ranch was Sid Martin; following were 
Dennis Hayes and P.F. Petsch and others. Some of 
the early cowboys were Jeff Harkey, Peyton Holems, 
Andy Bowen, Bud Creech, and George Holland. 
Later was Nick Carter, Slim Peeples, Charles Riley, 
and others. Leamon Walters was another foreman, 
and Bob Holland worked under him. 

Edith Anson, Billy Anson’s heir, married Captain 
Alfred Ryland Howard and had one child, A. Ryland 
Howard, Jr., born after his father was killed in World 
War II. After the war was over and the boys came 
back home, Edith was married to Ford M. Boulware. 
They live in San Angelo. 

The “Head of River’? Ranch has big springs 
bubbling out of rocks, flowing and making the 
beginning of the beautiful South Concho River. 
One of the springs is called “Billy’s Bathtub” for 
he would come in from work dirty and tired, walk 
down to it, and take a bath every night. 

The ranch is still in operation today by its owners, 
Edith and Ford Boulware, producing Angus cattle 
and oil. Their foreman is Larry Mason. The 
headquarters is built around the old Holland house, 
which is located in a big grove of live oak trees just 
south of the springs, which makes a beautiful setting 
for a ranch. 

by Mrs. C.E. Arrott 


ARCHER, WILLIAM L. 
(BILL) 


I am William L. (Bill) Archer. I was born and 
reared in Kopperl, Bosque County, Texas, the son of 
Lonnie and Elsie Archer. I have a brother, Bob, and 
a sister, Martha. I attended school in Kopperl and 
attended John Tarleton College prior to enlisting in 
the Air Force during World War II. 
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Bryan and Rebecca Hardeman, Will, Genny and Jay 


I came to San Angelo in 1945 where I was 
stationed at Mathis Field. I had just returned from 
England where I had flown 26 missions as a B-17 
pilot with the 447th Bomb Group of the 8th Air 
Force. I had been wounded on my last mission and 
had spent several weeks in the hospital. A month 
prior to my last mission, my plane was shot down 
and my crew bailed out in Belgium. I landed in a 
barbed wire fence, my flight suit was ripped, flying 
boots were ripped, one GI boot sliced in half and I 
did not get a scratch! With those two “close calls” 
behind me, I was happy to be in San Angelo, flying 
the student bombardiers on their missions. The day 
Tarrived, my roommate arranged three “blind”’ dates 
for me. The last one was with Nita Allen, a student 
at San Angelo Junior College, and she is the one I 
continued to see. I was discharged in late 1945, but 
returned to San Angelo where I was employed at 
Cook Paint Company. Nita and I were married 
August 23, 1946. 

Nita is the daughter of the late Robert B. and 
Madie Allen, pioneer settlers of Silver, Coke County. 
She is the 11th of 12 children. Her living siblings 
are Thelma, Ruthelle, Lucille, Charles, Cleone, 
William G., and Esther. Those who have died are 
R.B., Adeline, Verdon (a bombardier killed in 
World War II), and Durward. Nita’s grandparents 
were Charles and Kate Allen of Orient who settled 
there in 1903, and Samuel and Addie Gaston of 
Tennyson, who originally settled in Grape Creek in 
1891. Samuel had visited San Angelo prior to 1891, 
when there was only Fort Concho with black 
soldiers stationed there. Nita attended school in 
Silver, graduated from Robert Lee High School and 
at San Angelo Junior College was Valedictorian of 
her graduating class in 1945. 

In 1948, I began a business, The Floor Covering 
Shop, which is located at 1915 Austin Street. Nita 
works with me in our business. 


Tim and Bobbie Archer, Elizabeth and Adrianne 


We are the parents of four children: William, Jr. 
(Lance), Rebecca, Timothy, and Susan. All are 
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William L. “Bill” Archer Family 


Nita, Bill, Lance, Linda, Bryan, Rebecca, Bobbie, Tim, and Susan 


graduates of Central High School. Lance attended 
ASU and the University of Texas. He was in the 
Navy during the VietNam war and served a year in 
VietNam and a year in Taiwan. After his discharge 
he married Linda Hooper of San Angelo, an ASU 
graduate. They live in San Marcos where they own 
a frame and art gallery. Rebecca attended TCU, 
Texas Tech, graduated from ASU and received her 
Master’s Degree from Texas A&M. She married 
Bryan Hardeman of Austin, a UT graduate. She is a 
housewife and mother. Timothy attended Texas Tech 
and graduated from ASU. He married Babbie 
Reynolds of Dallas, an ASU graduate. Tim is 
associated with us in our business. Susan is a 
graduate of Texas Christian University and is a 
registered nurse in Austin. Rebecca and Bryan have 
6 year old Will, and identical twin daughters, 3.5 
year old Joy and Genny. Tim and Babbie have 5 year 
old Adrianne and 2.5 year old Elizabeth. There is 
no joy like our grandchildren. 

We think San Angelo is the greatest place in the 
world and are very happy we have been privileged 
to live, rear our children, and work here. We are 
active members of First Christian Church, enjoy our 
home on Lake Nasworthy, play bridge and parti- 
cipate in civic and club activities. 

by William L. (Bill) Archer 


ARMSTRONG, KARL; THE 
FAMILIES OF KARL AND 
FRANK ARMSTRONG 
(Armstrong Bros.) 


My grandfather, Karl Armstrong, once became 
interested in researching our family history but, when 
he came to a period where our ancestors were being 
hanged for burning churches, he decided he had 
better let sleeping dogs lie. I will, therefore, deal only 
with the family history starting with my grandfather 
and my great-uncle, Frank Armstrong. 


KARL AND FRANK 
ARMSTRONG 


Karl and Frank were born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
in 1866 and 1869, respectively, to William Harvelle 
and Rebecca Ann (Bondurant) Armstrong. Their 
father was an attorney and law partner with the 
father of William B. Travis, of Alamo fame. This is 
where the name Travis became a family name in our 
family; e.g., my aunt, Sarah Travis Armstrong; my 
daughter, Carolyn Travis Armstrong; and my 
grandson, Travis Scott Armstrong. A few years later, 
their father became a Methodist minister (cir- 
cuit rider) and remained so until his death in 1883. 

Karl and Frank, as well as their three brothers, all 
established retail lumber businesses. Karl and Frank 
came to San Angelo, with intermediate stopovers in 


Dallas, McKinney, and Hillsboro, Texas; brother 
Willie established his business in Chickasha, 
Oklahoma; brother John in Waco, Texas; and brother 
Heard in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Karl and Frank started in the lumber business in 
1885 as employees of Wm. Cameron & Company 
and, as a note of interest, were with Wm. Cameron 
in Dallas at the same time that San Angelo attorney 
Pat Hall’s grandfather, R. A. Hall, was with Wm. 
Cameron. My grandfather, Karl, recalled one day 
that R.A. Hall inadvertently stepped off of the 
second level of a lumber shed. When my grand- 
father asked him if he were hurt, Mr. Hall replied, 
“Oh no, this is the way that I generally come down 
from a lumber shed’’. Karl and Frank later entered 
into a partnership with Wm. Cameron in the 1890’s 
in McKinney, under the firm name of Cameron- 
Armstrong. Later during the 1890’s, they sold their 
interest in the McKinney operation and established 
Armstrong Bros. Lumber Co. in Hillsboro. Then, due 
to the call to keep moving west, they sold their 
Hillsboro operation and moved to San Angelo in 
1906 to establish Armstrong Bros. Lumber Co. at 
68-70 North Chadbourne. 


KARL ARMSTRONG FAMILY 


Karl and Minnie Eva Armstrong at home around 
1930 with their granddaughters Jeanne and Ann 
Dorfman 


My grandparents, Karl and Minnie Eva (Scott) 
Armstrong, were married in Gatesville, Texas on 
February 23, 1898. They had six children; three sons 
and three daughters. 

The eldest son, Frank Blair, died in 1917 from 
pneumonia. Sons John and William Harvelle 
entered the family lumber business. 

The eldest daughter, Minnie Rebecca, went off to 
The University of Texas at Austin; married Hiller 
Dorfman an electrical engineer; and they moved to 
Monroe, Louisiana; then on to Mansfield, Ohio 
where Hiller became an engineer with Westinghouse; 
and then on to Pittsburgh and later to Beaver, 
Pennsylvania with Westinghouse. Daughters Karl 
Scott and Sarah Travis both graduated from 
Southwest Teachers College in San Marcos, and 


both did graduate work at the University of Chicago. 
During their teaching careers, they taught school all 
the way from the Texas Great Plains to the Rio 
Grande Valley. They both finished their teaching 
careers in the San Angelo public school system. 
Karl built his family home on the southeast 

corner of Beauregard and Bishop in 1906. At the 
time of its completion, a wooden bridge crossed the 
Concho River; no house was west of his family 
home; a prairie dog town was north across 
Beauregard; and Van Buren was the city limits. 
Freight wagons drawn by mules and horses and 
cowboys driving cattle herds passed the west side of 
the house along Bishop street on their way to the 
stockyards near the Santa Fe tracks across the 
Concho River at the end of Bishop street. My 
grandfather had a fence built down the west side of 
the yard to keep the cattle out. My uncle, John, and 
my dad, William Harvelle, were born in this house, 
and I was fortunate to have been raised in this house 
by my grandmother Armstrong and my aunts Scott 
and Travis. Their house was razed in 1964 to make 
way for commercial development. One of the most 
memorable aspects of our old family home was my 
grandmother’s flower garden along Bishop street. 


KARL AND MINNIE EVA 
ARMSTRONG LINEAGE 


Eighty-five years after my forebearers, Karl and 
Minnie Eva Armstrong, arrived in San Angelo, the 
following were their living descendants as of 
January 1, 1991: 


JOHN ARMSTRONG FAMILY 


My uncle John Armstrong’s widow, Tomasine 
(Stanley) Armstrong, and John’s daughters, Anita 
(Armstrong) Adkins (Nita) and Alice Faustine 
Armstrong (Tina). 

Nita’s children are Russell Christopher Adkins 
(Chris), Anita Cathleen Adkins (Cathy), Aimee 
Claire (Adkins) Simms, and John Andrew Adkins. 
Chris and his wife, Erin (Martin), have two 
daughters, Meredith Claire Adkins and Anabelle 
Perrine Adkins. Aimee is married to Dudley 
Simms. 

Tina’s children are Kimberly Renée Wooten 
(Kim) and Gerald Scott Wooten (Scott). Scott is 
engaged to be married on April 27, 1991 to Tanna 
Bixby, and they plan to make their home in Camp 
Verde, Texas. 

All of the John Armstrong family members re- 
sided in Texas as of January 1, 1991. 


WILLIAM HARVELLE 
ARMSTRONG FAMILY 


Myself, William Harvelle Armstrong II and my 
wife, Jody (Berry); our son, William Harvelle 
Armstrong III (Bill), and his wife, Susan (Williams); 
our daughter, Sammie Joe (Armstrong) Moore 
(Penny), and her husband, Freddy Moore; and our 
daughter, Carolyn Travis (Armstrong) Sonderer, and 
her husband, Cy Sonderer. 

Bill and Susan have two sons, Travis Scott 
Armstrong and Frank Blair Armstrong. 


Penny and Freddy have one son, Seth Davis 
Moore, and one daughter, Sarah Anne Moore. 

All of the William Harvelle Armstrong family 
members resided in Texas as of January 1, 1991. 


MINNIE REBECCA 
(ARMSTRONG) DORFMAN 
FAMILY 


Minnie Rebecca (Armstrong) Dorfman and her 
daughters, Jeanne (Dorfman) Hollingsworth and 
Katherine Ann (Dorfman) Brundage. 

Jeanne is married to Kirk Hollingsworth. Kirk has 
a son, John. Jeanne and Kirk live in Greenwich 
Village in New York City, and spend their summers 
at their summer cottage in Martha’s Vineyard, off 
the coast of Massachusetts. Jeanne is a retired 
attorney, having practiced in New York City. John 
lives in Boston, Massachusetts, and has plans for a 
summer, 1991 marriage to Dovida Goodman. 

Ann is married to Don Brundage, and they have 
two daughters, Lisa Jeanne Brundage and Ellen Mae 
Brundage. Ann, Don, and Ellen live in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan; and Jeanne and Ann’s mother, Minnie 
Rebecca, lives with them. Lisa lives in Fair Oaks, 
California, and is engaged to be married on April 4, 
1991 to Claude Julien. Claude has a son, André; and 
Lisa, Claude, and André plan to make their home in 
Fair Oaks, California. 


FRANK ARMSTRONG 
FAMILY 


Frank and Willie Mae Armstrong at home around 
1935 with one of their bird dogs 


Lh } Fath 
Uncle Frank and Aunt Willie loading up for a day 
of hunting. 
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Frank and Willie Mae Armstrong , 
hunt around 1920 
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Uncle Frank and Aunt Willie back home after a day 
of fishing. 


Frank Harvelle Armstrong and Willie Mae 
Huffines married in 1906 in Hillsboro and spent their 
honeymoon on a buggy ride from Hillsboro to San 
Angelo. They had no children of their own, but filled 
their lives with the Karl Armstrong children and in 
hunting and fishing. They raised and owned beautiful 
bird dogs. They did not partake of “spirits,” but did 
greatly enjoy an evening of dancing at Ma Goodwin’s 
Tavern. Those who knew him, knew Uncle Frank as 
a past-master at “spinning-a-tale.” 

Uncle Frank and Aunt Willie built their home in 
1906 on the northwest corner of Jefferson and Caddo; 
which house was razed to make way for the Houston 
Harte Expressway. It was a wonderful home that I 
always enjoyed visiting as a youngster. 

by William Harvelle Armstrong II 


ARNETT, CULLEN CURLEE 


Cullen Curlee (C.C.) Arnett and Mary Frances 
Newton were born (both in 1868) and raised in 
Burnet County, Texas and married there in 1892. 
C.C.’s parents, Alonzo Marcus and Elvina Murphy 
Arnett had moved to Texas from Mississippi, as had 
Mary’s father, William Martin Newton; her mother, 
Martha Childs Marley, had come from Tennessee. 
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center; Roy French on right. 


C.C. completed a course of study at Prairie City 
Business College in Kyle, Texas in 1889 and 
afterward went into ranching in Burnet County. 
During the 1890s he made two Chisolm Trail cattle 
drives; he was trail boss on the second one. 

In 1899, C.C. and Mary moved to Tom Green 
County where C.C. became foreman of the M.B. 
Pulliam ranch seventeen miles west of San Angelo, 
while Mary, with four young children took up the 
lonely and arduous tasks of a rancher’s wife. 

Altogether, six children were born to C.C. and 
Mary, four in Burnet County and two on the ranch 
in Tom Green County: Ora (1893-1971); Edgar 
Bernard (1895-1956); William Jennings Bryan 
(1897-1972); Mamie (1899-); Johnie B. (1901- 
1902); and Frances Maurine (1905-). 

Obtaining educations for their children was 
difficult and included use of a San Angelo convent 
boarding school, tutors at the ranch, attendance at a 
public school in Arden and finally public school in 
San Angelo, where the four older children lived 
with their grandparents, the Alonzo Arnetts, who had 
settled there also. C.C. and Mary moved to San 
Angelo when their youngest child reached school 
age. 

In 1914, C.C. opened a meat market in San 
Angelo, first located on Beauregard Avenue behind 
the St. Angelus Hotel and later on Chadbourne Street 
next to the Central National Bank. He also operated 
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C. C. Arnett’s Chadbourne Street Meat Market, circa 1916. Unidentified grocer on left; C. C. Arnett in 


his own slaughter pen at Lake View. Arnett’s 
Chadbourne Street market was the scene of a 
murder in 1918. A red-headed Irishman employed 
by Arnett, Edward Dugan, got into an argument over 
a dozen eggs with a grocer named James Paslay, 
who operated out of the front of the market. The 
quarrel led to a fight and Dugan shot and killed 
Paslay in the back of the shop. Dugan went to prison 
for the crime. 

About 1920, Arnett and John W. Lammey opened 
a combination grocery and meat market on West 
Beauregard. Arnett soon withdrew from this venture 
to enter the cattle business with Ed Mertz and Oscar 
Cain. In 1930, Arnett became a city meat inspector; 
poor health forced his retirement in 1934. 

The Arnetts were proud of their children. Ora 
finished high school, earned a teaching certificate 
from Southwest Texas State Normal College and 
taught school in west central Texas prior to her 
marriage to Elisha H. Warnock. Bernard completed 
the eighth grade, studied accounting at Carson’s 
Business College and secured his C.P.A. certificate; 
after serving in World War I, he settled on the West 
Coast. “Billie”? completed about eight years of 
school, married Oscar Rimare and settled in San 
Angelo. Mamie finished high school, married 
William A. McIntosh and settled in San Angelo. 
Maurine completed high school, married William A. 


Camfield, and lived in San Angelo and El Paso be- 
fore settling in Austin. 

The Arnetts also raised another child, Tom 
(1915), the son of an employee, Fred Wallace, whose 
wife died shortly after her son’s birth. When Tom 
was fourteen, he resumed living with his father. He 
finished high school, served in the U.S. Navy and 
later settled in Honolulu. As a Navy photographer, 
he helped record the “day of infamy”’ attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 

C.C. and Mary Arnett’s home on Rio Grande 
Street (refinanced under Roosevelt’s HOLC) served 
as a way station for Bill, Mamie and Maurine and 
their husbands as they struggled through the depres- 
sion years of the 1930s. Frequent gatherings of the 
close-knit family continued at the home place to the 
end of the Arnett’s lives. 

C.C., who died in 1944, is particularly remem- 
bered for his (sometimes excessive) kindness and 
generosity, his interest in sports, in politics (as 
evidenced by the name of his third child, a 
daughter!), and in world news, and for devotion to 
his family. 

Mary died in 1950 and is remembered as a proud 
woman, zealously protective of her children, who 
withstood the hard work associated with her family 
life and enjoyed both life and family, and an occa- 
sional cigar, to the end of her days. 

They are today survived by two daughters, 
seven grandchildren, eighteen great grandchildren 
and six great-great grandchildren. 

by Thomas M. Camfield 


ARONS, GLEN 


Johnny Glendale Arons (born December 20, 
1917) came to San Angelo with his family from 
Tehuacana, Limestone County, Texas, in 1927. His 
parents were John Clark (1887-1932) and Martha 
McAphee Arons (1891-1983). Glen’s brother and 
sisters, Henry, Jewell, and Vera were born in 
Limestone County, and Odelia was born in San 
Angelo. The John Arons family decided to move 
west from their Tehuacana home after a doctor 
recommended it best for John’s health. John Clark 
owned a general store in Tehuacana; he sold it and 
bought a house on Upton Street in San Angelo. 

While Glen’s father was in poor health, Glen and 
older brother Henry ran a paper route to help out. 
They picked up the daily papers at 4:00 a.m., and 
delivered them. Later, Glen worked for Central Drug 
Store and delivered prescriptions, etc., on his bicycle. 

In 1931, the John Arons moved to Post Street. 
Their house had been torn down and moved by 
boxcar from Tehuacana to San Angelo. John’s father- 
in-law and Glen’s grandfather, William McAphee, 
came from Limestone County and rebuilt the house. 
It took him three months. 

John C. Arons died August 11, 1932, and is buried 
at Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

In 1934, Glen married Charlene Hulsey, a daughter 
of Charlie and Iva Beasley Hulsey. Children of 
Glen and Charlene are: Johnnie Marie, Charley Glen, 
Herman Richard, Lewis Don, Rena May, and Betty 
Ann. Glen and Charlene were divorced in 1956. 

In 1961, Glen married Georgia Bingham Springer: 
mother of Donna and James, widow of Rex Springer, 
and daughter of Edward J. and Jessie Lee Johnson 
Bingham. In 1965, John Leslie was born to Glen 
and Georgia. Later, on the property bought in 1931, 


Glen built himself and his growing family a house. 
He also built a laundry and rent house. This was the 
beginning of his home building career. He bought 
several blocks in Brentwood addition, east of 
Howard, in 1949. He built his family a home there 
and gave the Brentwood Park to the city. In 1951, 
Glen bought 86 acres of ex-ranch land west of 
Howard Street, near Concho Dam. This acreage was 
made into the Glen Arons Addition. In both ad- 
ditions, Arons built more than 600 homes. Some of 
the streets are named Jomar, Junius, Glenwood, 
Lakeside, Stanton, Field and Rainey. 

Wanting to retire, in 1963, Glen bought the John 
Alexander Ranch in northeast McCulloch County 
and western San Saba County. Later that same year, 
he purchased the C.W. Knight Farm and Ranch. Glen 
says “Retirin’ to ranch is a laugh. It’s harder than 
building houses.”’ Glen and Georgia are “semi- 
retired” and raise Angus crossbred cattle. The land 
is in the Sellman Switch, Cowboy and Hall Valley 
area. 

Listed chronologically are the children of Glen 
and Charlene, Georgia and Rex Springer, and Glen 
and Georgia: (1) Marie is married to C.R. Gillard 
and they live in Midland, Texas. Marie has two girls. 
(2) Charley married Ginger Balkum. They live in 
Tom Green County and have three girls. (3) Richard 
married Glennis Wilbern of San Angelo; they have 
two girls. Richard is now married to Meena of 
Thailand, living in Saudi Arabia. (4) Don is married 
to Marcia McDonald of McCulloch County. Don has 
two boys. (5) Rena married George DeBoer, Jr.; they 
have two boys and live in Colorado. (6) Betty married 
Dick Smith; they have two boys and one girl, living 
in California. (7) Donna married Michael St. Clair; 
they have three girls and live in San Angelo. 
(8) James is married to Linda Lucky; they have two 
girls and live in Conroe, Texas. (9) Leslie married 
Sorita Karnes of San Saba County and they live on 
the Arons’ ranch. 

by Marcia Arons 


ARROTT —- HUDGENS 


Marie and Clarence Arrott, 1983 


I, Marie, was born November 11, 1904, to Nick 
and Ina Hudgens in Christoval, Texas. My parents 
moved to San Angelo about 1908 to East Highland, 
just south of Fort Concho. The wall around the Fort 
was back of our yard. I can remember my brothers 
and me standing on that wall watching school 
children play. 

We moved to 720 West Highland and I lived there 
until I married. There were many eventful 
happenings here. I started to Fort Concho school 


in 1911, went on to Junior High and High School, 
graduating in 1924. 

I spent many summers at Christoval with my 
grandparents, George and Amelia Holland. Catch 
freight wagon at Old Wagon Yard on Concho, ride 
with Mr. Taylor, or Hannum, or Deats. Take our 
lunch, stop under big liveoak trees at 15 mile hill, 
eat and rest the teams for a short spell. Would spend 
the summers visiting friends, swimming at Old 
Swimming Hole on Concho River, helping with hotel 
chores, returning home on freight wagon. 

My first piano, a big square one, was brought from 
Christoval on the freight wagon. It was my mother’s, 
being used by the Woodman Circle. 

Jim and Alice Cochran, great uncle and aunt, 
lived up from us and I would go to Sunday school 
and church at Harris Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
riding in a fringe top surrey, later a Ford passenger 
car, with them. Christian Endeavor young people’s 
meeting on Sunday night, with me playing piano, 
was a highlight for me. Miss Mary Whitfield heard 
me play and paid Miss Mary Bain Spence to give 
me piano lessons. 

My father, Nick Hudgens, was killed in Sweet- 
water while working on the Orient Railroad in 1922. 
I went on to school, graduating in 1924. 

After graduation, I went to work for John Y. Rust, 
who owned the telephone company. I worked here 
on local and long distance board, building up to 
Chief Operator. 

I married ranchman Clarence Arrott December 
9, 1928, going to the ranch northwest of Orient, 
living there until 1932. Both children, LeDrew 
(1929) and Marlene (1931) were born while living 
on Cederberry Ranch. 

We moved to Jeffers Ranch close to Albert 
Rawlings family. The children started to Bronte 
School, sharing rides to the Bronte-San Angelo high- 
way, to catch the bus with Joe and Catherine 
Rawlings. 

I worked for Coke County Farm Bureau for forty 
years, retiring in July, 1985. Clarence retired from 
active ranch work in 1973, when we moved into 
Bronte to the Robert Hickman place which Clarence 
and LeDrew bought. 

We enjoy our children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren, being lucky to have them all living 
around Bronte. 

by Marie Hudgens Arrott 


ARTHUR, B.D. 


Basil Dexter Arthur and Mary Ann Roach Arthur 
Basil Dexter Arthur was the sixth child of S.D. 


and Eliza Jane Arthur. He was born March 15, 1875 
in Marlin, Texas. (Died December 19, 1971.) Basil 


was 12 years old when he came with his family to 
Knickerbocker. He married Mary Ann Roach 
October 11, 1899. (Died November 12, 1967.) 

Her parents were the late Seborn Roach and 
Mariposa Plott. 

Basil farmed and lived in Knickerbocker 48 years. 
For many years Knickerbocker was the second 
largest town in Tom Green County, having one cotton 
gin and two saloons. It was very important in County 
politics because the Knickerbocker vote was usually 
large enough to swing an election. 

Basil was a member of the school board for about 
20 years, and roomed and boarded many of the 
school teachers during the years that Knickerbocker 
had a school. 

The Arthur’s had seven children: Basil Cecil who 
married Gladys Budd, Carrie Eliza who married Jim 
Glenn Strother, Seborn Dexter (Deck) who married 
Exa Singleton, Jacob Roach who married Dorothy 
Belcher, Addie Irene who married Carl Joseph 
Schmidt, John James who married Doris Nelson 
and Leaverl Dyer, George Philip who married Bessie 
Ann Urban and Dorothy Lewis. 

They had 12 grandchildren and 18 great grand- 
children. 

by Billie Jean Arthur Beck 


ARTHUR, S.D. FAMILY 


Eliza Jane Bridges Arthur 


Stephen Dexter Arthur and his wife and nine of 
their thirteen children (four had died) arrived in 
Knickerbocker, Texas on Thanksgiving Day 1887. 
Traveling in two wagons, and bringing with them 
about 120 longhorn steers, the family had been living 
in Falls County, Texas. 

Arthur was born in Orange County, South 
Carolina, November 25, 1834. (Died October 9, 
1903.) 

He was a corporal in the Confederate Army during 
the Civil War. 

He was living in Georgia when he met and married 
Eliza Jane Bridges, December 13, 1865, in Randolph 
County, Georgia. They came to Texas in the early 
1870's. 

In feeding his cattle the winter of 1887-1888 in 
Knickerbocker, he had shipped in enough cotton- 
seed to plant some to see if the land would produce 
cotton. It did and in 1888 Arthur claimed the first 
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Stephen Dexter Arthur 


bale of cotton to be ginned in that section. It was 
hauled to Ballinger to be ginned. 

In 1894 Arthur built a cotton gin on Dove Creek, 
and it was operated by water power. It turned out 8 
to 10 bales a day. Cotton came from as far as 
Sherwood and Stiles. 

Many of Arthur’s friends in those days 
remembered seeing him often on his black horse 
Commodore. 

Arthur’s oldest son, John James was a Tom Green 
County Commissioner in 1908. The first paving was 
done on Chadbourne Street during his tenure. 

The children of Stephen Dexter and Eliza Jane 
that came with them to Knickerbocker are: Fannie 
M. who married Jack Gibson, Bessie Elizabeth who 
married Ernest Eugene Foster, John James who 
married Vivian Boyd and Margaret Shannon, Basil 
Dexter who married Mary Ann Roach, Mary Jane 
who married Everett Winn, Maude who married Sam 
DeLong, Ola Mae who married William Palmer, 
Sallie Van who married Frank Huff, and Elta Ann 
who married Wallace Cockburn. 

by Billie Jean Arthur Beck 


ARTHUR, S.D. (DECK) 
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Seaborn Dexter (Deck) Arthur and Exa Singleton 
Arthur 


Seaborn Dexter (Deck) Arthur was born May 6, 
1904 in Knickerbocker, Texas. (Died March 11, 
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1982.) He was the son of Basil and Mary Ann 
Arthur. 

He married Exa Singleton May 10, 1926. Her 
parents were Jim Mose Singleton and Mary Alston 
(Mollie) McDaniel. They came to Knickerbocker 
from East Texas in October 1925. 

Deck made all the blocks that went into the 
Community Church that stands now. He was paid 
two dollars a day and his family lived on one dollar 
and gave the other dollar to the church. 

The old Community Church was made of “plank” 
and the “cowboys” as they were called then took up 
donations to build the first church. 

In 1946 Deck and Emmett Vick caught a yellow 
catfish on a trotline in Dove Creek. A $25.00 war 
bond was being given to the person catching the 
largest fish. Deck and Emmett had a real fight on 
their hands trying to land that fish. It was midnight 
before they had their captive in the boat and it was 
noon before it was weighed. They believed it would 
have weighed 80 pounds had they been able to weigh 
it when first caught. As it was they took it into San 
Angelo and it weighed in at 67.5 pounds. Deck and 
Emmett won the war bond, and the Knickerbocker 
community had a fish fry at Foster Park. 

Deck went to work for the Tom Green County 
Road and Bridge Department in 1950. He retired in 
1971. 

He and Exa had 2 daughters, 7 grandchildren and 
12 great grandchildren. Their youngest daughter, 
Evelyn Vordick, is Tom Green County Tax Assessor 
Collector. She was born September 22, 1933 and is 
married to Clarence Vordick. Their children are: 
Michael who married Debi Terry, Deborah Jan who 
married Terry Ken Williams, and Carol Elaine. 

They have six grandchildren. 

Billie Jean is the oldest daughter born to Deck 
and Exa. Billie was born June 7, 1928, and is married 
to W. Curtis Beck. 

Their children are: Lynda Kaye who married 
Jimmie Dell Young (died April 14, 1985); Donald 
Wayne who married Dru Lane Morgan; Su Jean who 
married Jimmie Dean Lee; and Tonya Lee who 
married William Sloan Williams. 

At present, Billie and Curtis have seven grand- 
children and one great-grandchild. 

by Billie Beck 


ATKINS - AUTREY 


Alvin and Patricia Atkins 


Alvin Vance Atkins was born June 19, 1941, in 
the Old Shannon Hospital in San Angelo. He has 
lived most of his life in Tom Green County, except 


for a time of service in the United States Air Force 
in Rome, New York, and a brief time in Fort Worth, 
Texas, where he worked for General Dynamics. 

He has a daughter, Amy Marie, by his first wife, 
Sue Alexander. Amy lives now in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, with her husband, James Clyde Wright of 
San Angelo, and two daughters, Shawna Erin and 
Lauren Ashley. In 1974, Alvin married Patricia, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Autrey of Abilene. 
He then had two stepchildren: Ryan and Whitney. 

Alvin’s hobbies are flying and fishing. He has a 
private and commercial license to fly, and he enjoys 
it very much. He has worked for sixteen years for 
the Goodyear Proving Grounds as a test driver. 

Alvin’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Atkins, were 
not natives of Tom Green County, but his father 
moved here at age two and his mother at age 18. 
Most of his early life was spent on the ranches where 
his father worked, and he attended school in Wall, 
San Angelo, and graduated from Miles High School. 

by Patricia Atkins 


ATKINS —- BROWN 


William Vance Atkins was born in Moody, Texas, 
on April 22, 1902, the son of Sanford and Georgia 
Anna (Elliott) Atkins. Sanford Atkins was born 
June 2, 1872 in Ringo, Georgia, and Georgia Anna 
was born December 27, 1872 in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. Sanford died October 13, 1928 and 
Georgia Anna on November 29, 1958. Their other 
children were: Ann, Sarah Lee, Kittye Mae, Elma 
Dell, Aleen, William (Bob) Sanford, J.B., and Mary 
Lou. 

The elder Atkins moved to Miles in 1904. When 
William Vance (Bill) grew up, he did farm and ranch 
work all the way to the Rio Grande. His first job 
was at age 13 on aranch, and he worked at Tennyson, 
Millersview, Sonora, Eldorado, and Christoval. He 
worked for the Santa Fe in 1942-43, and for Wall 
School 1951-54, but his love was for the out-of- 
doors. He worked for Granville Kerley, Jake 


Johnson, John Treece, and Tom Bond. From 1938 
to 1940 Bill worked for Kate Sayner and then for 
S.D. Childress, John Westbrook, and Roy Lummus. 
Bill married Mary Lavinia Brown September 23, 
1937. They joined the Baptist Temple on April 28, 
1963. They had a son, Alvin Vance Atkins, born June 
19, 1942. 

Bill’s favorite story is of Lone Wolf Crossing. He 
said it got its name from a wolf that had roamed the 
Metcalfe Ranch and J. Willis Johnson Ranch. This 
wolf always crossed back and forth at the low water 
crossing. Therefore, when the bridge was first built, 
it was called Lone Wolf Bridge. None of us disputes 
Bill’s word. 

Bill had a granddaughter, Amy Marie, and two 
great-granddaughters, Shawna and Ashley Wright. 
His step-grandchildren are Kevin Bates and Carla 
Mansell. Carla has two children, Ryan and Whitney 
Mansell. Amy married James C. Wright. 

In late 1958, Bill was diagnosed as having 
pulmonary histoplasmosis, a disease of the lung 
that is due to a mold often found in the soil of some 
central states. He had to spend fourteen months at 
the Carlsbad Tuberculosis Sanatorium. He was cured 
but could not do ranch work anymore. 

Bill died December 6, 1985, and is buried in the 
Bronte Cemetery. 

by Patricia Atkins 


ATKINS - WRIGHT 


ad 


James and Amy Wright, Shawna and Ashely, 
I month old - May 1, 1987 


Amy Marie Atkins was born in Rome, New York, 
June 25, 1966. Her parents were from San Angelo. 
Her mother’s maiden name was Terry Sue Alexander 
and her father’s name was Alvin Vance Atkins, a 
native of Tom Green County. Amy attended McGill, 
Paint Rock, and Goliad Elementary Schools. She 
also attended Lincoln Junior High and Lake View 
High School. Her later years of school were in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

After moving back to San Angelo, Amy met and 
married James Clyde Wright, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Homer Clyde Wright. James Clyde had been born 
October 1, 1964, in Robert Lee, but he moved to 
San Angelo and graduated from Central High 
School. 

Amy and James Clyde were married at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Atkins on July 28, 1984, in 
San Angelo. 

In December 1984, James Clyde enlisted in the 
Navy. He is now stationed aboard the U.S.S. 
Forrestal, and he and Amy live in Virginia Beach, 


Virginia. They have two daughters, Shawna Erin, 
born in Tom Green County at Angelo Community 
Hospital, on March 25, 1985, and Lauren Ashley 
Wright, born in Virginia on March 31, 1987. 

Amy’s paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Atkins, had lived in Tom Green County since they 
were two years old and eighteen years old, respec- 
tively. So, their son, Alvin Vance, and their great- 
granddaughter, Shawna, are true natives of the 
county. 


by Patricia Atkins 


ATKINS, CLIFTON LEE 


Clifton Lee Atkins was born August 30, 1898, in 
Verona, Mississippi. His parents, John D. and Maria 
(Dixon) Atkins moved from Verona to Llano, Texas, 
in March 1900. The family consisted of four sons, 
Clay, John, Clifton Lee, Hal; and three daughters, 
Bess, Hilda, and Kathryn. Clifton Lee, known as Lee 
or Buck, came to Tom Green County in 1916 to join 
his brother, Clay, who had arrived in 1912. Clay was 
living in the Grove Hotel in Christoval. 

Lee married Mary Bess Fisk on December 16, 
1921, in the home of the Reverend J.R. King, pastor 
of First Methodist Church. They went to live on the 
“Night” ranch which was located south of Christoval 
off of Toe Nail Trail. This was their home until 1927 
when they built their home in Christoval and lived 
there for 54 years. 

Lee and his brother Clay ran several leased 
ranches until 1930, when they bought 5,000 acres 
(paying $40,000) located six miles west of 
Christoval, and they also bought 2,560 acres in 
Schleicher County. This land is still operated by the 
Atkins’ children. 
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Children of Clifton Lee and Mary Bess Atkins. Left 
to right, Mary Lee, Nell and Kathryn (sitting). 


Lee and Mary had seven children: Mary Lee, 
July 2, 1922; Nell, October 28, 1923; Kathryn, May 
7, 1925; John, September 21, 1927; Clifton Lee, Jr., 
August 17, 1935; Betty Ann and Clay Fisk, twins, 
August 2, 1938. 

Lee served on the Christoval School Board and 
the Water Board which installed a $50,000 water 
works in 1957. Mary Bess was instrumental in 
getting 100 names on the petition to get Lone Star 
Gas to install gas in Christoval. Lee died July 21, 
1979, and Mary Bess died September 2, 1981. Both 
are buried in the Christoval cemetery. 

Mary Bess was the daughter of Byron H. and 
Jennie B. Fisk, who were married in Leander, 


Clifton Lee Atkins and first daughter, Mary Lee 
(1922). 


Texas, February 17, 1895. The family consisted of 
two sons, Ruskin and Joe; three daughters, Mary 
Bess, Kathryn, and Margaret. 

In 1906, Byron Fisk, was named superintendent 
of the Christoval School, which was enlarged to 
three rooms that year. Jennie began teaching the first 
and second grades in 1911 after the death of her 
husband. She taught until her retirement in 1944. 
She had always said she would retire before the 
children of Lee and Mary Bess Atkins started to 
school — she ended up teaching all of the children 
through the first and second grades. Jennie died on 
August 4, 1960, and is buried by her husband in 
Christoval cemetery. 

Clay and Betty, twin children of Lee and Mary 
Bess Atkins, continue to live in Christoval. Clay 
married Terry Coleman, June 21, 1964, and they 
have two daughters, Martha and Dorothy Bess. Betty 
married John Graham, June 4, 1977, and she has 
two daughters, Kathryn Beth and Debbie Nell. John 
has five children: Karen, Patti, Susan, Denis and 
Rebecca. 

by Betty Atkins Graham 


ATKINSON, ROBERT ALBERT 
and THELMA 


Robert Albert Atkinson was born in San Angelo, 
August 29, 1907, Tom Green County, Texas, first 
child of Floyd and Stella (Gillespie) Atkinson. R.A. 
married Wilma Batson, daughter of Seth Batson, in 
Oklahoma in 1932. One child was born to R.A. and 
Wilma, Roland Alvin, December 17,1945. 

R.A. married Thelma Perry, daughter of Wayne 
and Gertrude Perry. Thelma was born in Haskell 
County, September 24, 1909, the third of four 
children. Thelma’s parents are a pioneer family of 
Haskell County; her grandfather was County Judge. 

R.A., as a young man, enjoyed working with 
motors. At the age of 21, he was employed by Tom 
Green County to keep trucks and heavy equipment 
operating. His skills were soon discovered by the 
major car dealerships and thus he spent most of his 
life as a mechanic in San Angelo. He worked for 
Coffee Trucking Company on 1927 and 1928 
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R.A. Atkinson - pitcher on Carlsbad, Tx. team - 
1920's. 


Model T’s. He drove some four-cylinder Chevrolet 
trucks to transport cattle and sheep. The trucks could 
haul about 65 grown sheep. R.A. worked for Hudson 
and Packard, Studebaker, John Holt Buick, John 
Keys Cadillac, and International House. 

In 1939, R.A. volunteered for the Army and served 
until 1941, when he received his discharge in 
Washington, D.C. 

R.A.’s grandparents were pioneers of the area. His 
parents, Floyd and Stella, were married on his 
grandfather’s ranch, property now owned by 
Frank Demere. R.A.’s great-grandfather, J.W. 
Cunningham, fought in the Civil War; he was a 
surgeon for his regiment. R.A. possesses a most 
informative letter written by J.W. Cunningham to 
his wife while he was in the Civil War. 

R.A. has lived most of his life in Water Valley 
and tried to retire from his one-stall mechanic shop 
in 1972. He stays as busy in his shop as he wants to, 
and if the fish are not biting. 

R.A. loved to play baseball and was an outstanding 
pitcher in the early twenties for the Carlsbad, Texas 
team. He is a member of the Water Valley Methodist 
Church and a Charter Member of the Water Valley 
“City Council”. The council meets each morning 
about 7:00 a.m. at the General Store and Post Office. 
R.A. is a beloved “Teller of Tales” reminiscent of 
the good old days. 

by R.A. Atkinson 


AUGUSTINE, TOMMIE 


Thomas Raymer Augustine was born May 9, 
1926 in Sterling County, Texas, to Addie Lura Peay 
and William David Augustine. Addie was raised in 
Coke County. Will lived in Coleman County. He 
moved to Coke County and settled in Sterling 
County in 1907. Tommie’s grandparents were 
Mary Elizabeth McCutchen and John Samuel 
Augustine who lived in Sterling County and Martha 
Ann Raymer and George Washington Peay of Coke 
County. Tommie is one of four children — Sam L. 
lives in Mississippi and Clara Mae Cooper lives in 
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Oklahoma. G.W. lived in California until he passed 
away in 1975. 

Marjorie Iola Humble was born September 28, 
1927 on a ranch in Cochran County, Texas. My 
parents are Verdie E. Cain and Tom Henry Humble. 
My grandparents-the Humbles and the Henry 
Buggs, were early settlers of Sterling County. I have 
one sister-Lora Mae Rawlings of Water Valley and 
a brother-William Cain Humble of Sterling City. 
My parents moved to Sterling County in 1934 and 
still live on the ranch. 

Tommie and I attended Sterling City School and 
graduated from high school in 1944. I attended 
Texas Tech from 1944-1947. As there was no other 
choice in 1944 for a young man, Tommie was called 
into military service and he was inducted into the 
Army in July. He served two years in the Infantry in 
the Pacific. After the battles were over he served in 
the first occupation troops in Japan. He returned 
home in August 1946. 

Tommie and I married March 21, 1947. We are 
parents of three children - Marjorie Diane was born 
February 8, 1949 in San Angelo. Diane married 
Victor Ray Haar of Carlsbad in 1970. They have 
two boys - Dennis Wayne born March 3, 1973 and 
Gary William born July 7, 1974. Her family lives 
in Sterling City. Kay Wilene was born May 3, 1952, 
in Sterling City. She married Avery Jerome Sexton 
of Oklahoma in 1978. Their two children are Thomas 
Jerome born December 5, 1979 and Amanda Kay 
born January 2, 1981. Kay and her family live near 
Idabel, Oklahoma. Kenneth Tom, our third child, 
was born April 19, 1959, in Broadus, Montana. He 
and Laura Denise Neal of Sonora were married in 
December, 1984. They live in Water Valley. 

Our life in Water Valley has always been centered 
on activities of the churches and school. Tommie 
served several years on the school board. We are 
members of the Water Valley Baptist Church. 

After we married we lived near Sterling City until 
1953 when we moved to Powder River County, 
Montana. For several years, Tommie had talked of 
an area where there would be an abundance of grass 
for the stock. The lack of rain meant feeding stock 
summer and winter. The Montana place had all the 
grazing he had dreamed of. We lived there six years. 
In July, 1959, we moved to Maxwell, New Mexico 
where we had ranch land and an irrigated farm. In 
1964 we made our final move and that was back to 
Texas and our present home. We bought land from 
Margaret and William C. Kinkle near Water Valley. 
The North Concho River runs through our land and 
the grandchildren enjoy fishing in it. 

We enjoyed the years that we spent in the differ- 
ent states where we learned many things that have 
enriched our lives. We have enjoyed living in the 
Water Valley area and plan to stay here, as this is 
where our friends are. 

by Marjorie Iola Humble Augustine 


AUSTIN, ARMINTA 
(DeLONG) and 
JOHN JORDAN 


Arminta DeLong was born June 12, 1850, in 
Johnson County, Kentucky, the daughter of James 
DeLong and Elizabeth Ward. Arminta was the 
eighth child born to this union. Her brothers, John, 
William, George Washington, David, Samuel, and 
Francis Marion, had left Kentucky for Texas and 


Arminta DeLong and J. J. Austin with first child 
Eli. 


New Mexico. Arminta had two sisters, Sarah and 
Martha, who stayed in Kentucky. Arminta married 
John J. Austin September 19, 1872, in Ashland, 
Kentucky. Coming to Tom Green County fol- 
lowing their marriage, they settled on 160 acres on 
Spring Creek, adjoining Survey #103, Washington 
County School land and between it and Survey 
#813 German Immigration Company. This tract, 
purchased in good faith from Theofilo Jaramillo 
March 8, 1879, proved to be a bogus deal, even 
though it was filed and recorded in deed records by 
John Lackey. 

While living on this place, six children were born: 
Eddie (1873-1874); Eli (1874-1951); Magnolia 
(1876-1878) drowned in Spring Creek; twins, Anna 
and Margaret (1878 - Anna died at birth but 
Margaret lived until 1944.); Robert Bertram (1881- 
1968). 

After discovering their land purchase had been a 
hoax, Austin moved his family to Coke County, 
where he engaged in ranching and farming. Four 
other children were born to this couple: Sealy B. 
(1833-1971), Bascom (1885-1965), Isham (1887- 
1959), Coke (1889-1963). 

John J. Austin was born in Ashe County, North 
Carolina, July 6, 1845, the son of John J. Austin and 
Margaret Baldwin, who was a cousin to Rutherford 
B. Hayes’ wife, Holly. John J. taught school in 
Kentucky before he and Arminta married and came 
to Texas to ranch. It was felt that they came on the 
word of Arminta’s brothers, whose letters described 
their ranch prospects as good. 

Arminta DeLong Austin died at 41 years of age, 
June 5, 1891, and John J. Austin died January 21, 
1931. Both are buried in the small cemetery at 
Sanco, Coke County, Texas. 


by Dorothy Dennis 


AUSTIN, ROBERT B. and 
ROWLAND, ROSA LEE 


Rosa Lee Rowland was born March 14, 1881, in 
San Angelo, the daughter of Charlotte Parker and 
Howard R. Rowland. She attended local schools, 
studied for a year and received a teaching certificate. 
She taught in the old rock school on Magdalen and 
among her students were the late Louis L. Farr, Jr. 
(Manager of the Bar S Ranch) and H.K. Hinde (later 
to become one of San Angelo’s prominent 
physicians). 

Robert Bertram Austin was born on Spring Creek 
August 12, 1881, the son of Arminta DeLong and 
John J. Austin. Austin’s family moved to Coke 
County, where they established a ranch about 
1883. Robert’s father wanted him to attend a formal 
college; so he was sent to San Angelo, where he 


Robert B. Austin 


attended Professor Justice’s Academy. His main 
interest was in bookkeeping and accounting. 

Rosa Lee and Robert Austin were married in the 
First Christian Church December 24, 1902. Their 
first home was on East Harris, across the street from 
the present Shannon Hospital. Later they built a 
home at 317 Koberlin, which was next door to the 
Rowland home. At first Austin was in the drayage 
business with Hawley VanCourt, then a bookkeeper 
for the Herring Grocery on Beauregard. He took the 
position of secretary and warehouseman for Wool 
Growers Central Storage Company. By this time, San 
Angelo was becoming known as the wool capital of 
the world. Wool Growers Central Storage was the 
oldest warehouse in Texas, and during Austin’s time, 
he weighed over 100 million pounds of wool. After 
leaving Wool Growers, he operated R.L. Vaughn’s 
Wool Warehouse. Austin attended to his ranch 
property in Coke County and assisted in the tax office 
under R.M. Hanks. Eventually he opened his real 
estate business in the Central National Bank 
Building. 


Rosa Lee Rowland 


The Austins had four children, Clara, James, 
Dorothy Lee, and William. 

Clara (1903-1982) attended San Angelo schools, 
graduated from Southwest State Teachers’ College, 
Sul Ross and North Texas State, receiving degrees 
in both Education and Library Science. She taught 
at the Santa Rita School, then took the position of 


Head Librarian of all Elementary Schools, retiring 
in 1966. She died November 9, 1982, and is buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery. 

James (1909-1986) graduated from San Angelo 
schools and Business College. He was Secretary- 
Treasurer for Kaighn & Hughes of Toledo, Ohio, later 
for Brown and Root in Houston and Litwin 
Corporation of Wichita, Kansas. He married Elinor 
Rogers in San Angelo in 1930. They had one 
daughter, Jenny Lee (Mrs. Herbert Dietrich) of 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Dorothy Lee (1915-) graduated from San Angelo 
High School, attended Junior College and San 
Angelo Business College, becoming Secretary to 
Sawyer Cattle Company (Bar S Ranch) (now the 
Rocker B). She married Wiley Bert Dennis 
September 9, 1938. They were in the ranch business 
in Fort Stockton for five years before moving to their 
present ranch in Borden County. Their children are 
Steve Dennis of Odessa, Joel Dennis of Gail, and 
Lisa Mahler of Fort Stockton. 

William (1918-1939) was the fourth Austin child. 

The Austins were acquainted with all the early 
pioneer families and Rosa Lee contacted them 
frequently when writing a bit of history. Writing was 
her first love, and she had many articles published. 
She especially liked to work on articles concerning 
early-day San Angelo and when she was president 
of The Women’s Club of San Angelo, she wrote the 
first history of Fort Concho. She was called on for 
many speaking engagements and never tired of 
working to raise money on behalf of the Fort 
restoration. The Austins were members of the First 
Christian Church, and Rosa Lee wrote the history of 
that denomination for the dedication of the new 
church in 1955. 

Mrs. Austin died in 1962 and Mr. Austin in 1968, 
and both are buried, along with other members of 
their family, in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Dorothy A. Dennis 


AVERITT, JAMES B. 


James B. Averitt and Sara Jane (Mann) Averitt 
were married in 1897 in Coleman, Texas. To this 
union three children were born: two sons, Foster and 
John, and one daughter, Mary Beulah. Being of true 
Texas pioneer spirit, they moved to Far West Texas 
in 1905, where they homesteaded land in what 
became Gaines County. They lived a true frontier 
stock-farm life. Even after James passed away in 
1914, the family maintained the farm. The oldest 
son, Foster, left home with an appointment to the 
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland; and 
John moved to Albuquerque. 

Mother and daughter owned and operated the 
Gaines Hotel in Seminole, Texas for a number of 
years, but finally retired to Albuquerque. The change 
in climate caused serious health problems for Sara 
Jane. Her physician advised her to seek a drier and 
lower climate, as this would be more beneficial than 
any medication. Thus, in 1944, San Angelo became 
the adopted home of the Averitt ladies. A pleasant 
bungalow at 204 West Twohig Avenue was home 
for anumber of years; however, the idea that a lower 
altitude might be more healthful caused a brief move 
to Kerrville. The friendly folks and fine climate of 
San Angelo beckoned once again, and a home at 
1121 South Abe Street was purchased. Sara Jane 
enjoyed the fine atmosphere of Tom Green County 
for several more years, until she passed away in 1960. 


Her daughter, Beulah, worked in the book- 
keeping department of the Post Exchange at 
Goodfellow Air Force Base, and later was the 
accountant for Bowen Plumbing Company. 
Lawrence Averitt, son of Foster, resided with his 
grandmother and aunt while attending San Angelo 
College. He was an associate with John G. Becker, 
Jr., a pioneer architectural engineer of Tom Green 
County. Lawrence and his wife, Jo Anne (Bales) had 
a son, Robert, who was born in San Angelo in 1956. 

by Beulah Averitt 


AVERITT, THOMAS TYRE 


Thomas Tyre Averitt and wife, Martha Stella Strange 
with daughter Ida Mae (Sis), 1895. 


Thomas Tyre Averitt as a bachelor, 1890 


Thomas Tyre “Tom” Averitt (born October 14, 
1857, in Tennessee: died April 9, 1922) married 
Martha Stella Strange (born July 17, 1893 in Texas; 
died February 3, 1916) on December 26, 1894 in 
Coleman, Texas. They moved to Tom Green County 
in 1900. He bought Section 85 in the Wall area from 
DeWitt Barron July 13, 1901. 

The Averitt children were Ida Mae, Walter 
Bryan, Dosha Lou Mable (Mable Louella), Henry 
Vernon, Thomas Louis, and Ellis Floyd. It is believed 
all were born in Tom Green County. 

Ida Mae and Walter attended Swan School until 
the Rathje school building was moved in 1907 near 
their land and was called Averitt School. Ida Mae, 
Walter, and Mable attended Averitt School. Their 
first teacher was Miss Susie Schooler. Vernon, Floyd 
and Louis attended Averitt School, also. 

Mable boarded several of the teachers of the 
Averitt School from 1913-1923: Maud Gilbert, 
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Chlora (Clarabell) Threlkeld, Minnie Strother, 
Frankie Johnson (Holmsley), Joyce Herring and 
Glenyth Herring (1925-1927). 

Ida Mae (born December 7, 1896) married Webb 
Steadman who died March 31, 1940. They had a 
daughter named Virginia Massey who grew up in 
San Angelo and now lives in El Cajon, California. 
Walter Bryan (born March 18, 1898) married Alma 
Danford (deceased) in May, 1924. Their children 
were: Bryan (deceased 1987); James of Big Spring; 
Alma Clare Simpson of Odessa; Don of San 
Antonio; and Shirley (deceased). 

Mable Louella (born March 28, 1900, died 
December 31, 1984) married Ray E. Hemphill 
(born January 31, 1898, died December 25, 1978) 
on June 19, 1920. Their children were: Dorothy Lou 
Searcy (born June 14, 1923, deceased April, 1983); 
Raiford Emmet (born August 17, 1925, deceased 
April 3, 1937); Mary Beth Starr, (born April 26, 
1932 in Tom Green County) now living in Michigan; 
Thomas Edwin (born October 16, 1936 in Texas) 
now living in Virginia. 

Vernon (born February 28, 1903) married Lillie 
Phinney (born October 15, 1928) and they had one 
daughter Steliose Elmore whom Lillie lives near in 
Bakersfield, California. 

Thomas Louis (born September 21, 1929) married 
Maude Doyle on August 15, 1931. Their children 
were Peggy Sue Dehon and Tom. They all reside in 
California. 

Floyd (born April 21, 1912) married Lena Collins. 
Their children were Jamie (deceased), Margaret, 
Wendell, Carolyn, and Judy. Lena lives in San 
Angelo. 

by Mary B. Starr 


AYERS, LANSFORD EARL, SR. 


AD 


. \ 
Mr. and Mrs. Lansford Earl Ayers, Sr. 


Earl Ayers was born March 23, 1894 at Texarkana, 
Texas. His parents were W. Alton Ayers and Mary 
Evergreen (Sawyers) Ayers of Haileyville, 
Oklahoma. 

Earl was a World War I veteran. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Army in Muskogee, Oklahoma on February 22, 
1917 and was honorably discharged on January 25, 
1919. He served in the 22nd Service, Signal Corps., 
and the 683rd Aviation Squadron. He was stationed 
at Camp Kelly Field, Texas, Fort Leavenworth, 
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Kansas, Camp Merrit, New Jersey and Jersey City, 
New Jersey. 

While Earl was stationed at Jersey City, N.J., he 
married Lillie Mae Cantrill on October 31, 1918. 
Lillie was the daughter of Harry and Annie (Hays) 
Cantrill of Jersey City, N.J. 

They had six children: John Alton (b. June 17, 
1919), Harold Ray (b. July 2, 1921), Ladelle Clara 
(b. September 28, 1924), Lelia Mae (b. January 9, 
1928), Lansford Earl, Jr. (b. January 31, 1930), and 
Mary Ann (b. November 24, 1933). 

In 1906 Earl started to work for the Rock Island 
Railroad as a messenger boy at the age of 12. 

His career with the railroads spanned 44 years. 
He worked for the Rock Island, the MKT, the 
KCM&O, the Cotton Belt, Kansas City Southern, 
and the Orient which later became the Santa Fe. 

Earl lived the exciting days of the railroads, taking 
the good with the bad. His train was robbed on 
numerous occasions but he was never hurt. He also 
found two babies abandoned near the tracks. The 
children were later adopted after Earl took them to 
the local authorities. 

Earl purchased a french harp to play on the lonely 
stretches of railroad and became very popular as his 


A. ia 
Lansford Earl Ayers, Sr. playing the harmonica. 


fame spread. Soon he was dividing his time between 
railroading and playing on radio stations all over the 
country. 

Playing in contests for State Championships, he 
won the honors in Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas. He became known as the “Harmonica 
Hound” by his radio audiences. He was featured at 
the Majestic Theater in Little Rock, Arkansas, and 
the Broadway Theater in Muskogee, Oklahoma and 
during World War I marched down Broadway in 
New York City behind President Woodrow Wilson 
playing his harp. 

Earl once met a guitar playing man who wanted 
him to join him but Earl had a wife and several 
children so he declined. The man was Jimmy 
Rodgers. 

Earl played with so much skill he once befriended 
a mockingbird that would sit on the table across from 
him and imitate the sounds of the french harp day 
after day. 

In later years, Earl played locally on the Blackie 
Crawford Show adding humor to his songs to be- 
come a well-loved celebrity. He taught three of his 
children, Alton, Harold and Ladelle to play and they 
joined him occasionally on the radio. 


Earl was also well known for his deep love of 
fishing. He built a considerable reputation of 
knowing all the secrets of catching big “yellow 
cats.” His largest catch of 68 pounds was caught at 
the junction of Spring and Dove Creek. He became 
known as “Catfish Earl” to his fishing buddies. 
Earl died December 27, 1975, and Lillie died 
September 2, 1976 and are both buried at Lawnhaven 
in San Angelo. 

by Judy Gill 


AYLOR, BILL 


Bill and Dixie Aylor, Dec. 1984 


Billy Herndon Aylor was born on November 29, 
1925, in Miles, Texas, to Will and Katie (Emma) 
Lillian Loyd Aylor. There were eleven older brothers 
and sisters. At ten years of age, he and his family 
moved to Eden, Texas, where he grew up and 
graduated from Eden High School in 1942. In 1944, 
he married Minnie Inez Purkey of San Angelo. In 
1948, he contracted bulbar polio and encephalitis. 
The Good Lord blessed him with a strong will and 
dedicated therapists such as Lanier Bell and Leslie 
Hodges. With the aid of braces and crutches, he went 
on eventually to become District Manager of 
Jefferson Standard Life Insurance. For many years, 
he has had an orchestra, as he was blessed with a 
God-given talent of playing the piano. Other credits 
to him are being a Sunday School teacher at the 
Lakeview Christian Church, on the board there, 
Chairman of San Angelo Labor Council, Chairman 
of City Recreation Commission, member of 
Governor’s Committee for the Handicapped, 
member of the Masonic Lodge #570, and President 
of Lakeview School Board. 

In 1969, he married Dixie Marilyn (Crews) 
Driskill. She was born to Margaret Mae Roberts and 
Harry Crews in Talpa, Texas, in 1939. She has three 
daughters by a previous marriage whom he also 
reared. So, together, they have seven children who 
are as follows: 

Billy Howard Aylor was born in 1945. He and his 
wife, Joan, live in San Angelo. She is a housewife; 
he owns and operates Howlett Pools and is a Mason. 
They have four children: Alissa Aylor, Teresa (and 
David) Folmar, Randy (and Linda) Aylor, and Stacy 
Aylor. Alissa has a daughter, Ashley Elaine. The 


Folmars have two children, Brittany Marie and David 
Michael. 

Rodney Wayne Aylor was born in 1947. He and 
his wife Nancy live in Allen, Texas, own and operate 
a pool store in McKinney, Texas and have five 
children: Mike and Mark Blackmon, Shelly, David 
and Katie Aylor. 

Stephen Daryl Aylor, born in 1948, lives with his 
wife Annette (Keys) in Round Rock, Texas, with their 
two sons, Scott and Christopher. He is a Sergeant 
Major in the Army at Fort Hood. 

Sharon Inez (Aylor) Rowland lives with her 
husband Bobby in San Angelo, where he is a fireman 
and a Mason. She graduated from ASU and teaches 


at Goliad Elementary. They have two children, Justin 
Ross and Tracy Nicole. 

Pamela Jo (Driskill) Lohse Blacklock, her husband 
Loyd Blacklock, and her children, Amanda Desiree 
Lohse and Adam Daniel Lohse, live in Houston, 
Texas. She is a drafts-person; he a machinist and a 
Mason. 

Christy Leah (Driskill) Gibbs lives with her 
husband Jerry in Mason, Texas, where he is a 
policeman. They have four children: twin sons, Jason 
Daniel and Joshua David, Arin Renee, and Jodie 
Lee. Susan Denis Driskill lives in Houston. 

by Dixie Aylor 


AYLOR, W.M. 


The Will (W.M.) Aylor Family 
Standing left to right: Bill, Winston, Jim, Howard, Lloyd, Fred, John M. (Milton), Will Aylor (father), 
Emma Aylor (mother), Viola, Ora Lee, Helen, Leta Mae, Betha. 


William Milton (Will) Aylor and his wife, Katy 
Lillian (Emma), moved to Tom Green County in 
1917 to a farm in the Ray Community. Emma died 
in 1960, and Will in 1963. They had twelve children, 
four of whom still live in the county: Viola Crook, 
H.O. Aylor, Metha Hicks, and Billie H. Aylor. 

Will was born in Alabama in 1875, the son of 
James C. Aylor and Cynthia Ann Crisler. He grew 
up on farms in Alabama and Arkansas. 

Emma was born in Arkansas in 1886, the daughter 
of John F. Lloyd and Georgia Ann Ledbetter. In 1902 
her family moved to Concho County near Eden. 
Emma and Will were married in early 1903. 

Following their marriage, they lived for a short 
time in Fort Worth, but soon returned to Eden to 
begin a long career in farming. In 1910 they bought 
and cleared a farm south of Eden in the Live Oak 
Community. All the farming was done with horses 
or by hand. Their daughter, Viola Crook, remembers 
hauling cotton to Brady by wagon. It was a two-day 
trip with the night spent camping in a wagon yard. 
The family moved to the Ray Community in wagons, 
driving their livestock. It was while living at Ray 
that Will bought their first automobile. 

Will was never comfortable with automobiles or 
tractors. He much preferred horses. Once while 
driving his open-topped Model-T in San Angelo, he 
started to make a u-turn at the corner of Chadbourne 
and Harris. The policeman on duty said, “You can’t 
turn here.’’ Will said, “If you’ ll get out of the way, I 
think I can make it,’ and proceeded to turn. The 
policeman stepped back in disbelief. 


The Aylors bought and moved to another farm in 
1923, south of Miles, and in 1937, moved back to 
Eden. 

During World War II, they moved to San Angelo. 
Four of their sons were in military service. Although 
past 65, Will helped to build the Concho Field Air 
Base and several other military installations. Emma 
remained in San Angelo throughout the war and 
rented rooms to the wives of soldiers stationed there. 
Will and Emma were devout Christians and active 
members of the Baptist church. Will was a Mason, 
and Emma a member of the Eastern star. 

Nine of their twelve children are still living 
(1987). In addition to the four above, they are: Fred 
C. Aylor, Ora Lee Tate, Leta Mae Williams, Helen 
Neal, and James H. Aylor. Three of their sons have 
died, Lloyd in 1953, Winston in 1984, and John M. 
in 1985. 

by T. Norman Crook 
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BABB, DENNIS L. 


Dennis Leon Babb was born near Waldo, 
Arkansas, December 29, 1890. He was the fifth 
child of John Leroy and Susan White Babb, who 
had moved to Arkansas from Georgia following the 
Civil War. Dennis raised Rhode Island Red chickens, 
continuing the same blood-line for 64 years. He won 
many ribbons for championship chickens from 
1912 at the Waco Cotton Palace through 1964 at 
the Ft. Worth Stock Show. As a young man, Dennis 
was in the clothing business, and it was in this 
capacity that while calling on a store in Coleman, 
Texas, he met his future wife. 

Prudence Frances Bassett was born in Coleman 
County, Texas, on September 12, 1891. Her parents 
were Robert Crow Bassett, Sr., born in 1853 in 
Arkansas, and Martha Stafford Slack, born in 
Illinois in 1853. While working as a ranch foreman 
near Santa Fe, R. C., Sr., met and married Martha 
Slack. They moved to Texas in 1887 and ranched 
in Coleman County. Five children were born to this 
union, with Prudence being the fourth child. When 
she was seven years old, her father died and her 
mother moved the family into Coleman, where she 
supported the family as a music teacher. When 
Prudence was fourteen, her mother also died. After 
finishing school, Prudence was clerking in the dry 
goods store and met Dennis Babb. They were 
married on February 16, 1913, in Coleman, Texas. 
They lived in Arkansas and Abilene, Texas, their 
early married years and moved to San Angelo in 
1939, when he became manager of the Piggly Wiggly 
Food Store. 

He later became a finish carpenter working with 
his son-in-law, William L. Wynne, in the home- 
building business in San Angelo until his retirement 
in 1962. He died in December, 1966. Prudence 
worked from 1950 to 1960 as an alteration lady at 
Levine’s. She died in November, 1960. The Babb 
family were all members of First Christian 
Church. Two girls, Evelyn and Marie, were twins, 
but Marie died when they were babies. Evelyn 
married William Loyd Wynne. They had one son, 
Bill Wynne, Jr. Evelyn died in 1986 and Loyd died 
in 1987. D. L., Jr., married Carol Scott of South 
Dakota. He worked with his brother, Ted L. Babb, 
in a carpentry-contracting business, building homes 
for Wynne Homes of San Angelo. D.L. died in June 
1966. Robert S. (Bob), another brother, worked at 
General Telephone and married Helane Taylor. Bob 
died at his home in August, 1987. Ted, the youngest 
child, started the Building Trades program at San 
Angelo Central High School in 1967. In 1968, he 
moved his family to Waco, Texas, where he still 
teaches at Texas State Technical Institute. He married 
Virginia Daniel, and they have three children, Ted, 
Jr., Elicia, and Angela and also three grandchildren. 
Dennis and Prudence Babb, along with the children 
who have passed away, are all buried in the 
Lawnhaven Cemetery at San Angelo. 

by Virginia Daniel Babb 


BADGER, MARION HAYGOOD 


“The complete gentleman, scholar and patriot” 
could describe Marion Haygood Badger, long-time 
resident of Tom Green County and a retired County 
Agent and WWII hero. Born February 17, 1902 in 
Marble Falls, Texas, he is proud of his 1/8 Comanche 
blood. 


28 


NS 
\ 


Marion Haygood Badger 


A 1931 graduate of Texas A&M, Badger began a 
career as County Agent when he received his first 
appointment to serve as assistant County Agent in 
McCulloch County in 1934. He resigned one year 
later to accept a job with the Soil Conservation 
Service in connection with the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in Kennedy and Taylor. 

Marion H. Badger and Gera Haygood were 
married in Austin, Texas. From that union two sons 
were born, Mack and Marion. The sons and Gera 
were additional support to Badger’s growing 
reputation as a loyal family man. 

In 1937 he rejoined the Extension Service as an 
Assistant County Agent in Bexar County, later 
transferring to Kinney County as their County 
Agent. He was then transferred to Concho County, 
and served there from April of 1940 until he entered 
the Armed Forces at the onset of World War IL. 

His WWII experiences, related with full memory 
45 years after the facts, are another remarkable 
achievement for Mr. Badger, who, when he was 
honorably discharged in 1945, was ranked as Lt. 
Colonel. He was awarded the French Croix de 
Guerre with Palm Leaf and the Bronze Star for 
meritorious service. His comment about those 
medals: “My kids (men) should have been the ones 
to receive those honors.” 

Retired from the service as Lt. Colonel, he was 
placed in the Air Force Reserve with his wartime 
ranking. However, he continued to serve many years 
as the commanding officer of the 348th Field 
Artillery Battalion of the 49th Armored Division 
of the National Guard. 

Badger returned to Concho County, but in 
September, 1946, he was transferred to Tom Green 
County, where he resumed his profession as County 
Agent for The Extension Division. 

In 1952, he was selected to receive the 
Distinguished Service Award of the National 
Association of the County Agricultural Agents, one 
of seven men from Texas to receive that honor, up to 
that time. 

“His programs dealing with dairying and cotton 
were outstanding. He trained six assistant county 
agents before retiring from the Extension Division 
to become a soil analyst for K-C Sales Company. 
Three of his former 4-H boys were later to become 
Texas County Agents.’’ (Quotations from his 
citations). 


During the Korean conflict in the fifties, family 
and friends of the Badger family were grieved to 
say a final goodbye to Mack Badger who lost his 
life in a helicopter accident. 

Gera Badger, faithful and beloved wife, talented 
and devoted mother, church woman and special 
friend to many in the artist community of San 
Angelo, joined her son in 1979. 

by R.K. Alexander 


BAKER, DAVID WORTH 


—_—— 
D. W. Baker Home Place, circa 1918 


David Worth Baker was born February 25, 1847 
near Burksville, Cumberland County, Kentucky. 
His wife, Lou Cunningham Baker, was born in 
Tennessee, October 4, 1893. They came to Texas, 
where they farmed and lived in Moody, in Bell 
County. Their first four children were born there: 
David Lawrence (1894-1963), Clarance (1895- 
1969), James Daniel (1898-1974), and their only 
daughter, Lena Ann (1900- ). Soon after Lena’s 
birth, they moved to Tom Green County, on the 
Lipan Flat, located near Wall, Texas. 

David and Lou sharecropped in this area until 1904 
when they moved to the Grape Creek Community 
and bought a section of land, paying $4.00 an acre. 
The land was situated to the south of Mount Nebo. 
During this time, six more children were born, all 
boys: Willie (1903), Irvin Frank (1906), Robert Lee 
(1908), Herschel Rowland (1911), Ealy Eugene 
(1913) and David Worth (1918). 


: ] 5 ce ae 
David Worth and Lou Cunningham Baker, 
Wedding picture, Nov. 5, 1893. 


The Bakers raised ten children while living in a 
three room house which had about 1050 square feet 
of living area. 

David always kept a stallion and a jack for 
breeding purposes, for his own use and to sell. He 
sold the two for stud fees to people in the sur- 
rounding area. Farming and raising stock were the 
only sources of income: so in addition to horses and 
mules, he kept cows. sheep, goats, hogs, chickens, 
and turkeys. Cotton was raised as a cash crop and 
feed was grown for the livestock which in turn 
supplied food and clothing and other necessities. A 
garden was essential. They ate mostly pork and very 
little beef because the cows were sold to have cash 
to pay for the land and buy equipment to farm with. 

David died just before the birth of his last son on 
May 5, 1918, at the age of 71. Lou died in 1943 at 
69. They were married 25 years. 

Their son Willie, who died in 1978, married 
Zeffie Lawson in 1927, and had two children, Donald 
and Evelyn. Frank married Erna Lydia Wellman in 
1936 and passed away in 1978. He had three children, 
Billy Ray, Delbert, and Joy. Another son, Lee, 
married Mary Rose Asbill and they had seven 
children: Douglas, Elouise, Coleen, Ira Fay, 
Patricia, Louellen, and Debra. Lee passed away in 
1970. David’s son Herschel passed away in 1984. 

The three surviving children still live in the Tom 
Green area. Lena married John Miller (1884-1966) 
in 1927. They have two children, Opal and John. 

Ealy married Cornelia Westbrook in 1936 and has 
three children, Larry, Mack, and Myllie. 

David and Lou’s youngest son, David Worth, 
married Parolee Ruth Allard in 1935 and has three 
children: Wayne, Weldon and Karen. 


by D.W. Baker 


BAKER, DR. FRED RUFUS 
r 
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Dr. Fred Rufus Baker was born at Lansing, 
Michigan on May 27, 1871. His parents were Charles 
Henry Baker and Virginia Xenette Read Baker. In 
1895 Fred graduated from the Canadian Optometric 
College. On March 21, 1899 he married Minnie 
Irene Perry in Lansing. Their four children were 
Irene, Lelia, Zyla, and Fred Jr. 

Ruth Irene Baker was born in Lansing, Michigan 
on January 9, 1900. Irene married George James 
Weddell on September 1, 1923. 

Catherine Lelia Baker was born in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado on September 8, 1901. Lelia 
married William Compton Halback on July 1, 1919. 


On September 23, 1943 she married George Ray 
Lee of Dallas, Texas. 

Zyla Baker was born in Los Angeles, California 
on October 19, 1903. Zyla married James L. Daniel 
on November 10, 1923 in Dallas, Texas. 


Fred Rufus Baker, Jr. (boy in car). Ad of Dr. F- R. 
Baker on sign, 1918-1920. 


Fred Rufus Baker, Jr. was born in San Angelo 
November 14, 1909. Fred married Mildred Louise 
Currier June 25, 1933. 

After the death of Minnie Perry, Fred Sr. married 
Laura Smith in 1924. They had one daughter, Laura 
Jean, who was born on May 26, 1925. Jean married 
George Wysatta on May 5, 1951, and lives in Ft. 
Worth, Texas. 

Dr. Baker traveled the United States practicing 
optometry before settling in San Angelo in 1909. 
In his later years he had an office in his home at 
1310 Austin Street. Fred was an optometrist as well 
as an optician, practicing in San Angelo for forty 
years. 

As president of the Texas Optometric Association 
in 1911, he led a ten year struggle for a law to 
establish the rights of optometrists in Texas. He 
encountered years of defeat, including an arrest in 
1917 on the accusation that he violated the medical 
practice act. This test case went down in optometric 
history as the “Baker Case.’’ Fred was elected to the 
National Optometric Commission in 1921, and it was 
in June of that year that the Texas Optometry Bill 
was finally passed. Thus, the fitting of glasses in 
Texas was declared a medical treatment and only 
those who had met the educational requirements and 
passed the licensing examination could practice. 

Texas was the 48th state to unfurl the banner of 
legalized optometry. The prosecution against 
“Fighting Fred’’ was dismissed concerning the 
“Baker Case.” His battle won, Dr. Baker became 
known as “the father of legalized optometry in 
Texas.” 

Fred was licensed to practice in California, 
Oregon, Texas, and New Mexico. He traveled New 
Mexico extensively, trading prescription spectacles 
in the various Indian reservations for baskets and 
Navajo rugs and blankets which he loved. 

Dr. Baker led a very colorful life. He was an avid 
hunter and fisherman, an amateur photographer, a 
semi-professional bass singer, and a musician who 
could play the piano and harmonica at the same time. 
He had a gift for words, both spoken and written. 
Composing his own often mirthful advertising, his 
slogan was simple: “See Baker. See Better.” 

He was an orator in an age when those blessed 
with “silver tongues’? moved audiences to both 
laughter and tears. In 1936, the Great Depression 
closed San Angelo National Bank. Struggling to 
reopen, the bank had to regain the peoples’ 
confidence and avoid a run on its deposits, or else it 
would fail. The bank called upon Dr. Baker, who 
composed and delivered an impassioned plea to his 
neighbors and friends via radio. The address was 


printed in the San Angelo Standard-Times. This two- 
pronged message in large measure restored the bank 
and saved the community. 
Dr. Baker died October 28, 1947. 
by Sadie Weddell Puckitt 


BALENTINE, LOIL ALTON 
“BUCK” 
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Spring or summer, 1943 - Betty, Daddy (Buck), 
Corpie, Bubba, Nita and Mother (Ella) 


My parents came to Tom Green County in the 
early 1930’s. Loil Alton “Buck” Balentine and 
Mattie Ella Wood were married March 4, 1933. 

They were both patients at the Carlsbad 
Sanatorium several years before their marriage. 
After being released, Mother was in nurses training 
and Daddy was working at odd jobs around the 
hospital when they met. After their marriage, they 
moved to south San Angelo on Avenue O, near Ben 
Ficklin Road, in a little two-room house. They had 
no furniture, no car, no job, but lots of love and 
faith in God. Mother made cabinets and stools out 
of old wooden apple and orange crates. She sewed, 
by hand, curtains for the cabinets and window, 
washed on a rub board and cooked on a wood- 
burning stove. 

They had been told not to have any children. But 
they had four of us. I, Elizabeth Lorrayne, was born 
March 17, 1934. Loil Wallace, “Bubba’”’, was born 
June 19, 1935. Juanita Maxine, “Nita,’’ was born 
February 9, 1940; and Gloria Lynne, “Corpie Jo” 
was born October 7, 1942. 


Buck & Ella Balentine 


Daddy got a job on the road gang paving the 
Bronte Highway, #277. The crew met at the old 
depot, located then between 4th and Sth Streets on 
North Chadbourne, to get on trucks to take them to 
the job. Daddy walked from Avenue O to the depot, 
put in a hard day on the road, then walked home at 
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night. He has been a cabinet maker, a custodian for 
the schools, a WPA employee during the Depression, 
and many other jobs he could get. In September, 
1942, he became a City Fireman and worked there 
until his retirement in September 1973. 

During the polio epidemic of the early 1950’s, Nita 
got sick. She lived fifteen years because of the the 
constant, loving care of Mother and Daddy. She 
passed away March 26, 1967. 

Corpie was an employee of the County 
Automobile Department for several years. She 
married William Arnold Gillaspy, originally from 
Big Lake, on September 15, 1973. They have one 
son, William Wesley. They now live in Amity, 
Arkansas. 

Bubba was in many phases of law enforcement in 
Tom Green County. He was a city policeman for 
several years. He served as a deputy sheriff. He, also, 
was a private investigator. Bubba was killed in a 
plane crash off the Texas coast May 1, 1983. His 
two sons live here in the county. 

Lindy Carey, his wife Terri and her two sons, 
Ashley and Shane, live in Grape Creek. Carey is a 
city policeman. 

Cody Lee, his wife Sherri and their son Braden 
Loil live in San Angelo. He is a maintenance 
engineer for the Coca Cola Bottling Company. Sherri 
is a lawyer for a firm in the city. 

Mother, age 81, and Daddy, age 84, still live in 
San Angelo. They are in relatively good health and 
take care of themselves and others. They attend the 
Harris Avenue Baptist Church. 

by Mrs. Curtis Barron 


BALKUM, EDMOND 
THOMAS 


Edmond Thomas Balkum was born to Levi David 
Balkum and Tennessee Bell Cothran Balkum on 
October 2, 1886. Levi David was born February 12, 
1862 in Alabama and died February 27, 1930. Mrs. 
Balkum was born September 29, 1867 and passed 
away December 9, 1901, after the birth of the fifth 
child, Hubert. They were married December 23, 
1883 in Freestone County, Texas. Born to this union 
were Edmond Thomas, Wiley Lee, Fannie Mae, 
Walter Alfred, and Mackey Hubert. 

Edmond was a strong, healthy young farmer in 
Buffalo, Texas, in 1912. Miss Jodie Myrtle Murphy 
stepped from a wagon, and, for his part, it was love 
at first sight. They were married in 1912 in Buffalo 
and settled on a farm with hopes of joy for the future. 

In 1917, Edmond and the oldest child, Tennie, had 
a malaria flu so for health reasons they moved to 
West Texas. They came by train to Miles, Texas, and 
there they would be near some of Edmond’s family. 
It was in this area Edmond and Jodie would settle, 
raise a family, and continue farming as a livelihood. 
Born to this union were Tennie Loyal who married 
Bailey Bitner, L. T. Balkum who married Irene 
Helwig, Earl T. Balkum who married Marion Hall, 
Alma Balkum who married Robert Scharf, John 
Balkum who married Juanita Harwell, Ernestine 
Balkum who married Wallace Watson, and Jimmie 
Sue who married T.D. Pope. Edmond and Jodie 
were married fifty-four years when Edmond went 
to be with the Lord, February 2, 1968. There are 
14 grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren, as of 
May, 1987. 

At the start of World War I, a flu epidemic broke 
out, and Jodie and Edmond would go by buggy to 
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care for the sick. The medicine was not readily 
available; so home remedies such as coaloil, hot 
packs to the chest, whiskey, and herbs were used. 
Many of all ages died. 

The Balkums settled on a farm and raised cotton, 
livestock, and vegetables for food and clothing. Jodie 
became an expert seamstress to provide clothes. Then 
the Depression struck and life became hard. The 
family would work sunrise to dark just to make a 
living. Cotton sold for a nickel a pound, and that 
nickel would buy a pound of butter and a dozen eggs. 

The family farm the Balkums were working so 
hard for, was repossessed, and Edmond sharecropped 
for men who owned their farms. The family lived 
on faith and stayed strong in the Southern Baptist 
faith, attending church weekly. Today the children 
and their families are strong in faith of Jesus and 
sing old family favorite songs: Amazing Grace, The 
Lilly of the Valley. Mrs. Balkum still resides at 
Veribest, 98 years old, and still prays for her chil- 
dren daily and calls them by name. 

by Nancy Roberts 


BALKUM, JODIE 
(MURPHY) 


Edmond & Jodie Balkum, 1962 


From the eyes of a small girl, Jodie recalls seeing 
San Angelo from a covered wagon. Jodie was the 
oldest child of James Temple Murphy and Susan 
Loyal Baird. James was born in Ireland on April 12, 
1862. James came to America with two brothers. 
They separated on the East Coast to seek their 
fortunes never to meet again. Susan was born in 
Oklahoma June 5, 1859 and met and married 
James Murphy in Pinson, Alabama on Jan. 19, 
1888. Both are buried in Shawnee, Oklahoma. 

The journey was long and stops had to be made to 
work so food could be bought. They settled for a 
while on an irrigated farm on the Pecos River. The 
drinking water had to be hauled in barrels from 
Balmorhea or Monahans. Life was unsatisfactory for 
a young husband who considered West Texas a 
desert so he moved quite frequently trying to find a 
place he wanted to raise a family. They left Pecos 
and journeyed on into New Mexico. He searched 
long and wide in West Texas but could not be 
pleased so he decided to turn East. By this time more 
children had been born and he wanted a home. 

As they passed through San Angelo, Jodie recalls 
it was nothing more than a cow trail with mostly sod 
covered buildings many of which were saloons. 
James stated, “San Angelo is no fittin’ place for a 
family.’’ So they journeyed on east to make camp. 
He settled on a farm near Buffalo, Texas. The 
James T. Murphy family shared many happy times 
together and loved and praised the Lord daily. Born 
to the union of James and Susan Murphy were: 


Jodie Myrtle, December 5, 1888; Roberta Cathrine, 
August 16, 1890; John Franklin, October 4, 1892; 
Pearl Ann, February 19, 1895; Willie Alice, 
December 7, 1896; James Edward, February 10, 
1901; and Mary Magdaline, November 1, 1903. 

Our early pioneers were farmers who operated 
small pieces of land. This work of clearing the ground 
for means of making a small income would provide 
animals and chickens for food for the family. The 
oldest daughter of James and Susan was Jodie, my 
grandmother. She recalls she met and married 
Edmond Balkum in Buffalo, Texas, and started out 
on the same trail of farming and raising children. 
Jodie and Edmond came to Tom Green County in 
1917. They had seven children (see Edmond Balkum 
story). They saw hard times during the Depression 
but seemed never to sit and moan. They looked for 
the good times ahead and learned from the bad. The 
Bible was the center which every child remembers 
was used as a pattern to rear their families. As of 
July 28, 1987, Jodie and all seven children are living. 
Jodie told me Sunday, July 26, 1987 she remembered 
the good and put away the bad, so that, and no 
smoking, no drinking, and reading her Bible and 
praying were her secrets for a long and happy life. 
She is now 98 years old. 

by Nancy Roberts 


BANFIELD, GLENN and 
FLORENCE 


Glenn Ivan Banfield was born October 2, 1898, 
in Stuttgart, Arkansas. He is the son of Jessie Andrew 
Banfield and Elma A. (Gleason) Banfield. In the year 
1900, he moved to Beaumont, Texas, in a covered 
wagon. His father was a rice farmer. His first crop 
was in 1900, but it was destroyed by the Galveston 
storm of that year. The first oil well at Spindeltop 
near Beaumont, was right next to his rice field. 

In 1908, Glenn moved with his parents to El 
Campo, Texas, where he continued as a rice farmer. 
He attended grade school through the sixth grade 
and then El Campo High School. 

In the year 1918, Glenn enlisted in the U.S. Navy, 
with training in San Francisco, California, trans- 
ferred to Norfolk, Virginia for two months, and then 
served on the Battleship U.S.S. Nevada. The Nevada 
and several others did escort duty for troop ships. 
At the end of the war, he returned to his home in El 
Campo, Texas. 

In 1927, Glenn married Florence R. Byerley. In 
February 1987, they had been married 60 years. They 
had one daughter, Merlene, who married Gene 
Vickers of San Angelo and one son Glenn Ivan 
Banfield, Jr., of Denison, Texas. They now have five 
grandchildren and one great-great-grandson. 

Florence and Glenn moved to San Angelo in 1946 
and have continued to make San Angelo their home. 

by G.I. Banfield 


BANKS, JUDITH KAREN 
(LANE) 


Judith Karen Lane was born March 22, 1947, in 
San Angelo. She is the daughter of James Everett 
and Billie Faye (McDonald) Lane. Judy grew up in 
San Angelo and Sweetwater, graduating from 
Newman High in 1965. She married Wayland Farley 
in Sweetwater in 1965. They are the parents of two 
sons: Darren Mike Farley, born July 27, 1966, in 


Judy Lane, 3 years old, with her maternal great- 
grandfather, W. R. McDonald, 91 years old. In San 
Angelo, Texas, at Charley McDonald's home on 
Christoval Highway. 

Sweetwater and Bradley Lane Farley, born May 7, 
1968, in Lubbock. Judy later married Gary W. 
Stratton, and they had two sons: Gary Wayne 
Stratton, born December 1, 1971, in Waco and Robert 
Kenneth Stratton, born December 12, 1973, in Irving. 


Judith Karen Lane Banks Family. 
Back row: Bradley, Judy (Lane) Banks, Darren in 
middle row. Seated in center is Wayne. Seated right: 
Robert. 

Judy married Wayne P. Banks April 10, 1982, in 
Dallas. They are now living in Hillsboro where they 
have bought and are restoring a Victorian style home 
built in 1895. 


by Billie McDonald Lane 


BARBEE, CLYDE WARREN and 
HAZEL PAULINE (LUTHER) 


x 
Clyde and Pauline (Luther) Barbee on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary, 1979. 


Clyde Warren Barbee was born to Mary Alice 
(Warren), and Jasper Newton Barbee, on December 
10, 1908, in San Angelo. His family lived at the 
corner of East 16th and Pecan Street. Clyde was the 
seventh and last child of the Barbees and he was 
delivered by Dr. C.T. Cooper, early San Angelo 
medical doctor. 

Clyde’s pre-school days were spent in San Angelo, 
Waco, Corsicana, and Ballinger. The family was 
living in Corsicana in 1919 when Clyde’s mother 
passed away. She was buried in Fairmount Cemetery, 
alongside her son, Elmer, who had died in 1906. 

Clyde attended North Ward School on North 
Magdalen Street. Mrs. Clark was his 4th grade 
teacher. 

He worked at the cotton gin in Ballinger, and in 
the oil fields at McCamey in 1926/1927. He attended 
San Angelo Business College where he took courses 
in bookkeeping and typing, taught by Mrs. W.W. 
Carson. He finished in 1927, and went to work at 
McCamey for Clarence C. Luther, who had the 
Humble Oil Company there. Here he met Hazel 
Pauline Luther, the daughter of Clarence and Vera 
(Hemphill) Luther. Pauline was born April 29, 
1913 in San Angelo. 


Pauline (Luther) and Clyde Barbee with their son, 
Calvin Barbee. 


Clyde and Pauline were married May 26, 1929 in 
Ozona, Texas. Twin sons were born April 18, 1934: 
Calvin Wesley and Alvin Howard. Alvin Howard 
died when two days old and is buried in Ozona. 
Calvin lives in San Angelo. 

Clyde worked for Humble Oil Company and had 
an independent oil company while in Ozona. In 1936, 
they moved to San Angelo. Clyde was credit and 
operating manager of the B.F. Goodrich Store. 

He served in the National Guard and the Texas 
Defense Guard. In 1942 and 1943, he worked in civil 
service at Goodfellow Air Force Base. 

In 1968, with partners, they began a land 
development in Alamagordo, New Mexico. They 
retired to San Angelo in 1967. They have been active 
in real estate and managing rental properties. 

In May of 1979, they observed their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary at Massie Club House. 

They have one granddaughter, Deborah Ann 
(Barbee) Earnest, who lives in San Angelo. 

by Clyde Barbee 


BARBEE, JASPER NEWTON 


Jasper Newton Barbee was born in the year 1874 
near Fort Worth to W. Robert Barbee and Josephine 
Rice. His boyhood days were spent in Indian ter- 
ritory between Fort Worth and Wynnewood, 


Oklahoma. He attended school and learned to read, 
write and to do some math. 

Jasper’s father died when he was young, leaving 
responsibility upon Jasper to make a living for his 
widowed mother, sister Ada, and a younger brother 
William. Common labor was his only choice for 
several years, but he soon learned to farm and do 
carpenter work. At the age of 20, he married Mary 
Alice Warren, daughter of Robert W. Warren and 
Elizabeth Reeves, whom he met in Bell County, 
Texas. The Warrens had recently moved from 
Kentucky to Texas. Searching for a good job, he 
obtained one delivering ice by wagon and team in 
Temple. On July 24, 1896, his first child was born, a 
son, Jasper Elmer. He continued odd jobbing of 
farming and carpentry. On July 10, 1898, his second 
child was born, a son, Noah Daniel. Time and labor 
went on, and January 1, 1901, their third child, a 


Jasper N. Barbee and his children. Back row: Algin, 
Mr. Jasper N. Barbee, front row: Ernest, Eva (Holt), 
Ada (Clendenen), Clyde 

This made three to make a living for. But soon 
after, sorrow struck and little Noah Daniel died on 
June 23, 1901 and was buried at Temple Cemetery. 
Time went on and Mr. Barbee was still working in 
Bell County when the fourth child, son Algin Robert, 
was born on December 27, 1902, at Rogers, Texas. 
The Barbees continued farming and carpentry and 
finally moved from Bell County to Paint Rock in 
Concho County where the Warrens had preceded 
them in 1903. On January 9, 1903, their fifth child, 
a daughter, Eva Mabel was born. 

Soon after Eva’s birth, Jasper heard that quite a 
building boom was in San Angelo; so being tired of 
farming, he moved to San Angelo in 1905. Their 
home was located on the corner of Pecan and East 
16th Street. He soon was employed contracting and 
building houses. On July 20, 1906, their sixth child, 
a son, Walter Ernest, was born. 

Sorrow and heartache struck again on December 
7, 1906, when little ten-year-old Jasper Elmer died 
and was buried on a new family lot in Fairmount 
Cemetery, San Angelo. Mrs. Barbee kept trying to 
get Mr. Barbee to stop working so hard, but building 
was fast and he was foreman on many of his jobs. 
Pay was good at $4.00 per twelve-hour day. On 
December 10, 1908, their seventh child, a son Clyde 
Warren, was born. In 1919, Mrs. Barbee was buried 
on the family lot at Fairmount Cemetery. 

In 1921, Mr. Barbee married Fannie Mitchell, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D.A. Mitchell, of Norton, 
Texas. No children were born to this union. Mr. 
Barbee passed away in 1957 at the age of 82 and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by C.W. Barbee 
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BARLOW - GREEN 


On a hot day in July, 1927, the Barlow family left 
Fort Worth and traveled all the way to San Angelo 
on a dirt road. 

Finis H. Barlow, his wife, Nora, and their three 
daughters were moving to San Angelo for Mr. 
Barlow to assume his new job as insurance agent in 
West Texas for the State Reserve Life Insurance Co. 
of Fort Worth. Mrs. Barlow was a homemaker, Jane 
Margaret was enrolled at Southern Methodist 
University, Septima was in high school, and Nonie 
was a student at East Ward Elementary School. Mr. 
Barlow later represented Mutual of Omaha as an 
agent in addition to his affiliation with State 
Reserve. 

Mrs. Barlow died in 1937 and in 1952 Finis 
Barlow married Pauline Shifflett, a teacher at John 
H. Reagan School. Finis Barlow died in 1964. 

Jane Margaret taught school in El Paso and 
married Robert L. Rigsby. They made their home in 
El Paso and later moved to Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Radford and Anne were the two children born to 
the Rigsbys. Jane Margaret died in 1984. 

Septima worked at First National Bank, San 
Angelo, and later moved to Midland to work for Shell 
Oil Co. She married Hunter Andrew, a teller at First 
National Bank, San Angelo, who became senior vice- 
president of the bank. Septima worked for Sawyer 
Cattle Co. after her return to San Angelo and was 
also employed at Goodfellow Air Force Base and 
several oil companies in ensuing years. She became 
secretary for Robert G. Carr and spent many years 
in that position until her retirement in 1967. Hunter 
Andrew died in 1979. 


Nonie Barlow Green 


Nonie graduated from San Angelo High School 
in 1936, attended San Angelo Junior College and 
San Angelo Business College. She was employed 
by San Angelo Building Material Co. when she met 
cadet Charles Macon Green who was taking basic 
training at Goodfellow Field. Lt. Green received his 
wings at Barksdale Field, La. and married Nonie the 
same day. After receiving his commission, Macon 
Green was assigned to the Ferry Command at Long 
Beach, California, then transferred to Langley Field, 
Virginia. After Pearl Harbor, Macon was on detached 
service at several locations. On an anti-submarine 
patrol mission on the East coast, he was killed in a 
crash of his plane with another one that had taxied 
onto the runway without lights at 3:00 AM. A 
daughter, Septima, had been born to the couple just 
the month before. 
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Nonie Green resumed a professional career in 
1955 and worked as an accountant for cemetery 
corporations, Producers Livestock, and Suez Shrine 
Temple. She retired in 1982. 

She has been president of several philatelic 
organizations including Texas Philatelic Association 
and Texas Postal History Society. She is currently 
third vice-president of American Philatelic Congress. 
In 1984 she received the Distinguished Philatelic 
Texan award from Texas Philatelic Association. 
Green is an American Philatelic Society accredited 
national judge. 

Civic group activities include being a past 
president of Wool Center Chapter of American 
Business Women’s Association and also Tom Green 
County Historical Society. She is currently on the 
Tom Green County Historical Commission. 

A number of Green’s philatelic and historical 
research papers have been published and she gives 
presentations in these two fields to various groups 
and meetings. 

Nonie is a ruling elder of St. Mark Presbyterian 
Church and is on the current session. She has twelve 
years service on that board and was church treasurer 
for six years. 


Septima Green 


Septima Green grew up in San Angelo and 
graduated from Central High School. She received 
degrees of Bachelor of Science in Education and 
Master in Education from Texas Christian University. 
She has taught school in the Fort Worth Independent 
School District for many years and was selected Fort 
Worth Teacher of the Year in 1984 and in 1985 was 
runner-up Texas Teacher of the Year. Besides 
teaching school she is a free lance writer and has 
diversified work published in educational journals, 
other magazines, and newspapers. 

by Nonie Green 


BARNES, CLINTON P. 


On October 27, 1901, Clinton P. Barnes was born 
to George W. Barnes and Susie Huff Harper in 
Sterling County. He had five brothers, Elmon, 
Charlie, Bob, Orie and Mike, and four sisters, Mrs. 
Mike (Lillian) Muckleroy, Mrs. Elbert (Ellen) 
Higgins, Mrs. Ed (Alberta) Muckleroy, and Mrs. Roy 
(Susie) Bennett. He married Hertha (Hattie) 
Katherine Feil on January 20, 1929. She was born 
in Belton, Texas, on September 15, 1911, to Henry 
and Anna (Kolster) Feil. 

Clint and Hattie Barnes lived west of San Angelo 
for awhile and farmed. Then they moved to Sonora 


and Midland, where Clint drove a truck delivering 
freight. They returned to the Midway Community 
about ten miles west of San Angelo on the Arden 
Road. At first, it was a dairy farm and later became a 
stock farm. Clint and Hattie reared their three 
children at this location. In 1959, they moved to San 
Angelo. Clint worked for Tom Green County 
Precinct 1. He retired in 1972. They continued to 
reside in San Angelo and attended the Colorado 
and Jackson Church of Christ. Clinton died March 
4, 1981. 

Their children are Mrs. Don (Louise) Gorman of 
Andrews, Texas, and her children are Tami D. 
Gorman and Mrs. Glenn (Amy) Hays of Denver 
City, Texas. 

J.P. Barnes married Yvonne Smith and they live 
in Brandon, Florida. Their children are Mrs. Doug 
(Robbin) Cullaro, Jay and Mitzi Barnes. 

Melvin B. Barnes married Jane Jennings and they 
live in Lubbock. Jaleen M. Barnes and Melissa J. 
Barnes are their two daughters. 

Education was a dream the Clint Barneses had 
for their children. They attended San Angelo schools 
through San Angelo College and have gone on to 
fulfill this desire. 

by Louise Barnes Gorman 


BARNES, JOHN ALONZO 


John Alonzo Barnes was born July 3, 1849, Scott 
County, Forest, Mississippi. John married Alice 
Virginia Anderson October 20, 1886 in Johnson 
County, Cleburne, Texas. Alice was born September 
22, 1867. Early in 1900, the family and children 
moved to Christoval, Texas; William (Willie) 
Robert born June 15, 1888, and Velma Florence 
born August 25, 1896. 

John’s daughter, by a former marriage, Martha 
(Mattie) Jane Barnes born October 1, 1877 and 
husband, Marion Adkerson White, born January 
19, 1866, joined her father and moved to Christoval 
with children: Marion Gordy Earl born January 11, 
1896; Norah Lee born January 24, 1898; John 
Andrew born en route, at Kickapoo Creek of Concho 
County, August 23, 1900; Winnie Irene born after 
arrival in Christoval, June 28, 1903; and Leslie 
Stone born July 17, 1912, in Runnels County, Miles, 
Texas, the same year of departure from Christoval. 


~e 


; 


1906 - Christoval, Texas. Office of first Telephone 
Exchange. 


In December 1906, John secured the first 
Telephone Exchange in Christoval and installed 
equipment in the family home located on the main 
road passing through the village. In the beginning, 
primitive transmitters and receivers were encased in 
small, make-shift boxes. John guided Alice in 


1912 - Velma Florence Barnes at first switchboard. 


operational and managerial aspects of the business 
and trained son, Will, as a switchboard operator while 
daughter, Velma, observed all of the detailed 
operations. Long, wooden telephone cases were 
mounted on a wall in residential homes. The 
telephones operated on dry cell batteries. Members 
of pioneer families recall telephone numbers by 
hand cranking “long” and “short” rings to make 
contact with a person. Party lines were shared 
permitting neighbors to listen to conversations and 
talk with others. A crank had to be turned vigorously 
several times to signal the switchboard operator. 
The long distance operator was greeted, “Hello, 
Central,”’ followed by instructions to connect a 
specific person some distance away. 

John died January 14, 1919 fulfilling a great 
convenience of telephone communication to the 
people in the small community. Alice assumed 
responsibility of the Telephone Exchange with the 
assistance of their daughter, Velma, until death 
December 8, 1938; she was remembered as a 
member of a pioneer family engaged in early 
telephone operations. Velma assumed operational 
control of the Telephone Exchange giving Christoval 
residents service beyond the line of duty and always 
with a smile and a sense of humor. Velma retired 
August 31, 1955 and died January 4, 1980, leaving 
the historic past forever but known as a friend to all. 

by Noreine H. Dodds 


BARRON, CHARLIE 
LOUALLEN “CHOCK” 
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Myrtle and Chock’s 50th Wedding Anniversary 


My parents-in-law, Charlie Louallen “Chock” 
Barron and Myrtle Mae Gray, were married October 
16, 1924, and came to Tom Green County in 1926. 
Dad was a farmer on the plains near Lubbock. 
Because of Mom’s health, they had to move and 
finally settled in Tom Green County. Dad’s first farm 
was what was then called “The Poor Farm.” It was 
near the Bell Street and Old Ballinger Highway 
intersection. He made 16 bales of cotton on the place 
that year. 

His father, John Barron, got a chance to buy a half 
section of farm land at Veribest. Dad bought 100 of 
those acres and built Mom a cute little house. They 
settled down to farm in this good area. On November 
21, 1928, their son, Curtis Lou, was born. In 1929 
the half section was sold. 

They searched for a farm they could trade two 
houses and lots in town for. Finally they found 95 
acres four miles east of Bronte on the Coke and 
Runnels County line. There they lived, struggled, 
and farmed through the Depression years. On June 
4, 1939, Mom’s and Dad’s joy was complete because 
she had a daughter, Joan Bernice. 
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Curtis, Myrtle, Joan and Chock 


After the years of World War II, in 1946, they 
moved back to Tom Green County. They built a 
house on North Oakes Street behind Reagan 
Elementary School. Curtis was going into his first 
year of college at San Angelo Junior College. Now 
it is Angelo State University. They also built and ran 
a neighborhood grocery store on the corner of 22nd 
street and the Robert Lee Road (now Armstrong). 

Curtis wanted to farm for himself and Dad was 
ready to leave the grocery business; so they moved 
back to Bronte for another year or two. Dad had 
traded for a farm in the northeastern part of Tom 
Green County near the small community of Harriett. 
Here they lived until 1973. 

In October of that year, Dad bought Mom a house 
in San Angelo for her birthday. It is in the Green 
Acres Development and she still lives there today. 
She attends the Harris Avenue Baptist Church. Dad 
went to be with Jesus on January 11, 1983. 

Joan and her husband, Dr. Clifford Ray, their son, 
Kent, and daughter, Karen, and her husband, Dr. 
Eddy Collins, live in the Houston area. 

Now Curtis and I live on that same farm near 
Harriett where his parents lived when we married 
on June 13, 1953. We have lived in several other 
places, including twenty years in Dallas, before we 
moved back to Tom Green County on February 22, 
1984. We have one son, Mark Ashley, his wife, Lori 
Ann, and our grandson, Mark Matthew “Matt,” 
living in the Dallas area. 

by Elizabeth Barron 


BARTON, HENLEY POPE ALLEN 
and VERNA IONE (SUTTER) 


Standing, l-r: Nancy Alexander Johnston, Myrtice 
Annette Alexander Merritt, Carl Allen Alexander. 
Front row seated, l-r: Roy John Alexander, Frances 
(Barton) Alexander, and Carl Fred Alexander. 


Henley Pope Allen Barton was born January 28, 
1890, in Bosque County. He died November 24, 
1971, and was buried in the Fairmount Cemetery, 
San Angelo. Verna Ione Sutter was born February 
25, 1898, in Robertson County, Texas. She died 
March 17, 1986, and was buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery, San Angelo. 

H.P. Barton moved to San Angelo in 1916 where 
he stayed in the Bates Hotel on West Harris for his 
health. He went back to Robertson County in 1918, 
and on October 20, 1918, H.P. and Verna were 
married. They then returned to Tom Green County 
and bought 160 acres of land in the community of 
Harriett. Two girls were born to H.P. and Verna: 
Frances, born October 1, 1919, and Myrtice, born 
July 8, 1921. Neither of us has ever been afraid of 
hard work because we had horses, cows, turkeys, 
chickens and pigs. In the mornings, Frances milked 
the cows while I cleaned the house and helped 
Mother with breakfast. Mother and Daddy took us 
to church; they did not send us. Many a time my 
mother went to a neighbor’s home to sit with the 
sick or to sit with someone who had lost a loved 
one. My Daddy had asthma so bad at times it was all 
he could do to get his breath. I shall never forget the 
time our pastor, Brother Sterling Stratton, came to 
our home when it was snowing and cut up our entire 
woodpile and we stacked it all on the porch. Mother 
never turned down a person who came to our house 
for food or water. Since we lived close to the 
highway, we had a lot of Gypsies who came there. 

After Frances married Carl Fred Alexander of 
Arizona in 1941, we sold our place in Harriett and 
bought the place in San Angelo where we still 
live — my first and last move to ever make. On 
October 19, 1968, we gave Mother and Daddy a 50th 
wedding anniversary party. Frances, myself, and 
Frances’ children were here to help celebrate the 
occasion. I retired in December 1983 after twenty- 
six years with West Texas Utilities Company. Frances 
and Carl have four children: Nancy (Alexander) 
Johnston was born October 25, 1943. She is a 
surgical nurse at Hendrick Memorial Hospital in 
Abilene. Carl Allen Alexander, born August 12, 
1946, is a Baptist missionary, serving in Mexico. 
Roy John Alexander, born March 11, 1948, is a real 
estate broker and attends A&M University in College 
Station. Myrtice Annette (Alexander) Merritt, born 
March 11, 1953, is a nurse and lives in Abilene. 

by Myrtice Barton 
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BATCHLER, JOHN 
ELDRIDGE “JACK” 


John Eldridge Batchler was born near Ferris, Ellis 
County, Texas, September 5, 1890. His parents were 
John Eldridge Batchler born February 24, 1845, 
Maury County, Tennessee, and Julia Octavia Wicker 
born April 11, 1870, Macon County, Alabama. In 
1910, following graduation from Ferris Institute, he 
began work with First State Bank, and later with 
Guaranty State Bank, Waxahachie. He served in 
World War I, 40th Co., 10. B.N., 165 D.B., at Camp 
Travis, and 387th Motor Transport Corp., Head- 
quarters, Ft. Sam Houston. 

October 22, 1919, he married at Ferris, Ollie 
Moyers born July 16, 1894 at India near Ferris, the 
daughter of James Monroe Moyers and Mary 
Josephine Hurley Moyers. She was a graduate of the 
College of Industrial Arts in Denton, Texas, and 
taught at St. Mary’s, Dallas, and Trinity University 
then at Waxahachie. They lived in Waxahachie 
where Jack returned to banking, and where daughter 
Ollie Joyce was born February 28, 1923. In 1927 
they moved to their farm on Batchler Road near 
Ferris, and this is where daughter Patricia Anne 
was born June 8, 1928. He was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge, and secretary-treasurer of the Ellis 
County Banker’s Association. Both the Batchlers and 
Moyers were early settlers of Ellis County. Jack’s 
grandfather John Eldridge, Jr., born 1817, came to 
Rusk County in 1849 from Tennessee with the noted 
Quarter Horse Shiloh, a few years later settling on 
Bear Creek, Ellis County. 

Following Christmas Day, 1928, they moved to 
San Angelo. They made their home in one of the 
few houses in the new Glenmore Addition. He was 
assistant cashier of San Angelo National Bank, owner 
of a local grocery store, and Angelo Baking 
Company which Mrs. Batchler operated. 

As a youth, “Judge’’ as he was then known, joined 
the Methodist Church, but in later life became a 
member of the Church of Christ. Since girlhood, 
Ollie had been a member of the Church of Christ of 
Ferris which in early days was known as the Moyers 
Church. They were members of Johnson Street 
Church of Christ. In 1964, Jack was honored for 
being a Master Mason for fifty years. Jack died May 
10, 1974, and Ollie died March 3, 1976. 

Ollie Joyce graduated from School of Fine Arts, 
San Angelo High School, attended Texas State 
College for Women (now T.W.U.), was a Goodfellow 
Air Force Base employee during World War II, as 
was Jack, graduated Texas Technological College, 
Lubbock, 1950, the year she married DeLoyce 
Farson Eaton. They have a son David Eldridge and 
live in Lubbock and San Angelo. Patricia Anne is a 
graduate of San Angelo High School and the 
University of Texas, and taught in the Bryan and 
Lubbock schools. In 1955 she married Dr. Anton 
Edward Caroe. They live in Arlington, Texas and 
have three children, Alan Edward, M.D., Stanton, 
California; Carl Douglas, M.D., Dallas and Gail 
Christine (Mrs. Gregory James Lyssy), Cedar Hill, 
Texas. 

by Ollie Joyce Eaton 
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BAUGH, TIM 


Timmy John Baugh was born July 27, 1959, in 
Coleman, Texas. He is the son of Johnny and Melba 
Baugh. He graduated from Coleman schools in 1977 
and attended Angelo State University from January, 
1979 through December, 1980. He earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Bible, with emphasis in Biblical 
languages, at Lubbock Christian College in April, 
1985. Tim married Dena Ruth Erickson July 3, 
1982. 

Dena Ruth Erickson was born September 15, 
1962, in San Angelo at the Clinic-Hospital. She is 
the second of the three children born to Thilman and 
Neta Erickson. She resided in Christoval with her 
father, mother, sister, Tresa, and brother, Ennis, for 
the first eighteen years of her life, where she attended 
Christoval schools. During her high school years she 
was involved in many activities. She graduated in 
1981 as salutatorian of her class. She was also voted 
most outstanding student of 1980-81. The following 
year she attended Angelo State University. 

After their marriage in July, 1982, Tim and Dena 
moved to Lubbock so that Tim could pursue a degree 
in Bible. 

Dena attended Texas Tech University, and in May, 
1985 earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Secondary Education with teaching fields in 
English and speech. She taught junior English at 
Lubbock Estacado High School for two years. 

Laura Denise Baugh was born February 17, 1987, 
in Lubbock. She is Thilman and Neta’s first 
grandchild. 


Tim, Dena, and Laura Baugh, 1987 


Tim, Dena and Laura presently reside in Lubbock 
where Tim is the education minister at Broadway 
Church of Christ. Dena devotes her energy to being 
a full time housewife and mother. 


by Dena Ruth Erickson Baugh 


BAWCOM, DAVID B. 


David Britton Bawcom was born March 1, 1837 
in Maury County, Tennessee. He was the seventh 
child of Josiah C. and Priscilla B. (Tuttle) Bawcom. 
His family moved to Marion County, Arkansas in 
the middle 1840s. His parents moved to Grimes 


County, Texas in 1858, but David stayed in Arkansas 
where he had met his future wife, Mary Jane Tabor. 

Mary Jane Tabor was the fourth child of John 
Harve and Elizabeth (Magness) Tabor. She was born 
April 14, 1838, in Marion County, Arkansas. She 
married David on January 15, 1861. He then went 
to fight in the War Between the States, in Company 
A, Twenty-seventh Regiment Arkansas Infantry as 
a wagon master. He fought in the entire war and was 
taken prisoner one week before he was paroled in 
June 1865. 


David B. Bawcom and Mary Jane (Tabor) Bawcom 
taken about 1900. 


David and Mary Jane had six children: Mary 
Elizabeth who married Thomas Fee, Josiah who died 
as a young child, John Herbert who married Mary 
Ella Briggs, Priscilla Jane who married Rufus 
Pierson Cowdrey, Martha Ann Tabartha who married 
James Daniel Railsback and David Newton who 
married Georgia Athey. David and Mary Jane raised 
their family in Marion County, where David ran a 
grist mill and farmed. 

In 1901, they moved to Miles, Runnels County. 
They lived near the main Concho River. David used 
a steam engine for irrigation out of the Concho River. 
A flood came in 1906 that left the steam engine 
turned on its side for several years. 

In 1915, they moved near the Twelve-Mile bridge, 
on the middle Concho River, west of San Angelo, 
Tom Green County. David had a concrete dam built 
for their drinking water, irrigating their crops and 
for the pleasure of fishing and swimming. They 
farmed and helped raise three of their grandchildren, 
Arvel, Floyd and Esther on this farm. 

At the time of David’s death on February 4, 1927, 
they had been married sixty-six years. He was buried 
in Fairview Cemetery in San Angelo. After his death, 
Mary Jane spent her last years with her daughter, 
Priscilla, near Post, Texas. Mary Jane died February 
11, 1933, and she was buried beside her husband. 

by Barbara R. Fulton 


BAZE, ABEDNEGO PETER 
“PETE” 


In the late 1870s, Abednego Peter “Pete” Baze 
arrived in Tom Green County with his family, which 
included brothers Polk born 1848, Tom born 1853, 
and Frank born 1856. The family came from 
Tennessee by way of Barry County, Missouri, Waco 
Village, Texas, in 1855; then a ranch in Lampasas 
County, Texas, in 1856. 

Pete was born about 1841, the third child and 
eldest son of William Baze and Jane (Kizer) Baze. 
He served in the Confederate Army as Captain, R.Y. 
Cross Co. 2 Brigade. On June 25, 1866, A. Baze 
was the first elected sheriff of Lampasas County, 
Texas, after the Civil War. Sheriffs just before and 


just after that year were appointed by commissioners 
or special orders. In the late 1850s or early 1860s, 
Pete was captain of a wagon train “going west.” One 
night he stood on a wagon tongue waving a white 
bed sheet to divert a cattle stampede headed for the 
assembled wagons. 

Three of the Baze boys married three daughters 
of Benjamin Ryan and his wife, Sarah, who came to 
the area while it was still Bexar County. Pete married 
Mary Jane “Molly” Ryan. They had two children: 
Annie Jane, who died at about age eight; and Oliver 
Peter Baze, reportedly the first white child born in 
what became the city limits of San Angelo. He was 
born in 1875 on what was later named Baze Street. 

In 1875, Pete, Tom, and Frank bought 348 acres 
on the north side of Dove Creek for $870 in gold 
from Mrs. Mary Maverick, the widow of Sam 
Maverick. According to volume 1, page 1 of the 
Irrigation Records, “The Baze Ditch” was begun 
February, 1875, and recorded June 17, 1889. 


A. Peter Baze (1841-1880). Son of William and Jane 
Baze 


Pete Baze was a member of the first Tom Green 
County grand jury. In 1876 and 1877, he was Precinct 
No. 4 county commissioner. Also, he was justice of 
the peace. Polling places for the 1880 elections were 
held on the Baze farm. 

In 1877, Pete donated an acre of land for a school. 
The building consisted of one room, with adobe 
walls. Pete Baze and Mrs. Sally Ryan were the first 
school teachers. Other teachers were Willy Landrum 
and Matt Ryan. 

The schoolhouse was used also for church, Sunday 
school, and a community center. Mrs. Joseph Tweedy 
organized a union Sunday School. 

Pete Baze also donated some land for a cemetery 
which is still in use. 

On March 12, 1880, Abednego Peter Baze died 
from pneumonia which he took after fighting a prairie 
fire near Knickerbocker and on Dove Creek. He was 
buried in the Baze Cemetery on Dove Creek. His 
widow, Molly Ryan Baze, subsequently married T.B. 
Wilson, overseer on the farm. To this union was born 
a daughter, Bessie Wilson, who was better known 
as “Cousin Bessie’. 

Mr. Wilson sold his wife’s farm. Mary Ryan Baze 
Wilson passed away in 1904 and is also buried in 
the Baze Cemetery. 

Bessie married John Erwin and eventually settled 
in Teague, Texas. 

Descendants of Oliver P. Baze are Boyd D. Baze, 
Mabel Bessie Baze (Brown), Allen Charles Baze, 
and Daisy B. Baze (Gober). 

by Albert E. Baze, Daisy B. Gober, 
and Oressa Martin 


BAZE, ALBERT A. 


Albert Allen Baze was born in Lampasas, Texas, 
on October 17, 1870, to the union of Polk Baze and 
Mary Ervin. His mother died in childbirth and his 
father was on a cattle drive to Kansas at the time. 
Albert was placed in the home of Ben and Sarah 
Ryan, good friends of the Baze family. Later Polk 
Baze married Virginia Ryan, which resulted in 
Albert’s foster sister becoming his step mother. 

When two years old Albert, with his father, moved 
to Tom Green County area. As a young boy he 
delivered milk from his father’s dairy north of San 
Angelo. Then, as a teenager, he worked on the Stilson 
Ranch southwest of San Angelo, as well as for the 
Childress and Harris Cattle Company. Later he 
worked for the Vigo Cattle Company on Kickapoo. 
During his 13 years as foreman of the Bird & Mertz 
ranch on Rockey he had an experience that typifies 
the dangers of the early rancher in West Texas. One 
day Baze was alone on an isolated part of the range 
when his horse fell with him. Albert’s leg was broken 
in the fall and the horse shied away from him. 
Knowing that he was 35 miles from help, Albert 
patiently stayed after the horse until he caught the 
reins. He managed to pull himself upon the animal 
and rode to the ranch house. 


- ER, 
Albert A. Baze (1870-1947). Grandson of William 
and Jane Baze and his wife, Emma Eason 


On February 4, 1900, Albert Baze and Miss Emma 
Eason were married in Sherwood, Texas. “The bride 
has for several years been editor of the rion County 
Record. Mtr. Baze is a prosperous young stockman 
of Irion County.’’ Mike M. Baze, Albert E. Baze and 
Winford E. Baze are their children. After 40 years 
as foreman of Harris Brothers ranches in Tom Green, 
Coke and Reagan counties Albert A. Baze died in 
San Angelo on October 10, 1947. He and his wife 
are buried side by side in the Hayrick Cemetery at 
Robert Lee, Texas. 

Albert’s wife, Emma Eason, was a daughter of 
Thomas Gay Eason, a Civil War veteran. Mr. Eason 
was a building contractor who erected rock barns, 
rock houses, and rock fences over a lot of West Texas. 
He moved soldiers’ bodies from Fort McKavett 
Cemetery to the Fort Concho Cemetery. He also 
furnished hay under contract to Fort Concho. 


Children of Albert A. and Emma Baze, circa 1915 in 
San Angelo, TX. Standing - Mike, middle - Albert E. 
and Winford E. 

T.G. Eason died in Junction, Texas, on March 15, 
1891, a few weeks after renegade whites dressed up 
as Indians shot him trying to steal his horses. Shortly 
after that his daughter, Emma, became a governess 
to ranch children in Tom Green, Crockett, and Irion 
Counties, then she became a newspaper editor. 
Emma Eason Baze died December 28, 1954, in San 
Angelo. 

by Albert E. Baze 


BAZE, ALBERT EASON 


(A.E. Baze was a great-grandson of Mrs. Jane 
Kizer Baze.) 

The San Angelo Genealogical Society’s newsletter 
of March 1980 contains the following short 
biography. 

Albert E. (Al) Baze is a native of Coke County, 
born December 7, 1910. He is of French, English, 
Dutch and German ancestry. (Seven Baze brothers 
were banned from Germany for printing unfavorable 
news stories about the Prussian Government). His 
forefathers immigrated to America prior to 1776. He 
is an accountant, a Democrat, Methodist and Mason. 
He has had successful careers in banking, state and 
federal governments, the negotiating, investigative 
and energy exploration fields. 


Albert E. Baze (1910- _ ). Great-grandson of Wm. 
and Jane Baze. His family, son - Albert Jr., Jau, Doris 
and wife, Lois 


He and Lois Denman, also a native of Coke 
County, met at high school in Robert Lee, Texas, in 
1925. They were married in Tom Green County in 
1930. They have two children (Doris and Albert Jr.) 
four grandchildren, and two great-grandsons. Two 
other grandchildren (Mark Baze and Linda Collins) 
died in one car accident. Baze has been active in the 
Boy Scouts of America, American Red Cross, U.S. 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, Lions, Toastmasters, 
and Optimist Club. He teaches Sunday school and 
Bible classes. His boyhood was spent on cattle 
ranches in West Texas. He has vivid recollections of 
anticipated raids on border ranches by Pancho Villa. 
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Albert E. and Lois D. Baze, 50th Wedding 
Anniversary, March 8,1980 


He well remembers the droughts, sandstorms, and 
blizzards of 1917 and 1918. 

His father was a lifetime cattlkeman. His mother 
was a newspaper editor and school teacher. Mr. Baze 
and his wife are both retired now. She retired from 
department store work. He retired from defense plant 
work. Doris Baze and Roy Collins are divorced. She 
now works for General Dynamics in Fort Worth. 
Albert Baze, Jr. and Carolyn Howton also are 
divorced. He has a good vineyard in California. 

Of the Bazes’ four living grandchildren, Matt Baze 
is financial manager of a group of automobile 
agencies in San Francisco. Craig Collins is doing 
laser fusion research. Chris Collins is in the 
construction business in Fort Worth. Kent Collins 
divides his time between a ranch and helping his 
brother. Craig Collins, Jr. and Chris Collins’ son, 
Jason, are the Bazes’ great-grandchildren.”’ 

by Albert E. Baze 


BAZE, ALBERT E., JR. 


(A.E. Baze Jr. was a great-great-grandson of Mrs. 
Jane Kizer Baze.) 


), great-great-grandson 


Albert E. Baze, Jr., (1936- 
of Wm. and Jane Baze 
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Tam the son of Albert E. and Lois D. Baze and I 
was born here in San Angelo at the Shannon Hospital 
on August 3, 1936. Carolyn A. Howton and I were 
married in the home of her parents, David and 
Maxine Howton on August 25, 1956. We both are 
natives of Tom Green County and graduates of San 
Angelo High School. One son, Mark Andrew, was 
born in San Antonio on July 30, 1957. He died on 
October 5, 1975 in a one-car accident near San 
Rafael, California. That was just before he was to 
leave for France to enter college. Our other son, 
Matthew Albert, was born in Fort Worth on July 22, 
1960. He graduated from University of Colorado and 
now lives in Mill Valley, California where he is 
financial manager for a group of automobile 
agencies. 

“Half-back Albert Baze ran wild here this 
afternoon to pace the San Angelo Bobcat B team to 
a 34-12 win over the Sweetwater Mustang B. 
Squad.”’ “All alone — Albert Baze, San Angelo 
Bobcat junior halfback runs all alone for the fourth 
touchdown against Polytechnic of Fort Worth — Baze 
had just caught a pass from Bobby Joe Walker. The 
Bobcats won, 34-0.” “Touchdown — Albert Baze, 
great little San Angelo end, rambles toward the goal 
line with the first Bobcat touchdown — in Friday 
night’s 21-21 tie with Odessa ... Baze had made an 
almost impossible catch between two Odessa 
defenders.” 

Those were some of the 1953 and 1954 newspaper 
lines of my football days. 

I spent four years in the U.S. Air Force. Then 
worked for the RCA Corp. 6 years and one year for 
Hughes Aircraft, both in Tucson, Arizona. Next I 
worked for Bancroft-Whitney Publishing Company 
(law books) in San Francisco, California. 

After retirement from the publishing company, we 
bought 1,800 acres of livestock grazing land 90 miles 
southeast of Sacramento. Carolyn and I set out 18 
acres of grape sprigs and then added to such to have 
about 200 acres of grapes now. All vines have 
matured and we harvest a good crop of wine grapes 
each year. The wine is sold under the label El Dorado 
County Zinfandel Twin Rivers Ranch. It is bottled 
by Sutter Home Winery, Helena, California. 


Albert E. Baze, Jr, a later picture. 


In addition to operating a vineyard, I had side 
businesses known as R.G.&S Publications Services, 
Packagecraft, Printers Express, and L.P. Lawpress 
all in the San Francisco area and all related to the 
law book publishing business. 

by Albert E. Baze, Jr. 


BAZE, FRANK 


Dewey Dock Franklin Baze was born on April 
16, 1856, in either Waco Village, McLennan County, 
Texas or Lampasas, Texas. He was the youngest child 


of William Baze and Jane Kizer Baze and the only 
one of the children to be born in Texas. When Frank 
was five, his father died and he depended upon his 
older brother, Pete, for male guidance. At age 16, in 
1872, he came to West Texas with his widowed 
mother. There he helped dig the Baze Ditch. He tired 
of farming and spent most of his youth on cattle 
ranches around San Angelo. 


Frank Baze (1856-1936), Son of William and Jane 
Baze. His right arm was lost in drilling accident 

Before age 22 he bought a water well drilling 
outfit. In the late seventies and early eighties he was 
the driller on most water wells in the San Angelo 
area. While pulling the bit from a well, an accident 
pulled off his right arm. 

At Ben Ficklin on December 24, 1875, he married 
Sarah Alice Ryan. She was born on June 26, 1857, 
in McKinney, Texas, the daughter of Ben and Sarah 
Baker Ryan. Alice was a sister of Mary Jane Ryan 
who had married Pete Baze and also a sister of 
Virginia Catherine “Jenny’’ Ryan who was the 
second wife of Polk Baze. Frank and Alice’s chil- 
dren were Nora Alice (who married Dennis H. Lane), 
Edith who married W.T. “Skeet” Henley), Bennie 
(who died at age 14 in an accident), Lillie (who 
married Luther Weaver), and Dennis (who never 
married). 


Frank Baze, his wife Sarah Alice Ryan and their son, 
Dennis V. Baze 


After moving to New Mexico around 1888, Frank 
and Alice lived in Albuquerque, La Luz, Nogal, and 
Deming. He was the first postmaster at Fresnal, Dona 
Ana County, Territory of New Mexico, established 
July 21, 1894. Fresnal’s name was changed to 
Highrolls, then to Mountain Park. 

Frank and Alice Baze’s eldest boy, Bennie, lost 
his life accidentally west of Cloudcroft. There was a 
runaway mule team. Frank and Bennie were working 
with a crew on the mountainside. Their wagon had a 
“dump body” arranged to haul “fill.” Frank had to 
go into town early and told Bennie to get some of 
the men to help him remove the dump body before 
he started home. Being shy, he did not ask for help. 
On the way down the mountain, it slipped forward 
against the mule team. They ran away and Bennie 
fell under a wagon wheel which ran over his chest. 
He died two days later. 

Frank Baze had a diversified business in New 
Mexico. He had a grocery and dry goods store that 
sold whiskey in Albuquerque, a saloon in La Luz, a 
grocery store and post office in Fresnal. He was a 
building contractor in Nogal, and ran a hotel and 
restaurant in Deming, where he died November 17, 
1936. 

by Albert E. Baze 


BAZE, JANE (KIZER) 


Jane Kizer was born in Tennessee in 1817. She 
was a daughter of William Kizer, who was born in 
Georgia, and his wife (name not known), who was 
born in Tennessee. During 1834 in Tennessee she 
married William Baze, who also was born in 
Tennessee. The Baze children were Mary Ann, 
Rebecca Jane, Abednego Peter, Sarah E., Charlotte 
C., Michael Polk, Nancy C.C., William Thomas 
McDowell, Dewey Dock Franklin, and a girl whose 
nickname was Queenie. All lived to maturity except 
Queenie, who died at age 6 months. She was buried 
beside the old road in the desert near Lordsburg, 
New Mexico. 


Mrs. Jane Kizer Baze (1817-1903). Widow of William 
Baze 


Jane’s husband, William, died in Lampasas 
County, Texas, in 1861. The widow and children 
moved to an area in Bexar County later to become 
Tom Green County. That was in 1872 after one son, 
Polk, scouted the area during a buffalo hunt and 
found the lush vegetation along Dove Creek. A two- 
story adobe brick house was erected near where 
Knickerbocker now stands. Jane held church and 
Sunday school in their house and the oldest son, Pete, 
taught school there during the same period. The 
church became the Christian Church and the school 
became Dove Creek School. At first it was known 
as the Baze School. 

Three of her boys, Pete, Tom, and Frank built a 
dam and irrigation ditch on Dove Creek which was 
known as the Baze Ditch. The fourth son, Polk, 
developed the Baze Addition to the City of San 
Angelo. It was the third sub-division to the City. 

During his lifetime, Jane’s husband, William, had 
a wide reputation for his “‘docktering.” A letter from 
Comanche Peak in 1859 inquired about his “receipt 
for making your flux or collerly (cholera) medicine 
and also a receipt for making your cider.” After his 
death Jane took over his frontier “docktering.” Some 
of her medical materials include coal oil, whiskey, 
turpentine, black strap molasses, juice from prickley 
pear leaves, tea from West Texas shrubs, and sulfur 
powder. The Post Surgeon at Fort Concho attended 
to broken bones and surgical operations, but the 
black soldiers would rather have Jane to treat their 
stomach ache, bad colds, fever, and hangovers. Off 
limits, of course. 

Before she died Jane had lost one eye in an 
accident and then went blind in the other one. 
According to relatives still living in 1960 who knew 
her, she was a high-spirited, dark eyed, dark 
complexioned woman, well able to care for herself. 
She lived to be 86 years old and died in the home of 
a daughter, Nancy Greenwood, in La Luz, New 
Mexico on April 18, 1903. 

by Albert E. Baze 


BAZE, LULA GRACE 


Lula Grace Baze was born September 1, 1883 in 
San Angelo, Texas to the union of Polk Baze and his 
third wife, Sarah Josephine Atkins. Her birth was 
in the home of the Ben Ryans on Tarver Street. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ryan were the parents of the former 
Virginia Ryan, who was the second wife of Polk 
Baze. 

When Grace was 6 years old her parents were 
divorced and her father married Betty Shirley, his 
second cousin. Her mother never remarried. 

By this time Grace had two younger sisters living. 
They were Nettie Lorena Baze and Roxie Baze. A 
third sister, Lottie, had died shortly after birth. 
Grace’s half-brothers and half-sisters were: Albert 
A. Baze, Mrs. Daisy Bowden, Mrs. Maude Cox, 
Virgil Baze, and Lovell C. Baze. 

Grace Baze was 24 years old at the start of an 8 
year period when she was very active in the First 
Methodist Church in San Angelo. The church, under 
the pastorship of Brother Timmons, arranged for her 
to attend Scarriett College in Nashville, Tennessee, 
for study in missionary work. 

From the Summer of 1916 to the end of that year 
Grace worked in a Wesley House in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The superintendent there advised her to 
give up plans to be a missionary and study for a 
nursing career because he thought she was a natural- 
born nurse. She received her registered nurses 


Miss Grace Baze (1883-1966). Granddaughter of 
William and Jane Baze 


certificate from the State of Texas on December 21, 
1919, 

From September 1, 1926 to the end of May 1930, 
she was Gregg County school nurse. 

On September 1, 1930 she became City School 
nurse in San Angelo, Texas, a position she held until 
the end of the spring school term in 1944. 


Later picture of Grace Baze when was San Angelo 
City School Nurse. 


In 1963, Grace Baze built the first individual 
cottage on the grounds of Baptist Memorial 
Geriatric Hospital in San Angelo. She conducted 
group therapy in the hospital up until five days 
before her death on July 30, 1966. She was buried 
beside her Mother in the cemetery at Knickerbocker, 
Texas. 

Grace Baze never married. Roxie died as a 
teenager. Nettie married Will Frickie and had a 
daughter, Mary Grace, who won first place in a Better 
Baby contest in June 1915 in San Angelo. Her score 
was 99. She is now Mrs. Sanford Harris and lives in 
San Mateo, California. 

by Albert E. Baze 
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BAZE, MICHAEL POLK 


Michael Polk Baze (1848-1933). Son of William and 
Jane Baze 


Michael Polk “Poke” Baze was born in Barry 
County, Missouri, on April 20, 1848. He was the sixth 
child and second son of the union of William Baze 
and Jane Kizer, who both were natives of Tennessee. 
In 1855, with his parents, he moved to Waco Village, 
Texas, then to Lampasas County, Texas, in 1856. 


Mrs. M. P. Baze, maiden name Mary E. Ervin (1844- 
1870), daughter-in-law of Wm. Baze. 


In 1868, he married Mary E. Ervin, who was born 
in Yell County, Arkansas. She died in childbirth 
when their son, Albert, was born in 1870 near 
Lampasas. At the time Polk was on a cattle drive to 
Kansas. The baby was placed in the home of Ben 
and Sarah Kizer. On June 5, 1875, Polk Baze mar- 
ried Virginia Ryan in San Angelo, Texas. She was a 
daughter of the Ben Ryans. 

Buffalo hunting back in the 1870’s was big sport 
and big money, with 100 a day at $1.00 a hide being 
killed at the respective heads of Spring and Dove 
Creek and the South Concho. In the hunters’ camp 
were usually two gun men and ten skinners. Polk 
Baze drifted from camp to camp as a gun man. Such 
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other camps were located at Big Lake, at Big Spring 
and where the Yates Oil Field now stands. While 
thus engaged, Polk observed the lush growth of grass 
and other vegetation around where Knickerbocker 
now stands. He reported this back to his widowed 
mother, Jane Kizer Baze, in Lampasas. Then she, 
with her other children, moved from Lampasas 
County to a location on Dove Creek. 

To the union of Polk Baze and Virginia Ryan, two 
daughters and a son were born. The daughters, Daisy 
and Maude, married and had families of their own. 
The son died shortly after his birth, and four days 
later Virginia died on August 28, 1881. 

In 1880, Polk bought land from Ben Ryan, and in 
1882 he bought more land from W.S. Veck. He 
developed this into the Baze Addition to San Angelo. 
Then he became involved in real estate develop- 


ments in Big Spring, Brady, Comanche and Snyder. 
Also he held patents on oil burners for heating stoves 
made by Ida Manufacturing Company. 

On February 10, 1882, Polk married Josephine 
Atkins at Ben Ficklin. On September 1, 1883, their 
first daughter was born in the home of Ben Ryan on 
Tarver Street in San Angelo. She was Lula Grace 
Baze who eventually became City School Nurse in 
San Angelo. Other daughters born to this union were 
Roxie, Nettie, and Lottie. 

Polk and Josephine divorced on December 2, 
1891. On December 29, 1891, he married Betty 
Shirley and they had one child, Lovell Claude Baze. 
Polk died November 22, 1933 and is buried in 
Snyder, Texas. 

by Albert E. Baze 


BAZE, WILLIAM THOMAS 


Wm. Thomas Baze (1853-1931). Son of Wm. and Jane Baze. His family: Top row - John R., Thomas F., 
James, Wm. Ed. Middle row - Ella, Lewis, Cyrena his wife, Tom, Myrtle. Bottom row - Inez and Albert. 


Picture made in Snyder, Texas early 1900. 


William Thomas McDowell Baze was born July 
24, 1853, in Barry County, Missouri, the son of 
William Baze and Jane Kizer Baze, whose ancestors 
came from Holland. 

The family came to Texas when Tom was six 
weeks old. They settled at Lampasas and remained 
there until he was 18 years of age. Fort Concho was 
his next home where he became a government 
hunter. His kill was primarily buffalo to supply 
meat for the soldiers. 

On October 15, 1878, Tom Baze married Cerena 
May Ellis, born in Weatherford, Texas, on July 8, 
1863, daughter of Smith Ellis and Julia Howard 
Ellis, whose ancestors came from Ireland. Fourteen 
children were born to this union, nine being born in 
Tom Green County, and five being born in Scurry 
County. Their names were: Edward, Grace (who 
died in infancy), James, Frank, Roy, John R., 
Bernice, Ella (who married J.L. Suits), Myrtle 
(who married John H. Johnson), Ethel (who died 
in infancy), Clara Bell (who died in infancy), Albert 
Allen (Boss), Inez (who married Howard Brown), 
and Herbert. 

After Baze Ditch project on Dove Creek, another 
venture for Tom Baze evolved: On May 10, 1888, 


W.T. Baze and his wife, C.M. Baze, subdivided 
their homestead property adjoining the Baze 
Addition to the town of San Angelo. The main 
north and south street was designated Baze Avenue, 
which was an extension of Baze Boulevard in Polk 
Baze’s Addition. Later both streets were just named 
Baze Street. 

The W.T. Baze family moved by wagon and mule 
team from San Angelo to Snyder, Texas in 1896. 
There he traveled as a salesman for a windmill 
company, was a furniture store dealer, a blacksmith, 
a dealer in coal and wood, and ran a shoe and boot 
repair shop. 

Tom and Cerena had a son, Albert Allen Baze who 
was born in 1899. Polk and Mary Baze also had a 
son, Albert Allen Baze, who was born in 1870. This 
has confused some family historians. 

Tom’s blacksmith shop was a place of learning 
for young boys. For example: “like how quick to 
jump when you stepped on a hotcaulk barefooted”’ 
and “to always keep your collar buttoned when 
standing around the forge when sparks were flying” 
or “never to stand behind a kicking mule which was 
being shod, even if the mule’s foot was tied up.” 


Like most of the Baze families of their day, Tom 
and Cerena Baze were members of the Christian 
Church. 

Tom died October 25, 1931, and Cerena died on 
February 12, 1946. They both are buried in the 
Snyder Cemetery. 

by Albert E. Baze 


BEAM, MELVIN 


Melvin and Alvira Beam 


Melvin Beam, one of eleven children, was born 
June 21, 1922, in Streeter, Texas, to Isaac and Emma 
Beam. He left Mason In 1941 to join the army. He 
soon married Pearl Smith. They had one son, Melvin 
Jessie, and one stepson, Buff, before divorcing. 

In May, 1950, he married Alvira Anderle in San 
Angelo. They had four children, all of who married: 
Linda K. and her husband Kenneth L. Dye, 
Raymond Willis and his wife Linda May, Darvin 


Wayne and his wife Linda Ruth, and Alta Louise 
and her husband Marcus McClellan. There were six 
grandchildren. 

Melvin began working in Tom Green County in 
1947 on the O.C. Fisher Dam. In 1951, he began 
working for Earl Young and soon after for Young 
and Bagget Water Well Service. He continued with 
this job until a fall in 1960 which resulted in the 
amputation of his left leg. In 1961, equipped with 
an artificial leg, Melvin began his own water well 
and windmill service, AA Repair. He once again 
drove trucks and climbed windmills. He soon be- 
came known as the one-legged windmill and 
waterwell man. Melvin enjoyed hunting, especially 
deer hunting on horseback because of his leg. In 
December, 1960, while in the Glass Mountains, he 
became popular with the kill of a 10 point black tail 
deer while he was on crutches. Nothing slowed this 
man down. 

Melvin enjoyed being with people and telling 
stories. He was especially popular with history buffs. 
Because Melvin’s business prospered until a severe 
heart attack in 1977, he knew Texas ranch country 
from Mason to Marfa and Alpine like the back of 
his hand. Melvin and Alvira operated AA Repair 
service until his death March 20, 1986. 

Melvin always enjoyed helping people whenever 
he could. He was a member of the Disabled American 
Veterans and sponsored Little League teams. A treat 
he enjoyed giving friends and customers was 
watermelons purchased in Mason County in late 
summer. He felt at ease with rich and poor alike. 

Melvin’s wife and children reside in San Angelo. 
Linda is a teacher. Her husband now owns AA Repair 
Service. Raymond and his wife own and operate their 
own windmill and water service. Darvin and his wife 
both work for the Lighthouse for the Blind. Alta is a 
teacher. Her husband works for and is part owner of 
Seed Mart, Incorporated. 

by Alta McClellan 


BEAN, JAMES LOUIS and 
MOLLIE (SLONEKER) 


James and Mollie Bean moved to Tom Green 
County in 1902. They lived in a dug-out until their 
home was built near what is now the Wall com- 
munity which at that time was called the Lipan Flat. 
The Beans had 10 children — 8 of whom moved with 
them to Tom Green County. They were Charlie Bean 
who married Mary (Sissie) Nettleton (their children 
were Beulah Mae, Lee Roy, A.J.); Bessie who 
married Edward Nettleton (their children were 
Ruby, Emma V., Estelle, James, Homer, Dathene); 
Maude who married Lon Wall (their children were 
Gertrude, Virgil, Bessie, J.D., Orville, Elton); Will 
who married Leah Douglass (their children were 
Clayton, Dennis, Jim); Guy who married Ruby 
Robertson; Lela who married Minton H. Dixon 
(one daughter, Wanda Sue); Mattie, who never mar- 
ried; and Annie Mae who married C.A. Roberson 
(one son, C.A., Jr.). 

James, Charlie, Will and Guy were farmers. 
Charlie carried the mail for many years. Later, Bessie 
and husband and Will and wife moved to San 
Angelo. Bessie’s husband owned and operated a 
meat market; Will was a carpenter. Guy and his 
wife moved to Veribest to own and operate a cafe. 
Maude and husband moved to Hardeman County to 
farm. Annie Mae and husband moved to Veribest to 
own and operate a grocery store. Mattie lived in 
Veribest with Annie Mae. Lela and her husband 
remained on the Bean homeplace and farmed it until 
1942 when the farm was sold to the Ripple family. 
Lela and husband then moved to San Angelo. 

by Sue Wyatt 


Family of James and Mollie Bean 


BEARDEN, DRUSILLA HAYDEN 
JONES 


Drusilla Bearden, presenting a D.A.R. award 
(Pocahontas Chpt.) in 1987. 


Drusilla Hayden Jones was born August 18, 1920 
in Haskell County, Texas to Mecca Mabel Hayden 
and Raymond Ross Jones after his return from WWI. 
Her grandfather, L.S. Jones, served the Confederacy 
in the Ross Brigade, married Emma Sulivan in 1870 
and in 1886 the family pioneered ranching in Haskell 
and Knox Counties. Her great grandfather, Patrick 
Sulivan, born in 1818 in Ireland, married Nancy 
Jeffers in 1846 and settled on Hunt County land 
granted him by Mercer’s Colony. 

Drusilla’s maternal grandparents were America 
Tucker and Jacob Taylor Hayden. His parents, 
Elizabeth Goodridge and John Hayden, M.D., and 
family came from Iowa to Texas to support the South 
and Jacob Taylor served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Confederate Infantry. America’s parents, James M. 
and Lurania Tucker, lived in Honey Grove during 
the Texas Republic. For Hayden family history from 
the Magna Charta to the Texas descendants, see 
Hayden Family Magazines (McMurray College 
Library, Abilene, Texas; Field Library, Chicago; 
LDS Library, Salt Lake City). For more about the 
Tucker and Hayden families, see an extremely rare 
book, “Early Days in West Texas,” by Mrs. J.B. 
Clack circa 1890 (Hardin-Simmons University 
Library) and “Abilene ... On Catclaw Creek,” by 
Katharyn Duff. 

Drusilla graduated from Munday High School in 
1936 and from Hardin-Simmons University in 1940 
with a B.A. in Business and minors in Economics, 
English, and Education and with a permanent High 
School Teaching Certificate. She did graduate work 
in five different colleges and taught school seventeen 
years, twelve of them in Midland. She was secretary 
to the Secretary of the Bombardier Cadet Faculty 
Board in 1943-44 and in the office of the 
Commanding General, 34th Flying Training Wing 
in 1945 at Midland Army Air Field, Midland, 
Texas. 

Drusilla married Robert C. Bearden, Jr., April 15, 
1944. They have two children, Rebecca Suzanne and 
R.C. IH, and three granddaughters, Hayden Hannah, 
Mecca Martha and Rachel Catherine Bearden. 

The Beardens moved from Midland to San Angelo 
in 1965 and Drusilla became politically active by 
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managing headquarters for Senator Tower in 1966, 
for Mr. Angelo for Texas Senate in 1968 and for 
Grover for Governor in 1972. She has served Tom 
Green County Republican Party as Executive 
Secretary, County Vice-Chairman, Forum Vice- 
Chairman, Precinct Chairman, Delegate to County 
and State, 1966-74, State Delegation Chairman, 
1974, as a Board member of Tom Green County 
Republican Women’s Club, 1966-72, of the Concho 
Valley Republican Women’s Club, 1981-87 and in 
many other ways. 

Drusilla has been active in her church, in 
professional organizations, American Association of 
University Women, Young Americans For Freedom 
and Pro-Family Forum. She is past Governor, 
Abilene Colony, Texas Society, Mayflower 
Descendants, past board member of William 
Norwood Chapter, Daughters of American Colonists; 
has been a member of Texas Society, Daughters of 
the American Revolution since 1948 and has been 
active in Pocahontas Chapter since 1966. Drusilla 
served Texas Society, Daughters of the American 
Revolution as a Resolutions Committee member for 
six years, and as State Textbook Chairman for nine 
years, during which she testified in Austin on 
Textbooks twice yearly. 

At the 1974 Hearings Drusilla and two others 
objected to unpatriotic, anti-business content in the 
Economy Company’s 7th and 8th Grade Readers and 
the elected State Board of Education agreed with 
them. The Board removed the books from the state 
adoption list, and Economy sued the three petitioners 
for $30,000,000.00 each. The Board (1) asked 
Economy to withdraw the suit because petitioners 
were invited to file Bills of Particulars on texts, and 
(2) said if Economy did not, the Board would ask 
the Attorney General to intervene, not on behalf of 
private litigants, but on behalf of Texans to participate 
legally. Also, Senator Betty Andujar’s Bill protecting 
the rights of citizens to participate in the textbook 
selection process passed in the Senate for which she 
was honored by the Republican Party of Texas. 
Friends of Drusilla set up a legal fund, with Wylie 
Webb as treasurer, and her supporters across Texas 
contributed to pay legal fees an necessary expenses 
for the nearly eight months before Economy actually 
dropped the suit and paid court costs. 

Since then, Mrs. Bearden has spoken on Education 
and the legislative process for Daughters of the 
American Revolution and Pro-Family Chapters, 
Parent-Teachers, Educators, Church and Civic 
groups and on Television and Radio statewide. The 
February 1983 San Angelo Magazine had articles 
on sixteen “Powerful Women of San Angelo” and 
included Drusilla in the group. More recently, much 
of her time has been spent studying social, economic 
and political trends and attempting to influence state 
and national legislation. 

by Drusilla J. Bearden 


BEARDEN, ROBERT CLAY, 
JR. 


Robert Clay Bearden, Jr. (Bob), born in Paris, 
Lamar County, Texas, July 18, 1921, was the only 
child of Sybil Ludwick and R.C. Bearden and the 
only grandchild of Alvin Harry and Suzanna 
Mischler Bearden. A.H. Bearden’s brothers 
included John, Franklin, Willis and Pinckney some 
of whom settled in West Texas. 

Bob’s maternal grandparents were Mary Lucyette 
Ratliff and O. Walter Ludwick, Sr. and his maternal 


Captain Robert C. Bearden, Jr., after returning from 
the Pacific, 1946. 


great grandparents were Permealia Tennessee Craft 
and Robert Ratliff. Bob’s Craft ancestors from 
Vermont fought in the American Revolution, two of 
his Ratliff great-uncles were Texas Rangers during 
the Confederacy and his father was in the Navy in 
WWI. Subsequently, R. Clay Bearden, Sr., who 
retired as a Tax Supervisor for the State Comptroller, 
started collecting taxes in 1925 in the East Texas oil 
fields during the hey-day of “hot oil.” The Auditors 
were given Texas Ranger’s commissions so they 
could carry guns for protection against the lawless 
element. 

Bob graduated from Paris High School in 1938 
and attended Texas A&M until January 1942 when 
he joined the Army Air Corps as an Aviation Cadet. 
After being commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, he 
instructed in advanced single-engine aircraft until 
July 1943 when he graduated as a B-24 pilot. In 1944 
he went to McCook, Nebraska for Combat Crew 
Training as a B-29 pilot and in January 1945 was 
stationed in Tinian, Marianas Islands, with the 9th 
Bombardment Group, 313th Bombardment Wing, 
20th Air Force under command of General Curtis 
LeMay. 

As Airplane Commander, and later as Lead Crew 
Commander, Bob flew twenty-four combat sorties 
including four mining operations of the Japanese 
Inland Sea and the Shimonoseke Straits. He flew 
three missions to drop supplies to our P.O.W.s in 
Japan, Korea and Manchuria. The Russians attacked 
the planes until General LeMay ordered the crews 
to re-install their guns and return the fire. 

R. C.’s awards include: American Theater Medal, 
Victory Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with 
three Bronze Stars, Presidential Unit Citation, Air 
Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross with Oak Leaf Cluster. 
The DFC was awarded for five low-altitude raids in 
eleven days over Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Kobe and 
Tokyo again. These missions took about sixteen 
hours and the round-trip was about 3,000 miles over 
water. R.C. was separated in February 1946 with the 
rank of Captain and was retired in 1974 as a Lt. 
Colonel, USAF Reserve. 

Robert C. married Drusilla Hayden, April 15, 
1944. Their children are Rebecca Suzanne and R.C. 
Ill. After graduating from Texas A&M in 1946 with 
a B.S. in Accounting, R.C. did graduate work there 


and at Texas Tech. He started his civilian career with 
the Texas Company in 1947 as Warehouseman in 
Sundown, Texas and later in Monument, New 
Mexico during the oil boom, when he was 
responsible for supplies for as many as one hundred 
and ten rigs in a year. In 1952 the family moved to 
Midland where R.C. was a pioneer in machine 
accounting. He was active in his church, in the Air 
Force Reserve, Lions Club and in politics. The 
Beardens moved to San Angelo in 1965 where R.C. 
was Comptroller for Pool Company until 1972 when 
he joined GTE and from which he retired in May 
1987. Bob has been active in San Angelo Gun Club, 
is a hunter and gun connoisseur, and is a student of 
economic and political trends. 
by Drusilla J. Bearden 


BEARFIELD, JOHN 
SAMUEL 


John Samuel Bearfield and Vada Jones were 
married on February 29, 1916, in Tom Green County. 
They lived and worked on the Fort McKavett Ranch 
south of San Angelo during the first years of their 
marriage. Later they lived at various places in Tom 
Green County. They had four children: Tabitha Anna 
Mae, born January 5, 1917, and died February 17, 
1917; Violet Marie, born July 24, 1920 and died 
October 15, 1923; Laura Luvenia, born August 15, 
1923, and married to Jack Neal Gray on April 24, 
1943; John Allen, born January 22, 1930, and married 
to Dixie Kearney on August 31, 1950. 

John Samuel Bearfield was born on November 2, 
1887, and died on December 17, 1956. John 
Samuel’s parents were James Andrew and Tabitha 
(Roberson) Bearfield. John Samuel was one of 10 
children. They were: James Andrew, Sallie Tabitha, 
Malvina Janie, Benjamin Andrew, John Samuel, 
Florence, Henry Clarence, Clinton C., Dovie Anna, 
and Clara Love. All of the children lived in Tom 
Green County for many years except Sallie and 
Florence. John Samuel’s grandparents came to Texas 
from Claiborne Parish, Louisiana and settled in Falls 
County in the 1870’s and later migrated to Erath 
County. 

Vada (Jones) Bearfield was born August 12, 1897, 
and died May 17, 1984. Her parents were George 
and Mary Evelyn (Ramsey) Jones. They came to 
Texas from Arkansas and settled in Hico in Erath 
County in 1895. They had fifteen children: Charlie, 
Vlanders, Jeff, Clora, Josephus, Dora, twins - Nealia 
and Delia, Minnie, Donie, Vester Bess, Vada, George 
W., Effie and Vinyard. Most of the children stayed 
in Erath County while the others moved to various 
cities in Texas. 

Laura, daughter of John Samuel and Vada 
Bearfield, and her husband, Jack, reside in Big 
Spring. They have five children: Johnnie, of 
Mertzon; Laura of Big Spring; Gary of Pecos; Larry 
of San Antonio; and Steven who also lives in Big 
Spring. 

John Allen, son of John Samuel and Vada 
Bearfield and his wife, Dixie, live in the Grape Creek 
Community near San Angelo. They have five 
children: Debbie, who lives in San Angelo; Marsha, 
who lives in Boston, Massachusetts; Beverly, of Fort 
Worth; Patricia, who lives near Fort Worth; and 
Brenda, who lives at Arlington. John Allen is a 
teacher at Lakeview High; and Laura and her 
husband are retired. 

by Mark J. Haynes 


BECK, ALMA, LOLA MAE, 
and OLGA 


Alma Beck, Mrs. Emmette Westbrook, was born 
April 7, 1891, the first child of ten children born to 
Fred and Theresa Beck. She spent her life in San 
Angelo, living at the old home place located at 1231 
Culberson Street. Alma was content to help her 
mother raise her brothers and sisters. Her favorite 
recreation was attending picnics at Six Mile Falls 
and dances at Pickwick and Turn Verein Hall with 
her parents. She attended church with her mother at 
the German Evangelical Church located at the corner 
of Oakes and College Avenues which is now on the 
grounds of old Fort Concho. 

Alma’s first real employment was with the Kansas 
City, Missouri, and Orient Railway Company in San 
Angelo from 1920 through 1925. She started in the 
master mechanic’s office at a salary of fifty dollars 
per month. In 1926 she began her career with the 
Central National Bank where she was employed for 
some twenty years. From there she became employed 
with the San Angelo National Bank in the Trust 
Department for ten more years before her retirement 
and eventual marriage to her former boss, Mr. 
Emmette Westbrook, in 1966. Her main interest was 
toward the family, organizing family gatherings and 
keeping records for 200 of them. Alma died October 
1, 1983. 

Lola Mae Beck, Mrs. R. Wilbur Brown, Jr., born 
May 20, 1903, was the second daughter of Fred and 
Theresa Beck and the seventh child. She attended 
the San Angelo public school. After her schooling, 
she met and married R. Wilbur Brown, Jr., a realtor, 
rancher and oilman. They were blessed with two 
sons, Winfree Brown and Daniel Fred Brown. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown moved to Christoval with 
their children in the 1930’s. The property is located 


on Toenail Trail and Mrs. Brown still resides there. 
Daniel and his family are also active in this 
community, while his brother Winfree and his family 
live in Midland. Mr. Brown died in 1956. 

Olga Meda Beck, born September 1, 1908, was 
the third daughter to be born to Fred and Theresa 
Beck. She attended public school in San Angelo with 
her brothers, and sister and, after graduation, attended 
business college, then began working at Cox, 
Rushing, Greer, a family department store. This is 
where she met her husband, Paul Worden. They were 
married November 12, 1933, and lived most of their 
lives in San Angelo except for a short time during 
World War II, while Paul was in the Air Corps. Paul 
was manager of the Village Store of Hemphill Wells 
for nineteen years after World War II. 

Their marriage was blessed with two sons, Dr. Paul 
Worden, Jr., born March 1, 1945, and Gary Worden, 
born August 12, 1948. Paul, Jr., is living in Palo Alto, 
California, while Gary and his family reside in San 
Angelo. 

Mrs. Worden interests herself in art and genealogy 
of her family. Her husband died June 16, 1984. 

by Emil F. Beck, Jr. 


BECK, AUGUST, EMIL, 
and WALTER 


The sons of Fred and Theresa Beck, that died at a 
very early age were August (1893-1912), Emil 
Frederick (1895-1924), and Walter Hazlet (1906- 
1908). 


Si y LY Seep 
Emil F: Beck and Hertha Clara Willig about 1920. 
August Beck, the second child to be born to Fred 
Beck and Theresa Beck, was a strapping young man 
who had achieved maturity rather early. He enjoyed 
athletics and gymnastics, and it was on one of these 
endeavors that he fell and received what was later 
believed to be a cause of his early death. 
Subsequently, August set out for Florida to see 
some land that he purchased. He fell ill along the 
way and died while on his trip. No one truly 
understood what really happened. He was brought 
back to San Angelo and was buried in the family 
plot at Fairmount Cemetery. 


The Texas Baking Company 
100 Bik. N. Chadbourne 
1919-1922 


Emil Frederick Beck was the third eldest of the 
Fred Beck Family. He grew up helping his father in 
his meat market. When he was twenty-two, he 
entered the service in World War I and served sixteen 
months at Camp Travis, San Antonio, Texas. He 
graduated from the School of Bakers and Cooks and 
at one time had eighteen kitchens under his 
supervision. He attained the rank of sergeant and 
was discharged May 24, 1919. 

Emil married Miss Hertha Willig April 24, 1921 
and to this union two children were born, Eloise 
Freda Beck, November 9, 1922, and Emil Frederick 
Beck, Jr., May 27, 1924. After being discharged 
from the service, he established the Texas Baking 
Company on North Chadbourne. On August 9, 1924, 
Mr. Beck met an untimely death at the early age of 
twenty-nine. He is buried at his family plot in 
Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo. His widow lived 
in San Angelo until her death on October 8, 1985. 
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Walter Hazlet Beck, 1906-1908, was not quite 
three when he died of diphtheria at the family home. 
Walter was the eighth child of Fred and Theresa 
Beck. He is buried in the family plot, Fairmount 
Cemetery, San Angelo. 

by Emil Beck, Jr. 


BECK, FRED 


Although being named Emil Frederick Beck, he 
preferred Fred and changed his name after migrating 
to Texas. Fred left home at the age of thirteen by 
borrowing twenty-five dollars from his father and 
mother, Johan and Hanna Beck. He was born October 
24, 1864, in the Kingdom of Saxony, Germany, now 
in Russian territory. His father was engaged in 
mining in Germany and continued in the same 
occupation after his migration to America in 1867. 
his father died at the age of sixty-seven March 26, 
1897. 

As a boy, Fred Beck went to public schools in 
West Virginia for a brief time, but he belonged to 
the class of men who were called self-made, 
acquiring his education and training for business as 
a result of practical experience. 

Fred’s first occupation was driving a delivery 
wagon in Wheeling. Two years later he began an 
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apprenticeship in a slaughterhouse in that city. After 
serving two years, he left for his destination, El Paso, 
Texas. Working all along the way in several towns 
in Virginia and Alabama, he finally arrived in Dallas 
in 1885. He spent six months in a butcher shop in 
Dallas before moving on to Temple. Finally, he left 
Temple in April, 1886, and traveled overland in a 
wagon to San Angelo. The journey took ten days. 
With virtually no money, sleeping in a livery stable, 
he all but abandoned his dream of traveling to El 
Paso. The only work he found available was driving 
a delivery wagon for a grocer and dry goods store. 
San Angelo was presently on a boom having 
experienced the flood washing away Ben Ficklin, 
the county seat, a few years before. Many of that 
community moved across the river to San Angelo 
and it became the county seat. The construction of 
the railroad was also a factor, but it was two years 
before it finally arrived. 

Fred obtained work with “Uncle Bob Fairbanks” 
as a butcher in his shop. After Fairbanks sold out, 
Fred continued his work for Paul Briesh until 1892 
when he established his own meat market. With his 
sons helping, Mr. Beck used to process and sell up 
to seventy beeves per month. He did this for some 
thirty years until his sons were old enough to carry 
on the business. The shop was located at South 
Chadbourne. 
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Mr. Beck owned stock in the Western National 
Bank and the Concho Valley Loan and Trust 
Company, who have long since disappeared from 
the scene. He was affiliated with the Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Loyal Order of the Moose and the Sons 
of Hermann. He was a Lutheran by choice. 

On March 26, 1890, Fred married Miss Theresa 
Rosa Arhelger of Mason, Texas. This marriage 
produced ten children: Alma Beck, Mrs. Emmette 
Westbrook; August C. Beck; Emil F. Beck; Otto G. 
Beck; Edward A. Beck; Max A. Beck; Lola Mae, 
Mrs. R. Wilbur Brown, Jr.; Walter H. Beck; Olga 
Meda, Mrs. Paul W. Worden; and Louis V. Beck. 
Mrs. Worden, Max Beck, and Louis Beck live in the 
San Angelo area while Mrs. Brown resides in 
Christoval. There were sixteen grandchildren from 
this couple, some living in San Angelo and many 
others throughout Texas and the United States. 

by Emil F. Beck, Jr. 


BECK, SONS OF FRED 
and THERESA 


After the loss of three of Fred and Theresa Beck’s 
sons before 1925, there were four sons who did 
survive and each has had a full life. 

Otto G. Beck (September 12, 1896 - November 
16, 1985) was then the eldest son of the family. He 
grew up with his other brothers and sisters, attending 
the public school in San Angelo. All the while he 
helped his father with the chores, milking, feeding 
the chickens, working at the farm, and helping in 
the meat market. He joined the Army during World 
War I and was attached to Camp Travis and later 
detached to Washington D.C. for a time. 

After the war, Otto returned home where he helped 
manage the meat market for his father. He married 
Anna Nason and three children were born to this 
union: Dorothy Louise Beck, Mrs. Sam Carbell, born 
November 30, 1924; Mary Ann Beck, born July 14, 
1926; and Robert Nason Beck, born March 26, 1928. 
Dorothy and Mary Ann live in San Angelo while 
Robert is now living in Illinois. 

Otto worked for Central National Bank for some 
thirty-four years before his retirement. He died 
November 16, 1985 and is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

Albert Edward Beck (January 6, 1899 - 1981) was 
the fifth child of Fred and Theresa Beck. After his 
education he helped his father in the meat market 
driving the delivery wagon and slaughtering the 
cattle to be sold. The horses were rather spirited and, 
while his father was delivering the meat to a 
customer, Ed would run the horses around the block 
rather than try to hold them in front of the customer’s 
home. This was how his father became known at the 
“Flying Dutchman.” 

Edward, better known as Ed most of his life, 
married Perle Belmont from Cisco, Texas in 1922. 
They moved to California in 1922 and two children 
were born to this union, Eddie Beck, December 16, 
1930, and Barbara Dawn Beck Kelley, born 
September 3, 1932. 

Ed practiced the trade his father taught him in his 
early years, the art of butchering. He worked with 
Safeway Food Markets in California, but decided to 
move his family back to Texas in 1937. Ed owned 
and operated a small barbecue stand on West 
Beauregard between Park and Washington Streets 
upon his return. His wife, Perle, decided to return to 
California soon after, taking the two children with 
her. 


Some time later, July 30, 1961, Ed married Verda 
H. “Pat’’ Allen, a teacher in the public schools of 
San Angelo until her retirement and death May 21, 
1978. Ed remained in San Angelo most of his life 
and died May 10, 1981, and is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery with his wife, Pat. 

Max A. Beck, born January 2, 1901, was the eighth 
child born to the Fred Beck family. Having so many 
brothers and sisters Max was able to do some things 
his other brothers didn’t have much chance to do. 
One of these things was raising prize pigeons. He 
and his young friend James S. Key used to raise prize 
homing pigeons together. Their friendship, because 
of their early experiences, lasted over the years until 
Mr. Key’s death. 

Max also learned the butcher trade with his father 
and brothers and would help in the meat market after 
attending school. 

Max married Grace Quick June 5, 1923. Two 
children were born to this union: Beverly June Beck, 
Mrs. Albert Blum, of Denver, Colorado, born 
October 26, 1925, and Mr. Bernard Beck of San 
Angelo, born January 4, 1932. 

Max was associated with Schuch Motor Company 
for many years, selling Buicks and Pontiacs. Later, 
after Randall Motors began selling Buicks, 
Oldsmobiles, and Cadillacs, he joined their firm until 
his retirement. He and Grace celebrated their sixty- 
fourth anniversary June 5, 1987. 

Louis V. Beck, born January 7, 1913, has the 
distinction of being the tenth and last child born to 
the Fred Beck family. Louis went through the public 
schools of San Angelo, then attended San Angelo 
Commercial College. Upon his completion, he was 
employed by the San Angelo National Bank as a 
runner. His career was interrupted by World War II 
when he enlisted in the Air Corps and was stationed 
at Goodfellow Field here in San Angelo. 

Upon his discharge, he returned to the bank and 
continued his career. On November 30, 1939 Louis 
married Evelyn Slaughter of this city. They were 
blessed with two daughters, Marsha Beck, Mrs. Jon 
Sparks, born October 25, 1950, now living in Plano, 
Texas; and Natalie Beck, Mrs. David Hoelscher, born 
April 26, 1954, of Alice, Texas. 

After Evelyn’s death in 1969, Louis met and in 
1974 married Frances Stuart of San Angelo 
(formerly from Lamesa). Louis has always been an 
avid golfer and since his retirement from the bank 
has enjoyed playing his favorite sport. 

by Emil F. Beck 


BECK, HOSEA V. and ANNIE 
VIOLA (PAYNE) 


Annie Viola Payne, daughter of Thomas S. and 
Minnie Payne, married October 5, 1922, Hosea V. 
Beck, son of John Matthew and Vada Mae (Reley) 
Beck of Harriett. Hosea and Annie owned a 100- 
acre farm at Harriett on which he worked until he 
traded it for another farm in Lexington, Texas, and 
moved his family there in 1937. In 1941, he moved 
his family to Houston where Hosea worked in the 
shipyards as carpenter. Before his retirement, he was 
maintenance foreman for the Ellington Air Base near 
Houston. Annie remained a housewife all her life. 
Hosea was born December 26, 1891, died June 6, 
1964. Annie was born January 8, 1902 and died 
January 28, 1979. Both are buried in South Park 
Cemetery, Houston, Texas. Six children were born 
to Hosea and Annie: 


Annie Viola (Payne) and Hosea V. Beck 


H.V. was born February 13, 1924, and married 
May 1, 1953, to Jo Marie Nerren. Their three children 
are Becky Jo, Glen, and Larry. H.V. sells oil 
properties, and the family lives at Midland, Texas. 

Lois Ann was born November 27, 1925. She 
married Thomas P. Cerney on December 22, 1951. 
They have three children and live at Arlington, where 
Lois is an elementary school teacher and Tom works 
at Vought Corporation. 

Lowell Leon was born April 5, 1930. He married 
Robbie Lynn Wilson, June 9, 1951, and they have 
two children, Pam and Galen. They live at Houston, 
where Lowell is Mid-Continent Division Manager 
for Shell. 

Horace Preston was born November 7, 1932. He 
married Sharon Jobe on June 25, 1952, and they have 
four children. They live at Alvin, Texas, and Horace 
and Sharon both teach near their home. 
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hildren of Hosea V. and Annie Viola (Payne) Beck: 
I-r, H. V., Lowell Leon, Lois Ann, Garner Wade, 
Wilma Kathryn, and Horace Preston. 
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Wilma Kathryn was born March 17, 1935. She is 
a kindergarten teacher in Houston. 

Garner Wade was born May 30, 1937. He first 
married Jo Maxwell on January 28, 1960. He later 
married Effie, in 1978. Garner received degrees in 
business and law. Effie is a Delta reservationist. 

by Lois Ann Beck Cerney and 
Shirley Smelley 


BECK, JAMES WARREN 


James Warren Beck was born in Macon, Georgia 
in 1873. He was the son of Soloman Beck and Mary 
Adilene Reed. The family came to Knickerbocker, 


Texas in 1890 where he married Idella Schmidt in 
1905. They are the parents of Inez who married H.L. 
Hapney, Winnie who married John C. Kilborn, James 
Frank who married Lou Anna Oates and Luther Mac 
who married Monte Reeves. 

In the late 1800’s Knickerbocker had a reputation 
of being a rough frontier town. James witnessed a 
murder in 1891. Twenty-eight years later the man 
was brought to trial and James was once again a 
witness, this time at his trial. After a guilty verdict 
and a prison sentence, the man came back to 
Knickerbocker where he was given work by James 
and was able to live out his life on the Beck farm. 
James was a very successful farmer and was 
responsible for building irrigation systems that were 
very innovative for his day. 

James spent his life in service to his community 
and his family. He helped build the Knickerbocker 
school and served as trustee. He died in 1933. 

Idella Schmidt was born in San Antonio, Texas in 
1876. Her parents were Mary Horn, who was born 
in Paris, France, and Carl Schmidt, whose family 
migrated from Prussia (now Germany) in 1864. 

As a teenager she went to New Mexico with her 
sisters and father. Life was hard on the frontier 
according to a letter written by her to her brother — 
“My Dear Brother. Pa died last night at 9 A.M. We 
will bury him today. Can you come to us? We are so 
alone. We have only about 20 horses left.” 

Della and her family moved to Knickerbocker 
where she met and married James Warren Beck in 
1905. She was stricken with cancer in 1920. She died 
several months later leaving James with four small 
children to raise. 

by Mrs. Frank Beck 


BECK, SOLOMON and 
MARY ADALINE (REED) 


Early day settler of Knickerbocker, Texas, 
Solomon was born January 21, 1840 in Georgia to 
James and Martha Beck. He married Jane Ann about 
1860 and they had three sons: John Richard born 
December 4, 1861, married Phoebe Ann Reed, died 
February 8, 1956, at Edinburg, Texas; William D. 
born April 24, 1863, and Thomas J. born June 8, 
1866. 

Solomon served in the Civil War with the Georgia 
Volunteers. He enlisted in Co. A., 34th Regt. Ga. 
Inf. on May 12, 1862 and was captured at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi July 4, 1863. They released him north 
of the Ohio River, July 14, 1864. 

Jane Ann died February 9, 1868. 

On February 10, 1870, Solomon wed Mary 
Adaline Reed in Murray County, Georgia. She was 
the daughter of Joseph and Elvira Reed. Adaline was 
born August 16, 1848. To this union were born ten 
children: J.E. (b. January 21, 1871, d. December 28, 
1874); James W. (Jim) (b. February 24, 1873, d. 
March 30, 1933, m. Idella Schmidt); Jasper (Jap) (b. 
August 14, 1874, d. November 24, 1957, m. Mabel 
Scott); Mary Docia (b. September 17, 1877, d. 
October 22, 1957, m. Oliver Baze); Andrew J. (b. 
December 16, 1879, d. February 10, 1915); Edward 
(b. May 9, 1881, d. July 1, 1934); Ona (b. June 12, 
1884, d. January 23, 1957, m. Joseph Schmidt); 
Minnie (b. February 2, 1886, d. June 1984, m. 
Memory Mitchner); Vergal (b. December 2, 1887, 
d. December 30, 1889); Ida (b. August 14, 1889, d. 
May 21, 1973, m. J.W. Cockburn). 

Solomon and Adaline came to Texas in the early 
1880’s. They farmed in Collin County near Wylie, 
Texas, for a few years. 
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Solomon and Mary A. Beck. Grandparents of Elton 
B. Beck. 


In the early 1890's, they headed west in search of 
good land to put into irrigation and settled in the 
Knickerbocker Community. Adaline died August 9, 
1896, and is buried in the Baze Family Cemetery at 
Knickerbocker. Solomon raised the three younger 
children alone and continued farming for many years. 

In his old age, he lived with his daughters and 
their families in San Angelo. He died there, February 
9, 1927, and is buried in the Knickerbocker 
Cemetery. 

Offspring of Jim, Jap, Docia, Ona and Ida still 
reside in the San Angelo area. 

Solomon Beck is remembered by his 
grandchildren as a very religious man, who read his 
Bible every night and was known to have stopped 
severe bleeding by quoting Scripture. A note, left in 
his “Family Bible” by a daughter, reads, “He had 
Faith.” 

by Elton and Reba Beck 


BECK, THERESA (ROSA) 
(ARHELGER) 


In October 1845, Theresa’s father, August 
Arhelger arrived in Galveston, Texas, on the ship 
Hershel with his mother and father and his brother 
and sisters, Jakob, Daniel, Elisabeth, Catherine, 
Heinrich and William. August was only two and was 
the youngest of the lot. The Herschel was one of 
fifty ships crossing the Atlantic to take German 
emigrants to Texas. 

August grew up serving in the Confederate Army 
and was stationed in San Antonio, Ft. McKavett, and 
other frontier posts. It was in San Antonio in 1868 
that he met Theresa Schulze (1845-1876), a daughter 
of Ferdinand and Elinora Schulze (nee Gossman) 
who sailed from Bremen, Germany April 26, 1846, 
on the Elisa and Charlotta, landing in Galveston 
October 26, 1846. 

Theresa Rosa was born to this union on Noy- 
ember 15, 1868, and her brother Max Arhelger was 
born November 16, 1870 (died July 8, 1948), who 
remained single. Another brother, Ernest Arhelger 
died in infancy. 


44 


s a 


Golden Wedding Anniversary, June 1947. Left to right, Otto, Ed, Alma Beck Westbrook, Max, Louis Beck. 
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Seated, unknown, Fred Beck, Theresa Beck, Lola Mae Beck Brown 


Theresa Rosa and her family moved from San 
Antonio to Fredericksburg, then to Ft. McKavett 
where her father was a blacksmith. He made trips 
with the buffalo wagons, loaded with skins, from El 
Paso to San Antonio. Later, but while still very 
young, Theresa’s family moved to Mason where her 
father became a wheelwright and owned his own 
shop. At the age of seven, her mother died, and she 
soon had a stepmother. 

Theresa’s first trip to San Angelo from Mason was 
in a covered wagon in 1888. It was a three-day 
journey by wagon and she recalled that San Angelo 
was a “mud hole with one main street (Concho 
Avenue).” It was a typical frontier town with board 
walks, soldiers from Ft. Concho, and cowboys. She 
came with an uncle, his daughter, and another young 
lady, and they were the guests of Miss Frances 
Schuch, a sister of Henry Schuch and aunt of Ed 
Schuch, a San Angelo businessman. It was during 
this trip that she met the handsome young man, Fred 
Beck. Fred was a butcher and claimed to own the 
finest butcher shop west of Dallas. 

Fred and Theresa were married in March of 1890 
in the family home in Mason. Fred Behrens was the 
best man and accompanied the bride and groom on 
the return trip to San Angelo. About a year later, the 
young couple built a small home at 1231 Culberson. 
This later was remodeled into a two-story, nine room 
home. On August 17, 1912, that home burned to the 
ground. They decided to rebuild on the same site, 
and this time a brick home was built from bricks 
made by a brick plant west of the city. This brick 
plant was also partly owned by Mr. Beck. The home 
still stands today and is owned and occupied by one 
of their daughters, Olga Beck Worden. 

Mrs. Beck’s favorite recreations were picnics with 
her children and going to dances at Pickwick and 
Turn Verein Hall. Even to these dances the couple 
would take all their children. 

Mrs. Beck was a charter member of the German 
Evangelical Church established in 1893 at College 
and Oakes. 

The couple had ten children, seven sons and three 
daughters. Only two sons are still living, A. Max 
Beck and Louis V. Beck, and two daughters, Lola 


Mae (Mrs. R. Wilbur Brown, Jr.), and Olga Meta 
Beck (Mrs. Paul Worden). All still live in San Angelo 
except Mrs. Brown who resides in Christoval. 

Mrs. Beck used two hundred pounds of flour a 
month baking bread, cookies, and Koffee Kuchen. 
They also had cows, horses, chickens, a vegetable 
garden, and an orchard to care for. Many chores had 
to be done each day and this provided training for 
the sons and daughters. Before her death on 
September 11, 1961, her daughters took her back to 
Mason to the Mason Centennial Celebration where 
she was able to visit and enjoy her old friends. One 
special friend was Mrs. Theresa Geidtweidt, who was 
the maid of honor at her wedding. 

Mrs. Beck left a legacy of fifteen grandchildren 
and twenty-two great grandchildren. 

by Emil F. Beck 


BECK, VENDON 


Vendon Beck 


Vendon Beck was born October 28, 1931 in 
Troupe Texas to Mr. and Mrs. Sinnie Beck. Vendon 


was the youngest of eleven children born to Sinnie 
and Cyllar Beck. 

Vendon started grade school in Troupe, Texas. He 
attended elementary school at T.J. Austin in Tyler, 
Texas. Vendon attended Emmett Scott Junior High 
School. In 1949, Vendon graduated from Emmett 
Scott High School. 

After graduation from Emmett Scott High School, 
Vendon attended Texas Southern University in 
Houston, Texas on a track scholarship. In 1951, 
Vendon enlisted in the United States Armed Services 
during the Korean War. After two years in the 
military, Vendon returned to Tyler and attended Texas 
College. In 1957, Vendon received his bachelor’s 
degree in English from Texas College. Vendon 
received his Master’s degree in English from Texas 
College in 1959. 

Vendon met and married Hazel Smith of Kilgore, 
Texas in 1951. Vendon and Hazel had four children 
Alecia, Cylla Pearl, Vendon Jr. and Terrisa. Vendon 
and Hazel also have one foster daughter, Roberta. 

Vendon started his teaching career in 1957 in Port 
Arthur, Texas. He taught English at Lincoln High 
School. He also taught English and reading at 
Franklin Junior High. 

Vendon attended the University of Texas at Austin 
where he received his counselor training. In 1965, 
Vendon and his family moved to San Angelo, Texas 
where he was a high school counselor at Central High 
School. 

Vendon left the San Angelo school district in 1967 
to become the Personnel Administrator at General 
Telephone Company. 

Vendon was an active member of many civic and 
community organizations. Vendon and his family 
attended the 17th Street Church of Christ. Vendon 
Beck passed away on March 28, 1969. He is buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Cylla Dupre 


BEGIL, JACOBO 


Jacobo, son of Jose and Paulina Begil, was born 
in Knickerbocker. He married another born and 
raised Knickerbockerite, Encarnacion Armendarez, 
daughter of Juan and Juliana (Villareal) Armendarez. 
She is the grand-daughter of Epitacio Villareal and 
Merced (Jaques) Villareal and great-granddaughter 
of Salomi (Rodriguez) and Onesimo Jaques. 

Onesimo, who with his father (Tomas) was in San 
Angelo in 1876, moved to Knickerbocker where all 
his children were born and where he died December 
1, 1914, at the age of 80. 

Jacobo Begil worked in different ranches 
throughout the years, including twelve years with 
Boys’ Ranch from where he retired. 

The couple had one son, Gilbert, who married 
Rachel Herrera, born in San Angelo, and that couple 
had two daughters and one son. 

Jacobo and Encarnacion Begil still live in the same 
place they raised their only son, enjoying their golden 
years in the company of their children, grandchildren 
and one great-grandson, Christopher. 

The Begils are lifetime members of Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church in Knickerbocker, 
Texas. 

by Rose Duke 


BENTON, DAVID F. 


David F. (Dave) Benton moved to Tom Green 
County in 1903 with his father P.G. Benton, twin 


brother A.C. Benton and younger brother R.K. 
Benton. They bought four sections of land on Lipan 
Flats northeast of Wall. They paid four dollars an 
acre for the land at that time. 

Dave Benton was born December 27, 1873 in 
Fulbright, Red River County, Texas. His parents were 
P.G. Benton and Jeanette Fulbright Benton. They 
moved to Red River County soon after the Civil War 
from Missouri. The small town of Fulbright was 
named for his mother’s family. 

Dave married Oda May Blanton, October 30, 
1904. They were married by John F. Matthews, 
Methodist minister. They went to the Matthews home 
located on the Bunnell place where the minister 
performed the ceremony while the couple sat in a 
buggy in the rain. Following the ceremony the couple 
went to their home about five miles from Wall where 
Mr. Benton had a new house built. The couple lived 
their entire married life on the same home-site. 

Oda May Blanton was born February 25, 1884 in 
Comanche, Texas. Later her family moved to Santa 
Anna, Coleman County, Texas, then west of Wall in 
Tom Green County. She was the fourth child of J.F. 
Blanton and Mazilla Utly Blanton. 


Vertis, Ruble, and Susie Benton 


The Bentons had five children, two died as infants. 
The other three grew up on the farm where they first 
settled. The children all attended a small school 
named Averitt, where Mr. Benton was trustee for 
many years. In earlier years Mr. Benton was a 
member of the Woodmen of the World at Wall and 
the family attended the Church of Christ at Wall for 
many years. 


David F: and Oda May Benton and son, Ruble 


Their son Ruble Benton married Frankie Stevens. 
Their daughters, Vertis Benton married Max Plott 


and Susie B. Benton married Lynn Malechek. They 
were all farmers and lived near their parents. The 
Bentons had five grandchildren and ten great- 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Benton and Max Plott died in 1957. Mrs. 
Benton lived in the home until her death in 1960. 
The son Ruble died in 1977 and his wife Frankie in 
1978. Vertis Plott and Susie B. Malechek with her 
husband, live in San Angelo. 

by Susie B. Malechek 


BERRY, JOHN 


John Oliver Berry, “Johnny’’, was born in 
Wheeling, West Virginia, December 19, 1893. His 
parents, Oliver Fletcher Berry and Cora Lucella 
Morgan, were married January 20, 1892, in 
Morristown, Ohio. The family moved to Texas when 
Johnny was only a few months old and he lost his 
father shortly after the move. As a young boy and 
teenager, he spent much time in the sheep herding 
camps of his stepfather, Daniel Webster Berry, who 
was also his uncle, learning to care for the sheep. 
Johnny enlisted in the United States Navy and served 
overseas during World War One on the battleship 
Texas. Soon after getting out of the Navy, he took a 
job on the Tom Henderson ranch near Eldorado. 
While working there, he met Dorothy Hamlyn 
Turner, who was also employed on the ranch. They 
were married July 12, 1920, at the First Presbyterian 
Church in San Angelo. 


es TA.\) 
Mrs. J. O. Berry, about 1953 


Dorothy Turner was a daughter of the Harley 
Turners from near Water Valley. After attending 
college at Milford, Texas, visiting relatives and 
family friends in England in 1912 and working for 
Western Union in Fort Worth for a time, she had 
taken a position on the Henderson ranch. Her duties 
mostly consisted of indoor work and helping care 
for the Henderson children. 

After their marriage, Johnny and Dorothy Berry 
worked for several years on the Emmet Noelke ranch 
near Arden. In 1927, they leased land from the Harley 
Turners and took up ranching for themselves, raising 
sheep, cattle and angora goats. 

The Berrys had one daughter, Pearl Beatrice, born 
October 7, 1921. The family all worked together, 
taking care of their livestock with no hired help and 
their daughter grew up as her mother had, learning 
about working stock and devoted to ranch life. 
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J. O. Berry, picture taken about 1953. 


Later, the Johnny Berrys purchased land adjoining 
that leased from Dorothy’s parents, thus increasing 
the size of their ranch. After the death of Dorothy’s 
mother, Mrs. Harley Turner, in 1944, they 
investigated the possibilities of moving to Colorado. 
However, discovering ranching so different in that 
part of the country, they made the decision to stay 
where they were familiar with the ranching methods. 


> ry’ =e 
Johnny and Dorothy Berry with daughter Pearl, 
about 1926. 

In 1947, the Berry family built themselves a 
comfortable ranch home where they were to spend 
their remaining years. Johnny Berry died January 
19, 1970, and Dorothy died January 8, 1976. Both 
are buried at Water Valley cemetery. 

Their daughter Pearl married Dwight C. Jones, 
October 12, 1952. They had one daughter, Linda 
Ann, born March 9, 1955. 

by Pearl B. Jones 


BEVERLY, AUTHOR Q. 


December 3, 1989 at Randolph Center located at 
1100 North Randolph Street, the Northwest Lions 
Club officially dedicated the newly renovated 
auditorium in the memory of A.Q. Beverly. Author 
Q. Beverly was chosen because he was a native of 
San Angelo who served his country and was killed 
in the Korean War. 
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A.Q. Beverly was a very religious person, an 
outstanding athlete and an above average student. 
He was named after Dr. A.Q. Shirley, M.D., a 
prominent black doctor here in San Angelo, and Dr. 
Shirley was a role model for A.Q. Beverly. He felt 
he was compelled to reach his goals in life with 
honor. As a matter of fact, he wanted to be a doctor 
like Dr. Shirley. 

Upon graduation from Blackshear High School, 
he enrolled on an athletic scholarship at Houston- 
Tillison College in Austin, Texas. When the Korean 
War broke out, he was drafted and just like a kid in 
school, he wore his uniform with pride. 

Before he left he stood up before the church and 
asked us to pray that he would return home and 
continue his education. I feel that San Angelo, Tom 
Green County, the State of Texas and America need 
men like A.Q. Beverly around today. 

by Jerry Andrews 


BIERA —- CHAPOY 


Rudolph Biera and Maria Losoya Chapoy were 
married in San Angelo. Rudolph Biera first worked 
for Reece Albert, and now is with Strain Brothers. 
He and his wife had eight children: Fred, Patsy, 
Sammie, Raymond, Tony, David, Sylvia and 
Rudolph, Jr., or Raulie. 

The parents of Maria Losoya Chapoy Biera were 
Mr. and Mrs. Lucas Chapoy. 

Mrs. Chapoy was the former Casimira Losoya of 
San Angelo. They had four sons and four daughters. 

The Chapoy children, all born in San Angelo, were 
John Losoya Chapoy, born December 13, 1923; 
Porfirio Losoya Chapoy, born November 23, 1919; 
Sipriano Losoya Chapoy, born September 23, 1935; 
Ezequiel Losoya Chapoy, birthdate unknown; Adela 
Losoya Chapoy, born October 16, 1928; Elvira 
Losoya Chapoy, born August 19, 1930 (her twin did 
not survive); Mary Losoya Chapoy, born October 
25, 1933; Ramona Losoya Chapoy, born January 19, 
1944. 

Lucas Chapoy was the son of Francisco Chapoy 
and his wife Margarita. She was born in San Antonio. 
Francisco and his wife had three sons, all born in 
Del Rio. They were Jose Chapoy, born November 
22, 1886: Lucas, born October 18, 1888; and 


Francisco, Junior, who was born in 1890 and died in 
1911. Francisco Chapoy died in 1891 in Sonora, 
Texas. Their only daughter married Antonio Trevino 
Sanchez. 

Francisco Chapoy’s father, Felix Chapoy, was 
born early in the 19th century on a ship coming from 
France to Mexico. 

by Patsy Biera 


BIRD, OTTO LEE 
(BUNYARD) 


The first child born to Ben and Bess Bunyard was 
a girl who arrived March 15, 1909. They named her 
Otto Lee. The Bunyard family lived at 20th Street 
and Chadbourne, very near the Emmanuel Baptist 
Church of which they were members. Much of the 
social life of that period was structured around the 
church and Otto Lee was an active member as she 
grew up. 

When she was 16, Otto Lee married Roy Bird, 
from East Texas, and they lived in Texon, a company 
town owned by Texaco where all inhabitants worked 
for the company. Their only child was Justus 
Clayburn Bird, born July 5, 1927, in the Bunyard 
house where his mother had been born. J.C. now 
lives in Corpus Christi with his wife Elena and two 
girls, Jennifer and Jacquelyn. 

Otto Lee and Roy eventually were divorced and, 
after some time, she returned to San Angelo to live 
with her parents. Roy Bird spent the rest of his life 
in Knickerbocker. 

Otto Lee’s church life and the friends she made 
within the church community absorbed her as she 
grew older. She died in 1973. 

by Marguerite Bunyard Randhawa 


BITNER, JOE BAILEY, SR. 


Joe Bailey Bitner, Sr., was born December 24, 
1911, to S.E and Lula Frances Bitner near Sykes 
Community, East Tom Green County. Bailey’s 
family farmed and he has continued with this 
profession. Bailey met Tennie Balkum on January 
1, 1937, and they married March 19, 1937. J.B. 
Bitner, Jr. was born April 9, 1938, and Nancy Sue 
was born May 26, 1939. 


The couple has always worshipped at the Veribest 
Baptist Church. Bailey is an ordained deacon, served 
as trustee, taught Sunday School, and worked with 
the building and maintaining of the structure. 

Bailey still farms the Bitner homeplace one mile 
west of Veribest. He supplemented the farm income 
with outside jobs such as helping build Lane Field 
during World War II. Lane Field was located two 
miles south of Veribest. Farm land was converted to 
a training-landing strip for students based at 
Goodfellow AFB to train as pilots. Bailey worked 
in the Civil Service at Goodfellow AFB, for 
Schneider Gas Distributing Co., and for Shannon 
Hospital. During the seven-year drought, 1950-57, 
the Bitners operated a dairy farm. Family farming 
has always been practiced. As the government farm 
programs and embargoes were used as_ political 
tools, the small farms had to get larger. The following 
are examples of relations of income and expenses 
through the years: 

Farm Income: Cotton, per pound: 1927 $.15; 
1931, $.05; 1940, $.40; 1980, $.50. Farm Expenses: 
Gas per gallon: 1983, $1.50; 1986, $.95. Diesel: 
1983, $.90; 1986, $.63. Machinery: Tractor: 1960, 
$6,000; 1980, $35,000. Combine: 1960, $5,500; 
1980, $75,000. Auto: 1960, $5,000; 1980, $10,000. 

Farming has always been the backbone of 
America, clean wholesome families who work hard 
to produce food and products necessary to sustain 
life. 

Bailey is a six foot tall man who has always loved 
to hunt deer and fish for yellow catfish. He is still a 
hardworking farmer at 75 years and a jack of all 
trades. He is a carpenter, welder, electrician, 
mechanic, farmer and a good neighbor. If anyone 
has a need in the community, Bailey and Tennie are 
there first. They have been parents to lead their family 
to Christ and to love and be a loving, caring person. 
These are examples America still needs. 

(Bailey died February 13, 1988.) 

by Nancy Roberts 


BITNER, S.E. and LULA 


Samuel Elkins Bitner, born March 10, 1878, was 
the oldest child born to Samuel C. and Eliza Elizabeth 
Sanders Bitner. This family came to Houston County, 
Texas, from Greenville, Tennessee, in 1853. Other 
children born were Arthur Luther, Minnie, Edna, 
Willie, Georgia, Dell, Montie Belle, Ella, Corrie, and 
Bryant Houston. 

S.E. came to Tom Green County to be in a less 
humid area than Crockett, Texas. Many of the Bitner 
children came to arid West Texas for health purposes. 
S.E. met and married Lula Frances Spillers in 
January, 1901. They had Helen (Roach), October 31, 
1901; Samuel Clark, March 14, 1903; Hattie Belle 
(King), May 17, 1905; Joe Bailey, December 24, 
1911; Ethel, March 13, 1915. 

S.E. pursued farming. He settled in the Sykes 
Community east of San Angelo and rented land until 
money was saved to purchase land. Rented land was 
an agreement between the tenant and landowner; 
one-fourth of harvested cotton and one-third of 
harvested grain belonged to the landowner. 

During the drought of 1917 and 1918, many 
families had hard times feeding their families and 
animals. The Bitner family traveled to South Texas 
to pick cotton. Families worked together in the fields 
and took odd jobs to survive. The boys would carry 
water and wood, feed livestock, and the girls fed 


chickens, gathered eggs, sewed, washed clothes on 
a wash board and hung them to dry. The older 
children would raise the smaller children while 
mothers and fathers labored in the fields planting, 
chopping, plowing, and harvesting. 

The drought was broken in 1919 and a bumper 
crop of cotton was produced. S.E. delivered the 
picked cotton to Veribest using a team of horses to 
pull the wagon. It was the first bale ginned in 
Veribest. It was sold for $.15 a pound. S.E. purchased 
223 acres of land one mile west of Veribest at $45. 
per acre. S.E. purchased a new Dodge auto in 1914 
for $1,500. 

Lula (born December 20, 1875) was the daughter 
of Amanda Sanders and John Spillers. Lula had two 
sisters, Florence (Howard), Ada (Rathje) and a 
brother, Nelse. Lula’s father died near Mereta when 
he fell from a windmill. Amanda later married Bud 
Roberson. Amanda and John Spillers are buried at 
Paint Rock. S.E. (died 1935) and Lula are buried at 
Mullins Cemetery. 

The Bitners worshiped at Veribest Baptist Church. 
They were honest, stable, hard-working pioneers 
who left a pattern for future generations to follow. 
Joe Bailey still owns and lives on this family farm. 
Nancy Roberts and J.B., Jr., are descendants. 

by Nancy Roberts 


BITNER, TENNIE L. 
(BALKUM) 


Edmond and Jodie Murphy Balkum’s first child 
was Tennie Loyal (May 16, 1913) born in Buffalo, 
Texas. She is a true redhead, just like her father. Four 
years later the family were on a train bound for Miles, 
Texas as Edmond and Tennie were sick and the dry 
West Texas climate might heal this flu type ailment. 
This proved true and the Balkums never left the area. 

Tennie being the oldest child of seven feels she 
was a secondary mother. She recalls turning a 
dishpan of dishes over while standing on a box at 
three years of age. She worked in the farm fields 
and could pick 400 pounds of cotton in one day and 
could beat most men. 


d 
J. B. and Tennie Bitner (right), and L. T. and Irene 
Helwig Balkum 


Tennie and Joe Bailey Bitner met at a New Year’s 
Eve party in 1937 and were married on March 19, 
1937. They were united in a double ceremony with 
Tennie’s brother L.T. Balkum and Irene Helwig in 
the parsonage of the Veribest Baptist Church. Both 
couples celebrated their golden wedding anniversary 
with a reception attended by Tennie’s and L.T.’s 
98-year-old mother, Jodie Balkum. 

Tennie and Bailey have two children, J.B., Jr. (born 
April 9, 1938), Nancy Sue (May 26, 1939). J.B., Jr. 
married Patsy Martin in 1960 in Brenham, Texas. 
Nancy Sue married Charlie Roberts in 1958 in 
Veribest, Texas. J.B., Jr. and Patsy have three 


children, Byron (1962); Shelley (1966); Keith 
(1968). Nancy Sue and Charlie have three children. 

Fifty years ago a woman giving birth had these 
tules to follow: Stay in bed 12 days; permitted up 
for an hour to hour and a half on the 10th day and on 
the twelfth day could take a few steps to the 
bathroom. Do not take tub baths or drive a car until 
after the 6th week examination. After three weeks, 
can have a shower bath, provided at this time you 
have consulted the doctor. Do not walk up or down 
stairs. If the baby is not full from breast milk, 
supplement with 4 tablespoons of Lactogen and 8 
ounces of boiled water. 

Tennie is a great wife, cook, loving mother, 
religious leader and guidance counselor. She is a 
Christian worker when in need. She believes life’s 
blessings come from the heart. The Bitners helped 
Veribest become an ideal American town our 
forefathers intended our Nation to be. 

by Nancy Roberts 


BLACK, FRANK 
and NELLIE 


Nellie and Frank Black, January 1944 in Sheffield, 
Texas. 


For over three decades, Frank Black preached the 
gospel and taught singing schools in many locations 
around San Angelo. His wife, the former Nellie 
Delilion Hogg, often accompanied him in his 
travels. He served his country in WWI, and after 
being wounded in Germany, he returned home in 
1919 to study at Thorp Springs College and Abilene 
Christian College. 

He conducted revivals in brush arbors, tabernacles, 
tents, schoolhouses, and churches from San Benito 
in the Rio Grande Valley to Denver City in West 
Texas. He established the church in Alamosa, 
Colorado, and helped to establish Sunny Glen Home 
for Children in the Valley. 

His first church was at Mertzon. He preached in 
Tankersley, Arden, Big Lake, Ozona, Sterling City, 
Rocksprings, Christoval, Winters and many others. 
Beginning in 1923, he served the church in Del Rio 
for nine years. In 1928, when Rocksprings was hit 
by a disastrous tornado, Brother Black and three 
doctors drove that night to help. In 1938, he held 
revivals in over twenty locations around Del Rio 
before moving to Levelland. In later years, he served 
in Brownfield and Denver City. 
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Nellie (Hogg) and Frank Black, taken 1920-1921 at 
Tankersley, Texas. 


Frank Black loved to drink coffee in the cafe and 
visit with people. He welcomed each new challenge 
to do the Lord’s work wherever he went. Nellie was 
completely devoted to helping him, even to the point 
of always being able to tell him that his hat was 
“behind the door.” 

During WWIL, while in Sheffield, he helped start 
the Pecos River Encampment, where, for one week 
every year, nearly six hundred Christians live, eat 
barbeque, study and worship together. They now 
camp under large trees which were very small when 
planted by Brother Black forty years ago. One day, 
after accidentally losing a thumb nail, he carried 
around a small can of kerosene the rest of the day 
with his thumb stuck down in it, and kept on watering 
his trees. The encampment is run by the elders in 
Sheffield. He was in a revival in Langtry when he 
died of a heart attack in May of 1951. Nellie Black 
lived in San Angelo, attending the Johnson Street 
Church, until she suffered a stroke in 1985. Sister 
Black is now 93 and resides in Sherwood Nursing 
Home in Lubbock. 

Frank and “Mama” Nellie had one son, James F., 
now retired from the Air Force and a career in radio 
and television. He is a Deputy District Clerk for 
Lubbock County. 

Mrs. Black’s stepmother was Mrs. Ada Hogg, who 
operated the old Carlsbad Sanatorium Hotel and a 
nursing home in San Angelo until her death in Baptist 
Memorials Hospital. 

by James Black 


BLANKS, WILLIAM 
CAYWOOD and JULIA 


William Caywood Blanks was born August 24, 
1873 in Maysville, Ark., the son of R.A. Blanks 
who had come west from Virginia after the Civil War. 
W.C. Blanks was educated at the University of 
Arkansas and at Battleground Academy in Franklin, 
Tennessee. At Wills Point, Texas, where the family 
had moved, he was admitted to the bar at age 20. 
In 1894 he married Julia Gilchrist. Her brother Gibb 
Gilchrist was to become state highway engineer 
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Julia Blanks and Judge W. C. Blanks 


and the president and first chancellor of the Texas 
A&M system. 

W.C. Blanks represented the Orient Railroad in 
getting right of way before it came to San Angelo, 
and secured for San Angelo its general shops. The 
“writ of prohibition’? which he worked out in this 
case was the forerunner of similar legal decisions. 

In 1906 he and his wife moved to Mertzon when 
the Orient was laid out on the north side of Spring 
Creek. In 1909 he and Alex Collins established law 
offices in San Angelo in the Shubert building, later 
known as the Rust building. Henry Jackson joined 
the firm the next year. Aside from two years in 
Austin on the state Commission of Appeals, Judge 
Blanks spent the next forty years in San Angelo as 
lawyer and banker. 

Judge Blanks was a director and president of 
Central National Bank. He was instrumental in the 
agreement with Santa Fe Railroad which returned 
bonus money to the city for the purchase of Santa 
Fe Park. In 1915 he helped draft the charter which 
gave San Angelo its city manager system and a 
tax-supported Board of City Development. San 
Angelo College was built during his term on the 
Board of Education 1925-29. He wrote the will of 
Mrs. Margaret A. Shannon and was one of the 
executors and trustees who established Shannon 
Hospital under her will. 

Judge Blanks was a botanist and poet. His 
gardens at the home at 703 West Washington Drive 
were a showplace with dahlias, roses, chrysan- 
themums and columbine. He contributed to horti- 
cultural magazines, and budded pecans with soft- 
shell varieties at his Christoval summer place. 

Judge and Mrs. Blanks had four children: Ruth 
Juanita, born 1896, now Mrs. W.T. Matlock; Mary 
Gilchrist who married Walter Robbins and died in 
1947; William Henry Blanks who died in 1978; 
Olin Burbank Blanks who died in 1980. The family 
were members of First Methodist Church. 

Judge Blanks died May 1, 1933. Mrs. Blanks died 
in 1938. 

by Ann Matlock Ricker 


BLANTON, CHARLES 
FRANKLIN and HALLIE 
PEARL (BUTTS) 


C. F. Blanton Family. Left to right, Milton, Hallie, 
Charles, with Roy Lee on tricycle - taken about 1927 
at Knickerbocker, Texas. 


Charles Franklin Blanton was born March 15, 
1883 in Cherokee County, Texas. His parents were 
Jremmon (James) Franklin and Mazilla (Utley) 
Blanton. In 1901 the James Blanton family moved 
from Santa Anna to Wall, Texas. 

Charles Franklin Blanton’s great-great- 
grandfather, John Blanton, came to Texas at the 
time of the Republic, 1836, and settled in Red River 
County. 

On December 8, 1908, Charles Blanton and Hallie 
Pearl Butts were married in Wall. Her parents were 
Levi and Narberry Butts of Wall. 

Charles and Hallie farmed in the Wall area for 
several years. Their son, Milton Thadeous, was born 


in Wall on March 28, 1912. Roy Lee was born in the 
Scherz community on November 12, 1922. 

Close friends and neighbors in the Scherz 
community included the George Wright family, 
Roy Legg family, Homer DeShazo family, Melvin 
Boykin family, Jeff Scherz family, Ben Bearfield 
family, Roy Blair family, and the Walter Barron 
family. 

The Blanton family moved to Knickerbocker in 
1925 where they stockfarmed. On January 1, 1937, 
they moved to Water Valley, where they stock- 
farmed until retiring and moving to San Angelo in 
1959. 

C.F. and Hallie Blanton were both members of 
the Church of Christ and were charter members of 
the Water Valley Church of Christ and the Carlsbad 
Church of Christ. After moving to San Angelo, they 


were members of the Johnson Street Church of 
Christ. 

Hallie Blanton was active in the Home 
Demonstration Club, serving as President in 1938. 

Charley Blanton died July 7, 1972 in San Angelo. 
Hallie died November 20, 1985 in San Angelo. 
Both are buried in the Fairmount Cemetery. 

Milton Blanton married Opal Lorene Wooley on 
December 1, 1934, in San Angelo. Milton was 
employed by West Texas Utilities from 1941 to 1977, 
and Opal was a Stanley Home Products distributor. 

Roy Lee married Wyn Swindle, a Water Valley 
school teacher, on December 21, 1948. They now 
reside in Onalaska, Texas. 

The Blanton family has an annual family reunion 
and this year (1987) will be the 50th year. The 
reunion will be in Wimberley, Texas. 

by Milton Blanton 


BLEDSOE, AARON and ARAH 


Angelo, Texas. 


Aaron Isaiah Bledsoe was born January 7, 1861, 
at Covington, Tennessee. January 16, 1878, he 
married Arah Missey Burns (born December 10, 
1860, in Van Zandt County, Texas. Eleven children 
born to them were Gertrude who married Ezra 
McCoy, Paralee who married Walter J. Bates, 
Martha who married Fred Thomarlen, William Dyde 
who never married, Artie who married Roy 
Clements, Thomas Dee who married Annie Mae 
York, James Dudley who married Teofilie 


James Dudley Bledsoe. First store building for 
Bledsoe’s Store at Mereta, Tx. Built and operated by 
father Aaron Isaiah Bledsoe, and son, James Dudley 
Bledsoe in 1921. 


A , 
Aaron Isaiah Bledsoe and Arah Missey Burns Bledsoe, 65th Wedding Anniversary, January 16, 1928 in San 


Sonnenberg, Franklin Dow who married Nellie 
Mitchum, Pernie who married Ulysses Rainey 
(died) and later married Marion J. Joplin, Cordie who 
married Harry Rainey (died) and later married Bill 
Weuistinger, Aaron Debb married Beulah Hall. All 
were born in Van Zandt County. 

Aaron and Arah lived near Tundra before moving 
by train to Tom Green County. Walter Bateses, Fred 
Thomarlens and Frank Rainey had moved to this 
area and wrote to Bledsoes, about the drier climate 
and good new land. 

The Aaron Bledsoes arrived at Miles Station 
August 16, 1906. Walter J. Bates met them and 
carried them and household to a place near Vancourt. 
Aaron farmed and did lots of carpentering. 

Aaron and son Dudley built a store in Mereta in 
1921; Dudley bought Aaron’s interest in 1923. 
Aaron and Arah moved to 1922 North Oakes. Aaron 
built a store at the corner of North Oakes and 20th. 
He and Pernie operated the grocery store several 
years. 

Aaron died December 19, 1944. Arah lived with 
Pernie her remaining years and died on May 17, 
1962. Both are buried in Mereta Cemetery. 

Aaron and Arah were plain country folk. Their 
home was always open to friends, neighbors, and 
kin alike. The Bledsoes attended Cool Springs 


Primitive Baptist Church, which Aaron built near 
Tundra. In 1920, Arah obeyed the gospel at a 
Church of Christ revival at Mereta, Texas, and was 
baptized in Lipan Creek. Arah worshiped at Ninth 
and Main Church of Christ in San Angelo. 

Aaron and Arah were honest God-fearing and 
lived by the golden rule. Most memorable traits 
about Arah, known to all as “Granny,” were her faith 
in the Almighty and dedication to prayer. Inter- 
preting the Bible literally, she entered daily into her 
closet at 9:30 am to speak with her Lord, usually 
fifteen minutes or more. 

Aaron’s ancestors were Irish; Arah’s were Irish- 
Indian, of the Cherokee bloodline. All migrated from 
Tennessee. 

by Margaret B. Green 


BLEDSOE, JAMES DUDLEY 


James Dudley Bledsoe was born November 23, 
1893, at Tundra in Van Zandt County, Texas. On 
January 14, 1923, he married Teofilie Johanna 
Sonnenberg (born January 29, 1901, in New Ulm, 
Austin County, Texas, to Otto and Clara Rinn 
(Sonnenberg). They have one daughter, Margaret 
Gertrude Bledsoe Green (born December 10, 1925) 
married to Wilburn Green. Dudley and Teofilie have 
one granddaughter, Gwyn Ellen Green Rosser, and 
three great-grandchildren: Dana Ashley Rosser, 
Colin Ryan Rosser, and Devin Blaine Rosser. 

Dudley and Teofilie first met at Hess school in 
Tom Green in 1908. He came to this county with his 
parents, arriving here on August 16, 1906. Hess was 
the only public school Dudley attended; he attended 
Daniel Baker College in Brownwood, 1915. 


we oe 
Veteran of World War I. James Dudley Bledsoe, rank 
of Master Engineer, 209th Engineers, Company “B”, 
Camp Sheridan, Montgomery, Alabama in 1918. 


Dudley worked at Mereta Mercantile beginning 
in April 1917 until he went into the Army July 3, 
1918. After training at Montgomery, Alabama, he 
was scheduled to go overseas when peace was 
signed, November 11, 1918. He returned to Mereta 
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1928. 


January 29, 1919, and then worked at San Antonio 
on the Kelly Field construction job, worked on the 
Tom Green County road crew, and in construction 
in Stephens County. In 1921, Dudley and his father 
built and operated a store in Mereta. 

On January 24, 1923, Dudley bought the store and 
his parents moved to San Angelo. The next year, 
Mereta Mercantile sold out to Bledsoes. Dudley was 
appointed postmaster in November, 1924, and served 
until 1928, when Thomas Dee Bledsoe bought a 
partnership in the store and was appointed 
postmaster. 

In 1933, Dudley moved a “hotball” cotton gin 
from Marlin, Texas, and erected it just west of 
Bledsoe General Store in Mereta. The gin was 
successful in spite of the Depression years. In 1935, 
the closest competitor, Andy Brown, offered to sell 
his electric gin across the street. Dudley bought it 
and was very busy managing two gins and buying 
cotton. In 1939, Dudley sold the electric gin to a 
group of farmers who organized the Mereta Co-Op 
Gin. The other gin sold and moved out; Dudley built 
a cottonseed oil mill. Cottonseed cake, meal and oil 
were produced with a face of a bobcat in angry 
orange with blue lettering on every sack. Dudley 
also was in partnership with Roy Higginbotham of 
Paint Rock and Clyde Davis of San Angelo in buying 
and feeding lambs for a number of years. 

In the early years, Dudley managed and coached 
men’s hardball teams and always had a hand in and 
supported all projects for the betterment of the 
community. 

Dudley and Teofilie are longtime members of 
the Church of Christ at Ninth and Main in San 
Angelo, where he served as an Elder. Their member- 
ship to Johnson Street Church of Christ dates back 
to 1963. 

Bledsoe ancestors were Irish, migrating to Texas 
from Tennessee. Dudley’s maternal ancestors, the 
Burnses, were Irish-Indian from the Cherokee 
bloodline. Aaron Isaiah Bledsoe and Arah Missey 
Burns are his parents. 

Dudley and Teofilie were very active in the 
American Association of Retired Persons in San 
Angelo, being among the first to participate in 
programs. 

by Margaret B. Green 
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James Dudley Bledsoe and Margaret Bledsoe Green (child). Old store building, Bledsoe General Mase., 


BLEDSOE, TEOFILIE 
JOHANNA (SONNENBERG) 


Teofilie Johanna Sonnenberg Bledsoe was born 
January 29, 1901 at New Ulm, Austin County, TX. 
On January 14, 1923 married James Dudley Bledsoe 
(born November 23, 1893 at Tundra, Van Zandt 
County, TX to Aaron Isaiah and Arah Missey Burns 
Bledsoe). They have one daughter, Margaret 
Gertrude Bledsoe Green, and one granddaughter; 
also three great-grandchildren. 

Teofilie came to Tom Green County in 1906 with 
her parents. She first attended school at Hess in 1908 
where she met Dudley. Later Teofilie attended and 
graduated from Mereta school in 1918. 

The day after Dudley and Teofilie were married, 
they entered the general store business together; a 
business that operated for 52 years. Being a diligent 


Mase., 1942. 


ae 
James Dudley Bledsoe, Teofilie Johanna Sonnenberg Bledsoe and E. F. “Duke” Clements, Bledsoe General 


worker and fast learner, Teofilie soon became almost 
indispensable. Immediately she learned the post 
office business and in 1936 was appointed 
postmaster. Teofilie served in that position 27 years 
while also clerking in the adjoining store from 6 am 
- 10 pm seven days per week. She, with the able 
assistance of E.L. “Bunk’’ Ford, took over 
responsibility of the store business; Dudley went into 
the gin, oil mill, cattle and sheep business. It was 
during these busy years that Dudley’s nephew, E.F. 
“Duke”? Clements and his wife Vivian Bennett 
Clements, came to work, with Teofilie in charge. 

In the early years, Teofilie coached girl’s softball 
teams and was most active in Parent-Teachers 
Association, Victory Bond Drives, church meetings 
and community singings. She was a leader in Home 
Demonstration Club work and served as Texas Home 
Demonstration Association chairman of Tom Green 
County in 1950’s. 


James Dudley Bledsoe and Teofilie Johanna 
Sonnenberg Bledsoe, 50th Wedding Anniversary, 
January 14, 1973. 


Teofilie obeyed the gospel at a Church of Christ 
revival in the summer of 1929 and was baptized in 
the Concho River at Lowake crossing. She and 
Dudley are members of Johnson St. Church of Christ 
since 1963. 

Teofilie’s parents were Otto and Clara Rinn 
Sonnenberg, whose ancestors were German. Otto 
came to America from Germany in 1888 at the age 
of 12 years, landing in Galveston, Texas. The Rinns 
were German, migrating from Germany as a young 
couple, making settlement in Austin County, Texas. 

Dudley and Teofilie invested in farmland nearby. 
They fervently believe and practice good stewardship 
of the land and the income it produces. 

Dudley and Teofilie built their home in Mereta 
just south of the post office/general store in 1926, 
and lived there 58 years before moving to the Rio 
Concho Manor in San Angelo in 1984. 

by Margaret B. Green 


BLOCK, MICHAEL J. 


Michael J. Block Family. Back row left to right, 
Jeremy, Michael J. Block. Front row left to right, 
Neil, Melanie, Nathan, and Jennifer. 


Michael J. Block was born in San Angelo, Texas, 
March 5, 1950. His parents are Wilbert Block and 
Doris Schwartz Block. Michael’s youth was spent 
on a farm on the Christoval highway 5 miles south 
of town. He attended Fairview Elementary, grad- 
uated from Wall High School in May 1968 and 
received his BBA from Angelo State University in 
May 1972. On November 18, 1972, Michael married 
Melanie R. Townsend. They have four children. 
Jeremy was born March 4, 1977, Jennifer, March 
23, 1981, Neil, November 13, 1983, Nathan was born 
July 29, 1986, on his great-grandmother’s (Martha 
Schwartz) birthday. 

Michael took a management trainee position 
with First Savings and has advanced to his cur- 
rent position as Vice President. At the present he 
still works in the same position, although First 
Savings changed its name to First Texas Savings and 
later was bought by City Savings. Even though 
Michael works in an office in town he has always 
had farming in his blood and has always farmed after 


working hours and weekends. At first he farmed his 
grandparent’s (Paul and Hattie Block) land in Olfen, 
Texas. Finding the 80 mile round trip each day after 
work hard, he found a place to lease near his parent’s 
home in 1974. Michael and Melanie bought their 
own farm just west of Wall in March 1981. 

Michael being the adventurous type was eager to 
get ahead. He and a business partner have also 
worked with construction and real estate. In the 
late 1970’s Michael and Greg Huling as Southwest 
Construction Company built several duplexes on 
Sunset Blvd. as well as commercial buildings and 
houses. 

Melanie’s parents are Henry M. Townsend and 
the late Lillian Jordan Townsend Badgett. Born and 
raised in San Angelo, Melanie graduated from 
Central High School in May 1968 and attended 
Angelo State University for one year. At this time 
she took a job with Lone Star Gas Company where 
she worked until her first child was born. In 
September 1985 she took a job with an accounting 
firm. On Christmas Day, 1985, Michael and Melanie 
gave his parents (Wilbert and Doris Block) an 
unusual gift for Christmas, a Poem! The poem told 
their story of a surprising event that would take 
place in July 1986, the birth of their fourth child. 
Melanie’s new job was short-lived so she could be 
at home with the new baby. 

Michael and Melanie built three of their own 
homes in San Angelo before moving to a home they 
remodeled on their farm in December 1986. The 
children are currently attending Fairview Elementary 
where their father and grandmother (Doris Schwartz 
Block) also attended. It is here in the Wall com- 
munity that the Blocks hope to spend their re- 
maining years watching their family grow and 
prosper. 

by Michael Block 


BLOCK, WILBERT BERNARD 


Wilbert and Doris (Schwartz) Block in 1984. 


My husband Wilbert Block, is a farmer with an 
ability to work long hours turning one man’s 
unproductive piece of land into a farmer’s treasure. 
The second child of six, he was born June 3, 1917 
on the Olfen, Texas farm belonging to his grand- 
parents, Bernard and Elizabeth Hoelscher 


Matthiesen. His parents, Paul and Hattie 
Matthiesen Block bought one-half of this home- 
stead March 21, 1925. His siblings include Andrew 
W., James A., Sister Pauline Block, Gladys Gray and 
Frances Kocich. 

The Depression of the 1930’s had the farming 
community in its grip when Wilbert at age eleven 
began helping his father by tilling the soil with a 
team of horses. 

At an early age he learned the value of hard work. 
Over time he has spent hours upon hour welding, 
grinding, etc. to adapt equipment for more efficient 
farming operations. 

He attended school in Olfen, Amarillo, Texas, 
and Columbus, Ohio. May 6, 1941 he enlisted for 
one year’s service in the United States Army. 


Wilbert Block and Doris Schwartz wedding 
Dec. 30, 1947 


The bombing of Pearl Harbor, on 12-7-41 
changed the hit song, “I’Il Be Back in a Year Little 
Darling,” to “Coming in on a Wing and a Prayer” — 
and the one year’s army duty stretched out to four 
years in the 46th Engineer Construction Battalion, 
Co. E. 

They were shipped from Camp Bowie, 
Brownwood, by train to New York, and boarded on 
a former Swedish liner converted to a U.S. Troop 
Transport which landed in Australia in forty-two 
days. He served in Northern Australia and South- 
west Pacific including Milne Bay, New Guinea; 
Dutch East Indies; Trobriand and Kiriwina Islands; 
Leyte, Philippines; and other islands where they built 
landing strips, air fields, roads, bridges, and docks. 

They were plagued with limited equipment, 
supplies and food while contending with shellings, 
bombings, heat, rain, and millions of mosquitoes. 

The most significant project was the construction 
of a crucial landing strip on Leyte, Philippines, 
October 20-23, 1944 for the bloody struggle to free 
the Philippines. 

The 46th was afforded seven days naval support 
and protection, but in three and one-half days and 
nights a strip was available for the courageous naval 
pilots, whose carriers had been sunk, to land, refuel, 
rearm and return on their mission in the Battle of 
Leyte Gulf which resulted in the “Turn of the Tide” 
in the war. 
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April 12, 1945, three hundred men and Wilbert, 
with enough points to go home were aboard a slow 
freighter the day President Roosevelt died. Thirty 
days later, they sailed under the Golden Gate 
Bridge and landed on Angel Island on Mother’s 
Day, May 13, 1945. Upon debarking, most of the 
men knelt and kissed the ground of the USA. 

Among the many service awards the group 
received were six Presidential Unit Citations with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Australian Distinguished 
Service Cross. 

After discharge from service, he farmed east of 
Veribest. On May 23, 1946 and °47, a devastating 
hail storm flattened the wheat and cotton crops 
into a mulch in the ground. To help pay bills, he 
then worked two ginning seasons for Albert 
Hoelscher Gin west of Wall as a pressman and gin 
mechanic. 

Wilbert and Doris Schwartz married December 
30, 1947. See Block Family picture with children 
Diana, Michael and Jean Ann. Together they worked 
on the farm and their labors helped produce cotton, 
milo, forage, cattle, swine, poultry, corn and fruit 
trees for the family. In their endeavors in gardening, 
freezing and canning, there was a plentiful supply 
of food on the table. 

In the ensuing years, Wilbert was elected to the 
Fairview and Tom Green County School Boards, 
Tom Green County Farm Bureau President and 
Director, the Wall Co-Op Gin Board for twenty- 
seven years and Gin Board Secretary for eighteen 
years, Community Committee Man with ASCS, 
Germania Mutual Insurance President and 
Appraiser, and Sacred Heart Cathedral Parish 
Councilman. He served on the Fairview-Wall Tax 
Equalization Board 1972. A momentous occurrence 
was President Dwight Eisenhower’s visit to the 
farm on a Drought tour, January 14, 1957. 


by Doris Block 


BLOCK, MRS. WILBERT 
(DORIS SCHWARTZ) 


Doris Helen Schwartz was born November 27, 
1926 in a small bungalow house that her father 
helped build in 1925 one mile west of Fairview 
School. She and her parents, Otto and Martha 
Schwartz moved two and 1/2 miles south December 
1927 and in 1938 moved one mile west which was 
the home to Mother and Dad, three brothers: Jerome, 
Harvey, Kenneth Schwartz, one sister Mary Louise 
Dahlberg and Doris. Otto passed away in October 
1980, but Mother remained living on Schwartz Road 
which was named for them as they have lived there 
since 1927. She died 7-6-1997. 

Doris attended school at Fairview, San Angelo 
High and San Angelo Junior College in 1944-45. 
Fairview Elementary will have been the school of 
three generations for Doris, her three children and 
seven of the ten grandchildren. 

December 30, 1947, Doris and Wilbert Block were 
married in St. Ambrose Church in Wall, Texas. 

Their 3 children are: Diana Marie married James 
Marshall Huling; their children are Danya Victoria, 
Justin Marshall and Lindsay Lane. Michael Joseph 
married Melanie Rose Townsend; their children are: 
Jeremy Michael, Jennifer Gayle, Neil Joseph and 
Nathan Todd. Jean Ann married Jerry Glyn 
Hohensee; children are Jill Teresa, Jared Neil and 
Jamon Paul. In 1994 she married Robert LeGrand. 
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Wilbert and Doris Block Family. Seated: left to right, Michael Block, Doris Block, Wilbert Block. Standing: 
left to right, Diana Huling, and Jean Ann (Hohensee) LeGrand 


Farm life was a natural for Doris and family. 
During World War II when most farm boys went to 
the service, she became her father’s helper learning 
most phases of the field work and farm chores. As 
the oldest, she tended to the smaller brothers and 
sister while her parents did chores and field work. 

The tradition of availing the hands for farm work 
and chores was passed on to Doris and Wilbert’s three 
children, who accepted their share of the load as they 
grew into each task. They were active in 4-H, school 
activities and church choirs. 

Doris was active in school, church and community 
through the years. Activities include: 4-H leader 
twelve years, Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
twenty-five years, taught Confraternity of Christian 


Doris Helen Schwartz about 1930. 


Doctrine thirteen years, has sung in Sacred Heart 
Cathedral Choir since 1964 to the present, sang with 
the Symphony Chorale a number of years, was in 
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 40 years, 
and Home Extension group 20 years. 

The 256 page Joseph and Sophie Schwartz Family 
History book that Doris and two cousins, Isabelle 
Brymer and Barbara Mikulik compiled is con- 
sidered a worthy project as is the promotion and years 
of work on the The History of Tom Green County 
started in 1986. The work on the county book 
included writing stories on families, histories on 
schools south of Angelo, agriculture and other 
information of interest in Tom Green Co. 

Since 1947 Doris and Wilbert have farmed and 
lived for over 50 years just off the Christoval 
Highway. Wilbert has over 60 years of tilling the 
soil and producing cotton and milo that is looked 
on with pride by both, as if the cotton bloom, the 
boll of white lint and the head of yellow ripened 
grain were jewels; however, the real gems are the 
children and their families, especially the ten grand- 
children and all the great-grandchildren. 

by Doris S. Block 


BOATRIGHT, ERNEST R. 
and BERTIE MAY 


Ernest R. Boatright, born June 10, 1894 in Llano, 
was the son of Winfred and Cecelia (Meirs) 
Boatright. 

He met and married Bertie May Payne, born 
November 11, 1894, in Williamson County and 
the daughter of Thomas Sterling and Minnie Lee 
(Hausenfluck) Payne of Harriett. Bertie and Ernest 
were married on September 16, 1915, at the First 
Presbyterian Parsonage on Irving Street in San 
Angelo, by the Reverend W.E. Webb. Pastor 


Ernest R. and Bertie May Boatright’s 60th Wedding Anniversary Celebration. Left to right, Ernest, Bertie, 
Leo (Pace) Boatright and husband Elbert (younger brother of Ernest). Ernest, Bertie, Leo and Elbert lived 
in Harriett a number of years before moving to San Angelo. 


Ernest R. and Bertie May Boatright and their 
children: left to right, Lyndol E., Ernestine, Ernest 
Kyle, Gordon E., Calvin D., Bertie and Ernest. 


Webb gathered flowers from their garden for Mrs. 
Boatright’s bouquet. They have resided in Tom 
Green County most of their married life. Ernest was 
a retired city bus driver and Bertie a homemaker. 

The Boatrights had five children: (1) Calvin D. 
was born July 1, 1916 and married Renie on May 
14, 1939. They had two daughters, one being 
named Melba Ruth. (2) Gorden E. was born April 
13, 1921, and married Nancy Burger July 3, 1945. 
(3) Ermest Kyle was born December 7, 1922, and 
married Margaret Carson. (4) Ernestine was born 
December 18, 1924, first married to Truett Stone, 
and second to Scott. (5) Lyndol E. was born August 
14, 1926, and married Martha Sweeney. 

Ernest and Bertie celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary on Sunday, September 22, 1985, at the 
St. Paul Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall where 
they were members. They have 14 grandchildren and 
34 great-grandchildren. Ernest died June 23, 1986, 
in Shannon Hospital. He was buried in the 
Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

by Shirley Smelley 


BOATRIGHT, HENRY LEVI and 
ALTA LEE (PAYNE) 


Alta Payne Boatright and sister, Bertie Payne 
Boatright 


Henry Levi Boatright was born July 7, 1889 and 
grew up around the San Angelo area. He met and 
married Alta Lee Payne, born March 23, 1893, in 
Williamson County, the daughter of Thomas 
Sterling and Minnie Lee (Hausenfluck) Payne. The 
Boatrights lived in Ballinger, Harriett, and Waco 
before making their home in San Angelo, where 
they lived most of their married life. Their 
children are (1) Ruby Elaine, born December 18, 
1915, married April 5, 1945 to William P. 
Hartman. No children. (2) Harold Wade Boatright, 
born April 16, 1925, married March 31, 1946, to 
Helen Ruth Hill. No children. (3) Ronald Lee, born 
August 14, 1926, married Erma Woods, April 18, 
1951. Children: Deborah E., Ronald Lee, and 
Robbey Wade. (4) Baby Boatright, born December 


5, 1917, died December 5, 1917. (5) Tom Henry, 
born March 17, 1919, died January 26, 1920. 
by Shirley Payne Smelley 


BOATRIGHT, LEVI FREEMAN 
SHEL Ly? 


Levi Freeman Boatright was born September 15, 
1903 in Gillespie County, Texas. The son of 
William Winifred and Nancy Elizabeth (Meyers) 
Boatright, he was married to Eunice Elizabeth 
Groves, January 27, 1924, at Carlsbad, Texas. Eunice 
was born October 4, 1906 in Lampasas County, 
Texas to Harvey Elton and Susan Bethnie (Bunch) 
Groves. Three children were born to the young 
couple: Levi Freeman Junior, October 30, 1924; 
Norma Nadine, January 14, 1927; and Christene 
LaVerda, June 9, 1934. 

Except for a short stay in Amarillo and Lamesa, 
Texas, the Boatright family has called San Angelo 
home. Mr. Boatright and a brother, Elbert, were 
business partners for a number of years. Their first 
service station was just south of Chadbourne Street 
Bridge and a later location was on North 
Chadbourne at 15th Street. During this period, Mrs. 
Boatright was a professional seamstress. After 
leaving the service station, the Boatrights owned and 
operated a flower shop. 

Mr. Boatright had a major role in the rescue of 
the Eugene Weaver family from a tree during the 
flood of 1936. Mr. Weaver was employed by Mrs. 
Boatright’s father, H.E. Groves, on the farm near 
Carlsbad. 

The Boatright family has long been members of 
the Baptist Church. Mr. Boatright died June 9, 
1972. 

Levi Freeman Junior was married to Alvina Clare 
Grace on April 6, 1945 in Portland, Oregon. Their 
children are: Athleen Grace, June 1, 1948, and Gary 
Levi, December 27, 1949. 

Norma Nadine married Lynn Leon Byrne, 
September 22, 1946, in San Angelo. Leon died 
August 26, 1986. Their children are: Clyde Darrell, 
December 24, 1948, and Jimmie Ray, December 2, 
1952. 

Christine LaVerda married Robert Kenneth 
Perrine, February 22, 1952. Their children are: 
Robert Keith, October 8, 1952; Denise Diane, 
December 16, 1954; Kimberly Lane, January 22, 
1957; David Kent, April 15, 1962; and Larry 
Brian, December 29, 1963. Larry died February 3, 
1982. 


by Nadine Boatright Byrne 
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BOATRIGHT, L.F, Jr. 


Levi Freeman Boatright Junior was born in San 
Angelo, Texas, October 30, 1924. He is the son of 
Levi Freeman and Eunice Elizabeth (Groves) 
Boatright. Freeman attended school in San Angelo, 
later serving in the United States Navy during World 
War II. 

On April 6, 1946 he was married to Alvina Clara 
Grace in Portland, Oregon. Alvina was born July 23, 
1927, in Portland and is the daughter of David and 
Mable (Hill) Grace. While living in San Angelo, two 
children were born to this union: Athlene Grace, 
June 1, 1948, and Gary Levi, December 27, 1949. 
By moving to Arcata, California shortly before the 
tornado in 1953, the Boatright family managed to 
save all their belongings as well as their lives. The 
house they were living in was totally demolished. 

Athlene Grace was married June 6, 1970 to David 
Widmark. They are parents of two sons: Israel 
David, March 23, 1976, and Aaron Levi, December 
3, 1978. 

Gary Levi was married November 12, 1978, to 
Melissa Rosel Riddlesperger. Two sons were born 
to this union: Gary Levi Junior, July 28, 1978, and 
Dathan Ray, September 14, 1982. 

by Nadine Boatright Byrne 


BOLDING, DELIA DOSSEY 


Delia Dossey Bolding had been a school teacher 
before her marriage to James Porter Bolding. 
Thereafter, for a number of years, she was occupied 
with raising a passel of kids without the aid of a 
pediatrician, TV, Dr. Spock, or miracle drugs. 

Moving to the farm in 1918 was a change for the 
entire family, but Delia, as usual, made the most of 
it. There were no schools nearby, and no trans- 
portation to San Angelo, except for a little “Brush” 
car, so the children, Sid, “Buck,” Bill, and Mary, 
missed a year of school. Mama was the “school 
marm”’ for the year, while the baby Dan looked on. 
Delia was always a lady, as well as a tough pioneer. 

During the subsequent years of raising “kids” in 
San Angelo, Delia was vitally interested and active 
in the organization of the “Mothers Club,” or PTA, 
at John H. Reagan School in North San Angelo. 
She was a life member of the PTA. As her children 
grew up, she devoted much of her time and her 
activities to the First Methodist Church. She did not 
profess to be a seamstress, although she did a 
“powerful” lot of sewing. Her Singer buttonhole 
attachment was probably the only one in town, and 
so her house became the Mecca for dressmakers for 
many years. There is a Delia Bolding Class at the 
First Methodist Church—a class she taught. Still 
later, Delia taught the Susanna Wesley Class until 
her death in 1961. 

There are oodles of descendants from Delia and 
J.P. Bolding. They lived through lean years and years 
of plenty, just as any large family does. They shared 
their love with many people. A great part of their 
survival was due to the undying faith of Delia, who 
could always see the sun peeping out from under 
each dark cloud. She was always determined to be 
contented, no matter what the circumstance. This 
describes the character of Tom Green County 
pioneers! 


by Anne Dickens 
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BOLDING, JAMES PORTER 


James Porter Bolding and Delia Dossey Bolding on 
Wedding day, March 1902. 


James Porter and Delia (Dossey) Bolding (married 
March 30, 1902 in Wills Point, Texas) moved from 
Terrell to Tom Green County in 1910. Porter, a 
watchmaker and an accomplished engraver, had 
operated a jewelry store in Terrell from 1900 to 1910. 
This was a self-taught trade that he had been 
attracted to at an early age. 

The Bolding family brought with them three 
small children, Sidney, Matthew, and William. They 
resided for several years in a rental house on East 
Harris, where the first daughter, Mary, was born. 
Porter set up a watch repair business at the Owl 
Drug Store at 9 West Beauregard. During this time, 
he acquired a small irrigated farm on the South 
Concho River, which he owned for about ten years. 
Son Daniel was born during this time. 

One year (1918) of living on the farm was about 
all the Bolding family could endure. The drought 
of 17 and ’18 put an end to many farm ventures at 
that time, and it also put an end to the Bolding farm, 
and they moved back to San Angelo. The farm was 
sold, and the Boldings bought a house on 15th 
Street, where they resided until about 1942. Here 
the youngest member of the family, Christine, was 
born. 

Porter resumed his jewelry business, operating the 
store of J.P. Bolding & Sons until 1935, or about 
the time of his death. Through the years, the jewelry 
store grew from Porter’s “work bench shop” to a 
sizeable jewelry store, with Sid and Buck working 
as partners. 

There is much that could be recounted about the 
civic and political interests of Porter Bolding. He 
was a sometime gadfly at the mayor’s office, and 
his counsel and support were always welcome and 
sought after. He was never a fence sitter! He was a 
local campaign manager for Jimmie Allred’s 
successful race for Attorney General in the early 
1930’s. Their relationship continued on through 
Allred’s career as Attorney General of Texas, and 
his subsequent election to the governorship of Texas. 

Porter was very interested in music, and taught 
himself to play band instruments, the fiddle, violin, 
guitar, and the mandolin. In the early 1900’s, 
“country and western” was, of course, unheard of. 
Fiddlin’ music was strictly “hoe down,”’ and 
Porter played plenty of it! 

Porter died in 1935, after a long and lingering 
bout with a brain tumor. 

by Anne Dickens 


BOLDING, SIDNEY PORTER 


Sid and Anne Clare Bolding 


Sidney Porter Bolding and Anne Clare Wray 
were married February 9, 1929, in Commerce, Texas, 
and made their home in San Angelo. During their 
lifetime, they contributed greatly toward the 
improvement of their “hometown.” 

Anne Clare, or A.C., as she was fondly called, 
was born November 5, 1901, in Denton, Texas, to 
Edward Holloway and Ada Terrill Wray. She was a 
graduate of what is now East Texas State University. 
She did graduate work in biology and home- 
making at Columbia University and at the University 
of Texas. She moved to San Angelo in 1925 to take 
the post of Tom Green County home demonstration 
agent. It was during this time that she met and 
started courting one of the eligible bachelors in San 
Angelo, Sid, or “Sonny,” as his mother called him. 
Sid was born on February 5, 1903, in Terrell, Texas, 
but had lived most of his life in San Angelo, having 
moved here in about 1910. 

A.C. was active in the First Methodist Church, 
where she taught Sunday School classes and was a 
member of the United Methodist Women. Sid always 
used to say that she had to stay at church until “all 
the lights were turned out!”’ She served as Chairman 
of the first City Recreation Board, and was a member 
of the American Association of University Women, 
from which she was a nominee for Texas Mother of 
the Year. She was a charter member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, a charter member of the Literary Review 
Club, and a member of the City Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. She served as president of the board 
of directors of the local Girl Scout Council and the 
local chapter of the Arthritis Foundation. She held 
local and state-level offices in the Parent Teacher 
Association. 

As a young man, Sid was in the hotel business, 
having been a bellhop at the St. Angelus Hotel and a 
desk clerk at the Cactus Hotel. At one time he was 
in the car business at the St. Angelus Garage, and 
was later in business at A B Motors, located next to 
the Cactus Hotel. He was owner of Sid Bolding 
Motors, Inc., during the forties and fifties. 

Sid was a member of the First United Methodist 
Church and was a longtime Rotarian. He was a state 
director of the Texas Teenage Baseball Association, 
and was responsible for getting teenage softball 
leagues started in San Angelo. He was chairman of 
the Lake Nasworthy and South Concho River 


Waterfront Policy Committee for the City of San 
Angelo. 

Sid was chairman of the Community Chest’s 
individual subscribers committee. He served as a 
director of the Texas Motor Transportation 
Association and was also a former member of the 
Knights of Pythias and the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Anne Clare and Sid had four children: Anne Clare 
Dickens, Mary Ruby Land, Stella Dee Wolfenbarger, 
and Edward Porter. There are fourteen grandchildren: 
Linda, Betty, Sidney, Steve, and Howard Dickens; 
Valerie, Stewart, and John David Land; Orlie K., 
Susan, and Amy Wolfenbarger; and John Porter, 
Elizabeth, and Ted Bolding. 

by Anne Dickens 


BOLEN, CLAUD OREN 


C. O. Bolen 


Claud Oren Bolen was born October 21, 1895, at 
Temple, Bell County, Texas, and moved to San 
Angelo with his family about 1900 or 1901. He 
married Hester Eliza Murry, March 11, 1919, in San 
Angelo. Hester had moved with her family to San 
Angelo in 1913. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bolen had three sons and three 
daughters: Marguriete, born 1920, Ranger, Eastland 
County, Texas; Maryleene, born 1922, Ranger; 
Martha Jane, born 1934, Ranger; Claud Oren, Jr., 
born 1927, Borger, Hutchinson County, Texas; Max 
Eddie, born 1936, San Angelo; Pat Murry, born 1944, 
San Angelo. 

As a young child Claud rode his horse or walked 
all over the area around San Angelo. One of his 
favorite places was Twin Mountains. He only 
attended school to the seventh grade, but later 
attended the San Angelo Business School (fore- 
runner of ASU). He was an avid reader (history 
being one of his favorite subjects); thus he became a 
very well educated man. 

After working with his father, W.A. Bolen, and 
brothers, Walter and Leonard, on many construction 
projects in San Angelo and all over West Texas, 
Claud began to specialize in floor work. After 
spending some years in Ranger, he and Hester 
moved back to San Angelo in 1934. He started the 
C.O. Bolen Flooring Company. In the late 1930’s 
his office and shop were across the street from the 
high school. Around 1940, he built a shop and office 
behind the family home on South Monroe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bolen were members of the Eastern 
Star, and he later became a 32nd Degree Mason, 


and a Shriner. He was a member of the Lions Club 
and the Business Men’s Bible Class. 

Mr. Bolen died September 17, 1973, San Angelo, 
and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo. 

Mrs. Bolen died in San Angelo, November 15, 
1984, and she also is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Marguriete (Bolen) Hasty lives in San Angelo. 
Marylene (Bolen) Christensen lives in Glendale, 
Arizona. Claud O. Bolen, Jr. lives in Tempe, 
Arizona. Martha Jane (Bolen) Hickcox lives in 
Gilbert, Arizona. Max Eddie Bolen and Pat Murry 
Bolen live in Dallas, Texas. 


by Maryleene Christensen 


BOLEN, WILLIAM ABBOTT 


William Abbott Bolen was born March 1, 1869, 
in Washington County, Texas, the son of Sarah Hulda 
Abbott and Mathias Edmund Bolen. Mary Ann 
Glaser was born April 26, 1872, in Guadalupe 
County, Texas, daughter of Melinda Berry Smith 
and Julius Harmon Glaser. William and Mary Ann 
were married in Ballinger, Runnels County, Texas, 
in 1892. They moved to Temple, Bell County, where 
Claud Oren and Belah Denella were born. 

The young family moved to San Angelo in 1900 
or 1901 and Loleta Robena, Walter Jewel and 
Leonard Julius were born there. 

W.A. Bolen followed in his father’s footsteps as a 
builder. He was involved with building many 
homes and commercial buildings all over West 
Texas, including many of the lovely early day homes 
in San Angelo, the Wolcott home in Midland in 1917 
(which later became the Petroleum Club), the 
Sterling home in Sterling City and the El Paisano 
Hotel in Marfa about 1930. Mr. Bolen built his 
family a home on the Water Valley Road about 1901 
which has recently been moved to Bell Street and 
remodeled. 

When Mr. Bolen was working on the Sterling 
home, his nine year-old son, Claud, helped him. 
Many times on such jobs there was no place to stay 
or to eat (no Howard Johnsons or McDonalds in 
those days - and no child labor laws). They would 
carry their bedrolls, canvas cots and sleep out until 
enough of the building was done to sleep inside. 
They did what they called “batching” — cooked their 
food over a mesquite fire outside. 

The Bolen family was active in the Church of 
Christ wherever they lived. 

Claud, Walter and Leonard worked with their 
father from time to time; however, Claud started 
specializing in floor work about 1934. Walter was 
more of a general contractor and Leonard became a 
very accomplished finishing carpenter. 

When the oil boom hit Ranger, Texas, about 1917, 
W.A. and Claud were already working there. They 
built many of the first buildings including the first 
bank. 

William A. Bolen died in Ranger, April 26, 1931, 
and is buried there. Mary Ann died December 31, 
1959, in Big Spring and is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery beside her father, Julius H. Glaser, son 
Claud and others members of the family. 

The children of William A. and Mary Ann Bolen 
are (1) Claud Oren Bolen, born October 21, 1895, 
Temple, Bell County, Texas; died September 17, 
1973, at San Angelo, buried in Fairmount Cemetery; 
(2) Belah Denella Bolen, born May 3, 1898, 
Temple, Bell County, Texas; (3) Loleta Robena 
Bolen, born May 21, 1903, San Angelo, married in 


1920 to Leon McElhaney; (4) Walter Jewell Bolen, 

born July 7, 1905, San Angelo, living in Odessa in 

January, 1987; (5) Leonard Julius Bolen, born 

January 20, 1908, San Angelo, married in 1926, 

Karnes City, Texas, to Ottilia Pehl, died March 30, 

1982 at Temple, Bell County, buried at Llano, Texas. 
by Mrs. I.W. Christensen 


BOND, SUSAN and LORENZO 


General Robert Bond fought in the Revolutionary 
War under General Marian. General Bond married 
Sara, a girl immigrant, from Glasgow, Scotland. 
Their son James Bond, born in Tolberton, Georgia, 
married Polly Ann Ratcliff of French immigrant 
descent. Polly and James had nine children, one was 
Lorenzo Washington Bond. 

Thomas Guy, born near London, England, came 
to America with King George’s troops. He married 
Elizabeth Arnold from Birmingham, England. Their 
son Hinton Guy was born in 1800 in North Carolina. 
Hinton married Blanche Madison Killingsworth, a 
first cousin of President Madison, born in 1808 in 
Augusta, Georgia. Hinton and Blanche had ten 
children, one of them was Susan Ann Guy. 

Lorenzon Washington Bond married Susan Ann 
Guy February 21, 1853 in Talberton, Georgia. When 
Lorenzo came home after the Civil War in 1865, 
tales of Texas lured him and his wife from war- 
ravaged Georgia. They joined a wagon train and 
headed to Texas. Susan cooked hot bread on beds of 
coals and whatever she could find in the chuckbox, 
and occasionally wild game that Lorenzo provided. 
Some nights someone would play a fiddle or a 
mandolin, sometimes the people would sing or 
dance. They left the wagon train to settle in Central 
Texas, Williamson County in what was known as 
the Corn Hill section. In the fall, September 21, 
1866, another son was born, Tom Bond. He had five 
older siblings, Della was just three years older. Their 
father, Lorenzo, was a wheelwright or a blacksmith. 
The family moved every so often, settling down for 
a while then moving on. 

One time it is said that Susan was taking the 
children on a trip. She was driving a wagon. They 
stopped for the night and she had a miscarriage. The 
next morning she drove on to their destination. She 
and Lorenzo had a total of ten children. 

One tale told of Susan was that she was a small 
woman. When one of her older boys came in late 
one night she didn’t punish him. She waited until he 
was asleep, then she sewed his leather tough sheets 
together and then she whipped him. He didn’t pull 
that stunt again. 

Nancy Della Bond, called Della, was three when 
the family traveled with the wagon train. She 
married Edward Daniel Miller July 31, 1881. To- 
gether they had had twelve children. Her father died 
in Waldren County on July 8, 1898. Susan lived with 
Della in San Angelo for many years, her grand- 
children remember her talking fondly about Georgia. 
She died in Roswell, New Mexico on July 31, 1922. 

by Angela R. Case 


BOULWARE, FORD 


Edith Anson married Ford Millspaugh Boulware 
in April, 1947 at San Angelo, their common 
birthplace. 

Edith Boulware had previously married Capt. A. 
Ryland Howard II, a member of a widely known 
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Houston family. Capt. Howard was killed during the 
Normandy invasion of World War II, leaving a son, 
A. Ryland Howard III. 

Three of the sons of the 2nd Earl of Lichfield 
came to West Texas near the turn of the century to 
try their fortunes with ranching. One of these, 
William Anson, the father of Edith Boulware, 
purchasing the beautiful Head of the River Ranch 
near Christoval, won national renown as a breeder 
and judge of the American Quarter Horse. By 
selecting horses for the British Army for the Boer 
War, he gained an intimate knowledge of the breed, 
and the East Coast imported his horses not only for 
polo, but also for mounted police activities. He was 
a member of a nationally ranked New York polo 
team, frequently playing with it. 

A member of a prominent New York family, 
Louise VanWagenen married William Anson while 
pursueing her stage career. After William’s death in 
1926, she divided her time among Europe, New 
York and the ranch. Members of her family gained 
prominence in the fields of medicine and the 
sciences. 

Arriving in San Angelo from Kentucky in the early 
1900’s in search of a drier climate, Ford Boulware’s 
father, Lemuel Ford Boulware, married Sarah 
Millspaugh and became a partner with Penrose Ions 
in insurance. Unfortunately, and despite the healthier 
climate of this region, he died within a few years. 
The Boulwares were Kentucky farmers and bankers. 

Sarah Millspaugh Boulware was a daughter and 
granddaughter of two well known West Texas 
families. Her father, J.L. Millspaugh, came to San 
Angelo from New York in the 1870’s, becoming Post 
Sutler for Fort Concho. He organized and developed 
several of the city’s municipal industries. His wife, 
Sarah Sanderson, was a daughter of John Sanderson, 
a former Wisconsin State Senator who entered into 
the sheep and banking business of West Texas in the 
late 1800’s. He was a founder and first president of 
the San Angelo National Bank; his son-in-law, 
Charles Hobbs, became a later president of that 
institution. 

Sarah Millspaugh Boulware, one of eight chil- 
dren, attended the University of Texas, joining the 
Pi Beta Phi sorority, and upon the death of her 
husband became a leading San Angelo business 
woman and Postmistress of the city in the late 
twenties. 

Although a portion of her early years was spent at 
the ranch, Edith Anson Boulware lived, for the most 
part, in Europe, attending schools in Switzerland, 
France and England. Returning to New York, she 
was a student there at the Chapin School, joined the 
New York Junior League, and later enrolled in Smith 
College. She has been active and a leader in both 
Christoval and San Angelo civic organizations. 

Ford Boulware, after graduation from the San 
Angelo school system, attended New Mexico 
Military Institute and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, graduating with a degree in Mining 
Engineering in 1936. After mining near Salt Lake 
City for some years, he commanded an Army 
Engineer Combat Battalion during the European 
invasions of World War IL, retiring as a Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1946. After their marriage in 1947, he 
returned with his family to West Texas to operate 
the ranch. 

A. Ryland Howard III, Edith Boulware’s son, after 
some years in the Christoval and San Angelo schools, 
attended St. Paul’s School in New Hampshire. 
Graduating from Harvard College in 1967, he 
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obtained his law degree from the University of Texas 

and became a partner in a well known law firm in 

San Antonio. He is very active in various educational, 

recreational and social affairs, marrying Pamela 

Fitzsimons of that city and Carrizo Springs in 1985. 
by Edie Boulware 


BOWERS, MAURINE 
(BULLOCK) 


Maurine Bullock Bowers 


Maurine Bullock began her teaching career at age 
seven, when she hurried home each day to teach her 
five year old brother everything she had learned in 
her first grade classroom. Later she taught a younger 
sister in the same way. Maurine was born July 23, 
1909, in Tom Green County, the daughter of Robert 
Franklin and Rosa Bullock. 

She was valedictorian of the class of 1926 at San 
Angelo High School. At Howard Payne College she 
majored in Spanish, with English and education as 
minors, and was listed in “Who’s Who” in journalism 
for her work on the annual and the college news- 
paper. 

In her first job at Brooksmith, fifteen miles south 
of Brownwood, she taught Spanish, English and 
homemaking, sponsored junior and senior classes, 
directed plays for each high school class and coached 
girls’ basketball. 

Returning to San Angelo, she taught fifth and sixth 
grades at Santa Rita. During World War II she moved 
to the Junior High School on Magdalen to sponsor 
“Flashes,” the school paper, and taught eighth grade 
English. Moving to the new Robert E. Lee Junior 
High School in 1949, she taught Texas History and 
English and sponsored the school newspaper, the 
“Rebellaire.”’ 

In 1956 she received the masters degree in 
counseling and guidance from Southern Methodist 
University and in 1958 became a counselor at Lee. 

In 1965 she and Virgil Bowers, a Howard Payne 
classmate, were married at Anson. He retired from 
the Texas Highway Department. She retired from 
teaching that same year. 

Maurine gave nineteen years of service to the 
First Baptist Church Sunday school in San Angelo, 


acting as teacher or superintendent of the junior 
department. 

Alife member of National Education Association, 
Texas State Teachers’ Association and PTA, 
Maurine held state offices. She served on the 
executive board of the Texas Classroom Teachers’ 
Association 1952-1954, and the Texas State 
Teachers’ Association Board 1953-1958, and was 
secretary of the Texas Council for the Social Studies. 
In 1957 she was one of fifteen members of the State 
Textbook Committee, evaluating over 200 text- 
books. She and J.D. Rickard collaborated on a Texas 
History text for seventh graders, Your Texas History, 
which was adopted by the state. 

Virgil and Maurine Bowers shared an interest in 
Texas history as members of the Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Society and the Tom Green County 
Historical Society. She was a member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma and The American Association of University 
Women. 

Maurine Bowers died April 29, 1977. 

by Herbert L. Bullock 


BOWMAN, C.R. 


Charles Robert Bowman and his wife, Mary 
Clinton Bowman, and their two daughters, Edith and 
Maude, came to San Angelo in 1888 from Brown 
County. Charles Bowman was a skilled rock mason, 
and had part in the building of many structures in 
the area, including the Sherwood Courthouse. 

The two daughters attended school in the old 
school building on Magdalen Street, which was 
constructed with rock from the Courthouse that was 
destroyed by the Ben Ficklin flood. Edith, the older 
girl, was the very first graduate of the school, and 
later taught in several area schools - Crows Nest, 
which was east of town, Christoval and Sherwood. 
Maude was a milliner in San Angelo, and it was here 
that she met, and later married Arthur Glover in 
August, 1901. 

Charles Bowman died in 1903, and Mary Bowman 
in 1920. 

by E. G. Glover and 
Marie Glover Bankston 


BOYD, SAM RANDOLPH 


Sam Randolph Boyd was born February 2, 1885, 
in Hill County, Texas. He moved with his family to 
Tom Green County when he was 12 years old. They 
settled at Crows Nest near Miles, Texas, then later 
moved to Knickerbocker, Texas. 

On September 6, 1906, he married Willye 
Etheridge, daughter of John Boyd Etheridge, who 
ran a store and Post Office in Knickerbocker. Their 
children were John, Lila, Billie Lou, Sam (Sony), 
Christine and Deane. 

The children went to the little red school house 
on the side of the hill, until the new brick school 
was built. Sam Boyd and his two older sons, John 
and Sony, helped haul brick and gravel for the new 
school. It was built around 1927. 

Mrs. Willye Boyd was Postmistress in Tankersley 
for several years. 

Sam Boyd was a government trapper in his 
younger days. He set his first trap when he was 21. 
He always had boys around him when he was 
trapping or when he was home. He could tell some 
good stories about the wolves he caught, some were 


Sam R. Boyd, Sr. on right (man on left not identified). 
Live coyote caught in the Tankersley area, Oct. 1929. 


two-legged, three-legged, or four-legged. The two- 
or three-legged had twisted or gnawed their legs off. 
Instead of tying the trap to a tree, he would have a 
drag hook on the chain. The hook would catch on a 
tree, bush or even on the ground. Sometimes the wolf 
would twist his leg off. 

He worked for the government for 40 years. After 
retiring from the government, he liked to set a trap 
now and then “just for fun” is what he said when he 
caught the lynx cat on the Webster ranch, northeast 
of San Angelo. Lynx cats are rarely heard of in this 
part of the country. This one weighed 45 pounds. 


aa +4 
An ad 
Sam Randolph and Willye Birdie (Etheridge) Boyd, 
50th Wedding Anniversary, September 2, 1956. 


Mrs. Willye Boyd passed away June 7, 1965. Mr. 
Sam Boyd passed away January 9, 1978, almost 93 
years old. Both are buried in the Knickerbocker 
Cemetery. 

by Billie Lou Bockman 


BOYD, SAM RANDOLPH, JR. 


Boyd, Branham, Bockman families: Front row, | to r: Birdie Ann Branham (Brooks , Sammy Boyd, Karen 


Boyd, Shannon Branham. Second row: Collier Branham, Duane Branham, Deane Boyd, Faye Boyd, Willye 
Birdie Boyd, Sam R. Boyd, Sr. Back row: Sam (Sonny) Boyd, Merle Boyd, Johnie Bockman, Billie (Boyd) 


Bockman, John Boyd. September 1962. 


Sam R. Boyd, Jr. was born in Knickerbocker, 
Texas on January 26, 1916. His parents were Sam 
Randolph Boyd, Sr. (born 1885, Hill County, 
Texas) and Willie Birdie Etheridge Boyd. He 
attended school in Knickerbocker during the first 
grade and continued his education in Tankersley, 
Texas in the following years. He helped haul the 
bricks to build the Tankersley school-house. In 1937 
he married Merle Journeay Boyd in San Angelo. One 
child was born in San Angelo; Sammy Etheridge/ 
Boyd (1941) who with his wife, Jean, and son, 
Marcus, reside in Leander, Texas. This Scotch-Irish 
Boyd family first came to Texas (1857, Montgomery 
County) from Mississippi having roots back to 
1799 in Columbia, South Carolina. 

Sam Randolph Boyd, Jr. as a child experienced 
a wide range of activities. His father, Sam R. Boyd, 
Sr. was a government trapper for the State of 
Texas and Sam, Jr. sometimes accompanied his 
father on “hunts” across the state. Sam, Jr. learned 
to hunt, trap, fish and take care of whatever 
needed to be done during those days when a man 
had to be fairly self-reliant in order to survive. Sam, 
Jr. would often talk of the times he had fishing on 
Spring Creek where he spent many of childhood 
days. 

His experiences enabled him to have the 
confidence in his ability to tackle any job no matter 
how difficult. He always had a positive “can-do” 
attitude toward life. As a young man, Sam, Jr. 
worked on the M.D. Bryant Ranch near Tankersley. 
He also carried the mail for 4 years (1938-41) from 
Tankersley to Knickerbocker. He was also the 
Constable for Precinct 4 (Knickerbocker/Tankersley) 
from 1940-1941. In 1945 he moved his family to 
San Angelo where he held a variety of jobs such as 
truck driver, electric motor repairman, ice delivery 
man, and bread delivery man. He built his family a 
house on West 26 Street, doing every bit of the work 
himself. He later built another house on East 
43rd Street on which he did most of the work him- 
self. He is a man of many trades in that he could 
overhaul cars, build houses, ranch, farm, make 


shoes and boots, etc. He later settled into the trade 
of leather work making boots for M.L. Leddy for 11 
years and riding equipment for Southwest 
Stockman’s Supply for 15 years, where he managed 
the leather shop for 14 years. In 1961 Mr. Boyd 
made his son a pair of shoes with which to start 
college at Texas Tech. 

Mr. Boyd always enjoyed animals and raised 
calves, sheep, and chinchillas on different occasions. 
He enjoys keeping up with world events, science and 
politics. On August 27, 1987 Mr. and Mrs. Boyd 
observed their 50th wedding anniversary. 

by Sam E. Boyd 


BOYD, THEODORE DAVID 


Theodore David Boyd Sr. was born in Choctaw 
County, Mississippi, March 13, 1843. He moved to 
Montgomery County, Texas, in 1861. At the age of 
18, he joined the Confederate Army in Montgomery 
County, Texas, and served on the Gulf Coast about 
Galveston, Houston and Sabine Pass until the end 
of the Civil War. After the war, he moved back to 
Choctaw County, Mississippi, where he married 
Cherrie Margaret Etheridge in 1871. Their children 
were John, Renna, Theodore, Tom, Sam, Ed, Vivian, 
Floyd and Carrie Lou. 

Theodore David Boyd Sr. served three terms as 
Sheriff of Choctaw County and one term as 
Treasurer, ending in 1884. In 1884, he moved to Hill 
County, Texas; from there he moved to Tom Green 
County, Texas. He lived near Miles at Crows Nest. 
He and his family bought twelve sections of land at 
Crows Nest. He built the first fence in Tom Green 
County, which was then open range. 

In later years he bought land in Tankersley, Texas, 
from Mr. Fayette Tankersley. It was the townsite land. 
He was Postmaster at Tankersley from 1910 to 1926. 
He was a member of the Presbyterian Church and 
lived a true Christian life; his hospitable home was 
always open to ministers of all denominations. 

Theodore David Boyd passed away November 9, 
1926, at the age of 83, and is buried in the 
Knickerbocker Cemetery. 
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Theodore David Boyd Family 
Left to right, 1st row - sitting, John Roberson Boyd, Grandmother Lucretia Jane Etheridge, Cherrie Margaret 
Boyd, Theodore David Boyd (husband of Cherrie Margaret); son, Theodore David Boyd, Jr.; 2nd row: 
Willye Birdie Boyd (wife of Sam Boyd), John Theodore Boyd (son of Sam and Willye); Tom Boyd, Carrie 
Lou Boyd, Edward Boyd. Standing (back row), Sam Boyd, Floyd Boyd, Renna St. John, Little Floyd St. John 


and Fayette St. John (husband of Renna). 


Cherrie Margaret Boyd passed away March 15, 
1942, at the age of 88 years. She is buried in the 
Knickerbocker Cemeetery. 

by Billie Lou Bockman 


BOYKIN, CHARLIE and 
ZELLA 


“7 ass.) | 
Charlie and Zella Boykin made in about 1937. 


Charlie Lee Boykin and Zella Murtishaw were 
married in Robert Lee, Texas, July 14, 1907. They 
lived in San Angelo for a brief time before moving 
to Gillette, Wyoming, to ranch. 
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While in Wyoming, a daughter, Maurine, was 
born, but died shortly after birth in 1908. On March 
5, 1909, a son, Curtis Lamar, was born. 

The family moved back to Tom Green County in 
1910, where their other two children were born. A 
second son, Lois Elbert, was born November 16, 
1912, and a daughter, Dessa Gwen, was born July 8, 
1915. 

Charlie Boykin farmed and then in the 1920s 
worked for Wood Motor Company selling Fordson 
tractors. 

The family went to church and Sunday school in 
a school building in Scherz community, about 15 
miles south of San Angelo. Later, they would go to 
church in a new facility built in the 1920s across the 
road from Fairview School. Years later, the church 
would be torn down and the Boykins would use the 
materials from the old church to build a three- 
bedroom house about a quarter-mile east of the 
school. The house still stands today. 

In the mid 1920s, the Boykins, two uncles, an aunt 
and a family friend took a month long vacation. They 
made an extensive tour of Montana, Wyoming, and 
South Dakota, seeing such attractions as Yellowstone 
Park, the Black Hills and Wind Cave. 

In the 1930s, Charlie Boykin formed the Rainbow 
Dairy, an operation that continued into the 1950s with 
the help of Dessa Gwen’s husband, Kenneth Gordon 
Brodnax. 

The Boykins’ first grandchildren were Tommye 
Lee Boykin and Gerald Lamar Boykin. In 1948, two 
other grandchildren were born, Wayne Boykin, and 
Kenneth Gordon Brodnax, Jr., Wade Boykin and 
Mrya Dessa Brodnax were the last grandchildren 
born. 

For entertainment, Zella Boykin loved to entertain 
family and friends. Charlie Boykin was an avid 
domino player. 

Charlie Boykin died in June, 1956 and Zella died 
in July, 1975. 


I always felt that my parents, Charlie and Zella 
Boykin, were good parents who were not only special 
to family members, but to friends and acquaintances, 
too. 

by Gwen Boykin Brodnax 


BOYKIN, ROY 


Roy R. Boykin went deer hunting at Wilson’s ranch. 


In September, 1928, Fairview School opened with 
at least two new pupils: Elaine Brodnax in the 4th 
grade and Roy Boykin in the 3rd grade. During the 
next seven years, these two spent many days together, 
during the school terms, but no serious friendship 
developed until December, 1935. 

On November 20, 1937, Roy and Elaine were 
married in San Angelo. A daughter, Barbara Ann, 
was born October 28, 1938. Roy served in the U.S. 
Navy from May, 1944 to January, 1946. After his 
tour of duty, Roy worked as a carpenter and followed 
that trade until retirement in September, 1984. A son, 
Richard Lynn, was born July 10, 1945. 

Barbara married James W. Landers, and Richard 
Lynn married Pat Churchill. Barbara and Jim have 
three children: Paul, who lives in Lubbock, Texas; 
Mark, who lives in Atlanta, Georgia; and Pamela, 
who lives in Tyler, Texas. 


‘ | 2f es 
Roy R. Boykin family. Left to right, Roy Boykin, 
Elaine Boykin, Paul Landers, Pamela Landers, Mark 
Landers, Jim Landers, and Barbara Landers. 


Richard and Pat have one son, Tony Churchill, 
and one granddaughter, Katy. Richard served in the 
Navy from January, 1969 through December, 1970. 
Elaine is a fervent collector of old dolls, bears and 
quilt designs. 


by Elaine Boykin 


BOYKIN, WILLIAM 
ROBERSON 


re 


William Roberson Boykin 


William Roberson “Rob” Boykin born March 5, 
1860, married Thisbe Youngblood in 1881. In the 
late 1880s, Rob and Thisbe moved their three small 
children from Menard County to Coke County to 
homestead land. Four more children were born to 
them in Coke County. Rob and Thisbe made two 
family moves - from Coke to Runnels County - from 
Runnels to Tom Green - in the early 1900s. 

Rob Boykin established himself in the real estate 
business in San Angelo and built a two-story home 
for his family at the corner of Baker and Rust Streets. 
An eighth child, W.R. Boykin, Jr. was born there. 
Maude, Melvin, and Viola were still living at home. 
Two daughters, Mignon and Clarissa, had died in 
their childhood. Two older sons, Ellie and Charlie, 
had gone to Wyoming to “seek their fortunes.” 

It was during the “real estate’? period that Rob 
Boykin acquired land on the Lipan Flat. He bought 
a section of land in the Scherz Community and about 
the same amount in the Bismarck Community 
(1906). During this time, his children were being 
married. Ellie Boykin married Julia Adams, Charlie 
Boykin married Zella Murtishaw, Melvin Boyd 
married Vaye McPherson and Viola Boykin was 
married to Homer DeShazo. 

As a means of solving his problem of being “land 
poor,” Rob Boykin divided the Scherz land into four 
plats, thus arranging homesites for his married 
children. This arrangement allowed the children 
credit for a “downpayment” on land they could finish 
paying out. To Rob, who was always concerned with 
the welfare of his children, this was intended as a 
means of helping the couples get started as young 
married. 

Rob and Thisbe moved to a homesite on the 
Bismarck place about a mile from the Bismarck 
School. He remodeled the house and built barns and 
animal lots, including a concrete underground silo 
and a concrete cellar. Thereafter, the property was 
called the “Homeplace.” 

A private telephone line was strung to his four 
children in the Scherz Community with specified 
“rings” for each house. Rob’s “ring”’ was “one-long- 
ring.” He also had a connection to Central in San 
Angelo. This was a service to his neighbors who 
came to his house to “borrow the phone.” 

After World War I, about 1926 or 1927, the 
community name was changed from Bismarck to 
Fairview and still is today. 


The farm at Fairview was the site for many family 
gatherings on special days. His children and 
grandchildren, his brother’s children and 
grandchildren, his cousins, and friends would feast 
on “take-in” dinners. The men of the families were 
“first-served.”’ The “little girls’ were served on 
“Grandpa’s big trunk.” 

Thisbe Boykin died at the farm home in 1924. 
She had suffered a paralytic stroke about ten years 
earlier. 

William Roberson Boykin died in 1945 at the age 
of eighty five. He and Thisbe are buried in the Robert 
Lee Cemetery. 

Hallie Orman Boykin died July, 1981 (in her mid- 
nineties) at the home of her daughter Lucille Boykin. 
She is buried at Stillwater, Oklahoma. 

Walton “Walt” R. Boykin (W.R Boykin, Jr.) lives 
with his wife, Latane, in Cerretos, California. He 
will observe his seventy-ninth birthday in October 
1987. 

by Gladys B. McClure 


BRADEN, FELIX and IDA 


Felix Braden and Ida Braden, 1950 


Felix Andrew Braden was born May 31, 1884, in 
Colorado County, Texas, the son of Jacob and 
Elizabeth (Hennecke) Braden. On November 7, 
1907, he married Ida Feist in St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Rowena, Texas. Ida was the daughter of 
Mike and Anna (Mayer) Feist, pioneer stock farmers 
in Runnels County. 

Felix and Ida had ten children and raised them 
with a lot of German heritage. They are: Walter, 
deceased, who married Ella Bubenik; L.V. who 
married Elizabeth Hoelscher; Rosalie who married 
P.C. Hoelscher; Harvey who married Willie Mae 
Schwartz; Ernest who married Annie Havlak; David 
who married (1) Delores Pechacek, (2) Della 
Blaschke; Mae Dell who married (1) Forrest 
Eggemeyer, deceased (2) Jess Slaughter; Christine 
who married Jerry Sefcik and Mary Ann who married 
Calvin Pelzel. One son, Raymond died at age six. 

Felix and Ida came to Tom Green County in 1925 
with their family settling on two sections of prairie 
land located ten miles east of San Angelo along 


FM765, running mostly sheep. They did stock 
farming eighteen years in Olfen, Runnels County, 
prior to this move. In 1928 they built a red brick 
house to accommodate the family; three high silos 
for hay storage and this stock farm soon became a 
county landmark. Later on commercial cattle were 
added which carried brand 62 (sixty-two) on the hip. 

The stock farm raised wheat and oats with some 
cotton and milo being introduced in the late 1930s. 
In the early 1930’s Felix sold 320 acres of this 
property; and later purchased 320 acres five miles 
east on the same highway. 

In 1927 the Bradens donated ten acres of property 
to Amarillo Catholic Diocese where a school and 
community center were to be built and be named St. 
Anthony School and Community Center. The 
Bradens led community men in building the center 
and getting the funds together to pay for it. Their 
children attended school here. 

In 1946 Mr. Braden along with his five sons 
purchased five sections of prairie land in Glasscock, 
Upton, Midland and Reagan counties. This 
investment proved fruitful in that the first oil well 
on the Sprayberry Field started production in early 
1950's. 

Mr. Braden was active in early Tom Green County 
civic and community activities and enjoyed hunting, 
fishing and outdoor life. Mrs. Braden gave all of her 
time to her family, raising a large garden and 
chickens, and quilting. They attended Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church and later became members of St. 
Ambrose Catholic Church. Felix and Ida Braden are 
at their eternal rest in St. Ambrose Cemetery, Wall, 
while their German heritage continues in Tom Green 
County through their children and grandchildren. 

by Tempe Gerngross 


BRADEN, HARVEY M. and 
WILLIE M. 


Willie Mae Braden and Harvey Braden 


Harvey Braden has been associated with 
agriculture in east Tom Green County since his early 
youth. Today his farming interests include property 
in Tom Green and Upton counties. His row crops 
include cotton, milo and small grains and he has 
raised livestock. His summer vegetable gardens have 
attracted many San Angelo people. 

Harvey Michael Braden, fifth born child to Felix 
and Ida Braden, was born on March 6, 1918 in Olfen 
in Runnels County. He married Willie Mae Schwartz 
on December 27, 1939 in Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, San Angelo. Willie Mae, youngest child born 
to Joseph and Sophie Loika Schwartz, was born on 
October 1, 1914 in Moravia, Lavaca, County, Texas. 
The Bradens are parents of six children: Tempe who 
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married Frank Gerngross, Jr. and lives at Wall; 
Wilbert who married Joyce Dierschke and lives at 
Midkiff, Texas; Norma who married Don Gilman 
and lives in San Angelo; Michael who married Ruby 
Sturm and lives at Wall; Anna who married William 
Bartosh and lives at San Angelo and James who 
married Kathy Feist and lives at Wall. 

Harvey’s first farming year was 1938 and 
consisted of eighty acres of cotton and milo. It was 
planted with a gasoline powered Farmall tractor 
pulling a two row horse drawn manual operated 
planter which had been converted to tractor use. 

The Bradens were pioneer farmers in Upton 
County having bought one section of prairie land in 
1948 and putting a portion in cultivation in 1950. 
Then in 1951 the Sprayberry Oil Field’s production 
began and soon this property had oil on it. 

Harvey came to Tom Green County with his 
parents, Felix and Ida Braden, in 1925 moving from 
Olfen in Runnels County. His father taught him the 
art of farming and during his growing years, he was 
expected to help with all farming chores and animal 
chores. Harvey attended school at St. Anthony 
Catholic School and Hess Averitt. As youngsters, 
Harvey and his brothers on Saturday mornings would 
accept neighbor’s wheat and corn seed and grind it 
into meal on a stone mill for a fee. 

Mrs. Braden came to Tom Green County in 1936 
after a short teaching career in Lavaca County. She 
attended schools at Moravia, Texas and Southwest 
Texas State at San Marcos. 

The Bradens operated a beef club for eight years 
in the 1940’s with Harvey serving as the butcher. 
With no deep freezers, beef club members provided 
one animal a year which was shared with other 
members. Mr. Braden was secretary of Germania 
Insurance Company in Tom Green County from 
1952-1960. 

The Bradens are active members of St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church, and its organizations at Wall. They 
enjoy fishing, hunting, gardening and outdoor life. 

by Tempe Gerngross 


BRANHAM, LEWIS VIRGIL 


Lewis Virgil Branham was born September 7, 
1901, in Rains County, Texas. On January 18,1921, 
he married Clara Gertrude Wade, born September 
19, 1902, in Rains County, Texas. They had four 
children: Virgil Dexter Branham, born in 1923, 
married Dorothy Moore; Billy Joe Branham, born 
in 1927, married Clare Reynolds; Mary Joyce 
Branham, born in 1931, married John Wylie, Jr.; 
Robert Dexter Branham, born in 1942, married Helen 
Sue Whittenburg. There are ten grandchildren and 
at the present time, eighteen great-grandchildren. 

Because other members of the family had moved 
to Tankersley, Texas, Virgil and Clara decided to 
move there in July, 1922. A party of seven came by 
covered wagon. The journey took them a total of 
sixteen days. One night while they were camped, a 
horned toad got in a bedroll with one of the guests. 
He thought it was a rattlesnake! The last night of the 
trip they camped in Fairmount Cemetery (which they 
did not know until morning)! They had to camp next 
to Virgil’s parents for several months because they 
had no house (1923). 

After moving and farming, they were unhappy, 
so they decided to move back to Rains County, Texas 
(1926). After farming there for several years, Virgil 
developed chills. To be able to keep his health, they 
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had to move back to Tankersley, Texas (1930). Virgil 
and Clara were involved in farming and all 
community activities. They especially enjoyed and 
took a big part in community singings. 

Virgil Dexter started to school in Tankersley and 
rode horseback. They later moved to Sherwood 
Community where Billy Joe started to school. Virgil 
was on the school board. 

Clara’s parents were the late Dexter and Ella Wade 
who also moved to Sherwood from Rains County, 
Texas (1933). Dexter died of tuberculosis in 1935 
and was buried in Sherwood Cemetery. Ella later 
moved to Dallas, Texas. She died in 1960 and was 
buried in Dallas, Texas. 

After moving to Stephenville, Texas in 1939, 
Virgil farmed for another three years. In 1943 he 
moved in to Stephenville and started working for an 
insurance company. Virgil retired in January, 1966 
and they moved back to San Angelo, where Virgil 
died October 13, 1973. Virgil was buried in 
Sherwood Cemetery. Clara is living at Baptist 
Memorial Hospital. Their son Virgil Dexter died 
January 23, 1986. 

by Mary Wylie 


BRANHAM, ROBERT LEWIS 


Robert Lewis and Ollie (Wall) Branham and 3 of 
their children, Ocie, Pearl, and Olus. 


Robert Lewis Branham was the son of James W. 
and Eveline Branham (he of Irish descent and she, 
Dutch). Robert (Bob) was born March 6, 1863 in 
Birmingham, Alabama. He married Sarah Ollie Wall 
on February 14, 1889, in Chalkville, Jefferson 
County, Alabama. His brother, Rev. Talt Branham, a 
Baptist preacher, officiated. To the couple were born 
nine children: three infants died at birth, Ocie May 
born 1891, died July, 1919; Olus born January 27, 
1893, died August 4, 1983; Pearl born July 26, 1896; 
died in 1983; Virgil born September, 1901, died 
October 13,1973; Collier born July 10, 1904, died 
November, 1973; and Troy born September 2, 1908, 
died in July, 1973. 

Robert had a high value on better things in life: 
good character, always being a true friend to 
everyone, and above all deep religious convictions. 


Their children never departed from the principles 
and became a good influence everywhere they lived. 

Robert and his family came to Texas when the 
oldest son was 7 years old, in a covered wagon along 
with them Ollie’s sister and her husband, Annie and 
Mack Rylant. They brought with them their cows, 
pigs, chickens, and a riding horse. They rode across 
the Mississippi River on a ferry before the 
Mississippi bridge was built. Not knowing where 
they would locate, they camped in different places 
before making a decision. Finally, they chose Emory 
in Rains County. Bob bought 100 acres about three 
miles from Emory in the Willow Springs School 
District. They lived in the covered wagon until he 
could cut timber and build a log cabin. It was only 
one large room. Later he built a large nice home from 
the timber of his own land which he had sawed at 
the local sawmill. He had a small cotton and corn 
field. He also had a sorghum field and made his own 
syrup. 

In 1917, there was a rage of influenza and 
tuberculosis in the area. After losing his oldest son 
(1919) and his wife (1917) and two of his other sons 
becoming very ill, he decided to move to West Texas. 
The death of his son and daughter-in-law left four 
small children to his care. He heard that West Texas 
and Tom Green County was a great place for good 
health. A Mr. Cox who had moved to Tankersley from 
Emory, with the help of Mrs. Cox and their daughter, 
started the Branhams’ move to Tankersley. Mr. 
Branham farmed the Cox land on the Concho River 
near the Twelve Mile Bridge. It had not rained in the 
area for three years, according to local residents. Mr. 
Branham decided to move back to Emory, but Mr. 
Cox persuaded him to wait until after May 15, as 
they would usually receive some rain about this time 
of the year. It started to rain on May 12. Neighbors 
living along the river were forced to leave their 
homes and swim across the river on horses. Mr. 


Ollie and Robert Lewis Branham. Picture taken when 
they retired and moved from Tankersley in 1931 to 
Emory, Texas. 


Branham had a very successful year as a cotton 
farmer. 

Mr. Shorty Hare had started to help the Branhams 
move, but had car trouble; so part of the family came 
on the train and others came with Mr. Cox. When 
they arrived there was no place for them to stay until 
their household possessions arrived by train from 
Emory. Theodore Boyd, who picked up the mail from 
the train and delivered it to the post office, found 
places for the family. Part of the family stayed with 
Grandpa Mitchner and the others with Grandpa 
Boyd. 

Robert moved from the Cox farm to the Pfluger 
farm before returning to Emory in 1931, to retire. 
Ollie died May 17, 1945, at the age of 73 and was 
buried in Turner Cemetery in Rains County, Texas. 
Robert died January 12, 1950 at the age of 86. He 
was buried in Turner Cemetery in Rains County, 
Texas. 

by Ava Kennedy 


BRAUN, FATHER SERRAN R. 


Father Serran R. Braun 


Serran R. Braun was born November 4, 1927 in 
Cincinnati, Ohio to Otto Michael Braun and Rose 
Helen Fritz Braun. 

He was ordained to the Catholic Priesthood at the 
Holy Family School of Theology, Oldenburg, 
Indiana, by the Most Reverend Paul C. Schulte, D.D., 
Archbishop of Indianapolis, Indiana, June 9, 1955. 

He served as Associate Pastor from 1955 to 1957, 
at Sacred Heart Church, San Angelo, Texas. 

After two years on assignment in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, he joined the United States Air Force. His 
assignments in the Air Force included the following: 
Lackland Military Training Center, San Antonio, 
Texas; Glasgow AFB, Glasgow, Montana; Hamilton 
AFB, San Raphael, California; McChord AFB, 
Tacoma, Washington; Elmendorf AFB, Anchorage, 
Alaska; Vance AFB, Enid, Oklahoma; 6937th 
Communications Group, Peshawar, Pakistan; Udorn 
Royal Thai Air Force Base, Udorn, Thailand; 
Lockbourne AFB, Columbus, Ohio; United States 
Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colorado; 
TUSLOG, Detachment 94, Karamursel, Turkey; 
Mather AFB, Sacramento, California; Goodfellow 
AFB, San Angelo, Texas. 


Father Serran received the following awards and 
decorations; Bronze Star Medal, 3 Air Force 
Meritorious Service Medals, Air Medal, 3 Air Force 
Commendation Medals, 2 Presidential Unit Citation 
Awards, 4 Air Force Unit Citation Awards, National 
Defense Service Medal, 5 Air Force Longevity 
Awards, Air Force Reserve Medal, Air Force 
Marksmanship Award, 5 Vietnamese Campaign 
Awards, Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm, 
and the Vietnamese National Defense Service Medal. 

Lieutenant Colonel Serran Braun, Chaplain United 
States Air Force, retired March 1, 1981, at 
Goodfellow A.F.B., San Angelo, Texas. 

Highlights of his military career included meals 
spent in the company of General Alexander M. Haig 
Jr. Commander in Chief of N.A.T.O., Prince Juan 
Carlos, the present King of Spain, and Crown Prince 
Michael, son of the last King of Afghanistan, and 
heir to the throne in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

After pastoring at parishes in Eldorado, Carlsbad 
and Robert Lee, Texas, Father Serran was appointed 
Pastor of Holy Angels Church, San Angelo, in 
October 1986. He is also Executive Director of 
Catholic Charities for the Diocese of San Angelo, 
Diocesan Director of the Campaign for Human 
Development, Diocesan Lecturer for the Teachers 
Certification Program of Religious Education, the 
first and only Chaplain of the San Angelo Police 
Department, Co-founder and Chaplain of the San 
Angelo Catholic Nurses Association, and a Fourth 
Degree Knight of Columbus. 

Father Serran belongs to the following 
professional, fraternal, and honorary Memberships: 

Third & Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus, Life 
Member Air Force Association, Life Member Retired 
Officers Association, Louisiana Brigadier General, 
Kentucky Colonel, Alabama Lieutenant Colonel, 
Honorary Member Thai Border Police, San Angelo 
Chamber of Commerce, Benevolent Order of Elks, 
American Legion, Kappa Delta Pi, Honor Society 
In Education, International Conference of Police 
Chaplains. 

by Angela R. Case 


BRIGHT, BURTON 


Burton Drane Bright 


Burton Drane Bright was born on December 12, 
1862 near Midlothian, Texas. His parents were 
Steven Drane and Susan Billingsley Bright, early 
Texas pioneers. In 1891, he married a young widow, 


Emma Robinson Cody of Glen Rose, Texas, and 
became a stepfather to her son, Thomas J. Cody, Jr. 
(1888-1960). Three sons were born in Glen Rose: 
William (1894), Ponder (1896), and Linden (1900). 
Two other sons were born to the family after their 
move to San Angelo: Richard (1906), and James 
(1908). 
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In 1900, Mr. Bright took a job with Findlater 
Hardware in San Angelo where he worked in the 
windmill department. A few years later, Mr Bright 
became a ranch foreman for the J.A. Loomis ranch 
near Mereta. A town home was purchased at Avenue 
J and Chadbourne where Mrs. Bright and the children 
lived during the school week. Tragedy struck the 
family in the summer of 1906 when Ponder, aged 
10, died of a ruptured appendix. He was buried at 
the Mereta Cemetery. 

Around 1913, Mr. Bright moved the family to 
Edinburgh where he became foreman of the Santa 
Cruz Ranch owned by Rufus Scott, a Dennison 
banker. Tragedy struck the family once again in June 
of 1919. William, who served in France during World 
War I, had just returned home. As a celebration, the 
family took a holiday to Point Isabel. William 
drowned in the Gulf and the body was never 
recovered. Concern for Mrs. Bright’s health led Mr. 
Bright to move the family away from the coast. 

The family returned to San Angelo in the summer 
of 1919 where they purchased a home at 402 West 
Avenue D. Mr. Bright operated the San Angelo 
Broom Factory for several years until it burned. He 
was also involved with contract work and helped to 
grade the San Angelo roads to Christoval and Wall. 
Mr. Bright died suddenly at his home on December 
15, 1929. 

Mrs. Bright, known as “Miss Emma’’ to both 
friends and family, lived on in the family home with 
her eldest son. Mrs. Bright was an active member of 
First Christian Church, the American Legion 
Auxiliary, and the Eastern Star. During World War 
II, while her two youngest sons were in the service, 
Miss Emma opened her home to couples assigned 
to Goodfellow Base and Mathis Field. 

Miss Emma suffered a heart attack in January of 
1956 and was confined to her home until her death 
on March 6, 1956. Her youngest son, James H. (Sam) 
Bright, is the only surviving son and still occupies 
the family residence. 

by Tom and Lynn Bright 


Emma Robinson Cody Bright 
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BRIGHT, JOHN D. 


John D. Bright, 1919-1983 


On April 29, 1919, a son, John D., was born to 
D.B. and Clara Mae (Massey) Bright of Coke 
County, Texas. Also welcoming John D. was an older 
sister, Allie Maurine, whose birthdate was June 19, 
1915. Children later born to this family were Jeryl 
Thomas Bright on April 12, 1925, and Ethel Marie 
Bright (Temple) on January 13, 1930. 

John D. grew up on the family farm in Coke 
County near Water Valley, Texas. He attended public 
schools and graduated from Water Valley High 
School in 1936. 

On August 13, 1938, John D. married a former 
classmate, Ruby Tommye Tedder, daughter of 
Thomas Ransom and Stella Erman Lawson Tedder. 
To this union were born two daughters: Merry Ann, 
on March 21, 1947, and Judith Gay, on April 13, 
1951. This marriage ended in divorce in early 1971. 
On May 28, 1971, John married Charlotte Lee. 


Left to right: Judith Gay and Merry Ann Bright, 
children of John D. Bright 


John served in the U.S. Navy from 1943 until 1945 
as Chief Metalsmith on the island of Attu in the 
Aleutian Chain. Upon his discharge from the Navy 
in December 1945, he returned to San Angelo and 
became engaged in the heating and air conditioning 
business. He owned Comfort Control Company and 
then became President and General Manager of John 
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Bright Enterprises, Inc., a mechanical contracting 
firm which operated throughout the state of Texas 
and in some eight neighboring states. In the early 
80’s he owned and operated Energy Conservation 
Systems, Inc., headquartered in San Angelo, and was 
a rancher. 

John was raised a Master Mason in San Angelo 
Lodge #570, June 29, 1945, and was a Past Master 
of Camp San Saba Lodge #555, Camp San Saba, 
Texas. He received his Scottish Rite Degrees in 1946 
and was a member of the Waco Scottish Rite Bodies. 
He was serving on the Inspector General’s Advisory 
Council, Valley of Waco and was First Lieutenant 
of the Waco Council of Kadosh at the time of his 
death. John received the rank and decoration of the 
Knight Commander Court of Honour on October 19, 
1981. He belonged to the Chapter, Council and 
Commandery of the York Rite Bodies of San Angelo, 
was a Charter/Life member of the Suez Shrine 
Temple, serving as Director in 1956 and was elected 
Illustrious Potentate in 1965. John also belonged to 
the Order of Eastern Star, Chapter #10, San Angelo, 
was Past Patron of Brady Chapter #167, O.E.S. and 
was a life member of Miles Chapter #672, O.E.S. 
He was elected to receive the degrees of the York 
Rite College of Lubbock and was a member of the 
Royal Order of Jesters, Court #160. He was 
appointed Grand Junior Deacon of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Texas and was installed 
in that office on December 4, 1982. 

Following a lengthy illness, John D. Bright 
departed from this life on July 22, 1983, at the age 
of 64. He is buried at Lawnhaven Cemetery in San 
Angelo, Texas. 

by Ann (Bright) Ellis 


BRIGHT, WILLIAM DRANE 


William Drane Bright was born on June 9, 1894 
in Glen Rose, Texas. His parents were Burton Drane 
and Emma Robinson Cody Bright. Five other 
brothers completed the family. Bill lived in Glen 
Rose until 1900 when the family moved to San 
Angelo. His father was foreman of the J.A. Loomis 
Ranch near Mereta but the family had a home in 
town at Avenue J and Chadbourne so the children 
could attend school. 

Bill graduated from San Angelo High School in 
1913. During the fall of 1912, he played on the 
school’s first football team coached by H.O. Jones. 


William Drane Bright 


He attended Rice University in Houston where he 
held the highest honors of his class for two years in 
mathematics. He earned a Civil Engineer’s degree 
in 1917 but he and his entire graduating class enlisted 
in the armed services instead of attending graduation 
exercises. 

Entering the first reserve officer’s training camp, 
Bill was given a second lieutenant’s commission. He 
sailed to France in the fall of 1917 where he spent 
four months learning modern methods of warfare. 
He returned to the United States in 1918 and was 
stationed at Camp Meade, Maryland, where he 
became an instructor. In May, he was promoted to 
First Lieutenant. 

After visiting his family for a short time, Bill 
returned to Camp Meade where he joined the 304th 
Engineers, 79th Division and sailed for France in 
July 1918. Eleven months of service on the Western 
Front followed where Bill’s unit was frequently 
involved in battle. 

Bill returned home on May 29, 1919 to Fort Dix 
where he received his discharge. He then rejoined 
his family, who were living in Edinburgh, Texas. As 
a celebration for his safe return, family and friends 
planned an outing at Point Isabel off Padre Island. 
Tragically, on June 23, 1919, having been home only 
a few days, Bill drowned in the Gulf and the body 
was never recovered. Later that summer, concern for 
Mrs. Bright’s health led the family to leave the area 
and return to San Angelo. At the present time, a 
Veteran’s headstone has been requested by the 
surviving family to be placed in the family plot at 
Fairmount Cemetery to honor Bill Bright. 

by Tom and Lynn Bright 


BRIGHTMAN, OSWELL 
FREDERICK 
“Fred” — “Pawdad” 


Oswell Fredrick Brightman with his wife, Rosa Fern 
Leinneweber 


Oswell Frederick “Fred” Brightman, was born 
down by the Jim Ned River in Coleman County. The 
date was December 1, 1888. His father, who was a 
District Attorney here in San Angelo for a while, 
was Lyman Howard Brightman. His mother’s name 
was Dora Ann Wyatt. 

When Fred was only three years old his parents 
moved from Coleman County to San Angelo. This 
is where he was raised, and where he spent most of 
the rest of his 94 years and 11 months. 

When he was a very young man he worked in the 
old “Bob Harper’s Saloon” on the corner of 
Chadbourne and Beauregard. He would tell his 


grandchildren many stories about how on Saturday 
night, the cowboys from the many ranches around 
the county, would come to town. They would have 
horse races down Chadbourne Street from Concho, 
which was the south end of town, to 5th, street which 
was the north end of town where the train depot was. 

Later on in his life he served as one of Tom Green 
Counties early day jailers. This was somewhere 
around 1909, I believe. During this period of time 
he said that most of the men wore a six-shooter on 
their hip. 

Fred moved away for a while to Roswell, New 
Mexico, where he worked for the Santa Fe Railroad. 
He was a fireman on one of their steam engines. As 
a matter of fact, one of the engines he used to fire on 
trips between Roswell and Belin, New Mexico, 
stayed here at the old Fort Concho museum. It has 
since been restored, and is number 500 at the Texas 
State Railroad in Rusk, Texas. 

It was while he was working for the railroad that 
he met Rosa Fern Leinneweber (Alexander). They 
were married at Roswell, New Mexico, November 
19th 1922. Shortly after their marriage, they moved 
back to San Angelo. 

Fred went to work in the late forties for the San 
Angelo Grain Elevator on Culwell street when they 
first opened their doors. He worked there for over 
twenty years. He would have worked there longer 
but he was forced to retire because of his age. He 
was in his 80’s at the time. 

During the 1950’s and the 1960’s he was a minister 
in the Christadelphian Church here. He also traveled 
around to many small towns such as San Saba, and 
Iraan, to preach. It can be said “he lived what he 
taught’. 

All of his family called him “Pawdad,” and even 
when he would meet someone new they would call 
him Pawdad. 

Pawdad lived a full life of love, adventure, joy, 
sadness, hardship, and good times. He passed away 
after almost 95 years, and most of these were spent 
living in San Angelo. This is the place he called his 
home. 

He died October 25th 1983 in San Angelo, and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


BRISTOW, LEE ANN 
(HARRINGTON) 


Lee Ann Harrington was born in San Angelo on 
January 29, 1958, the youngest child of William P. 
and Willetta M. Harrington. She began her early 
school years at Crockett Elementary School and later 
attended John Glenn Junior High. During these early 
years, in addition to normal school activities, Lee 
Ann was active in Brownie and later the Girl Scout 
programs, and also began to exhibit interest not only 
in music but in art as well. Artistic flower 
arrangements were one of her first activities and 
achievements while an elementary student at the 
Crockett School. 

At John Glenn and later at San Angelo Central 
High School, Lee Ann was active in the school choir, 
and during her senior year at Central High she was 
elected as student vice president of Chorale, the top 
choir group of the high school. 

Graduating from Central High School in May of 
1976, Lee Ann then entered Texas Tech in the fall of 
that year, majoring in a course for Interior Design, 
which utilized and developed the artistic talents she 


enjoyed. During her years while attending Tech, Lee 
Ann held several part-time jobs contributing toward 
her college expenses, and at the same time utilizing 
her abilities in interior design for household 
furnishing when employed by a local furniture 
company. 

She became a member of Alpha Chi Omega, 1976- 
77, received an art scholarship in 1980, and was listed 
in the Dean’s List for 1979-80 for academic 
excellence. She was also a participant in church 
activities, and in the summer of 1979 was a member 
of the Baptist Church Summer Missionary group sent 
to Alaska for a 10-week assignment. 

In August of 1980, Lee Ann completed her 
requirements for graduation from Texas Tech 
University. She remained in Lubbock employed by 
a furniture company and later in production of 
tapestry manufactured by a local firm. 

While attending Texas Tech, Lee Ann met Edward 
Brian Bristow, also a Tech student, majoring in 
Landscape Architecture and Park Management. 
Upon Brian’s graduation in the Spring of 1982, Brian 
and Lee Ann set their wedding date to take place on 
October 16, 1982, at the First Christian Church in 
San Angelo. Brian had just recently joined an 
architectural firm in San Antonio, and after their 
wedding, Brian and Lee Ann started making their 
home in that city. Lee Ann was first employed by 
Dianne Flack Associates, and then later with United 
Service Automobile Association as an interior 
designer, a position she holds at the present time. In 
1986, she was listed in the publication for that year 
entitled, “Outstanding Young Women of America.” 


Standing, Pat Harrington. Bottom, Lee Ann 
Harrington Bristow and Brian Bristow 


On December 8, 1987, Lee Ann and Brian had 
their first child, a daughter, Megan Ruth. 
by Billie Harrington 


BRODNAX, BARRY 
LUTHER 


Barry Luther Brodnax was born December 7, 
1959, in San Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas. His 
parents are Henry Orr and Virginia Lee Brodnax. 

He attended Santa Rita Grade School in San 
Angelo until the middle of the sixth grade, when his 
family moved to Wall, Texas. He graduated from 
Wall High School in 1978, being the third generation 


of the Luther and Opal Wood (his grandparents) 
family to attend school at Wall. He graduated from 
Wall High School in 1978, and then attended Angelo 
State University for two years. Then he started 
farming with his grandfather, Luther Wood, on his 
farm in Wall. 

During his growing up years, the family’s main 
entertainment was to play croquet in the backyard 
after supper. He also liked to go deer hunting with 
his Dad, remembering the time, when Barry Luther 
was about eight years old, they had just returned from 
hunting, and were in the pickup ready to get out, 
and the gun went off, shooting a hole in the bottom 
of the pickup. The dust did fly, but it was a good 
teaching lesson. 


—— = 


Mr. and Mrs. Barry Luther Brodnax 


In the summer of 1985, Barry Luther met Susan 
Denise Hafer, and they were married February 28, 
1987 at the First Baptist Church in San Angelo, 
Texas. Denise is the daughter of Charles and Joanna 
Hafer of San Angelo. She graduated from Stanford 
High School in 1978, and from Angelo State 
University in 1982. She is employed in San Angelo 
as a auditor. After their marriage, the couple 
remodeled Barry Luther’s grandparents’ old home 
on the farm in Wall. 

by Ginger Brodnax 


BRODNAX, BARRY 
ORR 


On August 13, 1928, Barry Orr Brodnax moved 
his family consisting of wife Linda Rose (Stork) and 
three children: Elaine, born May 18, 1920; Mary 
Ann, born September 20, 1924; and Henry O. 
(‘Boley’), born September 9, 1927, from Rockdale, 
Texas in Milam County, to a farm near Wall, Texas. 
Barry Orr farmed about 100 acres of land, and in the 
fall of the year he hauled cotton bales and cotton 
seed from the D.W. Hair Gin Company at Wall to 
the cotton mill in San Angelo. 

In the summer of 1930, the family home burned, 
house and contents a total loss. Friends and neighbors 
donated money, food, clothing and household goods 
to help the family to begin anew. 

November 1, 1931, twin daughters were born: 
Doris and Daisy. In January 1934, Alice Virginia 
joined the family. 

Barry Orr added a herd of dairy cattle to his 
farming. In 1938, the first grandchild was born. 
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Barry Orr Brodnax Family 
Front row, Barry Orr Brodnax and Linda Rose Brodnax, parents of left to right: Linda June, Fanny Lucille, 
Alice Virginia, Doris Fae, Daisy Mae, Henry Orr, Mary Ann and Dorothy Elaine 


In April, 1939, the sixth daughter was born, Fanny 
Lucille; and on August 13, 1943, Linda June was 
born. All of the children reside in Tom Green County, 
except three. Elaine married Roy Boykin, Mary Ann 
married L.H. (Bud) Lossing, Henry O. married 
Virginia Wood, Daisy married Wayne Mikeska, 


Doris married W.G. Yeary, Virginia married Kenneth 
Perry, Fanny Lucille is married to Marcus Munden, 
and Linda June is married to Curtis W. Day. 
Barry Orr passed away on February 20, 1982, and 
is buried in Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens. 
by Elaine Brodnax Boykin 


BRODNAX, ELLIOTT LYNN 


Elliott Lynn Brodnax 


Elliott Lynn Brodnax was born June 9, 1964 in 
the (then) Clinic Hospital on West Beauregard in San 
Angelo, and delivered by the long-time gynecologist, 
Dr. Roy Moon. Her parents are Henry Orr and 
Virginia Lee Brodnax. 

The first 7 1/2 years of her life were spent at 1913 
West Twohig, San Angelo, Texas, before the family 
moved to Wall, Texas, in 1971, where her mother 
was born, and her grandparents, Luther and Opal 
Wood, have lived for 83 years. 

Elliott’s love for animals is evident in the backyard 
family pictures made when she was quite young, as 
she was always holding Blackie, the family dog. She 
now has two chihuahuas, Arnold and A.J., that are 
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the apple of her eye. The family’s favorite vacation 
spot was Big Bend National Park, and Blackie 
accompanied them on one of these trips, walking all 
the trails with the family. When the family moved to 
Wall, living on the San Antonio Highway, Blackie 
met his death there, and that is why Arnold and A.J. 
have a chain link fence. 

Elliott attended Santa Rita Grade School in San 
Angelo until she was 7 1/2 years old. She attended 
Wall School through the 11th grade, being a third 
generation family member to attend school there. Her 
favorite extra curricular activity was twirling. She 
was a member of the first band that Wall School had, 
which was 1976. Her senior year she attended Angelo 
Christian School, and graduated from there. She then 
attended Jean’s College of Beauty and graduated in 
1984. 

Elliott was a member of the Vancourt 4-H Club, 
joining when she was 9 years old. Cooking was her 
thing, winning first place in Tom Green County twice 
in her division, in foods. 

Elliott attends church at Our Saviour’s in San 
Angelo. 

She is currently employed at Adorn’s in San 
Angelo as a hair dresser. 

by Ginger Brodnax 


BRODNAX, HENRY ORR 


Henry Orr (Boley) Brodnax 


Henry Orr (Boley) Brodnax was born at Rockdale, 
Texas, September 9, 1927. His parents are Barry Orr 
and Linda Rose Brodnax. He married Virginia Lee 
Wood, November 30, 1956. They have two children, 
a son, Barry Luther (1959) and a daughter, Elliott 
Lynn (1964). 

Boley was 12 months old when his family moved 
to the Fairview Community. His Dad was a farmer 
and dairyman. He attended and graduated from 
Fairview School, walking the three miles part of the 
time. The (now old) San Antonio Highway #87 had 
to be crossed to get to and from school. The family 
mailbox was on the highway. His older sister, Elaine, 
had ordered a bulk package of chewing gum. On the 
way home from school one day, Boley was first to 
the mailbox, and the gum had arrived, but Boley 
didn’t know it was ordered. He thought that was more 
gum than he imagined was in the world; so he 
grabbed it out and ran to cross the highway and 
almost ran smack into a car. He hasn’t soon forgotten 
that incident. 

His sister Mary Ann, just Boley’s senior, of his 
seven sisters (Boley being the only son), was his side 
kick at home. One day to amuse themselves, they 
hooked a one-row cultivator behind the family’s 
Model A Ford. One drove while the other rode on 
the cultivator seat, screaming loudly. The dust was 
flying, since it was a dirt road, making it difficult to 
see what and who was behind the car. A neighbor, 
Mr. Wellman, told his wife, “I don’t know what those 
Brodnax kids are doing, but one must be killing the 
other.” What fun they were having, no TV. 

Boley has always liked to drive, beginning with 
sitting on a bucket to see over the steering wheel, 
and jumping off the bucket to put on the brake of the 
Model A Ford. He and sister Mary Ann started the 
car in the garage one day, and drove forward instead 
of backing out, messing up the end of the garage. 
When Boley was about two or three years old, he 
liked to strip from the waist down, and when his 
Daddy would come in from the field at noon, in the 
summer, he would go sit on the metal tractor seat, as 
hot as it was, and pretend he was driving the tractor. 

With his love for driving starting early in life, he 
has been employed at Goodyear Tire Testing as a 
Test Driver for 30.5 years. He has seen Goodyear 
Tire Testing grow from a small building on East 


Henry Orr Brodnax family 
Left to right, front row, Virginia, Henry Orr. Back 
row, Elliott Lynn and Barry Luther Brodnax 


Concho in San Angelo, to the Goodyear Proving 
Grounds northeast of San Angelo consisting of over 
7,000 acres. When Goodyear Proving Ground 
celebrated its 40th year in San Angelo, they brought 
in the Goodyear blimp, and Boley’s son Barry Luther 
and daughter Elliott Lynn got to take a ride in it. 

Boley served two years in the United States Army, 
1953-1954, being stationed in Germany for part of 
that time. 

Boley and Ginger presently reside in Wall, and 
attend church at Our Saviour’s in San Angelo. 

by Henry Orr Brodnax 


BRODNAX, MRS. HENRY 
ORR 


Virginia Lee Wood Brodnax 


Virginia Lee (Ginger) Brodnax was born August 
13, 1930, at Wall, Texas, in the front bedroom of the 
home Ginger grew up in; the home that her son, Barry 
Luther just remodeled and took his wife, Denise, 
there as a bride. Ginger also has a daughter Elliott 
Lynn. Her parents are Luther and Opal Wood of Wall. 
On November 30, 1956, she married Henry Orr 
Brodnax at Wall, Texas, in the Baptist Church there 
that is now the Wall Fire Hall. After their marriage 
they lived in San Angelo for 15 years, but have lived 
back at Wall 16 years, both loving country life. 

Ginger attended Wall School, as did her Mother 
and Daddy, and her children, which makes three 
generations attending school at Wall. She rode the 


first school bus that Wall School purchased, which 
was a used oil field bus. It went south down what is 
now Hawk Avenue, on down toward Susan Peak and 
back. This bus was purchased in the 1940’s. Susan 
Peak, south of Wall, is named for a girl, Susan, who 
died as her family traveled by wagon through this 
area, and was buried on the top of this peak south of 
Wall. 

Wall School only had through the 10th grade in 
1942 when Ginger graduated, so she graduated from 
San Angelo High School and then San Angelo Junior 
College. There was no transportation to get to San 
Angelo from Wall as far as a school bus was 
concerned, so her Dad purchased a Model A Ford, 
and she met four other students at Howard & Howard 
store in Wall, and they drove in to San Angelo. 
McClure’s Bakery was just across the street from 
school, and Ginger’s mother would send for a loaf 
of homemade bread occasionally, but by the time 
the carload of kids got to Howard & Howard store 
(known as the “Everything Under One Roof Store’’), 
the bread was eaten, and Ginger purchased a “store 
bought” loaf to take home. 

Ginger grew up 2 1/2 miles south of Wall, down 
the road that is now called Hawk Avenue. It was a 
dirt road, then caliche, then pavement when the 
Government took over the pasture in front of their 
home that was thick with mesquite trees, and where 
Ginger loved to ride her Shetland pony, Tincy, with 
her Dad to tend the sheep and cows. The Government 
made a landing strip out of it for training cadets from 
Goodfellow Field to pilot. No more mesquite trees, 
but a paved road. 

Ginger grew up going to a Union Sunday School 
at Wall, the Methodist and Baptist together. Two 
Sundays a month the Methodist pastor preached and 
two Sundays a month the Baptist pastor preached. 

Ginger is a member of the Wall — Texas Extension 
Homemakers Club, and is currently President of the 
Morning Chapter of San Angelo Aglow, a non- 
denominational International Christian Women’s 
Organization. 

by Virginia Lee Wood Brodnax 


BRODNAX, KENNETH, SR. 
and GWEN 


Kenneth and Gwen Brodnax about 1944 


Kenneth Gordon Brodnax and Dessa Gwen 
Boykin were married December 24, 1941. Kenneth 
enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps at Goodfellow 


Air Base in San Angelo on January 16, 1942. He 
served as a military policeman until his discharge 
November 1, 1945. 

After leaving the service, he farmed, helped his 
father-in-law, Charlie Boykin, operate Rainbow 
Dairy, was recruited by school board members to 
drive the first bus Fairview School ever owned and 
later drove a city bus in San Angelo. 

In 1953, he became a letter carrier for the Postal 
Service in San Angelo and served in that capacity 
until he retired in 1982. 

In addition to being a homemaker, Gwen worked 
for Paul Q. Mills Jewelry in San Angelo for 26 years. 

Their son, Kenneth Gordon Brodnax, Jr., was born 
July 8, 1948, which just happened to be his mother’s 
birthday. Their daughter, Myra Dessa Brodnax, was 
born October 26, 1953. 

The Brodnax family lived in Fairview community 
and their children attended Fairview School, where 
Gwen had attended school in its early years. 

Both Gordon and Myra graduated from San 
Angelo Central High School, also the school where 
their Mother graduated. 

Kenneth Gordon Brodnax, Jr. received a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism at West Texas State 
University in Canyon and also worked for the 
Amarillo Globe-News newspaper while working 
toward a degree. 

Myra Dessa Brodnax attended Angelo State 
University, then transferred to the University of Texas 
at Austin, where she, too, received a degree in 
journalism. 

Kenneth Gordon Brodnax writes a four-time per 
week column for The Odessa American, after having 
served as sports editor at the newspaper for several 
years. 

Myra Dessa Brodnax started working at Farmers 
Insurance Group while attending UT-Austin and 
made the insurance business her career. 

Until recently, she was underwriting supervisor 
in Austin, but she was recently transferred to the 
insurance group’s home office in Los Angeles, Calif., 
where she is to work on a comprehensive 
underwriting plan for the state of Texas. 

by Gwen Boykin Brodnax 


BROOKS —- UNDERWOOD 


Earl Brooks 
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Earl Brooks was born in Ritchie County, West 
Virginia, son of Edwin Amos and Amanda Jane 
(Sayers) Brooks, whose ancestors have been traced 
to the immigrants. Earl moved to Reagan County in 
1926. He and Neva Underwood (daughter of Robert 
Underwood and Elizabeth (Gibson) Underwood 
were married October 15, 1932. (The Underwood 
family were former residents of Tom Green County, 
moving to Arden, Irion County, in 1904.) 

Earl Brooks was maintenance superintendent for 
the Plymouth Oil Company, whose offices were 
located in Texon, the Company Camp. The Brooks’ 
were members of the First United Methodist Church 
in Big Lake, where he served as Chairman of the 
Official Board, the Board of Trustees, Pastoral 
Relations Committee and a member of Methodist 
Men. He was a member of Big Lake Masonic Lodge 
No. 1203 AF & AM, and served as Worshipful 
Master. He was Thrice Illustrious Master of the Big 
Lake Council No. 360, Grand Visitor of District 5 of 
Texas, Grand High Priest of the Big Lake Royal Arch 
Chapter No. 442, and served as District Deputy. He 
was a member of the Grand Priesthood of Texas and 
a 32nd degree Mason affiliated with the Scottish Rite 
Bodies of El Paso, Texas. He served two terms as 
Worthy Patron of Big Lake Chapter No. 752, Order 
of the Eastern Star. 

In recognition of his activity in the oil industry, 
he was made a Life Member of the Permian Basin 
Pioneer Club of Midland. 


Neva Underwood Brooks 


Neva Brooks was active in the Texon Study Club, 
a member of the Library Committee, and a ‘Pink 
Lady’ volunteer at the Reagan County Hospital. She 
is a Past Matron of the Big Lake Chapter No. 752, a 
fifty year member of the Order of the Eastern Star. 
She is now affiliated in San Angelo Chapter No. 10, 
and a past President of the Past Matrons’ Club. 

In 1962 the Brooks retired and moved to San 
Angelo. They transferred their Church membership 
to First United Methodist Church where Neva is a 
member of the Adelia Bolding Sunday School Class. 
Neva’s favorite hobbies are bridge and genealogy. 
She is a member of the San Angelo Genealogical 


66 


and Historical Society and is currently researching 
her ancestral lines of Gwynn, Gibson, Hightower, 
Leath, Rice, Ricketts, Shelton, Sweeney, Thorn, 
Underwood and Whitpaine. She also spends time 
with Church activities and Eastern Star work. 

Earl died February 10, 1979 and is buried in 
Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens. 

by Neva Underwood Brooks 


BROOME, ARTHUR 
HOLDING 


Arthur Broome 


Arthur H. Broome was born January 12, 1903, 
and from his earliest days he helped his father, C.A. 
Broome, with the ranching and livestock chores of 
the family. He ran his ranch in Tom Green County, 
just south of San Angelo on the Washington County 
school land. He was also a wool buyer for Hilliard 
and Son. Arthur was also active in the livestock 
trading business. 

Arthur Broome married Gene Ross, the girl next 
door, whom he had known most of his life. They 
had a daughter, Barbara, who was the absolute apple 
of Arthur’s eye. 

In 1947, along with Foster Rust, Arthur bought 
Producers Livestock Auction Company from the Ault 
family. In 1951 he bought out Rust’s interest, and in 
1952, he took in, as partners, Richard Drake and Jack 
Drake, his two nephews, Claude Broome, and Harold 
Broome, Jr., and his daughter, Barbara Broome 
Slayton. This group boldly expanded Producers 
Livestock Auction Company into the El Paso, Texas, 
livestock market. 

Following his father’s lead, Arthur took a very 
active role in the operation of the San Angelo Fat 
Stock and Rodeo. In 1932, his father was one of the 
organizers of the Stock Show & Rodeo and served 
as it’s first General Chairman. Early on, Arthur 
recognized and spoke out on the need for an indoor 
arena for rodeos and other sporting events. Other 
hard working men, who recognized those same 
needs, saw those visions came to fruition, in 1959, 
when the first rodeo was held in the gleaming new 
coliseum. It is a pity that Arthur was unable to witness 
the extravaganza. After his death, early in 1954, the 
Arthur Broome Memorial Trophy was awarded, each 
year, to the Best All-Around Cowboy at the San 
Angelo Rodeo, and it became a coveted award for 
top rodeo cowboys. This memorial, donated 
anonymously, was a fitting tribute to someone who 
had, unobtrusively, done so much. Arthur’s office, 
in the lobby of the old St. Angelus Hotel, was 
headquarters for the ranchers, stockmen, cattle and 


sheep traders, raconteurs, and characters of all kinds 
of the area. It was a popular meeting place, for he 
was a bright jovial, generous, caring man, and he 
was an extremely successful operator. 
Arthur Broome’s death, at the young age of fifty 
one, was a shocking loss to this community arena. 
by Jackson S. Broome 


BROOME, CLAUDE 
AYLMER 


Claude A. Broome was born June 9, 1868, in 
Marlin, Texas, and was the second son of C.L. and 
Mittie Jeane Broome. He came to San Angelo in 
1883, with his family, when he was fifteen years old. 
He finished his public schooling here and later spent 
two years at Baylor. 

Back in San Angelo, Claude began an active and 
illustrious life which came to include avid interests 
in ranching, banking, insurance, real-estate, social 
activities, church, and community service. After 
cutting a wide social swath, along with the other 
prominent young swains of the day, young Claude’s 
bachelor days ended forever when he succumbed to 
the many charms of a vivacious bright-eyed beauty. 

On April 7, 1891, in the home of the bride’s sister, 
Mrs. S. W. Merchant, Claude Aylmer Broome and 
Elisabeth Belle “Lizzie’’ Stranahan wed and 
embarked upon a vigorous, vibrant, and loving life 
together that would embrace not only themselves, 
but the whole of the Concho Valley. An excerpt from 
the San Angelo Standard files of April 18, 1891, 
about Claude and Lizzie says, “The bride is one of 
our most accomplished and intelligent young ladies, 
having spent the past five years in San Angelo and 
Sherwood. The groom is a favorite in society, 
successful in business — a man that you don’t meet 
every day — one that is justly entitled to the capital 
prize in the marriage lottery.” 


(al 
“Lizzie” Broome 
Lizzie Stranahan, daughter of J.A. Stranahan and 

Armilda Hunter Kielhoffer Stranahan, was born in 

Walker County, near Huntsville, on December 23, 

1869. Her mother died when Lizzie was ten, but she 

stayed with her father and two brothers as much as 

was possible in those days. She received most of her 
education at a Mrs. Arthur Holding’s School for girls 
in Laredo, and it was Mrs. Holding’s influence that 
brought about her lifelong devotion to the Methodist 

Church. Lizzie’s older half-sister was Helen Hunter 

Kielhoffer, and in 1884, Helen married S.W. 

Merchant. In 1886, Lizzie came to live with her half- 

sister, in Sherwood, after teaching at the Methodist 


Ladies Seminary in Saltillo, Mexico. In Sherwood 
she served as post-mistress and taught school. 

Claude and Lizzie, after several moves including 
one to the Oklahoma Territory to tend a large herd 
of cattle for over a year, moved into the handsome, 
pillared, three story house located at 123 South David 
Street. This beautiful old home, now the office of 
Henry Schmidt - Architect, was the base from which 
they led their active community lives and raised four 
fine children. The surviving children were: George, 
Harold, Arthur, and Marian. Their firstborn, “Little 
Claude,” was born in 1892 but died just after his 
first year. 


Claude A. Broome 


These were the early Broomes of San Angelo, with 
only a smattering of information about their myriad 
accomplishments. Their surviving grandchildren and 
great grandchildren are scattered about the world, 
and most are active and industrious in their 
endeavors. This writing is meager tribute and hardly 
explains, to those grandprogeny, the magnitude of 
the impact that C.A. and Lizzie Broome had on early 
San Angelo and the Concho Valley. They were 
assuredly, one of the premier pioneer families. 

by Jackson S. Broome 


BROOME, CYRUS 
LAFAYETTE 


Cyrus Lafayette Broome was born on November 
10, 1842, in Hinde County, Mississippi and was the 
third son of Matthew and Elizabeth Broome. In 1861, 
he joined Captain Davis’ company of Confederate 
troops which was inducted into the 16th Mississippi 
Infantry that was sent in as a reinforcement in the 
first battle of Bull Run. The 16th Mississippi served 
in General Trimble’s brigade of Ewell’s Division in 
Stonewall Jackson’s Corps. 

In 1864, Cyrus L. Broome married Mittie Jeane 
Stewart. In 1868 they left Mississippi, with one son, 
and moved to Marlin, Texas, where Cyrus worked 
as a building contractor. In 1883, the Broomes moved 
to San Angelo with a large family. By then, Cyrus 
and Mittie had five boys and two girls. 

San Angelo was recovering from the disastrous 
effects of the Ben Ficklin flood of 1882 and was in 
the midst of a building boom, so Cyrus found steady 
business for his brickyard on Pulliam Street. As with 
any booming town of the era, San Angelo had its 
rough element. Tom Green County was then 
approximately 10 times its present size, so Cyrus 
found more steady work as U.S. Marshal. 


Cyrus Lafayette Broome 


In about 1900, Cyrus and Mittie moved to Ozona, 
where he ranched and served as sheriff for a time. 
Later they moved back to San Angelo. Cyrus Broome 
died in 1917, and Mittie Jeane died in 1926. 

Their children and year of birth were: Armand, 
1864; Mary Evalyn, 1866; Claude, 1868; Seymour, 
1872; Charles P., 1874; Cyrus L., 1876; Florence 
A., 1878; Eugenia, 1879; Josephine C., 1881. Mary 
Evalyn and Eugenia died in infancy. 

Claude A. Broome remained in San Angelo, 
married Elisabeth Belle Stranahan, and became one 
of San Angelo’s most popular citizens. Charles P. 
also remained in San Angelo, married Anna DeBerry 
and was a successful rancher on the Washington 
County school land. He shot and killed himself 
accidentally in 1923. 

Florence A. and Josephine remained in Ozona. 
Each married and raised families there. 

Armand, Seymour and Cyrus never married; at 
least there was no proper mention of a marriage. 
There had been some rumor about Armand having a 
wife in Montana, and Cyrus lived with the Papago 
Indians for a while, but they were officially listed as 
“not married.”’ They were rather “high spirited” as 
the saying went, and along with Charles, Armand 
and Seymour died young and rather violently. 
Armand was poisoned in 1910, and Seymour was 
struck by lightning in 1902. Cyrus, however, died in 
his sleep in Los Angeles in 1954. All are buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Jackson S. Broome 


BROOME, GEORGE 
STRANAHAN 


George Stranahan Broome, the second son of 
Claude and Lizzie Broome, was born in San Angelo 
on December 1, 1894. He went to public school here 
and attended Culver Military Academy and Texas 
A&M. In World War I, he served in the 36th Division 
and attained the rank of lieutenant. He was in France 
at the time the Great War ended. 

His interests, like those of his father, lay in the 
ranching and livestock industry, and he operated 
ranches in far West Texas and Sterling County. At 


the “Loma Vista” ranch, in Sterling County, which 
George managed for the C.A. Broome Estate, he 
nurtured the continuation and improvement of one 
of the oldest registered Hereford herds in Texas. The 
dispersal sale of this very high quality herd of Prince 
Domino bred Herefords, in December 1940, was 
termed by the Standard Times as being, ‘the largest 
private sale held to date in San Angelo.” Newsfoto, 
then a weekly photo newsjournal, stated, “that the 
dispersion of this famous old herd will be one of the 
outstanding events of the year in San Angelo.” 

George Broome was married to Rebekah Jane 
Moody. Their children are Claude Aylmer Broome 
of Boston and Mitzi Broome McKinney of San 
Angelo. 


George Stranahan Broome 


George was a large jovial man full of bluster, good 
humor, and contrast. His large powerful frame 
seemed to lend itself handily to the rigors of an 
outdoor life; yet he could do the “Put Your Little 
Foot” in a most daintylike manner. He could turn 
the sky blue with blasphemous invectives, directed 
at an errant animal or a blundering human, but then 
clear the blue mists with rhetoric of such a 
delightfully charming eloquence, that the most 
delicate of sensibilities would be immediately 
assuaged. His talents as a storyteller were legendary, 
and his unique ability, “not to let the facts necessarily 
interfere with the telling of a fine tale,” (his words) 
made him most pleasurable company. 

George Broome died in March 1954. His stories 
are gone, too. 

by Jackson S. Broome 


BROOME, HAROLD 
WESTBROOK 


Harold Westbrook Broome was born on October 
20, 1900, and was the third son of Claude and Lizzie 
Broome. He attended local schools and graduated 
from San Angelo High School in 1918. He played 
center on the team that beat Abilene 27-0, when they 
won the West Texas Championship in 1917. At the 
University of Texas, he was in the University Glee 
Club, was drum-major of the University Band, and 
was a favorite on campus because of his expertise 
on the banjo, mandolin, and guitar. 

On October 20, 1926, Harold W. Broome married 
Rosellen Sadler of Corsicana, Texas. They had three 
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Left to Right: Jake Houston, Joe Haddon, Harold Broome, Frank Meadows, Lloyd Grove, Jim Hislop, 


Louis Hall 


children: Harold, Jr., affectionately called 
“Brookie,”’ Jackson S., and Rosemary. Their family 
life was a lively affair full of love and affection. It 
was an extension of Harold’s early years. 


Harold W. Broome, Sr. 


After Claude Broome’s death, Harold took up 
his father’s interest in insurance and the prestigious 
Park Board. Earlier, Claude and other prominent 
citizens procured land for San Angelo which would 
become the city’s most valuable asset, the Santa Fe 
Park System. Harold was interested in civic affairs 
and was a leader of many civic and public related 
organizations. He was an avid sportsman and 
outdoorsman and was a director of the West Texas 
Game and Fish Commission. He was also vitally 
interested in the youth of the area, for he was 
commodore of the local Sea Scouts and a sponsor 
for the DeMolays. 

His interests in music led him to organize the 
DeMolay Band, members of which still live in and 
around San Angelo and talk fondly of their lively 
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trips. Harold was also instrumental in the formation 
of the San Angelo Lions Club Band. This western- 
ragtime string band, of local amateur musicians, was 
put together to act as a “pep” organization for Lions 
Club Meetings. In the first five years of their 
existence, they travelled more than 38,000 miles 
and played for Lion’s clubs and conventions in the 
USA, Canada, and Mexico. A highlight for the 
group came in 1933, when they were selected to be 
Vice-President John Nance Garner’s personal 
representative and to play in the Inauguration Day 
Parade for President Franklin D. Roosevelt. They 
also met and played for Will Rogers. This was pretty 
heady fare for a bunch of non-professional 
musicians, who were just local Lion’s Club fellows 
out having a good time. 

Harold took his father’s place in the insurance 
firm of Broome & Hunter. From this base he 
correlated and directed the various urban aspects 
of the C.A. Broome Estate, while his two brothers, 
George and Arthur, managed the ranching and 
livestock operations. This highly successful and 
cooperative effort virtually came to a close when 
Harold was killed in an automobile wreck near 
Beeville, Texas. 

On May 28, 1941, the day when “Brookie” was 
to graduate from Junior High School, Harold W. 
Broome’s vibrant life was suddenly over. It was a 
mighty sad day for his family and many friends. 

by Jackson S. Broome 


BROOME, MARIAN 


Marian Broome Kelton Thurman 


Marian Broome was born December 6, 1906. She 
was an active and popular girl, was president of the 
San Angelo High School Class of 1924, and earned 
the honor to serve her class as valedictorian. She 
entered the University of Texas, in Austin, and there 
she was married first to Horace Kelton. Her son, 
Horace Broome Kelton, from that marriage, now 
lives in Costa Rica and Arlington, Texas. 

After moving back to San Angelo from Austin, 
Marian followed her mother into the Marthas, a 
ladies auxiliary Lizzie Broome had helped found in 
the First Methodist Church. Marian was on the 
Fairmount Cemetery Board, for both her parents had 
been among the initiators of that organization. She 
was also active in the ladies 20th Century Club. 

After Lizzie’s death in 1948, Marian continued to 
live in the beautiful old family home at 123 South 
David Street, and from there she led her active life 
in civic and social circles. In the spring of 1952 she 
married Dr. Wm. E. “Doc” Thurman, and they lived 
in her South David Street home until his death in 
June of 1972. After “Doc’s”’ passing, she went to 
live with her son, Horace, in Arlington and Costa 
Rica. Marian died in 1980, in Costa Rica, but is 
buried in San Angelo at Fairmount Cemetery. 

During her years in San Angelo, Marian was much 
in demand because of her pleasant demeanor, great 
beauty, charm, and elan. She was a joy to her family 
and friends. 

by Jackson S. Broome 


BROSIG, JULIUS and 
NELLIE (HOY) 


While in Abilene, Texas, searching for work young 
Julius Brosig met several Fort Concho soldiers who 
were buying supplies. They invited him to 
accompany them back to San Angelo. He arrived 
here in 1883 and soon found work on several ranches 
in Tom Green and Schleicher Counties. 

Born January 4, 1862, in Austin County, Julius 
was a descendant of 18th century soap and candle 
makers from Neisse, Germany. His father, Theodore, 
had immigrated to Texas in the mid 1800’s. 

While working as a ranch hand, Julius became 
acquainted with John William Hoy. In 1893, these 
two cowboys helped herd 4,000 steers from San 
Angelo to Montana. The toughest part of the three- 


Joe Brosig at the wheel of family’s Model ig Ford 
with brothers J. H. (Buster) and Roy. Photo made 
about 1914-1915. Property of Dee Lackey 


month-long trail drive was getting the cattle to cross 
the Colorado River. 

It was John Hoy who invited Julius to his home to 
spend Christmas. There Julius met John’s sister, 
Nellie Cassana, and the two were married on 
December 30, 1896 in Neinda, Texas. 


—_—_— 


Julius and Nellie Hoy Brosig with sons Emmett and 
Joe. Photo made about 1900. Property of Dee Lackey 


Nellie was born February 13, 1877 in Pontotoc, 
Mississippi. Her parents were Thomas Crawford and 
Kate Alexander Hoy who came to Texas in 1879 from 
Pontotoc. They arrived in a prairie schooner, settling 
first near Round Rock and finally at Swenson. 

T.C. Hoy served as a Confederate captain during 
the Civil War and participated in the 100 days of 
fighting from Valley Springs to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, and the battle of Kennesaw Mountain 
in Georgia. 

After their marriage, Julius and Nellie returned 
by wagon to Tom Green County, where they lived 
on the Savage Ranch near the North Concho River. 
Their home was a three-room adobe structure. Two 
rooms were used for living quarters and the other 
served as a wash room and storage area for maize. 
Before any cooking could be done, the fireplace had 
to be cleaned out, as a wild sow had found it a perfect 
place to have her litter. 

In May, 1903, Julius, Nellie and their three 
children, Emmett, Joe, and Linnie, moved to Concho 
County, where Julius had bought four sections of 
German immigration land from Charley Miller and 


C.A. Doose of Ballinger. The price was $6 per acre 
unimproved, and the property was located seven 
miles west of Paint Rock. Second and third 
generation family members still retain and operate 
the land today. 

The Brosig family lived in a tent on the Lipan 
Creek until they could build a house. When Julius 
was away from camp, Nellie slept with a pistol under 
her pillow. 

Five other children were born to the couple, 
including Georgia, Hattie, Anna, Roy, and Julius 
Hugo, Jr. 

Lowake, a small community named for the Lowe 
and Schlake families, served as a source for supplies, 
information and education for the family. 

In later years, grandchildren recall Grandpa Brosig 
sitting on the homeplace porch rocking in his favorite 
chair, flyswatter in hand. He died November 14, 
1935. 

Nellie then made her home with her children, 
passing the time crocheting and doing embroidery 
work. She died September 4, 1960. 

The couple is buried at Fairmount Cemetery in 
San Angelo. 

by Deanna Lackey 


BROWN - ATKINS 


Bill, Mary and Alvin Atkins 


Mary Lavinia Brown was born June 6, 1910 ona 
Mr. Marcus’ farm in Williamson County, Texas. Her 
father was William Francess M. (Frank) Brown, born 
June 30, 1868 in Indiana. He died January 13, 1967. 
Her mother was Serena Jane Yoes, born October 9, 
1874 in Williamson County and died July 21, 1962. 
Frank and Serena were married on her sixteenth 
birthday. Frank Brown’s father was Andrew Brown, 
born March 12, 1800 and no record of his death. 
Frank’s mother was Amanda Trowbridge born 
August 24, 1832 and died November 1, 1875. They 
were married May 22, 1867. Their children were: 
Frank, David Arthur, and Thomas Bruce who died 
at thirteen months of age. Amanda died when Frank 
and David were five and seven, and some relatives 
brought them to Texas. She had been married before 
to Thomas Mitchell on August 25, 1853 and they 
had five children. He died in 1864. 

Frank and Serena Brown’s children were: Katie, 
John David, Alva Franklin, Dena Mae, Lillie, Rena 
Myrtle, Lee Morgan, and Mary Lavinia. 


Mary married William Vance Atkins on September 
25, 1937 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Langford, 
1616 Chadbourne, San Angelo. The Reverend Allen 
G. Roe officiated. 

Mary and Bill were living and working on John 
Westbrook’s farm and dairy at Grape Creek in 1942 
when their only child, Alvin Vance, was born. He 
was born in the old Shannon Hospital. 

Mary worked as a school bus driver for Wall 
school from 1951-1954. She worked at Model 
Laundry in San Angelo for twenty-three years before 
her retirement. 


Bill and Mary Atkins on their 39th Wedding 
Anniversary, Sept. 26, 1976. 


Mary and Bill’s son, Alvin, had a daughter named 
Amy Marie born June 25, 1966 in Rome, New York. 
Alvin was in the Air Force at the time. Her mother 
was Sue Alexander. Amy married James Clyde 
Wright (parents deceased) on July 28, 1984, and they 
have two daughters: Shawna Erin and Lauren Ashley. 
Mary’s step-grandchildren are Kevin Bales and Carla 
Mansell. Carla’s children are Ryan and Whitney 
Mansell. 

by Patricia Atkins 


BROWN, CALVIN and DAISY 
(McGLASSON) 


Calvin Otis Brown 
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Daisy Kate McGlasson was born in San Angelo, 
July 14, 1905, the daughter of the P.C. McGlassons. 
She attended Fort Concho and High School where 
she was active in Camp Fire Girls and her church, 
and was an enthusiastic student of declamation. She 
was a leader of the High School Debate Team. Early 
summers were spent with her grandparents, the 
Abraham Conie Loveless’ at their Concho County 
ranch. She acquired the reputation of being quite a 
horsewoman and “tomboy.” 

In 1923, Daisy entered Abilene Christian College 
and later transferred to Feagan School of Dramatic 
Arts in Carnegie Hall, New York City. Summers were 
spent at popular resorts of the times such as Estes 
Park. 

Daisy and Calvin Otis Brown were married in 
1928. Born in Jones County, he was the son of Mattie 
Smith and Thomas Calvin Brown. At the age of 14, 
Calvin joined the Navy for a 3-year hitch, then spent 
3 years in the U.S. Air Service. The couple was 
separated for a number of years. After reuniting, 
“Brownie” was employed as a postal carrier. 

In 1931, they became parents of a daughter, Mac, 
born at Shannon Hospital. She was named in honor 
of her maternal grandparents and the deceased twin 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Homer Jordan, Sr. 


Daisy McGlasson Brown 


Mrs. Brown worked as a social worker most of 
her adult life with the Texas Relief Association, 
WPA, Texas Department of Welfare, as Executive 
Secretary of Family Service, and finally as Volunteer 
Coordinator at McKnight Sanatorium. During those 
years, her home was open house for many young 
social workers and later the site of frequent parties 
for her daughter, Mackie, and her friends. ““Dadee,” 
as she was fondly called, also cared for her Aunt 
Fannie McGlasson until her death. 

Daisy was active in B&PW and DAR, but in later 
years her greatest interest was in genealogy and local 
history. 

In 1960 Daisy and Calvin began ranching 
activities at the Loveless Ranch in Concho County. 
While there, she was instrumental in reopening the 
Eden Library. 

Mrs. Brown died in Kerrville in 1979. Mr. Brown 
spent his last three years in the home of his daughter 
near Kerrville, and died in 1984. They are both buried 
in the ranch cemetery. They are survived by their 
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daughter, Mrs. Pete Baker; grandchildren, Mrs. Gay 
Haufler and Mac Brown Baker; and great- 
granddaughters Megan and Lauren Haufler, and 
Amanda Baker. 


by Mackie Baker 


BROWN, CLARICE ALEENE 
(CARR) and CECIL BERAL 


} 
Cecil B. and Clarice Carr Brown, 1939 


Clarice Aleene Carr was born December 3, 1908, 
Sherwood, Texas. She is the daughter of Oliver 
Arthur Carr (1885-1980) and Pyercie Agnes 
Stinebaugh (1889-1971). During her childhood and 
elementary school years, she lived in Sherwood, 
Mertzon, and Barnhart. The last three years of high 
school she attended San Angelo High School 
graduating in 1926. She attended Howard Payne 
College, Brownwood, for three years, and then 
Baylor University, Waco, where she graduated in 
1930 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. The first year 
following college graduation was spent teaching 
elementary grades in Miles, Texas. The next three 
years she worked in the office for her father. She 
next returned to teaching for four years in Lake View 
High School, San Angelo. 

Cecil Beral Brown was born February 8, 1908, 
Fredonia, Mason County, Texas. His parents were 
John Thomas Brown (1882-1952) and Minnie May 
Miller (1882-1953). He lived on a ranch and attended 
school at Voca, Texas. He attended Howard Payne 
College, Brownwood, where he graduated in 1929. 
Following college graduation, he worked in the 
printing business in El Paso, Texas. He moved to 
San Angelo and worked in a printing supply office, 
as office manager for O.A. Carr, as local supply 
purchaser at Mathis Field during World War II, and 
as office manager for San Angelo Foundry. 

Clarice Aleene Carr and Cecil Beral Brown were 
married on June 28,1938 in the home of her parents 
in San Angelo. They were active faithful members 
of the First Baptist Church, and Cecil was an 
ordained deacon. The three children were born in 
San Angelo: Janet Clarice (1941-), Burl Carr (1945- 
), Robert Thomas (1947-). The children attended the 
public schools and San Angelo College. Janet 
married John Parker Eaton; she is an elementary 
teacher in San Angelo. Burl, an attorney-at-law in 
Brownwood, married Sarah Louise Chappuis and has 
a daughter, Jennifer Nell, and a son, Bryan Philip. 
Robert, an assistant manager for Lydick Roofing 
Company in Brownwood, married Susan Lynn 
Melton and has two daughters, Michele Lynn and 
Misty Leigh. 

When Clarice and Cecil married, she had to resign 
her teaching position as married teachers were not 
employed. There was a shortage of teachers during 
the war years, and she was employed to teach for 


three years at Lake View High School. Then for the 
next three years, she was a homemaker. Cecil Beral 
Brown died June 26, 1949, at the age of 41 years. 
He is buried in Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo, 
Texas. 


Clarice A. Brown, 1983 


Clarice returned to teaching in the elementary 
grades in San Angelo. During the summer months, 
she continued her education at Sul Ross State 
College, Alpine, Texas, where she earned the Master 
of Education Degree in 1953. In the fall of 1954, 
she became the Coordinator of Elementary 
Education, a position she held until retirement in 
1974. She had a teaching career of thirty-two years. 
The retirement years are filled with volunteer 
activities and church work, and time for family, 
children, and grandchildren and friends. 

by Clarice A. Carr Brown 


BROWN, KENNETH W. 


Kenneth W. Brown 


Kenneth Wood Brown, was a longtime Tom Green 
County rancher and oilman. He was born in 
Coleman, Texas, on August 25, 1900. He moved to 
San Angelo with his parents (R. Wilbur Brown, Sr. 
and Emma White Brown) in 1904. The family 
residence was at the corner of Pecos and North Park 
Street, which was the first house built north of 
Beauregard and west of the North Concho River. 

In 1927 he formed a partnership with his father, 
R. Wilbur Brown, Sr., and his two brothers, R. Wilbur 
Brown, Jr. and Edwin E. Brown. The partnership that 
they formed was called Brown Oil and Royalty Co. 
which acquired a large spread of minerals in Pecos, 
Upton, Reagan, Howard, Irion, Winkler, Coke and 


Tom Green counties. This company was responsible 
for leasing and subsequently turning base leases for 
the famed Yates oil field. Leases at this time were 
usually made for $1 to $2 an acre. Later Brown Oil 
and Royalty Co. was incorporated and became 
known as Brown Royalties which is still a family 
owned and managed corporation. 

Brown was chairman of the Tom Green County 
Tire Rationing Board in the early 1940’s and served 
along with Ralph Leftwich and Fletcher Smith. The 
board rationed tires to the motor vehicle owners in 
the county. Aside from public carriers (buses and 
truck lines) and for vehicles used in performing vital 
public service, such as fire fighting, police duty, mail 
delivery and garbage disposal, the number of vehicle 
owners who could buy tires was small. It included 
physicians who regularly used cars in making house 
calls, fuel and ice carriers, persons engaged in 
making emergency plumbing, wiring and roofing 
repairs and transporters of semi-manufacturing and 
raw materials (including food) essential to life, 
defense, industrial activity, etc. 

In August of 1940, Brown was appointed to a San 
Angelo Industrial Committee by the mayor W.A. 
Halamicek to help promote industry in the San 
Angelo area. This committee was part of a statewide 
organization for the development of industry in the 
state of Texas. He served on this committee with Ted 
Fannin, Dred T. Wood, Sam Grayson, Jr. and John 
Armstrong. 

In 1959, when flood waters raided the San Angelo 
Fish Hatchery of its brood stock, Brown replaced 
almost the entire supply with fish from his private 
lakes on the North Concho Ranch. He also called on 
the Parks and Wildlife Department in 1970 to salvage 
fish from lakes that were drying up on his ranch and 
to place them in lakes throughout San Angelo. The 
department was able to find new homes for 
approximately 300 brood fish and 376 channel 
catfish. 

The firm of Kenneth W. Brown and Wilbur Carr 
Brown was formed by Brown and his son, Wilbur 
Carr Brown, in 1966. The firm specializes in estate, 
trust and business management and has handled the 
acquisition, management and sale of the Dos Casas 
Ranch in Gaines and Yoakum Counties, on which is 
presently situated the North Russell Devonian Field, 
the Edmondson San Andres oil field, the Jones Ranch 
Field and others. One of the fields is known as the 
Brown Glorietta Field in northwest Gaines County 
which was named for Brown in July, 1948. 

Brown was involved in the acquisition and 
management of the XQZ Ranch in Tom Green 
County and the Winterbotham Ranch located in Tom 
Green, Irion and Schleicher counties. He was the 
owner of the North Concho Ranch which borders 
the O.C. Fisher Reservoir north of San Angelo where 
a portion of the new K.W.B. Oil Field, named for 
Brown, is situated. The first well in the new 
discovery, Brown No. 1, was proven on his 81st 
birthday. 

Brown was married to Angie Evelyn Carr in San 
Angelo on March 4, 1925. Angie (born April 21, 
1904 and died November 25, 1974) was the daughter 
of W.L. and Arvilla Carr of San Angelo. Kenneth 
and Angie Brown were faithful members of the First 
Christian Church and donated a part of the land that 
the church today was built on. Angie served on the 
church’s board for the Juliette Fowler Home for 
children and the aged and also helped organize the 
Planned Parenthood program in San Angelo. Brown 
was a charter member and served as trustee of the 


San Angelo Country Club. He also served for a 
number of years on the Board of Directors of Central 
National Bank. He was on the building committee 
for the construction of the present Central National 
Bank building. 

Kenneth W. Brown died on December 9, 1982. 
The oldest of Kenneth and Angie Brown’s children 
is Wilbur Carr Brown of San Angelo. Wilbur married 
Nancy Lee Evans of Houston and they have three 
children, Deborah Ann Brown West of San Angelo, 
Carolyn Lee Brown Winston of Lufkin and Marshall 
Evans Brown of San Angelo. The couple’s youngest 
child is Brenda Ann Brown Barbutti of San Angelo. 
She has three children, Kenneth Ronald Barbutti of 
San Angelo, David Gregory Barbutti of Austin and 
Phillip Patrick Barbutti of San Angelo. 

by Deborah Brown West 


BROWN, MACKIE and 
C.P. (PETE) BAKER 


oD S . 
C. P. (Pete) Baker and Mackie Baker 


Mac “Mackie’’ Brown was born at Shannon 
Hospital March 9, 1931, the daughter of Daisy 
McGlasson and Calvin Brown. She attended Mrs. 
John Box’s kindergarten, Fort Concho School, Ora 
Cross’ Dancing School, and was a piano student of 
Mrs. Grafton Broyles. Her major interest was in 
Brownies and Girl Scouts, led by Mildred deCoty 
and Mrs. Ray Willoughby. Another outstanding 
influence in her life was Miss Ella Hilliard, her 3rd 
grade teacher. 

Mackie worked at Shannon Hospital as a Girl 
Scout volunteer the summers of 1942, 1943. In Junior 
High, she was an officer in the band and played the 
Bel-lair. Deloris Wilbanks and she were the first girls 
advanced to Senior Girl Scouts. As a result of this, 
the superintendent of schools enlisted their support 
in organizing school social activities and in training 
Pep Squads for Little Olympics. Mackie participated 
in track and Latin Club and was voted Best Pledge 
of her sorority, Sigma Delta Zeta, in 1947. She was 
honored to be a charter member of Rainbow Girls. 

In 1952, Mackie received a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing degree from Texas Christian University. 
In 1950, she married Carl Philip “Pete’’ Baker, son 
of Sophie Merz and James Garfield Baker of Fort 
Worth. They have two children: Gay, born 1957, and 
named for Gay Blanks, and a son, Mac Brown, born 
1961. After retiring from his business, Pete received 
a nursing degree from Angelo State University in 


1973. In addition to ranching, he worked at Shannon 
Hospital in ICU and the Emergency Room. He 
served on the Board of the Diabetes Association, 
Family Planning Advisory Board, Eden Lions Club, 
and was President of the Texas Nursing Students 
Association. Mackie was appointed to serve on the 
Concho Valley Council of Governments. 

The couple now reside in Center Point, Texas, near 
Kerrville. Mackie is a head nurse at Kerrville 
Veterans Administration Medical Center, where she 
was instrumental in the development of the Alcohol 
Treatment Unit. Pete is semi-retired. She is active in 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and altar guild, and in 
DAR. 

Gay is married to Mark Haufler, an officer of 
Schreiner Bank, Kerrville. She teaches elementary 
music and is the mother of Megan and Lauren. Gay 
was the object of a widely publicized search when 
she was kidnapped in 1985. 

Mac is currently in the USAF, serving as an 
Aerospace Physiological Specialist. He was recently 
honored as Brooks AFB Medical Research Branch 
Airman of the Year. He married Yvonne de Shazer 
of Wichita Falls and has a daughter Amanda. 

by Mackie and Pete Baker 


BROWN, R. WILBUR, SR. 
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R. Wilbur Brown, Sr. 


R. (Robert) Wilbur Brown, Sr., a San Angelo 
resident for more than half a century, was a lawyer, 
businessman and rancher. He was believed to have 
been the last living former slave owner in West 
Texas upon his death. He was born on May 23, 1860, 
in Powhattan County, Virginia, and lived on his 
family’s plantation (Windsor Plantation) about 40 
miles west of Richmond. His mother, Minerva 
(Minnie) Wilkinson Browne, died about four 
months after his birth and left him two slaves in 
her will. Brown’s father, Daniel Hobson Browne, 
was a wealthy tobacco grower and gave Brown a 
similar gift on Brown’s second birthday. The family 
took very good care of their slaves and provided 
them with medical care and good living quarters. 
When Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered at 
Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, 1865, these 
slaves, believed to have been 12 in number, were 
to be set free. Brown’s father called the slaves to 
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the plantation home’s back door and told them they 
were free and that he was no longer their master. 
Half of them looked up and the others dropped their 
heads. The next day, those who had dropped their 
heads reported for work. The others had gone. 

Brown watched his father lose everything in the 
Civil War even though they had thousands of dollars 
in Confederate money. This ended the boy’s ambition 
to become a man of science — a naturalist — and 
caused him to leave the old plantation in 1882. He 
rode a train from near Richmond, Virginia, to 
Jacksonville, Florida. From there he took a flat- 
bottomed steamboat to Sanford. The rest of the trip 
was made in an old hack to a spot about 8 miles 
west of Orlando where he established an orange 
grove in the swampland. Stricken with malaria, he 
abandoned the grove and returned to his home in 
Virginia. 

Brown moved to Coleman County, Texas, in 
October, 1884, for his health and because he had 
some acquaintances living there. “I bought a farm,” 
he wrote, “three miles north of Coleman on credit 
and a yoke of oxen, walking plow and grubbing hoe 
and put in 40 acres in cultivation.”” His neighbor 
(H.A. Orr) a sheep raiser, moved in with Brown to 
study law together. Eventually obtaining his license 
in 1887, the pioneer attorney traveled to Brewster 
County where he had heard they were hiring a 
County Attorney for $50 a month. His story of the 
long trip is described below. 

“In June 1887,” he recalled, “Ed Perry (of the firm 
Perry, Hughes and Co. which subdivided the Collyn 
Ranch in Tom Green and Sterling counties), Charlie 
Flippin, Tom Perry and I hired a hack and drove from 
Coleman to Alpine, then called Murpheysville. It was 
during the severe drought of 1886 and 1887. The 
country was bare and desolate. When we 
camethrough San Angelo we camped at the Pecos 
Crossing ... in Angelo Heights Addition. We staked 
our horses and about one o’clock in the morning we 
saw a man leading a horse away. We called to him, 
but he didn’t answer. One of the boys understood 
Spanish and he called out to him to stop. The man 
stopped and came to us. All four of us were standing 
in line with our six-shooters and high power rifles 
ready to shoot. We were so glad we didn’t shoot him, 
we gave him a drink of whiskey and took one 
ourselves. 

The country from San Angelo to Alpine was bare 
as a desert — no cattle or livestock. Mirages and little 
whirl winds were in every direction. When we 
reached Alpine they were laying the foundation of 
the present courthouse. I saw the commissioner in 
charge of the work and told him that I was a lawyer 
and expected to locate in his city. He looked me 
square in the face (and said), ‘You are a lawyer?’ 
“Yes,’ I replied. ‘A lawyer is the last thing we want 
in this county.’ Forty years from that date when in 
Alpine I decided to look him up and learned that he 
had been indicted for misappropriation of public 
funds — left town and died.’’ Brown returned to 
Coleman County where he served for four years as 
County Attorney. His friend, H.A. Orr, became 
Coleman County Judge. 

Brown married Emma Isola White (died 1936) of 
Coleman on January 7, 1896, and the couple had 
three sons that were born to them. Before he married, 
he changed the spelling of his last name from 
Browne, which was English, to Brown. The family 
moved to San Angelo in 1904 because he felt that 
“the best watered town in West Texas” had a brilliant 
future. Brown built a house in 1906 that he lived in 


72 


until his death. At the time, it was the first in the 
U.G. Taylor addition north of Beauregard. It was in 
a fenced pasture and he had to drive to the gate out 
beyond what is now Van Buren and then return to 
the house. He built the first culvert on North Park in 
the draw just south of his home. 

As one of the original benefactors of the Fort 
Concho Hospital to the museum (now Headquarters 
of Fort Concho Museum), Brown cancelled notes 
on the property totaling $3,500 and subsequently 
made many contributions to the museum including 
cash, guns and various displays. He also served on 
the museum board for a number of years. 

When the Kansas City, Mexico and Orient 
Railroad announced it would be extended from 
Sweetwater to San Angelo, Brown participated in 
the real estate boom here. Among property he 
purchased was 75 feet on the south side of W. Harris 
Avenue between Chadbourne and Irving Streets (part 
of the Central National Bank parking lot). Many 
attempts were made to purchase this property but 
Brown resisted all prospective buyers. He was 
instrumental in getting the land from the Santa Fe 
Railroad which is now Santa Fe Park. He also helped 
to acquire the lot for the football field at Edison which 
was originally a cemetery. 

Brown was elected unanimously to fill the 
unexpired term of City Commissioner No. 1, H.A. 
Bullock, on May 30, 1919. He received 88 votes, 
the entire number cast at the special election. This is 
believed to be the only time in the city’s history that 
a member of the commission received a unanimous 
vote of the electorate. Brown served out the term 
and was re-elected in 1920. He served on the 
commission until 1922. The major problem before 
the city of San Angelo at the time of Brown’s tenure 
of office was the municipal water, light and power 
question. On March 29, 1919, the city voted 
$500,000 in bonds to buy the San Angelo Water, 
Light and Power Co., or to build a municipal power 
plant. The vote was 541 for and 88 against the plant. 
Brown changed his municipal ownership views when 
Franklin D. Roosevelt became a public power 
advocate. Brown served on the commission with the 
late R.H. Henderson, mayor, and the late Henry 
Jackson. 

Brown was attorney and director of the San Angelo 
Bank and Trust Co. that built the original Central 
National Bank building. In 1933 he and his sons 
bought the 4,000 acre Turner Ranch on the North 
Concho. He also owned a pecan farm in Christoval 
and a ranch in Schleicher County. As a prominent 
rancher, he pioneered the harvesting of spineless 
prickly pear for use as sheep fodder as early as 1939. 

Brown was a partner in a family corporation and 
later a partnership known as the Brown Oil and 
Royalty Co., which acquired a large spread of 
minerals in Pecos, Upton, Reagan, Howard, Irion, 
Winkler, Coke and Tom Green counties. This 
company was one of the first buyers of Yates field 
royalty. When the mid-Kansas discovery well came 
in the Browns had royalty to sell. It also acquired a 
large block of minerals in the Chalk and Settles area 
in Howard County and a wide spread around the 
Benedum field in the Upton-Reagan County area. 
The partnership was formed in 1927 and owned by 
Brown and his sons, Kenneth W. Brown, R. Wilbur 
Brown, Jr., and Edwin E. Brown. The operation was 
subsequently incorporated and became known as 
Brown Royalties which is still a family owned and 
managed corporation today. 


Brown avidly supported a Standard-Times 
sponsored Texas Relief Fund for Britain in 1941, 
holding that the morale of the British was of great 
importance to the final victory for the democracies. 
He supported the idea of cutting through red tape by 
sending the aid direct. 

As an early proponent of aviation, Brown once 
said, “There is no other way to travel for me. You 
will see the day when the only way to travel will be 
by air.” It was a practice for him to return annually 
to his birthplace by plane after taking his first plane 
ride when he was 80 years old. He was honored by 
American Airlines by being named “Admiral of the 
Fleet” for which travelers qualified by riding more 
than 5,000 miles on American Airlines planes. 

Brown was a charter member of the National 
Geographic Society and had accumulated a large 
library of its publications. Some of them he had 
bound in volumes, but others were in the separate 
magazines. He is believed to have possessed at the 
time of his death every one of the published 
magazines. 

R. Wilbur Brown, Sr. died on October 28, 1958. 
The oldest of Brown’s sons was R. Wilbur Brown, 
Jr. (Born in 1896 and died in 1956). Wilbur was 
married to Lola Mae Beck (presently of Christoval) 
and they had two sons, Winfree L. Brown of Midland 
and Daniel F. Brown of Christoval. The middle son 
was Kenneth Wood Brown of San Angelo (born 1900 
and died 1982). Kenneth was married to Angie 
Evelyn Carr (born 1904 and died 1974) and they had 
two children, Wilbur Carr Brown of San Angelo and 
Brenda Ann Brown Barbutti of San Angelo. The third 
son is Edwin Elliott Brown who was born in 1908. 
Edwin married Ida Mae Warnock and they presently 
live in San Angelo. The couple had no children. 
Brown also had a foster daughter, Edith Mae Brown, 
who now lives in San Angelo. 

by Deborah Brown West 


BROWN, THOMAS 
JEFFERSON 


L-R. Front row: Thomas Jefferson, Floyd, Lula Belle 
with Lydia Mae on lap. Back row: George Brown, 
Haniel, Oscar and Walter 


Thomas Jefferson Brown was born October 22, 
1858, in Manchester Township, Dallas County, 
Arkansas. On February 12, 1885 he married Mattie 
C. Benson (born February 20, 1886). They had three 
sons to live (two died at birth), Walter Brown, Haniel 
Valentine Brown who married Bernie Manervia 
Fisher, and Oscar Cleveland Brown who married Iva 
Cook Keenan. Mattie Brown died April 9, 1892. On 
June 15, 1893, Thomas Jefferson married Mattie’s 


cousin, Lula Belle Ellis. They had six children, with 
three living to adulthood. The three are, Floyd 
George, who married Vera Alice Powell, the only 
member of the immediate family still living, farming 
with a son, KG. Jr., in Tom Green and Concho 
Counties; Lydia Mae married William Floyd (Jack) 
Wilson; and Maggie Dale married William Otto 
Miller. 


Lydia Mae and Maggie Dale Brown, daughters of 
Thomas Jefferson and Lula Belle Brown 


The family had moved to Mereta, Texas, after 
having lived in Winters, Miles, Paint Rock and for a 
year on the old Rathje farm two miles south of 
Veribest. They settled in 1903 on what is called the 
“Brown Old Home Place,” five miles southwest of 
Mereta. They were engaged in ranching and farming 
and had a large herd of horses. In 1906 Lula Belle 
died in childbirth, and she and the infant were buried 
together in the Eola, Texas, cemetery. Thomas 
Jefferson died February 28, 1907 of accidental 
gunshot incurred while cleaning his gun. He was 
buried beside his wife in the Eola Cemetery. 

The three older boys, who were then 22, 20, and 
17 years of age, took on the chore of raising two 
half-sisters and a half-brother, who ranged in ages 
from 3 to 9 years old. They pitched in and made a 
home for the younger children, becoming, and 
remaining, a very close-knit family. Their father had 
bought farm land and it is still owned and operated 
by members of the family. 

Oscar served in the army in France during 1918. 
Walter was due to leave for the army; so the younger 
children were sent to stay with Haniel and his wife, 
who were working in Rocksprings, Texas, at the 
Balentine Hotel, run by Lem and Viola Balentine. 
Viola and Bernie were sisters and the daughters of 
old-timer W.J. Fisher. The family remembers those 
days as happy days. 

Friends tell of visiting in the Brown home when 
the girls were small and watching the young brothers 
sit and brush and curl, long curls for their hair. As 
they got older, the boys being excellent cooks, taught 
the girls all about cooking and homemaking. A 
common sight was to see the girls standing and later 
sitting, on a high stool, mixing biscuits or rolling 
pie crusts. 

Walter died in June, 1942; Maggie in September, 
1963; Haniel in May 1966; Oscar in August, 1970; 
and Lydia in March, 1972. They left a large family 
who remembers them with pride. 

by Engedi Parmer 


BUCHANAN, G.H. 


George H. Buchanan was born in 1858 in 
Mississippi. He moved his family to Tom Green 
County in 1908 settling in the Vancourt area. His 
wife passed away in 1915. 

He began using the contour farming method in an 
effort to conserve and make full use of the limited 
rain falling on his farm. He had learned the 
advantages of contour rows on his father’s farm in 
Mississippi. The practice saved his and his neighbors’ 
farms during the drought of 1918. He is credited with 
pioneering the movement towards contour farming 
in this area. 

He moved to Dallas in 1921 and returned 
periodically to supervise operation of his farm. He 
returned to Vancourt in 1948 to live with his daughter, 
Mrs. J.D. (Annie Will) York. 

Mr. Buchanan passed away August 29, 1950, and 
is buried in Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

His obituary in the San Angelo Standard-Times 
lists the following survivors: three daughters — Mrs. 
J.D. York, Vancourt; Mrs. Cecil Lowrey, Lancaster; 
and Mrs. J.M. Jones of Dallas; seven sons — L.B., 
J.M., L.M., F.C., and J.V. Buchanan, all of Dallas, 
and G.D. of Houston, and H.B. of San Antonio; and 
seven grandchildren. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


BULLOCK, ROBERT 
FRANKLIN 


Robert Franklin Bullock 


Robert Franklin Bullock was born in Brazos 
County, Texas, November 3, 1884, in Bryan. His 
parents were Amos S. and Mary Edwinna Bullock. 
Robert died April 18, 1954, in San Angelo, and is 
buried at Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens. 

Robert Franklin Bullock and Rosa Seipp were 
married December 23, 1906, in Runnels County, 
Texas. Their descendants are as follows: Leonard 
Franklin Bullock, Herbert Lee Bullock, Maurine 
Bullock Bowers, and Helen Bullock Callaway; two 
grandsons: Robert Lewis Bullock of Denver, 
Colorado, and Paul Lynn Bullock of Nurnberg, West 
Germany; two granddaughters: Sandra Lynn Bullock 
Jones of San Angelo, and Jo Anne Bullock Jones of 
Uvalde, Texas; five great-grandsons: Sean Michael 
Bullock, Joseph Bullock, Levi Sage Bullock, Ryan 
Michael Jones, and Chase Edward Jones; two great- 


granddaughters: Michele Lynn Jones and Kathryn 
Louise Jones. 

Robert Franklin Bullock had three sisters: Linn 
Zenobia, Burty Lanord, and Emma Irene. He had 
three brothers: Homer, Horace Emory, and Charles 
Madison. 

Robert Franklin Bullock was a direct descendant 
of Captain Hugh Bullock who is listed in the official 
records of Virginia as a member of the King’s 
Council in 1631. Hugh Bullock was born in England 
in 1580. He was an early emigrant to America and 
owned over two thousand acres of land near James 
City in Virginia. 

Robert Franklin Bullock was the owner-operator 
of Bullock and Taylor Electric Company which he 
established in 1906. He was financial partners with 
Doctor T.W. Taylor. In 1936 Leonard F. Bullock 
bought Doctor Taylor’s part of the business. Wendell 
Mike Jones, son-in-law of Leonard Bullock, bought 
the business in 1971, and he has owned and operated 
it since then. 

Herbert Lee Bullock worked for the business from 
1945 until he retired in 1985. 

The business was located at 17 West Beauregard, 
225 West Beauregard, and at the present time is 
located at 1022 South Oakes. 

Bullock and Taylor Electric Company sold lamps 
and fixtures and did commercial and residential 
wiring. 

Robert Franklin Bullock was a member of the First 
Baptist Church. He was a member of the fraternal 
order of the Knights of Pythias. His hobbies were 
hunting and fishing. He was an avid football fan. 
His friends and fellow fishermen were Cooter 
Flanigan, Cell W. Mims, A.L. Lott, Pink Wilson, and 
C.S. Gibbs. They enjoyed many happy trips to fish 
and hunt near Comstock near Bobcat Carter’s cave 
on the Rio Grande River. 

by Louise and Herbert Bullock 


BUNYARD, BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN “BEN” 
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Marguerite Bunyard and a friend with the first radio 
brought west of the Mississippi, listening thru 
earphones and from top-mounted horn. 


When Ben Bunyard was 16 and in the eighth grade 
in Meridian, Mississippi, he fell in love with a 
daughter of a rich plantation owner. As was the 
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BUNYARD ELECTRIC COMPANY 
“The Radiola Shop”, Ist person on left Ben F: Bunyard 


custom then, the girl’s father told Ben’s father to get 
the boy out of town. Ben arrived in San Angelo 
sometime in 1904 with 35¢. He found a rooming 
house where three other youths had just arrived: 
Houston Harte, Ed Blanton, and Ben Roster. Harte 
wanted to start a newspaper; Roster and Blanton were 
trained printers. Thus the San Angelo Standard-Times 
was born. 

Ben Bunyard had been an apprentice electrician 
in Meridian; so he opened a small electric and battery 
(main source of power then) store. He soon won the 
electrical contract for St. John’s Hospital; after that 
he wired most of the principal buildings. 

Ben married Bess Staggs in 1906. 

Ben’s business prospered; so he ordered a luxury 
auto, a red Oakland touring car with white top and 
side curtains with isinglass windows to be buttoned 
down in bad weather. Ben took the train to Dallas to 
drive the car back and surprise his family. There was 
a terrible storm and the car bogged down on the hill 
at Junction. He abandoned it and returned a week 
later when the road was navigable. 

He was intrigued by progress, and he brought the 
first radio west of the Mississippi River. It stood on 
the front porch where people lined up at night to 
take turns listening through earphones to this “talking 
box.’’ One elderly man waited over an hour and 
strained to hear the words, only to turn to Ben and 
say, “Hit won’t never amount to nothin’.”” 

In 1926, the Bunyards paid an astronomical $6,000 
cash to build an ultra modern “Spanish” home at 
Jefferson and Pecos in newly opened Santa Rita 
Heights. 

To cool and insulate the flat-roofed house, he 
designed a copper pan 4” deep to hold water and 
reflect the sun away. Until then, electric wiring was 
strung from a nearby pole to a house and most 
internal wiring was exposed. Ben introduced 
concealed wiring by pulling the wires through 
conduit buried in the ground and then running them 
between the walls. By each door was a light switch 
so you could turn the lights on or off without 
returning to the first switch used. 

Until then, the Concho River formed the western 
border of San Angelo; so the Bunyards were teased 
for moving so far out into the country. But the 
“Electric House”’ was open to the public for a month 
so people could see the modern inventions. The 
stoves, refrigerator, washing machine, heaters, and 
outside illumination were all electric. You could turn 
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the house, yard, and garage lights on in the garage 
or the house. You could park in the garage, turn all 
the lights on, walk safely to the house and turn the 
garage lights off — a revolutionary technique! 

Fishing and hunting were Ben’s passion. He 
stocked a few guns and fishing equipment in his shop 
so he could “buy them wholesale.’’ His close 
companions were sportsmen: Dr. Alton Bunyard, a 
nephew; Krit Clark; Herbert Toombs who ranched 
at Uvalde; Sam Kistler; and John Bates. 

Ben fished almost every day and hated the turtles 
nibbling at his bait; so he invented a turtle trap. 
Restaurants from as far as Paris ordered soft-shelled 
turtles. Ben shipped them a while and finally sent 
them drawings of the trap so they could catch their 
own. The little glass reflectors which form night 
signals on streets and highways were also his idea. 
He never bothered to patent his inventions; to him 
they were useful shortcuts to whatever he was doing 
at the time. 

Bess died in 1956; Ben followed five years later. 
Survivors were Otto Lee who had one son, J.G. who 
had three sons and a daughter, and Marguerite — all 
had learned from Ben and Bess the ethics of life and 
a love for the outdoors. 

by Marguerite Bunyard Randhawa 


BUNYARD, BESS (STAGGS) 


Bess Staggs Bunyard, age 16 


Gabe Staggs and his wife lived in McKinney. Their 
first child, a boy, died young. Bess was born on 
March 5, 1890, and she developed asthma like her 
father. Mrs. Staggs died when Bess was quite young 
and Gabe married a teacher. They moved to Carlsbad 
because of the asthma and Gabe opened a saloon 
and bought a nice farm. 

Bess showed musical talent; so she was sent to 
the Catholic convent in San Angelo for a musical 
education. She loved the nuns and spoke of them 
often. Until the convent was moved she visited 
weekly, taking things not available in the convent. 

Frequently her brother visited Bess at school, 
sometimes with his new friend, Ben Bunyard. Bess 
waited anxiously for Ben’s visits, as did he, and soon 
their attraction was convent gossip. After researching 
Ben’s character, the nuns got Gabe’s permission for 
Bess and Ben to take short, unchaperoned daytime 
dates outside the convent. For these occasions Ben 
hired a wagon or surrey so they could go to the 
Concho River to spend their time. 

One afternoon Ben bought a basket of peaches 
for Bess; they would have a picnic in the park. When 
Ben tied the wagon to get Bess, he put the peaches 
on the seat. Bess wore a beautiful new dress for the 
outing; she was 16, very attractive — and quite thrilled 
with Ben’s courtship. 

Young Ben praised her beauty when he helped 
her up onto the wagon. Bess was thrilled. In their 
enthusiasm, Ben forgot the peaches and Bess sat in 
the middle of them, ruining her lovely dress. Both 
were horrified, and in the excitement of apologizing 
to each other, Ben proposed marriage and Bess 
accepted. 

They bought a house on Chadbourne and 20th 
Street, and most of the furnishings were “hand-me- 
downs.”’ The Immanuel Baptist Church was short 
blocks away. Social activities centered around the 
church in those days, and the Bunyards never missed 
a function. They had three children: Otto Lee, J.G. 
(Bud), and Marguerite. 

Silent films called “flicks” were the new craze in 
the East. The pictures were still slides projected very 
rapidly to produce the effect of motion. Ben and Bess 
held “flick” shows in the open air of a vacant lot on 
the northeast corner of Chadbourne and Beauregard. 
As background music, Bess played the piano, ebbing 
and flowing as the action required. To spell her, they 
hired a black man who was blind and an exceptional 
pianist. The slides were projected onto the side of a 
building on the adjoining lot. The projector, piano, 
and Bess were mounted on the back of a wagon so 
they could be quickly moved to shelter in case of 
rain. Ben was the horse power. They had to sacrifice 
the cinema when the Central National Bank decided 
to build there. 

Ben’s electrical business flourished; so they had 
most of the things they needed. When the movie 
business went and she was busy with the three 
children, Bess gave up the piano. As compensation, 
they bought one of the new Victrolas which were 
such a hit in the East. Bess’ favorite record was “The 
Death of Floyd Collins.” which she played daily. A 
cave or mine shaft had collapsed on Floyd and the 
reporters caught his failing words as the rescuers 
were unable to reach him. Bess cried and relived the 
tragedy each time she played it. 

They lived comfortably, but Bess dreamed of 
building their own home. She would furnish it with 
all new things throughout. She would move the 
family clothes, nothing else. Linens, dishes, silver, 
crystal, furniture — all would be new. 


And that’s the way it was. Ben’s brother, Tom 
Bunyard, a developer, opened the area west of the 
Concho. He built his own “Spanish” house on 
Jefferson. Tom was a handsome much-sought-after 
bachelor and — San Angelo could hardly stand it — 
he had the first Chinese houseboy in West Texas. 

Tom built a similar house for Ben and Bess on the 
corner. It had every modern convenience of the day, 
and Bess stood by her word: everything except 
clothing was left behind. 

Neither Ben nor Bess was educated beyond the 
8th grade, and they didn’t enjoy reading. Glassed in 
book shelves flanked the fireplace; so they had to 
buy books. They shopped for attractive covers but 
they did well and bought an encyclopedia, 
Shakespeare’s works and much of the great literature 
of the day. 

As the children married and left home, Bess went 
back to her music. She bought a piano from Millard 
Allen, who often came to dinner and played for the 
family. Soon Bess’ ability to play returned and she 
often substituted for church pianists who had to be 
away. 

Bess died in June, 1956. Marguerite returned from 
India that summer; so Bess saw her family together 
again before she died. 

by Marguerite Randhawa 


BUNYARD, J.G. 
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J. G. Bunyard, 1972 
J.G. (James Gabriel) Bunyard, only son of Ben 
and Bess Bunyard, was born on January 18, 1911; 
he was called “Bud” or “Brother”. He was in San 
Angelo College’s first class with his friends J.S. 
Smith and Sewell and Brents, the Kenley twins. 

From childhood J.G. worked with his father in 
the Bunyard Electric Co. When World War II broke 
out, J.G. understood the intricate wiring of airports. 
The Government snapped him up and throughout 
the war he was in airport lighting design and 
construction. 

Before the war J.G. and Mattie Blanton, niece of 
Ed Blanton, were married. They had three sons: 
Bobby, Jerry and James; they adopted a girl named 
Betty, now deceased. 

When WWII ended J.G. wanted his own electrical 
business. Mattie encouraged him and he founded 
Bunyard & Sons Electric Co. on 3rd Street when the 
boys were still little. 


The war had absorbed all materials and labor and 
there had been no civilian construction. With war 
over, everyone began building. Ben Bunyard ran a 
“scab” shop and J.G.’s was union; together they got 
the lion’s share. As his business grew, J.G. took Bill 
Jackson as his partner and business manager. Later 
Jerry bought Jackson out and became his father’s 
partner. Bobby went into general construction and 
James became a banker. They all live in San Angelo. 
Religion, not business, was J.G.’s driving force. He 
dreamed of being ordained a Baptist minister but 
that was not to be. He knew his Bible so well that he 
began substituting for absent ministers in the area. 
Mattie and her children were always on the front 
row. 

When the Businessmen’s Bible Class was formed 
at the Hilton Hotel for men who shunned formal 
services but enjoyed the brotherhood, J.G. took a 
leading position. As class teacher, he completed 27 
years of faithful ministry to the class and its radio 
audience. The members had a deep respect for this 
man who taught them in layman’s language, using 
analogous terms to span the workman’s experience 
and the need for spiritual communion. 

Criminals were his great concern. J.G. conducted 
a weekly jail ministry, striving to guide hardened 
criminals to a better life. The Gideon movement was 
also ideal for J.G. He served in several official 
positions in the organization. 

Mattie and J.G. eventually divorced. Both 
remarried, he to Lorraine Letcher, a St. Louis 
socialite. Though J.G. was flying between 
construction sites in a private plane, he proposed to 
Lorraine in his pickup, thus turning her life around. 
She became one of J.G.’s greatest fans. J.G. died in 
December 1982; Lorraine soon followed him. 

Smitty and J.G. were friends from childhood 
through the ever-widening distance that time wedged 
between them. Charlie Joe Stone was a friend J.G. 
found later, in religious activities. These friendships 
remained strong to the end. 

by Marguerite Randhawa 


BURGESS, ALBERT (LEE) 


Albert Burgess and Dora 


Albert (Lee) Burgess was born July 4, 1933 near 
Merryville, Louisiana, to William Burgess, who was 
three-fourths Cherokee, and Madgie (Doyle) 
Burgess, who was Irish. His father was killed in an 
oil field explosion accident when Lee was a small 
boy, in 1945. His mother died in Merryville, 
Louisiana on April 1, 1962. Lee’s brothers and sisters 


are Elbert, deceased, Carl Lee of LaGrange, Georgia; 
Laura V. of San Angelo, who first married Bill 
Strickland, and later married R.V. Thompson; 
Dorothy Lee of LaGrange, Georgia, who married 
Arlen (Red) Welborn; and Fay of South Carolina, 
who married Donald Prather. 

Lee married Dora Martha (Poss) Meek in San 
Angelo. Lee has worked for McRan Construction 
for 32 years and Dora has worked for the San 
Angelo Independent School District for 16 years. 

Their family includes four sons: Franklin Dwaine 
Meek, who married Mary Jane Cox McManus; 
Dennis Michael Burgess, who married Sandra Kay 
Harris; Donald Lloyd Burgess who served three years 
in the Coast Guard and is a Registered Nurse; and 
David Lee Burgess. 

Lee and Dora have six grandchildren: Jimmy Leon 
McManus, Danny Lee McManus, Franklin Dwaine 
Meek, Jr., Ronnie Allan Meek, Tiauda Leshay 
Burgess and Kasondra Angelique Burgess. 

They also have two great-grandchildren: James 
Lee McManus and Katherine Marie McManus. 

by Dora Poss Burgess 


BURKLEY, ODELL 
and DOROTHY 


Odell and Dorothy Burkley 


Mary Jodell Bremby and Linda Bell honored their 
parents Odell and Dorothy Burkley, on their 25th 
wedding anniversary with a reception at the Burkley 
home, at 123 East 11th Street, on September 23, 
1987. The Reverend Roland Jones decorated the 
house. They are pastors of the Wesley United 
Methodist Church. A friend (white) baked the bride 
and groom cakes. Dorothy’s brother, William 
Sheppard of Henderson, Texas, is a gospel singer. 
He sent them a tape congratulating them on their 
silver anniversary and dedicating a couple of songs 
to them. Thirty guests called and were served 
sandwiches, fresh vegetables, mixed nuts, mints, 
cake and punch or coffee. 

Dorothy Genelle Sheppard was born May 20, 
1938, at Laneville, Texas. She was the fifth of twelve 
children born to Pettie Sheppard and Mazzie Bell 
Punch Sheppard. She graduated from Allen High 
School at Laneville in 1958. She worked for eight 
years in a nursing home before moving to San 
Angelo. She was visiting in San Angelo and met 


75 


Odell Burkley, whom she married on October 6, 
1962. 

To Odell Burkley and Joethel Sianches Johnson 
Burkley, their only child, Odell, was born on May 
13, 1929, at Mineola, Texas. Odell is one-half 
American Indian. They moved to San Angelo, and 
Odell finished Blackshear Junior High School. 

Dorothy and Odell are members of the Wesley 
United Methodist Church and sing in the choir. Odell 
is a member of the WUMC Men’s Bible Class. 
Dorothy does volunteer work there in the soup 
kitchen. 

Odell will retire in January 1988, after being 
employed by General Telephone Company of the 
Southwest for 30 years. He is a member of 
Communications Workers of America, Local 12171. 

Dorothy worked as a nurse’s aide for two years at 
Baptist Memorials, and seven years at Park Plaza 
Nursing Center. Now, she does domestic work. 

They have two daughters, Mary Jodell born April 
25, 1964, in San Angelo. On February 14, 1986, she 
married Sgt. Clifton Bremby, Jr., a military career 
man who is stationed at Goodfellow Air Force Base. 

The other daughter, Linda, was born July 26, 1965, 
in San Angelo. She married November 17, 1985, Sgt. 
Michael Bell, also a career man. They live at the Air 
Force Base, Pope, North Carolina. They have one 
child, Michael Bell, Jr. 

by Marie Triplett Foster 


BURROUGHS, JOHN 
BLANCHARD 
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Bettie and John B. Burroughs 


John Blanchard Burroughs and wife, Bettie Hines 
Burroughs, moved to San Angelo in 1922, having 
been married in Hayrick (the first county seat of Coke 
County) in 1890. They owned and operated a meat 
market and restaurant in the old Phaul building on 
North Chadbourne. His barbecue was his pride and 
specialty. 

He was a member of the Oddfellow Lodge and 
she a member of the Rebekahs. He was extremely 
interested in politics, a staunch Democrat. He would 
be very proud that his great-granddaughter (Carline 
Pinkston Tucker) “caught” his political fever and 
now serves on the City Council of San Angelo. 

John and Bettie were the parents of eleven 
children, nine of who preceded them in death. Wanda 
Burroughs Voss still resides in San Angelo. 

Mrs. Burroughs died in 1962 and he died in 1966. 
At that time he still owned land on the Divide north 
of Water Valley in Coke County. He had had more 
than a section in cultivation and was proud to be 
known as “Farmer John” Burroughs. 


76 


John and Bettie both moved to Coke County in 
1889. He was born in Marion County, Alabama, in 
1871, the son of James A. Burroughs and Mary Neal 
Burroughs. She was born in Rayville, Louisiana, in 
1873, the daughter of John Thomas Hines and Sarah 
Beal Hines. 

by Wilma Gardner 


BUSHONG, ANDREW 
JACKSON (ANDY) 


Andrew J., Bertha and Zora Cox Bushong 


Andrew Jackson Bushong, son of Geo. W. 
Bushong and Catherine Reed, was born February 19, 
1873, at Duffau, Erath County, Texas. As a young 
man, he moved to Glen Rose, Coleman County, with 
his father and family. He worked on ranches as a 
cowboy most of his young years. While in Glen Rose 
he met and fell in love with Zora Cox and they were 
married there March 24, 1895. Their first daughter 
Mary Bertha was born there September 1, 1896. 

Andrew J. moved to Knickerbocker, Texas, when 
Bertha was in school or at least she went to school 
there. Andy had a job with the X.Q.Z. Ranch and 
lived with his family on the ranch. Bertha would ride 
a horse to school, which was a few miles away. Their 
second daughter was born in Knickerbocker May 
26, 1910. Bertha became a teacher and taught school 
in Barnhart, Stiles, Big Lake and several years in 
Rankin. I don’t know where else but she taught until 
she retired. She died in Amarillo, Texas, and is buried 
in Canyon, Texas. She married Grover Lyle and had 
one son, Andy Clive. The marriage ended in divorce. 

The second daughter, Donabell, married a wheat 
farmer, Bailey McCormic July 25, 1931, in San 
Angelo, Texas, buying their license in Mertzon, 
Texas. She had a son, Jack Bailey, born August 20, 
1937 in Amarillo. He married Thresa E. Mickey, and 
their daughter Nancy Sharon was born May 6, 1941. 
Nancy married Donald Gene Williams. 

Andrew J. (Andy) and Zora moved to Irion 
County, buying a home and some ranch land in Irion 
County at Mertzon. I don’t know how long they lived 
there before they sold out and moved to Rankin, 
Upton County, but Donabell is registered in Mertzon 
school in 1917, and I think they sold their house there 
in 1922 or 1923. 

In Upton County, Andy worked for the Postal 
Service and was Postmaster there for many years. 
He also had ranching interests, leasing ranch land 
from McCamey to Coke County. He retired from 
the postal service in 1943 and from ranching about 
three years later. He died from a heart attack July 
20, 1954, and is buried in Rankin Cemetery. Zora 
(Cox) Bushong followed him in death December 3, 
1959, dying in Canyon and buried in Rankin 
Cemetery by her husband. 


The Bushong family were truly pioneers of the 
West and played a big part in the settling and progress 
of it. Tom Green County was only ten years old when 
they came there, and Irion was taken out of it in 1889. 
So each county was less than twenty years old when 
the Bushong families moved to it. 

by Lillie Mae Childress Martin 


BUSHONG, GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 
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George Washington Bushong and wife, Catherine 
Reed Bushong 


George Washington Bushong was born May 22, 
1827, in Pickens County, Alabama, son of Jacob 
Bushong and Mary Parsons. He married Catherine 
Reed, daughter of William B. Reed, first judge of 
Hamilton County, and granddaughter of Rev. Isaac 
Reed, who established one of the first Baptist 
Churches and schools in Texas in 1836, while it was 
still Mexico. She was born December 14, 1839, Rusk 
County, Texas, died April 26, 1902, and was buried 
in Talpa Cemetery. George W. died in 1908 and is 
buried by his wife. Have not found their marriage 
license. 

William Reed Bushong took care of his father and 
mother until their death. He moved from 
Knickerbocker to Ballinger and married Hattie 
Roberts, from England. He was rural mail carrier in 
Coleman County, living in Talpa until he retired. He 
raised his family at Talpa, Texas. Reed Bushong died 
in Odessa, Texas, and is buried at Talpa. 

When George W. Bushong moved to 
Knickerbocker, his brother Andrew Jackson and two 
sisters, Sarah and Selena, moved with him. They 
never married. The family had some livestock, and 
moved by covered wagon, driving their stock, which 
consisted of cows and horses, with them. The country 
was sparsely settled, and they just grazed their 
livestock along as they moved, until they found a 
place to settle. Sarah died in Sonora, and Andrew 
and Selena died in Mertzon, Irion County, Texas. 

George and Catherine had five children: Mary M. 
who married Edgar C. Hensley, Sarah (Sue) who 
married J.E. Knight, Andrew (Andy) J. who married 
Zora Cox, Nancy (Nan) who married Samuel Pharris, 
a cousin of Zora and William Reed. 

I don’t know exactly when this branch of 
Bushongs migrated to Texas, but it must have been 
about 1860, as they are in the 1870 Erath County 
census, living near Daufau. All their children were 


born there except Mary Melvina, who was born in 
Hamilton County near Hico where her grandfather 
Wm. B. Reed had his ranch. It seemed this family 
loaded up their wagons and moved on West as the 
counties opened up. 

George W. and his brother Andrew were both in 
the Frontier Protection Rangers and were called out 
on the last Indian Battle on Dove Creek, but never 
got there because the fight was over and they were 
turned back. 

William Reed, George and Catherine were the 
only ones of this family who went back; the others 
lived and died around Tom Green and Irion County. 
The Bushong brand was B-. 

by Lillie Mae Martin 


BUTTS, LEVI (LEE) and 
NARBERRY (WHEELER) 
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Narberry and Levi Butts of Wall, Texas. 


Levi (Lee) Marion Butts was born June 27, 1863, 
in Kentucky. His parents were William Washington 
Butt and Sarah Elizabeth Kenady. 

The But, Buts, Butz, DeButts family is believed 
to have originated in Germany. Early in the 18th 
century many inhabitants of the lower Palatinate, 
lying on both sides of the Rhine River in Germany, 
were driven from their homes by the persecution of 
Louis XIV of France, whose army desolated their 
country. Many of these fugitives went to England 
and there changed their names to Butts or Butt, and 
some came directly to America. There were several 
ships of Palatinates who came to America between 
1732 and 1754, of which a Buttz, Butts or Butz 
chartered the ships and was the Master. 

In 1875, three brothers and a sister, William 
Washington Butt, Richard Porter Butts, Zachary 
Taylor Butts, and Aneliza Butt Evans, left their home 
in Kentucky and headed for “wild and wooley” 
Texas, to seek their fortune. 

The three brothers brought their young families 
to Texas and settled first in Coryell County, while 
their sister went first to McLennon County. From 
there they began to spread out, and today their 
descendants are found not only all over Texas, but 
throughout the United States. 

Levi married Narberry Wheeler on January 20, 
1887. Her parents were Dr. Raymond Charles 
Wheeler and Helen Mary (Young) Wheeler. Narberry 
was born June 18, 1867 in Kentucky. Levi and 
Narberry brought their children to Wall, Texas, where 
they farmed. Several children were born after they 
came to this area. 


Hallie Pearl was born December 2, 1887, in Pearl, 
Texas. Gertrude was born in 1888 and died in 1905. 
She is buried in Wall, Texas. Roy was born December 
5, 1891, and died in 1951. He is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery, in San Angelo, Texas. Montie was born 
February 12, 1893, and died in 1969. Vernon was 
born February 12, 1895, and died December 29, 
1895, and is buried in Hillsdale Cemetery, Coryell 
County. 

Lloyd was born May 21, 1897, and died in 1975. 
Alta E. was born February 21, 1898, and died March 
14, 1898, and is buried in Pearl Cemetery. Allene 
was born August 15, 1902, in Pearl, Texas, and died 
September 19, 1979 in San Angelo. Charlie Voy was 
born April 3, 1904. Emmett was born April 2, 1906, 
and died August 29, 1979, in San Angelo. Cecil was 
born March 10, 1908, in Wall, Texas, and died July 
2, 1987. He is buried in Fairmount Cemetery in San 
Angelo. Raymond was born in 1910 and died in 
1930. 

Narberry Butts died January 6, 1941, and is buried 
in the Water Valley Cemetery under the name of Nara 
B. Butts. Levi Butts died March 23, 1941, and is 
buried in the Water Valley Cemetery under the name 
of Lee Butts. 

by Milton Blanton 


BYARS, DR. PERRY J.C., 
JR. 


Dr. Perry J. C. Byars, Jr., was born in Lebanon, 
Tennessee, September 27, 1911. His father, Reverend 
J. D. Byars, had taken his family to Tennessee to 
complete his education at Cumberland and 
Vanderbilt Universities in order to be ordained a 
Presbyterian minister. The family moved to Texas 
in 1916. 

Dr. Byars grew up in Central Texas, graduating 
from Belton High School, from Trinity University 
at Waxahatchie in 1934, and from University of 
Texas Medical School, Galveston, in 1939. 

He married Margaret Elsie Dobbins June 24, 1939 
in Galveston. Her parents were Thomas Lee and 
Martha Alberta Dobbins, formerly of Marietta, 


The Levi Butts Family, ca. 1910 - Wall, Texas 


Georgia, whose grandparents had come into North 
Georgia after the Civil War from the Spartanberg 
and Rutherford area of North Carolina. 

Dr. Byars’ parents were originally from the 
McMinnville, Tennessee area, his father being the 
son of Elder Perry Green Byars, early settler from 
North Carolina into that region. The children of 
Reverend Byars and his wife, Zora E. (Talley) Byars 
were: Frankie Loucille, Clarence, Joseph Weldon, 
Perry J.C., Chester Woodrow, and Gracie Nell. Only 
two are living in 1987: Chester Woodrow of 
Birdsnest, Virginia, and Gracie Nell (Bryant) Hacker 
of Hunt, Texas. 

In 1940, Dr. Byars entered the Army. He and Mrs. 
Byars were stationed at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, 
when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, shooting 
through their quarters. As a surgeon, Dr. Byars 
operated 48 hours on casualties from the attack. 

He was later transferred to the Island of Hawaii, 
then to Guadalcanal. He served five and a half years 
in the military. When peace was declared, he came 
from Thayer General Hospital, Nashville, to San 
Angelo, to enter private practice. He was the only 
orthopedic surgeon in the entire region for many 
years. 

Dr. Byars was an Elder in the First Presbyterian 
Church, a Past Potentate of Suez Shrine and a 32 
degree Mason. He was active in the Tom Green 
Medical Society and a Fellow of the International 
College of Surgeons. He was once a member of 
Shannon Hospital Board. 

Medical Arts Building was built by a group of 
doctors, including Dr. Byars; he maintained his office 
there. Being a Trinity University graduate, he was 
active when the university moved to San Antonio 
and served as President of the Alumni Society. 

After retirement from active practice in 1975, Dr. 
Byars served as Director of Angelo State University 
Clinic until his death August 7, 1977, on his ranch 
in Schleicher County. 

Three children were born to Dr. and Mrs. Byars: 
Alan Edward Byars, February 24, 1942; Martha 
Elizabeth (Byars) Wetherholt, June 24, 1945; and 
Dale Everett Byars, August 7, 1950. 

by Margaret D. Byars 


77 


BYLER, ELLIOTT R. 


Elliott R. Byler 


Elliott R. Byler was born July 18, 1831, in 
Hickman County, Tennessee. Serena Patton was born 
February 25, 1834. They were married October 1, 
1850. Six years later Elliott became a member of 
the Primitive Baptist Church. 

The dark war clouds were fast lowering, and after 
a few years of happy, domestic life he was called to 
the defense of his Sunny Southland. No second call 
nor conscript law was needed to obtain a response 
from this true hearted patriot. He cheerfully followed 
the Stars and Bars and became an ardent supporter 
of the Lost Cause. 

Elliott Byler brought his family from Washington 
County, Arkansas, to Knickerbocker in 1878. They 
stayed only a short time until they moved above 
Colorado City on the Colorado River. They returned 
to Knickerbocker after the 1882 flood. They moved 
to their homestead which was at the head of Dove 
Creek near Knickerbocker. This homestead was very 
near the site of the 1865 Battle of Dove Creek. 


Serna Patton Byler 


Children born to Elliott and Serena were: Susanna, 
October 17, 1851; Charity M., September 10, 1853, 
died September 15, 1878; Lurena L., December 17, 
1855, died January 30, 1933; Fereby E., January 20, 
1858, died April 21, 1891; Jacob A., February 1, 
1860, died March 12, 1944; Stacy E., July 6, 1865, 
died January 11, 1930; Lucinda, November 14, 1867, 
died March 6, 1947; Samantha M., February 1, 1870, 
died November 30, 1900; Mary Louise, January 5, 
1872, died April 7, 1947; Viana E., July 24, 1874, 
died July 22, 1892; and Effie A., February 20, 1877, 
died October 23, 1878. 

Susanna married J.C. Everett April 23, 1868. 
Lurena married W.M. Holiman June 14, 1874. 
Fereby married J.H. Bullion September 5, 1875. 
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Fereby later married a gentleman by the name of 
Scott. Charity married J.C. Breedlove January 16, 
1876. Viana married Will Carver February 10, 1892. 
Mary Louise married W.J.D. (Bill) Carr June 18, 
1900. She previously was married to a gentleman 
by the name of Allen. 

Elliott died May 22, 1905. Serena died December 
5, 1914. They had continued to live on their 
homestead near Knickerbocker until their deaths. 
Funeral services for each were conducted at the 
Christian Church in Sherwood. Ex-Confederate 
comrades of Elliott’s served as pallbearers. They are 
both buried in the Sherwood Cemetery. 

by Peggy Wuemling Steger 


BYRD, CARL 


Carl Lynn Byrd 


Carl Lynn Byrd was born October 28, 1913 at 
Veribest, Texas. Carl, and his twin brother Curtis, 
were the youngest sons of George Jefferson and Lena 
Massey Byrd. Jeff was an early day cowboy on 
several ranches in the area who later farmed on Lipan 
Flat where he raised a large family and was 
instrumental in forming both the Veribest and Byrd 
schools. 

Carl attended both the Byrd and Veribest schools 
and graduated from high school at Miles, Texas in 
1931. Carl married Esther Morrow, the oldest 
daughter of S.F. and Ida Morrow who also farmed 
in the area, on April 16, 1933. Carl built Esther a 
small house on the west side of the Byrd home place 
where they started their family in 1934. Carl farmed 
and raised sheep in the early married years. During 
World War II, Carl and family moved to Texon to 
work in the oilfield, but after a couple of years, they 
returned to Veribest, moving into the Byrd family 
home where they resided until 1947 when they built 
a new home in San Angelo at 122 N. Bell where 
Esther still resides. Carl died in San Angelo on June 
4, 1980. 

Carl and Esther had three sons, Jack, Ron, and 
Danny, born in 1934, 1939, and 1946, respectively. 
Jack and his wife, Marline Perkins Byrd live in 
Midland. Ron and his wife, Maureen Walls Byrd live 
in Houston. Jack and Ron graduated from Texas Tech 
with petroleum engineering degrees and are in the 
oil business. Both Marline and Maureen are San 


Esther Morrow Byrd 


Angelo High graduates. Danny and his wife, Sue 
Langenfeld Byrd, live in San Angelo. Sue is a native 
of Buffalo, New York. Danny farms the Byrd family 
land as well as other leased lands around Veribest. 

Carl farmed and traded in livestock most of his 
life but his proudest accomplishment was building a 
dairy from scratch in 1950 to a 200 plus cow 
operation. Carl expanded the dairy on land purchased 
from Mrs. E.P. Dickson in 1963 adjacent to the 
Schneemann farm which Carl had first leased around 
1950 and where his initial dairy was located. Carl 
and son Danny, were partners in the dairy until Carl’s 
death. Danny continued the dairy until 1987. 

Carl was an avid fisherman and hunter. He enjoyed 
many a day hunting deer and quail with his favorite 
hunting companions including his friends, his bird 
dogs, his Honda three wheeler and his sons and 
grandkids. Carl, or “Skinny” as he was known by 
his childhood friends when he was a high school 
miler, will also be remembered as old “8 to 5” which 
were the odds he always insisted on in his friendly 
wagers. 

by Esther Byrd 


BYRD, CURTIS M. 


Curtis Byrd, 1920's, Fairview — 

In March 1914, Curtis Byrd, with less than a 
dollar in his pocket, bundled a change of clothes and 
saddled his horse to ride West. It was two days riding 
time from his father’s home in Brown County to the 
Bismarck Community in Tom Green. He had learned 
that Rob Boykin, on the Lipan Flat, needed a hired 
hand. Curtis Byrd, at age nineteen, was ready for 


the job. He was a natural-born farmer and ready to 
work! 

Curtis could load a wagon of bundled cane, drive 
it to the wagon yard in San Angelo, sell it, deliver it, 
and be on his way back to the farm before “Mr. 
Boykin” could get to town to tell him “how” to deal. 

In 1914, homeowners in San Angelo kept a few 
chickens, a milk cow and a horse and buggy in barns 
at the alley of their property. Once Curtis Byrd had 
stacked cane in a barn, he was a “regular.” It was a 
joy in the 1970’s, for Curtis to drive down the alleys 
on West Twohig and identify some of the out- 
buildings still standing there. 

Curtis was a happy, fun-loving, young man. He 
could play the harmonica and the jew’s harp, and 
sing and whistle. It was no surprise to the community 
when he married the farmer’s daughter, Maud 
Boykin, September 11, 1914. 
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Curtis and Maud settled in a two-room house in 
the Scherz Community. Two daughters were born to 
them: Gladys Ione, July 25, 1915 and Mignon 
Thisbe, August 28, 1917. 

During the drought of 1918 Curtis went to Bisbee, 
Arizona to work in the copper mines. This was a 
survival tactic which he endured for nine months. 

Back in Texas, Curtis settled his family in the 
Bismarck Community and started farming for him- 
self on acreage that had been made available to him 
by Mr. Boykin. 

Curtis and Maud were active in the organization 
and building of Fairview Church. Both were teachers 
in the Sunday School. 

Curtis was a trustee of Fairview School for a 
period of ten years. During cold winter months he 
rode his saddle horse to the school and started the 
morning fires in the large iron stove in each 
classroom. He was proud of the Fairview basketball 
team and would transport the boys to other schools 
staying overnight to care for them. He was impressed 
with the hardwood floor of the gymnasium at 
Barnhart. 

During the twenties and thirties many games of 
croquet were played at the Byrd place on the 
Fairview road. Sunday afternoon was a time of 
visitation, games, homemade ice cream, and good 
humor. 

In 1945 the farm was sold and the Byrds moved 
to a ranch in Coke County. 

Curtis and Maud are buried in the Fairmount 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 


by Gladys Byrd McClure 


BYRD, CURTIS W. 


Curtis and Grace Byrd on their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary, October 5, 1985. 


Curtis Wynn Byrd was born October 28, 1913 in 
Tom Green County, Texas to George Jefferson and 
Lena Massey Byrd. Curtis married Grace Sue Wilson 
in San Angelo on October 5, 1935. Grace was born 
to Luke M. and Martha Shipp Wilson in Bullard, 
Smith County, Texas on December 20, 1917. They 
had one daughter, Barbara Ann. Barbara married 
Richard D. Burrage and they had three children: 
Richard Dee, Jr., Timothy Wynn, and Lori Ann. Dee 
married Lisa Vines; Tim married Christi Zak; Lori 
married David Griffin. There are two great- 
grandchildren at this time. 

Curtis grew up in the Byrd Community, named 
for his father. He attended school at Byrd and 
Veribest. 

He farmed his father’s land with his twin, Carl, 
for a number of years. After his father’s death, he 
bought acreage from his sisters and that land has now 
been in the Byrd family for over one hundred years. 
Curtis and Grace bought the old ‘John Moser’ place 
soon after their marriage. They sold that place and 
bought the Elzie Williams place one mile north of 
Veribest. 

Jeff Byrd named his son, Curtis, and his nephew, 
Frank Johnson, as trustees of Mullins cemetery at 
his death. Curtis spent many hours there, watering, 
planting trees and filling in sunken graves. 

Although Curtis farmed, he loved raising livestock 
and trading farm equipment best. He traveled to farm 
implement sales over the Panhandle and West Texas. 
He was a real ‘horse trader.’ He preferred sheep to 
cattle, but usually had both. His dream was to strike 
oil on the Byrd place. 

Curtis served on the Federal Land Board and the 
board of West Texas Boys Ranch. 

Grace attended school at Bullard, Woodville, and 
San Angelo, Texas. She came to San Angelo in 1934 
and lived with a sister, Beatrice White. 

After her marriage, Grace was active in a quilting 
club at Byrd and PTA at Byrd and Veribest school 
where Barbara attended school. She is a member of 
the Veribest United Methodist and was on the 
building committee when the present church was 
built in 1960. 


Barbara Byrd, daughter of Curtis and Grace Byrd, 
age 14 years. 


Barbara is a registered nurse. She lives in San 
Angelo and is supervisor of the Home Care Unit of 
St. John’s Hospital. 

In later years, Grace and Curtis spent their 
summers in Ruidoso, New Mexico. Both loved the 
mountains and horse races. They opened their home 
there to their West Texas friends and carried them 
on tours of the Ruidoso area. 

The couple observed their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary October 5, 1985. Curtis died July 10, 
1986 and is buried in Mullins cemetery. Grace 
continues to live on the farm in the Veribest 
community. 

by Jo Johnson 


BYRD, GEORGE 
JEFFERSON 


George Jefferson Byrd was born June 10, 1862 in 
Missouri. His father was killed in the Civil War a 
few months before his birth and a few years later his 
mother brought the family to Texas. They settled in 
Brown County before coming to Tom Green County 
in 1877, settling in the Mullins Community. 

At the age of fifteen, Byrd got his first job working 
on the Isaac Mullins Ranch. His job was to keep the 
mustang stallions from driving off the IC mares and 
saddle horses. Later he did regular ranch work and 
broke wild horses for the saddle. 

Byrd bought land from Isaac Mullins and built 
his first home. He married Hattie Massey July 10, 
1889. They had four daughters: Zula (1890), Lola 
(1892), Inez (1895), and Hattie (1897). One son, 
George, (1893) died of diphtheria in 1899. 

After the death of his first wife, Hattie, he married 
Lena Massey, niece of Hattie, on May 17, 1901. They 
had seven children: Ora (1902), Noel (1904), Bonnie 
Dell (1907), Beatrice (1909), twin boys, Curtis and 
Carl (1913) and Mary Francis (1924) who died of 
polio in 1927. 

At the turn of the century, Byrd donated land for a 
school near his home. He was instrumental in getting 
the school house built. Both school and community 
was known as Byrd. 
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' : 
Lena (Massey) Byrd and George Jefferson Byrd 
(going to milk) around 1926. 


Byrd was appointed Trustee of the Mullins 
Cemetery by his good friend, Isaac Mullins, who 
had donated the land for the cemetery at the time of 
his death. Byrd served in this capacity until his death 
in 1951. 

Byrd raised cattle, horses and farmed some. There 
were many acres of unfenced land in the community 
where everyone was allowed to run their stock. This 
pasture land was known as “the pocket.” Byrd would 
only farm the land that his own family could work. 
He traded horses for the first family car. 

During the drought of 1917-1918, he leased his 
land out and moved his family by train to Yuma, 
Arizona. Making the trip also were his wagon, team 
and a few milk cows. He farmed there until his return 
to the Byrd Community in 1920. 

Byrd never cared for driving a car and after his 
children married, he rode about the community on 
his small paint pony, Lady. If he tired, he would stop 
to rest and eat with a neighbor....he knew he was 
always welcome. 

Lena’s desire was to be a nurse, but as that was 
out of the question, she was always willing to attend 
her sick neighbors. No one went to the hospital in 
those days. 

She was interested in club work and was an active 
member of the Mullins Home Demonstration Club. 
She quilted with an active quilting club in the Byrd 
Community known as “Stitch and Chatter Club,” 
taught Sunday School, and was active in the 
community church. 

Lena died March 6, 1940, and Jeff Byrd died 
February 9, 1951. He and both wives are buried in 
Mullins Cemetery near Veribest. 

by Bonnie (Byrd) Peiser 


BYRNE, LYNN LEON 


Lynn Leon Byrne, a second generation American, 
was born March 18, 1925, in Duncan, Oklahoma. 
He was the son of Felix Elbert and Bertha Beatrice 
(Mayhew) Byrne. 

Mr. Byrne was married September 22, 1946 to 
Norma Nadine Boatright, daughter of Levi Freeman 
Senior and Eunice Elizabeth (Groves) Boatright. 
Their children are: Clyde Darrell, December 24, 1948 
and Jimmie Ray, December 2, 1952. 

Leon graduated from high school in Spade, Texas 
and served in the United States Navy in World War 
IL. Nadine is a graduate of San Angelo High School. 
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Married life began on the Byrne Ranch four and 
one half miles west of Robert Lee, Texas. Dry 
weather conditions caused them to move to San 
Angelo in 1957, where Mr. Byrne became a cabinet 
maker. Mrs. Byrne has been employed at the Tom 
Green County Library for many years. They were 
members of the Baptist Church. Leon died August 
26, 1986. 

Clyde Darrell was married to Andrea Wynn Smith, 
December 22, 1973 in San Angelo. He is a graduate 
of San Angelo Central High School, Angelo State 
University, and received a Master’s Degree in 
Audiology from North Texas State University in 
Denton, Texas. Clyde is presently a Major in the 
United States Army and is working toward a Doctor 
of Philosophy in Audiology at the University of 
Texas at Dallas. 

Jimmie Ray was married to Patricia Ann Tisdale, 
October 9, 1971 in San Angelo. He has been 
employed by the San Angelo Police Department for 
a number of years, having attained the rank of 
Lieutenant. Jim is a graduate of San Angelo Central 
High School. Two children were born to this couple: 
Doss Ray, October 4, 1972, and Sarah Ann, 
September 3, 1975. 

by Nadine Boatright Byrne 


CABALLERO —- HERNANDEZ 
— DUKE - TARIN 


My great-great-grandparents, Pablo Caballero and 
Sra. Lerma Cantu, spent many days in the early 
1880’s on the Chihuahua trail with their son-in-law 
Tiofilo Hernandez (born 1884) and their daughter 
Carmen (born October, 1855) before settling at 
Marfa, Texas. Tiofilo and Carmen’s daughter Fausta 
(born June 11, 1882) married Frank Duke in 1903 in 
Presidio County. Fausta and Frank’s son Alfredo, my 
father, was born at Shafter, Texas and came to Tom 
Green County in 1924. 

Valente Tarin, my maternal great-grandfather 
(born May, 1855) and his wife Petra Mujfioz (born 
July, 1860) are listed in the Tom Green County 
census for 1880. Valente’s mother drowned in the 
Ben Ficklin flood of 1882. Records of 1879 show 
that Valente and Petra owned land in the village of 
St. Angela, where he was an adobe maker. Valente 
died March 16, 1907, and is buried at Knickerbocker. 

Their son Gabriel was born in May, 1876 at San 
Angelo. On August 20, 1898, he married Dolores 
Florez, who was born at Knickerbocker. Gabriel died 
December 31, 1925 at Tennyson, Texas and is buried 
at Knickerbocker. 

Dolores and Gabriel’s daughter Tiodosa Tarin, 
who was born March 31, 1917, married Alfredo 
Duke, December 8, 1934, at Knickerbocker. 

After their wedding, Alfredo and Tiodosa lived at 
Miles a short time before making Knickerbocker 
their permanent home. Their children were Filomena, 
born 1935, died in infancy; Rose Mary; Alfredo J., 
born September 21, 1942 and died December 16, 
1962; Amanda Ann; Isabel Mary, born July 13, 1946 
and died December 25, 1978; Oscar Joe; Manuel 
Peter, born June 17, 1949 and died in a football 
accident September 9, 1966; Florence Ann (Flora); 
Frank Duke Ortegon, born April 1, 1954. 

Tiodosa T. Duke died April 5, 1954, and is buried 
at Knickerbocker. 

Alfredo H. Duke, while employed with J.P. 
Bollinger Plumbing Company, helped set the 
foundation to Angelo State University (San Angelo 


College). He died September 7, 1979 and is buried 
at Knickerbocker. 
by Rose M. Duke 


CALDWELL, W. P. 


_4 


W. P. Caldwell family, taken in 1899 in San Angelo. 
Standing (L-R): James, Edgar, William, Anna. Seated 
(L-R): Homer, Sarah (mother), Nancy, Mary, Thomas 
(infant), W. P. (father). 


William Peyton Caldwell, a native of Louisiana, 
made his first trip to Tom Green County in 1870 at 
the age of 16. He drove a wagon for Theodore 
Robinson, a buffalo hide trader. During this trip their 
party was kept awake one night by the sound of small 
dogs barking which they suspected were Indians. The 
next morning Robinson noticed a strange knot on a 
distant tree and told young Caldwell to watch as he 
took aim with his rifle. After the shot was fired, the 
Indian whose head had mimicked the knot, quickly 
disappeared from sight. 

Caldwell returned to Fort Concho several years 
later at the age of 21 and, while hunting game west 
of Fort Concho, encountered a hostile band of 
Comanches near Twin Mountains. During the chase 
which followed, Caldwell’s horse fell as he 
approached the Concho River. Running on foot to 
the river, he turned briefly to see the Indians occupied 
in taking his horse, saddle and rifle. Caldwell used 
that precious time to enter the river and hide under a 
cutbank while his pursuers abandoned the chase, 
apparently satisfied with their prizes. 

W.P. Caldwell remained in Texas and acquired 
farmland in Bosque County. In 1877, he married 
Sarah Melissa Robertson, the 16 year old daughter 
of a pioneer Texas family. They resided on the farm 
until their oldest child reached school age, and they 
moved into Meridian where Caldwell engaged in the 
carpentry trade. 

Caldwell returned to San Angelo in 1898 to 
construct a hotel and residence for his wife’s uncle, 
Eph Dragoo. After more than a quarter century 
following his initial visit, Caldwell found San Angelo 
to be a prosperous town having good schools and 
churches. He decided to relocated his family there 
and establish his carpentry business. W.P., Sarah, and 
seven children made the move from Meridian. Four 
more children, including a stillborn, were born in 
San Angelo. 
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Photo taken in 1910 in San Angelo. (L-R) Imogene 
Vaughn (a neighborhood friend), Leonard Caldwell 
(age 4), Hazel Peyton Caldwell (age 7) 


W.P. Caldwell became well known for his finish 
carpentry as he constructed 2 churches and a number 
of homes including those built for J. Willis Johnson, 
W.S. Kelly, George Hagelstein, W.C. Jones, R.C. 
Ferguson, the Deering home, and a home for Rhome 
Shields, the sheriff of Tom Green County, who was 
called to Clayton, New Mexico to identify and 
witness the hanging of the Texas outlaw, Tom 
“Blackjack” Ketchum. 

Caldwell was commissioned for carpentry on 
many structures, including the old courthouse at 
Sherwood, but his most memorable work was the 
main staircase of the Adolphus Hotel in Dallas where 
he met and was photographed with President 
Theodore Roosevelt. The President admired 
Caldwell’s carpentry skill and was quoted as saying, 
“There are men who can do things with their hands 
that a man in the White House cannot accomplish.” 

W.P. Caldwell and family moved to Sonora in 
1914 where he continued his carpentry business until 
his death in 1934. At the time of her death in 1950, 
Sarah Caldwell was the oldest member of the 
Methodist Church in Sonora. Most of the Caldwell 
children remained in the San Angelo area. Two sons, 
W.E. and J.R. were active in the construction 
business. W.E. was a manager and owner of the West 
Texas Lumber Company in San Angelo. 

My grandmother, Hazel Peyton Caldwell, was 
born in San Angelo on June 19, 1903. She attended 
San Jacinto Elementary School where her teacher 
was Miss Willie Meers and the principal was Minnie 
Rawlins. She regularly attended Sunday School at 
the Methodist Church where her teacher was Mrs. 
Boyd Cornick. She recalled an incident after Sunday 
school when she became separated from her mother 
and brother. They had boarded the streetcar and 
accidentally left her on the corner of Chadbourne 
and Beauregard. Carroll Bates, city marshal, noticed 
her predicament and escorted her home. At the time, 
she was more frightened of the marshal than in being 
left alone because her mother had often cautioned 
her not to misbehave or “Carroll Bates will get you!” 

One of 2 surviving children of the W.P. Caldwell 
family, Hazel McDaniel, now resides in Ozona. Her 
brother, Leonard, lives in Pharr. 

by P.W. Jacoby, Jr. 


CAMUNEZ — 
MARQUARDT - JAIMES 


Otilia Marquardt Camuiez, grandmother, holding 
Sarah Lopez 


Otilia Marquardt, born November 25, 1858, 
moved from Fredericksburg to Ben Ficklin to work 
at the Bismarck Farm raising vegetables for the Fort 
Concho men. She brought with her a daughter, Katie 
Marquardt. Working at the Bismarck Farm, she met 
Reynaldo Camufiez, who was originally from New 
Mexico. They married in 1881. To this marriage six 
children were born: Reynaldo Junior, Frank, Lola, 
Emilia, Angelita, and Maria. 

Descendants from the Camufiez marriage added 
to San Angelo’s growth in various ways. Reynaldo 
Junior and his brother Frank carried on the business 
of freighting food, lumber, and wire to different parts 
of San Angelo. Frank also served the county as a 
deputy sheriff. 

Eva and Noe Camufiez, grandchildren of the 
Camufiez marriage, left their mark in the Concho 
area as educators and administrators in the public 
schools. Eva was principal and teacher at a Ballinger 
Mexican School. She still serves the county as a 
philanthropist. 

Noe, now deceased, served as a principal at Sam 
Houston Elementary School. 

Helen Robles Martinez, another descendant, 
served the San Angelo School District as a teacher. 
She taught in the migrant program for several years 
before retiring in the 1970s. 

Otilia’s daughter, Katie Marquardt, was born in 
Fredericksburg and grew up in San Angelo. She 
married Anastacio Franco. From this marriage a son, 
Samuel, was born. Sam became San Angelo’s first 
Hispanic pharmacist. Katie later divorced. 

Katie’s second marriage was to George Jaimes. 
From this union, Sarah, George, Jimmy, and Luis 
were born. Their son George became a San Angelo 
police officer and a deputy sheriff. He was named 
Patrolman of the Year in 1957 and Policeman of the 
Year in 1969. George attained the rank of detective, 
where he had success at cracking various marijuana 
rings. 


Luis and his brother George served in the armed 
forces during World War II. Luis drove an 
amphibious unit in the Pacific for the Marines. 

Sarah, Katie’s only daughter, worked for her friend 
and employer, Mrs. Cecil Barnes, as a domestic. 
Sarah met and later married Leopoldo Gonzales 
Lopez in 1948. They had one son, Harold David. 
Harold volunteered his help to the Boys’ Club when 
he was a teenager himself. He graduated from Angelo 
State University in 1976 and went to work at San 
Angelo State School for eight years teaching the 
mentally handicapped there. Harold married Ilda 
Orozco (descendant of one of the first families to 
establish the first Hispanic Assembly of God 
Church). Harold and Ilda had two children, Leo and 
Marcela. Harold is presently employed part-time by 
the Juvenile Detention Center. He has won the honor 
to give this historical book its name - “Chronicles 
of Our Heritage, A History of Tom Green County, 
Texas.” 

by Harold D. Lopez 


CANADA —- CLAWSON 


Roy and Joyce Clawson, 1962 


I, Roy Clawson, Jr., was born April 18, 1962 in 
Robert Lee, Texas. My parents were Roy Clawson, 
born Robert Lee, 1933, and Joyce Ann Canada, born 
San Angelo, 1942. We moved to San Angelo when I 
was 6 months old. Daddy worked in the oil field, 
and commuted daily to rig locations in Crockett and 
Sutton Counties. Later, my parents moved to Tatum, 
New Mexico, then back to Midland, Texas. 

My paternal grandparents were Wilson Frank 
Clawson (born Robert Lee 1893, died Robert Lee, 
1953) and Odessie Lurettie McCraw (born near 
Robert Lee 1901, died Robert Lee, 1982). Wilson 
Frank Clawson was the son of Wilson Lee Clawson, 
born 1862 in Delta County, Texas, died Robert Lee 
in 1931 (s/o Elijah Clawson 1821-1905 and Jemina 
Sloan Clawson 1822-1883), and Tennessee 
McDonald, born Hamburg, Hardin County, 
Tennessee, 1867, died Robert Lee 1958 (d/o Charles 
Washington McDonald 1827-1896 and Nancy Ann 
(Fields) McDonald 1835-1911). Odessie’s parents 
were Willis Larkin McCraw, born Delta County, 
Texas 1874, died Coke County, Texas 1921 (s/o 
James Brandon McCraw 1832-1910 and Alsie 
Acenith (Smith) McCraw 1833-1909) and Ell 
Thaney (Elthany) Hux, born Milam County, Texas 
1881, died Oklahoma City 1959 (d/o Abraham Hux 
1858-1913 and Adelaide Evans, 1857-1927). 
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My maternal grandparents were Ruby Burnett, 
born Eastland County, Texas 1909, and Willie Clifton 
Canada, born Paint Rock, Texas 1908. Ruby’s parents 
were Beulah Wright, born Eastland County 1886, d/ 
o Laura Ann Kelly Wright (1853-1919 and Thomas 
Wright, born Georgia in 1850’s, died Eastland 
County in 1911. My great-grandfather Burk Burnett 
was a grandson of the Burk Burnett for whom the 
town of Burkburnett, Texas was named. Burk Burnett 
(senior) had extensive land holdings in Wichita 
County and other counties in North Texas, as well 
as in Oklahoma. Burk Burnett (the younger) and 
wife, Beulah Wright were in Indian Territory looking 
after his grandfather’s stock when their first child, 
Roy Burnett, was born in 1906. Uncle Roy Burnett 
died in San Angelo in 1983. 

My grandfather Willie Clifton Canada, better 
known as “Red” Canada, worked for Martin-Glover 
for a long time; he died in 1971 and is buried in 
Belmont Cemetery. His parents were Jesse Canada 
and Bertie Morris Canada; they are buried in 
Ballinger, Texas. 

Roy and Joyce Canada Clawson had three 
children, myself, born 1962, Teresa Gayle, born 
November 21, 1964, and Daniel Wayne, born 
November 1, 1966, all in Robert Lee, Texas. They 
were divorced in 1969 and Joyce Ann married Bobby 
Morris, a native of Florida. They have two children, 
Kimberley Ann, born November 13, 1972 and Bobby 
Joe, born December 28, 1974. Joyce and her family 
still live in San Angelo. 

Daniel Wayne Clawson graduated in 1985 from 
Early High School, in 1985 married Dee Ann 
Williams of Bangs, Texas; they have a daughter, 
D’Lesha Dawn, born January 18, 1986. Daniel is in 
the Air Force, stationed at Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Teresa Gayle, graduated Midland Lee High 
School, 1983, married November 18, 1983 Timothy 
A. Lewis, s/o Cecil and Patricia Lewis of Fort 
Stockton; they have a daughter, ViCindy Jo, born 
July 8, 1987. Teresa is a receptionist for the Clayton- 
Williams Company in Midland. Tim is in the Army. 

I graduated from Midland Lee in 1980, and came 
back to Coke County to live. I married Teresa Lee 
Ybarra June 4, 1982 in Robert Lee. Lee’s parents 
are Santiago (Jimmy) Ybarra, born 1925 on the Saul’s 
Ranch near Robert Lee, and Felisha Uvalle, born in 
Mexico City in 1930. Jimmy’s parents were Edwardo 
Ybarra, born 1890’s in Val Verde County, died 1927 
in Val Verde County, and Rosa Gutierrez, born 1893 
in Val Verde County, died Abilene, Texas October, 
1985. Both Rosa and Edwardo are buried in Robert 
Lee Cemetery. 

Lee and J have three children, Athena Maria, born 
June 19, 1983, Christopher Ryan, born November 
27, 1984, and Felisha Loretta, born December 12, 
1986, all in San Angelo. I am very proud of my lovely 
wife and children. I am a heavy equipment operator 
for J.D. Harmon, Inc., Conservation Contractor of 
Robert Lee, and have worked all over Coke, Sterling, 
Irion, Nolan, Glasscock, Mitchell and Concho 
Counties. 

by Roy Clawson, Jr. 


82 


CARL, LORA ESKELL 
(EARLY) 


by * 


Mrs. Lora Early Carl in 19 


na’ 
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Lora Carl was born December 25, 1901 in Cumby, 
Hopkins County, Texas. Her father was Jester W. 
Early and her mother was Molly Ellison Bissell. Her 
family occupation was farming. She was married to 
John Clarence Carl on June 2, 1937, in Lubbock 
County, Texas. 

John Carl was born in Miller, South Dakota, on 
May 15, 1889. He was inducted into the United States 
Army on July 22, 1918. He died on July 15, 1953, in 
the Veterans Administration Hospital, Boise, Idaho, 
and is also buried there. 

Lora often told me that her husband made their 
living by buying small acreage with a house on it. 
He would repair it and sell it at a profit. They lived 
in several different counties in West Texas in their 
married life. She came back to Texas after the death 
of her husband. She had lived in Tom Green County 
for a number of years. I met her when she lived on 
Pulliam Street. She was a salesman for home 
products. She kept herself busy with many friends, 
the love and care of a small dog, and different crafts. 

She was a friend that was always looking for a 
friendship. 

Lora Carl died February 3, 1987, and is buried in 
Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens in San Angelo. 

by Joyce Ames 


CAROE, DR. EDWARD A. 


Dr. Edward A. Caroe was born June 1, 1890, in 
Bronx, New York. Dr. Caroe’s father was a cabinet 
maker and joiner, who had immigrated from 
Copenhaven, Denmark a few years before. Dr. Caroe 
had three older sisters and one younger brother. He 
graduated from Morris High School in Bronx, New 
York, attended City College of New York, and 
graduated from Columbia University School of 
Optometry in 1917. 

Dr. Caroe’s brother-in-law, Dr. Norman L. Harris, 
had come to San Angelo, to practice optometry about 
this time. After Dr. Harris’ terminal illness, Dr. Caroe 
came to San Angelo to assume the practice, which 
was known as Harris Optical Company on East 
Twohig Avenue for several years. 

Dr. Caroe married Miss Cora Lee Green, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hiram F. Green of San Angelo, in 
September, 1926. He moved his professional office 


to 217 South Chadbourne Street, where he practiced 
optometry until his death in November, 1966. 

Dr. Caroe was a member of the Lutheran Church 
at Miles, Texas, and a Shriner. He was a member of 
the Kiwanis Club of San Angelo for many years. 

Mrs. Cora Caroe maintained her residence in San 
Angelo until 1983. At present, she is a resident at 
Bishop Davies Nursing Home in Hurst, Texas. 

Dr. and Mrs. Caroe had but one child, Anton 
Edward Caroe, M.D., who married the former 
Patricia Ann Batchler in 1955. They presently reside 
in Arlington, Texas, where Dr. Caroe practices 
dermatology. 

by Anton Edward Caroe 


CARR - HITE 


William J. (Buddy) Carr was born November 16, 
1929 in Vancourt, Texas. On April 18, 1954, he 
married Ruby Nell Hite. She was born on December 
3, 1933 in Miles, Texas. They have two children: 
Linda Carr who married Randy Sharp and Jo Nell 
Carr. As of this date, they have two grandchildren: 
Dennis and Heath Sharp. 

After their marriage, Buddy and Ruby made their 
home in San Angelo. Buddy worked for Holland 
Jewelry after their marriage. He was working there 
when the tornado hit the Lake View area in San 
Angelo in 1953. He told of finding one child at the 
school and taking him home, only when they got 
him home, there was no house. Buddy then went to 
work for Monarch Tile. He worked there from 1955 
to 1977 working in all departments making tile. In 
1977 Buddy went to work for Angelo State 
University as a groundskeeper. He worked there until 
his death on January 18, 1986. Ruby worked for 
Wallace Lab after their marriage. In 1978 she became 
manager of Beef & Bun. Both of her daughters 
worked there along with her. In 1981 she started as 
secretary for the RC Cola Bottling Company in San 
Angelo. 

Buddy’s parents were the late William R. and Vida 
Carr. William was born March 29, 1898 in San Saba 
to Rufus and Elizabeth Carr. Vida was born 
November 12, 1900 in San Saba to Claude and Sarah 
Carr. They had four children: Lillian Carr, Thelma 
Carr, Vivian Tumlinson and Buddy. William and Vida 
lived in Vancourt, Texas on 200 acres which they 
farmed. 

Ruby’s parents are Elizabeth and the late John R. 
Hite. Elizabeth was born April 18, 1905 to William 
and Georgina Grelle in Spicewood. John was born 
August 27, 1903 to James and Martha Ann Hite in 
Limestone County. They had five children: Johnny 
Hite, Barbara Self, Bonnie Campbell, Dorene 
Edwards, and Ruby. 

Ruby now lives in San Angelo along with her 
daughter, Jo. She makes quilts and sews clothes for 
the public in her spare time. 

by Ruby Nell Hite Carr 


CARR, OLIVER ARTHUR and 
PYERCIE AGNES 
(STINEBAUGH) 


Oliver Arthur Carr was born April 9, 1885, 
Montague County, Texas. He was the youngest son 
of Jesse D. Carr (1846-1921) and Henrietta Craig 
Carr (1852-1933). The Carr family came to 
Sherwood, Irion County, Texas in 1905, traveling in 


Oliver A. and Pyercie Carr, 1957 


a buggy and two covered wagons and driving fifty 
head of horses. They settled on a ranch four miles 
from Sherwood where they ranched and bred horses. 

Pyercie Agnes Stinebaugh was born April 26, 
1889, Nevada, Collin County, Texas, the youngest 
child of Samuel Stinebaugh (1835-1920) and Mary 
Jane Williams (1849-1923). The Stinebaugh family 
came on the train from Collin County to San Angelo 
and then on to Sherwood. Stinebaugh owned a stock 
farm and operated a general mercantile store. Pyercie 
grew up and attended school in Sherwood. Oliver 
Arthur Carr and Pyercie Agnes Stinebaugh were 
married in the home of her parents in Sherwood on 
June 26, 1907. 

Carr worked at various jobs during his early years. 
He completed a business course at Tyler Commercial 
College in order to keep books. After their marriage, 
they moved to Mertzon where he worked as a 
bookkeeper. In 1911-13 he kept the records and 
checked materials for the railroad company during 
the building of the line from Mertzon to Rankin. He 
was employed by the First National Bank as assistant 
cashier. In 1916 he was elected County and District 
Clerk of Irion County, and the family moved to 
Sherwood where the courthouse was located. He 
resigned from the County Clerk’s position to return 
to the Mertzon Bank. In 1919 Carr moved to Barnhart 
to become associated with the First State Bank where 
he was cashier for six years. 

The Carr family moved to San Angelo in the fall 
of 1925. Carr became the distributor for the Humble 
Oil and Refining Company which he operated until 
1936. He then acquired the distributorship for 
Phillips 66 Petroleum Company and operated the 
dealership until 1944. He started a new business of 
selling minerals and livestock remedies and feed. 
Later he added chemical sales and exterminating 
work and continued in this business until he retired 
in 1976. 

Carr supported civic organizations, community 
activities, and was a charter member of the sheriff’s 
posse in San Angelo. He was a faithful member of 
the First Christian Church of San Angelo, and he 
was honored by the church when they designated 
him as an Elder Emeritus. Oliver Arthur Carr died 
in 1980 at the age of 95 years. He is buried in 
Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens, San Angelo. 

Pyercie Carr was a homemaker and an active 
worker in the First Baptist Church. She was the 


postmistress during the time that the family lived in 
Barnhart. She enjoyed her family, children and 
grandchildren, and her many friends. Pyercie Carr 
died in 1971, and she is buried in Lawnhaven 
Memorial Gardens, San Angelo. 

Oliver and Pyercie Carr had one daughter, Clarice 
Aleene (1908-) who was born in Sherwood. They 
adopted an infant son, Jaye Oliver (1925-1971) who 
grew up and attended school in San Angelo and was 
associated in business with his father. Jaye Oliver 
Carr died in 1971 and is buried in Lawnhaven 
Memorial Gardens, San Angelo. 

by Clarice A. Carr Brown 


CARR, ROBERT G. and NONA 


Robert Gay Carr and his wife, Nona Kathryn, left 
a legacy of support for worthy causes perhaps 
unequaled in the history of Tom Green County. The 
story of Robert Carr is that of a modern Horatio 
Alger. Born in 1895 in Kentucky, he helped his 
mother with the support of six other children bereft 
of their father. While a young man working for the 
railroad in Lexington, he was sent to Houston, Texas, 
where he first worked for the Producers Oil 
Company, then after service in World War I, he 
worked for the Humble Oil & Refining Company 
for seven years. 

He and Nona K. Falk of Houston were married in 
1918. In 1926, as Chief of Leasing and Scouting with 
Humble, he formed a partnership with an old friend, 
Preston G. Northrup, to handle all leases for the Texas 
Pacific Land Trust, which owned the minerals under 
some two million acres in West Texas. As 
independent oilmen, they could also acquire leases 
or mineral and royalty interests for themselves. 

Surviving the Great Depression, both men became 
wealthy by the time the partnership was dissolved 
in 1940. Carr was chiefly instrumental in securing 
Goodfellow Army Air Force Base as a Flying School 
in 1940 with the support of the citizens of San 
Angelo. Recalled to active duty, he served as a major 
at Goodfellow, then worked to secure a second base 
for San Angelo to train bombardier-navigators at 
what was popularly called “Mathis Field.’’ He served 
as the executive officer at this base until ill health 
forced his retirement from active duty in 1943. 

Robert and Nona Carr were partners in their 
giving. They were catalysts in completing the new 
First Christian Church plant in the city. Carr served 
Texas Christian University as a trustee and they built 
the beautiful chapel on that campus as well as 
supporting scholarships for training ministers. 

Deeply interested in education, Carr served on the 
Board of Trustees of San Angelo (Junior) College 
from 1945 to 1955 and on the board of the San 
Angelo Independent School District from 1951 to 
1954. 

The Carrs were called the “angels” of the local 
Salvation Army. They built their new chapel at a cost 
of $250,000, constructed the Thrift Shop and even 
bought a home for the commanding officer. A long- 
time supporter of the West Texas Boys’ Ranch, they 
built a new administration center, as well as giving 
matching funds for other buildings. Carr was a 
working member of the board for many years. They 
made of the local Emergency Corps a modern, 
functional unit. 

The Carrs gave $1,001,000 to the Air Force ROTC 
Detachment at Angelo State University, thus helping 
a struggling, young unit to become one of the largest 
and most prestigious in the nation. Their most 


enduring gift was revealed at the death of Robert 
Carr in 1978 when his will revealed the fact that one- 
half of their estate had been bequeathed as a 
scholarship fund to Angelo State University. With 
the death of Mrs. Nona Carr in June, 1987, the 
remaining oil, gas, and mineral rights were also 
willed to the university. The corpus of this gift was 
approximately $16,000,000 at the time of her death 
and should become one of the great legacies to any 
university in the nation. 
by Dr. Jack W. Bates 


CARR, WILL LUTHER 
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Will Luther Carr and wife Arvilla 


In the early 1900’s, Will and Arvilla Carr moved 
to Tom Green County, Texas from Oklahoma where 
they were married on February 1, 1903, in Stone, 
near Woodward. 

Mr. Carr, born January 16, 1880, in Gainesville, 
Texas, was the son of Jesse Drury Carr, a native of 
Polkville, Mississippi, and Henrietta Craig, who was 
born in DeSoto, Louisiana. 

Mrs. Carr, the former Arvilla Allen, was born 
November 12, 1885, in Rich Hill, Missouri. Her 
father was Charles Pines Allen and her mother, the 
former Kate S. Verser, both of whom grew up in the 
little town of Truxton, in northern Missouri. 

After completing high school, Will Luther Carr 
started his teaching career in Oklahoma, where he 
met his future wife. As was customary in those days, 
Mr. Carr lived with a family in the school district, 
paying $12.00 a month for his board and feed for 
his horse from a monthly salary of $40.00. 

Before Arvilla Allen was a year old, her parents 
moved from Missouri to Kansas for a short time 
before settling in Beaver County, Oklahoma. On 
April 1, 1892, when the Indian Territory was opened 
for settlement, Mr. Allen was among those who made 
the run on horseback, claiming 160 acres on the 
Canadian River. This land was 30 miles from 
Woodward, Oklahoma, the nearest railroad town, 
where the family went for supplies about twice a 
year. Mrs. Allen was named postmaster when a post 
office was opened in the settlement and the name 
“Stone” was given to the post office. 

In 1903 Mr. Allen decided the family would like 
to live in California. They sold their cattle, household 
goods and farm machinery and moved. California 
was not what they thought it would be so they stayed 
about a month before starting back east. A friend 
had told them about West Texas, so they came to 
Tom Green County and purchased a stock farm near 
Orient. It is believed that the newlyweds made the 
trip with her family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carr purchased land adjoining her 
family’s farm. He continued his school teaching at 
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Mule Creek, now known as Tennyson, and 
subsequently moved to San Angelo where he was 
principal of the Lake View School. Mr. Carr’s salary 
was $100 per month; the school had three teachers 
and 156 pupils. 

By the late 1910’s the Carrs had a family of three 
girls and Mr. Carr decided to look for a more lucrative 
profession. He opened a “Charge and Delivery” 
grocery store in the 200 block of North Chadbourne 
in partnership with Mr. Utterback. The store 
prospered until the 1929 depression and advent of 
the “Cash and Carry” super markets. 

In 1934, Mr. and Mrs. Carr moved to their stock 
farm in Coke County, near Silver. During the war 
and the shortage of teachers, Mr. Carr returned to 
his first love of teaching - both at Silver and Green 
Mountain. The host of pupils he had taught during 
his 23 years in the classroom and their friendships 
were a great joy to him. When one of his former 
pupils signed the register at his funeral, the gentleman 
wrote in parenthesis, “(My first grade teacher in 
1902).”” 

In the early 1950’s, Mr. and Mrs. Carr returned to 
San Angelo, purchasing a home at 1615 Mackenzie 
where they lived until their deaths: Mr. Carr on April 
6, 1971, and Mrs. Carr on February 11, 1974. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carr joined the First Christian 
Church of San Angelo in 1915. Mr. Carr was the 
first teacher of the Altruist Class which was 
organized in 1928. He served as an elder, trustee, 
deacon, board chairman, as well as teacher. 

The Carrs had three daughters. Angie, the eldest, 
married Kenneth W. Brown. Their children are: 
Wilbur Carr Brown and Brenda Brown Barbutti, both 
of San Angelo. Angie died November 25, 1974 and 
Kenneth on December 9, 1982. 

Vera married Sherrell V. Fant who died February 
20, 1986. Their children are: Sherrell G. (John) Fant 
of San Angelo and Jo Valliant of Brady. 

Jewel married Charles W. Shelton (died April 25, 
1967) and second, Clayton L. Potter (died September 
17, 1971). She has one son, Scott Charles Shelton of 
Dallas. 

by Jewel Carr Potter 


CARSON, W.W. AND GINEVRA 


Willie Willis Carson was born February 5, 1867, 
in Columbus, Texas. Ginevra Belle Wood, daughter 
of George and Alsay Wood, was born January 18, 
1872, in San Saba County, near Richland Springs, 
Texas. 

W.W. Carson came to Sherwood with his father 
and mother, John M. and Sallie Carson, in 1885. 
Ginevra’s family came to Sherwood in 1889. 
Ginevra, a student at Add-Ran College (now T.C.U.) 
did not arrive there with them. It was in the 
summertime that she and W.W. met and fell in love. 
Ginevra would not consider marriage until after 
graduation at Add-Ran. 

They were married August 25, 1892, in Sherwood 
and settled there. To this union nine children were 
born: Willis, Irene, Elsie, Maud S., Wood, Hezzie, 
Harold, Windrow, and Ginevra (Toodles). 

W.W. Carson’s father surveyed the part of Tom 
Green County that became Irion County. At times 
he aided his father in surveying. He served several 
years as deputy sheriff. When the first county clerk, 
E.C. McDonald, died in office, W.W. Carson was 
appointed county clerk. He held this office for 16 
years. During the time, he was county clerk, he 


84 


established Irion County’s first abstract plant. W.W. 
Carson also served one term as county judge. 

Mrs. W.W. Carson was elected State President of 
the Rebekah Lodge of Texas. She also served on the 
board of the Odd Fellows Orphanage at Corsicana. 

In 1918 the W.W. Carson family moved to San 
Angelo. W.W. Carson continued his abstract work 
in Irion County until his death in 1941. 

Mrs. Carson became involved with the schools in 
San Angelo. She advocated and worked toward better 
schools for the Mexicans. She taught for a while in 
the San Angelo Business College and in a short while 
bought it with two other women. It was not long 
until she owned all of it and with the help of some of 
her children built the college to one of the best of its 
kind in Texas. 

Mrs. Carson was the founder of the Fort Concho 
Museum. She was the organizing chairperson of the 
Fort Concho Chapter of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas and was later the chapter’s 
president. 

After W.W. Carson’s death in 1941, Mrs. Carson 
continued his work as abstractor in Irion County 
commuting from San Angelo by train. 

Mrs. W.W. Carson died in 1958 and was buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery beside her husband, W.W. 
Carson. W.W. Carson and Ginevra Carson had a great 
capacity for loving their fellowman. They showed 
this love through service to others. 

by Mrs. John W. Shaddix 


CAVITT, J. FRANK and 
GRACE DARLING (WEAR) 


“T remember the day we drove into San Angelo in 
1927, there was a banner across Chadbourne at 
Beauregard that said ‘Where the West Begins and 
the Rainbow Ends,’ and I took it at its word,” J. Frank 
Cavitt told his granddaughter one day. “It hasn’t 
disappointed me yet.” 

Joseph Frank Cavitt moved with his wife and 
family to San Angelo in 1927 to go into the lumber 
business with John Bates. 

Frank, or J.F., as he was often called, built a house 
for his family on Mackenzie Street only a few houses 
down from the one John Bates and his wife, the 
former Bess Allen, were building. Bess Bates lived 
in their home until her death in 1986. 

The business, Bates-Cavitt Lumber Company at 
801 S. Oakes, just across from Fort Concho, opened 
just in time for the Stock Market Crash of 1929, but 
remained profitable despite the depression. 

The partners retired and sold the business in 1960 
to John Armstrong after over 30 years of serving West 
Texas. 

J.F. Cavitt was born November 8,1890 in Holland, 
Texas, a farming community just southwest of 
Temple. 

His great-grandparents had come from Tennessee 
to Texas in 1837 while it was still part of Mexico 
and settled in Wheelock outside of what is now 
Bryan. 

J.F. Cavitt and Grace Darling Wear, born January 
24, 1896, in Belton, were married April 11, 1916, in 
Rogers. They had two children, Joyce, born in 1917 
and Sheridan, born in 1919. Joyce, who married 
Frank Vincent Childers, died in 1973 at age 56. 

Cavitt worked for a time in his father-in-law’s bank 
and then moved after several years to Waco, where 
he met John Bates who had a dream to build a lumber 
business in San Angelo, his wife’s hometown and 
an area that he felt had the potential for solid growth. 


Upon arrival in San Angelo, Grace was invited to 
join the Girls’ Bridge Club that had started in 1913 
and soon became active in the Marthas, a First 
Methodist Church women’s group. 

J.F. was an avid golfer. Herschel Upton was one 
partner who refused to call him Frank or J.F. His 
name was Joe as far as Herschel was concerned and 
Joe he remained. 

Frank Cavitt died in January, 1975 at age 84. 

by Gayle C. Wolfe 


CERVENKA, JOSEF 


Josef Friedrich Cervenka was born in Hukvaldy, 
Moravia 28 February 1865 as the son of Josef 
Cervenka and his second wife Clara Uhlarz. He 
immigrated to Texas at the age of 14, arriving in 
Galveston in December, 1879. He married Anna 
Machu in Georgetown, Texas in 1884 and farmed in 
Williamson County for a number of years. He came 
to Rowena, Texas in 1909 as one of the first settlers 
in that area. The Cervenkas built a nice home in the 
Cervenka Addition of Rowena and Josef worked as 
arancher, land agent and managed his several farms. 
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Left to Right: Josef Cervenka, Pete Ewald, Hubert 
Cervenka, Albie Ewald on farm near Rowena about 
1912. 


Although the Cervenkas lived in Runnels County, 
they had many ties with Tom Green County. Josef 
rented ranch land south of Rowena and had to travel 
across the famous Campbell Ranch when he drove 
his cattle. Josef also bought a 640 acre farm northeast 
of Wall which was inherited by 3 of his children, Ed 
Cervenka, Mary Spacek, and Albie Ewald. His son, 
Hubert Cervenka, owned a ranch east of San Angelo 
in the early 30’s. His other children, Burnie 
Cervenka, Bill Cervenka, Leda Sommer, and Rose 
Holmstrom, all inherited farms in Runnels County. 


Left to Right: Anna Machu Cervenka and husband, 
Josef Cervenka—April, 1935 in Rowena, Texas. 


When supplies were needed or business needed 
to be cared for, Josef would hitch up his wagon and 
go to San Angelo. Since the 27 miles could not be 
made in one day, he would camp under a large tree 
on Crownest Creek east of San Angelo. He would 
complete the trip the following day and transact his 
business. The return journey was broken by a stay at 
the same spot, with the entire journey taking several 
days. 

In 1906, Josef Cervenka and P.J. Barron acted as 
land agents for George Hegelstein when an attempt 
was made to start the town of Bohemia west of San 
Angelo. This was a Czech settlement two or three 
miles east of Tom Green County’s west line on the 
north bank of the Middle Concho River. At one time 
as many as 100 families lived there, but the railroad 
and main highways passed it by and the drought 
conditions made it impossible to farm and make a 
living. The residents tried selling fire wood and 
pecans, but the town became a ghost town, the site 
reverting back to ranch land in the 1950’s. 

Josef died in 1943, but his life is a stirring example 
of what many immigrants were able to accomplish 
when they came to America, not knowing the 
language, but with a willingness to work and a 
burning desire for a better life. Their success and 
that of their children testifies to the completion of 
this dream. 

by Joan Cobb 


CHAMBERS - DENIS 


John Mullanphy Chambers came to the Concho 
Valley in 1906. He was the only grandson of Sarah 
Walsh Chambers, who purchased the Buena Ventura 
Ranch in southeastern Tom Green and southwestern 
Concho counties in 1891. The Buena Ventura Ranch 
had originally been put together from various patents 
owned by men who had fought in the Texas 
Revolution or their heirs. There were also parcels of 
land which had been part of the Fisher-Miller Grant 
involving German immigrants in Texas. This was 
done by one Wymberly Jones DeRenne, a native of 
the Wormsloe Plantation in Georgia, who had come 
to Texas dreaming of a cattle and horse ranch, 
bringing a young wife named Laura Christensen. 
They built a beautiful rock house with an attached 
round, battlemented tower in the European fashion 
on the southern end of the property, and built a dry 
wall rock fence enclosing this house and 1000 acres 
as a horse trap; and settled in to try and enjoy what 
must have been a life in reverse of the genteel, settled 
country they had left. In July of 1882, a baby was 
born to them which died in August, and was buried 
in a grave not far from the house under a huge 
limestone slab engraved as follows: 

OP CIT 
THE FIRST BORN 
OF 
W. DERENNE 
AND 
LAURA C. HIS WIFE 
BORN 
JULY 31 1882 
DIED 
AUG 20 1882 
FATUM 

Shortly, after this the dream fading and the harsh 
realities of life on the frontier closing in, they left 
and returned to Georgia. They had by that time 
acquired a partner in the ranching operation, the Hon. 
Wm. Vernon of Derbyshire, England, and his wife, 


Louise Frost, who was the Goddaughter of said Sarah 
Walsh Chambers, who bought the ranch from them 
after the DeRenne’s left and the Vernons were unable 
to run the ranch at a profit. At this time, there was an 
80 acre plot in the middle of the ranch owned by 
John Pruitt, who ran a store and Post Office 
designated the town of Vigo, Texas. This was located 
on the Kickapoo Creek, which runs for 
approximately 11 miles through the ranch. At one 
time there was a school at Vigo for the children of 
surrounding ranches. Prior to this, there was a school 
held in the round tower of the headquarters house. 
Mr. Pruitt was thought to be stealing cattle from 
Buena Ventura stock, and in 1912 a Texas Ranger 
was engaged to try to catch him. He slept in the round 
tower in the daytime, and went out after Pruitt at 
night. Unfortunately, he was never able to uncover 
any wrongdoing, but in later years, after the Pruitt 
land was purchased and made part of the Buena 
Ventura, the Pruitt house was searched and there were 
many rolled up cowhides bearing the JMC Buena 
Ventura brand found in the attic. The Kickapoo Creek 
at Vigo had a large parklike area on the South bank 
which was used as a reunion ground by families of 
that area for many years. The store and Post Office 
were closed around 1910. 

Young John, who was around 21 at the time, came 
to Texas from St. Louis, Mo., to learn and eventually 
to oversee operations after his Uncle Charles 
Chambers had come to an untimely death at the ranch 
in 1893. John attended Texas A&M University in 
the winters, and stayed at the ranch, which at that 
time was run by the Baugh family, in the summers 
when his sister, Sarah Chambers and a housemaid 
from St. Louis would come and stay in what was 
then called the ranch manager’s house and store, later 
known as “The Shelter.” In 1908, he assumed the 
responsibilities of running the ranch and in 1911 
married Ethel Marie Lee, daughter of Phillip C. and 
Mary E. Lee of San Angelo. After a 5 month 
honeymoon tour of Europe and an extended visit in 
St. Louis, they settled into life at the ranch and in 
San Angelo. At the time of the marriage, John was 
in the process of buying the ranch from his 
grandmother. Upon the event of his wedding, after 
hints of a “paper gift,” she gave him the balance of 
the notes, marked “Paid,” thus giving him the ranch 
as a wedding present. 

Eleven months after the wedding, John was killed 
in an automobile accident in San Angelo. His 
daughter, Joan Mullanphy Chambers, was born in 
San Angelo 6 months later, in 1913. Joan Mullanphy 
Chambers married Arthur Hewes Denis, Jr. of New 
Orleans, LA., in 1936. They had one stillborn and 
four living children, Arthur Hewes Denis III, John 
Chambers Denis, John Mullanphy Denis, and 
Richard Lee Denis. Arthur Hewes Denis III married 
Virginia O’Barr in 1958. They had three children: 
Leslie Jeanne Denis, Mark Hewes Denis, and 
Carolyn Joan Denis. Leslie married Fredrick H. 
Mueller in 1981 and they have one child, Amanda 
Michelle Mueller. Mark married Dorothy Ann 
Schwartz in 1984. Joan Chambers Denis married 
Wm. R. Johnston in 1959. They had three children: 
Wm. R. Johnston, Jr., Joan Elizabeth (Tibby) 
Johnston, and Virginia Lee Johnston. Tibby married 
Rory D. Niehues in 1985 and they have one child, 
Megan Elizabeth Niehues. John Mullanphy Denis 
was killed in an automobile accident in 1957 and is 
buried in the cemetery at the ranch where the 
DeRenne baby was buried. Richard Lee Denis 
married Rosemary Englert in 1971. 

by A.H. Denis II 


CHAMBERS, BILL 


Bill Chambers was born in Collin County, Texas 
to Jack and Sarah Jane (Perry) Chambers. He was 
married to Alvice Velleslie Duncan, daughter of 
Newton Aran and Edith Horner Duncan of 
Kingsville, Texas. His children are Sarah Velleslie 
and Mary Elizabeth. 

Bill’s paternal great-grandfather was Colonel 
Edward Chambers who was a member of the Texas 
State Legislature in 1886. He was one of the signers 
of the present Texas Constitution. 

His maternal great-grandfather was Doctor 
Ducalion Aldredge Perry. Doctor Perry came to 
Texas with Stephen F. Austin, before Austin brought 
the “First Three Hundred.” 

Bill was a graduate of McKinney High School, 
Texas, and North Texas University. He had done 
advanced work at the University of Texas at Austin. 

When Bill and Alvice came to San Angelo in 1946, 
there was a housing shortage and they stayed at the 
St. Angelus Hotel for ten days before they found a 
house to rent on South Harrison Avenue. Bill was to 
head the Social Science Department at San Angelo 
Junior College. 

He had just been separated from the Armed Forces 
where he had served as a weather observer at Gowen 
Field, Boise, Idaho. He also was public relations 
officer and in charge of the “Camp Barkley News,” 
at Abilene, Texas. Bill was also an Information 
Education Officer with the 19th Bomb Group on 
Guam. 

Bill’s contributions to San Angelo College were 
many during the twelve years he was there. He served 
as president of the Social Science Section of the 
Texas Junior College Teachers’ Association several 
times. He was invited to speak to civic organizations, 
and he wrote guest editorials for the Standard Times. 

Alvice contributed to the community by teaching 
in the public schools for twenty years. 

After Bill’s death in 1958, the family continued 
to live at 2411 Colorado. The girls graduated from 
Central High School. 

Sara Velleslie married Michael Robert Smith and 
lives in Grand Junction, Colorado. Michael is on the 
faculty of the public schools. Velleslie is president 
of the C.D. Smith Company, a wholesale 
pharmaceutical company. They are parents of three 
daughters, Sharon, Deniese, and Sarah Velleslie. 

Mary Elizabeth married Major Mark Edward 
Clark, lives in San Antonio and teaches history at 
Taft High School. 

Alvice continues to live in San Angelo at 2411 
Colorado, where she has lived for thirty-nine years. 

by Alvice Chambers Ferguson 


CHAPMAN, CECIL RAY and 
FLORENCE (TRAMMELL) 


Florence Careleen Trammell was born June 21, 
1943, at St. John’s Hospital in San Angelo, Texas, 
the fourth child of Fred and Margaret Trammell. 
Florence attended San Jacinto Elementary, Edison 
Junior High, and Central High School. She married 
Cecil Ray Chapman, the eldest son of Earl Cecil and 
Gracie Altabee Chapman. He was born in 
Brownwood, Texas, on February 18, 1942. Cecil and 
Florence lived in San Angelo after their marriage on 
December 11, 1959, until June, 1969. 

Cecil worked for a local iron metal company until 
1964. Then he managed and operated a service 
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Cecil and Florence Chapman 


station on Pulliam until 1970. Cecil and Florence 
moved with their two daughters, Grace Ellen (born 
October 15, 1964) and Wendy Deniece (born July 
12, 1968) in Barstow, Texas, in August, 1969. By 
1973, their family had grown to include another 
daughter, Rebecka Rae, born December 31, 1969, 
and two sons, Earl Cecil II born February 9, 1972, 
and Elmer Clayton born August 19, 1973. 

In 1973, they moved to Reeves County. Cecil was 
a partner in Pecos Iron Metal Company in Pecos, 
Texas, and ran a farming and ranching operation on 
seventeen hundred acres of land in Reeves County. 
Cecil and Florence moved their family back to San 
Angelo in August of 1980. They still run an oilfield 
salvage on Highway 87 south of San Angelo. 

At the time of this writing, in 1989, Earl and Elmer 
are still attending school at Wall High. Rebecka is 
married and lives with her husband, Gilbert Perrirra, 
and their son, Adam Lance, in Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. Wendy is a Junior at Angelo State 
University. Grace Ellen attended ASU until her 
marriage to Burgin Lee Howdeshell in December, 
1984. They live in Rochester, Minnesota, where he 
works for I.B.M. 

Florence is a descendant of the famed Alamo King 
family, and several generations of her family have 
watched the history of Tom Green County unfold. 

by Florence Chapman 


CHAPMAN, CHARLIE 


Charlie Chapman was born on April 9, 1876, in 
Llano. He is the son of Benjamin Lawrence Chapman 
and Rose Ann Jackson. Charlie’s grandparents were 
James Morris Chapman (Confederate soldier and 
Texas Ranger) and Celenda Jane Stewart or (Stuart) 
and John M. “Humpy” Jackson (Frontiersman and 
Army Scout) and Ann Smart. Charlie grew up in 
Llano and Menard. He married Janetta “Nettie” 
Frances Keith on July 14th, 1907. Janetta was born 
in 1893. She was the daughter of Wiley Keith and 
Emma Holliday. Janetta’s grandparents on her 
mother’s side were Frances Aires Holliday and 
Janetta Page. Her great-grandparents were Thomas 
J. Holliday and Emily Cathrine Holliday and Jack 
Page and Janetta Windsor. 

Charlie and Nettie had a farm in Hext for several 
years. He was a farmer and butcher by trade. Nettie 
was a homemaker. Charlie played the fiddle and he 
played at all the social events in Menard and 
surrounding areas. Charlie had a stroke in 1938 that 
paralyzed him on one side. Nettie’s health was not 
good so they sold everything and went to live with 
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— 
Charlie and Janetta “Nettie” Keith Chapman 


their oldest daughter. They lived in Menard for a 
while with a younger daughter, after the other 
daughter moved to San Angelo. Then they moved to 
San Angelo in the 50’s, living here until they died. 
Charlie is buried in Fairmount Cemetery as is Janetta. 
They had five loving children: Lucille Catherine 
married Christian Hood Snodgrass, then Doyle 
Davis; Charles Denmond married Rose Wilson; 
Wanda Nell married: 1. Johnny Lindsey, 2. Henry 
Lindsey, 3. Mac Caldwell; Harlan Chapman married 
Lela Fae Kirland; Maybell married James Chadwick. 
All five children are deceased. 
by Mrs. Roy (Barbara) Elliott 


CHAPMAN, CHARLES 


Miss Rosie Wilson became the bride of Mr. 
Charles Chapman of Menard, Texas, the ceremony 
being said by Rev. Roland Hill at his home. 

The young couple met when Miss Wilson, a 
trained nurse, went to Menard to nurse Mr. 
Chapman’s father through an illness. Mrs. Chapman 
is the daughter of Mrs. Ethelbert “Tracy”? Wilson 
and had lived in De Leon several months. Rosie’s 
father was Ethelbert “Tracy”? Wilson and her mother 
was Elizabeth Wilson. Her grandparents were 
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Rose Wilson Chapman and Charles Chapman 


Ethelbert Tracy Wilson, Sr. and Frances 
Higginbothum. 

The couple went to Menard where they made their 
home. Mr. Chapman owned and operated the 
Chapman Plumbing and Heating in Menard. His 
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Chapman. His 
mother was Janetta (Nettie) Francis Keith. Charles’ 
grandparents were Benjamin L. Chapman and Rose 
Ann Jackson. His great-grandparents were John 
“Humpy”’ Jackson and Ann Smart, James M. 
Chapman and Celenda Jane Stuart. 

Rosie and Charles lived in Menard and sur- 
rounding areas because of his business. During W.W. 
II he was supposed to be drafted to the service so 
they sold out everything and moved to San Angelo. 
The war was over before he was inducted and the 
Chapman’s moved back to Menard. Then in 1949 
they moved back to San Angelo, where they stayed. 

Charles ran the Chapman Plumbing Co. until he 
had a stroke in the middle of 1960’s. Mrs. Chapman 
was a licensed cosmetologist and owned and 
operated her salon in San Angelo. Charles and Rose 
had three daughters. They were all born in Menard, 
TX. 

Charles died on Oct. 22, 1979. He is buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. Rosie is living 
in San Angelo. Her three daughters are: Barbara 
Worth, married Roy Elliott; Sue Francis, married 
Harold Liebo; Margaret Ethel, married 1. William J. 
Taylor, 2. Harold Grenawalt. 

by Mrs. Roy Elliott 


CHARLES, REV. R.O. 
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Rev. R. O., Frank and Abbie J. Charles in San Angelo 
about 1885. 


Rev. Rufus Orville Charles was born May 27, 1857 
in Guilford County, North Carolina. He moved with 
his parents (William R. Charles and Hannah Pidgeon) 
to Jefferson Township, Greene County, Ohio in 1865. 
In 1873 he began teaching school, until in the fourth 
term his health failed him. He went to Colorado to 
regain his lost health. In 1877 he returned to Ohio, 


and was ordained an Evangelist Minister on October 
22 in the Church of Christ, Barboursville, Ohio. 

Then he moved to Texas with his parents, brother 
Lee P., and sister Eva C. and began preaching for 
the church at Ennis. In January, 1884 he became San 
Angelo’s first regular Disciples of Christ pastor 
“Minister of the Gospel.’’ He preached in the 
Courthouse and in the Methodists’ building until First 
Christian Church was built August 30, 1885. The 
San Angelo Standard newspaper described the 
building as “by far the handsomest church in San 
Angelo,” “the prettiest church in the West.” 

Rev. Rufus O. Charles married Abbie Jane 
Probasco (born November 25, 1857 near Cedarville, 
Ohio) died 1944 near Barboursville, Ohio, daughter 
of Isaac W. Probasco and Maria Ellis, August 16, 
1882 in Ohio. Two children were born. Frank Allen 
Charles was born July 24, 1883, in Junction City, 
Texas, died January 1, 1955 near Jamestown, Ohio; 
and Orvie Jane Charles was born September 21, 1888 
in Sweetwater, Texas, died January 12, 1967 in 
Xenia, Ohio. Abbie Jane Probasco Charles was an 
Evangelist. 

Rey. Charles preached his last sermon October 3, 
1886. 

He was in Sweetwater, Texas two years, then he 
and family moved to Walsenburg, Colorado, 
preaching there in 1889. 

Rev. Rufus Orville Charles died September 9, 
1890 in Canon City, Colorado. “His body now rests 
among the friends of his childhood”’ in the Hussey 
Cemetery in Bowersville, Ohio. 

One of his tributes states: “Bro. R.O. Charles is 
one of the purest, most Christ-like spirits I ever 
knew.” September 27, 1890, Rev. A.J. Bush. 

Five original receipts from stores in San Angelo 
were found in a Biblical book of Rev. Rufus Orville 
Charles’ library. These are some of the stores 
patronized by him while he was minister of First 
Christian Church 1884-1886 in San Angelo: R.O. 
Charles San Angelo, Texas — September 15, 1885; 
R.E. Harris, Proprietor of the City Drug Store; 
Bridgers and McMahan -— Staple and Fancy 
Groceries, Chadbourne Street, O’ K White Building; 
F.T. Nason - Groceries, Vegetables, Fruit 
Confectioneries, Tobacco and Fine Cigars — West 
Side Chadbourne Street; E. Cartledge — Dealer in 
General Merchandise; S. Lapowski & Bros. - 
General Merchandise. 

by Mrs. Hazel Neal 


CHENOWETH, DEAN 


Dean Chenoweth, born April 15, 1896, near 
Lathrop, Missouri, spent the early part of his life on 
a farm, joined the Missouri National Guard when 
the United States became involved in World War I 
and the unit was federalized, spent two years with 
the 28th Field Artillery in France, returned then to 
the University of Missouri in 1919, graduating with 
a bachelor of journalism degree in 1920. He came 
from there to become news director and editor of 
the old “Standard” with Houston Harte, publisher, 
in July, 1920. A year later he was married to Mary 
Ellen Rogers of Lathrop and their lives were tied to 
that of the newspaper before Chenoweth retired in 
1966. 

Mrs. Chenoweth first operated a kindergarten here 
and taught school at the First Christian Church so 
effectively that a wing of the current building was 
named for her. Chenoweth was chairman of the 


Dean Chenoweth 


church board at the time of the building of the current 
edifice. 

Children born to the family were Vesta, now Mrs. 
Neale Jenson, wife of a Lutheran minister in Dallas, 
and Robert Dean now assistant dean of engineering 
at A&M University at College Station. He was 
married to Elizabeth Yancy of San Angelo. They have 
four children, Vesta has two. 

Dean Chenoweth devoted himself to keeping 
ahead of news developments in West Texas, served 
five years as president of Texas Managing Editors, 
and during the regime of Frank King representing 
the Associated Press in Texas, was credited by him 
with furnishing more tips for news of state and 
national importance than any other contributing 
editor in the state. Chenoweth supervised expanding 
coverage of agriculture, water conservation, sports, 
historical background of Fort Concho now one of 
the chief tourist attractions; the city itself as a health 
resort attracting tubercular victims, and now a major 
health center with several hospitals. Chenoweth 
served on the board of St. John’s Hospital. Water 
conservation became a major project with the Stacy 
Dam at this time nearing construction to assure 
meeting all water needs of the area. 

Chenoweth served as a commander of the 
American Legion and of World War I veterans here, 
became a charter member of the downtown Lions 
and editor of the club publication for years, also 
qualifying once as Lion of the year, and helped in 
organizing 31 clubs, a record for International 
organization. 

One major service for Texas developed with a 
request from Charles B. Metcalfe and the judges for 
18 counties for Dean to manage the campaign to tax 
University of Texas lands for school purposes. This 
was done with Mrs. Ledgerwood Sloan, now of 
Dallas, as secretary. They bombarded every 
newspaper in Texas with maps showing lands 
involved and the need of money to build schools as 
a means of attracting permanent families. The 
measure carried by a big majority though many had 
said that would never happen. 

Mary Ellen Chenoweth died in 1973 and a year 
later Dean married her sister, Jane Hutchens, of Des 
Moines, Iowa. Her first task here was to be a docent 
at Fort Concho. She is the author of two historical 
novels, “John Brown’s Cousin,”’ and “Timothy 
Larkin.”’ Both are in the local library. 

by Dean Chenoweth 


CHILDS, MARGARET 
(SCHUCH) 


Margaret Schuch Childs was born December 17, 
1920 to Edwin H. and Cecile Schuch in San Angelo. 
She graduated from high school in San Angelo, in 
1938 and attended San Angelo Junior College and 
Southern Methodist University. She married Floyd 
James Childs who was born November 20, 1918. 
They married June 21, 1941, in El Paso, Texas, where 
he was in the United States Army. He served in 
Europe during World War II for 22 months and was 
in the armed forces for five years. 

They were the parents of three children. Roxy 
Anne was born May 22, 1942 in El Paso. Tonya Lee 
was born June 9, 1944, in San Angelo and Stacy Jay 
was born August 21, 1946, in San Angelo. 

Soon after Stacy was born, the family moved to 
Abilene, Texas, where Floyd went into the ready- 
mix concrete business and remained in it for over 
32 years. He has been in various other businesses 
including paint manufacturing and the cookie 
business. 

Roxy graduated from Texas University in Austin 
in August, 1963, with a Bachelor of Music Degree. 
She married Robert Barnola Egan August 31, 1963. 
Robert was born May 5, 1941. They have two 
children: Chesley Ann born December 16, 1966, and 
Robert John, born July 12, 1969. 

Tonya Lee graduated from McMurry College with 
a B.A. Degree in French and Spanish in May, 1966; 
received her Masters Degree in Spanish from Texas 
Tech University in August, 1967, and received her 
Ph.D. from the University of Texas in August, 1971, 
with a major in Spanish and supporting fields in 
French and Philosophy. She was teaching Spanish 
at the University of Texas when she was killed in an 
automobile accident March 9, 1972. 

Stacy Jay graduated from Tulane University in 
June, 1968 and married Kristine Gauthier August 10, 
1968. Kristine was born February 27, 1948. Stacy 
graduated from Louisiana State University Medical 
School in June, 1972, and completed his training at 
Carraway Methodist Medical Center in 1977. He is 
a Urologist in private practice in Birmingham, 
Alabama. He and Kris have two daughters, Callan 
Yorke born March 24, 1973, and Pilar Kohl born 
September 24, 1974. 

Besides being a homemaker, Margaret enjoys 
working as a volunteer at the Presbyterian Medical 
Care Mission and various other church activities. 

by Angela R. Chase 


CHOATE, LESLIE ARTHUR 


William Austin Choate and his family moved to 
San Angelo in 1920. The group consisted of Austin, 
his two sons, Roscoe and Leslie, and two daughters, 
Lucinda Eugenia (Lucy) and Ida Mae. 

Austin and his oldest son Roscoe opened a service 
station on the corner of 5th and North Chadbourne 
Street. Leslie went to work for George Bailey, owner 
of Bailey Auto Co. on Concho Avenue — he still 
worked there during the 1936 flood. His sisters, Ida 
Mae and Lucy, made friends with the young people 
in North Angelo. 

Among Ida’s new friends was Jewell 
Leinneweber. Leslie met her, but as he was five years 
older than she, it was several years before they dated. 
They met one night at a high school carnival, and 
then they became a twosome. They married three 
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Leslie Choate and Jewell Leinneweber shortly before 
their wedding in 1926, San Angelo. 


years later. They were married by B.O. Wood in the 
Presbyterian parsonage on August 22, 1926. They 
had an excellent view of their car being decorated 
by their friends outside through the parsonage 
windows. 

One year after their marriage, on September 17, 
1927, their son Doug Less was born. As soon as he 
was about a year old, Jewell went to work at JC 
Penney Co. while her mother tended the baby. Leslie 
was still working at Bailey Auto — he worked there 
until World War II when he was a civilian fireman at 
Goodfellow. The young couple bought an older 
house in East Angelo. 

In due time, two other children were born — 
Barbara Ann (Ann) (1939) and Kathryn Doris (1941). 
All three children graduated from San Angelo High 
School as had their mother. All are university 
graduates. Both girls are Texas teachers. Ann has 
been with the San Angelo school district since 1961. 
Kathryn, who married Edward Lee Baker of Houston 
while they were students at Baylor, teaches at 
Rockwall near Dallas. Doug Less who married 
Shirley O’ Dell in Tulsa is an Oklahoma businessman. 

Leslie Choate left Goodfellow after the war and 
worked for a short time for Jim Morrell who owned 
Morrell Hardware on West Beauregard. His last work 
was for the City Shops where he was night man for 
twenty-three years. He retired from the City of San 
Angelo in 1969. 

He died in 1974 at the age of seventy-two and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. His wife, Jewell, and 
daughter, Ann, continue to live in the family home 
in East Angelo (1987). 

by Ann Choate 


CLARK, HOPE and BONNIE 
(MILLER) 


Hope Clark was born February 13, 1898. He was 
a cowboy around Eldorado, Texas. Then he moved 
to San Angelo where he became a fireman. 

In San Angelo he met Pauline Miller and began 
to court her. He was very good natured. 
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Bonnie and Hope Clark 


Pauline had a standing date with a man out in West 
Texas. She had promised him that when he came to 
San Angelo she would go out with him. One day he 
called to say he’d be arriving on an early train and 
would like to take her to a movie. She agreed, hung 
the phone up and suddenly remembered that she had 
a date with Hope. So when Hope came to pick 
Pauline up, her sister Gladys met him at the door. 
She said, “Hope, don’t say a word. You’ re going with 
me tonight. Don’t say anything to Pauline’s date, 
please.’’ Then Gladys explained the situation. 

So Hope and Gladys, T.J. and Pauline went to the 
show. After the show, they took T.J. to the depot and 
he left on a train. 

At Christmas Hope and Pauline broke up. When 
they broke up Bonnie Miller said, “Pauline, let me 
have Hope. You have Oron and you don’t care 
anything about Hope like that.”’ Pauline said, “All 
right.”” Bonnie had always been crazy about Hope, 
he just never knew that she was alive. 

Bonnie’s sisters could never resist teasing; so when 
Hope came to visit they always played “Whispering 
Hope” on the victrola. 

Bonnie was born in 1902, the youngest of the 
seven daughters of Edward Daniel Miller and Nancy 
Della Bond. She was born in Millersview, Texas, later 
the family moved to San Angelo. She went to junior 
high school in the building on College and Magdalen 
and to high school in the present-day Edison Junior 
High School. The college was across the street. 

Bonnie and Hope Clark were married in 1922, and 
in 1923, they had their daughter Wanda. Ten days 
later, Bonnie was staying the required 15 days in 
bed after having a child, when her sister Pauline got 
married. 

Bonnie is a skilled craftsman, she has mastered 
tatting (making lace by hand), needlepoint and 
crosstitch. She still makes beautiful hand sewn quilts, 
and quilts them herself. 

Hope died in 1979 or 1980. 

Wanda Clark Smith married Estill Smith and had 
four children: Hope (Candy), Ford, Floyd and Robin. 
Wanda retired after working at General Telephone 
Company for many years. She had three 
grandchildren. 

by Angela R. Case 


CLAY, JAMES JACKSON, SR. 


James J. Clay, Sr. 


James J. (Jim) was the eighth child of a family of 
eleven children. He was born March 22, 1884 in 
Belton, Bell County, Texas. His father was Francis 
Marion Clay, married to Emaline Ruth Wolfe on May 
27, 1866 in Franklin County, Arkansas. 

Jim loved the farm life and attended a small 
country school. At age seventeen he had a job as a 
lineman in Temple, Texas. His father died in 1903, 
and Jim took a job with San Angelo Telephone 
Company. His mother and brother, Newton Pete, 
moved to San Angelo and lived on Seventh Street. 

Jim met Essie Anderson, who lived on Eighth 
Street and worked at March Brothers. They were 
married on June 14, 1905. Two boys were born, 
Marion A. Clay, 1906 and James J. Junior, 1908. A 
home was built at 617 Powell Street, and here Meltha 
Florine was born in 1910. The home on Powell Street 
was sold, the family lived on First Street, then moved 
to Eighth Street, across the street from Granny 
Anderson. Here Essie Cecelia was born, 1914. 

Jim remembered setting his first pole on 
Chadbourne Street in front of Standard Times. The 
telephone company was upstairs in a building at 
corner of Chadbourne and Twohig, and the 
Construction Building on Twohig. At the beginning 
of his telephone work, there were 260 subscribers 
connected to switchboard (1904) and a small 
exchange in Sonora. The company grew to over 19 
exchanges (1946) and many thousands of subscribers 
in San Angelo. Jim became a plant Superintendent 
and then assistant to President of General Telephone 
Company. Jim was a member of Goodfellow Class, 
First Baptist Church, Masonic Lodge #584, Knight 
Templar, and the Round Table. 

Jim and Essie were loving and understanding 
parents. The children enjoyed swimming in the 
Concho River, fishing and picking pecans. At home 
there were books, games and music. Marion played 
violin in high school and church, and James played 
saxophone in the DeMolay Band. The children 
enjoyed many school activities; all attended John H. 
Reagan, Junior High, and Senior High School. The 
boys played football and later attended Texas A&M. 
At the early age of fourteen, the boys worked at 


telephone pole setting and cables. In later years, there 
was training in installation, repair, magneto 
equipment, common battery and dial equipment, also 
all types of PBX and Toll Boards. 

Marion married Lula D. Moore, 1928; James 
married Johnnye L. Green, 1929, and Florine married 
James W. Stites, 1930. Cecelia married J. Paul Clark. 
James and Marion, and J.W. Stites had telephone 
careers. James became a head engineer; Marion, 
President of Lufkin Telephone Company. They 
enjoyed their many years of telephone work. Marion 
received the “Hall of Fame” award for telephone 
work from Independent Telephone Pioneer 
Association in 1979. James died 1981, Marion in 
1982. James Stites worked for San Angelo Telephone 
Company, and General Telephone Company of 
California, retired in 1970 and lives in Paradise, 
California. 

Jim died in 1950 and Essie in 1971, both are buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery. 


by Florine Stites 


CLAY, JAMES J., JR. 


James J. Clay, Jr. was born in San Angelo April 
20, 1908, to Mr. and Mrs. James J. Clay, Sr. He 
graduated from San Angelo High School in 1926, 
and attended Texas A&M College for two years. 
While in high school, he played saxophone in the 
DeMolay band at various functions around San 
Angelo. 

At the age of eleven, James went on the payroll 
of the San Angelo Telephone Company carrying coal 
to upstairs offices in the winter. He continued to work 
for the telephone company during summers and on 
holidays. In 1928 he went to work full-time in line 
construction, and later in engineering. He remained 
as San Angelo Division engineer when General 
Telephone Company of the Southwest took over in 
1953. From 1967 until his retirement, he was in 
engineering in the General Offices. He retired in 1973 
after more than forty-five years of service. He was a 
lifetime member of the Telephone Pioneers, a 
member of Masons and Texas A&M Former 
Students. He was an active member of the First 
Baptist Church all his life, and served as Secretary 
of the Intermediate Department for seventeen years. 
James died September 15, 1981. 

Johnnye Louise Green was born June 11, 1910 in 
Comanche, Texas to Mr. & Mrs. John H. Green. They 
moved to San Angelo in 1926. One warm Sunday 
afternoon in 1927, John E. Robbins introduced them 
by writing James’ name on the top of a car. Johnnye, 
a telephone operator for the Telephone Company, 
was at a second floor window above a drug store at 
Chadbourne and Twohig at the time. James and 
Johnnye were married on December 14, 1929. 
Shortly after their wedding, a winter storm caused 
serious damage to telephone lines, and James didn’t 
get home to his new bride for three weeks. In 1930 
they built a home at 7th and Volney, and lived there 
until anew home was built on Dallas Street in 1964. 

Two children were born of this union. Barbara 
Jeannine Clay was born February 13, 1933, and 
James J. Clay III was born January 24, 1937. Both 
children graduated from San Angelo High School - 
Jeannine in 1951 and Jimmy in 1954. Jeannine 
married William V. Johnson April 7, 1955. 

After graduation, Jimmy attended Texas A&M 
College and Texas Christian University. He married 
the late Norma Louise Bauer of Dallas in 1958. They 


had one daughter, Barbara Louise Clay. Barbara 
graduated from Trinity University, and SMU Law 
School, and is a practicing attorney in Dallas. Jimmy 
died in December, 1960. 

Johnnye Louise Clay still lives in San Angelo and 
is active at the First Baptist Church, The Glory Choir, 
Westland Park Club, the San Angelo Texas A&M 
Mother’s Club, and is a member of the Telephone 
Pioneers. 

by Johnnye L. Clay 


CLAY, MARION A. 


Mother Essie would rock Marion in a buggy as 
she watched a ball game through the back fence. 
Marion was born on November 6, 1906 in a small 
house next to the old ball park over in the Fort, San 
Angelo. His brother James was born on 8th Street 
and Florine was born at 617 Powell Street. Marion, 
James, Florine, and Cecelia attended John H. Reagan 
School. 

Marion took violin lessons from Mrs. Miller. He 
played football in Senior High and graduated in 1925. 

With brother James, Marion started an early career 
in telephone work in summer with San Angelo 
Telephone Company, setting poles, stringing wire 
and cable. Then he had two years in Engineering at 
Texas A&M College. Marion married Lula D. Moore 
on September 21, 1928 in a surprise wedding at the 
San Angelo Fairground. They built a home on 8th 
Street. Two sons were born: M. Richard in 1930 and 
Ronald Lee in 1934. 

Marion worked in many civic activities, as: Master 
of Boy Scout Troop, President of Knights of Round 
Table, member of San Angelo School Board and 
Masonic Lodge. With his family, he was a member 
of the First Baptist Church. He taught juniors, was a 
Training Union Director, and a Deacon. Lula D. also 
worked in the church and sang in the choir. 

The family moved to Kansas City, Missouri, and 
later to Lufkin, Texas. In Lufkin, Marion was 
President of the Lions Club, member of Board of 
Directors of Salvation Army, active with the 
Chamber of Commerce, a Deacon of the First Baptist 
Church and a member of Building Committee to 
build a new sanctuary. 

Marion’s telephone career was extended and 
varied. He worked on magneto equipment, common 
battery and dial equipment, all types of PBX, PABX 
equipment and toll boards. In 1928, San Angelo 
Telephone Company purchased automatic electric 
dial equipment, and sent Marion to a dial school in 
Chicago, which he completed. He was made 
Equipment Engineer and Assistant Superintendent 
and helped with installing the San Angelo dial 
system. He made all additions to C.O. Equipment at 
Goodfellow Air Force Base and Concho Bomber 
Base, San Angelo, during the war. In 1946, he 
attended Sales Engineering School in Rochester, N.Y. 
and became Sales Engineer covering eleven states 
for Stromberg Carlson Company of Kansas City. 

After engineering the dial equipment for Lufkin 
Telephone Exchange, Texas, he was offered the 
General Manager position in 1952; became president 
in 1968 and Chairman of the Board. He served in 
many Telephone Associations, as member of 
Independent Telephone Pioneer, Life Member, 
president of Texas Telephone Association, and voted 
and honored into the Independent Telephone “Hall 
of Fame” in 1979. With fifty-five years of service, 
he retired in 1974. He died in Lufkin, Texas, on 
September 8, 1982. 

by Florine Clay Stites 


CLEGG - GRIGGS - 
THOMASSON 


T.J. Clegg, one of West Texas’ leading ranchers, 
was one of the founders of Carlsbad. His son, 
Connell, married Eula Griggs, one of the ten children 
of Lee and Della Griggs, who came to Carlsbad from 
Evant, Texas, shortly before World War I. 

The Cleggs lost most of their ranch lands during 
the Depression. 

Lee Griggs ran the water works when he first came 
to Carlsbad. Later he ran a taxi service. Most of the 
Griggs children left Carlsbad as young adults, but 
John, Ora Lee and Eula stayed. Ora Lee became 
postmaster at the Sanatorium in the middle 1920’s 
and kept that job until her retirement in the early 
1950’s. Eula worked for Ora Lee at the post office 
until she retired, also in the 1950’s, to Evant, Texas. 
Eula and Connell had two children, Giles and Ann. 
Connell died in 1940 and was buried in Water Valley. 

Byron and Maude Thomasson moved to Carlsbad 
from Flatonia, Texas, in 1920 with their daughters, 
Gladys and Ida. Byron was gardener at the 
Sanatorium from his arrival until his retirement in 
1945, at which time he and Maude moved to San 
Angelo. Byron died in 1960 and Maude in 1974. 
They are buried in Water Valley. 

Ida Thomasson married Charlie Andrews in 1922 
and they had one daughter, Charlene. They soon 
moved to San Angelo. 

John Griggs married Gladys Thomasson in 1926. 
They had two sons, Carroll and Charles. John 
operated the ice plant at the Sanatorium until 1941, 
when he went to work at Goodfellow Field. John 
and Gladys moved to San Angelo in 1944. John was 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Lee Griggs and Della Griggs were still residents 
of Carlsbad when they died, Lee in 1940 and Della 
in 1956. They are buried at Evant, Texas. 

Ora Lee Griggs and Eula Clegg were also residents 
of Carlsbad when they died, Eula in the 1970’s and 
Ora Lee in the 1980’s. John Griggs died on July 4, 
1986 in San Angelo, and is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. Gladys Griggs still survives. 

by Carroll Griggs 


CLIFT, JAMES WALLACE 


James Wallace Clift 
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James Wallace Clift was born June 6, 1914 in Coke 
County near Bronte. He was the son of the late Jim 
and Bertie Clift of Robert Lee. December 6, 1936, 
James and Zollie Harper were married in her parent’s 
home on the Harper Ranch. Zollie was born at Water 
Valley September 7, 1915. James and Zollie have 
two children: James Donald Clift (one daughter 
Sherry Sue Clift) and Jakie Sue Clift Myrick (two 
daughters Heather Lynn Myrick and Holli Elizabeth 
Myrick). 


Zollie Harper Clift 


After their marriage James and Zollie lived in San 
Angelo, Alpine, and then in 1939 they moved to the 
Harper Ranch where they were in the ranching 
business until his death December 28, 1965. 

James Clift was active in the Water Valley School, 
Masonic Lodge and other community affairs. 

by Zollie H. Clift 


COBB - LEWIS 


Cora E. (Coe) Lewis, a native of Birmingham, 
Alabama, was second of four daughters born to 
Levada (Watts) Cobb and Etherage Alexander Cobb. 
Her sisters are Vera Lightsey of Canandaigua, New 
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Nancy, Paula, Coe and a6 Lewis - 1957 
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York; Wynelle (Mrs. John) Ingram of St. Augustine, 
Florida; and Mary Gregory of Cummins, Georgia. 

Coe first came to Texas in 1945, where she worked 
at Amarillo Army Air Field. In 1955, she met and 
married Leo David Lewis (deceased July 1, 1987), a 
native of Wichita Falls, Texas, the youngest of five 
children born to Molly (Brewer) Lewis and Robert 
A. Lewis. They lived in Wichita Falls until 1961 
when they were transferred by the Texas Parks & 
Wildlife to San Angelo. They reared Leo’s two 
daughters, Paula Kay and Nancy Leann, and two 
more children were born of this marriage: Clay 
Taylor and Cathy Lynn. 

Paula Kay is now Mrs. Michael T. Smith, and they 
live with their two sons, Danny and David, in 
Decatur, Georgia. Nancy Leann has one son, Alan 
Wayne Eisenbach, and she lives in Fort Myers, 
Florida. Clay Taylor and wife, Becky, have one son, 
David Anthony, and they live in Brownwood where 
he is employed by Kohler Manufacturing Company 
and Becky is a housewife. Clay was born in Wichita 
Falls in 1958, and Cathy Lynn was born in San 
Angelo in 1966. She attended McGill Elementary 
School, Lee Junior High School and Central High 
School. She is now a junior at Angelo State 
University where she is an accounting major. Cathy 
attended Robert Lee High School her last two years 
and graduated in 1985. She moved to Robert Lee 
with Coe, who became postmaster at Robert Lee in 
February, 1982. Coe went to work in the San Angelo 
post office in 1963 and worked there until she became 
postmaster in 1982. She retired from the Postal 
Service in September, 1987. 


A ° 
Coe, Cathy, Clay and Leo Lewis in 1977 


All four children attended McGill Elementary 
School, Lee Junior High School and Central High 
School. Paula and Clay graduated from Central. Clay 
and Cathy were very active in band in Junior High 
and High School and Cathy is in band at ASU. Coe 
was very active in improving postal service and 
helped select the site for Robert Lee’s new post 
office. She supervised the building and moving into 
the new facility. Upon her retirement, she moved 
back to San Angelo. She is presently President of 64 
Study Club and Vice-President of Robert Lee Stamp 
Club. She is active in bowling and other club work. 

by Cora E. “Coe” Lewis 


COBB, SAMUEL M. 


Mr. Samuel M. Cobb and Mrs. Cecil Alice (Graham) 
Cobb. Taken on their Wedding Day, 12-25-1895. 


Samuel M. Cobb and wife Cecil Alice came to 
San Angelo, Texas in 1912 from Corsicana, Texas. 
Mr. Cobb owned a grocery store on South 
Chadbourne Street in the 1920’s known as Cobb’s 
Sanitary Grocery. 

Cecil Alice (Graham) Cobb was born April 21, 
1873, at Memphis, Scotland County, Missouri, the 
daughter of Tilden and Caroline Alice (Kennedy) 
Graham. In 1876, the family moved from Missouri 
to Waxahachie, Texas and ten years later to 
Corsicana, Texas where Cecil married Mr. Cobb on 
December 25, 1895. Cecil had two brothers, Albert 
Alonzo and George Edward Graham. 

The Graham family can be traced back to Rulof 
Jans, an early Dutch settler to Manhattan Island, New 
York, in the early 1600’s through Cecil’s mother, 
Caroline Alice Graham. As family lineage was told 
to me: Rulof and Aneke (Webber) had a daughter 
Catrina who married Johanas Peterson Van Brough 
March 29, 1658. One of their sons, Johanas, married 
Margaret Provost July 10, 1696; their son Johanas 
had a son named Rolof Van Brough (or Rule Van 
Brunt) who married Sarah Nefuss, March 28, 1775, 
who had a son Isaack Van Brunt, Sr. (born August 
12, 1789), married Hannah Luckey October 6, 1810. 
This couple moved from Warwick, Orange County, 
New York to Augusta, Hancock County, Illinois. 
Their daughter, Elizabeth married John Kennedy 
March 31, 1830, at Warwick and had a daughter, 
Caroline Alice Kennedy, who married Tilden 
Graham October 3, 1869, at Warsaw, Illinois. When 
Cecil was a young lady, her parents sent her to a 
school in Chicago where she learned to be a 
professional seamstress. After her husband died, she 
made her living sewing for the public. Her customers 
were the elite of San Angelo and wore her creations 
with pride. 

It is thought that Samuel M. Cobb’s family came 
from Abbeville, South Carolina to Florida in 1867. 
His parents were Samuel A. and Lavinia (McMillan) 
Cobb. He had two sisters, Elizabeth (who married 
Josua Q. Hadden) and the other sister, whose name I 
do not know, married Benjamine McKie. 

To Cecil and Samuel Cobb were born three sons: 
Kelsey Graham (November 7, 1899), Samuel Clifton 
(January 27, 1902) and Richard Louis (December 
29, 1909). Kelsey married Eleanor and lived in 
Sarasota, Florida, Louis married Laree (Laird) and 
had a stepdaughter, Doris Jean, daughter Bobbie, son 
Richard and son Sammy. This family left San Angelo 
for Oakland, California about 1943. Louis worked 
for Troy Patterson Neon Sign Company and designed 
the sign (that of a cowboy riding a bucking boot) 
which stood for many years in front of M.L. Leddy 
Boot Shop at 24 South Chadbourne Street. Samuel 
Clifton (Ty) Cobb married a school teacher, Celia 


Wright, March 16, 1930, but the marriage only lasted 
a few weeks. He married Mildred (Frisbie) Washam 
in 1938 and they were divorced in 1945. Ty was a 
machinist and automobile mechanic. After retiring 
from Monarch Tile Company, he moved to Lake 
Buchanan and lived until his death August, 1981. 
He is buried in the Tow Cemetery at the lake. 
by Marie Russell 


CODY, THOMAS JUNIUS, JR. 


Thomas J. Cody, Jr. 


Thomas J. Cody, Jr. was born on April 11, 1888 in 
Glen Rose, Texas. His parents were Thomas J. and 
Emma Robinson Cody. Mr. and Mrs. Cody married 
in 1886 and lived in Glen Rose where they owned 
and operated a local newspaper, the Glen Rose 
Falcon. Fifteen months after their marriage, Mr. 
Cody became ill and died shortly before their son 
was born. Mrs. Cody and her son lived with her 
mother for the next several years. In 1891, Mrs. Cody 
married Burton D. Bright and they had five sons 
together. In 1900 the family moved to San Angelo 
where Mr. Bright took a job as a ranch foreman for 
the J.A. Loomis Ranch near Mereta. 


Thomas J. Cody and Emma Robinson Cody 


Mr. Cody left school early and held a variety of 
jobs with companies including Shepperson Furniture 
and Baker-Hemphill. During World War I, Tom 
served with Base Hospital Number 310 in France. 
Following his return, Tom served as an accountant 
in the San Angelo City Tax Department under E.L. 
Wells, Jr., San Angelo’s first City Manager. He served 
on the Texas Relief Commission during the 
Depression and was with the J.D. Young Corporation 
of Big Lake for ten years. In the late 1920’s, Tom 
worked as an accountant for the Thorp Paint Store 
in Big Spring. 

In November, 1941, he was named City Auditor 
for San Angelo, and returned to the family residence 
which he shared with his mother. During World War 
Il, he served as Chairman for the Government 
Division in the War Chest Drive. It was during this 
period that he acted on an early love and began avidly 
collecting antique furniture and fine etchings. He 
maintained an extensive collection of china and 
glassware. Also, during the war, Mr. Cody and his 
mother opened their home to many service- 
connected couples from Goodfellow and Mathis 
Field. Many of the families who enjoyed their 
hospitality kept in touch for many years. 

Mr. Cody was the fourth commander of the San 
Angelo American Legion Post, an active member of 
the First Christian Church, and member of both the 
Big Lake and San Angelo Lions Clubs. Mr. Cody 
died at St. John’s Hospital on January 21, 1960, 
following a cerebral hemorrhage. Mr. Cody never 
married. 

by Tom and Lynn Bright 


COLEMAN, HOWARD, SR. 


Howard Coleman, Sr. Family 
Ist row: (Buddy) G. Howard Coleman, Jr. 2nd row: 
Lucille and Howard Coleman, Sr. 


Howard Coleman, Sr. was born September 1, 1919 
near Miles, Texas in Runnels County. On October 
18, 1946, he married Lucille Rumsey (born October 
22, 1921 in the Klattenhoff Community, Tom Green 
County, Texas). They have one son, Howard 
Coleman, Jr. (born February 13, 1955 in San Angelo, 
Texas) who married Fay Gwinn (born January 4, 
1956, in Kermit, Winkler County, Texas). Howard 
and Lucille have two grandchildren, Lara (born 
October 19, 1982, in San Angelo, Texas), and 


Rebekah (born September 22, 1985, in San Angelo, 
Texas). 

After their marriage Howard and Lucille lived in 
Miles, Texas for several years. Howard worked on 
the family dairy farm and Lucille taught in the Miles 
School. In August, 1961 they moved to San Angelo 
where Howard first worked for a dairy company and 
later worked for Tom Green County. He also raised 
cattle on the family farm in the Klattenhoff 
Community. Lucille taught the fourth and fifth grades 
at Glenmore Elementary School for twenty-four 
years before retiring. 

Lucille is a member of the Fort Concho Chapter 
of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, the Alpha 
Beta Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma, 
Pocahontas Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and the San Angelo Retired 
Teachers’ Association. 

Howard was inducted into the United States Army 
February 3, 1942 at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, 
Texas. He was shipped to Camp Roberts, California, 
for basic training in field artillery. After basic 
training, he went to Presidio and Angel Island in San 
Francisco, California. Howard was transported to 
Tanga Tobu in the Pacific Theater. There he served 
as a military policeman attached to XIV Corps 
Headquarters. He served on New Caledonia, 
Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Mannis Island, and 
Luzon Island in the Philippines before serving in the 
occupation forces at Sendai, Honshu Island in Japan. 
He received his discharge on December 5, 1945, and 
returned home to Miles, Texas. 

Howard and Lucille are members of the First 
United Methodist Church in San Angelo. 

Howard’s parents were the late George and Zephy 
Coleman who were prominent dairy farmers near 
Miles, Runnels County, Texas. The Coleman 
ancestors came to Miles from Waxahachie, Ellis 
County, Texas. They came to Texas from Warran 
County, Kentucky. 

Lucille’s parents were the late Wallace and Viola 
Rumsey who were stock farmers in the Klattenhoff 
Community for over sixty years. The Rumsey 
ancestors migrated to the United States from Ireland, 
settling in West Virginia and later moving to East 
Texas. In the early 1900’s they moved to Runnels 
County and a few years later moved to the 
Klattenhoff Community in Tom Green County. 

by Lucille Coleman 


COLEMAN, HOWARD, JR. 


Howard Coleman, Jr. was born February 13, 1955, 
in San Angelo, Texas. On August 1, 1976, he married 
Fay Gwinn (born January 4, 1956, in Kermit, Texas). 
They have two children: Lara Rachel, who was born 
October 19, 1982, and Rebekah Leigh who was born 
September 21, 1985. 

After his birth, Howard lived on the family farm 
in the Klattenhoff Community. The drought of the 
1950’s forced the family to move “into town,” first 
living in Miles, and then San Angelo in August, 1961. 
Howard attended Glenmore Elementary School, 
Thomas A. Edison Junior High School, and San 
Angelo Central High School where he graduated in 
1973. Howard attended Angelo State University 
where he received a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
1978. 

Fay was raised in Kermit and attended public 
schools there until her graduation from Kermit High 
School in 1974. After graduation, Fay enrolled at 
Angelo State University where she received a 
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Bachelor of Arts Degree. She has returned to Angelo 
State University to earn an elementary teaching 
certificate. 

Both Howard and Fay were involved in the band 
program at Angelo State. Howard was named 
“Outstanding Freshman” in 1974. He pledged Kappa 
Kappa Psi, Honorary Band Fraternity, and served as 
secretary and twice as president. Fay pledged Tau 
Beta Sigma, Honorary Sorority, and served as 
secretary and president. They helped to organize and 
run several of the first Angelo State University Band 
Camps. 

Howard has taught at Grape Creek School for the 
past nine years. He is a member of the Texas State 
Teachers’ Association. Fay has been employed at 
Texas Employment Commission and the Concho 
Valley Council of Governments during her years after 
graduation from college. At the Council of 
Governments, she has developed and taught a course 
on job acquisition and retention. She is a member of 
Kappa Delta Pi, honorary educational organization. 
Howard and Fay are members of the First United 
Methodist Church where they teach Sunday School 
and play in the Wesleyan Handbell Choir. 

Howard’s parents are Howard Coleman, Sr. and 
Lucille Rumsey Coleman of San Angelo. Fay’s 
parents are Norris Blanton and Modena Cavett 
Blanton; and G.W. Gwinn of Fort Worth, Texas. 
Fay’s grandparents, Charles Edward Cavett and Ola 
Fay Haga Cavett, came to Winkler County from New 
Mexico in the 1920’s. Charlie helped to build and 
drill Winkler County’s first oil well. Ola was Winkler 
County’s first Gold Star Mother after losing two sons 
in Japanese prison camps in the Philippines. 

by Howard Coleman, Jr. 


COLLARD, HARVEY G. 


Harvey G. Collard 


Harvey Gilmore (Gilmer) Collard was the sixth 
of eleven children of John Jasper and Mary Elizabeth 
(Barton) Collard. He was born in Pittsfield, Pike 
County, Illinois, July 30, 1853, when his father was 
serving as county clerk. Harvey was named for his 
father’s close friend, Colonel Daniel Harvey (Dick) 
Gilmer, who served as state’s attorney of Pike 
County. 
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Harvey Collard ran away from home when he was 
sixteen years old to accompany Allen and 
Christopher Ligon on a “prospecting” trip to Texas 
in 1869 or 1870. He had told his family he might go 
to Texas. They were so against the idea and had such 
a low opinion of Texas that they told him he was 
moving to “Hell” if he did. The two Ligon brothers 
returned home, but Harvey never did. Allen later 
married Harvey’s older sister Lucretia. Harvey 
eventually started working on the Jonathan Miles 
Ranch, headquartered on Fourth Street in San 
Angelo. He helped with the stock and worked in the 
ranch office which was attached to the kitchen area 
where his future wife Martha Ellen Rayburn was a 
cook. 


Martha Ellen Rayburn “Mattie” Collard 


Martha Ellen Rayburn, “Mattie” to her family, was 
born October 25, 1866, at Red Oak, Ellis County, 
Texas. She was an excellent seamstress and cook. 
Lamb seemed to be the staple food for Miles Ranch 
hands. Martha became so set against any form of 
mutton that she declared she would never cook a 
“sheep’”’ in her kitchen if she ever married. And she 
never did! 

Harvey Collard was a portly, handsome man, a 
real “dandy.” Harvey and Martha married September 
30, 1886, three weeks after her family moved to Bell 
County, Texas. They were married at the Jonathan 
Miles’ home on Fourth Street by the Rev. Andrew 
Jackson “Fightin’ Parson” Potter, circuit riding 
Methodist preacher. 

Their first child Elija was born May 20, 1888, and 
died June 3, 1888. In the spring of 1889 Harvey went 
on the payroll of Fort Concho as a caretaker of the 
pump house located on the South Concho River (near 
the present day utilities plant). On July 13, 1889, 
Lydia Jane, the second child, was born. The soldiers 
vacated the fort on July 20, 1889. According to 
family history, on July 27, 1889, the Collard family 
moved their residence to the fort headquarters 
building as caretakers for the Adams and Wickes 
Land Company. Five children were born in the fort 
headquarters building: Mary Elizabeth (1892), 
Myrtle Dell (1894), Daniel D. (1896, died nine 
months later), Harvey Gilmore (Gilmer), Jr. (1900), 
Jessie Maud (1903). 

By the time the last child was born, Harvey, Sr. 
was totally blind. Sometime after 1903, the family 
moved into the renovated structure just south of the 
headquarters building. Family history notes that this 
structure was at one time an orderly room and was 


next to their mattress factory. In 1898, the Collards 
had traded J.D. Rawls and Joe Johnson a team of 
fine horses, a wagon and a harness, all valued at five 
hundred dollars, for their mattress factory equipment. 
The Concho Mattress Factory was the first in the 
area, and in the early days it ran on “horse” power, a 
dun pony named Nellie. The majority of their early 
mattress business was renovations. A lot of the early 
families had buffalo hair mattresses that needed to 
be reworked. 

Because of Harvey, Sr.’s blindness, Mrs. Collard 
was kept very busy. She had her children to rear and 
to send to school. All except the last child attended 
the chapel/schoolhouse on the fort grounds. They 
leased the land east of the fort between the forks of 
the Conchos and ran their livestock on it. She 
supervised the mattress factory, as well as generated 
business. Harvey, Sr. was able to retrain himself to 
help make mattresses in spite of his blindness and 
the danger of the working machinery. Most of the 
children helped in the business until they married: 
Lydia to Claude D. Gilstrap (1905), Mary to Charlie 
Lashlee (1908), Myrtle to John G. Hulsey (1911), 
Harvey, Jr. to Fannie May Harding (1921), Jessie to 
Cicero Russell (1923). 

Mrs. Collard had several young men from outside 
the family helping in the mattress factory. Usually, 
one of them was a boarder who gave her extra help, 
especially after Harvey, Sr. died on September 20, 
1920. Another boarder was retired Major Clement 
W. Howard who lived with the family many years 
after the fort had closed. He was from San Antonio 
and wanted to stay near the fort. 

Mrs. Collard somehow found time to be active in 
the community. She was a charter member of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church (St. Paul’s). She 
was present at the organizational meeting held in the 
dining area of the fort hospital building on January 
19, 1896. She helped Dr. C. E. Mayes and Dr. 
Marberry deliver many babies. She was asked to 
make the shrouds and prepare the bodies of women 
and babies when mortuary services were not used. 

Martha had a concern for people far and near. One 
example of this concern occurred in April of 1927 
when a tornado almost destroyed Rocksprings, 
Texas, and killed seventy-two people. She, along 
with her factory workers and friends, kept the factory 
running two days and nights to make two truck loads 
of mattresses and pillows for the survivors. Years 
later, Mrs. Collard was recognized for her driving 
independent spirit and her unselfish community 
service. Governor Coke Stevenson sent her a letter 
of commendation, calling her an “outstanding 
business woman.” The business was closed in 1948, 
but she continued to enjoy her hobbies of fishing 
and piecing quilts even into her nineties. She died 
December 20, 1957, and has been followed in death 
by all of her children and their spouses. 

by Greer Willis 


COLLINS, SHIRLEY JEAN 


Shirley Jean Collins was born September 27, 1932 
in Rubin, Arizona to Beulah (Wilson) and Robert 
Bruce Collins. Shirley’s grandparents were Luke M. 
and Martha A. Wilson. They were from East Texas 
and moved to San Angelo about 1949. Luke Wilson 
worked for Eschberger Store on Spaulding Street 
across from San Jacinto School. Luke Wilson was 
born April 22, 1881 and died in 1965. Martha A. 
Wilson was born November 29, 1884 and died in 


Shirley Jean Collins 


C. B. Collins 


1959. Both are buried in Lawnhaven Cemetery in 
San Angelo. 

Shirley’s father, Robert, was born February 2, 
1901. He helped build the North Concho Dam, the 
longest earthen dam in the world at that time (now 
O.C. Fisher Lake) in 1950-1952. He died February 
28, 1961, and is buried in Fort Worth. Her mother, 
Beulah, was born August 22, 1903 and she was a 
homemaker and the best mother and grandmother 
ever. She died July 19, 1981 and is buried in 
Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

As a child, Shirley went to the little red school 
house in Carlsbad. She also attended Reagan School, 
and then on to Washington Junior High on Magdalen 
Street. She went to San Angelo High School where 
Edison Junior High School is now located. 

When she was 12 years old in 1944, she was a car 
hop at the Jumbo Stand for $.35 an hour, which is 
now where the Preston Milk Store is at 128 North 


Main. Then she went to work at Leda Goober’s 
Drive-in on 14th and North Chadbourne where 
Charles’ Drive-in is now located. She started out at 
$.78 an hour and when she left she was making $1.10. 

On November 20, 1947, Shirley and C.B. Collins 
were married. 

C.B. was born October 16, 1929. He helped build 
the Twin Buttes Dam (1960-1963) and then worked 
for Roy Star Trucking, taking hauls as far away as 
California. He delivered cattle for the television 
series “Rawhide” in Hollywood, California. 

While living in San Angelo, their first three 
children were born: Kathy Ann on August 4, 1949; 
Judy Lynn on July 25, 1951; and Gary Lewis on 
October 29, 1953. 

After moving to Fort Worth, the family grew to 
include Janet Lea (McDonald) on December 24, 
1955 and Calvin Bruce on June 30, 1958. When the 
family moved back to San Angelo the final addition 
was made: Reba Jean on October 4, 1960. 

C.B. died on April 2, 1967 and is buried next to 
his grandparents at Lawnhaven Cemetery. Shirley 
has seventeen grandchildren and one great- 
grandchild. She now lives in Brownwood. 

by Lea (Collins) McDonald 


CORKRAN, GRACE (FUNK) 


Grace Funk Corkran Ranch, 17 miles NW of San 
Angelo. Photo is of Ranch Headquarters during the 


1950's drought. Main House built in 1906. Little Red 
house on left built in 1879. 


Samuel Funk, father of the other co-founders of 
the Grace Funk Corkran Ranch, was born in 
Philadelphia in 1818. A contractor and a builder, he 
erected the old General Ulysses S. Grant residence 
during his stay in St. Louis. In 1859, he moved with 
his family to Texas and located in Burleson County. 
Buying a herd of 200 cattle, he moved to Erath 
County where he made a permanent settlement in a 
community known as Selden. Only enough land was 
cultivated to support the settlers’ family. The 
remainder was open range, called “outside land,” 
necessitating the development of brands for herd 
identification. Samuel recorded the S5 brand in 
Missouri in 1858, which was used by his sons in 
Tom Green and Irion Counties until 1906. By 1876, 
ranges began to become overcrowded and Samuel 
moved his ranching operations to Shackelford 
County. Three years later, feeling the encroachment 
of too many settlers, he moved to a location on the 
headwaters of the Concho River in Tom Green 
County. Beginning with 640 acres, the ranch 
operations in Tom Green County were expanded to 
eventually include 25,000 acres where cattle and 
horses were raised. Besides the four sons who co- 
founded the Tom Green County ranch, Samuel and 
his wife Catherine (Sappington) had one other son, 
Thomas, who died at an early age. 


The ranching operation continued as Funk 
Brothers and was carried on by the other sons under 
the old S5 brand in association with their father. In 
1906, Samuel Funk withdrew from the firm. Besides 
cattle, horses and mules, the Funk Brothers also 
produced livestock feed, gardens, chickens, bees and 
an orchard on their property. It is said that Will 
Rogers at one time worked for the Funk Brothers, 
helping to construct a dam on one of the creeks on 
the ranch. The project proved unsuccessful, however, 
due to the poor soil which failed to hold water 
properly. The Funk Brothers contributed to crippled 
children funds, church organizations and activities, 
and many other worthy causes in the area. 

Since 1948, Grace Funk Corkran, the 
granddaughter of Samuel Funk, has owned 3,767.71 
acres of the original Funk Brothers operation. Cattle, 
sheep, goats and horses are run on the land today 
under the direction of Grace’s nephew and co-owner 
Dr. Charles W. Livingston, Jr. Charles, a research 
veterinarian, has been employed by Texas 
Agricultural Experiment Station for over 30 years, 
and is actively engaged in disease research involving 
sheep, goat, cattle and swine. The “Little Red 
House,” believed to be over 108 years old, is still in 
use on the land today. 

In 1981, the Grace Funk Corkran Ranch was 
awarded the Texas Land Heritage Award for 
continuous ranch operations in Tom Green County. 

by Grace Funk Corkran 


CORNELISON, BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN and VIRGINIA 
(HIGGINS) 


iA J - € 
Virginia Higgins and Ben Cornelison Wedding Day, 
October 2, 1879 


Benjamin Cornelison was born April 24, 1859, in 
Falls County, Texas, the third child of Jesse and Mary 
Saxon Cornelison. On October 2, 1879, he was 
married to Virginia Higgins, daughter of Robert and 
Anna O’ Neil Higgins. She was born April 13, 1861 
at Pulaski, Tennessee and came to Texas with her 
family in 1871 at age ten. Her family lived just a 
half mile from the Cornelison farm, and she grew 
up with “Ben” and married him at 16, he was 20 at 
the time. They settled in Marlin, Texas, where their 
first five children were born: Alonzo, Ritchie Mae, 
Valjean Franklin, Boyd and Emily, who died in 
infancy. 

In 1889, the family moved to San Angelo for a 
short stay before moving to Knickerbocker where 
they lived for six months. It was in Knickerbocker 
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From left to right, Vivian Friebele Cornelison and 
Sue Friebele Gallemore 


that their sixth child, Floyd, was born. In 1890 the 
Cornelisons settled in Sherwood, Texas, where they 
lived for the next seven years, and where their next 
three children were born: Rubie, Day and Ions. In 
1893, while in Sherwood, the eldest son, Alonzo, 
died at 13 of a ruptured appendix suffered when 
another boy kicked him in the side. 

In 1897, the family moved back to Knickerbocker, 
where their last child, Roy, was born. They remained 
in Knickerbocker six years before settling in San 
Angelo in 1903. While in Knickerbocker, Ben served 
as a United States Marshal. His silver Marshal’s 
badge was willed to his eldest grandson, Harvey 
Bennett, who has willed it to his eldest grandson. 

At San Angelo Ben worked as a dirt contractor 
and was commissioned to dig the basement of the 
St. Angelus Hotel among other buildings. He was 
also elected County Weigher, supervising the cotton 
weights. Later he was commissioned as the County 
Game Warden. In his later years, he had a large back 
lot and stables he rented to the American Express 
Company for the horses and wagons they used to 
haul express from the railroads. Ben fed and cared 
for the horses. 

On October 2, 1939, Ben and Ginny celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary. On April 24, 1942, 
Virginia died of cancer at age 81. She died on her 
husband’s 83rd birthday. She was buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. 

On January 9, 1943, Ben suffered a cerebral 
hemorrhage from which he never regained 
consciousness. He died January 12, 1943, at his home 
and was buried beside his wife in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

by Phyllis Chapman 


CORNELISON, VALJEAN 
FRANKLIN and VIVIAN 
(FRIEBELE) 


Valjean “Jean” Cornelison was born February 23, 
1886, in Falls County, Texas, to Benjamin and 
Virginia Higgins Cornelison. The family moved to 
Tom Green County in 1889 and in 1903 settled in 
San Angelo. 

On December 23, 1907, Jean married Vivian 
Josephine Friebele, oldest daughter of George and 
Mollie McNair Friebele. Vivian was born July 23, 
1886, in Comal County, Texas, and migrated as a 
child with her family to Tom Green County in 1889. 

One of Jean’s favorite courting tales was of how 
he had trained his buggy horse to find its way back 
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Front Row, left to right: Rubie, Ray, Ben, Virginia, 
Jesse Ions. Second row, left to right: Valjean, Boyd, 
Floyd, Day, Ritchie Mae 


to the Friebele home without his having to use the 
reins. He proposed to Vivian on the Lone Wolf Bridge 
during one of those buggy rides. In 1957 they became 
the second generation of Cornelisons to celebrate a 
golden wedding anniversary. 

Jean and his brother Floyd joined to form 
Cornelison Brothers Cleaners. In the early 1950’s 
Jean sold his interest to Floyd and semi-retired to 
selling real estate and oil royalties. 


Valjean Cornelison and Vivian Friebele Wedding 
Day, December 23, 1907. 


Harold B. Cornelison was born November 18, 
1908. A daughter, Ilene Evelyn, was added to the 
family on August 27, 1913. The couple built their 
first home on Shiloh Street close to the North Concho 
River. Harold once fell out of the trees on the river 
bank and broke both arms. Jean worked at pecan 
camp on the Suggs’ ranch to earn extra money to 
pay for the house. 

The family was active in the First Baptist Church 
where Jean was a deacon. He was also a Master 
Mason and a charter member of the Downtown Lions 
Club. Vivian and Jean both enjoyed the summer 
encampments at Christoval Baptist Encampment. 
The family camped out for the week and Jean drove 
to San Angelo each day for work. 

Jean loved the outdoors and enjoyed hunting. 
Vivian’s sister Marjorie lived on a ranch in Concan, 
Uvalde County, so they frequently visited Marjorie 


and her husband Edgar Richarz. It was while on one 
such visit that Jean quietly died February 10, 1959. 

Vivian was the quiet, unassuming wife who was 
very dedicated to her family and grandchildren. She 
was an excellent domino player and loved a 
challenging game. She enjoyed her grandchildren 
and lived to see the birth of a great-granddaugther. 
She died July 9, 1961 and was buried beside her 
husband at Fairmount Cemetery in the Friebele 
family plot. 

Harold married Pauline Putney and had two 
children, Harold, Jr., and Jeannie Hall. Ilene married 
Jimmie Lankford and had two daughters, Bitsy 
Stanley and Phyllis Chapman. 

by Phyllis Chapman 


CORNICK, BOYD 


eS 
Dr. Boyd Cornick 

Boyd Cornick was born near Winfield, Missouri, 
June 1, 1856. His parents were Tully Robinson 
Cornick and Sophie Kennedy Boyd. Graduating from 
the University of Tennessee in 1877, he took his 
medical degree from Central College in Kentucky, 
later to become the University of Louisville. In 1881 
at Mascoutah, Illinois, Dr. Cornick married Louise 
Postel, daughter of Philip Heimrich Postel. Three 
children were born in Mascoutah: Philip (1883), 
Sophie (1885) and Amie (1888). 

Symptoms of tuberculosis caused Dr. Cornick to 
seek the high, dry and pure air of West Texas. The 
family first settled at Knickerbocker, where a 
daughter Louise was born in 1890. She died in 1892, 
a month before Elsie was born. George Becker was 
born in 1894. Sophie died at age seventeen in 1902. 

By 1901 Dr. Cornick had moved to San Angelo 
to specialize in the treatment of tuberculosis, relying 
on aregimen of high-protein diet, hygiene, rest, mild 
exercise, and sleeping in the open air winter and 
summer which he felt had arrested his own illness. 
In 1907 patients were being treated in his Cornick 
Bungalows, 30 units in all, erected adjacent to the 
family home on Cornick Hill (718 North Main 
Street). 

Dr. Cornick (died 1933) served as first president 
of the Tom Green County Medical Society, wrote 
the state’s first sanitary code, and influenced the 
building of the tuberculosis sanitarium at Carlsbad. 


He studied history, politics and economics and read 
widely in French, German, Latin and Greek. Mrs. 
Cornick (died 1929) was elected to the board of 
stewards of the First Methodist Church, a rare 
position for a woman in the early 1900s. 


Miss Amie Cornick 


Elsie Cornick as “E. Cornick the Weaver” opened 
a workshop in the family home; she died in 1931. 
Dr. George B. Cornick (died 1947) was a leading 
pediatrician in San Antonio. Philip Cornick (died 
1971) was an economist and consultant in govern- 
ment in New York City. Like his father, he was a 
proponent of the single tax theory of Henry George. 

Miss Amie Cornick (died 1969) was a graduate 
of Randolph-Macon College in Virginia. She was 
an accomplished organist. During World War I she 
served with the Red Cross in France, and during 
World War II she supervised San Angelo women 
making surgical dressings. The Symphony Society, 
the Historical Society, the restoration of Fort Concho 
and many other local endeavors had her energetic 
support. She carried on her sister’s shop on Cornick 
Hill as the Wedgwood and Spode Shop, for thirty 
years a center for fine gifts. “Her constructive and 
loving influence lives on,” reads the inscription on 
her gravestone in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Baptist Memorials Hospital was built partially on 
land donated by the Cornick family. The rest of the 
property was bought by the hospital when the 
Cornick house was torn down in 1973. A historical 
marker (1968) commemorates Dr. Cornick’s 
bungalows. 

Louis Cornick of Flemington, New Jersey, son 
of Philip, is the surviving member of this pioneer 
family. 

by Katharine T. Waring 


COTTEN - DAVIS 


In June, 1888, Marshall Henry “M.H.” Davis and 
his family reached the site of their new home on the 
Divide between the Colorado and North Concho 
Rivers in northwestern Tom Green County. In 1891 
this area became Sterling County. M.H. was born in 
Lewis County, Virginia (now West Virginia) on 


M. H. and Mary Jane Davis 


March 25, 1829. His parents were “Elder’’ Henry 
Davis (born November 19, 1797 in Harrison County, 
Virginia) and Anne Bush (born 1800 in Virginia - 
died about 1855 in Illinois). Henry was a child of 
Josiah (or Joseph) Davis (1757-1832) and Sophia 
Jackson (born September 11, 1763 in Hardy County, 
Virginia to John Jackson and Elizabeth Cummins). 

“Elder”? Henry Davis moved his family from 
Virginia to Illinois in 1832 where for 20 years he 
supported his family as a preacher, farmer and bee 
keeper. Most of his daughters married in Illinois and 
there one, Mary Katharine (Davis) Pearce followed 
in death the man she married and with whom she 
had two children, H.D. and Amanda. After her death, 
her husband of one year gave the children to Henry 
and Anne before Henry moved his entire family to 
Texas in 1856. Anne was buried in Hancock County, 
Illinois. Fourteen members of the Davis family and 
sixteen other people moved by wagon train to 
Grayson County, Texas, where Henry remained until 
his death March 23, 1870. 

February 6, 1859, M.H. Davis was united in 
matrimony by the bride’s father to Mary Jane Cotten. 
A feisty redhead, Mary Jane was born March 1, 1842, 
in Miller County, Missouri to Rev. Thomas 
Wadlington “T.W.” Cotten and Catharine Shaw 
(McComb) Hobson. Catharine (1816-1886), native 
of Tennessee, was the daughter of Jacob Shaw 
McComb and Sallie Evans (1785-1845) whose 
father, Arden Evans, was a Revolutionary War 
patriot. T.W. was born in Gallatin County, Illinois, 
to Benjamin Cotten (1786-1872) and Jane Langley 
(1784-1863). T.W. moved his family by wagon train 
from Missouri to Grayson County, Texas. He moved 
to Runnels County about 1886 where he was 
instrumental in establishing the first church. T.W. 
also made his home available for the county’s first 
court sessions. 

During the Civil War, M.H., a huge man six foot 
three and three-fourth inches tall and destined to 
reach 330 pounds, freighted for the Confederacy. He 
and brother, George Bush Davis, were partners in 
the enterprise. 

MH. and Mary Jane had four children, all born in 
Grayson County. Henry Thomas was born in 1860, 
Annie Catherine in 1863, John Gilmer in 1868, and 
Walter Roy in 1882. Annie married W. Ben Tolleson 
who later served as one of the first commissioners 
in Sterling County when it was carved out of 
northwestern Tom Green in 1891. When M.H. moved 
from Grayson County, he took not only his family, 
but a remuda of fine horses, a few Tennessee mules, 
and a small herd of cattle. Even six-year-old Roy 
helped herd the animals. 


(M. H., M. J., Rose, Roy Davis) 


The land on the Divide, purchased at one dollar 
per acre, was raw land with no improvements. The 
livestock had to be tended carefully until fences were 
built. There were also a house and barns to be built 
and a well to dig. Mary Jane and Roy may have 
visited her parents in Runnels County until a house 
was erected. But she was probably on hand to cook 
and wash while other improvements were built. 

After M.H. died August 10, 1906, Mary Jane had 
a house built in Sterling City. She moved into it and 
lived there until the last months of her life which 
she spent in Gilmer’s home in Knapp, Texas. She 
died September 19, 1926 and was buried beside M.H. 
in the Davis plot in Montvale Cemetery near Sterling 
City. 

by Gwen Allen 


COULTER, BOON and ELLA 


The Coulter Family about 1922 
Lola, Nathan, Eva Lena, Luther, Ella, and Boon 


In 1907 Boon Lockridge Coulter (October 4, 
1870-June 19, 1953) came to San Angelo, Texas, 
from Mayfield, Kentucky, with his wife, Louella 
(Winslow) Coulter (December 8, 1874-February 22, 
1966) and three children, Nathan, Lola and Evalena. 
Their fourth child, Luther, was born in San Angelo. 
Mr. Coulter bought land for a home in the 200 block 
of North Main which extended to Pecan Street. After 
two home fires, Mr. Coulter had a house built for his 
family at 232 Pecan where the family lived until after 
his death. For many years, Mr. Coulter owned and 
operated the Coulter’s Arcade about 32-34 N. 
Chadbourne. It was the first book store and variety 
store in San Angelo. As late as the 1940’s, it was the 
only store in San Angelo which sold all the school 
supplies needed by elementary pupils, including their 
music books. The store also sold paint and beauty 
and barber supplies. Boon continued to operate the 
store until after he was 70 years of age. After 
retirement his chief interests were feeding his 
chickens and playing dominoes, horseshoes, and 
checkers. Boon was one of the three founders of the 
First Presbyterian Church U.S.A. in San Angelo (now 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church). 
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Boon and Ella Coulter’s oldest daughter, Lola 
Vianna, (February 17, 1901-April 16, 1936) was a 
teacher and Presbyterian missionary. She worked in 
Puerto Rico, Utah, Arizona and New Mexico, as well 
as teaching at Glenmore Elementary School in San 
Angelo. 

Their son, Nathan Winslow Coulter, remained in 
San Angelo and operated Coulter Barber and Beauty 
Supply, a primarily wholesale operation. Nathan and 
his wife, Mary, have one son, Nathan Winslow 
Coulter, Jr., and Mary has another son, Walter 
Arrington. Nathan, Jr., has six children, one daughter 
and five sons. 

Boon and Ella’s other daughter, Evalena, also 
remained in San Angelo. She married C.A. (Doug) 
Fairbanks, who was in the grocery and real estate 
businesses. They had two children, Ralph Preston 
and Zelma Elaine Fairbanks Nail. Elaine has two 
sons. 

Their other son, Samuel Luther, has lived in 
several locations because of his work in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. Since his retirement from 
the F.B.I., Luther has become a lawyer and is 
currently practicing in San Antonio. He and his wife, 
Mildred, had two children, Mary Fae (Coulter) 
McKay and James Winslow Coulter. Mary Fae has 
three daughters. Jimmy Coulter died in 1984 in 
Atlanta, Georgia, the victim of a robbery attempt. 

Boon and Ella Coulter had four children, five 
grandchildren, and eleven great-grandchildren. 


by Ralph P. Fairbanks 


COULTER, JIM and BEA 


Boon Coulter’s brother Jim and his wife, Bea 
Coulter, came from Kentucky in 1908 and settled in 
Ballinger; however, they later were among the first 
permanent residents of San Angelo Baptist Memorial 
Geriatrics Hospital and lived there until their deaths. 
They had six children, including two sets of twins. 
The children’s names are twins Elizabeth and David 
(deceased), twins Paul and Prule, Tama Key (Susan) 
and Mary. Paul Coulter worked at the San Angelo 


National Bank for many years and is currently a 
retired rancher at Water Valley. Elizabeth Coulter 
Nunn Chriesman (Mrs. Earl Chriesman) is now in 
Midland, Texas, Prule Coulter Garrett (Mrs. Prentiss 
Garrett) in Big Lake, Texas, Susan Coulter Wilemon 
(Mrs. Oscar Wilemon) in Littlefield, Texas and Mary 
Coulter Mauldin (Mrs. Paul Mauldin) in Lubbock, 
Texas. 
by Ralph Fairbanks 


COULTER, LUTHER 


Luther Coulter 


Luther Coulter was born in San Angelo on March 
21, 1913, the last child of Boon Lockridge and 
Louella W. Coulter. 

The family had moved to San Angelo from 
Kentucky for Luther’s mother’s health, and Luther 
was the only one in the family who was born in Texas. 


J. D. and Beatrice Coulter 50th Anniversary 
With Children, In-laws, and Grandchildren. Back Row - Elizabeth, Joyce, Billie, Paul, Beatrice, Paul M., 
Oscar, David, Prule. Front Row - Gregory, Paula, Kenneth, Jim, Bea, Mary Fawn, Tama Key, Lonnie 
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His mother was often ill while Luther was growing 
up, and he spent many hours at his father’s variety 
store, especially in the afternoons after school. 

In 1927 he won the first Holland Jewelry 
Company gold medal award as the most outstanding 
Boy Scout in San Angelo, and in 1941 the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce selected him as the 
outstanding young man in the city. 

Luther graduated from San Angelo High School 
in 1931 and attended San Angelo College for two 
years. At the college, he played football, and this 
later led to a football scholarship at Trinity University 
in Waxahachie, Texas. 

At Trinity he met Mildred Jones, a native of 
Waxahachie. They were married in 1938. 

After their wedding, Mildred and Luther lived in 
San Angelo where Luther worked in his father’s 
store. 

When World War II began, Luther received an 
appointment as a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and spent twenty-one years in that 
job. While in the FBI, he served in a number of cities, 
his last one being San Antonio. 

Two children were born to the family: Mary Fae 
on April 14, 1941, and James Winslow on March 
28, 1944. 


Samuel Luther Coulter and Mildred Coulter with 
their youngest granddaughter, Jill McKay. 


Luther retired from the FBI in 1963 and that same 
year received a law degree from St. Mary’s 
University in San Antonio. As soon as he left the 
FBI, Luther began practicing law in San Antonio. 
For twelve of these years, he served as University 
Attorney for Trinity University which had by that 
time moved from Waxahachie to San Antonio. 

A terrible tragedy overtook the Coulter family in 
1984. Their son, Jim, who was thirty-nine at the time, 
was shot and killed by an armed robber in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The man who killed him was captured, tried, 
convicted of Jim’s murder, and given a life sentence. 

After Jim’s death, the family was more thankful 
than ever for their daughter Mary Fae who had 
married David McKay in 1971 and who had three 
daughters: Amy, Susannah, and Jill. 

The Coulters presently reside in San Antonio. 


by Luther Coulter 


COULTER, NATHAN 
and MARY 


3 
Nathan and Mary Coulter in 1967 


Boon and Ella Coulter’s older son, Nathan 
Winslow Coulter, and a partner, Bob Davenport, 
established the Coulter and Davenport Barber and 
Beauty Supply in the unit block of West Beauregard. 
At a later date the partnership was dissolved and 
Nathan operated The Coulter Co., Inc. Barber and 
Beauty Supply at 241 N. Main until his retirement. 
Mr. Coulter also had an interest in barber shops in 
Big Spring (Settles Hotel), Midland, Odessa, and 
other towns in the area and helped various individuals 
establish beauty shops and barber shops in San 
Angelo. At one time, he owned a barber college in 
Odessa in addition to his other businesses. 

Nathan was active in the First Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., and the Optimist Club. He was on 
the Board of Directors for the West Texas Boys 
Ranch. His wife, Mary, worked with Nathan in the 
supply business and still lives in San Angelo. She 
has been active in the Altrusa Club. His son, Nathan, 
Jr., now lives in Sandy, Utah, and his step-son, Walter 
Arrington, lives in Fort Worth, Texas. Nathan, Jr. 
and his wife, Carol, have six children, Nathan 
Winslow Coulter II, Christa Carol, Shawn Scott, 
Brett James, David Lee and John Bryan (born July 
31, 1987). 

by Ralph Fairbanks 


COULTER, PAUL 


Lonnie and Paul Coulter 


Paul Coulter was born in Mayfield, Kentucky, 
December 30, 1900. He lived on a tobacco farm until 
he was eight years of age. After selling the farm in 
Kentucky, his family moved to Ballinger, Texas, 
where his dad had a transfer business for many years. 

In 1917, he joined the military and was stationed 
at Portsmouth, Virginia, where he remained until the 
First World War ended in 1918. 

After returning to Ballinger, he worked in a drug 
store. Then in 1922 he came to San Angelo and 
attended Mrs. Carson’s Business College. In 1923, 
he went to work at the San Angelo National Bank 
(now Texas Commerce Bank) and worked there until 
1946 when he moved to the ranch in Coke County. 
He and his brother-in-law, Elton Mims, operated the 
ranch in partnership until 1982, when the partnership 
was dissolved. Then in 1982, Paul, Wade and Craig 
Demere formed the Walnut Creek Ranch Company 
which they still operate. 

On September 2, 1933, Paul Coulter and Lonnie 
Mims of Water Valley were united in marriage. This 
was during the Great Depression. Their grocery bill 
was $4.00 per month, house rent was $7.50 per 
month, County Club dues $40 per quarter, picture 
show $.50 per person, etc. Paul continued working 
at the San Angelo National Bank until 1946, when 
he and Lonnie moved to the ranch at Water Valley. 
On March 12, 1947, they adopted a little girl whom 
they christened Mary Kathleen. She now lives in Fort 
Worth with her husband, Craig Johnson, and son, 
Paul Coulter Johnson. 

After moving to the ranch, the Coulters became 
active in the Methodist Church. 

On July 31, 1972, Paul was raised a Mason at Phil 
Head Lodge 1415, where he later became a Past 
Master. He is a member of the Scottish Rite Bodies 
in Waco. A Knights Commander Court of Honor was 
conferred on him and he received a Red Cap. He is a 
member of the Suez Shrine Temple in San Angelo 
and also a past director of the Concho Shrine Club. 

Lonnie did volunteer hospital work at McKnight 
Hospital, Carlsbad, Texas, for many years. She 
worked with Dr. Frank in “The Each One Teach One” 
method, teaching Hispanics to read and write. For 
two years, she was treasurer of the McKnight 
Volunteer Council, which consisted of 52 counties, 
and in 1958 she was Christmas Gift Shop 
chairperson. 

She and Paul still live on the ranch at Water Valley. 

by Mrs. Paul Coulter 


COX, DONALD BOYD 


a 
Donald Boyd, Patricia Ann and Kim Denise Cox 


Donald Boyd was born October 18, 1939 in San 
Angelo to Donald D. and Fay Treadaway Cox. The 
grandparents were X.B. and Myrtle Cox. He attended 
school at McGill, Lee Junior High, and graduated 
from San Angelo High in 1958. He graduated from 


San Angelo Junior College in 1961, Texas Tech in 
1964 with a B.S. in Animal Husbandry, and Texas 
Tech in 1967 with an M.S. in Animal Husbandry, 
Animal Breeding major and a Nutrition minor. He 
played clarinet in the band at Lee Junior High, San 
Angelo High, San Angelo College and Texas Tech. 
He had one sister, Marjory Cox Wright. 

Patricia Ann Blackshear Cox was born April 26, 
1944 in Wellington, Texas, to Troy and Pearl 
Blackshear. She attended grade school in Dumas, 
Texas, and moved to San Angelo in 1956. She 
graduated from San Angelo Lake View in 1962. She 
attended Texas Tech 1964-1965. She has two 
brothers, Bobby Blackshear and Tommy Blackshear. 

Donald Boyd and Pat were married on May 31, 
1964 in San Angelo. They have one daughter, Kim 
Denise Cox, born December 5, 1974. Kim attended 
Crockett Elementary School. She has won numerous 
awards at the San Angelo Stock Show and school. 
Kim has shown lambs three years at the county junior 
livestock show. 

Donald Boyd and Pat moved back to the family 
farm after graduation in 1967, and live in X.B. and 
Myrtle’s old house. The family farm is bounded by 
Loop 306 on the south, the South Concho River on 
the east, Cox Lane on the north and Foster Road on 
the west. The ranches are located in Schleicher 
County and Glasscock County. 

The family took possession of the farm in January, 
1924, and has operated it continuously since. At one 
time, the family owned about 300 acres and leased 
600 or 700 acres more west of the South Concho 
River. 

They raise red top cane hay, sheep, cattle and 
horses. Pat is excellent at raising orphan baby lambs. 

They are active in 4-H and support Angelo State 
University. They are members of Johnson Street 
Church of Christ. 


by Donald Cox 


COX, DONALD D. and FAY 
(TREADAWAY) 


Donald D. and Fay Cox 


Donald D. Cox was born February 9, 1909 in 
Sherwood, Texas to X.B.M. and Myrtle Teague Cox. 
In early years he attended Mertzon School. In 1922 
he stayed in San Angelo to live with his grandmother, 
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Mrs. J.S. Cox, and attended school. He moved to 
the farm in 1924. He attended business college in 
1926. He is a 1924 stock farmer. He married Fay 
Treadaway on March 1, 1939. 

She was born to the late Henry Borden and Elsie 
Turner McClure Treadaway on December 29, 1907, 
at Alma, Texas, Ellis County. She attended school in 
Ellis County. In 1918 she moved with the family to 
Wilburton, Oklahoma, and was there until January 
1, 1926 when she moved to Klattenhoff in Tom Green 
County. She was in 4H from age 12 to 18, winning 
two trips to Oklahoma State Fair on a jar of canned 
pears. She lived in Miles a year and entered nurses 
training at Shannon on June 1, 1931. On completing 
her training there, she took postgraduate work in 
Cook County Hospital in 1934 and 1935 at Chicago. 
She then worked at Shannon Hospital until their 
wedding. 

They moved into a new home on Donald’s farm 
on September 3, 1939. Donald and Fay’s son, Donald 
Boyd, was born October 18,1939 in San Angelo. He 
attended Angelo schools and SAC, then went to 
Texas Tech for his bachelor’s and master’s in Animal 
Husbandry. 


Marjory and Donald Boyd Cox 


Their daughter, Marjory Jo Cox, was born January 
13, 1944 in San Angelo. She attended Angelo 
schools. She attended San Angelo College and Texas 
Tech, where she graduated with a B.S. degree. 

Donald and Fay have three grandchildren. 
Marjory’s children are Teresa Jo, 18, and Alan Lee, 
15. Donald Boyd has Kim Denise, 12. 

Fay Cox has been in Extension Homemakers’ Club 
from October 1948, when McGill Club was 
organized, and is still active. She attended 23 state 
meetings, of which two were combined with national 
meetings. 

by Donald Cox 


COX, ELMER WINGFIELD 


Elmer Wingfield Cox was born in Texas, 
September 29, 1880, and came with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. James Monroe Cox, to San Angelo in 1887. 
They were lifelong residents and engaged in farming 
and ranching in the county. 

Elmer met and married Nellie Keeton in 
Brownwood in 1907 and they returned to San 
Angelo. Nellie taught school in several county 
schools, among them Harriett and Crows Nest, and 
served as first curator of the Fort Concho Museum. 
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She was instrumental in furthering the cause of the 
museum towards its position of prominence in the 
city and state. She recorded much of the history and 
events of San Angelo. Many individuals and school 
groups were privileged to hear her true stories as 
they went through the early museum located in the 
main building. 

Elmer and Nellie were “pioneers”’ not only in the 
county but they also were instrumental in the 
establishment of area churches. Elmer and his family 
were charter members of the First Christian Church, 
and in later years Nellie organized the Lake View 
Christian Church, where she was a teacher and 
organist for many years. 

They were parents of six sons and four daughters, 
all of whom were educated in San Angelo schools. 
Most of the family graduated from college and some 
acquired advanced degrees. All of the family were 
inspired by their parents to do their best to attain 
their fullest potential. The oldest son, James Lee Cox, 
owned his business in Carlsbad, New Mexico. 
Edward B. Cox of San Angelo was a negotiator for 
right-of-way for General Telephone. Charles Louis 
still works as a surveyor and lives at Buchanan Dam. 
Marjorie Hamilton followed a teaching career and 
became an elementary principal in Galveston. Eileen 
served as mathematics teacher and head of the 
Mathematics Department at John Glenn Junior High 
School, San Angelo, as well as making many 
innovative contributions to teaching methods. Philip 
K. Cox became an executive with Illinois Bell 
Telephone Company in Chicago, Illinois. Sarah 
Hansen of Seattle and Lou Majek of Carrizo Springs 
were homemakers and worked in various positions. 
Samuel R. and Joseph Donald are actively engaged 
as ordained ministers of the Christian Church. “Don” 
is aretired Navy Chaplain, having served in Vietnam, 
the Far East, and the Mediterranean. 

Four sons served in the Armed Forces during 
World War II. James was a glider pilot, Edward was 
in the Army, Charles was in the Air Force, as was 
Philip, a pilot. 

There are 19 grandchildren and 14 great- 
grandchildren. 

Nellie preceded Elmer in death in 1964, and Elmer 
died at the age of 97 in 1977. 

by Marjorie Hamilton 


COX, X.B. “MAGE” and 
MYRTLE T. 


X.B. (Mage) Cox was born May 11, 1880 in Bell 
County, Texas, the son of James Christopher Cox 
and Josephine Savannah Miller Cox. He went to 
Sherwood, Irion County, from Brady, Texas in 1898. 
At the time he made the trip to Sherwood by 
horseback, there were three gates between Brady and 
Knickerbocker, Tom Green County. 

Lula Myrtle Teague was born at Camp San Saba, 
Texas, October 25, 1883, and went to Sherwood with 
her family when she was about six months old. Her 
father was Hiram Teague and her mother was Rotelia 
Griffin Teague. Myrtle finished high school in 
Sherwood and was graduated from Sam Houston 
Normal in Hunstville, Texas, in 1907. 

Mage and Myrtle were married December 31, 
1907 in Sherwood where they owned a saddle and 
harness shop. The shop was destroyed by fire thirty 
days following their marriage. At that time, Mage 
went into business doing windmill repair and house 
moving, as well as freighting. 


With the coming of the railroad, the house moving 
business became brisk when most of the buildings 
in Sherwood were moved to the present town of 
Mertzon by Mage and his crew. 

After owning the motion picture house in Mertzon 
from 1917, it was sold in late 1923, along with their 
home, and Mage and Myrtle moved to San Angelo 
with their two sons. Donald D. was born in Sherwood 
February 9, 1909, and X.B., Jr., was born in San 
Angelo February 12, 1915. 

They had bought a farm on the west side of the 
Concho River at Ben Ficklin some five and one-half 
miles southwest of the Courthouse in Tom Green 
County. 

After farming for three years, Mage went to work 
for the West Texas Utilities, who had purchased the 
water works from the City of San Angelo. He was 
foreman for laying the water mains from the plant 
on the South Concho River to the new storage tanks 
being built in North Angelo (on 14th Street) and in 
West Angelo (on Van Buren Street). After these lines 
were completed, he continued in the water 
department until 1930 when he and Donald returned 
to the farm, which had been rented out. 

The farm operation expanded by leasing other land 
until they were farming some 600 acres, plus pasture 
land where they ran sheep, cattle and Spanish goats. 
The floods of 1936 and 1938 caused great losses in 
live stock and farm crops. 

A big part of their farming operation was the 
growing of vegetables, which were sold to stores in 
town. Some of the vegetable production was done 
by Japanese men but there were problems marketing, 
as the Japanese had never sold directly to retail stores 
before coming to San Angelo. 

During the war years, West Texas Utilities had to 
sell the land along the river and, due to heavy losses 
from the floods, the Coxes were not interested in 
purchasing the land. Therefore, their operation was 
reduced. They, then, purchased ranching land in 
Glasscock County and Schleicher County. 

Mage and Myrtle were active members of the First 
Methodist Church of San Angelo and she had a 
record of forty-eight years perfect attendance in 
Sunday school. 

Myrtle died in San Angelo December 27, 1966, 
and Mage died in San Angelo November 13, 1968. 
They are both buried in Fairmount Cemetery in San 
Angelo. 


by X.B. Cox, Jr. 


COX, X.B., JR. and MELBA 
(WHITE) 


X.B. Cox, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. X.B (M.) Cox, 
was born in San Angelo February 12, 1915. He 
moved with his parents from Mertzon to San Angelo 
in 1923 where he attended school. In 1932, he 
attended San Angelo Junior College for one year. 
He entered Texas A&M College in 1933 and 
graduated with a BS degree in Animal Husbandry in 
1937. 

X.B. went to work for the Texas Extension Service 
and served as Assistant County Agent in Coke 
County and Dawson County. In January 1939 he 
became County Agent for Scurry County, until June 
of 1941 when he was called to active duty in the 
Army as a Ist Lieutenant. 

X.B. served in the 101st Airborne Division at 
Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, in March, 1942, until 
World War II was over. He made the June 6, 1944, 


invasion of Normandy by boat; Operation Market 
Garden, the invasion of Holland, September 1944, 
by glider; and was surrounded at Bastogne during 
the Battle of the Bulge, at the time General McAuliffe 
replied, “Nuts,”’ to the German commander. He was 
discharged in March of 1946, as a Lt. Colonel, after 
serving as Commanding Officer for the 81st AA/AT 
Battalion. He retired as a Colonel, after 30 years in 
the Army Reserve. 

He returned to County Agent work for a short time 
and then went to work for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Wool Program for three years. 

On November 4, 1948, X.B. and Melba Ruth 
White, daughter of John Henry and Lula Ball White, 
were married in the First Baptist Church of Bryan, 
Texas. 

Melba Ruth White was born August 31, 1926, in 
Brazos County, Texas, and attended schools in Bryan, 
Texas State College for Women in Denton, and 
McKenzie Baldwin Business College in Bryan. She 
worked for five years at Texas A&M College, one 
year in the School of Veterinary Medicine and four 
years in the 4-H Club Office of the Texas Extension 
Service. 

In May of 1947, X.B. had purchased a ranch in 
Upton County. He quit the wool business and devoted 
full time to the ranching business and farming with 
his father and brother and bought a ranch in 
Schleicher County. 

X.B. and Melba became parents of a daughter, 
Melba Ellen, born October 16, 1954, in San Angelo 
and a son, X.B. III, born January 17, 1958. Both 
children finished public school in San Angelo and 
graduated from Texas A&M; Melba Ellen with a 
degree in Elementary Education in 1975, and X.B. 
Il with a degree in Chemistry in 1980. X.B. III 
continued his education at the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, receiving a PhD in Chemistry 
in 1985. 

Melba Ellen married Herbert E. Williams, Jr. June 
3, 1978, and they are parents to Herbert E. III (Trey) 
and Sarah Elizabeth. She is a teacher in the Spring 
Branch School District of Houston, where they live. 

X.B. I was married March 31, 1984 to Kelly 
Anne Wittnebel of Houston. They are parents of X.B. 
IV and live in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where X.B. 
II] is in charge of a research lab for Exxon. 

X.B. and Melba spent many years working with 
the San Angelo Stock Show and Rodeo Association, 
including management positions; the A&M Clubs; 
as members of the First United Methodist Church; 
in Boy and Girl Scout work; 101st Airborne Division 
Assn. 

Melba was a member of the Junior League, 
Planned Parenthood Board, West Texas Therapy 
Center Board and has served in many needlework 
judging situations. 

X.B. has served on the Massie Foundation Board 
since 1956; was a Director of the ASU Ex-Students’ 
Association many years; on the Board of the Former 
Students’ Association at A&M; Past President and 
member of Businessmen’s Bible Class since 1937. 

by X.B. Cox, Jr. 


CRAFT, BARTON 


Barton Craft of Miles was born December 1, 1877, 
in Williamson County. On August 8, 1908, he was 
married to Lula May Townsend of Miles who was a 
school teacher and was born December 20, 1882, 
near Russellville, Alabama. They had three sons: 
Charles N. Craft, who married Ida Mae McCleery; 


Lula May (Townsend) Craft, ca. 1908 


Robert Barton Craft, who married Francis Garrison 
and Jackson Webb Craft, who married Imogene 
Stuart. They had five grandchildren and eight great- 
grandchildren. 

Shortly after their marriage, they moved to El Paso 
where they filed on eight sections of land. After living 
out the required three year residence and making their 
last payment, they decided to return to Tom Green 
County. They later sold the land for a substantial 
profit. It was while still in El Paso that their first 
child, Charles N. Craft, was born on May 28, 1909. 

Their next home was five miles south of San 
Angelo on Lipan Flat where their second son, Robert 
Barton Craft, was born on April 12, 1912. This land 
was later sold to W.R. Boykin, Sr. 

In the fall of 1914, they bought a section of land 
west of San Angelo on the Arden Road some six 
miles from town. Parts of the land had been cleared 
for cultivation. The Crafts put in an orchard of fruit 
trees, a large vegetable garden with watermelons and 
cantaloupes to share with friends and neighbors. Mr. 
Craft stocked the grassland with Jersey cattle and 
grew cotton and grain. It was here their third son, 
Jackson Webb Craft, was born June 1, 1916. 

A few years later, the Crafts purchased a second 
section of land adjoining them on the east side, some 


four and one-half miles from town. This became the 
Crafts’ permanent home in 1924. The dry years about 
which Mr. Craft wrote entitled “Dry Weather Blues” 
and the depression years of which son Jack wrote in 
later years, took careful planning, days of hard work, 
sacrifice and frugal living to maintain the land and 
meet the payments. 

In the early years, the weekly trips to town for 
supplies from March Brothers’ Store, Olive’s Seed 
Store and the gathering of friends and neighbors in 
front of the wonderful Woolworth Store and Concho 
Drug to visit were highlights. The Tom Green County 
Fair, an annual event, the Tom Green County Library 
and the First Methodist Church were visited by the 
Craft family as often as possible. Lula Craft was an 
active member of the Fred K. Little Bible Class at 
the First Methodist Church. 

The Craft family had their own very special wit 
and sense of humor they shared with friends and 
neighbors in addition to their various talents and 
hobbies. 

In the mid-forties, they learned they must give up 
their home place, along with several acres of land 
for construction of O.C. Fisher Lake. 

Barton Craft died July 9, 1948. Lula Craft died 
January 5, 1961. Both are buried in Belvedere 
Cemetery. Their son, Robert, was killed in the 
invasion of Holland during World War II in 1944. 
He was brought home and is buried in Belvedere 
Cemetery. Charles died September 8, 1981 and Jack 
died February 11, 1981. Both are buried in Belvedere 
Cemetery. 

by Mae Craft 


CROOK, M.P. 


M. P. Crook and family 
Standing - Earl, Otis and Roy Crook. Seated - 
Margie, Edna, Preston and Laura 


Millard Preston (Press) Crook and his wife, Edna, 
moved from Stephens County, Texas, with their 
family in 1921 to a farm eight miles east of San 
Angelo that they’d bought the year before. They lived 
in Tom Green County until Press died in 1959 and 
Edna in 1961. 

Born in 1881 to William Coke and Rebecca Jones 
Crook in Smith County near Tyler, Texas, Press left 
home to work as a cowboy at age 16. Like his parents, 
who had migrated from Georgia soon after the Civil 
War, Press headed west — to Bandera County. By 
1899 he had returned east to McLennan County 
where he and Edna Lucinda Cowart, both 18, were 
married. 

Edna, also born in 1881 in Smith County — but 
Smith County, Mississippi — was the daughter of 
David and Susannah (nee Boykin) Cowart. They and 
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Press’ family had moved to McLennan County near 
Waco in the 1890's. 

During the early years of their marriage, Press 
continued ranch work. Often Edna cooked for the 
ranch hands—at least once toting a six-shooter and 
cartridge belt while serving cowpokes she didn’t 
trust. Press, like any good cowboy of that day, was 
proficient with a rope. He could rope a cow around 
the neck, horns, front or back feet. Sometimes he’d 
team up with another cowhand out on the range; one 
would rope the front feet; and one, the back feet. 
Their horses would hold the cow stretched tight 
between them from ropes tied to the saddle horns 
while the cowhands doctored the cow. Once while 
vaccinating cattle for black-leg, Press infected one 
of his eyes, which he later lost. 

When he was young, Press played the fiddle at 
dances for the local ranch and farm folks, sometimes 
accompanied by banjos. In later years, he’d entertain 
family and friends with his fiddle and entered “‘old- 
time fiddler” contests. 

Edna loved to piece together quilts; she made ex- 
tremely intricate quilt tops with the tiniest of stitches 
—all done by hand, of course. She also cooked very, 
very well using a large wood-burning range most of 
her life. 

Active in the Baptist Church, Press and Edna were 
members of the Veribest Baptist Church, the Wall 
Baptist Church, and finally, the Harris Avenue Baptist 
Church of San Angelo, Press serving many years as 
a deacon. 

Press and Edna had five children, three still living 
in Tom Green County: Otis Allen, born in 1900 and 
now living near Wall, Texas; Pattie Laura (Mrs. 
Robert Cleveland), born in 1902 and now living in 
Fort Stockton, Texas; Roy Preston, born in 1904 and 
now living in Lufkin, Texas; Earl David, born in 
1909, now living in San Angelo, Texas; and Margie 
Maxine (now Mrs. Jack Gregg), their only child born 
in Tom Green County (1922), now living in San 
Angelo, Texas. 

by Norman Crook 


CROOK, OTIS A. 


Otis Allen Crook and his wife, Viola, live on a 
farm near Wall, Texas, where they have lived for the 
last sixty years. Both are keenly interested in the 
history of Tom Green County. They wrote a history 
of the schools in the southeast part of the county in 
the 1960’s. 

Otis was born in McLennan County, Texas, in 
1900, the son of Millard Preston and Edna Lucinda 
(Cowart) Crook. He grew up on ranches and farms, 
but went to work in the oil field at age 17 during the 
oil boom at Breckenridge. He moved to Tom Green 
County with his mother and father in 1921. 

Callie Viola Aylor was born in Fort Worth in 1904, 
the daughter of William Milton and Emma (Lloyd) 
Aylor. They moved near Eden that same year, 
however, and Viola lived there until her family 
moved to the Ray Community in Tom Green County 
in 1917. She attended Howard Payne College and 
became a teacher. In 1926, while serving as one of 
three teachers at Wall School, she and Otis were 
married. 

In 1927, Otis and Viola moved to the farm where 
they now live. Viola stopped teaching to raise a 
family, but they both maintained a strong interest in 
the schools of the area. 

Their farm was near the one-room Keith School. 
Otis was a trustee of the school district for many 
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Seated - Mr. and Mrs. Otis & Viola Crook. Standing - Curtis, Eschol, Norman and Jeanna 


years. Although chartered to teach seven grades, the 
school never had students to fill them all. In 1936, 
Otis and Viola started their second son, Eschol, to 
school at age five so that their first son, Norman, 
would not be in school alone. Other students enrolled 
later that fall after cotton-picking was completed. 
Sometimes the teacher boarded in the Crook home. 
Norman and Eschol thought their parents were going 
beyond the call of duty. 

After Keith consolidated with Wall, Otis served 
as a trustee of the Wall District. Viola served three 
years as president of the PTA. 

When they moved to the Wall farm, Otis and Viola 
got their mail at Wall, driving over dirt roads and 
through a neighbor’s pasture. Cooking and heating 
were done with wood or kerosene stoves and 
homework was done by the light of kerosene lamps. 
Electricity and mail delivery came in 1940 and 1941. 

Having been members of the Wall Baptist Church 
until it was discontinued, they are now members of 
the Veribest Baptist Church. Viola taught Sunday 
school classes and played the piano in both churches 
for many years. 

Otis and Viola have four children: Troy Norman, 
now living in Houston; Eschol Allen, now living near 
Stella, Missouri; Iris Jean Roark, now living in New 
Orleans; and Curtis Austin, now living in Jupiter, 
Florida. 

by T. Norman Crook 


CUELLAR, BENITO M. 


Benito Cuellar’s mother, Maria Inez M. Cuellar 
died in Knickerbocker in 1916 and is buried in the 
Catholic Cemetery. 

On January 18, 1894, Benito married Josefa 
Jaques, daughter of Adriano and Josefa Jaques. 
Adriano’s wife, Josefa, drowned in a flood and was 
buried at the County Line Cemetery. 

Benito and Josefa bought land at Knickerbocker, 
and their favorite job was loading a wagon with food 
from their garden, hitching two mules to it and 
distributing food among poorer people. Benito liked 


doing charity work among the sick and worked on 
injured animals, often healing them. 

The Cuellars’ eldest son, Gabriel, died at the age 
of eleven and was buried at the County Line 
Cemetery. Another son, Miguel, often told the family 
of his accompanying their father, a few days after 
the funeral, to San Angelo. Miguel was five years 
old. They came in the wagon hitched to two horses 
and their father bought an iron fence which was 
loaded on the wagon and taken to Knickerbocker. It 
looked like a large baby crib and they placed it over 
the child’s grave. The father hurt for the boy, who 
had been a good and enthusiastic little worker. After 
a long day working the field, he became ill, and died 
afterwards. 

Benito and Josefa’s children were: Gabriel (who 
died at eleven), Apolonio, Enrique (Henry), Miguel, 
Petra, Anastasia and Gabriel. 

Benito, born in 1869, died in 1926. The town 
suffered a great loss when Mr. Cuellar was killed by 
aman who often carried a gun and threatened anyone 
that crossed his path. 

Josefa died in 1937 and is buried by her husband 
at the Catholic Cemetery. 

Young Gabriel married Elena Rodriguez and they 
raised six sons at Knickerbocker: Gabriel II, Benito 
(Benny), Mario, Ruben, Eliseo, and Abel. A daughter, 
Anita, died in 1953, and is buried in the Catholic 
Cemetery. 

After the girl’s death, the family moved to Tulia, 
Texas, where Danny and Mary Ann were raised. The 
family lived there many years. 

Gabriel, Sr., passed away September 19, 1969, and 
Elena and the children stayed there. Several sons and 
the daughter have married and with their families 
remain close to their mother. 

Benito (Benny) returned to the old home place 
about 1962, where his uncles, Henry and Miguel, 
still lived. By 1987, he has renovated the old 
homestead and plans to live out his life in the village 
his ancestors settled in the early 1800s. 

by Rose Duke 


CURBO - FLIPPIN 
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Marion Price “Bud” Curbo 


Emma Lorene Curbo 


Marion Price “Bud” and Emma Lorene Flippin 
Curbo and children moved to Christoval in the fall 
of 1936 from Winchell, Brown County, Texas, where 
Bud was a farmer. Bud was born March 9, 1893 in 
Hill County, Texas to Thomas Marion and Martha 
“Mattie” Price Hardin Curbo. Bud and Emma were 
married April 27, 1915, in Ballinger, Texas. Emma 
was born April 20, 1897 in Rio Vista, Johnson 
County, Texas to Elisha Watt and Rhoda Frances 
Donahoo Flippin. 

The Curbo family first lived on the Conner place 
south of town where Cold Creek and the South 
Concho River run together. Bud cut and hauled 
firewood to town and sold it for $3.00 a cord. Later 
the family lived on the Louis Jones place northwest 
of town for several years and then moved to town 
and lived in the Winkler house on McKee Street. 
While living there, Emma worked for Dr. Johnson. 
About 1939 they moved into and operated the 
Christoval Hotel for about six years. There were 
regular boarders and many of the town people came 
in for meals. Emma was a very good cook. After 
leaving the hotel about 1945, the family moved to 
the railroad section house where they lived for about 
eight years. They bought cafe fixtures from Mrs. Pete 


Whitley across the street from the hotel and later 
moved to another cafe down the street just north of 
Bob Belcher’s Dry Cleaning Shop. 

Bud was employed as caretaker at “Mill Pond” 
south of town by the Johnson Estate. This was a 
special place for grandchildren to visit and watch 
the goldfish, try to read the big sundial or catch a 
few “pollywogs”’ in the pond with the big wooden 
water wheel. 

After going out of the cafe business, Emma 
worked for FW. Rawls Naturopathic Sanitarium. 
Emma was a member of the Church of Christ and 
when grandchildren visited without Sunday clothes, 
she went to her old treadle Singer sewing machine 
and made the child a dress or shirt. Sunday, Emma 
and the child or children walked to the little church 
on the corner just south of the school house. Emma 
always had chickens, a garden and most times a milk 
cow. Grandchildren loved to help her build a fire 
and make lye soap in the big black iron pot in the 
backyard. 

The Curbo children were Clara L., Billie L., 
Frances E., Ruth W., Patricia L., Jim Scott and 
JoAnn, six of these attending Christoval Schools. 

Bud and Emma moved to Miles, Runnels County, 
in 1953. Bud died November 27, 1957 and Emma 
died December 11, 1970. Both are buried at Miles 
Cemetery. 

by Dorothy Gulden Jungk 


CURRY, ORA MAE 
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Ora Mae Curry 


Ora Mae Curry was born on a place her father 
homesteaded near Bird City, Cheyenne County, 
Kansas, May 29, 1898, the only child of W.E. and 
Mary J. (Williamson) Curry. Her parents taught in 
sod school houses in one-teacher rural schools, her 
father for 12 years, her mother for three years. Her 
parents moved to Rock Island, Texas, in 1904. After 
her father’s death in 1936, her mother lived with Ora 
Mae until she passed away, March 24, 1968. 

Ora Mae attended a one-teacher rural school 
through the seventh grade. Friday afternoons were 
spent in ciphering, spelling or geography matches, 
and at night, literary society. She rode horseback five 
miles each way to attend a one-teacher three year 
high school in Rock Island. Two students were in 
her graduating class. Her first absence was caused 


by a 17 inch rain in one night. She graduated from 
Thorp Spring High School with a scholarship for 
one year of college. She graduated from Thorp 
Spring Christian College, a junior college, then 
earned a B.A. degree in 1922 and an M.A. in the 
summer of 1927 from the University of Texas, 
Austin. 

She taught fifth and sixth grades in Rock Island 
ISD, 1918-19, riding horseback five miles each day. 
In 1922-23, she taught art, penmanship, history and 
geography in the fourth, fifth and sixth grades in 
Runge, Texas. With 44 children in one grade, Ora 
Mae devised an early version of the “rails” system, 
with the bright students helping to teach the slower 
one. 

For three years, 1923-26, she taught in Laredo 
High School. She held classes in English, algebra, 
history, and obtained affiliation in economics. She 
directed a boys debate team, and Interscholastic 
League spelling. She helped sponsor the Senior class, 
helped with the band and orchestra, kept attendance 
and order, and went to a bull fight. 

Ora Mae came to San Angelo High School (now 
Central) in September, 1927, and taught there until 
her retirement May 29, 1965, teaching one or more 
subjects from this list: economics, government and 
history — ancient, modern, world, English, Texas and 
American. Most of the time, it was American history. 
She also taught history and government at San 
Angelo College (now Angelo State University). She 
taught 38 years in the local high school, a long- 
standing record. 

She enjoyed travel. She spent one summer with 
the University of Tours, in many places where the 
history she taught was made: Fort Worth, Chicago, 
Detroit, Windsor, Niagara Falls, Quebec, the New 
England states, Washington, D.C., Atlantic states and 
Gulf states. She went to Monterrey, Mexico. She and 
her mother spent several summer vacations 
sightseeing and visiting places of historic interest in 
Texas. They also traveled Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, and New 
Mexico. 

Ora Mae was initiated as a charter member of 
Alpha Beta Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma, in San 
Angelo, March 19, 1932. She was president of Alpha 
Beta Chapter, 1942-45, and served as chairman of a 
variety of committees. In 1955, she and Mary 
Compton Martin were selected by Alpha Beta to have 
their names written in the book of honor in the 
National Headquarters building in Austin, Texas. 
While teaching, she was also a member of TSTA, 
NEA, and District XI TSTA. For several years, she 
was a member of West Texas Historical Association. 

She was a member in regular attendance of the 
Church of Christ, Johnson Street. She taught a Bible 
Class of business and professional women on 
Thursday night for a number of years. For some ten 
years of her retirement, she visited on a regular 
schedule in the nursing homes and in homes of shut- 
ins. 

Ora Mae described her hobbies and sports, before 
and after retirement, thus: “It was horseback riding, 
travel, collecting scenic and historic pictures — 
chiefly from calendars. Now carpentry, painting 
house and fence and keeping the yard.” Her talent, 
she said, was “to stick to hard work.’ Two high 
school annuals were dedicated to her. The Westerner, 
1948, said, “Her contact with SAHS students through 
the years has left a lasting impression.” 

Ora Mae Curry died at San Angelo on July 
17,1986, and is buried at Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Oressa Martin 
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DALTON - WEEKS 


Emily Weeks was born September 27, 1880, in 
West Medford, Massachusetts, the youngest of three 
daughters of Clara Foot and William James Weeks. 
Her sister Mabel was to become assistant dean of 
Barnard College. Among family friends were the 
writer Gertrude Stein and her brother Leo Stein. 
Emily began at age 6 to teach herself music, and at 
age 12 began formal training in piano. At 18 she 
presented herself at the New England Conservatory 
of Music and demanded a scholarship, which was 
granted as soon as the admissions officer heard her 
play. Here she studied under the pianist Harold Bauer. 
Other teachers during her career were Alfredo 
Cassela, Mme. Varelli Stepanoff, and Josef Lhevinne. 

She left New England to teach music in Omaha, 
then in Dallas where she met Bernard F. Dromgoole, 
a native of Ireland. By 1912 she was in San Angelo, 
giving her first recital at the Boyd Cornick home. 
Dr. Cornick’s daughter Amie was her first pupil here. 
In 1915 she and B. F. Dromgoole were married. Mrs. 
Dromgoole set up her studio in the Ragsdale 
building. 

B. F. Dromgoole died in 1920 at sea as they 
traveled to England to visit his family. After 
completing the journey and visit, she returned to San 
Angelo. In 1922 she and San Angelo attorney Carter 
T. Dalton were married in Nantucket, Massachusetts, 
the home of her sisters Lizzie and Mabel Weeks. 

When the Santa Rita addition opened up, the 
Daltons built the adobe ranch-style house, unusual 
at the time, at 32 Yucca Lane. This became her studio. 

Carter Dalton, born in Burnet, claimed a distant 
relationship with the Dalton gang of outlaws. Carter 
and Milly Dalton built an adobe cabin on Dove Creek 
on the Tweedy ranch where he could fish and she 
kept a piano for practice. Around 1940 at age 60 she 
attacked a new art, painting, with the same 
disciplined hard work which she brought to her 
music. Among her teachers was Xavier Gonzales. 

For forty years Emily Weeks Dalton was 
preeminent in San Angelo as a musician and teacher 
of piano. Her influence reached deep into the cultural 
life of the city and emerges in its present and future 
growth. Some of her pupils were Mrs. C. B. Beall, 
Mrs. Scottie R. Johnson, Mrs. J. R. Salmon, Ionia 
Martin Hedrick, Lamar Chapman, Charles Ray 
Baker, Jon Miller, Mrs. Claude Collins, Mrs. Melvin 
Shook, Mrs. Edwin S. Mayer, Aileen Trimble, Mrs. 
Shell Barth, Duwain Hughes, Jr., Edward H. Harte, 
Mrs. Neyland Allen, Dwight Hunter, Jr., Martha 
MacMillan, Reva Whiffen, Lillie Cohen, Bessie 
Cohen Kurtz. 

Emily Weeks Dalton died in her home September 
7, 1956. Carter Dalton died in 1971. 

by Katharine T. Waring 


DANIEL, HENRY CLAY AND 
MARGARET ALICE COOKE 


Perhaps being born in the South during the Civil 
War and enduring the hardships of the Recon- 
struction Period helped prepare Henry Clay Daniel 
for the rigors of Texas frontier life during the early 
1900’s. 

Henry Clay Daniel (1862) was born on a tobacco 
farm near Princeton, North Carolina. When his father 
returned from service in the Civil War, he found the 
family home burned. Henry was sent to Nashville, 
Tennessee to school. Later he returned, taught his 
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Mr. and Mrs. Henry Clay Daniel - 1942 


siblings and other children in a subscription school. 
But soon he followed a former schoolmate to eastern 
Arkansas. Here, in Marvell, he worked in a 
mercantile store for his friend’s older brothers, later 
becoming a partner in the business and marrying their 
younger sister, Margaret Alice (May) Cooke. 

May Cooke was born on her father’s cotton 
plantation (1874) in Arkansas. Her father had served 
as an officer in the Cavalry during the Civil War. 
May was sent to school in Nashville, Tennessee also. 
In 1892 she married Henry Daniel. The family lived 
in Marvell where five children were born: Pauline, 
Claude, George, Mary and Grace. Claude was very 
frail and the doctor advised a high, dry climate for 
his health. So, in November 1906 the family moved 
to San Angelo. For days they remained in the Landon 
Hotel. Finally, Mr. Daniel moved the family to a 
house on Preusser Street. Four months later he 
bought a new home at 1522 West Twohig (1907). 
This remained the family home until the deaths of 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel (1954-1955). Mr. Daniel 
ranched but the family remained in San Angelo to 
educate the children. Here the youngest child, Hugh 
Cooke, was born. Mrs. Daniel was a homemaker and 
very active in church and Parent-Teacher organi- 
zations. 

As an automobile enthusiast, Mr. Daniel entered 
the tire business in San Angelo, establishing Daniel 
Tire Company. Loving the out-of-doors, he often 
hunted and fished, especially with his friend, C.S. 
Gibbs, Senior. Mr. Daniel, always very active in 
politics, for years helped several aspiring young men 
win county, state and national positions. He served 
as Tom Green County Commissioner, and also as a 
Justice of the Peace. Mrs. Daniel continued her 
devotion to church activities and care of the sick, 
especially those with tuberculosis. She died in 1954, 
eighty years old. Mr. Daniel died in 1955 at age 
ninety-two. After their deaths the family home was 
torn down. 


by Mary Jane Daniel 


H.C. AND MAY DANIEL’S 
CHILDREN 


Mr. and Mrs. Daniel (Henry Clay and Margaret) 
had six children. Pauline, the eldest (1894) was born 
in Marvell, Arkansas, and moved with her family to 
San Angelo in 1906, at age twelve. She entered the 
public schools and continued her studies at the 
Methodist College on Ben Ficklin Road. She entered 
Abilene Christian Academy and continued school 
at Abilene Christian College. After teaching school 
a year, she married Jesse Lee Jones. They had one 
daughter, Edna Mae Rothwell, who lives in Abilene. 
Pauline died of cancer in 1950. 

Claude was born in Arkansas (1896) and moved 
to San Angelo in 1906. He was very frail and attended 
private schools, being a pupil in Professor Moore’s 


School for Boys. He volunteered for service in World 
War I, was rejected for physical reasons, then worked 
in Washington, D.C. Returning to San Angelo, he 
rose rapidly as an employee of Gulf Refining 
Company. He died from an appendectomy in 1921. 

George Herbert (1901) came with the family to 
San Angelo from Arkansas. He attended school in 
San Angelo, being a pupil also of Professor Moore’s 
School for Boys. He had a newspaper route for 
several years and served a period in the United States 
Army. Later he entered the tire business with his 
father. After he married Theresa McKinney of 
Arkansas, they moved to Mt. Pleasant. They have 
one son, George Rupert, of Austin. Retired, George 
and his wife live in Mt. Pleasant. 

Grace Elaine (1906) moved with family to San 
Angelo. She graduated from San Angelo High School 
and attended Abilene Christian University. After 
teaching a year, she married Ernest Foster, Junior, 
of Knickerbocker. They had four girls: Marjorie, 
Betty, Ernestine and Alice. Grace died in 1982. 

Hugh Cooke Daniel was born in the family home 
in San Angelo. He showed unusual musical ability 
at a very early age. He studied piano with Professor 
Morse and was soon composing original works. He 
did surveying in San Angelo and worked for a local 
oil company, moving with them to Abilene. He 
married Rogine Lacy of San Angelo. They had one 
son, of San Antonio. Cooke died of a heart attack in 
1945. 

Mary Jane Daniel (1903) was born in Arkansas, 
moved to San Angelo and graduated from San 
Angelo High School. She studied at Abilene 
Christian University (Bachelor of Arts Degree), the 
University of Chicago, and obtained the Master of 
Arts Degree from the University of Southern 
California. She taught in the San Angelo Schools 
for several years, then for twenty-three years in the 
Alhambra, California schools. Upon retiring, she 
returned to San Angelo. 

by Mary Jane Daniel 


DANIEL, HUBBARD A. 


Hubbard Andrew Daniel was born November 29, 
1890, in Cass County, Texas. He was the youngest 
of thirteen children born to George Harris and Nancy 
Hill Daniel. Both his parents were born in Georgia 
and came by wagon train to Texas following the Civil 
War. The family finally settled in Bell County where 
he grew up on a farm near White Hall. He was 
married to Anna Grace Bell in August, 1914. She 
was born in Bell County on September 2, 1897, one 
of ten children born to Isaac A. Bell and Mary Sue 
Campbell Bell. They also farmed and each of the 
children sang and played various instruments, having 
a family band for recreation. Hubbard and Grace had 
four boys, all born in Bell County, Texas, where the 
family lived until the late 1920’s when Hubbard 
moved to San Angelo with the Santa Fe Railroad. 
Both parents suffered from tuberculosis and were 
hospitalized and the family had a hard time, but all 
four boys worked hard and stayed together. All four 
attended San Angelo schools and married local girls. 

Both Hubbard and Grace worked at Goodfellow 
Air Force Base during World War IJ, and they 
proudly displayed a flag with four stars in their 
window, as all four sons went to war. Three of them 
served in the Pacific Theatre and one served in 
Europe. A few years after he retired, Hubbard died 
as a result of being robbed by a man in downtown 
San Angelo, the incident occurring only two weeks 


prior to his seventieth birthday. Several years later, 
Grace was married to Herman Shipman, a widower, 
and she lived in Glen Rose, until shortly before her 
death. She was affectionately known as “Grandma 
Grace”’ to many friends. She is buried beside 
Hubbard in Lawnhaven Cemetery at San Angelo 
following her death in 1978. Marvin and Marshall 
still live in San Angelo. Loyd lives in Enid, 
Oklahoma, and Lawrence in Pensacola, Florida. At 
the present, their descendants have grown to twenty 
grandchildren, forty-two great-grandchildren, and 
seven great-great grandchildren, scattered from 
Texas to Scotland. 
by Virginia Daniel Babb 


DANIEL, MARVIN W. 


Marvin Wayne Daniel was born September 15, 
1915, in Bell County, Texas, the oldest child of 
Hubbard A. Daniel and Anna Grace Bell Daniel. His 
ancestors had come to Texas from Georgia, 
Tennessee, and Alabama following the Civil War. 
He moved to San Angelo with his parents and three 
younger brothers (Lawrence, who married Betty 
Walker; Loyd, who married Adeline Young; and 
Marshall, who married Loraine Young.) They moved 
to San Angelo in the late 1920’s, and he was married 
to Annie Charlotte Young on January 27, 1934. 
Annie’s parents were Gus E. and Hulda Johnson 
Young, whose parents had immigrated to the United 
States from Sweden in the 1880’s. Annie was born 
May 13, 1916, in McCulloch County, Texas and had 
eight brothers and sisters. (Helen married Frank 
Ripple; Adeline married Loyd Daniel; Edwin married 
Louise Brown; Loraine married Marshall Daniel; 
Stella married Bill McAnalley; Lawrence married 
Dorothy Blanton, a widow; Mae Rene who married 
Gus Parker, and Frankie who is married to Jim Eudy.) 
The Young family had moved to San Angelo from 
the Swedish community near Brady in the 1920’s. 

Marvin and Annie were married in the Salvation 
Army in San Angelo, where they have been 
continuous members for almost 60 years. He is the 
Corps Sgt. Major and a member of the band, while 
she is the Young People Sgt. Major and active in the 
Home League. They are also active in various 
organizations in their community. Having served in 
the Marine Crops in the Pacific Theatre in World 
War II, Marvin is a Past Commander of VFW Post 
1815 and also a member of East Side Lions Club. 
He retired as a plumber and Plumbing Inspector of 
the City of San Angelo in 1981. Annie has held 
offices in the VFW Auxiliary and East Side Lioness 
Clubs, as well as being retired as a school cafeteria 
manager. The Daniel family includes seven children, 
who all grew up in San Angelo, attending public 
schools here. The children are Virginia, who married 
Ted L. Babb; Gladys, who married Barry F. Celey; 
Maurine, who married Neil Jones of Pennsylvania; 
Bobby, who is married to LuAnn Wilson Nichols; 
Gus Andy, who married Sue Caldwell; Dwayne, who 
married Debbie Swanson; and Linda, who married 
Mike Tipton. They presently have eighteen 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. Although 
all the girls and their families live in other areas, the 
three sons and their families still live in San Angelo. 

by Virginia Daniel Babb 


DATES, JAMES 


James Dates 1815-1874 


James Dates was born in LaGrange, Dutchess 
County, New York, about 1815. He married Hariet 
M. Williams, daughter of Nathan Chesebrough 
Williams, on November 6, 1851, in Alfred, New 
York. They had Evangeline S., born March 17, 1854, 
in New York and James Madison, born May 24, 1857 
in Albion, Dane County, Wisconsin. 

James worked on the railroad and farmed. Before 
1860, he left his family to strike it rich in Colorado 
at the time of “Pike’s Peak excitement.” The last 
letter he wrote his wife stated he was going to 
Arizona. She learned that a party on the way from 
Arizona to New Mexico had been attacked and nearly 
all were killed. She believed he must have been 
killed. 

At Fort Union, New Mexico, on December 1, 
1861, James Dates enlisted in the First Regiment, 
New Mexico Cavalry Co. K. His regimental 
description listed him as 45 years, 5’ 7 1/2” tall, light 
complexion with gray eyes and brown hair. 
Occupation: miner. 

James Nevil who served with James met him at 
Fort Bragg, New Mexico. He stated James was 
leaving his unit for Navajo County, New Mexico 
under Kit Carson in July 1863. Mr. Dates was taken 
ill with diarrhea. Mr. Nevil saw Dates again at 
Prescott near Fort Whipple, New Mexico, after his 
discharge. He was still ill and had not been treated 
because there was no regimental surgeon. James 
Dates was discharged December 1, 1864 at Fort 
Whipple. 

April, 1871, James Dates came to work for Mr. 
J.L. Millspaugh of Fort Concho. He became super- 
intendent of Mr. Millspaugh’s irrigation ranch, also 
overseer of government hay contracts at Fort 
Concho. 

Mr. Dates told his employer that his wife was dead 
but he had two children in Wisconsin. Later he 
admitted she was living. Mr. Millspaugh stated that 
James had been in San Angelo area a year before 
they met. 

Pension document of Capt. and Fort Surgeon, Fort 
Concho, of June 29, 1874, related “James Dates, 
Citizen, was admitted to Post Hospital May 16, 1874, 
with inflammation of the bowels and died May 24, 
at 5:40 AM. Mr. Dates was brought to Hospital from 
farm of Mr. Millspaugh by whom he was employed 
and who took charge of the few effects he had, stating 
that he would communicate with his relatives.” “His 


remains were interred in the Fort Cemetery.’’ Fort 
Concho records show Mr. Dates’ grave mark was 
#69 in the Cemetery. According to their records 
military personnel and families were reinterred into 
National Cemetery, San Antonio. They did not have 
a record of his burial there. I would very much like 
to know his final resting place. 

Ihave not been able to find his parents or peers. 

Pension records at the National Archives revealed 
a wealth of information of his wife’s long ordeal to 
prove she was his widow. 

by Charlotte Kadow 


DAVIDSON, E. L. “DAVY” 


wm 4 


Sherry Lynn Overman, Elbert Lynn “Davy” and 


Baby Lacie Lynn Davidson 


Elbert Lynn “Davy” Davidson, Jr. was born in San 
Angelo March 31, 1957 to E. L., Sr. and Janelle 
McGilvray Davidson. On September 17, 1983, he 
was married to Sherry Lynn Overman, who was born 
February 28, 1960 in Snyder, Texas, to Jerry Dwayne 
and Sandra Underwood Overman. 

Davy was employed as Manager for the Davidson 
Ranch at Robert Lee until 1984. He worked as 
lineman for West Texas Electric Co-op until June, 
1987, and is presently Manager of Eddins-Walcher 
outlet in Sheffield, Texas. 

Graduating from Andrews High School in 1978, 
Sherry Lynn was President of the Texas Association 
of Health Occupation Students in 1977-78, lettered 
in A-Capella Choir for four years, also serving as 
Section Leader in 1978. She took Honors English I- 
IV, Honors Algebra I and II, and Honors Biology I. 

In 1978 Sherry Lynn served as Chairman of the 
Andrews County Muscular Dystrophy Dance-Athon, 
helping to raise funds for “Jerry’s Kids.” 

In Howard Payne University, Brownwood, Sherry 
Lynn was inducted into Gamma Beta Phi honor 
society. She was also a member of the Intramural 
Sports Championship Team in 1978-79. She 
completed her work for degree in 1981. During the 
summers of 1980 and 1981, Sherry worked as Youth 
Director for the First Baptist Church, Follett, Texas. 
In 1982 Sherry completed 200 hours of work at 
Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, 
to receive certification in Nursing Homes 
Administration. Licensed March 25, 1983, she 
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subsequently served as administrator of nursing 
homes in both Abilene and Haskell. 
Davy and Sherry Lynn Davidson’s daughter, Lacie 
Lynn, was born in San Angelo April 30, 1984. 
by Sandra Underwood-Overman 


DAVIS, GEORGE FRANKLIN 


George Franklin Davis was born February 5, 1867 
in Colorado. On November 2, 1892, George married 
Sarah Valentine Stinebaugh (born February 14, 1874, 
in Collin County) in the Christian Church in 
Sherwood. They had six children, Allie Mary who 
married Stanley Stanton Scothorn, Eva who married 
Carl Pettit, Guy Franklin who married Mary Frances 
Schaefer, Joel who died of the flu February 19, 1920, 
Neville who married Lenona Couch and Mildred 
Allen who married Alvin O’ Fields. At the present 
George and Valley (as Sarah was called) have ten 
grandchildren, twenty-one great-grandchildren and 
eight great-great grandchildren. 

After their marriage they lived in Knickerbocker. 
George operated a cotton-gin (burned), was co-owner 
of a blacksmith shop with his brother Fred Davis, 
and made coffins and Valley lined the coffins and 
made a pillow for the coffin for which they received 
$5.00. In San Angelo, George worked on windmills 
for Findlater Hardware Company. Later they lived 
in Ozona where George worked for the Ozona Water 
Works. George made a potato chip cutter, other small 
gadgets, and a clock seven and one-half feet high. 
This clock worked by weight, the pendulum was a 
bicycle spoke held in place with a straight pin, main 
works from another clock. The clock had the month, 
year, day of the month and day of the week. George 
died before he could put the time of the full moon 
and moon changes on the clock. His granddaughter 
Nancy Rayne Davis Kennedy, Junior has the clock. 
George died by a work related accident on June 28, 
1938 and was buried in the Sherwood Cemetery. 

Valley was the third child of eleven children of 
Mary Jane Williams and Samuel Stinebaugh. 

by Suzanne Davis Slate 


DAVIS, GUY FRANKLIN 


Guy Franklin Davis was born May 8, 1899, in 
Knickerbocker, Texas. On February 4, 1921, in 
Waco, Texas, Guy married Mary Frances Schaefer 
(born December 9, 1900 in Lorena, Texas). They had 
five daughters: Louise Elizabeth married Eugene 
Dale Miller. Suzanne married Kenneth Morton Slate. 
A baby girl was born and died April 3, 1930. Nancy 
Rayne was born September 17, 1936, during the 
height of the 1936 flood, in Shannon Memorial 
Hospital. Because of flood waters, Frances was the 
last one to cross the Abe Street bridge. Nancy married 
Fred Charles Kennedy, Jr. Linda Lou married John 
Nolan. 

Guy and Frances lived in Ranger, Barnhart, and 
Mertzon before moving to San Angelo, Texas, in 
1924. Guy owned a bicycle shop, with P.C. Glasson 
owned and operated a confectionery called Angelo 
Candy Kitchen, hamburger shops, a car lot and the 
Davis Gift and Curio Shop. These were a sideline to 
his main interest of a wholesale gasoline distributor, 
the Davis Petroleum, since 1921. Guy with Mike 
Cull operated the Jersey Kow Mix Manufacturing 
Company. Guy belonged to the Round Table and the 
Knights of Pythias. 

Guy died February 29, 1964, and is buried in 
Lawnhaven Memorial Cemetery, San Angelo, Texas. 
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Mary Frances was mainly a homemaker, but did 
make root beer for Guy’s hamburger place. She 
belonged to the First Baptist Church and was a 
member of the Eastern Star. 

Guy and Frances have four living children, nine 
living grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 

by Suzanne Davis Slate 


DAVIS, HENRY D. AND 
FRANCES ELIZABETH KELLIS 


Henry D. Davis and Frances E. Kellis Davis 


Henry D. Davis and his wife Frances Elizabeth 
Kellis Davis first came to Tom Green County in the 
early fall of 1889. They had lived in Bold Springs, 
Texas, (now called West) near his mother, brothers 
and sisters. Fannie’s family, (see James N. Kellis) 
had moved to Tom Green County three years before. 

Henry was born in Dade County, Missouri, the 
fourth of six children, on May 31, 1857. His father 
was Francis Asberry Davis, born in Obion County, 
Tennessee, on August 21, 1821. He met and married 
Rebecca Kendall (b. Indiana, ca. 1824) around 1845. 
Frank and Rebecca spent most of their married years 
in Dade County, Missouri. 

Frank and Rebecca’s children were Mary R. 
(Davenport), Martha M. (Marable), Zacharias (who 
married Frances C. Martin and moved with his family 
to San Angelo in 1901), Henry D., Jefferson, and a 
daughter who died in childhood. The family was run 
off their Missouri homeland by Yankees. They 
managed to herd their horses to Texas in 1863, and 
settled in McLennan Co. 

Frank returned to Missouri to join the Confederate 
Army and was a prisoner of the Yankees in 1864 for 
a period of time. Later he returned to Texas where 
he raised cattle. He died on October 28, 1870 of 
pneumonia while on a cattle drive near Baxter 
Springs, Kansas. Rebecca’s second marriage was to 
W.M. Oliphant on September 12, 1873. 

Henry was a farmer in Bold Springs, and 
according to court records, married Sizzin Smith on 
October 16, 1875. (No one in the family seems to 
known about or remember this.) He married Fannie 
Kellis on August 11, 1881. Their children included: 
Mary Emma (Bowden), Stribling, Rosser, Clara 
Frances (Bynum), John Dee, Addie Bell (Aiken), 


Vern E., Winnie Mae (Neill), Tom Jeff, Henry 
Bowden, and Nannie B. (Amburgey). 

Henry and Fannie moved to the Sterling area 
“because of her health” and to be closer to the rest 
of her family. He served as county com-missioner 
for three terms. 

Fannie died on July 11, 1946, in a San Angelo 
hospital, and Henry died in Sterling City on March 
18, 1954. Both are buried in Sterling City, as are 
seven of their nine children. 

by Kay Davis 


DAVIS, LILY SCHUCH 


a 

Lily Schuch (Davis), Wilimina Hartmann Schuch, 
Lucile Schuch (Dusek) in center, Henry Jacob 
Schuch, and Edwin Henry Schuch 


Lily Schuch, the eldest daughter of Wilhelmina 
(Mina) Hartmann and her husband, Henry J. Schuch, 
was born April 9th, 1894, at Tivydale. Lily began 
her education at the Live Oak School in Gillespie 
County. When she was in the fourth grade she moved 
to San Angelo with her family. She completed her 
education in the San Angelo public schools. On 
August 5, 1915, she and Roy B. Davis were married. 
Roy B. was born October 27, 1890. For about four 
years they lived in Los Angeles, California, where 
Roy worked laying out sub-divisions. After their 
return to San Angelo, Roy began selling cars. He 
soon got back into real estate which he enjoyed. Lily 
worked at Hemphill Wells as a clerk until her 
retirement. This couple was blessed with three 
children: Roy B. Davis, Jr. born May 10, 1916; 
married November 21, 1942, to: Lydia Bond, born 
August 5, 1919. Three children. Lloyd Lee Davis, 
born September 6, 1918, married May 29, 1946, to: 
Margaret Eloise Hunt, born June 1, 1920. Seven 
children. Minnie Frances Davis Foster, born April 
29, 1921; married June 29, 1941, to: Reynolds West 
Foster, born October 22, 1921. Three children. Roy 
died June 18, 1959. Lily remains active in church 
affairs; such as Sunday school and the ladies’ group 
(Presbyterian). She belongs to the Federated Club — 
the Woman’s Forum. 

by Angela R. Case 


DAVIS, LUCY SYKES 


Lucy Roy Sykes was born to Susannah (Pollard) 
Sykes and Rev. Tobias Sykes on March 6, 1887 at 
Shaw Bend, San Saba County. In 1894 this Baptist 
minister moved his family to Tom Green County 
from Coke County. In 1899 they bought land at the 
Six Mile Crossing on the Concho River. Like most 
frontier and pioneer children, Lucy and her siblings 
took an active part in the operation of the family 
farm with its dairy and poultry business. Their very 


Lucy Sykes Davis 


livelihood depended on it. Tobias’ preaching brought 
in little cash to add to the family coffers. 

By the time Lucy finished her schooling which 
included a term at Baylor Female College in Belton, 
she was experienced in the aspects of homemaking. 
Much of her education took place in one and two 
room schools. There was a time when her sister Sally, 
only five years her senior, was Lucy’s teacher. In 
most places grammar schools were required to be 
within walking distance of students homes. When a 
school was started in the Sykes community, it was 
known as Sykes School. 

Lucy’s marriage to W.R. Davis on May 27, 1906 
produced eight children. In 1934 she and her four 
daughters moved from Sterling City to San Angelo. 
The Great Depression was still in full force and jobs 
were non-existent for middle-aged women. After 
weeks of survival coping, Lucy finally got work as 
a seamstress. For a while she worked at Shannon 
Hospital making nurses’ uniforms and specialty 
linens. A portion from each paycheck was withheld, 
by agreement, to apply on outstanding bills owed 
the hospital. At other times she did repairs and 
alterations at local cleaning establishments. About 
the time she started working, she moved from a 
crowded three room apartment on East Beauregard 
to a house on North Main Street. In 1936 when San 
Angelo was inundated by flood waters, that portion 
of Main received much damage from back waters. 
Family members prize the account of her experiences 
at that time. She wrote it to her eldest daughter, 
Lucille in Belton. The other girls were still in public 
school. Lucille received her BA degree at Mary 
Hardin Baylor; Ruby Jeanne and Gwen completed 
two years at San Angelo Junior College. Three 
daughters spent their first college year at San Angelo 
Junior College on Robert Massie Scholarships. Ruby 
Jeanne began working as a bookkeeper; Gwen 
entered training at Shannon School of Nursing. 

Her faith and church were always important to 
her, but after Bobby finished her schooling and went 
to work, Lucy devoted more time to church activities. 
Always a faithful correspondent Lucy sometimes 
would write such things as essays and poems, usually 
about religious themes. Another avocation was 
cooking. For years, she baked birthday cakes as gifts 
for loved ones in the area. She made candy 
(chocolate, divinity and pralines) for Christmas gifts 
for children and grandchildren. The church office 
and many others also were recipients. So much 


Gwen, Bobby & Ruby Davis, circa 1929 


cooking required dozens of eggs when she “blew” 
and saved the shells; family children loved to 
decorate these for Easter hunting. 

In November 1966 Lucy suffered her first transient 
stroke. On March 30, 1967 Lucy died instantly from 
a massive stroke. She is buried in Montvale Cemetery 
near Sterling City beside Dorothy Lee, the small 
daughter who died in December 1921. 

At the time of her death, Lucy was survived by 
seven children,16 grandchildren and 20 great 
grandchildren. These included; Roy C. Davis (now 
deceased), his wife Zaida and their 3 children; Walter 
R., his wife Palma and 5 children; T.C. “Cutter” and 
his wife Bena; also Lucille, her husband V.O. Jackson 
and 2 children; Ruby Jeanne, her husband Hardin 
Kettler and 2 children; Gwendolyn, her husband R.D. 
Allen and 2 children; and Roberta “Bobby,”’ her 
husband Earl Hughes and 2 children. She was also 
survived by one sister, Mrs. R.J. Sarah Mathis and 
one brother F.M. “Nat’’ Sykes, both long time Tom 
Green County residents and since deceased. One 
grandson has lost his life from a car wreck. 

by Gwen Allen 


DAVIS, RICHARD HENRY 
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Richard Henry Davis 


Richard Henry Davis was born in San Angelo on 
January 12, 1941. His parents were Vern E. and Nina 
Floe Davis of Sterling City and later Big Lake. 

Richard was raised in Sterling City until 1951 
when he moved with his parents to Big Lake. 

Richard graduated from high school in Big Lake. 
He then attended Texas Christian University 
graduating in 1966. 

Richard met his wife, Russell Kay Ward (b. July 
19, 1942 in Ft. Worth, TX.) at T.C.U. They were 
married on December 19, 1963. He was a claims 
adjuster for State Farm Insurance Co. and she was 
teaching school in Ft. Worth when he was called to 
serve in the U.S. Army. Richard was an officer in 
Nuremberg, Germany. 

After returning from Germany to Ft. Worth, their 
only child, Deborah Dee Davis (b. December 4, 1968 
- Ft. Worth) attended school in Ft. Worth until 1978. 
She currently attends Aledo High School and will 
graduate in May, 1987. 

Richard and Kay moved to Willow Park — a Ft. 
Worth suburb — in 1978. He has owned his own 
insurance agency since 1975 and she is currently a 
middle school counselor for the Ft. Worth school 
system. 

by Mrs. Kay W. Davis 


DAVIS, S. CRAIG 


Craig & Tresa Davis, 1987 


Stephen Craig Davis was born December 20, 
1956, in San Angelo, Texas. He is the only child of 
Alva and Willie Belle Davis. Craig attended school 
in the San Angelo Independent School District 
graduating Central High School in 1975. He was a 
member of the National Honor Society and was a 
National Merit Commended Student.He was 
accepted to the United States Air Force Academy 
but chose to attend Texas A & M University as a 
member of the Class of 1979. Craig graduated Magna 
Cum Laude in 1978 with a BBA in Finance. 

Tresa Joyce Erickson was born September 28, 
1960, in San Angelo. She was reared in Christoval 
and is the oldest child of Thilman and Neta Erickson. 
She has a sister, Dena, and a brother, Ennis. Tresa 
graduated Christoval High School in 1979. 
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Craig and Tresa married June 23, 1979, in San 
Angelo and resided in Abilene, Texas for four years. 
Craig was licensed as a Certified Public Accountant 
in 1981. While in Abilene, he worked in public 
accounting and in the oil and gas industry. During 
this time, Tresa worked as a secretary for West Texas 
Utilities. In 1983 they moved to the Dallas area where 
Craig is employed by Trammell Crow Company and 
Tresa serves as a legal assistant to George Nachman, 
attorney-at-law. They now reside in Richardson. 


by Tresa Joyce Erickson Davis 


DAVIS, VERN E. AND NINA 
FLOE (WILLIAMS) 


Vern E. and Nina Floe (Williams) Davis 


Born in Tom Green County on Nov. 15, 1889, Vern 
Elster (later changed to initial only) was the fifth of 
nine children of Henry D. Davis and Frances 
Elizabeth Kellis of Sterling City, Texas. Technically 
he was a Tom Green County resident for only two 
years, for his forebears were responsible for 
legislating the formation of Sterling County in 1891. 

Vern’s father, Henry, was born in Dade Co., Mo., 
and his mother, Fannie, was born in Wise Co. His 
four older brothers and sisters were born in Bold 
Springs, and the family had just moved to the Kellis 
Colony northwest of Sterling City shortly before 
Vern was born. Four more children were born in 
Sterling City. 

Although he married a hometown girl, Nina Floe 
Williams, on Aug. 30, 1925, it was not until he was 
36 years old. First, he attended college at Baylor 
University, Univ. of Texas, and Univ. of Arkansas, 
and later, for two years served in the U.S. Army in 
France during World War I. as a Captain in the 
cavalry. After he returned to Texas, Vern was elected 
to the office of Sterling County Sheriff in 1921. He 
served in this office for 24 years until 1945. After a 
try at ranching in Post, TX., and defeat by the 
drought, he returned to Mertzon where he was 
employed as an inspector for the Texas and 
Southwestern Cattle raisers’ Association. Vern was 
a Deputy Grand Master of the Texas Masonic Lodge 
and a member of the Baptist church. 

Floe was born in Throckmorton. Her parents were 
Green C. Williams, Sr. (b. Williamson Co., 1873) 
and Florence Elizabeth Robertson (b. Parker Co., 
1877). The Williams moved to Sterling County in 
1904. Floe was the third of ten children and her 
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brothers (Hubert and Dexter) and sister (Mary I. 
Williams Foster) still reside in Sterling City. Floe 
attended college at Texas Woman’s College, Hardin 
Simmons and Sul Ross. She was a member of the 
Methodist church and several women’s organi- 
zations. She was a school teacher in Big Lake where 
she and Vern lived until her death in 1961. 

Vern lived alone and spent the remainder of his 
life as Deputy Sheriff of Reagan County until his 
death in a San Angelo hospital in 1974. Both are 
buried in the City Cemetery in Sterling County. Vern 
and Floe had two boys, Billy Vern and Richard 
Henry. 

by Mrs. Kay W. Davis 


DAVIS, WALTER ROY 


Davis Boys 
Roy C., Truman “Cutter,” and Walter 


Walter Roy “W.R.” Davis was born in Grayson 
County, Texas May 25, 1882. His father, Marshall 
Henry “M.H.” Davis, had arrived in Grayson County 
from Illinois via wagon train in 1856. His mother, 
Mary Jane (Cotten) Davis, arrived in the same 
manner from Miller County, Missouri where she was 
born March 1, 1852 to T.W. and Catharine Cotten. 

In June 1888 six year old “W.R.” (or Roy) reached 
Tom Green County. Young Roy had helped to drive 
the family’s livestock over 300 miles of primitive 
roads. During the long days on the trail, he celebrated 
his sixth birthday. Days later he went to sleep in the 
saddle and fell off his horse. Looking around, he saw 
some sheep and when asked what happened, replied, 
“Those sheep butted me off.” 

When he reached high school age, Roy boarded 
in Sterling City part of the time with D.C. Durham 
and part with the Fisher family. During his stay with 
his Fisher cousins, Roy had occasion to help clean 
out the well. Working down in the hand-dug well, 
he found a dinosaur tooth embedded in the wall. 

Roy was fifteen when his brother Gilmer brought 
his motherless infant to live in his parents’ home. 
Little Rose was a welcome addition to the family. 
Though Gilmer took her back when he remarried 
six years later, Rose always felt as much at home 
with her grandmother as with her father. 

On May 27, 1906, Roy married Lucy Roy Sykes, 
a younger sister of Rose’s mother. Lucy’s father, Rev. 
Tobias Sykes, officiated in his home at the Six Mile 
Crossing on the Concho River outside San Angelo. 
The new bride became part of her in-laws’ household 
and helped care for the failing M.H. Davis. Eight 
children were born to Roy and Lucy: Roy C. (1907- 
1974), Walter Randolph (1909), Truman “Cutter’’ 
(1911-1971), Lucille I. (1915), Dorothy Lee (1917- 
1921), Ruby Jeanne (1920), Gwendolyn M. (1922), 
and Roberta E. (1924). All the children were born in 
Sterling County except Ruby Jeanne who was born 
in Iowa Park, Wichita County where the family had 
taken the livestock due to the drought at home. 


In 1936 Roy married Sadie (Bugg) McKinley and 
made their home at the Rio Concho Rancho south 
of Sterling City near Broome. A few years later Sadie 
succumbed to cancer. 

Like his father, Roy was a rancher and horse 
breeder. The sway backed mare he rode from 
Grayson County in 1888 was part of what the family 
called “the Sophie stock.” It was from this line he 
and his sons established their first successful line of 
Palomino horses. At that time Palominos were not 
considered a breed, because of the difficulty 
experienced in getting Palomino foals from Palomino 
sire and or dam. The Palomino Association was 
formed in mid 1941. W.R. and Roy C. were early 
members and in time were known to breeders and 
horse fanciers across the county. W.R.’s Golden Don, 
foaled in 1932, was an early registrant and the sire 
of many registered get. When W.R. moved to the 
north edge of San Angelo near the Coliseum, the 
location was good for showing horses. 


fis * =| 
Gelemma and W. R. Davis 


By the time he moved to San Angelo, Roy had 
been married to Gelemma (Ayers) Clemmons for 
eight years. She shared his interest and the two 
continued to work with horses until W.R. died August 
20, 1962 and Gelemma five days later. They are 
buried under a common headstone in the Davis plot 
in Montvale Cemetery near Sterling City. 

by Gwen Allen 


DAVIS, WILLIAM VERN 


William Vern Davis, known locally as Bill, was 
born in San Angelo on June 21, 1930. His parents 
were Vern E. Davis and Nina Floe Williams Davis 
of Sterling City, and later, Big Lake. His only brother 
is Richard H. Davis. 

Bill grew up hunting and fishing, raising stock 
and playing football in Sterling City. After graduation 
from Sterling City High School, he attended Sul 
Ross, Tarleton State and graduated from Texas Tech 
University in 1950. After college, Bill served three 
and a half years in the U.S. Air Force in Korea and 
Japan. 

Bill met and first married Bobbi Zane Vogel (b. 
September 2, 1931 - San Angelo) in 1954. They lived 
at different times in Ft. Worth, Sterling City, and later 
San Angelo. They had two children — William Vern 
Il. (Bill) and Sandy Renee. 

Bill Il. (b. January 21, 1955 - San Angelo) met 
and married Rose Marie Thurman in San Angelo in 
1980. They currently have one child, William Vern 
IL. (Will) who was born on April 23, 1981 in San 
Angelo. Bill is a painter, blacksmith, trapper and 


William Vern Davis 


Colorado mountain guide. Rose is a physical 
therapist, and they currently live in San Angelo. 

Bill’s second child, Sandy Renee, (b. October 12, 
1956 - San Angelo) was raised most of her years in 
San Angelo and married Kenny McLaurin (b. San 
Angelo - November 15, 1955) in San Angelo in 1984. 
Both of their boys (Aaron Cole - b. September 23, 
1984 and Austin Taylor - b. March 18, 1986) were 
also born in San Angelo. 

by Kay W. Davis 


DAWSON, JOHN and 
TEMPERANCE (QUEEN) 


John Dawson, the oldest son of Samuel Dawson 
and Polly Ann Rogers, was born in 1811 in Missouri. 
He spent his childhood in Missouri and Tennessee 
where he met his bride, Temperance (Tempie) Queen 
(born 1815 in North Carolina). 

John and Temperance resided in Missouri and 
Arkansas for the first eight years of their marriage 
where their first four children were born: Tolliver 
(1840), Hulda Arminta (February-1844), Edna 
(December-1844), and Josephine (1847). In 1848, 
the family excitedly gathered with John’s parents and 
brothers and departed from Berryville, Arkansas in 
covered wagons destined for Texas. 

Upon the Dawsons’ arrival in Texas, Tempie gave 
birth to their fifth child, Temperance. John, Tempie, 
and their five children first lived in Williamson 
County, then Bell County, where they welcomed their 
sixth child Penelope in 1852. The cross-Texas trek 
continued to Lampasas County where, in 1855, they 
had a son named Samuel Riley followed by a 
daughter named Sarah; in 1857, their last child John 
was born. 

John Dawson, a determined frontier rancher and 
lawman, guided his family through untamed Texas 
territory. They migrated west to San Saba County 
by the late 1860’s. Disheartened with the perilous 
conditions in San Saba County, this frontier family 
again looked west to the newly formed County of 
Tom Green. 

Already established in Tom Green County at Dry 
Creek were some of John and Tempie’s children: 
Tolliver and his wife, Mary Rebecca; Edna and her 
husband, William Cawley; Samuel Riley and his 
wife, Rebecca Catherine Deaton. So Tempie and 
John joined their children, settling in Tom Green 
County. 


Tempie, herself the mother of nine children, was 
often called to assist in childbirth. After forty-five 
years of marriage, she was widowed. 

The San Angelo Standard related the death of John 
Dawson in San Angelo on August 25, 1884. 
Afterwards, Tempie resided with her eldest daughter, 
Hulda Arminta, and husband, John H. Ringer. On 
December 29, 1909, Temperance Queen Dawson 
died at the age of ninety-four and was buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. 

John and Temperance Dawson and their children 
were among the first settlers in Tom Green County. 
They typified the pioneer families of the time 
yearning for spacious land. Late in life, they realized 
their quest on the plains of Tom Green County. 

by Janet Dawson Ebrom 


DE LA GARZA, MANUEL 


Manuel de La Garza is a legend in his time. He 
was born June 5, 1916, in Sonora, to Remijio (buried 
in Mereta) and Reducinda de La Garza. His mother 
died when he was four months old and is buried in 
Sonora. His Dad kept the family of two brothers, 
one sister, together. All four were raised on the road 
traveling with six wagons and eighteen mules that 
constituted his father’s business. Remijio had only 
one arm, but he was a trader, hauling wool, cane, 
salt for stock, wiring, or piping, as the trucks do 
today. 

The family home was a tent pitched where the 
work was, for a week, a month, or a year. One wagon 
carried the family necessities of life, food, clothing, 
and bedding. They had plenty of food, mostly bacon, 
flour, and beans, as they had no refrigeration or 
electricity. Weather governed the speed of the 
journey. There were no roads — just trails. They used 
creek beds or river bottoms for highways. Manuel 
learned to cook early in life, for the older family 
members were working. 

At the age of 16, Manuel started shearing sheep. 
He spent 36 years as a shearing captain. Manuel came 
to Tom Green County in 1928. There he met and 
married Susana Saldana (born March 4, 1919) in 
1936. She was the daughter of Jose and Candelaria 
Maldona Saldana (both buried in Mereta). Manuel 
and Susana raised two boys and four girls. Manuel 
had no formal education, but all the children went to 
school. There are 15 grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren at the present. 

Amado de La Garza married Sara Delgado; 
Lucinda married Noe Martinez; Christina married 
Frank Garza; Ermenia married Jimmy Garcia; Cres 
married Marie Ojeda; Ermelinda married Hemp 
Norton. 

Manuel, his father and brothers came to live on 
Edd and Lula Roberts’ farm in 1928. Edd and Eugene 
Roberts taught the family to farm, and Manuel has 
remained in Mereta. In 1947, he purchased two acres 
from Edd Roberts and built his home. Manuel 
sheared sheep, farmed, and taught his family to love 
God and respect his fellowman. Amado still farms 
with Charlie Roberts, a grandson of Edd and Lula. 

Manuel and Susana have known times that were 
tough, times that were good, and they love their 
memories. 


by Nancy Roberts 


DEAN, LA RUE ELNORA 


La Rue Elnora Dean was the older of two 
daughters born to Pearl Posey and Walter Lee Dean. 
She was born on January 1, 1911, at Bronte in Coke 
County. Her younger sister, Deanie Dale Dean, was 
born at Seadrift, Texas, on January 24, 1914. 

After completing high school, she attended Junior 
College in San Angelo. She entered the teaching 
profession, which led her to teach in many different 
school systems throughout the hill country. 

It was while she was teaching in the Junction area 
that she met her husband, Mark A. Stevenson, a 
rancher. He was the younger brother of future 
governor Coke R. Stevenson, and was well liked by 
all who knew him. Mark and Elnora were married 
in the First Methodist Church in Junction, Texas, on 
December 20, 1937. 

In 1940, they bought a small ranch in Kimble 
County. Their first child was born on August 22, 
1943, and named Robert Mark. Then on October 6, 
1949, their second son, James Lamar, was born. 
Elnora returned to college during her summers to 
continue her education. In 1953, she earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Education, and then in 1960, 
she earned her master’s degree, both from Southwest 
Texas State College, San Marcos. After receiving 
her first degree, she and her family moved to 
Harlingen, where she taught in the same school 
system until her retirement there in 1980. In 1965, 
her husband, Mark, passed away. She remained in 
Harlingen, and her younger son, James, completed 
school there. 

Elnora enjoys bowling, playing cards and bingo, 
and is involved with retired teacher groups and their 
projects. She also enjoys spending time with her three 
granddaughters, Charlotte of Austin, Texas, and 
Whitney Carol and Jamie there in Harlingen where 
she lives. 

by James L. Stevenson 


DEATS, EARL ROY 


Earl Roy Deats was born March 31, 1893, Taylor 
County, Abilene, Texas. Parents were Joseph (Joe) 
Andrew Deats and Alice Mae Smith of Christoval, 
Texas. Earl grew-up with four brothers and sisters: 
Louis Frank born June 29, 1885; Elsie Mae born 
October 7, 1887; Tempie Ellen born June 28, 1890; 
and Charlie Lee born April 15, 1895. Earl arrived at 
Christoval with his parents in 1907 at age fourteen. 

On September 9, 1917, Christoval’s volunteer 
soldiers of World War I, assigned to Company H, 
Sixth Texas Infantry, after completing training in San 
Angelo, returned to Christoval to visit friends and 
relatives prior to departing for Fort Worth, Texas for 
assignment overseas. Friends gathered at the Holland 
Hotel built in 1914 to say goodbye. Earl and Charlie, 
each members of Company M, Thirty-sixth Division 
of the Fourteenth Infantry, served together in the 
battles on the Meuse-Argonne offensive in the 
Champagne Province of France from October 6-13, 
1918, and returned home together. 

Earl married Edith May Epps December 3, 1919 
in San Angelo; Edith was born August 2, 1900 at 
Parker County, Weatherford. Earl’s father, Joe Deats, 
was known as a leader in road and bridge 
construction in Tom Green County and Earl was 
employed with Tom Green County for many years. 

Goodfellow Field, one of the first Army-Air Corps 
flying training schools constructed under the pre- 
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1917 - World War I 
Earl Roy Deats and Edith May Epps 


1943/44 - World War II Defense work at Goodfellow 
Field, Edith and Earl Deats. 


Pearl Harbor air expansion program, became one of 
the largest installations of its type, providing primary 
and basic flight training at one station. The good 
weather of West Texas was a credit to the 
achievement of required flying hours. In World War 
Il, Goodfellow Field became committed to the 
nation’s defense system requiring twenty-four-hour 
work shifts to maintain aircraft in proper flying 
condition. Earl and Edith were employed at 
Goodfellow Field performing their share of defense 
work. 

Earl and Edith had one child: Hollis Wendell born 
October 7, 1920, was a graduate of the Christoval 
school and the College of Engineering, Texas Tech 
University, Lubbock. Hollis married Grace Opal 
Ashley of San Angelo, August 7, 1941 in Lubbock. 
During World War II, Hollis was a first lieutenant, 
in the military service assigned to the U.S. Army 
engineers, receiving assignments around the world 
from Europe to the Far Eastern war zones and retired 
from a career in the military service. 

Earl and Edith resided in Christoval for seventy- 
three years. The home in Christoval was sold in 1977 
after Edith passed away November 12, 1967, and 
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Earl moved to Abilene, to live with Hollis and 
remained there until death July 31, 1980. Earl was 
buried at Lawnhaven Cemetery, San Angelo. 

by Noreine Holden Dodds 


DEATS, ELLA ESTHER 


W. KR. BARNES 


William Robert and Ella Barnes 


Ella was visiting brother Joe when she became 
acquainted with William (Willie/Will) Robert Barnes 
born June 15, 1888. Will arrived at Christoval with 
parents early in 1900. In 1906, when the first 
Telephone Exchange was obtained by father, John 
Alonzo Barnes, Will received training as a 
switchboard operator frequently serving as relief 
operator at other exchanges. Other work 
performances were office management, trouble- 
shooting and/or miscellaneous assignments installing 
lines, insulators and copper wiring. 

Ella and Will married December 27, 1910. Will 
purchased and operated a barber shop in Christoval 
two years. In 1912, Ella and Will moved to Rowena 
and Bronte, Texas and remained there for seven and 
half years. There were three children: William 
Marvin Barnes born January 2, 1914 and Ella Mae 
born June 29, 1915, at Rowena; and Mary Virginia 
born February 4, 1919 at Bronte. In 1920, Will 
worked at an oil field near Ranger; the same year 
John Y. Rust, owner of the San Angelo Telephone 
Exchange, offered Will a promotion to manage the 
Telephone Exchange at Sonora. In Sonora, December 
4, 1922, John Lewis was born. Mr. Rust, a telephone 
pioneer and civic leader in San Angelo, through the 
support of county commissioners, pushed action for 
paving roads. Wagon loads of telephone poles were 
spaced parallel with roads containing lines stretched 
across great distances. 

In 1924/25, Ella became ill with tuberculosis 
receiving treatment at Carlsbad, Texas and remained 
there until death August 24, 1926. Will’s mother and 
sister took a leave of absence from the Christoval 
Telephone Exchange for eighteen months to care for 
Will’s children, leaving Helen Beatrice Hannum in 
charge of telephone operations. During this period 
of time, Will married Pauline Pfiester. 1934, Odessa 
Deats performed as operator. 

William Marvin grew up becoming the third 
member of a family generation engaged in telephone 
operations. Marvin married Roma Vauneda Peters 
born June 23, 1914 of DeLeon, and their only child 
was Linda Willene born May 27, 1941. Marvin 
became manager of Telephone Exchanges located 
at Robert Lee, Big Lake, and Ozona until 1949 then 
transferred to the San Angelo Telephone Company 
remaining there until retirement. 


Marvin and Vauneda Barnes 


Will retired in 1953 after forty-three years of 
service in telephone operations and died August 1, 
1961 at a hospital in Houston. 

by Noreine Holden Dodds 


DEATS, JOSEPH (JOE) 
ANDREW 


Julius Franklin (Dude) born May 1, 1866; Alletha 
Elizabeth born November 7, 1867; Paul Lewis born 
December 27, 1869; Joshua (Josh) Ellis born October 
28, 1872; Inez Matilda born May 9, 1874; Emma 
Cornelia born December 20, 1875; Zachary (Zach) 
Millard born September 22, 1877; Rufus (Rufe) Warn 
born June 15, 1880; Marcus (Mark) Layfaette born 
February 11, 1882; Arthur Dale (Boss) born October 
14, 1883; Dysie Mae born August 5, 1885; and Ella 
Esther born February 8, 1888. Early childhood 
exposed Joe to episodes of Indian warriors wielding 
tomahawks and scalping knives involving the theft 
of horses and cattle. During early youth, Joe 
participated with his father in the ranching business 
stocking primarily cattle, hogs and horses. 

Joe met and married Alice Mae Smith March 22, 
1884 in Llano. Alice was born January 22, 1866. 
There were five children: Louis Frank born June 29, 
1885, married Hattie LaVenia Lasetter; Elsie Mae 
born October 7, 1887, married Wiley Jemeyson; 
Tempie Ellen born June 28, 1890, married Byrd Guy 
Hill; Earl Roy born March 31, 1893, married Edith 
May Epps; and Charlie Lee born April 15, 1895, 
married Mable Hillyard Lockhart. 

In 1907, Joe moved the family to Christoval in a 
covered wagon train and built a home on the main 
road through Christoval following an occupation of 
freighting by covered wagon and/or truck. 

Beginning in 1914, Joe was elected County 
Commissioner, Precinct 4, several times, a political 
position always tied with agriculture and rural life 
of early settlers. There was a break of one term when 
Joe was defeated by E.E. Foster of Knickerbocker 
only to return two years later by a general election 
write-in majority. 

Joe was a leader and pusher in major construction 
projects for roads and bridges. The roads linking San 
Angelo, Christoval and Eldorado and those to county 
lines leading to Mertzon, Sterling City, Ballinger and 
Eden were paved. 

Joe promoted and coordinated construction 
projects among other county commissioners. In 
1922, the first major, paved road project included 
permanent construction of Lone Wolf bridge across 
the South Concho river in Tom Green County. Lone 


Wolf bridge displays a plaque stating commissioners, 
engineer and construction firm engaged in the 
project. 

December 12, 1936, Joe was sitting at home by 
the fire when suddenly stricken by a heart attack. 
Alice died December 20, 1955. The family resided 
on the historic road through Christoval for forty-eight 
years. 

by Noreine Holden Dodds 


DEBUS, JOHN AND AMELIA 


John and Amelia Debus 


John and Amelia (Schwertner) Debus came to Tom 
Green County in 1926, on the Bunnell place, with 
two small daughters — Alfrieda married Elmer 
Braden; Jerline married August Frysak. Three more 
children were born — August (stillborn); Gloria 
married Erwin Schwartz; Genevieve married John 
Schwartz. 

A legacy began in 1925, with the purchase of the 
Bunnell Survey six miles southeast of San Angelo, 
on Debus Road, still owned by the family. The old 
home built in 1886 was noted for social gatherings, 
dances, weddings, and cemetery occasions. During 
the Fort Concho days, the land furnished hay for the 
cavalry animals. Some of this land was in cultivation 
at this time, still very productive. Little by little they 
kept turning the sod into farmland. John believed in 
conserving the rainfall and soil, being first to build 
terraces in 1928. 

John was born in Franklin County, December 6, 
1890, to immigrant parents from Europe. He was 
raised in Williamson County. Amelia (Mother) was 
born February 15, 1896, also of immigrant parents, 
at Schwertner. 

The couple met in Runnels County in 1915, when 
he came to visit his brothers on joining farms. Dad, 
seeing a pretty girl plowing with a fine team of 
horses, said, “I’m going to meet this one.”’ They 
didn’t get married until February 2, 1921, in Rowena. 
Dad homesteaded land in New Mexico, served in 
World War I, and horsetraded, buying in this area 
and selling in East Texas. He became acquainted with 
the Lipan Flat when he bought horses from William 
Scherz, at the turn of the decade. He told his family 
that he was going to buy land on the “Flats.” 
Horrified, they said, “It never rains. You will dry up 
and blow away, if you don’t starve first.”” They 
struggled during the Depression, making every 
venture a return. After this hardship, lands were 
acquired in Lampasas, Runnels, Williamson 
Counties, and the present South Pool of Twin Buttes. 

My parents loved nature and its Maker. They gave 
and helped build St. Ambrose Catholic Church, 


digging and hauling gravel from a creek near 
Harriett. Dad, the oldest worker, said, “The young 
ones moved faster — I lasted longer.’’ The church 
was dedicated, December 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor Day. 

Farming and ranching was a team venture until 
January 17, 1960 (Mother’s untimely death). The 
operation remained intact until after the Three Rivers 
Dam lawsuit. Muddling through legal affairs, Dad 
retired to travel, oil venture, agri-meetings and 
weekly visits at Producer’s Livestock Auction. He 
was a friend to everyone and called them by their 
first names. 

November 28, 1983, was the end of a life that saw 
great changes in farming — animal-drawn plows to 
computer-driven tractors, almost ninety-three years. 

by Alfrieda (Debus) Braden 


DECUIR, HAROLD JOSEPH 


Harold Joseph Decuir, oldest son and first child 
of Paulain Decuir and Ruth Marie Adair Decuir, was 
born in Beaumont, Jefferson County, Texas on 
Sunday August 25, 1940 at Hotel Dieu Hospital. 
Harold moved to San Angelo in September, 1947, 
with his parents. He was enrolled in Immaculate 
Conception Academy in the second grade. In 1953, 
Immaculate Conception was renamed Sacred Heart 
School and is now known as Angelo Catholic School. 
Harold completed his high school education at San 
Angelo High School (now San Angelo Central) in 
May, 1958. 

On August 13, 1960, he married Donna Lea St. 
Cyr, a native of Fitchburg, Massachusetts, at the 
Goodfellow Air Force Base Chapel. Donna is the 
oldest of three children born to Frederick Stanley 
and Olga Holtz St. Cyr. Harold and Donna’s first 
child, Deborah Lynn Decuir, was born at the Clinic 
Hospital in San Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas 
on April 28, 1962. Harold Joseph Decuir, Jr. was 
born at Howard County Hospital in Big Spring, Texas 
on May 27, 1964. Sheryl Ann and Shawn Alan 
Decuir were born at Boulder Community Hospital 
in Boulder, Boulder County, Colorado, on March 23, 
1974. 

Deborah Lynn Decuir married John Charles 
Plumlee and lives in Arlington, Texas. Debbie and 
John were married on December 29, 1984 at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral in San Angelo, Texas. Their 
daughter, Rebekah Marie, was born May 9, 1987. 
Harold Joseph Decuir, Jr. is serving in the United 
States Army. Sheryl and Shawn (the twins) were 
students at Angelo Catholic School. 

Harold Joseph was ordained a Permanent Deacon 
in the Roman Catholic Church on January 28, 1979, 
and is currently assigned to Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
Harold and Donna, in addition to their involvement 
in Sacred Heart Parish, are very active in Catholic 
Engaged Encounter (a weekend program for engaged 
couples preparing for marriage). They currently serve 
as Unit Leaders for the state of Texas. In this capacity 
they serve as a liaison between the national family 
and the local units of Engaged Encounter throughout 
the state of Texas. 

by Harold J. Decuir 


DECUIR, PAULAIN 


The Paulain (Paul) Decuir family came to the 
Concho Valley in August, 1947, because of Ruth’s 
health. When she arrived in San Angelo, she could 
not walk ten feet without stopping to rest. After only 


three days in the dry climate of West Texas, she was 
able to walk four blocks into the center of San Angelo 
and return. As a result of this miraculous recovery, 
the children joined their mother in early September, 
1947. Paul returned to their previous home in 
Beaumont, Jefferson County, where he closed out a 
family business in that East Texas town. 

Paul, a native of Loureauville, Louisiana, was born 
June 22, 1914. He was the eighth of twelve children 
born to Homere and Marie Hortense Guillotte Decuir. 

Ruth Marie Adair, a native of Kountze, Hardin 
County, was born April 25, 1914. She was the fifth 
of five children born to William Thomas and Estelle 
Huchingson Adair. 

Paul and Ruth were married in St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Beaumont, on May 6, 1939. Their 
four oldest children were born in Beaumont, 
Jefferson County, at Hotel Dieu Hospital: Harold 
Joseph, August 25, 1940; Margaret Ann, October 15, 
1942; Alexander Paul, September 9, 1944; and Anita 
Marie, June 14, 1946. The three younger children 
were born in San Angelo, at St. John’s Hospital: 
Sharon Hortense, November 27, 1948; Linda Ruth, 
July 30, 1950; and John Edward, born January 6, 
1956. 

Margaret Ann completed her school at the Catholic 
and public schools in San Angelo, graduating from 
Central High School. She married Jim Summers 
Eylar on July 8, 1967, and is living in Fort Worth, 
Texas, with her four children: Michael Christopher, 
born June 21, 1968, in Dallas; Elizabeth LeAnn, born 
July 8, 1970, in San Angelo; Anthony Wayne, born 
May 18, 1974, in Mississippi (adopted); and Lowell 
Edward, born August 3, 1976, in San Angelo. 
Margaret, now divorced, is employed at the Fort 
Worth State School for mentally retarded and 
handicapped children. 

Alexander Paul (Alex) attended school in San 
Angelo, beginning at Sacred Heart (now Angelo 
Catholic School), Lee Junior High, and San Angelo 
Central. He was in the first graduating class from 
Angelo State University. Alex was very active in the 
basketball programs of all the schools he attended. 
Alex married Rolynda Kay Denman on February 26, 
1966 in San Angelo. They live in Spring with their 
three children: Alexander Bert, born October 6, 1967, 
in San Angelo, and twin daughters, Karol Richelle 
and Jennifer Michelle, born May 29, 1971, in 
McAllen. Alex is currently employed by Decoty 
Coffee Company and Kay is a teacher at Spring High 
School. 

Anita Marie completed her schooling at San 
Angelo Central High School. She married Dennis 
Lee Zeiters on April 6, 1966, and is living in Junction, 
with her two children: Stephen Paul, born December 
12, 1966; and Christie Marie, born August 4, 1970. 
Anita (Jo) is employed by a Junction bank. Dennie 
is employed at the local hospital. Both are frequently 
seen around the golf courses of West Texas. 

After completing her education in San Angelo, 
Sharon has chosen to follow a career in hospital 
work. She is working with a hospital in Odessa. 

Linda Ruth married Michael Wayne Taylor on 
January 25, 1969, in San Angelo, and lives in 
Midland, with her two daughters: Michelle Renee 
born November 20, 1972, in San Angelo; and Erica 
Nicole, born June 18, 1978 in Midland. 

After graduating from San Angelo Central High 
School, John Edward attended LVN training. He 
married Laura Jean Carley Beck in February, 1983. 
They were divorced June 28, 1985. John resides in 
Abilene, with his daughter Courtney Brooke, born 
in San Angelo on August 16, 1984. 
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Ruth Decuir died on October 26, 1976 at St. John’s 
Hospital and is buried in Calvary Cemetery in San 
Angelo. Paul and one son, Harold Joseph, remain as 
residents of Tom Green County. Currently there are 
16 grandchildren and one great-grandchild as the 
result of this union. 

by Harold J. Decuir 


DEHNEL, PAUL EMMANUEL 


Paul Emmanuel Dehnel was born on May 10, 
1880, in Oels, Germany. His family emigrated to the 
United States in 1882. Paul became a citizen in 1904. 
Very little is known about his early life other than 
that his father died at Belleville, Texas, in a hunting 
accident the first winter they spent in the new country. 
His mother remarried and had three more children, 
two of whom died very young. Paul lived with his 
mother and half-sister at 1715 North Randolph until 
he married at the age of 35 years. He operated a 
grocery store on South Oakes, across the street from 
Troy Laundry, which contained the first soda 
fountain in San Angelo. 

Ava Lee Rutledge was born in Sulfur Springs, 
Texas on June 16, 1895, to John Martin Rutledge 
and Sarah Jane Minerva Wilburn Rutledge. She was 
the oldest of five children; only three girls lived past 
infancy. When Ava Lee was seven or eight years old, 
her father traveled to Kansas to look for a job but 
returned and immediately left westward to find his 
fortune. He left in 1905 with a group of men 
comprised of fathers, young single men, bachelors, 
and widowers in search of jobs. The group traveled 
westward, dropping a few men off in Menard, 67 
miles southeast of San Angelo. He and some of the 
men dropped out in San Angelo, but some continued 
on to California. John Rutledge, a wood butcher or 
carpenter, was able to find work in a planing mill 
and sent for his family. He met them in Menard and 
took them to their new home, two large tents in a 
tent city on the point between the North and South 
Concho Rivers above Bell Street Crossing. They 
lived in the tent city for twenty-two months until 
housing could be found. While living at tent city, 
they were hit by a smallpox epidemic. They were 
quarantined for twenty-two days. Neighbors would 
bring them groceries but would leave them in the 
middle of the road. They were lucky to have two 
tents, sleeping in one tent and eating in the other 
one. Ava Lee’s father bought a lot 100' by 170' (1/2 
block) on Elm Street near the railroad roundhouse. 
The house sat on the corner of Elm and Guadalupe 
Streets where part of the campus of Central High 
School is now. 

John Rutledge, using his skills as a carpenter, made 
the kneeling rails, the wooden cross, and the fancy 
woodwork in the old Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
also some of the fancy woodwork in the auditorium 
at City Hall. 


Dehnel’s Grocery & Market 
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Dehnel’s Soda Fountain Shop 


Paul Emmanuel Dehnel and Ava Lee Rutledge 
were married on October 20, 1915. They first lived 
with his mother, but soon moved to a rent house on 
16th Street. From there they moved to the rooms 
above the store on South Oakes. They lived there 
for seven years and moved to a house on Avenue K 
while a store building was built at 1413 South 
Chadbourne. They moved into the back of the store 
in 1927 and lived there until they purchased a house 
at 5 East Avenue J. 

Paul Emmanuel Dehnel died on July 22, 1946. 
The store had closed in 1945 and the building is still 
standing at 1413 South Chadbourne. 

The Dehnels had 11 children and all received their 
schooling at Fort Concho Elementary School, Edison 
Junior High School, and San Angelo High School, 
except the youngest child, who finished her 
education at Lake View High School, which broke a 
22-year string of Dehnels at San Angelo High School. 

Ava Lee (Rutledge) Dehnel is still living at the 
age of 92 years, and all of the children are living. 
The children in order, and number of children are as 
follows: Raymond Paul Dehnel, McCamey, 7 
children; John Ellis Dehnel, Fairfax, Virginia, no 
children; Jack Thomas Dehnel, San Angelo, 4 
children; William Collins Dehnel, Tow, Texas, 1 
child; Leo Martin Dehnel, Hollywood, Maryland, 
no children; Sarah Elizabeth Dehnel McKinney, 
Austin, 3 children; Paul Emmanuel Dehnel, Jr., 
Austin, | child; Robert Edward Lee Dehnel, San 
Angelo, Texas, 3 children; Curtis Otto Dehnel, 
Newport News, Virginia, 3 children; Margarete 
Louise Dehnel Crook, Fort Jupiter, Florida, 2 
children; Helen Ruth Dehnel Swartz, Lewisville, 
Texas, 4 children. 

by Mrs. Robert Dehnel 


DeLONG, DR. A. C. 


Doctor and Mrs. A.C. DeLong, along with their 
three children, moved to San Angelo in December, 
1904, from Thorndale, Lee County, Texas. 

Dr. DeLong was born at Washington on the Brazos 
on September 9, 1859, to C. H. DeLong, originally 
from Ohio, and Carrie Delaplain DeLong of Lee 
County. He was an only child. After the death of his 
father in 1874, “Ab,” then fourteen, ran the family 
farm for three years, finally leaving home to drive 


cattle on the Chisholm Trail for two years. Later he 
became a cattle buyer and on December 28, 1887, 
he married 16-year old Roxie Womack, daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Hilton Womack. 

About the time of his marriage, he began to read 
medicine with his future father-in-law, Dr. Womack. 
He later attended Baylor College and then Vanderbilt 
University, where he graduated with his M.D. degree. 
He did post-graduate study at Tulane Medical School 
in New Orleans. 

By the time of his graduation, the couple had three 
children: Richard C. (Dick), born October 15, 1888; 
Susan Caroline (Susie) born June 18, 1893; and 
Willie Mae (Billie) born December 24, 1898, all of 
whom were born in Lexington, Texas. 

Dr. DeLong practiced medicine in Lexington and 
Thorndale until he and his family moved to San 
Angelo where he practiced until his death October 
31, 1932. During his lifetime, he worked to help San 
Angelo establish its first hospital, St. John’s Catholic 
Hospital, in 1910. He served as county health officer, 
vice-president and president of the Tom Green 
County Medical Society and at the time of his death 
was president of the Texas State Medical Society. 
He was 73 years old. Mrs. DeLong, died in February, 
1952, at the age of 81. 

The couple’s only son, Richard (Dick) married the 
former Josephine Lee and they had one daughter, 
Josephine. He was a rancher and ranched in Concho 
and Kinney Counties at the time of his death in 
October, 1960. 

Susan (Susie) married Joseph T. White of Bonham, 
Texas, on January 28, 1920. They had one daughter 
Suzanne. Now a widow, Mrs. White lives in San 
Angelo. 

Billie married John Lee Hollingsworth of San 
Angelo in August 1920 and they had one daughter, 
Betty. The couple divorced and she subsequently 
married Loyd Kelsey of Sweetwater, Texas. Also a 
widow, she now lives in Eldorado, Texas. 

by Betty Wilson 


DeLONG, WILLIAM, 
GEORGE WASHINGTON 
“WASH,” and SAM 


William, George Washington “Wash” and Sam 
DeLong came from Kentucky to the Concho Valley 
in the late 1800’s, looking for a new beginning. 
Marion and Dave DeLong also settled in the area. 

Wash had first come to the territory in 1860 with 
a frontier regiment. He was one of the survivors of 
the battle between the Kickapoo Indians and 
Confederate troops at Dove Creek. A San Angelo 
Standard-Times account of the incident stated that 
he had told the commander of the troops, Captain 
Totten, to let the Indians surrender, but the captain 
had replied that he wanted to “kill them all.” 

Wash married Sylvinia Williams of Fort Belknap. 
Their child, David Edward DeLong, born in 1866 at 
Lipan Springs, was the first anglo child born in the 
Concho country. 

Wash later moved to South Concho and stayed 
there until his death at age 85 in 1931. In about 1875, 
the land was so dry they saw thousands of buffalo 
die from lack of water. Sam and William were also 
Indian fighters. These brothers were living in 
Christoval in 1876 when they engaged in the last 
Indian fight in this part of the area. 

The Indian died and was buried under a tree. Later, 
his body was dug up by a scientist and declared such 


a perfect specimen that it was taken to a museum in 
New York and put on exhibit. 

William decided to get rich by taking the 
government contract for hay and filling it with 
Johnson grass. Professor Johnson had found the 
grass and said that it was the best in the world. 
William purchased a couple of spoonsfull of seed, 
and soon the grass took the country. It made good 
hay and grew all right, but you couldn’t stop it. 
Farmers and ranchers have fought it ever since. 

From San Angelo Standard-Times 
Newspaper 


DEMERE, FRANK H., SR. 


Frank Habersham Demere, Sr. 


Frank Habersham Demere was born December 4, 
1891, in Canyon City, Randall County, Texas, to 
William Herbert Demere (1852-1910) and Margaret 
Letitia Dennis (1860-1898). He was one of eight 
children. When he was two years old, the family 
moved to Farmers Branch, Dallas County, where his 
father was engaged in farming. Frank Demere 
received his education in the schools of Dallas 
County. He was associated with his father in farming 
in Dallas County for some years. Later they came to 
Tom Green County and began farming in 1907 near 
Wall and farmed there until his father’s death in 1910. 
Frank then lived with his uncle Frank, near Irion City, 
where he helped him break horses for riding, buggies 
and wagons. 

In 1915 he and his brother, George Raymond 
Demere, bought land near Arden, Irion County. Frank 
then worked on neighboring ranches in order to make 
money to help pay for the land while George took 
care of the sheep herders and ran the ranch. 

On September 16, 1925, he married Mattie Bell 
McManus. Her parents were James Clinton 
McManus (1866-1915) and Mary Melvina Brock 
(1875-1963). Mattie “B,” one of six children, was 
born on April 1, 1905, in Sherwood, Irion County. 
After their marriage, the Demeres lived on the Ike 
Funk Ranch in Tom Green County for 11 years. 

In 1936, Frank and George bought the Clegg 
Ranch located in Tom Green County. The Demere 
Brothers were also partners in ranches in Coke and 
Sterling Counties of Texas. They stocked their range 
land with about 6,000 head of rambouillet sheep and 
150 head of white face Hereford cattle. They 


Mattie Bell Demere 


terminated their partnership around 1950 and divided 
their land and livestock between them. 

Frank Demere’s interest included his family, his 
ranch and a love for sports. He was an outstanding 
ball player and was on the Water Valley Ball Team 
organized in 1918. He also played on the Sanatorium 
Team of McKnight State Hospital, Carlsbad, Texas. 
One of his favorite pastimes was playing dominoes 
in the shade behind the Carwile General Store in 
Water Valley. The store is still standing and is owned 
by Bill and Alice Herman. 

Frank Demere was widely known in the livestock 
circles of Texas and was a member of the Sheep and 
Goat Raisers Association and the Cattleman’s 
Association. 

The children of Frank and Mattie B. Demere are 
Frank H. Demere, Jr., Mary Agnes Demere Norris, 
and George William Demere. There are nine 
grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren. The 
family is active in the Water Valley United Methodist 
Church. 

Frank Demere passed away on July 28, 1970, in 
Houston. He is buried in the Water Valley Cemetery. 
Mattie B. Demere still lives on the ranch and she is 
still very involved in the business of the ranch. At 
the age of 82 years, she still vaccinates the lambs 
during lamb marking and has vaccinated close to 
half a million lambs since her marriage. 

Frank Demere, Jr. now manages the Demere 
Ranch Company which includes the original family 
estate. 

by Janet Demere Young 


DEMERE, FRANK H., JR. 


Frank Habersham Demere, Jr. was born November 
12, 1926, in San Angelo. He is the son of Frank 
Habersham Demere, Sr. and Mattie Bell McManus. 
He is one of three children. On January 1, 1955, he 
married Jean Adele Shannon. They were married in 
the Presbyterian Church in Marfa, Texas. She is the 
daughter of Charles Edward Shannon and Gladys 
Adele Leslie. Jean was born December 21, 1928, in 
San Antonio. Frank and Jean Demere have three 
children: Janet Jean Demere who is married to 
Timothy Mac Young, Frank Wade Demere, and Craig 
Shannon Demere who is married to Tammy Kay 
Doss. There are three grandchildren at the present 
time. 


Frank Demere, Jr. Family 
Standing: Craig, Wade, Janet Jean. Seated: Frank 
Demere, Jr. and Jean Demere 


The Demere family lived on the Ike Funk Ranch 
in Tom Green County until Frank, Jr. was nine years 
old. The family then moved to a ranch 20 miles north 
of San Angelo near Water Valley. Frank graduated 
from Water Valley High School in 1944 and from 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock in 1953, with a 
degree in Animal Husbandry. While at Texas Tech, 
he was a member of the Texas Tech Livestock 
Judging Team. 

Frank and Jean Demere live on their ranch in Coke 
County near Water Valley. Frank manages the 
Demere Ranch Company which includes the original 
family estate. He manages close to 30 sections of 
land for the family. In addition, he is the manager of 
the L. C. and Gladys Y. Clark Estate Ranch, which 
entails about 50 sections of land. He oversees the 
management of around 8,000 Debioulet sheep and 
about 350 head of Hereford and Hereford-Brangus 
cross cattle. He is a Director of the West Texas Wool 
and Mohair Association of Mertzon, Irion County, 
Texas, which is one of the major wool warehouses 
in the state and the nation. The Demere Family is 
active in the Water Valley United Methodist Church. 

Frank Demere, Jr. has been described as a “Texas 
cowman in the best sense of the word. He says what 
he thinks and stands behind his convictions. His red 
face, white forehead and short hair mark him as a 
working rancher - a cowman who believes that a 
man’s shadow over his land is one of his best 
management tools.” 

Jean Demere is very active in the business of the 
ranch. In describing his wife, Frank has this to say, 
“Jean now feeds up to 12 people daily for two weeks 
during shearing season and doesn’t bat an eye when 
she is expected to lay a table for nine or ten hungry 
hands during the gatherings.” Jean had followed the 
advice of Mrs. L. C. Clark, a local Water Valley ranch 
woman, who told her that wherever the men are 
working they deserve a hot home-cooked meal at 
noontime. It has become a tradition in the Demere 
family! The men love to see her “tailgate chuck- 
wagon” coming down the road. 

Frank and Jean’s sons, Wade and Craig, are 
following in the Demere tradition of ranching. They 
are gradually working into the ranch. Additionally, 
they are partners on another ranch. Wade graduated 
from Texas Tech University in 1981 and Craig from 
Angelo State University in 1982. Both majored in 
Animal Production, and both participated in their 
school’s Livestock Judging Team. They chose to 
return to the West Texas ranch where they grew up 
to pursue the life that their father had taught them to 
love. They have learned, from their father, that 
money isn’t everything. You have to do what you 
enjoy. 

Frank Demere, Jr., does enjoy his work on the 
ranch and he will be remembered as a person that is 
true to himself and his own convictions. 

by Janet Demere Young 
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DENISTON — WELGEHAUSEN 


William Deniston, a native of Tennessee, was born 
February 23, 1845. His family moved to Texas in 
1849, settling in Llano County in the 1850’s. William 
“Bill” met Anna Christena Welgehausen, daughter 
of a substantial German family of San Antonio, 
Texas, and they were married in 1871 in her parents’ 
home. The newlyweds settled first in Llano County 
and then moved to the Wallace Creek Community 
of San Saba County, where Bill died and was buried 
in 1902. 

Anna Christena was born August 2, 1849, daughter 
of Freidrich and Judith Elisha (Aikey) Welgehausen. 
She spent many hours of her young life hiding under 
the furniture while her mother and older brother held 
feather mattresses over the windows to catch arrows 
as her father shot at Indian marauders at their farm 
near Fredericksburg, Texas. Because of so much 
Indian trouble, her mother insisted the family move 
to San Antonio. 

After Bill’s death in 1902, Christena heard of the 
good land to be had at a good price in Tom Green 
County. She sold her farm in Wallace Creek and 
moved her family to a farm about five miles west of 
Mereta, buying and improving the farm with her 
children’s help. Descendants said her sons sometimes 
complained that she treated them more like hired 
help than family, waking them early in the morning 
and giving them their orders for the day. 

When Christena died April 10, 1923, at Mereta, 
her body was shipped back to San Saba County to 
be buried at the Wallace Creek Cemetery beside her 
husband. 

Christena gave her son, William Frederick, and 
his new bride, Dora, a feather mattress among other 
things when they were married. When Dora was 
killed in an unfortunate accident after they had been 
married only a few years, the mattress was put away 
for their only child, Lillian, until she was married. 
Lillian later made this mattress into pillows. They 
were very big pillows and firm, the feathers having 
lost some of their softness down through the years. 
When one of her grandsons, Gary Allen Smith, was 
having trouble breathing because of allergies, she 
gave him one of the pillows to prop him up in bed 
higher and make breathing easier. He and his brothers 
like to think of it as part of one of the mattresses that 
had caught Indian arrows in the old days. 

Children of Bill and Christena included: William 
Frederick, Jr., born 1885, died 1966 in California, 
married (1) Dora Wink, (2) Myrna Lucille Roland; 
Robert Elmer, married Mrs. Bertha Young; Sally, 
married Christian Flury; Julia Ann, born 1878, died 
1972 in San Saba, married Will E. Martin. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


DENISTON - WINK 


William Frederick “Bill” Deniston, Jr., was born 
October 11, 1885, in Burnet County, Texas, son of 
William F. and Christena Welgehausen Deniston. He 
moved to Tom Green County with his mother and 
other children in early 1900. His mother bought a 
farm five miles west of Mereta, and he and his brother 
farmed it with his mother as manager. He was 
married to Dora Wink in Tom Green County. After 
the marriage, he bought land in the Lake View section 
of what is now San Angelo. 

Dora was born December 10, 1878, in Austin, 
County, Texas, daughter of Henry W. and Natalie 
Haubold Wink, members of the Wend Colony that 
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Mr. & Mrs. Wm. F: Deniston, Wedding picture 


came to Texas in the 1850’s. Her family moved to 
Tom Green County near Mereta in the early 1900’s. 
Dora could do beautiful needlework. In those days, 
the months before Christmas were spent secretly 
making beautiful gifts for loved ones. Her only child, 
Lillian, had a beautiful lace tablecloth crocheted by 
her. Lillian also had several feather pillows made 
from a feather mattress belonging to Dora and saved 
for Lillian until she married. Dora’s sister, Ada, 
fondly remembered her skill as a seamstress. “Many 
times she’d get up on a Sunday morning and decide 
we didn’t have a single pretty think to wear on our 
dates that evening and would sit down and sew us 
both new dresses to wear before that evening.” 

Dora died in a tragic accident July 17, 1913. The 
buggy her husband was driving was turned over 
when the horses were scared by something on the 
road and ran away wildly. Dora and her young 
daughter were thrown from the buggy. She somehow 
managed to toss the baby to her husband as she fell. 
Dora was killed instantly. She was buried in the 
Mereta Cemetery. 

After Dora’s death, Bill married Myrna Lucille 
Roland, and ventually moved to California, where 
he was a carpenter. He died April 15, 1966, in 
Whittier, California. 

The only child of Bill and Dora was Lillian 
Natalie, born in 1910 in Tom Green County. She 
married Oscar Smith. 

Children of Bill and Myrna are William S., Robert 
E. “Jack,” Calvin R., and Christina. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


DERBY, BUD FRANK, SR. and 
GUSSIE AMNER (SMART) 


Derby Family 
Back row L to R: Violet (Kinyon), Ralph, and Bud 
Frank, Jr. Front row: Bud and Gussie 


Bud Frank Derby was born on July 9, 1894 in 
Madison, Wisconsin, to Frank Ellsworth and Grace 
Bell (Miles) Derby. Frank Derby came to Mason, 
Texas for his health and sent for Grace and their three 
children: Mertie, Ralph, and Bud. In 1898, before 
Bud was four years old, his mother was a widow 


and financially unable to take her family back to 
Wisconsin. 

The Derby family immigrated from England. 
Their genealogy is traced back to John Derby; to his 
son Jonathan; to Apollos; to Lemuel; to Bud’s 
grandfather, Marshall Myron Derby. Family history 
reveals that Lt. Jonathan Derby served at Saratoga. 
His wife, Abigail Dewey Derby, descended from 
English royalty. Her lineage is easily traced back to 
Charlemagne. 

Bud ran away from his stepfather and home in his 
early teens. In 1914 he enlisted in the National Guard 
and served as a private in Headquarters Company of 
the Fourth Infantry. He also spent some time in the 
663rd Aero Squadron. He served on the border near 
Marfa in 1916, in the federalized militia, when 
General John J. Pershing’s expedition into Mexico 
sought to capture Pancho Villa after his raids into 
Texas and New Mexico. 

In 1918, he sailed for France on the USS Von 
Steuben. His group was ready to be sent to the front 
lines when the Armistice was signed. He sailed back 
home on the USS Patricia in 1919, and was 
honorably discharged at Camp Pike, Arkansas, on 
July 26, 1919. 

Back in Mason, Bud lived near the Smart family 
consisting of Lee Gideon and Rennie Earl (Butler) 
Smart and their children, Raymond, Maude, Annie, 
and Gussie Amner, born in Mason on June 27, 1903. 

Bud proved to be a good neighbor when the flu 
epidemic hit the entire Smart family. He put some 
of his military training to use and nursed the family 
back to health, also doing their chores and serenading 
them with his accordion and harmonica. 

Bud and Gussie were married at the courthouse 
in Fredericksburg on April 10, 1923. He enjoyed 
telling his grandchildren that he got his first kiss from 
Gussie on their wedding day. 

Working together they did farm work, restaurant 
work, painting and hanging wall paper. When their 
daughter, Violet, was a baby they lived in Brady and 
operated “Bud’s Cafe,” about 1926. They also lived 
in Fort Worth, Cleburne, and Kermit before settling 
in San Angelo in 1945. Since then, 217 North Farr 
has been home. They are members of the Church of 
Christ. 

Their children are Violet Valentine (Kinyon), Bud 
Frank, Jr., and Ralph Julius Derby. 

Bud Derby, Sr., died July 1, 1982, and is buried at 
Lawnhaven Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Vi Kinyon 


DERBY, PAMELA ANN 
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Pamela Derby, Shannon Emergency Room Nurse 


I was born at the old Clinic Hospital on West 
Beauregard, on May 29, 1954. My parents were 
Wanda LaNell Chapman and Bud Frank Derby, Jr. 
My sister Diana Derby was born August 5, 1959. 

After my second year at Austin Elementary, we 
moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico, since my Dad was 
employed by the United States Bureau of 
Reclamation. We lived there until I was a senior in 
high school, when he was transferred to Truth or 
Consequences, New Mexico, where I graduated from 
high school. 

The summer I graduated, we transferred to Edna, 
Texas, and the Palmetto Bend Project. While there, 
I worked as a nurse’s aide in a nursing home and at 
Citizen’s Hospital. I went to Victoria College to 
become a Licensed Vocational Nurse. About this 
time, I found out that I had a rare disease called neuro 
fibromatosis, and was told never to have children, 
as I could pass the disease on to them. There was no 
history of it being in our family before. 

In October, 1976, I took my State Board 
Examination in Austin, Texas, and the same day my 
parents and sister were transferring to Farmington, 
New Mexico to the San Juan Chama Project. 

When the examination was over that day, I left 
Austin to “come home” again to San Angelo and 
lived six years with my “Granny and Pappy” Derby. 

I went to work at Shannon Hospital, where I 
worked the first six years in Intensive Care Unit. In 
1982, I went to work in Shannon’s emergency room. 
October, 1986, I received my ten-year service pin. 

Retiring after thirty years, my parents have moved 
back “home,” also my sister and brother-in-law, 
Diana and Robert Reed; so I am enjoying my two 
nieces, Amanda and Meghan. 

Derby families enjoyed reunions at Kingsland on 
Lake Buchanan during the 1970’s, with the 
descendants of Rennie Butler and Lee Smart. 

The Chapman reunion is an annual event, attended 
by my mother’s family; Edna Turnbow and Howard 
Chapman and their descendants. They meet the third 
weekend of September each year at the Holiday Inn. 

Second Sunday every August, the family of 
Howard Chapman enjoy their reunion in Lamesa. 

by Pamela Ann Derby 


DeSHAZO, HOMER 


Homer & Viola DeShazo, 1925 


Homer DeShazo came to San Angelo in 1908 
when he was seventeen. He worked on the Oakes 
Street bridge when it was built. He went into the dairy 
business with his sister and her husband Willie and 
Billie Stevenson on Walnut Street. He married Viola 
Boykin December 25, 1912 at the home of his sister 
and her husband Lou and Will Bailey. Viola was 
staying at the Bailey home so she could go to San 
Angelo High School. Viola’s parents, Rob and 
Thisbee Boykin lived in the Bismarck Community, 
later called the Fairview Community. 

Homer and Viola bought a farm in the Scherz 
Community and moved into their new home October 
12, 1916. They had three children Duane, Dovie and 
Dorothy DeShazo. The children went to school in a 
one room school at Scherz. The school house was 
condemned in 1927 and a new four-room school 
house was built just across the road from the DeShazo 
house. The school house wasn’t completed when 
school started in 1928 so school was held at the 
DeShazo home for a couple of months. Homer was 
school trustee for many years. 

The DeShazo’s went to church at Fairview where 
Viola taught Sunday School. Duana and Dovie went 
to Fairview School when they finished the seventh 
grade at Scherz. Later they went to San Angelo High 
School. Dorothy went to San Angelo High School 
also. The DeShazos were very active in the 
community with parties, box suppers, and plays for 
the school and the church. One play was “Deacon 
Dubbs”’; most of the Scherz community was in it. It 
played at Scherz, Miles and Knickerbocker. 

In 1941, the DeShazo’s leased their farm to Mr. 
Braden and moved to San Angelo. They belonged to 
the Trinity Methodist Church, Viola taught Sunday 
School there. Later, they helped start and were charter 
members of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church. 
Viola taught Sunday School there and they had their 
golden wedding anniversary at St. Luke’s Methodist 
Church in 1962. 

Their grandchildren are Stanley and Homer 
Wallace, Mike and Louree DeShazo, and Sharon Lee 
Clements. There are thirteen great-great- 
grandchildren. Homer DeShazo passed away in 1967. 
Viola DeShazo passed away in 1986. 


by Dorothy Clements 


DICKSON, BOBBY WAYNE 
and BILLIE 


Bobby Wayne Dickson was the third son of Pat 
and Jessie Dickson of the Byrd Community. He was 
born July 11, 1931, in Mangum, Oklahoma. On 
August 20, 1949, he married Billie Dave Haines, who 
was born October 22, 1931, in Veribest. They had 
two sons: Jimmy Wayne, born October 4, 1950; and 
Ricky Pat, born November 19, 1952, both in San 
Angelo. 

Jimmy Wayne married Patricia Ann Schnaubert 
and they had one son born November 21, 1970. They 
were divorced in 1973. Jimmy Wayne married 
Katherine Fay Self, and they have two children: Ricci 
Ann born June 24, 1976; and Michael Shane born 
July 14, 1981. Jimmy Wayne is a partner in D&D 
Construction of San Angelo. 

Ricky Pat was married June 6, 1974, to Raylene 
Ramsey, and they have two children: Brandon 
Wayne, born September 23, 1975; and Lindsey Kae 
born September 11, 1980. Ricky Pat works for D&D 
Construction. Raylene owns a flower shop in Grape 
Creek Community, “Countryside Flowers.” 


Bobby and Billie farmed and helped run the dairy 
on the Dickson home farm the first year, then tried 
ranching in New Mexico. They came back to San 
Angelo, where he welded for Wendland, then moved 
to Albuquerque and Fort Worth. He worked for 
Hirschfeld Steel in San Angelo for 20 years in metal 
building prefabrication. He and Billie have moved 
to acreage at Grape Creek Community, where he 
has his own construction business. 

by Wanda Dickson 


DICKSON, BRYAN 


Bryan Dickson 


Samuel Bryan Dickson was born August 12, 1899, 
at Tolosa, Kaufman County, Texas. He is the son of 
Lewis Edwin Dickson and Mary Alta Tucker. He 
attended public schools at Tolosa and Kemp, Texas, 
and college at the University of Texas where he 
received the Bachelor of Business Administration 
Degree in 1923, then at Southern Methodist 
University where he received the Master of Arts in 
1935. He was a teacher and principal of rural schools, 
County Superintendent of Kaufman County from 
1926-1933, Deputy State Superintendent at 
Childress, Texas, for the twenty-six counties of the 
Panhandle from 1933-1935, Deputy Superintendent 
of seven East Texas counties living in Tyler from 
1935-36, and Superintendent of Schools in Marshall, 
Texas, from 1937-1940 and Superintendent in San 
Angelo, Texas, from 1940-1952. 

During his tenure as Superintendent of Schools 
in San Angelo, Bryan Dickson planned and 
supervised the construction of a junior high school 
and three elementary schools, revised the 
curriculum, and introduced the first in-service 
teacher training program. He provided telephones, 
window shades, and much needed teaching 
equipment for the schools. He retired from school 
administration July 1, 1952. 

After a short rest and some travel, he contracted 
with Kansas City Life Insurance Company. He 
became one of the company’s leading agents, 
qualifying fourteen times for the prestigious 
President’s Club of Kansas City Life and taught a 
course in life insurance selling at Angelo State 
University for three years. He was also a member of 
The Texas Leaders’ Round Table. He retired again 
in 1975. 

Bryan married Kate Allen in Stratford, Texas, 
August 12, 1924. Their children were Mary 
Catherine, Elsie Ophelia, Patricia Jeanne, and 
Elizabeth Allene. His wife died in July, 1936. On 
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June 1, 1939, he married Martha Lou Fortson in 
Marshall, Texas. She has been his helpmate and the 
mother of his children for forty-eight years. 

He was active in civic, church, and school life. 
He was a Bible school teacher, Elder in the First 
Christian Church, Life Member of PTA, member and 
president of the Rotary Club (1944), Mason, Shriner, 
member of San Angelo Chamber of Commerce, 
Nursery School Board, YMCA, Boy and Girl Scout 
Boards, United Way, Salvation Army Board, County 
School Board, City Planning Commission, and on 
numerous committees. 


DICKSON, E.P. “PAT” 
and JESSIE 


Pat & Jessie Dickson 


Elmer Pat Dickson was born October 16, 1902, 
third son of Mr. and Mrs. William Henry Dickson of 
Carter, Oklahoma. In 1920, he married Jessie Mae 
Payne, born September 17, 1904, in Berman, 
Georgia, second daughter of Mrs. Joshua Holliday 
Payne of Hamlin, Texas. Five sons were born to Pat 
and Jessie: William Howl, February 11, 1925, Carter, 
Oklahoma; Elmer Jack, October 20, 1927, Mangum, 
Oklahoma; Bobby Wayne, July 11, 1931, Mangum; 
Gene Ledell, February 6, 1935, Hamlin; Kenneth 
Don, June 16, 1936, Hamlin. 

Pat and Jessie were stock farmers. Pat was a very 
good blacksmith, taking good care of his horses and 
equipment and his neighbor’s horses. In 1938, they 
moved to a 160-acre farm near Mullins Crossing on 
the Concho River, Byrd Community, two years after 
the bad 1936 flood. They operated a dairy 1939 to 
1949. In 1945, they bought a 320-acre farm on the 
Concho River by Mullins Crossing and Park. The 
boys grew up in the dairy, farming and irrigating. 
The family enjoyed going to Byrd Baptist Church, 
and later to Veribest Baptist Church. 

Pat died November 18, 1950, at the early age of 
48 years. Jessie still had Gene and Kenneth at home 
until they married. She lived on the river farm until 
1982, then lived with Jack and Doris Dickson in San 
Angelo a year and a half, and has now lived in Park 
Plaza Nursing Center, San Angelo, for three years. 

Jessie could make the best hot rolls and fried pies. 
Her chicken soup could cure any of her boys’ cold 
or flu. She enjoyed sewing, piecing quilts, quilting, 
making quilts for sons and wives, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, each and every one. She made 
dolls and doll clothes. She always had a large garden, 
canning fruits and vegetables. She raised chickens 
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and laying hens for eggs. She was always a busy, 
loving mother. 
by Wanda Dickson 


DICKSON, ELMER JACK 
and DORIS 


Elmer Jack Dickson was born October 30, 1927, 
the second son of Pat and Jessie Dickson of Byrd 
Community, Miles, Texas. October 29, 1947, he 
married Doris Jane Wooten, born December 8, 1930, 
daughter of Furman and Tressie Wooten. Jack and 
Doris have two children: Cherry Kay, born March 
29, 1949, and Tracy Jack, born January 30, 1952. 

Cherry Kay and Dwain Nixon were married 
February 21, 1970. They had three daughters: Shay 
Diane, born April 11, 1972; Judy Carolyn, born June 
7, 1975 and died same day; Dayna Kay, born April 
13, 1977. The Nixons live in Burleson. 

Tracy married Rebecca Smith on November 29, 
1975. They have two daughters: Amber Dawn, born 
October 12, 1979; and Crystal Lin Dickson, born 
July 21, 1981. The family lives in Plainview. 

Jack and Doris farmed at Veribest, Texas, from 
1947 to 1952. They moved to Lockney where they 
farmed until 1976. They moved back to San Angelo 
where Jack operates a lawn care service. 

by Wanda Dickson 


DICKSON, GARY LYN 


Gary Lyn Dickson, son of W.H. and Wanda 
Dickson, Veribest, was born October 1, 1949 in San 
Angelo. He was married June 20, 1970, to Barbara 
Matthiesen, born February 17, 1948, in San Angelo, 
oldest daughter of Felix R. and Helen Matthiesen of 
Paint Rock. Two sons were born in San Angelo to 
this union: Darren Howl Dickson, July 2, 1975; and 
Jeremy Keith Dickson, September 14, 1977. Gary 
and Barbara were divorced. 


Gary Dickson and sons, David Wayne and Jerry B. 
Daniel 


Gary married December 24, 1987, in San Angelo, 
Jeanie Lieck, born May 2, 1946, daughter of Davis 
Lieck and Juanita Shaffer of San Antonio. She has 
two sons from a previous marriage: David Wayne 
Daniel, born April 5, 1962; and Jerry B. Daniel, born 
January 30, 1967. Jeanie has worked at Ethicon in 
San Angelo. 

Gary graduated from Angelo State University in 
1972 and taught school for five years. In 1977 he 
became a metal building contractor. He built his shop 
and home on acreage from the Wylie and Lela Pate 
farm, near Veribest. His boys attended school at 
Veribest. 

by Wanda Dickson 


DICKSON, GENE L. and 
ALMALINE “AMY” 


Gene L. Dickson was born February 6, 1935, in 
Roby, the fourth son of Pat and Jessie Dickson of 
the Byrd Community, Veribest. He was married 
March 28, 1953, in the Veribest Baptist Church to 
Almaline (““Amy’’) Frances Gallas (born September 
28, 1934). They had four children: Doyle Gene, 
Cynthia, Belinda Mae, and Pennye Lyn. 

Doyle Gene was born November 14, 1953. He 
and Debra Book (born November 18, 1953) were 
married June 21, 1975. They have two children: 
Melissa, born January 4, 1983; and an adopted son, 
Michael Lee, born September 7, 1983. They farm at 
Miles. 

Cynthia (“Cindy”) was born January 13, 1955. 
She married James Cagle in 1978 and they had two 
children: Robert Gene, born November 5, 1979; and 
Jimmy James (“J.J.””) born October 13, 1981. Cindy 
and James were divorced; she and the boys live in 
Miles. 

Belinda Mae was born April 25, 1957. She married 
Jackie Poehls (born February 12, 1956) in Miles on 
May 6, 1978. They have two children: Brooke, born 
February 8, 1985; and Justin, born March 7, 1986. 
Jackie works for Lone Star Trailer and Truck Supply, 
and the family lives in San Angelo. 

Pennye Lyn was born September 5, 1959. She first 
married Rodney Irvy and they had one son, Jarred 
Irvy, born April 30, 1983. Pennye and Rodney were 
divorced. Pennye married Brad Lehmann (born 
October 30, 1953), who is manager of San Angelo 
By-Products Company. Brad, Pennye, and Jarred live 
in San Angelo. 

by Wanda Dickson 


DICKSON, KENNETH DON 
and ALICE (SWINNEY) 


Kenneth Don Dickson was born to Elmer Pat and 
Jessie Mae Dickson in Hamblin, Texas, on June 16, 
1936. On August 12, 1967, he married Alice Marie 
Swinney, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Pate 
Swinney, born September 18, 1941. Kenneth and 
Alice adopted two brothers, Robert Kevin Dickson, 
born January 11,1970, and Shawn Patrick, born 
October 22, 1971. Both boys attended school at Wall. 
Kenneth worked on the Dickson family farm, and 
has been working for Tom Green County many years, 
driving trucks, maintainers, and other heavy duty 
equipment. He and his family live in Veribest. 

by Wanda Dickson 


DICKSON, MARSHA ANN 


Marsha Ann Dickson was born October 8, 1948, 
in San Angelo, daughter of W.H. and Wanda Dickson 
of Veribest. She married Larry Jo Bubenik (born 
September 16, 1946, son of Charlie and Lucy 
Bubenik, Veribest,) May 1966 at Wall. They had two 
children: Danny Jo, July 19, 1968, and JoAnn Marie 
Bubenik, February 5, 1970. Marsha and Larry were 
divorced in 1970. 

Marsha then married Dr. John R. Beverly, born 
December 2, 1939 in Dallas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Beverly of Gladewater, Texas. John Beverly 
adopted Danny Jo and JoAnn Marie. John has two 
sons from a previous marriage, John Dennis, born 
December 14, 1956, and Davis Russel, born 
December 27, 1960. 


Marsha Dickson and family 


Marsha is a Licensed Vocational Nurse since 1968. 
The family belongs to the Baptist Church in Franklin. 
JoAnn attended Franklin High School and Danny 
finished in 1985 and attended college. He likes 
working on the ranch. 

Dr. John R. Beverly is a professor and extension 
project leader at Texas A&M University, College 
Station. 

by Wanda Dickson 


DICKSON, MARTHA LOU 


Martha Lou Dickson, daughter of Robert Lee 
Fortson and Lillie Estelle Hix, was born August 14, 
1912, in Marshall. She is of pioneer families, 
Daughter of the American Revolution from both 
parents. She holds the Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
Baylor University and has studied further at Angelo 
State University, Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University, and the University of Wisconsin, and 
spent six years teaching high school English before 
marrying Bryan Dickson June 1, 1939. She was the 
mother of his four little girls until they grew up, 
married, and moved away; then she resumed teaching 
in San Angelo Business College, San Angelo 
College, and San Angelo High School where she 
taught for fourteen years until her retirement in 1974. 

Martha Lou Dickson held offices in the PTA, was 
president of the Massie Clubhouse Board of Trustees 
and of the City Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
president of the local chapter of American 
Association of University Women, president of the 
*32 Study Club, and a PEO. She and two other 
women were on the first Grand Jury in Tom Green 
County on which women served. When the United 
Way was initiated in Tom Green County, Martha Lou 
headed the Women’s Division. She has been a deacon 
and is an elder in the First Christian Church and 
became the first teacher of the Henson Class there 
in 1942. She is still the regular teacher of this class. 

She and her husband have traveled extensively 
and have visited the fifty states of the United States, 
the principal territories and cities of Canada, most 
of the cities and states of Mexico, Cuba, the West 
Indies, and Europe. 

She does an occasional book review, is an active 
member of the Rio Concho Manor Board, is in 


several bridge clubs. As her husband’s housekeeper, 
chauffeur, business manager, concerned visitor and 
counselor for her friends and neighbors, mother and 
grandmother, she continues to lead a busy life. 

by Wanda Dickson 


DICKSON, WILLIAM HOWL 
(W.H.) 
and WANDA (PATE) 


W. H. Dickson 


Wanda Lois (Pate) Dickson 


William Howl (W.H.) Dickson was born February 
11, 1930, in Carter, Oklahoma, the oldest son of Pat 
and Jessie Dickson of Miles. He married Wanda Lou 
Pate, born January 21, 1930, daughter of Wylie and 
Lela Pate, Veribest, on August 13, 1946, the day after 
W.H. got out of the Army, and World War II was 
over. 

Two children were born to the union: Marsha Ann, 
October 8, 1948, and Gary Lyn, October 1, 1949. 
Both were born in San Angelo while the family was 
living on the Wylie and Lela Pate farm at Veribest. 


W.H. helped work and run the Dickson family 
farm in the early summer of 1950. Pat was having 
heart attacks and asked W.H. to move back and to 
help get the crops out. His father died November 
16, 1950. This family of four continued the farming 
until 1963. In 1960 W.H. and Wanda bought 120 
acres across the Concho River, which they sold in 
1963. These years were full of hard work, also time 
for fishing, hunting and boating, which W.H. shared 
with the family. He was a fan of baseball (softball) 
all through the years, playing himself and coaching 
Little League baseball. 

Due to the droughts and flash floods in the 60’s, 
farming did not pay. The Dickson family moved from 
Concho River Farm to Mullins Crossing, back to 
Veribest, two miles south and 3/4 mile east on Old 
Paint Rock Road, now called 388. They bought 
acreage from the Wylie and Lela Pate farm, where 
W.H. built their home and shop. From 1963 to 1973, 
when he died at the young age of 48 years, he had a 
repair shop, repairing farm machinery and auto- 
mobiles, also welding. He was a very patient man 
and did his work with perfection which was his 
trademark. His skills in repair and building gave way 
to a new job at Texas A&M University Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center, located on North 
Highway 87. He was employed there until his death. 

Wanda enjoyed being a farmer’s wife, sewing and 
quilting. She always enjoys having friends and 
family over for meals, and the love of family and 
friends. 

by Wanda Dickson 


DIERSCHKE, NORMAN JOHN 


Cora and Norman Dierschke 


Norman John Dierschke was born June 6, 1916, 
in Moulton, Lavaca County. His parents were Joseph 
A. Dierschke and Martha (Lorke) Dierschke. 

Norman belonged to St. Joseph Catholic Church 
and attended school in Baursville. He moved to 
Runnels County in 1940, where he married Cora 
Anna Wilde, daughter of William H. and Anna 
(Gully) Wilde, in 1941. Cora was born August 11, 
1918, in Ballinger. Cora belonged to St. Boniface 
Catholic Church in Olfen, where the couple married 
on February 6, 1941. 

The couple moved to the Wall Community in 1942 
to pursue a farming interest. Norman and Cora have 
five sons: Kenneth (1942), who married Binnie 
Jeschke; Norman, Jr. (1943), who married Linda 
Book; Larry (1947), who married Donna Scott; 
Glenn (1950), who married Margo Edwards; and 
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Robert (1956), who married Tonya Sanford. Norman 
and Cora have 14 grandchildren. 

Norman and Cora have farmed in Tom Green, 
Schleicher, Irion, Reagan, and Glasscock counties. 
The couple are members of the St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church in Wall. 

Norman was a charter member of both the St. 
Ambrose Society and the Wall Knights of Columbus 
and has been a member of the Wall Sharpshooters 
for more than 30 years. He has been a director of the 
Tom Green County Farm Bureau since 1956. He 
organized and served as president of the Lipan Creek 
Flood Control Plan for 10 years. Norman was the 
first male president of the Wall PTA and was a 
director of the Tuberculosis Association for 13 years. 

Cora was a member of the Wall PTA and is active 
in the St. Helen’s Altar Society, as well as the Wall 
Catholic Daughters. She has been instrumental in 
the food preparation at the St. Ambrose Fall Festival 
for a number of years. 

In 1978, Norman and Cora traveled to Germany, 
from which their forebears had emigrated in the 
1800’s. On this trip, the couple visited Italy, 
Switzerland, Austria, Leichtenstein, and Ireland. 

by N.J. Dierschke 


DIERSCHKE, OTTO 


Otto Dierschke and Annie Halfmann Dierschke 


Otto Dierschke was born December 23, 1905 in 
Bethel, Runnels County. His parents, Gus H. and 
Elizabeth Wilde Dierschke, were staying with the 
W. H. Wilde family while the Dierschke home was 
being built nearby, as the Dierschke family had 
moved from Moulton. Otto and Annie Halfmann 
(born February 10, 1911 in Rowena), daughter of 
Bernard and Balbina Geistman Halfmann were 
married in St. Joseph’s Church, Rowena on August 
23, 1932. To this union were born three children: 
Dolores Dierschke married Frank A. Gully; LaVerne 
Dierschke married Robert A. Knezek; and Marvin 
Dierschke married Carmelita Schwertner, first 
marriage, and Janis Holmes Plaster, second marriage. 

Otto and Annie believed in the adage, “Go West 
Young Man, Go West” in their farming operation. 
They first lived at Rowena from 1932 to 1945. They 
moved west in January, 1945 to Wall. During the 
years Otto farmed land in Runnels, Concho, and Tom 
Green Counties. Today grandchildren carry on the 
tradition by farming in Glasscock County. 
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Otto and Annie believed that by working hard and 
sacrificing much that they could accumulate land 
holdings for the next generation to farm. While living 
at Rowena, Otto farmed at Wall and Millersview, 
leaving early in the morning and returning home late 
at night. Annie would do all of the cow milking, 
feeding the animals, caring of the garden, canning 
of vegetables, soap making, household chores, and 
care of the children. Wash day was a hard day for 
Annie with building of a fire under the washpot, 
heating the water, and carrying water to the hand 
operated machine. Then a gasoline motor machine 
was bought. All of this before electricity which came 
in 1939. 

In January, 1945 the long trips to Wall to farm 
ceased as the family moved to the Wall Community. 
Here again Otto worked from sunup to sunset with 
his farming operation, strongly believing in 
conservation practices to preserve the soil. Otto 
started building large storage barns on each of his 
farms. He was a good carpenter which he enjoyed 
doing. In 1949 he and other carpenters built the house 
that he and Annie and the family lived in for many 
years. Annie cooked the noon meal for all of the 
workers each day during the building process. 

Otto and Annie were very faithful to St. Ambrose 
Church, taking part in church festivals to raise money 
to cover church debts. Otto was instrumental in 
starting the Knights of Columbus Council in Wall, 
being the first Grand Knight in December, 1956, and 
a charter member of Wall’s Council and of Rowena’s 
Council in October, 1928. 

Otto and Annie were community minded, being 
members of the Wall PTA. Many skits were put on 
with Otto as the main character which he enjoyed. 

Years passed with Otto and Annie’s involvement 
in children’s graduations from high school, and two 
from college, marriages and grandchildren, and 
farming and community involvements. Otto passed 
away on November 5, 1978. Annie lives in the home 
that Otto built for his family long ago. 

by Dolores Gully 


DILLEY, CLARENCE W. 


“yy 


my) aon ] 


~~ 


Annie and C. W. Dilley, 1950 


Clarence William Dilley, born January 9, 1901, 
in Dallas, Texas, to John and Arizona Dilley, came 


to McKnight State Tuberculosis Hospital at 
Sanatorium, Texas (present day San Angelo Center 
at Carlsbad), in 1917 as a patient. It was determined 
that he never had the disease, but he stayed on and 
went to work as a groundskeeper. On September 1, 
1921, he married Anna Mary Indrisek. Upon his 
retirement from the ‘San’ in 1963, “Dilley” held the 
position of laundry manager. He enjoyed fishing and 
working on his and “Annie’s” farm near Grape Creek 
until his death in January of 1976. 

Anna was born January 7, 1900, in Koprivnice, 
Moravia (Czechoslovakia), and came to America in 
1912 passing through Ellis Island on her way to a 
new life in the Czech communities of the Yoakum- 
Shiner area. In the fall of 1919, she went to work in 
the Sanatorium’s dining room and soon met Dilley. 
For expediency, the paymaster shortened her 
surname of Yendrishekova to Indrisekon on her first 
paycheck. With her sewing talent, Annie became 
responsible for the hospital’s linens and nurses’ 
training uniforms; and at retirement, she was head 
seamstress. She moved from the farm and has resided 
at Rio Concho Manor in San Angelo since 1978. 

The Dilley’s only child, Annie Jeanette, was born 
January 23, 1927, in San Angelo. She was given the 
nickname Punkin’; and for several years, she was 
the only child living inside the hospital grounds. She 
began school at the Sanatorium, later attended school 
at Water Valley, and graduated from San Angelo High 
School in 1944. At the age of nineteen, Ann married 
John Howard Johnston and moved to Water Valley 
where they ranched and raised their family. 

by Susan H. Johnston 


DIXON, EDWARD D. 


Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Dixon, 50th Anniversary, 1936 


Edward D. Dixon was born August 22, 1856 at 
Nelsonville, Austin County, Texas to William Z. 
Dixon and Rebecca Landrum Dixon. They migrated 
from Alabama shortly before his birth. 

Edward’s father farmed, raised livestock, and 
owned hay hauling machinery, a sawmill, grist mill 
and cotton gin. His mother taught school. As they 
rode horseback to school, she tutored him in 
Shakespeare and the classics. Later he attended what 
is now Southwestern University at Georgetown, 
Texas. 

On March 10, 1886, Edward and Mary Lou 
Minton were married. She was born in the 
Nelsonville area, but as Edward said, “he had to wait 
for her to grow up.” 

The couple moved to Sunnyside about 1888. 
Edward built and operated what was probably the 
first large public cotton gin in Waller County.* He 
also farmed and raised livestock. 

In 1906, the Dixons sold the Sunnyside property 
and lived in Hempstead while looking for a more 
healthful climate to move to. 


Mr. F.P Elliott, a friend who moved to the San 
Angelo area, invited Edward to come for a visit. He 
arrived during cotton harvest in 1906. Mr. Hagelstein 
needed a gin operator at Wall so Edward ran his gin 
that season. 

While in Wall, Edward bought a farm four miles 
northeast of town and leased it out before going 
home. He returned to Wall and ginned cotton in 1907, 
and at Van Court in 1908. 

In 1909, the Dixon family moved to Tom Green 
County. Mr. and Mrs. Dixon’s baby son and three 
daughters rode the train. A boxcar was partitioned 
for livestock, tools and furniture. The three boys 
bunked in the boxcar and tended the animals. When 
the stock was unloaded, the boys drove them down 
Chadbourne Street which was then only a wagon 
trail. 

Adjusting to frontier life was difficult for the 
Dixons, but they were good mixers. Edward was a 
Mason and also joined Woodmen of the World. 

Mary Lou found time to help the doctor deliver 
babies and spent many days caring for the sick. 

Theirs was a Methodist family, but they took part 
in any church or community activities in progress. 

Settlers from East Texas organized what was 
called the Austin County Reunion. All looked 
forward to it as they could see old friends, meet new 
ones, and invite relatives for a visit with old 
neighbors. 

A fire destroyed the Dixon home and belongings 
in 1915. Neighbors took members of the family to 
their homes. A carpenter was hired and everyone 
helped rebuild the house. That was typical of Tom 
Green’s early settlers. 

The Dixons reared eight children, three girls - 
Juanita, Antoinette and Eddie Lou, and five boys - 
Reginald, Lee, Minton, Ernest, and Ellis B. Reginald 
married and stayed in Beaumont. The others spent 
most of their lives in or near Tom Green County. 

The children and grandchildren represent many 
occupations and usually excel in whatever they 
undertake. 

Edward and Mary Lou never achieved material 
wealth, but gave their descendants and community 
something of greater value. 

*Cotton Gins of Waller County 1825-1976. 

by E.B. Dixon 


DOLLIVER, MARTHA and 
ROGER 


Martha Kenley, born July 4, 1938, to Gordon and 
Fanelle Kenley, attended Santa Rita, Lee Junior High, 
and graduated from SAHS in 1956. She attended 
Texas Tech and was active in Kappa Alpha Theta 
and Mortar Board. After graduating in 1960, she 
returned to work for Horton, Yaggy and Kenley. 
Shortly thereafter, she met Roger Murray Dolliver 
(born September 18, 1933, in Reno, Nevada), a 
lieutenant at Goodfellow Air Force Base. He had 
graduated from Dartmouth College in 1955. They 
were married in the First Methodist Church, March 
18, 1961. They lived in California for one year, then 
returned to San Angelo, where Roger joined the 
insurance firm of HYK. Kenley Stafford was born 
November 30, 1962, Kara Elise arrived October 5, 
1964, and John Russell was born on July 15, 1967. 

The Dollivers have had many interests in the 
community. Roger has been President of Fort Concho 
Museum, Downtown Kiwanis Club and the Air Force 
Association. He served on the Symphony Board and 


Roger Dolliver 


Martha Kenley Dolliver 


the State Board of the Texas Independent Insurance 
Association. He currently serves on the San Angelo 
Fine Arts Museum Board, the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment, Texas State Bank Board and as President 
of the Robert Massie Foundation Board. He is a 
partner in Fields-Stewart-Dolliver. 

Martha has been active in the San Angelo Junior 
League, the Shannon Hospital Auxiliary, the Board 
of Rio Concho Manor, the First Methodist Church, 
and is a docent at the Fine Arts Museum. 

Kenley Dolliver grad-uated from Texas A&M in 
1986 and is associated with Kent Elliott Roofing 
Company. Elise graduated from SMU, also in 1986, 
and is employed with Arthur Young in Phoenix, 
Arizona, as a computer consultant. John attends 
Texas A&M. 

by Martha Kenley Dolliver 


DONSKY, NATHAN 


In West Texas, the name of Nathan Donsky is 
synonymous with philanthropy. 


Nathan Donsky 


Nathan, one of ten children, was born to Jacob 
and Gussie Donsky in Dallas, Texas, on June 6, 1906. 
Because of the large family and modest circum- 
stances, Nathan began selling newspapers on the 
streets of Dallas at the age of six. As he grew older, 
he spent many hours working in concessions at 
sporting events. 

After graduating from Forest High School in 1925, 
he took a secretarial course at Bradford Business 
College. His first job as a private secretary was with 
Colonel Alvin M. Owsley, retired commander of the 
American Legion, who advised him to go into the 
mercantile business. In his second job, he was 
secretary to a cotton broker. At this time, he joined a 
club, bought new clothes, played poker, and was soon 
in debt to a finance company. As a result of this 
indebtedness, he decided to go to West Texas to find 
work. 

He had managed to borrow over a thousand dollars 
from family, friends, and even the Rabbi, when he 
met a man who had lived in San Angelo, by the name 
of Abie Ray. They formed a partnership and went to 
San Angelo where they established Ray-Don 
Concessions at the baseball park. In 1928, Nathan 
bought out his partner. The following year the 
baseball league disbanded and Nathan went broke. 

He spent several years working long hours and 
sleeping in the back of dry goods stores in the oil- 
boom towns of Forsan, Texas, and Hobbs, New 
Mexico. He earned $40 per week. 

In 1930, he decided to return to Dallas and do 
secretarial work. Because his concession cushions 
were stored in San Angelo, he decided to stop by 
and check on them. He went to the home of his cousin 
Freda, Mrs. Abe Ray, who told him about a man by 
the name of Max Goren who owned a pawn shop. 
Then she told Mr. Goren that if he took Nathan in as 
a partner he would have it made. In the meantime, 
she persuaded her father to lend Nathan $500. The 
deal was made; the business became Goren and 
Donsky. 


117 


Fate again took a turn in his favor when a business 
man by the name of Leon Fine taught masonry to 
Nathan. Leon was impressed by this tall, blue-eyed, 
young man and decided to become his advisor and 
benefactor. He bought a building in downtown San 
Angelo, remodeled it, and went to a bank and 
established credit for Nathan. 

After seven years, Nathan dissolved his 
partnership with Max Goren and established 
Nathan’s Jewelers. It was a success from the day it 
opened, and today does the largest volume of 
business in West Texas. Nathan’s personality was a 
contributing factor to the store’s success and so was 
his unique method of doing business. A person could 
usually get credit in three minutes, pay no interest 
or carrying charges and receive free gift wrapping 
and free delivery. 

Nathan had been in business for one year when 
he was invited to a reception and dance in Abilene 
on January 1, 1939. Here he met a petite blue-eyed 
blonde from Fort Worth by the name of Sylvia 
Frankrich. After a whirlwind courtship, they were 
married twenty-nine days later. 

The Donskys are parents of two children. A son, 
Calman Donsky, is an attorney in Dallas, specializing 
in international law. He is married to the former 
Linda Bormaster of Houston. They have three 
children: Robin Lynn, Jeffrey Scott, and Joy Elissa. 

A daughter, Linda Lou, lives in Philadelphia with 
her surgeon husband, Dr. Allan Gold. They have one 
daughter, Elizabeth Micole. Linda holds a Master’s 
Degree in Interior Design. 

In 1940, when a watchmaker had to resign due to 
illness, Nathan promised him a job upon his return. 
When he recovered, no job was available; so Nathan 
told him to visit neighboring towns, find one he liked, 
and promised to open another store. The man chose 
Brownwood. Two weeks later, Camp Bowie was 
opened with 40,000 soldiers. 

After the war, Nathan operated six stores, but only 
the Brownwood and San Angelo stores were kept 
on a permanent basis. 

As Nathan prospered, his support to civic and 
charitable causes throughout West Texas became 
almost endless. In 1987, he sent out 1,502 gifts: gold 
rings to all newborn babies in San Angelo, gifts to 
brides registered at the store, and at Christmas time, 
gifts to firemen, policemen, etc. 

In 1940, he began a charitable undertaking 
continued to this day, which is the purchasing of 
livestock at 4-H and FFA stock shows. He has been 
a longtime Director of Boys Ranch. In 1968, he was 
Chairman of St. John’s Hospital building fund. He 
donated stoves and cold storage lockers to Meals 
for the Elderly, as well as lockers to Concho Valley 
Home for Girls. In addition, he gave physical therapy 
equipment to West Texas Rehabilitation Center, gave 
kidney machine equipment to the Children’s Center 
in Dallas, and donated a room in the new Scottish 
Rite Crippled Children’s Hospital in Dallas. 

In 1980, he celebrated his 50th year in business, 
special contributions were made to local area 
agencies and organizations. They included a new 
pickup truck for the Boy’s Ranch, a specially 
equipped bus for West Texas Rehabilitation Center, 
electronic scoreboards to some 20 area schools, and 
five sets of bleacher stands for Little League 
Baseball. 

In 1980, the Donskys made a gift of $50,000 to 
the Athletic Scholarship Endowment fund at Angelo 
State University in memory of their parents. This 
brought their total endowment fund at ASU to 
$140,000. 
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For 22 years, Nathan’s Jewelers has honored 
Angelo State University with an annual All Sports 
Banquet. Athletes and coaches are presented with 
specially inscribed gold watches. 

Nathan has been honored by the citizens of San 
Angelo many times. In 1978, he was chosen San 
Angelo Citizen of the Year; the Tom Green Junior 
Livestock Show was dedicated to him in 1983; in 
1986, the baseball field of the San Angelo Public 
Schools was named for him; on his 80th birthday, 
the Mayor of San Angelo proclaimed June 6, 1986, 
as “Nathan Donsky Day;” also, he was honored by 
Angelo State University with a special birthday 
dinner, and as a tribute, a color portrait of him was 
placed in the office of the president. 

When asked about his phenomenal success, 
Nathan is quick to give credit to others such as: help 
from his cousin Freda and from Leon Fine; credit to 
his parents for instilling in him such values as honesty 
and respect and compassion for his fellow man; credit 
to his brothers, sisters and in-laws for coming to his 
aid when he was ill or needed help with the stores; 
credit to customers who patronized him over the 
years; much credit is given to loyal employees, some 
of whom have been with him for more than 40 years; 
above all, he credits his wife for having helped in 
decision-making and for her support in all his 
endeavors. 

Nathan is a member of Concho 1260 Masonic 
Lodge and a charter member of the Suez Temple of 
San Angelo. He is a director of the Dallas Variety 
Club and a fund chairman for the Kidney Foundation 
of Texas. 

One of the chief interests in his adult life has been 
the welfare of the youth. 

Nathan’s favorite expression is, “Cast your bread 
upon the water and it shall return tenfold.” 

At 82, if asked when he plans to retire, his reply 
is, “The day I die.” 

by Maurine Robinson 


DOOLEY, HAZEL (McCOY) 


Hazel McCoy was born in Falls County near Eddy, 
Texas, on November 28, 1917. She married Roscoe 
Bythel Dooley December 17, 1949 in First Christian 
Church in San Angelo. They have two children: Esta 
Lucile (Dooley) Smith and Larry McCoy Dooley and 
seven grandchildren. 

Hazel earned a Bachelor of Science Degree from 
the University of Texas, Austin, Texas, in June, 1942. 
She moved to San Angelo to become Tom Green 
County Home Demonstration Agent September 1, 
1942. She organized and supervised 4-H and Home 
Demonstration Clubs in the county. Some of the 
achievements of club members were as follows: the 
first 4-H Dress Revue in Texas was at Foster Park in 
southwest Tom Green County as the closing session 
of the county encampment, the first Tom Green 
County representative at 4-H National Congress was 
from the Fairview Club. Stella Stanford and leaders 
accompanied club members to State Fair. A member 
of the Pulliam Club was a State Officer of their 
Homemakers Organization: Mrs. John B. (Emma 
Mae) Yancey. 

Hazel was a member of the local Nutrition 
Council, a charter member of Texas County Home 
Demonstration Agents Association, “Who’s Who” 
at State 4-H Round-Up, agent representative to first 
joint camp for 4-H girls and boys held at a lake near 
Athens, Texas, a judge for the first District “Make- 
It- Yourself-With-Wool” Contest, and judged for the 


first Concho Cookery contest. She has judged both 
contests several times since then. 

The job of homemaker was scheduled for Hazel 
following retirement in December, 1949. Other 
positions she held were: Dietary Consultant at Baptist 
Memorials Geriatric Center, Homemaking Teacher 
at Edison Junior High, Associate Extension Agent 
where she implemented the Expanded Nutrition 
Program, Dietitian for Meals for the Elderly Program 
in San Angelo where she helped to establish the 
organization. 

During World War II, Hazel was a member of Tom 
Green County Draft Board. She was a former 
member of American Association of University 
Women and first member of Exemplar Chapter Beta 
Sigma Phi in 1948. She is a member of Angelo State 
University Women’s Club and Retired Teachers 
Association in San Angelo. 

Community activities include being a 4-H leader 
ten years, president of Parent Teachers’ Association 
at Glenmore Elementary, Washington Seventh Grade 
Junior High, Edison Junior High and Central High 
Schools, and received a Life Membership from 
Edison Junior High, judged district and area 
Extension Service Community Improvement 
Contests. Hazel is a member of First Christian 
Church and was first president of the Henson Sunday 
School Class in 1946, past president of Christian 
Women’s Fellowship, former Sunday School teacher 
and handbell choir member and Superintendent of 
Vacation Bible School. 

by Hazel McCoy Dooley 


DOOLEY, PATRICK E. 


Patrick E. Dooley came to San Angelo in 1870 
with two brothers, Mike and Marten Dooley, to work 
on the railroad. They were raised on a farm in 
Emmittsburg, Iowa, and their father had died; so they 
decided to go look for their fortunes. All three 
brothers went to work for the Santa Fe as conductor, 
brakeman, and ticket agent. 

Patrick, my father, had one of the first houses built 
on Pulliam, right across from Gandy’s Creamery. The 
house was built by Bud Carpenter and still stands 
off Bell Street. It was sold after the folks passed away. 

My father and his brother Mike joined the Army 
in Tom Green County in 1898, during the Spanish 
American War. Father went to all the different 
conventions of San Angelo veterans. He kept his 
uniform all those years and was buried in it. My two 
brothers served in World War II and my two sons; 
then, later, a grandson in Viet Nam. 

My father was with the Ist Volunteer Fire 
Department in San Angelo. When the whistle blew, 
he really scooted. I think the Fire Department was 
kept at a Mr. Meers’ home on Koberlin and Malone 
Street. In those days, a fire was a real hazard, as there 
was not much to fight it with. 

My great-grandfather, Goltlied Kaiser, lived with 
us when I was small. He was born in Bern, 
Switzerland, and lived in America 40 years. He could 
understand the language but didn’t speak it. 

The first automobile I saw was Dr. Dissert’s, who 
came to see my grandfather. The horses were all 
scared to death of it. The Doctor took us for a spin 
and we felt wonderful, as we didn’t see many cars in 
1910. 

by Verona Dooley Sefcik 


DOOLEY, ROSCOE BYTHEL 


Roscoe Bythel (R.B.) Dooley was born April 22, 
1916 in Ireland, Coryell County, Texas. He came to 
San Angelo in 1948 to teach agriculture in the local 
college. He married Hazel McCoy in First Christian 
Church, December 17, 1949. They have two 
children: Esta Lucile Smith and Larry McCoy 
Dooley, and seven grandchildren. 

R.B. earned a Bachelor of Science and Master of 
Education degrees from Texas A&M College in 1939 
and 1947. He taught agriculture three years in 
Aspermont High School, Aspermont, Stonewall 
County, Texas. He was a faculty member at Texas 
A&M College before leaving to accept a position 
with San Angelo Junior College. He taught 
agriculture for thirty years (1948-1978) at Angelo 
State University. 

He received many state and local honors, including 
District and State Friend of 4-H Award, Lone Star 
Farmer of Future Farmers of America, Texas County 
Extension Agents’ “Man of the Year in Texas 
Agriculture,” Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Special 
Award for outstanding contributions to the sheep and 
goat industry, Angelo State Ex-Student association 
honored him at homecoming as retired faculty 
member of the year, Director Emeritus of San Angelo 
Stock Show and Rodeo Association for more than 
twenty-five years of service as a director, and West 
Texas A&M Club’s “Man of the Year.’’ He was 
instrumental in organizing the Professional 
Agricultural Workers’ Society and was the first 
president in 1972. 

The Block and Bridle Club of Angelo State 
University awarded him a plaque and special thanks 
for thirty years of dedicated service to students 
majoring in agriculture at the university. 

R.B. spent most of his life in public service 
working with young people. He is a member of First 
Christian Church, an Elder, past Chairman of the 
Official Board, past president of the Henson Class, 
former sponsor of Christian Youth Fellowship, 
Sunday School teacher and member of the adult 
handbell choir. He was a 4-H Adult Leader, the 
president of the Parent Teacher Association of four 
different schools: Glenmore Elementary, Washington 
seventh Grade Junior High, Edison Junior High, and 
Central High. Edison made him a life member. He 
judged District and Area Community Improvement 
Contests for the Texas Extension Service. 

R.B. maintains an active interest in the Air Force 
Reserve Officers Training Corps at Angelo State 
University, West Texas A&M Club and fishing. 

by Roscoe Dooley 


DOUANGKESONE, 
BOUNLOUANE and OUNE 


Laos was a lovely country, a land of blessing, 
riches and friendship with little or no crime or 
violence. I will always remember the day I left my 
country. I felt like I can’t go on or survive if I leave 
my home, because things around I love. It makes 
my life easy and those things are still in my mind 
until today. 

The years gone by, our family was doing very 
good. We have thirteen in family; everybody enjoys 
loving care and very good spirit. My brothers and 
sisters, almost all of us go to school in the day and 
helping my mom in the afternoon. 


Bounlouane and Oune Douangkesone and their 10 children, ages 6 to 21 on arrival day, March 26, 1980. 
Back Row L to R: LaEith, Amla, Oraphine, Sikhempheth. Front Row L to R: Malaysy, Lom Nhen, Phasouk, 
O’Loth, Oune, Bounlouane and Ekkalath. Lanoi is smallest in front of her mother. 


My dad was a captain in military, he served the 
country more than 20 years; he was very honorable, 
nice, reasonable. He made a good father for every 
one of us. Last job he had to work under cover, a 
secret operation to know movement of communists 
and direct result to armed force headquarters. He 
came to finish school in the United States twice, 
Georgia (Fort Benning), Hawaii and Okinawa (once). 

But everything was changed in 1975. The free Lao 
government had lost power to communists. This 
communist government has changed the way of 
running the country and has affected everybody’s 
life and made condition of living worse. Most 
families fell apart. They would take father of a family 
to prisoner camp; daughter and son would cross the 
border with no future hope; mother was left in the 
middle, doesn’t know what to do; one thing, she 
wanted to wait for husband to come home; another 
thing she want to go to join son and daughter in 
refugee camp in Thailand. That happens almost to 
every family, because the communists take all 
soldiers, military personnel, and whoever work for 
free Laos to prisoner camp located in mountains. 
Every 95 to 100 prisoners had died with disease, 
torture, hunger. They treat them like animals. During 
that time (1975), my dad retired and got out from 
military personnel, before everything took place. 
Civilian life did not last long for my father. 

Iremember exactly what happened that day to my 
father in 1976. Six or seven communist soldiers got 
machine guns on their hand, and threatened to kill 
my dad because they now find out he was military 
personnel before. They kicked him, they spit on him, 
and tied my dad like an animal and dragged him to 
city prison. 

I was at school and one of my cousins came over 
and told me what happened. I said to myself, Oh, 
no! Oh, no! I rushed to get home. My mother was 
crying and upset; she said to me, they threatened to 
kill my dad. I tried to be with my mom through all 
the sad time until she calmed down. I took her to 
city prison and asked to talk to communist soldiers 
there. They didn’t tell us anything and didn’t let us 
see my dad at all. We came home without hope. They 
had no justice, no law at all. All they did was kill, 


kill. I took off from school to be close to my mom 
and took the lunch and dinner to my father in prison. 
They got my dad in the city prison only three days 
and then they sent him to prisoner camp; they didn’t 
tell us anything. 

My mom and everyone of us had no hope at all to 
see my father again. But three months and 10 days 
later they let my father go with his two friends. My 
father couldn’t walk. He was very seriously ill, barely 
breathing. Without help from his two friends, who 
brought him home, my father couldn’t have survived. 
When my father got home, almost everybody could 
not recognize him, except my mother. I could not 
believe in my own eyes, how do they torture human 
beings like that. My tears started dropping inside; 
he was out of any energy, with no muscle, just flat 
skeleton. Back then he had been healthy; he weighed 
180-190 pounds. They had put him in a hole in the 
ground, with chains on his legs, and on his hands 
and arms, so that he had to lie down most of the 
time. Some days he had a little rice, and other days 
none at all. When the prisoners were ever brought 
out from “the dark hole,” many of them would have 
lost their mind. My father recovered very good, but 
he was not same person ever again; he was very 
scared. He forgot things, got nightmares almost every 
night and he never had a strong spirit again. 

And not long from the time he recovered, they 
took him again. They came and got him in my house; 
he had tears dropping; he put both knees down and 
begged them, “Please don’t take me again,”’ many 
many times. My mom heard my father say this from 
upstairs. She ran down and tried to talk to them. They 
didn’t listen to her at all. My mom started crying 
and was very upset; her body fell to the ground, and 
she cried, hitting her hand on the ground and said, 
“No, no, no, please don’t do this to us again.” A 
communist soldier tied him and kicked him like the 
first time, and dragged him to prison again. They 
put him in the city prison just for one day. On second 
day they sent him to base in town to finish learning 
about the Marx/Lenin communists. After about a 
month he got out of there. 

But he got worse. We had a family gathering and 
we talked about a lot of things; what happen to our 
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life there day by day. The communists push us back 
to corner, like my father. Someday they might kill 
him. We decide to escape by splitting the family, to 
cross the border to Thailand. First one of my brothers, 
Sikhempheth, swim cross the Mekong River border 
about a mile and half wide. We pray to God because 
the night he cross we heard a lot of machine gun 
shooting from communist soldiers trying to kill the 
people who cross the border. Two days later we heard 
from my brother. He was doing O.K. Six to seven 
months later he escaped to Thailand, and then my 
father with two brothers, O’ Loth and Phasouk, and 
two sisters, Lom Nhen and Malaysy, escaped at night. 
They had to walk a day and night to reach a boat to 
cross the Mekong River Border. It happened the same 
to my mother and one brother Ekkalath and three 
sisters, Lanoi, La Eith and Amla, six months later. 

Many people lost their lives trying to cross. My 
family tried to escape from communist for about a 
year and half or two, and then we joined hands in 
refugee camp. Once again everybody smile on our 
faces. Our family stayed in refugee camp about two 
years. United Nations and Church World Service 
were helping refugees to find a sponsor in every 
nation. One day my family was very happy. My mom 
start to cry, my dad very happy, because we heard 
we have a sponsor, St. Paul Presbyterian Church, 
San Angelo, Texas-U.S.A. I started to jump up and 
down; I say to myself, “We made it!’”” My dream 
was coming true. 

We got off from Bangkok airport in Thailand at 
8:00 p.m. March 23, 1980. The plane stopped at 
Hongkong and we spent a night there. The next day 
we flew all day to Hawaii. We spent time there six- 
seven hours, and flew to Los Angeles; and then stop 
about five hours and start flying to Dallas. Once again 
we don’t know where we are or where San Angelo 
is. Everything was so new to us, surprise things we 
never see before, just like baby opening his or her 
eyes to see the world first time. We want to see our 
sponsor as soon as possible because we were so tired. 

Next day we leave Dallas after stay night in hotel. 
When we heard we are landing in San Angelo airport, 
everyone of us were so happy. It didn’t take us long 
to get off the plane. And what we saw after we walked 
into the door is plenty of people. First thing we know 
we have to find our sponsor, because we didn’t know 
who they were, until they grab everyone of us to 
give us a hug. We so happy and excited. None of us 
twelve speak English at all but we doing very good 
because the smiles and eyes of everyone welcome 
us. 

There were about 30 people from St. Paul. They 
so very nice, lovely people, we never meet in our 
life before. Each and every member from St. Paul 
gave us a new life, new home, new opportunity, a 
dream before everyone of us. That day we will never 
forget until the day we die. What you have done for 
us, it is so nice and wonderful. We want to say thank 
you, hundred times, thousand times. That is still not 
enough to say from our hearts, because we want to 
say more and more. Since the day we landed until 
today, our family has done very good. We have our 
really good homes and good jobs. We are happy; 
brothers and sisters go to school and make good 
grades. 

Once again, thank you for what you all have done 
for us. If not for your help, where would we have 
been! We love you all, and God bless you! 

San Angelo, Texas, U.S.A. is my happy home now. 
The people are so nice and it is a wonderful place to 
live and watch our family grow. I am proud to be a 
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part of this community, and I have recently applied 
to become a citizen of the United States of America. 
I love this country! 

by Oraphine Douangkesone 


DOWTY - MASON 


Sam Seelye Dowty and Rena Mason Dowty, 60th 
Wedding Anniversary, March 1958 


Sam Seelye Dowty was born March 27, 1874 in 
Austin, Texas to Mr. and Mrs. Sam James Dowty. 
Sam first came to San Angelo in 1897 for March 
Brothers of Brownwood on a special job to mix 
molasses, a useful sweetener in pioneer kitchens. 
While in San Angelo, a friend introduced Sam to Miss 
Rena Mason. It then became habit to visit Rena 
whenever Sam was in town. Sam would send flowers 
and a note by messenger saying he would like to see 
her that evening. On one of these occasions, the 
messenger replied that Miss Mason had previous 
plans. Mr. Dowty promptly went to her home and 
proposed marriage. They were married that night, 


Dowty’s Grocery & Bakery, 1913 


April 4, 1898! After living a short time in 
Brownwood, they settled in San Angelo. 

Sam went to work for Walker-Smith Co., a 
wholesale grocery house. In 1903, Sam bought 
interest in Hatcher-Weber Grocery and Bakery from 
George Weber. In 1910, he bought the remaining 
interest from C.A. Hatcher. The old wooden 
building was sold to Clint Johnson for $400.00 and 
moved. Sam then built a brick building in its place, 
which is the present site of Tindall-Thieman 
menswear on W. Beauregard. Sam retired in 1932. 

Sam Dowty was a Woodman of the World and a 
deacon of the First Presbyterian Church for many 
years. He served as City Commissioner from 1912 
to 1914 and again in 1940 to 1946. Sam was a man 
of high, honorable character, and a man always of 
his word. 

Rena Mason Dowty, his wife, was a woman to 
be loved and admired. She was the daughter of 
Frank and Katherine Mason, an old Kentucky 
family, who came to Texas and settled in San Angelo 
in 1888. Rena and her family were among the 
earliest members of the First Presbyterian Church 
and always attended faithfully. Rena was also a 
charter member of the Pocahontas Chapter of the 
DAR. Among her many loves were bridge, poetry, 
and lovely hats. 

Sam and Rena had two daughters, Mary 
Catherine (Caggie) and Helen Virginia. Caggie 
married Herman Hesse and their sons were Jack 
and Sam. Sam married Barbara Stephens and their 
children were Karen and Stephen. Stephen married 
Gretchen Steib and their sons are Curt and Sam. 

Helen married Robert M. Jackson and had a son 
Robert Jackson, Jr. He married Ashley Laughlin and 
their children are Benjamin, Jessica, Holly and Ann 
Margaret. 

Also, raised in the Dowty family circle was 
Rena’s niece, Katherine (Kate) Holloway Stowe. 
She was Rena’s sister, Manie’s child, who died 
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The late C. A. Hatcher, left, was a partner of Sam Dowty, the dapper mustached proprietor at the right in 
this store from 1903 to 1910. They carried a stock worth about $1,500. Then bacon was “side meat” and a 
string that pierced it enabled easy handling. Bacon sold for 6-7¢ a lb., ham for 15¢, eggs 10¢ a dozen and 
butter at 25¢. In the background, on the left is C. A. Rosen, a baker, Bob Keating, a baker’s helper and Cecil 


Jackson, a delivery boy. 


when Kate was seven. Kate married Cecil E. Wilson 
and their children were Linda and Holly. Linda 
married Larry Lee and had one daughter Tanya. 
Holly married Gene P. Keeney and their children are 
Krispin, Fran and Rebecca. 

by Holly Keeney 


DRGAC, WALTER JOSEF and 
ANNA (LANGER) 


W.J. Drgac, the son of Josef D. and Annie 
(Sebesta) Drgac, was born on October 14, 1892, at 
Snook, Texas. Being the oldest of thirteen children, 
he had to take over as a leader to help his parents 
and the rest of the children to make a living at an 
early age, therefore limiting his number of school 
days and his education. However, he was brilliant, 
bright, and quick to learn, and was called upon by 
his teacher to help in teaching his class. He grew up 
in the Snook and Cooks Point communities, in 
Burleson County, farming with his parents. 
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Walter J. Drgac and Annie Mary (Langer) Dreac 


On November 21, 1915, he married Anna Langer. 
They moved to Caldwell, where he went to work for 
the Parkhill Grocery Store for a number of years, 
and then moved back on the farm. They were blessed 
with nine children: Evelyn, Marvin, Dorothy, Viola, 
W.C., Albert, Hubert, Clarice and J.D. 

In January, 1936, they moved to Tom Green 
County and settled on the John Simecek farm at Wall, 
Texas. Shortly thereafter, a terrible tragedy struck 
the W.J. Drgac family. Our oldest brother, Marvin, 
became sick, and on January 21, he wrote his last 
letter to his Aunt Ella Luksa and said he did not feel 
well. He passed away on February 13, at age 16. 
Forty-six days later, we lost our mother; she passed 
away on March 29, age 39 years. We also lost our 
crop to the 1936 flood. We stayed on the Simecek 
farm until 1947, when our Daddy bought a farm at 
Veribest, where we farmed, operated a dairy, and also 
stock farmed. On September 5, 1952, our brother 
Albert got killed in a plane crash dusting cotton in 
Slaton, Texas. Our brother, W.C., passed away on 
March 28, 1986, in Craig, Colorado. 
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Walter Drgac Family - 1945 


Back row: Evelyn, Dorothy Kokes, and Albert. Front row: J. D., Viola (Krupala), Clarice and W. C. 


Our daddy was very active in community affairs. 
He was a charter member of the Cooks Point 
Brethren Church, and here in Tom Green County, 
he helped organize the R.V.O.S. Local Lodge #25, 
for which he was a secretary-treasurer for 35 years, 
until his death. He also helped in organizing the 


S.PJ.S.T. Local Lodge 160, serving many years as 
an officer of that lodge. Our daddy passed away on 
September 3, 1971, at age 78, and was laid to rest in 
Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens. 

by Dorothy (Drgac) Kokes 


DROLL, WILLIAM C. 


William Droll Family 


William C. Droll was born November 24, 1895, 
in Decatur, Illinois. On November 16, 1920, he 
married Freda Maria Lucy Glass in St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Rowena, Runnels County, Texas. 
She was born January 20, 1899, near Ballinger, 
Runnels County. They farmed in the Rowena area 
where all of their seven children were born. Their 
children are: Harvey (married Sedonia Multer), Carl 
who died 1943, Lucille (married Norbert Halfmann), 
Ethel (married Presley Weishuhn), Dorothy (married 
Eugene Hirt), Jean (married Bernard Hirt), and 
William Joseph (married Wanda Atkins). They have 
28 grandchildren, 36 great-grandchildren and 1 great- 
great-grandchild. 

In 1942, they moved to Eola, Concho County. 
They farmed land in Concho and Tom Green County 
until they retired in 1962 and moved to San Angelo. 


After retirement, they belonged to Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church where their grandson, Father Larry 
Droll is the pastor. William was a member of Knights 
of Columbus and Sierra Club. A favorite hobby of 
William’s before his death, March 22, 1978, was 
going to the auction sale at Producer’s Livestock 
Auction Barn. There he spent many hours visiting 
with J.A. Debus of Wall Community. Freda was a 
member of the Catholic Altar Society. She now 
spends many hours enjoying arts and crafts, doing 
her housework, crocheting, sewing her clothes, and 
visiting with family and friends. Freda is now 88 
years old and a great inspiration to her family. 
William’s parents were the late Joseph and Amelia 
Droll. Joseph was born July 4, 1865 and Amelia was 
born in 1864 and died July 16, 1900. Joseph then 
married Francisca Hoffman who was born December 
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14, 1872. Because of his health problems, Joseph 
moved his family to Rowena when William was 
fourteen years old. 

Freda’s parents were William Glass, who was 
born November 1, 1866 in Schoenau, Texas, Austin 
County and Lucy Maria Hoelscher, who was born 
March 25, 1865, in Ellinger, Texas, Fayette County. 
Lucy and William were married November 16, 1886 
in Westphalia, Texas. William and Lucy Glass were 
the first Catholic family to move to Runnels County. 
They came in October, 1893, and settled in the Valley 
Creek area. Later, the bought a farm in Olfen, 
Runnels County. It was from this farm that the St. 
Boniface Catholic Church property is taken. It is not 
known when the land (25 acres) was acquired, but 
the deed was recorded in Ballinger on December 21, 
1901. 

by Ethel and JoAnn Weishuhn 


DUGGAN, CAPTAIN EDMUND 


Ed Duggan 


Edmund Duggan was born September 19, 1840, 
to Thomas Hinds Duggan and Elizabeth Duggan in 
Travis County. His family settled permanently in 
Guadalupe County in 1846 and Edmund attended 
school in Seguin, also one term, September, 1856 in 
a school at Chapel Hill, Washington County. 

In May, 1861 he enlisted in Co. D, furnishing his 
own horse and revolver. Company D became a part 
of the Fourth regiment of Texas Volunteers in Hood’s 
Brigade. He fought in the battles at Seven Pines, 
Antietam, second battle of Bull Run and Lookout 
Mountain. At the close of the war, he had the rank of 
Captain and was called Captain Duggan the rest of 
his life. 

After the war, he returned to Prairie Lee and 
opened a general store. That venture didn’t last long 
and he returned home to help his father salvage what 
could be saved from the ravages of the Civil War. 
His father died on December 26, 1865, without a 
will. Some of the land, 4,605 acres, sold for ten cents 
an acre; another tract of 1,476 acres sold for twenty- 
one cents. His wife and five children were left to 
cope with the ashes of a man’s dream destroyed by 
his dedication to a cause. 

On November 21, 1867, Edmund married Julia 
E. CoorPender, daughter of Dr. Lewis and M. M. 
CoorPender. She was born November 5, 1845, in 
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Jackson, Mississippi. They farmed and raised stock 
for 10 years in Guadalupe County. 

In 1877, they moved to Austin where he was a 
bookkeeper in the State Treasurer’s Department. In 
1881 he resigned his position and moved to Tom 
Green County where he engaged in sheep ranching 
south of San Angelo. 

In 1888, Edmund was elected County and District 
Clerk. He served in that capacity for 20 years. 

Edmund and Julia had two children born in 
Guadalupe County: Thomas Jefferson Duggan was 
born August 20, 1868, and died May 29, 1899 in 
San Angelo. Edmund Duggan III was born February 
12, 1875. He was listed as a student in San Angelo 
Public Schools in the 8th grade in 1890. He was a 
veteran of the Spanish American War. On April 17, 
1906, he married Julia May Riggs. He died suddenly 
of a heart attack on August 24, 1907. No issue. 

The Duggans were instrumental in the 
organization of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church in 
the mid 1880’s. 

Edmund died April 22, 1911, in San Angelo and 
was buried beside his two sons in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

Julia died March 16, 1929. On Christmas Eve, 
1929, the first service was held in the new Episcopal 
Church building, and three beautiful stained glass 
windows were dedicated “To the Memory of Mrs. 
Edmund Duggan by Her Loving Friends.” 

Julia left $1,000.00 to each of her and Edmund’s 
brothers and sisters. Since not one of them was living, 
the money was given to their children. 

(Alic Duggan Gracy gave Marie Triplett Foster 
permission to excerpt the above information from 
pages 114-121 of her copyrighted book (1978) 
Thomas Hinds Duggan.) 


DUKE FAMILY 


Alfredo and Tiodosa Duke in 1945 


According to 1840 Republic records, V. 
Hernandez is unconfirmed. But Victoriano 
Hernandez and his wife, Nicomedes, were farming 
in El Paso County in 1860. 

Founder of Big Bend historical Alamo Ranch, 
Hernandez received a Presidio County land grant 
from Governor John Ireland July 2, 1880. Presidio 
history relates stories of the Alamo Ranch bandidos 
attack and the tragic outcome. Families described 
the agony they lived: 

“Estanislada Duke strained her voice screaming 
against the dusty air, ‘come finish the rest of us, you 


despicable devils! You killed an old man and a child 
because the women were too tough for you! Come 
finish off the rest, or I will come after you! By God, 
I will, you sons of Brujas!’ - as she fell on the ground 
holding the lifeless body of her son (ten years).” 

“Five two, with dark hair, green eyes and the rosy 
white complexion full Spaniards are born with. Her 
small form did not hamper her ability to pick up her 
fallen child and carried him, running out the door, to 
show the evil doers what they had done.” 

“Dust and tears burned her eyes as sounds of 
horses and gunfire faded into the darkness. Her 
husband and the Texas Rangers found her there.” 

The old man (her father Victoriano) was injured. 
When he recuperated, he built a chapel over the grave 
of his grandson, Oscar Duke. 

In 1903, Victoriano, 75 years old, drowned in a 
flooded trench after sudden rains hit the ranch. In 
grief and shock, Nicomedes died afterwards. They 
were buried beside their grandson. 

Their daughter Estanislada (one of several 
children) married Francis (Frank) Duke, according 
to the 1870 census. Frank Duke was born in 
Kentucky, 1832, to early colony English families. 
He served as Presidio County Justice of Peace and 
Tax Assessor, 1880-1885. He died in 1902 at Shafter, 
Texas. 

Estanislada related to her grandsons, James Deck, 
Jr. and David Duke, her early childhood memories 
in a French/Spanish settlement, and spending several 
days with her siblings and guardian on a boat 
surrounded by waters, on the way to meet their 
parents who had gone ahead to a new settlement, 
about 1860. 

The Duke’s only daughter, Rose, married James 
Deck, Texas Ranger and Deputy U.S. Marshall, 
1885. Sons included Francis (Frank), Jr., born May, 
1880, who married Fausta Hernandez, daughter of 
Tiofilo Hernandez, and Carmen Caballero 
Hernandez. The Hernandez and Pablo Caballero 
families spent several months on the Chihuahua Trail 
before settling down at Marfa, Texas. 

Frank and Fausta Duke, according to Presidio 
County census 1910, included sons: David, 6 years, 
and Alfredo, 4 (my father). A daughter, Eliza, was 
born in 1912. Frank Duke worked as a miner, Deputy 
Sheriff and Saloon Keeper, before leaving for 
California, 1914, vanishing. 

Fausta and her children came to Tom Green 
County in 1926. 

by Rose Duke 


DUKE, ALFREDO and ELIZA 


Alfredo and Eliza arrived in San Angelo with their 
mother, Fausta, December 24, 1926. Their older 
brother, David (born July 24, 1904 at Shafter) had 
married a Presidio County girl, Guadalupe Lujan, 
June 16, 1925. They lived at Miles, where their 
children Irene, Lydia, David, Jr., Eliza-Alice, and 
Amelia, were born. Mrs. Duke died March 14, 
1939, and David, with the children, moved to 
Knickerbocker, where he bought eight acres of land, 
including a small rock house where the family lived 
several years. Later David moved to Big Spring. 

On July 24, 1949, he married Letha Fay Kersey. 
They raised Amelia, who was six months of age when 
her mother died. The other children were raised by 
Uncle Alfredo, Aunt Tiodosa, Aunt Eliza and 
Grandmother Fausta. 


Fausta H. Duke and grandchildren: Lydia, Eliza- 
Alice, Irene and David II 


Eliza married Felix Perez, a Knickerbockeran 
born, and with their children Ernest, Harry and 
Elma, resided at Knickerbocker several years. They 
moved to San Angelo, and after a divorce, Eliza 
married Florencio Ortegon. They had two children, 
Manuel and Josephine. All live in San Angelo. 

Alfredo, born January 5, 1907, at Shafter, married 
Tiodosa Tarin (Knickerbocker-born March 31, 1917) 
on December 8, 1934. The newlyweds lived at Miles, 
where Alfredo enjoyed several seasons playing 
baseball with Mereta teams. He was active in 
organizing Mexican Fiestas. During his single years, 
he bought an RCA victrola. Whenever a band was 
not available, he would load the victrola into a wagon 
and friends would sit on it until they reached their 
destination. Late in 1938, Knickerbocker became 
their permanent home where they raised seven 
children: Rose, Alfred, Jr., Amanda, Isabell, Oscar 
Joe, Manuel, and Flora Ann. 

Tiodosa died April 5, 1954, five days after giving 
birth to her youngest son, Francisco (Frank), who 
was raised by Aunt Eliza Ortegon. 

Alfredo held several jobs on ranches and for WPA. 
He was a carpenter, a sheep-shearing captain several 
years, and a plumber with J.P. Bollinger. He helped 
set the foundation to Angelo State University (San 
Angelo College). A widower, he became full time 
mother and father to his children and several nieces 
and nephews. 

He suffered the loss of two sons, Alfred, 20 and 
Manuel, 17; two sons-in-law, Captain Albert Tijerina 
(Vietnam) and Ramon Garcia; and a granddaughter. 
After suffering two strokes, he taught himself to talk 
and walk. 

In 1978, his daughter, Isabell, died at the age of 
32. On September 7, 1979, Alfredo H. Duke entered 
eternal life with the Lord and is buried at the 
Knickerbocker Catholic Cemetery with his wife and 
children. 

In 1987, the youngest daughter, Flora, and her 
family still reside in the family homestead. 

by Rose M. Duke 


CHILDREN OF ALFREDO H. 
DUKE 


Alfredo H. Duke’s children are Amanda, Isabell, 
Flora, Rose, Oscar and Frank. 

Captain Albert Anthony Tijerina was born July 
25, 1943. He accomplished many achievements from 
Junior High to High School to Texas A&M 


Back row: Amanda, Isabell, Rose and Flora. Front row: Oscar, Alfredo (Dad), and Frank in 1975. 


University, where he served as head drum major for 
the Aggie Band, and after completing the ROTC 
program he entered the U.S. Air Force as a second 
Lieutenant. Captain Tijerina died March 1, 1971, 
when the CH53 helicopter he was piloting over Laos 
(Vietnam) crashed. 

In July of 1985, a new dormitory at Goodfellow 
Air Force Base was dedicated “Tijerina Hall” in 
honor of Captain Albert Tijerina. 

The Tyerina children, Albert II, Debra, and Joseph 
Michael, all entered Texas A&M University after 
graduating from San Angelo Central. Amanda 
Tijerina is a teacher in the Christoval school system. 

Isabell is the widow of Ramon Subia Garcia. 
Ramon Garcia and Albert Tijerina shared a birthdate 
—July 25, 1943. They both attended Christoval High 
School. A carpenter in San Angelo, Garcia was killed 
in an automobile crash at Mathis Field on the way 
home from work, October 6, 1971. He was also 
survived by three children: Rachel Patricia Adella 
(Della) and Edward Ray. Rachel died August 6, 1976, 
at the age of ten. 

After a brief marriage, 23 months, Isabell died 
December 25, 1978, leaving an infant daughter who 
went with her father to Arizona. 

Della and Edward were raised by their aunt, Flora 
(Duke), and uncle, Sam Hernandez. Della graduated 
in 1986 from Christoval and Edward graduated in 
1987, after helping the Christoval Cougars reach state 
title competition. A freshman at Howard Payne 
University, Edward is a member of the Junior varsity 
and the varsity Yellow Jackets Football Team. 

Flora, a Christoval school graduate and insurance 
secretary, and Sam Hernandez (Lake View graduate 
and Goodyear employee) have three sons: Manuel 
Jason, Samuel Mark (both Christoval school 
students), and Jamie Lee, 16 months. 

Oscar Joe and Armandina (Montalvo), both 
Christoval High graduates, have three children: Sara 
Yvonne, Oscar II and Alfred Joe. Sara graduated from 
Christoval High in May, 1987, and has completed 
basic training in the U.S. Army. Young Oscar and 
Alfred Joe are students at Christoval schools. Oscar 
Joe has been employed many years by Keyno Well 
Service. 

Frank and Mary Lou (Acevedo) have two sons: 
John Mark and Frank II, both students in San Angelo 
public schools. Frank, a graduate of Central High 
School, is employed by Terrill Manufacturing 
Company. 


Rose had one son, Leo Manuel. Leo died April 
18, 1985, at the age of 17. 
The patriarch of this Duke family, Alfredo H. 
Duke, died September 7, 1979. 
by Rose M. Duke 


DUKE, DAVID, JR. 
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Left to right, Tiodosa, David Jr. and Irene Duke 


David Junior was the only son and one of five 
children born to David and Guadalupe (Lupe Lujan) 
Duke. 

They lived at Miles, Texas, where Lupe Duke died 
in 1939. Afterwards, David, Sr. moved to 
Knickerbocker, where he bought property, while his 
mother, brother Alfredo and sister-in-law Tiodosa, 
helped with the children: Young David, Irene, Lydia, 
Eliza-Alice and Amelia. Later the family moved to 
Big Spring, where the children started to school. 
Irene stayed in San Angelo with her Aunt Eliza. 

Lydia married at an early age, and young David, 
Eliza and Amelia went back to Knickerbocker with 
Uncle Alfredo and Aunt Tiodosa. They went to 
school on the hill for a while. 

Later young Eliza and Amelia went to live with 
Grandmother Duke in San Angelo, but David, Jr. 
remained with Uncle Alfredo, whom he loved and 
respected as a father and best friend. His Aunt 
Tiodosa was the only mother he recalls. 

From Uncle Alfredo he learned carpentry work, 
fence mending and ranch work as together they 
worked for Kenneth Brown and Wilbur Carr Brown. 

In 1949, David married Mary Rosario Morales, 
daughter of Romulo and Alvina (Flores) Morales. 
They raised five children: Mary Guadalupe, Rita, 
Lydia, David III and Alfredo Daniel (Danny). 
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Among other jobs, David worked six years at the 
XQZ and thirteen at the North Concho Ranch before 
returning to live at Knickerbocker and building a 
house on the property his Dad had bought in the 
1930’s. 

David worked for Ben L. Keyes twenty years and 
continued working for the new owners when the 
place was sold, until the oil crunch caused early 
retirements and layoffs. 

Mary worked at Ethicon and retired from Levi 
Strauss. 

A daughter and the two sons have built houses 
around the old homestead, and grandchildren keep 
the grandparents occupied. 

David is teaching his grandsons country life as he 
learned it from his Uncle Alfredo. 

by Rose T. Duke 


DUKE, ROSE and 
ERNESTINE TORRES 


Leo Manuel Duke 


Ernestine Torres and I share pride and respect for 
a great-grandmother (Mama Alvina) who was here 
when women were seen, not heard, striving for 
equality. Neither of us inherited her amorous 
conquest powers, but a streak of ambition and 
determination, sprinkled by faith, swirls within. 

Losing my own mother in my teens, I vowed never 
to marry, to spare my children the painful loss fate 
bestowed me. Ten years later I found myself facing 
an abusive conjugal life of raising a child alone. 

My son, Leo Manuel, born September 4, 1967 in 
San Angelo, and I were never deprived of family 
caring love nor good friends — from Cub Scouts and 
Little League years to members of Sacred Heart 
Cathedral, where he attended school, served as altar 
boy (Acolyte) and usher. I served in the choir and as 
Parish council representative. Together we worked 
with the Guadalupanos Society and parish festival. 
Leo served as sergeant-at-arms in the 1984 summer 
bowling leagues. We both bowled in several leagues 
from 1982 to 1985. 

A graduate of Angelo Catholic Jr. High, he was a 
Senior at Central High, a three years VICA member 
and had recently been chosen to serve on the Teen 
Court Jury when he died at seventeen, April 18, 1985. 
Among memorials given by his classmates and 
teachers at Central, the auto mechanics tool 
department was named the “Leo Duke Room.” My 
loss compares to the war veteran minus several limbs. 
There’s insignificance for life with a streak of 


124 


determination not to burden others with personal 
conflicts. 

I completed a writing course (Writer’s Digest 
School) in late 1986, became a Texas Nightwriter 
member and resumed involvement in genealogical 
historical research and church volunteer work. 
Several years I have worked Precinct 3 voting polls 
(with LaVaughn Cole) and recently learned Mama 
Alvina was the first Hispanic woman to vote at 
Knickerbocker. 

Ernestine Morales Torres, daughter of Herbert and 
Eva (Morales) Torres and great-granddaughter of 
Alvina Alarcon Morales, has been serving the 
Knickerbocker Voting Precinct as election judge 
since 1985. She became not only the first Hispanic 
to hold this position, but in fact the first female. 

Ernestine’s unselfish zeal for sharing life 
consumes her time. In her third year as Immaculate 
Conception Parish Council president, she coordinates 
the instruction of religion classes; and the annual 
church festival, under her leadership, has become a 
community festival day, with Catholics and non- 
Catholics sharing attendance and work. 

A GTE employee since 1969, she participates in 
civic promotions such as United Way fund drives 
and style shows. She is currently a member of the 
San Angelo Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, GTE’s Political Action Club, and also serves 
on the board of the Knickerbocker Community 
Center, Inc. She also stays busy helping organize 
personal family reunions. 

She owns her own property in Knickerbocker and 
remains close to her family, where she helps raise a 
nephew or two and helps care for her 87-year-old 
grandfather, Romulo Morales. 

Through whatever fate flings in our path, there 
remains a sharing of admiration for a girl born in 
1866 who dared exercise a little liberation for her 
Hispanic-American future generations. (see Roots 
at Knickerbocker). 

by Rose T. Duke 


DUNCAN, LYNN 


I, Sammie Lynn Duncan, was born June 30, 1965, 
in Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts, Hamden County, 
the son of Sammie J. and Nancy F. Duncan. I came 
to San Angelo in September, 1965. I attended Lake 
View High School and T.S.T.I. in Sweetwater. While 
in high school, I was a member of the District- 
winning 1982 LakeView Chief’s football team. 
During the summers, I played on several little league 
baseball teams and later, the sophomore league 
baseball teams, when our team went to the Texas 
State playoffs for two consecutive years. 

My paternal grandparents are Sam Jeff and Ella 
(Sawyers) Duncan of Coke County, and my maternal 
grandparents are Ervin “Bud” and Pauline (Burton) 
Fulkerson of Maud, Oklahoma. 

On June 15, 1985, I married Tammy Lynn Barkis, 
the daughter of Pete Kenneth Barkis and Edna 
(Poirier) Smith. Tammy was a member of Lake View 
Chiefettes, Student Council and Vocational Office 
Education. Her paternal grandparents are Pete Frank 
and Addie Rose (Sideman) Barkis. Her maternal 
grandparents are Rudolph and Eva Eugenie (Charest) 
Poirier. 

I work as an auto mechanic and I also play music 
in a country western band. Tammy works as a 
secretary and enjoys arts and crafts. 

We have a son, Clayton Leddy, born December 2, 
1987. 


Tammy and [J are proud to be a part of Tom Green 
County’s history. 
by Lynn Duncan 


DUNCAN, SAM JEFF 


Sam Jeff Duncan was born July 31, 1890, in a 
tent in Seymour, Texas. He was the oldest son of 
Peter Jeff Duncan and Ara Vitella Splawn, early 
pioneers of Wood County, Texas. His paternal 
grandparents were Silas and Elizabeth Duncan, and 
his maternal grandparents were Samuel Nelson 
Splawn and wife, Sarah Ann (Coker) Splawn, all 
early residents of Wood County, Texas. He moved 
with his parents to Reid, Oklahoma in 1901, then to 
Miles, Texas, in 1903, and to Edith, Texas in Coke 
County, in 1905. He lived in Coke County most of 
his life until 1969 when he moved to San Angelo, 
Texas. He died October 24, 1969, at Shannon 
Hospital in San Angelo. 

When his family moved from Oklahoma to Texas, 
he rode bareback on a horse and drove a herd of 
cattle. The rest of his family rode in a wagon. 

At Edith, Texas, Sam and most of his brothers and 
sisters attended Paint Rock and Green Mountain 
schools. He was a good athlete and was known for 
his baseball pitching ability. He excelled as a goat 
roper, as this was one of his favorite hobbies. 

Sam Jeff Duncan married December 20, 1911, to 
Ella Sawyers, the daughter of Jefferson Mitchell 
Sawyers and Georgia Ann Brown. Ella was born in 
Llano, Texas, September 1, 1894. Her family moved 
from Llano to Fisher County about 1896 and to Coke 
County in 1900. Her paternal grandparents were 
Jacob Mitchell and America Clark. Her maternal 
grandparents were James Short Brown and Susan 
Ann Childress of Leon County, Texas. Ella Sawyers 
Duncan has been a resident of Coke County for over 
80 years. After the death of her husband in 1969, 
Ella moved to San Angelo. Later she moved to 
Corpus Christi and then in 1973 moved back to 
Robert Lee, Texas, where she has been a resident of 
the Robert Lee Nursing Home since 1973. She is 
now 92 years old. 

Sam and Ella Duncan were the parents of two 
children. The oldest is Helen Lucile Duncan, born 
April 14, 1920, at Edith, Texas. Helen is a resident 
of the San Angelo Development Center. Their only 
son is Sammie J. Duncan, born December 14, 1938, 
in San Angelo, Texas. 

Sam and Ella Duncan were farmers in Coke 
County, but during some of the early drought years, 
they moved away in order to make a living. Picking 
cotton was sometimes the only means to survive. 
Some years they went to Childress and Cottle County 
to pick cotton but always returned home to Coke 
County to live. 

Sam and Ella were members of the Pecan Baptist 
Church, near Edith. Sam Jeff Duncan is buried in 
the Paint Creek Cemetery ten miles west of Robert 
Lee. 

Sam’s paternal great grandparents were Robert 
and Elizabeth Duncan of Jackson County, Alabama. 
His maternal great grandparents were Stephen C. 
Splawn and Amanda Jane Stone; and James S. Coker 
and Mary E. Shane of Smith County, Texas. 

by Sammie J. Duncan 


DUNCAN, SAMMIE J. 


I, Sammie Joe Duncan, was born December 14, 
1938, in San Angelo, the son of Sam Jeff Duncan 
and Ella (Sawyers) Duncan of Edith, Coke County. 
I was raised in the Edith community and attended 
the Green Mountain school through the fifth grade. 
I graduated from Robert Lee High School in 1957 
and from Southern College of Commerce in Fort 
Worth in October, of 1957. 

I worked for Wards and Sears as a radio-television 
technician until September of 1961, when I joined 
the Air Force for four years. After returning to civilian 
life, I worked again at Sears Service from 1966 to 
1972, when I transferred to Corpus Christi as an 
assistant service manager for Sears. In 1976, I 
transferred back to Sears in San Angelo to work as a 
salesman. In March of 1981, I went to work for GTE 
as an equipment repair technician. I am now a 
switching technician for GTE. 

My paternal grandparents were Peter Jeff Duncan 
and wife, Ara Vitella (Splawn) Duncan and my 
maternal grandparents were Jeff Mitchell Sawyers 
and wife, Georgia Ann (Brown) Sawyers. All were 
residents of Coke County. 

I married August 30, 1958 in Crane, Texas, my 
high school sweetheart, Nancy Marie Fulkerson, the 
daughter of Ervin “Bud’’ Fulkerson and Helen 
Pauline (Burton) Fulkerson. Nancy was born 
February 3, 1939 in Stroud, Oklahoma. Her family 
came to Coke County in 1955. Nancy and I have 
lived in San Angelo since 1958, with exception of 
the four years I spent in the Air Force and the four 
years lived in Corpus Christi. Nancy worked for the 
Credit Bureau for a few years but mostly was a 
housewife until 1976 when she went to work in the 
cafeteria for the San Angelo Independent School 
District. She is now a cafeteria manager for a Junior 
High School. 

We have two children, REGINA “Jeannie” KAY, 
born February 26, 1963, and SAMMIE LYNN 
DUNCAN born June 30, 1965. Both children were 
born at Westover Air Force Base in Chicopee Falls, 
Mass. Both children grew up in San Angelo and both 
graduated from Lake View High School. Jeannie 
married James Howard Lemley on January 19, 1985. 
They have one daughter, Jamie Kay Lemley, born 
December 31, 1985. Sammie Lynn Duncan married 
Tammy Lynn Barkis June 15, 1985. 

Nancy and I have always been actively involved 
with our children and their sports, band, and church 
activities. All my family belong to the Calvary 
Baptist Church. Nancy is a Sunday school teacher 
and active member and past president of the 
Women’s Missionary Union. Nancy has been a Girl 
Scout Leader and a coach for girls Little Miss 
Kickball League. She is active in the San Angelo 
Food Service Association and has served as President 
of that organization. 

Some of the organizations that I have been actively 
involved in are: Treasurer, President of Southside 
Little Miss Kickball League, player-agent for Little 
League baseball, coach for PeeWee Football, 
member and Board member of the American 
Federation of Musicians Local 361, Committee 
Chairman for Tom Green County Junior Livestock 
Show, member, Treasurer and past president of the 
San Angelo Genealogical Society, member of A.M. 
Local 72, an annual participant in the Tom Green 
County Pecan Show, annual participant in the Fiesta 
del Concho fiddling contest, band leader for the 


Country Kings of San Angelo, and real estate 
investment and rental properties. 

Ihave been a musician since I was about 12 years 
old, when I got my first guitar. I later started playing 
fiddle and have played with several different bands 
from the San Angelo area during the past thirty years. 
In 1977, Lorganized my own Country band and called 
them the Country Kings. We play for parties, dances, 
weddings, nursing homes, and other social events. 
Music has been very important to me in my life and 
Ihave made many friends in the music business. My 
son, Lynn, plays bass guitar with me, so we enjoy 
music together as a family. 

Life is never a dull moment with my family as we 
seem to always be busy. We are proud to be in San 
Angelo, Texas and to be a small part of Tom Green 
County’s history. 


by Sammie J. Duncan 


DUNN, ROBBIE LEE 
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Robbie Lee (Davis) Dunn 
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Robbie Lee (Davis) Dunn was born March 23, 
1912 in Robinson County Texas. She was the second 
of 9 children born to Robert (Rob) and Pearlie Davis. 
She had 6 sisters and 2 brothers. She grew up ona 
farm. The farm life was all they knew; so they were 
happy. They were always loved and disciplined 
(when needed) and there was always plenty to eat. 
She and her sisters and brothers learned to work at 
an early age. One of Robbie Lee’s chores was to 
feed and care for the farm animals. She developed a 
love of animals and could see the beauty in them. 

She grew up in a Christian home. Church was their 
only form of entertainment. In those days Sunday 
School was as important as public schools. Robbie’s 
mother was song leader of the choir so they were in 
attendance at most of the church activities. When 
she was a teenager, they moved to Hearne, Texas. 
She lived there until she married Frank Turner in 
1932 and moved to Mumford, Texas. They had two 
daughters - Alpearl and Robbie Faye. Her first 
husband preceded her in death. 

In 1941 she married Lenton Dunn (deceased 1973) 
and moved to San Angelo. Two children were born 
to this union - Kenneth Dunn and Ella Mae (Dunn) 
Levine. 

Robbie Lee and her family united with Greater 
St. Paul A.M.E. Church where she is still an active 
member. 


Robbie Lee worked very hard in an attempt to give 
her four children a good Christian life. She was active 
in the community as well as her church. She was a 
member of the PTA, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 
She was a member of the Rosary Reading and Art 
club for 35 years. In 1962 she was given an award 
by the Club for “Member of the Year.’”’ She is a 
member of the Eastern Star and the NAACP. Robbie 
Lee was blessed with a natural public speaking 
ability. She learned to recite poetry from memory at 
the age of four years. Over the years, she has spoken 
on various occasions at every Black church in San 
Angelo and for civic and social club functions. She 
has collected many poems and readings. She has 
recited poems on the local television several times. 

Robbie Lee’s hobby is traveling. She has traveled 
from coast to coast, all over the United States and 
made several trips to Old Mexico. In August, 1987 
she attended her family reunion in Los Angeles, 
California. This was quite an excitable and 
memorable occasion as she visited with relatives and 
friends whom she had not seen in over 50 years. 

Robbie Lee says, “If I could live my life over, I 
would want it to be the same; I am very proud of my 
children and their accomplishments. I have lived in 
San Angelo for 46 years and I love it here. The people 
are friendly and most of all I like San Angelo for the 
sunshine.” 

by Alpearl Jones 


DUSEK, HENRY EMIL 
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Daniel (standing), Dennis, Mildred and Henry Dusek 


In 1897, Henry’s grandfather Frank Dusek 
bought three thousand acres of land in Concho 
County. Henry’s parents were Vinc Dusek and Mary 
Ripple. 

Henry was born July 7, 1909 in Lowake, Texas. 
While studying the violin at the Chicago Academy 
of Music he met Mildred Klapka, born January 13, 
1911, a native of Chicago, Illinois, majoring in 
piano and organ. She was the organist of the Hubbard 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, a position she held 
for a period of ten years. She was also a student at 
the American Academy of Art. 

They were married on September 29, 1934. Their 
son Daniel was born January 20, 1937, and Dennis 
on April 19, 1938. 

After living in Chicago five years, they moved to 
San Angelo. Henry taught the violin, viola, cello 
and guitar and was Concert Master of the San 
Angelo Symphony. His hobby, violin making and 
repair, was a convenience for the many school 
orchestras and symphony players. His handcrafted 
violins are featured in “Violin Makers of the United 
States” - Wenberg “Fret Magazine” of California. 
He owns many fine violins as well as his Dusek 
creations. 
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In San Angelo, Mildred became the organist of 
the United Presbyterian Church. She taught piano 
and organ for forty years. Her students accompanied 
school chorale groups, orchestras and held organ 
positions in many San Angelo churches. Many of 
her students earned music degrees in universities. 

The Dusek sons were educated in San Angelo 
schools, studied piano and violin; played in the 
school orchestras and in the symphony. 

Daniel received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biology from Southwestern University - 
Georgetown, Texas. Also, a Bachelor of Divinity 
from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
Summer field work was in Hospital Chaplaincy and 
Pastoral counseling at the Institute of Religion at 
the Texas Medical Center in Houston, Texas. He 
assisted as Student Minister in his home church - 
United Presbyterian Church. 

Daniel earned a teaching credential from 
University of Houston and was head of the Science 
Department in the Alta Loma High School. 

He married Clare Lynn Arnold of Houston. Clare 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree from 
Southwestern University and a Master of Arts from 
the University of Houston. They live near 
Sacramento, California. 

Their children are Dennis born June 16, 1970, 
Lauren born November 15, 1976. 

Dennis earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Psychology from Southwestern University - 
Georgetown, Texas. Also, a Bachelor of Divinity 
from McCormick Seminary in Chicago, Illinois. He 
was ordained in the United Presbyterian Church, 
San Angelo under the pastorate of Dr. Jack Stotts. 
He earned a Master of Divinity and Doctor of the 
Science of Theology from the San Francisco 
Seminary in San Anselmo, California. He was 
commissioned to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in 1981 and 1985. 

With his interest in religious music, he composed 
seven cantatas, one musical play, one symphony 
chorale, four string quartets, many hymns, anthems, 
and organ music. His “God’s Revolution’’ was 
selected to be the Bicentennial Hymn of the United 
Presbyterian Church in 1976. 

He is presently serving his fourth pastorate in 
Woodburn, Oregon. Previous pastorates were 
Drayton Plains, Michigan, Oakland and Sacramento, 
California. He was exchange pastor to the Cranhill 
Presbyterian Church in Glasgow, Scotland. 

Dennis married Rebecca Jenkinson of London, 
Ohio. She received a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Otterbein College in Westerville, Ohio, and a Master 
of Christian Education from McCormick Seminary, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Their children are: Jason born March 1, 1968; 
Jessica born October 22, 1969. 

by Henry Emil Dusek 


DUSEK, LUCILE (SCHUCH) 


Lucile Schuch, the second daughter of Henry J. 
Schuch and his wife, Wilhelmina (Mina) Nee 
Hartmann, was born September 14, 1898. She was 
married to John J. Dusek on January 29, 1922. John 
was born June 22, 1898. John owned and operated a 
farm east of San Angelo, but he and Lucile made 
their home in town. This union was blessed with two 
children. Lucile died June 29, 1929. After her death 
John moved to the farm. He remarried. John served 
as county committee man for Agriculture 
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Lucile Schuch Dusek 


Stabilization and Conservation Unit, and was 
Director of the Lowake Co-op Gin. He died May 
11, 1964. 

Their children are: 1) Dr. Edwin Ralph Dusek, 
born December 30, 1924; married August 15, 1952 
to Mary Armstrong, born February 19, 1928. Two 
children. 2) Infant son Dusek, born and died July 6, 
1926. 

by Lucille Dusek 


DYESS - FORBES 


Mary and Bob Dyess 


Bob Dyess was the brother of Rachel (Dyess) 
Johnson. He was a bachelor. He owned 200 acres of 
land southwest of Veribest, Texas, on the Mereta 
Road. He was a big man, about 6’8” with huge hands 
and wrists. His spinster sister Mary and his widowed 
sister Mattie made their home with him on the farm. 

In 1927, he asked his nephew, Jeff Johnson, and 
wife, Una, parents of Cecil, Claude, Clayton, and 
Clydia, to come to farm his land and care for him 
and his sisters. Bob Dyess had come to Veribest about 
1919. 

Bob owned a Buick but couldn’t drive; so Jeff, 
Una, or the children (as they got old enough to drive) 


took him to the barber shop for a shave and haircut 
each Saturday. He bought their groceries at Modern 
Way. 

Mary Dyess was 6’3” and slender. She had back 
trouble and bent over at the waist when she walked. 

Mattie (Dyess) Forbes lost her husband and two 
babies. She was 6’ 1”. She was the cook most of the 
time. They both wore their long, grey, straight hair 
on top of the head. They only washed their hair three 
or four times a year. Now we know why they never 
went anywhere! 

Each one had a rocking chair and snuff can. They 
had a radio, a dirt tank that had a few goldfish in it, 
carbide lights and iron, and running water. 

Mattie always had sugar cookies just in case their 
great niece, Clydia Johnson (Prosise) came. Clydia 
walked over to see them most every afternoon. Other 
nieces were Ethelbert Sims and Claire Mel Johnson. 
Other nephews besides Cecil, Claude, and Clayton 
were B.R. Weatherford and Arvel Johnson. 

They had a bathroom, on the screened-in back 
porch, but no sink. They had two pecan trees, a black 
walnut, a chinaberry, several peach, four mesquite, 
and a wild plum tree. They had flowers but no grass. 
The fenced yard was kept clean and neat, even the 
chicken house! They had a storm cellar. They didn’t 
use it much, but did store their home-canned food in 
it. They led a quiet and simple life. They didn’t have 
the “no time”’ pressure that the typical American 
families of the 80’s feel. 

by Clydia J. Prosise 


DYESS, JOHN T. 


John Thomas Dyess was born November 7, 1863 
at Macon, Georgia, being the fifth of nine children 
born to Mary Beard and Robert E. Dyess. In 1886 
the family moved by covered wagon to Moody, 
Texas. John married Lizzie Jane Barksdale (born 
March 20, 1873 in Atlanta, Georgia) on November 
7, 1895 and they had five children. Effie, born 
November 6, 1896, married Beauford Weatherford. 
Effie died in 1957 of leukemia. The second daughter, 
Belle, born October 5, 1898, married Robert W. 
Boyd. She resides in Lovington, New Mexico. A son, 
Robert Lee, born July 15, 1900, married Beatrice 
Bridges. Robert died in 1927 in an oil field accident 
near Big Lake. A third daughter, Onie, born August 
23, 1902, married J.H. Sims. She died in 1984. John 
Thomas II was born December 20, 1905. He married 
Katherine Holt and lived near Sweetwater until his 
death in a hunting accident in 1961. 

Because of Lizzie Jane’s tuberculosis, John and 
Lizzie and the five children moved from Moody to 
Tom Green County in the Spring of 1907. They 
purchased a farm and sent the children to school at 
Mullin (now Veribest). After Lizzie Jane’s death 
March 1, 1911, John never remarried but lived with 
the three daughters and their families until his death 
October 26, 1945. They are both buried at Mullin 
Cemetery. 

by Ruth Weatherford 


DYKES, J.I. 


They came to West Texas as bride and groom. 
Joseph Ivory Dykes and Ernestine Aurora Henderson 
were married on Labor Day, September 1, 1924 in 
Wichita Falls, Texas. A few days later, the young 
couple traveled over a one-lane, bumpy, unpaved 
road in a Model T Ford and arrived in San Angelo, 


where he would continue a teaching career in the 
San Angelo school system. 

“Tkey,” as he was known to many friends and 
associates, was a football coach for several years and 
the mathematics teacher from 1924-1948 at San 
Angelo High School at its former location on North 
Oakes Street. During this time, he came to know 
many fine young West Texans both on the playing 
field and in the classroom. The relationship with the 
school system continued when he helped found the 
Concho Educators’ Federal Credit Union, serving as 
its first secretary-treasurer for many years. 


~ 


JI, Dykes 1890-1970 


Ernestine Dykes 1890-1970 


J.I. was a veteran of World War I, serving in 
Communications with the United States Army 
behind the front lines in the Black Forest area of 
Germany. He was a graduate of Trinity University 
(then located in Waxahachie, Texas), a member of 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and Church of Christ. 

Born January 9, 1890, in Rollo, Missouri, J.I. was 
one of five children of Jacob Hiram and Margaret 
Frances (Dickey) Dykes. He moved with his family 
to Ellis County, Texas, and grew up on a farm near 


Waxahachie. He passed away January 3, 1970, in 
San Angelo. 

Ernestine, also one of five children, was born in 
Comanche, Texas, the daughter of Green Alsfred and 
Estelle (Long) Henderson, on September 30, 1904. 
She grew up in the small East Texas town of Jewett. 
Most of her years in San Angelo have been spent as 
a homemaker, enjoying needle arts, church work, 
the Parent-Teacher Association and she was a charter 
member of Las Hermanas Study Club. She has 
resided in the home at 1619 Rio Grande for the past 
fifty years, and has been a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, College and Irving, for sixty- 
three years. 

Children of J.I. and Ernestine Dykes are Ester 
Claire, who is married to Eric E. Behrend of San 
Angelo; Laura Frances, who is married to James E. 
O’Neal of Huntsville, Alabama; and Birdie Lee, who 
is married to Robert O. Stevenson of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 

by Ester Behrend 


EARLY, DR. THOMAS PETER 


Dr. Thomas Peter Early was born in 1844 in 
Marshall County, Mississippi, the son of Francis 
Smith Early and Cathryn Louisa Parham. He had an 
older sister, Frances. Their father died in 1846 in 
Galveston, returning from the Mexican War. Mrs. 
Early married in Washington County November 6, 
1849, James R. Hines. Several children were born 
of this second marriage. Young Thomas Peter was 
educated in Brenham schools. In 1861 he enlisted 
as a private on the Beauregard Cavalry, 23rd Brigade, 
from Washington County and served until the end 
of the war. In 1870 he took his medical degree from 
what was then called Louisiana Medical College, 
now Tulane University School of Medicine. 

He married Mary Scott Reeding in Bastrop County 
January 19, 1871. Her parents, William Reeding and 
Margaret Elizabeth Williamson, had come from 
Tennessee. The Earlys moved to Bellville in 1878, 
to Temple in 1883. In 1885 the family arrived in San 
Angelo and bought property in the Miles addition. 
Dr. Early practiced medicine for four years until last 
illness. He died October 3, 1890. The Knights of 
Pythias conducted his funeral at the old city 
cemetery; later his remains were transferred to 
Fairmount. 

There were two daughters, Scottie and Edgar Poe, 
and two sons, William F. and Thomas P. Mrs. Early 
and her daughter Miss Scottie Early ran a boarding 
house for many years at the corner of Beauregard 
and Koenigheim. She died in February 1938. 

Edgar Poe married Lee Holland in 1903; she died 
in Dallas after 1949. Their son was J. Early Holland. 

Miss Scottie Early died in San Angelo December 
22, 1938. 

Thomas P. Early, Jr., married Mary Lea Harrell. 
They had a daughter, Scottie Lea, who married 
Randolph Wall. Thomas P. died in Anthony, New 
Mexico in 1965 and is buried in San Angelo. 

William Frank died in Fort Worth July 23, 1916, 
and is buried in San Angelo. 

by Bettie Varner 


EARNEST, DORA PIERCE 
THOMPSON 


Dora Pierce was born to Mr.and Mrs. J.W. Pierce 
on July 3, 1860. Dora had two brothers, R.W. (Bob) 


Dora (Pierce) Earnest, first wife of Harve Earnest 


and Charlie. Also one sister, Stella (Hargis); and a 
half-sister, Annie Lee (Edmiston). Dora Harden 
(Henderson) became a step-sister when Mrs. Harden 
married J.W. Pierce after the deaths of Mrs. J.W. 
Pierce and of Reverend Harden. 

Dora Pierce’s first husband was Mike Thompson. 

Her brother, Bob, was born in Cherokee County 
in 1859. He came to West Texas in 1876, became a 
trail driver and made seven trips up the trail with 
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Cowboys on the G and OH Ranch in Concho County 
1880's. Left to right (standing): John Hargis, Bob 
Pierce. Left to right (seated): Frank Hargis, Ben 
Davis 
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cattle. He became foreman of the great Concho Cattle 
Company, also known as the U and OH in 1882, 
where he worked for about ten years. The Concho 
Cattle Company claimed free range in Concho, 
Coleman, Runnels, and Tom Green counties. From 
that ranch he made several drives to Nebraska and 
the Dakotas. He then came back to Old Mexico and 
bought 30,000 head of Terrazaz cattle at one time, 
shipped them to the Dakotas and moved them to 
Chicago after wintering them. 

While working for the Concho Cattle Company, 
Bob sent for his two sisters to join him. Dora Pierce 
Thompson was a widow at this time. Bob met them 
at Baird and they journeyed to Coleman, where they 
spent the night. Then on into Paint Rock the next 
day, after crossing a swollen creek. 

One of the cowboys working for Bob Pierce was 
Harve Blackburn Earnest. Harve and Dora Pierce 
Thompson were married and later came to Water 
Valley in 1896, along with Tom Dolan, a friend. 


Headstone of Dora (Pierce) Earnest, first wife of 
Harve Earnest 


Dora Earnest died November 19, 1898 and was 
buried in a small cemetery on privately owned land 
that was to become the Water Valley Cemetery. Harve 
erected a monument and built a fence of native rock 
around her grave, carefully tending it. He kept her 
pictures wrapped in one of his monogrammed silk 
handkerchiefs. Harve left Water Valley for a time 
but returned in 1906 to become a builder of the town, 
donating land for the school, a church, streets, and 
other needs. 

Bob Pierce died in Eden, Texas in February of 
1936 at the age of 77 years in the home of his sister, 
Stella Hargis. He was buried outside the stone wall 
beside his other sister, Dora Pierce Earnest, at Water 
Valley, Texas. 

Stella married John Hargis of Eden. 

Dora Harden and John F. Henderson were married 
December 18, 1895. They operated a grocery store 
in Coleman for many years and had ranching 
interests. 

Annie Lee married Ott Edmiston. They had a 
grocery store at Wall, Texas, and he worked for the 
county for many years. 

by Mary Lou McBride and Thomas 
and JoAn Earnest 
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EARNEST, GERALD 
EDWARD 


Gerald Edward Earnest 1940-1981 


Gerald Edward Earnest was born November 11, 
1940 in Water Valley, Texas, the third son of Jude 
and Erman Earnest. He grew up in Water Valley, 
attending school there. 

Gerald was mechanically minded and understood 
the inner workings of motors. At the age of eleven 
years, he and a young friend, Dewey Bannister, built 
a miniature working model of a water well drilling 
rig. A Standard-Times reporter came out and did an 
article and picture on their accomplishment. 

In 1958 Gerald enlisted in the U.S. Army and was 
stationed in Germany after receiving basic training. 
He participated in the airlift to Berlin, West Germany, 


Children of Gerald & Donna Earnest 
Front row L to R: Jimmy Joe, Billy Lynn. Standing: 
Debbie Lee Earnest 


when all roads and railways were blocked. After 
being discharged in 1962, he returned to San Angelo. 

Gerald and Donna Nell Engle were married 
August 12, 1962 in San Angelo in the home of her 
grandmother, Mrs. Ada Engle at 102 East 16th Street. 

Gerald and Donna Earnest both worked at the State 
Hospital at Carlsbad from 1966 to 1968, when they 
transferred to the Big Spring State Hospital. Gerald 
was the maintenance supervisor and Donna was in 
the nursing department. She later became a registered 
nurse. 

Their three children are Jimmy Joe, born June 22, 
1964 in Jal, New Mexico; Debbie Lee, born April 
28, 1966 in San Angelo; and Billy Lynn, born January 
16, 1968 in Big Spring. 

Gerald died August 23, 1981 in Big Spring and is 
buried in the Water Valley Cemetery. Donna married 
Ronnie Gray and now lives in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. 

by Thomas and JoAn Earnest 


EARNEST, HARVE 
BLACKBURN 


Harve B. Earnest, ca. 1890 


Harve Blackburn Earnest was born in Palo Pinto 
County, on Sunday Creek, in April of 1860. He was 
the son of James Frank and Mary Malissa Eddleman 
Earnest. When the Civil War called the men to serve, 
they moved their families to a more settled district, 
Bosque County, that summer. This pioneer woman 
died while her children were still small. 

When Harve was 13, he ran away from home with 
a cousin, Dave Earnest. They worked on a farm at 
Trickham for Jack Flood until they got a job on a 
ranch as cooks for $20.00 a month. Ranch 
headquarters were on Bull Creek with the nearest 
post office at Brownwood. He loved to tell this story 
of Dave’s joke: Someone had brought a couple of 
hound pups to camp. Dave named these pups “Soap” 
and “Water”. One day someone complainingly 
asked, “Have these dishes been washed?” In all 
seriousness, Dave replied, “Just as clean as Soap and 
Water can make them!” 

In 1876, the boys came to Fort Concho. Dave 
moved on to what is now Sterling County and 
established a ranch on Lacy Creek while Harve went 
to work for Henry Forbes skinning buffalo. “We 


often saw 700 or 800 head of buffalo in a herd. 
Sometimes we skinned as high as 40 a day. Prices 
ranged from $1 for bull hides down to 25¢ for calf 
hides.” Harve’s skinning knife remains in the Earnest 
family today. The 6-inch steel blade knife has the 
original bone handle, worn thin by use. 

When buffalo began getting scarce, he started 
riding with the Texas Rangers doing camp work, 
although he never became a member of that famous 
law-enforcement agency. 

In 1882, he went to work for the Concho Cattle 
Company which claimed range in Concho, Coleman, 
Runnels, and Tom Green Counties. This company 
was formerly the U and OH Ranch. Harve met Dora 
Pierce Thompson, the sister of Bob Pierce, the wagon 
boss of the ranch. They married and in 1896 moved 
with Tom Dolan to Water Valley, Texas. Dora died 
in July of 1898, and was buried in the Water Valley 
Cemetery. 

The 1900 flood drowned so many cattle, Harve 
went elsewhere looking for another job. He worked 
with the Hoof and Mouth Disease program for two 
years, then settled in Stiles, Texas, in what is now 
Reagan County. In 1903, Harve helped organize the 
County of Reagan out of Tom Green County... . 

“.. .when there were not enough men residing in 
that county to form a Petit Jury.” 

In 1906, Harve, with Julian G. Cooper, returned 
to Water Valley. They built a wagon yard and livery 
stable with a second story for living quarters. This 
building housed the Water Valley Telephone 
Company they established that same year. 

They also bought the Vogg Survey and set aside 
25 acres for the Earnest and Cooper addition to Water 
Valley. Lots readily sold for $100.00. They donated 
the land for the streets. 

At this time they began a small ranching business. 

In 1908, Harve installed the telephone exchange 
in Seminole, Texas. 

Harve and Luella Nelson were married July 9, 
1909. They had two children, Mary Lou (McBride) 
and Julian Nelson Earnest. 

Harve and Luella continued with the telephone 
exchange and ranching business after buying the 
Cooper share of the property. 

In 1913, Harve Earnest and Julian Cooper donated 
the land to build a new school. Harve served on the 
Board of Trustees of the Water Valley Independent 
School District. 

He died at home May 30, 1951, at 91 years of 
age. Luella died December 19, 1967, at 90 years of 
age. Both are buried in the Water Valley Cemetery. 

The family is continuing the ranching business 
begun over 80 years ago. 

by Mary Lou McBride 


EARNEST, MRS. HARVE B. 
(LUELLA NELSON) 


Luella Nelson was born at Clayton, in Panola 
County on October 29, 1877. She was the daughter 
of Joseph H. and Amanda Melvina (Davis) Nelson. 
She visited Water Valley in 1896 and in 1903 she 
came to stay. In 1906 she went to work for the Water 
Valley Telephone Company, and later married one 
of the partners, Harve Blackburn Earnest, on July 
9, 1909. 

“When I first came to Water Valley we had only 
one public building. It served as a church, school, 
and dancehall. Our first telephone switchboard was 
the first switchboard of the San Angelo Telephone 
Company.” 


Luella (Nelson) Earnest, 1961 Retirement party, 83 


years old 


Earnest and Cooper put in all the wiring 
themselves, using horses and wagon to carry the 
poles. Some of the lines were on top of fenceposts. 

Small town switchboard operators are always up 
to date. “I always knew everything that was going 
on, but I couldn’t very well talk about it.”’ 

A weatherbeaten frame building on Water Valley’s 
main street served as the telephone office from 1915 
to 1961. It still remains on Earnest property. The 
caller first turned a handle on the phone, then picked 
up the receiver. The handle rang a bell in the office, 
alerting the operator, who answered, took the number 
and made the connection. 

Often Water Valleyans didn’t bother with numbers. 
“Sometimes, kids out here will just call and say ‘Mrs. 
Earnest, please ring Mama.’ “T always got them taken 
care of right away.” The sign over the switchboard 
said, “A soft answer turns away wrath.” 

In June, 1961, after 56 years of switchboarding 
the tiny but independent telephone company, Luella 
Earnest hung up and retired at 83 years of age. 

She enjoyed being with people and they loved her. 
In recognition of her years of service to the 
community, a party honoring her was held June 25, 
1961, at the Methodist Church. 

This poem was specially written by Laura Neill 
and dedicated to her: 


To Our Dear Friend 


In a cottage by the highway 

Set ‘round with posies bright, 
Sits our genial “Hello Lady” 
Every morning, noon, and night. 


Sometimes she saw the shadows, 
Which touched our lives, pass by. 
She always shared our happiness- 
That, no one can deny. 


Fifty years and five she sat 
and rang our numbers all. 
Now she’s going to retire 
And will no longer call. 


Our numbers - be it rings two or more 
She's earned her willing hands a rest. 

So we wish her “Happy Days” ahead 

and from each of us “God Bless.” 


Luella and Harve had two children: Mary Lou 
and Julian Nelson Earnest. Mary Lou married Walter 
McBride and Julian married Mary Erman Tedder. 


Harve died in 1951. Luella passed away at the age 
of 90 on December 19, 1967. They are both buried 
in the Water Valley Cemetery. In the family plot with 
a stone fence around it lies Dora Pierce Earnest, the 
first wife of Harve Earnest, who died in 1898. 

by Mary Lou Earnest McBride 


EARNEST, JULIAN NELSON 
and MARY ERMAN (TEDDER) 


Julian N. and Mary Erman (Tedder) Earnest 


Julian Nelson “Jude” Earnest was born June 24, 
1914 at Water Valley, Texas. His parents were Harve 
B. and Luella (Nelson) Earnest, early settlers of the 
Water Valley area. He had an older sister Mary Lou 
(McBride). Jude received his education in the Water 
Valley school. He assisted his parents in their 
business of the Water Valley Telephone Company 
and ranching. 

Jude and Mary Erman Tedder were married on 
September 13, 1933. Jude and Erman had three sons: 
Thomas Harve of San Angelo, born December 4, 
1934; Julian Nelson, Jr. of Nashville, Tennessee, born 
May 27, 1937; and Gerald Edward, born November 
11, 1940, and died August 23, 1981 in Big Spring, 
Texas. 


a 


Children of J. N. and Erman Earnest 
L to R: J. Nelson, Jr, Gerald and Thomas Earnest 


Jude was mechanically minded and had a good 
eye for building and carpentering. He opened a 
garage on the highway at Water Valley in 1930. Jude 
drove the school bus and had the Divide run after 
they consolidated with the Water Valley Independent 
School District. He made several trips to Carlsbad 
Caverns with the school bus loaded with school kids 
and their sponsors. 

When he built their home in 1946, he added a 
garage that he worked out of, later adding a large 
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metal garage building. He serviced automobiles, 
trucks, farm, and oilfield equipment. 

When oil exploration picked up around Water 
Valley and the oil field was discovered in 1948, Jude 
worked for Duncan Drilling Company, out of Big 
Spring, as a pumper and with an oil field pulling 
unit. 

Though plagued with health problems, he 
continued working as much as he could until a back 
injury forced him to retire in 1970 to doing simple 
jobs out of his shop at home. 

Jude passed away on May 30, 1972 in Water Valley 
at the age of 58 years and is buried in the Water Valley 
Cemetery. 

Mary Erman (Tedder) Earnest was born May 4, 
1915 in Denton County, the daughter of Thomas R. 
and Stella (Lawson) Tedder. She attended school at 
Carlsbad, Texas from 1927 to 1930, and received 
her GED certificate in 1972. Erman worked at the 
TB Sanatorium in 1930-1933. She took nursing 
courses at Shannon Hospital and received her cap 
and pin as an LVN in 1970. Her work included 
Shannon Hospital from 1970-1971 and in 1975; 
Carlsbad Center from 1971-1972; and Parkview 
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, from 1973-1974. 
She has done private duty nursing for several years. 

Her hobbies are ceramics, painting with oil and 
water color, and music. She presently lives at 
Christian Village and is an RSVP member. She 
attends the Johnson Street Church of Christ. 

Erman was one of the charter members of the 
Water Valley Church of Christ in 1939. She has six 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

by Thomas and JoAn Earnest 


EARNEST, JULIAN 
NELSON, JR. 


Julian Nelson Earnest, Jr. - 1956 


Julian Nelson, Jr. was born in Water Valley, Tom 
Green County, Texas, on May 27, 1937. He was the 
second son of Julian Nelson “Jude”? and Erman 
(Tedder) Earnest. Julian Nelson, Jr. attended grade 
school at Water Valley, and graduated from San 
Angelo High School in 1956. 

In December of 1956, he enlisted in the Air Force, 
and received his Basic Training at Lackland AFB in 
San Antonio, Texas. Julian was sent to Sheppard AFB 
in Wichita Falls, Texas for Technical School. From 
there he went to Stewart AFB in Smyrna, Tennessee. 
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While in Tennessee he met Mary Sue Markin. 
They were married on February 28, 1959. Julian was 
honorably discharged from the Air Force in 
December of 1960. 


Left to right, Thomas, J. Nelson, Jr, Gerald, and 
Julian N. Earnest, Sr, 1967 


He then went to work for Thompson and Green 
Machinery Company, the Middle Tennessee 
Caterpillar Dealer. 

Julian and Sue had two children: Mary Ruth and 
Julian Mark. They all reside in Nashville, Tennessee. 

by Julian Nelson Earnest, Jr. 


EARNEST, THOMAS HARVE 


I was born December 3, 1934, the first son of 
Julian Nelson “Jude”? and Mary Erman (Tedder) 
Earnest. My grandparents, Harve and Luella Earnest 
were early settlers of the Water Valley area and I 
was born in the same room my father was born in at 
Water Valley, Texas. I have two younger brothers, 
Julian Nelson, Jr., and Gerald Edward (deceased). 

T attended Water Valley schools. My last two years 
were at San Angelo High School where I graduated 
in 1952. I worked on an old “Spudder’”’ oil well 
drilling rig at the Water Valley Oil Field. 


as *- A 
Thomas and JoAn (McDonald) Earnest - 1952 


In 1953, Betty JoAn McDonald and I were married 
in San Angelo. She is the daughter of Charley and 
Pearl McDonald. Our son, Tommy, Jr., was born in 
1955 at the old Shannon Hospital. 

In 1948, when I was 14 years old, my parents gave 
me a much wanted short wave radio for Christmas 
and I never fell out of love with radio and related 
electronics. It became my life’s work. In 1957, I went 
to work for Pan American Petroleum Corporation 
on a seismograph crew, and we lived in several 


different West Texas and South Texas towns, finally 
being transferred to Louisiana. 

I took several correspondence courses on Radio 
and Electronics and read everything I could get my 
hands on forecasting the future fields in electronics. 
In 1962, I went to Port Arthur College, taking 
electronic courses and working as an announcer and 
engineer on their radio station. I was then hired by 
Lockheed in 1963 to work at NASA in Clear Lake 
City. There I constructed ‘black boxes’ of electronics 
that went into the testing programs on the space 
capsules. 

When my application to build an FM radio station 
in San Angelo was approved by the FCC in 1965, 
we returned to San Angelo to make our home here 
once again. At that time FM broadcasting was a 
relatively new field. Christmas Eve, 1965, KSJT-FM 
radio station went on the air with good listening 
music and then changed to Spanish Language in 
1967. KSJT-FM was the second FM radio station to 
be constructed in San Angelo. 

We sold KSJT-FM to Leroy Gloger of Houston, 
Texas, owner of KGKL-AM, in 1978 and it became 
KGKL-FM in San Angelo. 


‘ 
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KSJT-FM Radio Station - 1970 located on FM Road 
2105. An original photo taken by Thomas Harve 


Earnest. 


With a partner, Richard Whitworth of San Angelo, 
we built and he managed KRCT-FM in Ozona, Texas 
in 1976. It was sold to Foster Broadcasting in 1981. 

In 1982, I built two cable TV systems in Sterling 
City and in Mertzon. 

I have been an Amateur Radio Operator with the 
call letters WSUFO since 1951. When severe weather 
is in Tom Green and surrounding counties, area ham 
operators activate a weather watch, reporting to the 
San Angelo weather bureau. 

JoAn and I are members of the Colorado and 
Jackson Streets Church of Christ, where I serve as a 
Deacon and she works with the sixth grade Bible 
Class. 

by Thomas Harve Earnest 


EARNEST, MRS. THOMAS 
HARVE (BETTY 
JOAN McDONALD) 


I was born March 3, 1934, in the heart of the 
Depression years in Stonewall County, Aspermont, 
Texas where we lived on a farm. My parents are 
Charley (deceased) and Pearl (Springer) McDonald, 
and I was the fifth of eight children. 

In 1937 we moved back to San Angelo to Del 
Mar Addition in southwest San Angelo near where 
the high-rise dorms are now located. 

I started first grade at the newly constructed 
McGill Elementary, a WPA project, and graduated 
from San Angelo Junior High School in 1949. My 


1954 Christmas picture of JoAn (McDonald) Earnest, with her sister, Billie (McDonald) Lane, and 


McDonald brothers. Front row, L to R: Mike, Corkey, JoAn Earnest, and Billie Lane. Back row, L to R: 


Pat, Bobby, and Charles McDonald 


mother had taught me how to sew and I had made a 
pretty white dress to wear to the graduation. Because 
of the Polio epidemic, no public gatherings were 
allowed, so we did not get to have our graduation 
services. After school was out for the summer, 
students went individually to the school office on 
Magdalen to pick up their diplomas. 

It was a scary time with so many of our classmates 
and adults contracting polio. It was thought a virus 
caused it but it was not known how it spread. The 
hospitals were over crowded with beds out into the 
hallways. A spinal tap was done to verify the disease. 
Many thought the spinal tap caused more paralysis 
than the virus. The mechanical iron lung that helped 
breathing from paralyzed lung muscles saved some, 
but there were not many available to San Angeloans. 
We did everything from boiling drinking water to 
peeling the skin off tomatoes. In 1954 all the school 
children were given the Salk vaccine in a massive 
effort to stop the disease. 

While finishing high school, I worked part-time 
at the S.H. Kress variety store at 109 South 
Chadbourne. I graduated in 1952 and started 
immediately on a secretarial course at San Angelo 
Business College, completing that in 1953. I then 
went to work for San Angelo Abstract Company. 

June 7, 1953, I married my high school 
sweetheart, Thomas Harve Earnest from Water 
Valley, in the Presbyterian Mission Chapel in Del 
Mar Addition, and we celebrated 34 years of 
marriage this year (1987). 

June 28, 1955, Tommy, Jr. was born. We moved 
often while Thomas worked for Pan American 
Petroleum Corporation, in oil exploration on a 


Tommy, Jr, JoAn and Thomas Earnest - 1975 


seismograph crew. We made ourselves satisfied 
wherever we went, each place offering new friends 
and special points of interest. 

I worked for the Boy Scouts of America in Port 
Arthur in 1962 and in Houston in 1964. In 1965 we 
returned home to San Angelo to build an FM radio 
station. I helped with our radio station KSJT-FM 
doing bookkeeping and operating the automation 
equipment. We sold our radio interests and in 1979 I 
purchased the Bridal Boutique from David and Helen 
Doan. It is located at 620 West Avenue N and I 
continue to operate it. 

I enjoy my work with youngsters, especially the 
Sixth-Grade Bible Class students at the Colorado and 
Jackson Streets Church of Christ. 

The lack of jobs now, due to the oil slump, is 
similar to the years around 1955 when so many 
young people had to leave San Angelo to seek 
employment elsewhere. 

by JoAn McDonald Earnest 


EARNEST, THOMAS HARVE, 
JR. and DEBORAH 
ANN (BARBEE) 


Thomas Harve Earnest, Jr., was born on June 28, 
1955 in San Angelo at the old Shannon Hospital. 
During his early years, he moved with his parents, 
Thomas Harve Earnest and Betty JoAn (McDonald) 
Earnest to various cities in West Texas and Louisiana 
while his father was with Pan American Petroleum 
Corporation. In 1965, the family returned to San 
Angelo to build and operate radio station KSJT-FM. 
He attended Fairview School and then schools in 
the Lake View area. Tommy graduated from San 
Angelo Lake View High School in 1973. During his 
high school days he raised lambs and cattle under 
the guidance of his great-aunt, Mary Lou McBride 
of Water Valley. His brand was [“E”]. He was in 
FFA from 1970-1973 with Ted Weeaks as his chapter 
sponsor. 

He also attended Angelo State University until 
1977. While attending ASU, he worked with the 
Texas A&M Research Center under the direction of 
Dr. Millard Calhoun, conducting bitterweed research 
on sheep. Tommy designed and built a bitterweed 
drying oven still in use at the center. 


Tommy & Debbie (Barbee) Earnest 


On June 17, 1978 Tommy Earnest and Deborah 
Ann Barbee were married in the Johnson Street 
Church of Christ. She is the daughter of Calvin 
Wesley and Mary Juanita (Phillips) Barbee. Debbie 
was born in Brady, Texas on April 8, 1957. During 
her childhood years she spent a great deal of time 
with her father and grandfather at their family lumber 
yard located outside of Brady which was originally 
known as an old World War II POW camp. 

She moved to Abilene, Texas in 1966 after 
attending grades 1-4 at Brady. During 1968 she and 
her family moved to San Angelo where she attended 
Lee Jr. High and Central High School. During her 
freshman year at Lee Jr. High, she was elected Most 
Outstanding Student and nominated Most Likely to 
Succeed of her class. Throughout her high school 
years, she was a member of the National Honor 
Society and was chosen to receive a Basic Education 
Opportunity Grant to Angelo State University. 
Debbie graduated 15th out of 700 students in her 
class from Central in 1975. She then attended ASU 
and San Angelo Business College. Both Tommy and 
Debbie reside and work in San Angelo. Tommy has 
worked for Concho Valley Electric Cooperative since 
1979 and Debbie has worked for General Telephone 
Company since 1977. 

Debbie enjoys sewing fashions and is active in 
company volleyball tournaments and company 
related activities. Tommy’s hobby is amateur 
photography. He won first place in the black and 
white division of the Creative Arts Department 
during the 1987 Stock Show and Rodeo with his 
photograph of linemen working on transmission 
lines. 

Debbie’s maternal grandparents are Paul Phillips 
and Minnie Ola (Sawyer) Phillips and her paternal 
grandparents are Clyde Warren and Hazel Pauline 
(Luther) Barbee. 

Tommy’s maternal grandparents are Charles 
Robert McDonald and Texas Pearl (Springer) 
McDonald and his paternal grandparents are Julian 
Nelson Earnest and Mary Erman (Tedder) Earnest. 

by Tommy and Debbie 
(Barbee) Earnest 


EASON, THOMAS GAY 


Thomas Gay Eason, a Confederate Veteran, was 
born in Georgia in 1835. So were both of his parents 
about 1805. They were of Scotch-Irish ancestry. He 
married Jane Strother in Chambers County, Alabama 
on 29 December 1858. She was born in Talladega, 
Alabama on 24 July 1835. Her ancestry is traced in 
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Thomas Gay Eason, 1835-1891 
Confederate Soldier, Maternal Grandfather of Albert 
E. Baze. Eason is in center. 
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a direct line back to Alan del Strother, Lord of Lyham, 
high sheriff and warden of the border, 
Northumberland, England, 1354 to 1357. 

He enrolled into Company G. 42 Alabama Infantry 
Regiment, C.S.A. at Talladega on 9 May 1862. He 
was paroled by the U.S. Forces at Talladega on 20 
May 1865. In the meantime he was wounded twice 
and captured three times by Union Forces. Most of 
his prisoner of war time was spent in Fort Delaware, 
Delaware. When he was shot in the hand medical 
attention was meager. Maggots had infested the 
wound and kept it clean so that blood poisoning did 
not set in. Other soldiers wounded at the time died 
of blood poisoning. So, it might be said that blow 
flies saved his life. 

After a stop in Mississippi the family settled in 
Chapel Hill, Washington County, Texas in January 
1870. There he operated a blacksmith shop and hired 
his brother-in-law, a wheelwright. From there a move 
was made to Murphisborough, County of Brazos, 
State of Texas where he farmed. Next move was to 
Falls County to engage in general contracting & build 
a dam and a railroad bridge. After that moves were 
made to Waco Village, Junction City, and 
Menardville. 

Between Dec. 1878 and 1889 he furnished hay to 
the cavalry at Fort Concho. Also he moved soldiers 
bodies from Fort McKavett to Fort Concho. 

On 24 Feb. 1891 U.S. Patent No. 446,965 was 
issued to him for the T.G. Eason plow. 

Some renegade whites dressed as Indians stole his 
horses. When he caught up with them they shot a 
hole in his lungs. On 15, Mar. 1891 he died when 
pneumonia had set up in the lungs. 

During his stay at Junction and Menard he built 
rock fences and rock barns, and rock “cooling” 
houses all over that country. 

In February 1885 he was elected a director in the 
Vaughn Ditch Agricultural Mechanical Company of 
Menard County, then resigned within one month. 

Thomas and Jane Eason had six children, Martin, 
David, and Georgana died in their youth. Will, Ed, 
and Emma had families of their own. After Thomas 
died, Jane divided her time between the three 
children. Ed, at Winters had a motorcycle with a side 
car. Everywhere he went out of town Jane would get 
her goggles, scarf and gloves to go along in the side 
car. Before that, while living in Sherwood, Jane 
would laugh about the Ketchum boys switching the 
contents of ladies purses left in a back room at parties. 
Some did not notice such until they arrived home 
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after the party. It was quite some doings to get things 
straight. One time babies in their buggies were 
switched. Jane died the 29th of November 1918 at 
the ranch home of her daughter, Mrs. Emma Baze, 
in Coke County. It was during a big snow storm and 
the undertaker and people from San Angelo could 
not get to the ranch, so W.K. Simpson of Robert Lee 
conducted the funeral. 

William Gay Eason, was the oldest son. He was 
best known as a professional poker player. His 
publicized business was an agency to recruit harvest 
hands for the wheat growers of Kansas. In the off 
season most of his time was spent in Garden City, 
Dodge, and Pratt, Kansas. His recruiting time was 
spent in San Angelo and the surrounding area. 

In prior times he was Animal and Hide Inspector 
of Kimble County, 1894, and in June 1898 he was 
Justice of the Peace for Precinct No. 1 of Irion 
County. In December of 1900 in Sherwood, Texas 
he and Mose Rucker fought over a poker game. Will 
Eason was charged with “Assault with intent of 
murder.” When the trial came up Sept. 2, 1901 in 
Irion County that charge was dropped for lack of 
evidence. (Even though there had been over 24 
eye-witnesses to the fight.) He then was charged 
with “simple assault” and paid a $10.00 fine. His 
last days were spent in San Angelo where he was a 
private investigator for and under the direction of 
some lawyers which included Clay Autry and Will 
Blanks. He was born 11, April 1862 in Alabama and 
died on 7 Aug 1928 in San Angelo. He and his wife, 
the former Idella Prentiss, homesteaded some land 
in Irion County. That land now belongs to the 
Scottish Rite Hospital of Dallas. Will and Idella’s 
children were : Willie married Oscar Talbott, Emma 
Jo married Euston Woullard, Prentiss married Jimmie 
Gilmore and Jack married Mary Glenn. 


Edmund P. Eason, 1872-1949 and wife, Bertha, 
1887-1952 


For 58 years, a period from March 1, 1888 to 
November 1946, Edmund Peavy Eason gathered 
information from those who knew and gave it to 
those who wanted to know. He worked on papers at 
Junction City, Menard, Brady, Center Point, Kerrville 
and Miles. He published newspapers as follows: 
Junction City Clipper, Irion County Record at 
Sherwood, Southwest Texas at Ozona, the Talpa 
Tribune, and the Winters Enterprise. He hired out as 
a printer to the old San Angelo Enterprise which was 
immediately sold to Potter and Williams who moved 
the equipment and the printer Eason to Sherwood. 
There he bought out the partners and published the 
paper himself. In California he published the Bera 
Progress in Orange County, the San Clemente Herald 
and the Village Press at Laguna Beach. 


He was born at Murphisborough, Brazos County, 
Texas April 20, 1872. He died on May 28, 1949 at 
Laguna Beach, California. He married Miss Bertha 
Gertrude Beaty on 26 January 1896 at Sherwood. 
They had Ruth who married Howard Butler; Beaty 
who married Miss Inez Sutherlan; Irma who married 
Thomas Beal; and Ralph who married Kako in Japan. 

by Albert E. Baze 


ECKERT, OSCAR KARL 


Oscar Karl Eckert 


Oscar Karl Eckert, born November 19, 1856 in 
Brandenburg, Prussia, came to San Angelo in 1882. 
He worked in a brick factory on the Mertzon 
highway, as a butcher, a cowboy and finally started 
the Eckert Electric Company. His first wife was 
Frances Balfanz and with her he had three children: 
Amanda Bertha Eckert, Otto Henry Eckert, and Emil 
Eckert. Mrs. Frances B. Eckert died in 1897. 

Oscar then married Hermina Martha Geissler of 
Leipzig, Germany on June 16th, 1900. By her he 
had four children: Margaret Martha Eckert, Marie 
Charlotte Eckert, Oscar Heinrich Eckert, and Olga 
Hildegarde Eckert. 

The first house Oscar Eckert built was located on 
a farm one-half mile east of where Bell Street is now. 
In 1910, he built a red brick house at 503 Koberlin 
Street and lived there until he died in 1927. 

Henry Eckert joined his brother Oscar in San 
Angelo in 1884. He was first employed at the 
Bismarck farm and then on the Loomis ranch near 
Paint Rock. Sometime after 1900, Henry built and 
opened for business the Depot Saloon on the corner 


Henry Eckert 


of North Chadbourne and 4th Street. The saloon was 
in the downstairs of the building and upstairs there 
were rooms for overnight use by the railroad 
crewmen. After the act of prohibition in 1919 closed 
the saloon, Henry Eckert became very active in Tom 
Green County real estate. Henry never married and 
when he died in 1945, he left his estate to his niece 
and nephews. 

The seven children of Oscar Karl Eckert grew up 
and married in Tom Green County. Amanda, the 
oldest, married Herbert Willig and had one daughter, 
Frances (Grimes). She then married Judge S.C. 
Autry. 

Otto Eckert married Isla Mills and had two sons, 
Francis Mills Eckert and Robert Edwin Eckert. 

Emil Eckert married Amanda Kline and they had 
no children. 

Of Oscar’s four children by his second wife two, 
Marie and Olga, never married; Margaret married 
Bryant Anderson and had no children and Oscar 
Heinrich married Frances Mayo Yount Balfanz and 
had no children. 

by Patricia B. Eckert 


EDE, WILLIAM REYNOLDS 


William Reynolds Ede, cowboy, businessman and 
civic leader was born May 8, 1884; the fifth and 
youngest of five children born to Frederick Ede and 
Catherine Dingley Reynolds Ede. Frederick Ede, as 
well as his wife Catherine, were both natives of 
Cornwall, England, and arrived in Texas around 
1874, living in Travis and Caldwell Counties until 
moving west in 1881. They acquired land in Concho 
County and were engaged in the ranching business. 
Within the year the Edes had donated land to 
establish the town site of Eden. It is said that 
Frederick Ede protested the naming of the location 
“Ede” in his honor, and an alternate name of Eden 
was suggested. The name continues today. 

Will Ede grew up on his family’s ranch in Concho 
County learning well his father’s trade of stockman 
and cowboy. At seventeen, after completing his 
education in Eden’s public schools, Will Ede left 
home to be employed by the Casey Brothers ranch 
near San Angelo. It was reported that Will was 
severely injured in an accident while roping a wild 
cow and was believed to have been killed since a 
lick to his head had left him unconscious. Other men 
of the roundup crew went for help and related the 
story of Will’s “death” to a traveler going to San 
Angelo. It was several months before the erroneous 
report was corrected. The long scar on his face 
remained until his death. 

Will Ede continued to cowboy for several years 
and in 1904 moved to San Angelo and accepted a 
position with the U.S. Post Office in the money order 
department. Later he was associated with the First 
National Bank in San Angelo. 

In 1910, Will Ede and his brother-in-law, Jay 
Montague, established one of San Angelo’s first 
automobile agencies, operating as Montague-Ede 
Company. Later the business was renamed 
Henderson-Ede Buick Company. 

Will Ede was wed to May Hemphill in 1914, the 
daughter of pioneer merchant and businessman 
William H. Hemphill and Addie Carruthers. They 
had two children, Virginia (Mrs. Wayland Myers) 
and May Helen (Mrs. F.M. Wood, Jr.). May Hemphill 
Ede died a victim of an influenza epidemic in San 
Angelo in 1919. Eight years later Will Ede married 
Vivian Payne. They had no children. 


In 1946, William Ede was elected mayor of San 
Angelo, and again in 1948, was reelected to that 
office. He resigned his position to devote more 
attention to his business. 

After fifty-seven years of life in the San Angelo 
area and service to his community, William Reynolds 
Ede died on August 8, 1954, after a brief illness. He 
was seventy years old. His wife, Vivian, died 
September 9, 1981. 

Aman of much devotion and energy to civic duty 
and leadership, he was, in addition to his service as 
mayor of San Angelo, a former president of Board 
of City Development, a Mason, York Right, and a 
member of Karem Temple Shrine, Rotarian serving 
as Sergeant at Arms, a member of San Angelo 
Country Club, and an Episcopalian. 

by Sarah Yaggy Otto 


EDWARDS, DANIEL HENRY 


November 22, 1925, I met Daniel Henry Edwards. 
His people came from the north, and he was born in 
Arapaho, Oklahoma. They settled in Mertzon, where 
his mother owned a boarding house. After they 
moved to San Angelo, Daniel drove a taxi and 
worked for the city. He was a windmill man most of 
his life. He died July 7, 1968. 

We married in May, 1926, at San Angelo. Seven 
children were born to us. 

Daniel Thomas was born February 11, 1927 in 
San Angelo. He was a truck driver, never married, 
and died October 27, 1965. 

Wanda Jacque was born November 21, 1929. She 
married James Willis Lawhon, who worked on his 
father’s ranch at Mertzon and for other ranchers. He 
died in 1983. Jacque worked at McEntire’s restaurant 
for 19 years and Abbott’s Grocery for about six years. 
Six children were born to Jacque and James: Debra 
Louise (died, 1983), Linda Kay, Willis Owen (died, 
1984), Walter Worth, Patrick Thomas, and Margaret 
Elizabeth. 

Dorothy Marie was born February 7, 1932. Soon 
we moved to McCamey, where we operated a filling 
station until 1934. Dorothy married Charles L. Fox 
and they had five children: Kathy Elaine, Cinthia 
Louise, Sheila Marie, Charles L., Jr. (who lived only 
5 days), and Charles L., III. Charles L. Fox retired 
after 20 years military service, worked for the 
Standard-Times two years, and is now disabled with 
a heart condition. 

Barbara Dan was born in McCamey, February 12, 
1934. She married Billy Daniel Fulcher of Big Spring 
and they had a daughter Lisa. Later she married 
Raymond P. Simmons, who operates a wrecking yard 
in Killeen. They have six children: Peggy Joyce, 
Kenneth Wayne, Perry Lee, Lonnie Gene, Tommy 
Dan, and Dennis Wayne. 

Daniel was hired by Humble Oil Pipeline 
Company at Wink in 1935. Norma Jean was born 
there in 1936. She was married for 17 years to J.W. 
Privitt, a Marine. Three children were born to them: 
Angela Marie, Jeffery Wayne, and Gregory. Norma 
later married Vernon Hubbard, but they separated. 
Norma has worked 21 years at the Marine Base 
Exchange at Twentynine Palms, California, as the 
buyer of ladies’ and children’s wear. 

Helen Louise was born at Wink in 1938. She first 
married Jimmy Don White, and a daughter, Paula, 
was born to them. They separated, and she married 
Robert L. Lanser, who was in the military service, 
now retired. Helen works at Goodfellow Air Force 
Base. 


In 1940, we moved back to San Angelo. Larry 
Wayne was born here in 1941. He married Wanda 
Richardson and they separated. Their son, Stephen 
W. Edwards, lives in Norfolk, Virginia. Larry lives 
in San Angelo, working as maintenance man for an 
apartment complex. 

by Cora Lee Edwards 


EDWARDS, PATRICIA 
(TYLER) 


Confederate Air Force Colonel Patricia Edwards 


Will P. “Buddo” Edwards, Jr. 


Patricia Tyler Edwards was born September 5, 
1934 in San Angelo, Texas, to La Rue Sandusky Tyler 
and William B. “Bill” Tyler. 

She attended San Angelo Schools, graduating from 
San Angelo High School in 1953. She was active on 
the drill team, student council, and “Westerner” staff, 
a member of Tri-Sig Tri-Hi-Y, and Zocah Duchess 
in 1952 and 1953, Bell of the Junior Prom, 1953. 

While attending the University of Texas in Austin, 
she majored in Fine Arts — Dance and Choreography, 
and was a member of Chi Omega Sorority. 
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Patricia married the late William “Buddo”’ P. 
Edwards, Jr., June 20, 1956. Buddo was killed in a 
P51 crash Saturday, August 21, 1976, two months 
after their 20th Wedding Anniversary. 

Patricia has been a member of The Junior League, 
Inc., of San Angelo, Texas. She worked extensively 
with the Republican Women’s Club, having served 
as District Director and Deputy President of Texas. 

In November, 1963, she moved with her husband 
to Big Spring, where she was active in Hyperion 
Study Club, Republican Women’s Club and St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church. 

Since 1980, Patricia has resided in Midland. 

She has been very active in the “Confederate Air 
Force’? West Texas Wing for many years, being 
commissioned a “Colonel’’ in 1980 and being a 
member of the “Colonel’s Ladies”’ since 1978, 
serving as president in 1984. She organized a World 
War II type “USO Troupe’”’ which has performed 
extensively at various air shows and many civic and 
military organizations. She is also a member of the 
Experimental Aircraft Association and “The 
Warbirds of America, Inc.” 

by Patricia Tyler Edwards 


EGGEMEYER, OTTO 


Otto Eggemeyer and Carolina “Lena” Hoelscher, 
Wedding - Jan. 8, 1901 


Otto Eggemeyer born July 5, 1873, near Frelsburg, 
Colorado County, Texas, was the second of thirteen 
children of Gerhard Henry and Mary Henkhaus 
Eggemeyer. Gerhard Henry moved his family to 
Nada in the southern part of the county in 1883 and 
was among the first settlers there. He acquired large 
land holdings and built and ran a gin and mill with 
the help of his eight sons. Some of them remained 
in the ginning business most of their lives. 

Otto became a young widower when he lost his 
baby and wife of two years in 1898. January 8, 1901 
he married Carolina “Lena” Hoelscher (born August 
19, 1882) daughter of Anton Bernard and Anna 
Schuche Hoelscher of Fayette County, later of 
Runnels County. Otto and Lena’s children were 
Gustava who died in infancy; Walter who married 
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Alma Ocker of Olfen, Texas, where they lived all 
their lives; Edmond married Vera Mae Hill and lived 
in San Angelo; Elsie married Sam Bitner, Jr. and 
second to Louis Piedfort of San Angelo; Irene 
married Walter P. Kuhn and lived at Miles, Ballinger, 
San Angelo before moving to Duarte, California. She 
is the only survivor. Two of Otto’s seven 
grandchildren live in San Angelo. 

Upon leaving their farm at Nada, Otto spent a year 
in Bell County before moving to Rowena in 1910 
where he farmed and did custom work with breaking 
plow and J.I. Case Tractor and threshing machine. 

In 1915 they moved to Wall. Lena and the children 
tended the stock and planted the crops while Otto 
built a gin in partnership with Clarence Nafziger. 
Crop failures in 1917-18 and World War I caused 
Otto to seek employment in the shipyards at 
Portsmouth, Virginia, while the family remained 
behind and picked cotton, what little there was in 
the neighboring communities. Over the years they 
rented various farms in the area. Using his wagon 
and team he helped build the highway from San 
Angelo to Wall. 

In 1926, they gave up farming and moved to San 
Angelo where he worked for Lone Star Gas. While 
surveying in Westland Park area, an accident caused 
the loss of sight in his left eye. As a brick mason, he 
helped construct the present court house and the St. 
Angelus Hotel at the corner of Irving and West 
Beauregard. His last years were spent as a custodian 
in the public schools. 

He died November 18, 1936, and Lena died 
September 5, 1956. Both are buried in the Catholic 
Cemetery in Rowena, Texas. 

The Eggemeyers immigrated to Texas from 
Borgloh, Hanover, Germany November 15, 1859, 
when Gerhard Henry was fourteen years old. 

by Geneva Eggemeyer Kahlich 


EISENBACH, ROY 
CLARENCE, Jr. 


Roy Clarence Eisenbach, Jr., was born January 
16, 1959, at Shannon Memorial Hospital, in San 
Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas. On January 31, 
1981, he married Conie Melissa Little (born June 
24, 1961, at Santa Ana Community Hospital, in Santa 
Ana, California). They were married at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in San Angelo. Roy and Conie have 
two children, both born at Permian General Hospital, 
Andrews, Texas: Roy Ike Eisenbach (born February 
5, 1983) and Kimberlee Jae Eisenbach (born 
September 9, 1986). 

Roy and Conie are graduates of Lake View High 
School of San Angelo. 

Roy is employed by Roy’s Used Cars on South 
Oakes Street in San Angelo. This is a family business 
enterprise started 25 years ago by Roy’s grandfather 
and currently operated by Roy’s father. 

Roy’s parents are Roy C. Eisenbach of San Angelo 
and Patricia Shoemake of Eastland, Texas. Roy’s 
father and family are members of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, San Angelo. 

Conie’s parents are Michael D. and Peggy A. Little 
of San Angelo. Michael is retired from the United 
States Air Force. Peggy is employed by the First City 
National Bank of San Angelo. Michael and Peggy 
are members of Immanuel Baptist Church. 

Roy and Conie are members of Immanuel Baptist 
Church as well. They both love San Angelo and hope 
to live here always. 

by Michael D. Little 


ELLIOTT, DAVID F. and MARY 
ELLA (TRAMMELL) 


David F. Elliott was born in 1869 in Williamson 
County, Texas, where his family had arrived around 
1849. His parents, George Elliott and Susan Oxley, 
were born in Ohio and married October 11, 1846, in 
Vermillion County, Illinois. 

Susan’s parents were Enoch and Elizabeth Oxley 
from Virginia. Elizabeth’s parents were Benjamin 
and Mary (Polly) Liggett Smalley. Susan lived in 
the St. Charles Hotel at Round Rock, Texas and was 
known as a very shrewd business woman. She was 
tiny and wore long black dresses with pockets where 
she carried candy for children. She was also known 
for her cures and helped the Indians and others alike. 

David’s oldest brother, Enoch, must have died as 
a child, for he does not appear on any census other 
than the 1850 one. His brother James William 
Culberson, a stagecoach driver, lived in Georgetown, 
Texas. Another brother was named Everett Enoch. 
His sisters were Sara Ellen who married John Henry 
Ransbarger from Concho County; Prudence who 
married Joe Morgan; Emily who married Jim Elder 
and later H.A. Baldwin; and Susan. 

George Elliott left his family when David was very 
young. It was said that he moved to Cloudcroft and 
was buried at Deming, New Mexico. 

David married Mary Ella (Mollie) Trammell in 
McCullough County, Texas, March 1, 1891. Mollie 
was the daughter of William Henry Trammell and 
Parmelia Elizabeth Foster. After Mollie’s mother died 
in 1901, the Trammells moved to San Angelo. 

Mollie filed for divorce in 1905 in Menard County, 
stating that David had abandoned her and the children 
about 1901. The divorce was dropped in 1906. 
William Henry Trammell and his son John, who 
never married, raised the Elliott children. Mollie died 
in 1907. 

Four generations of Trammell descendants live in 
San Angelo. 

David and Mollie’s children were Bessie who 
married (a) Moore, (b) Piper, and (c) James; Fannie 
Estell (Stella) who married Tom Gordon; Ida Sue 
who married Jim Nutt; Sara Elizabeth (Lizzie) who 
married (a) Gregg, (b) Tom McGinty; and Laurel 
James (Fritz) who married Mary Ann (May) 
McDowell. (See Ida Sue Elliott Nutt) 

by Barbara Elliott 


ELLIOTT, LAUREL JAMES 


Laurel James Elliott was born on October 6, 1900 
at Ft. McKavett. Laurel’s parents were David F. 
Elliott and Mary Ella “Mollie” Trammell. 

Laurel James was raised in San Angelo, Texas. 
He lived with his grandfather, William H. Trammell 
until his grandfather died then he lived with his uncle, 
John Trammell. 

Laurel was a Blacksmith by trade, but also did 
other things to make a living during the depression. 
Laurel used to tell a story about helping Bonnie and 
Clyde at the Lowake Water Crossing. He helped fix 
their car when they were on the run. They were 
headed to Rowena at this time. 

Laurel married Mary Ann “May” McDowell on 
January 13, 1924 in Robert Lee, Texas. Mary was 
born in Independence, Washington County on June 
3, 1900. Her parents were Joe Clay McDowell 
(descendent of General McDowell who was with 
Stonewall Jackson) and Maggie Annie Statham. 


Laurel J. Fritz Elliott 


Maggie was born in 1882. Joe Clay was born in Texas 
in 1878. He was a farmer. 

Laurel and May had many friends who loved them. 
No one was ever turned away who came to visit. 

Laurel and Mary Ann’s children: Ellen, never 
married; Ina May, married Sherman McGinty; James 
Alvin, never married; Alton Adam; Hubert, married 
Janetta Joy Fox; Roy E. Elliott, married Barbara 
Chapman; Troy Ernest (twin to Roy) died age 14; 
Mabel Juanita, married 1. Leo Calcavecchia; 2. 
Bobby Collins; Stella Onita (twin to Mabel Juanita) 
married |. Ernest Knox; 2. Elmer L. Williams; 3. 
Marvin Green; JoAnn never married. 

Laurel James is buried at Fairmount Cemetery as 
is Mary Ann. 

by Mrs. Roy (Barbara) Elliott 


ELLIOTT, REV. MORRIS 
F. and MARGARET ANNE 


Rey. and Mrs. Morris Elliott 


The Rev. Morris F. Elliott and his wife Margaret 
Anne (Miller) and their daughter Barbara Anne came 
here from Lufkin in May, 1949. Morris Elliott, born 
in Philadelphia in 1909, was a graduate of William 
& Mary College and Virginia Theological Seminary. 
He had served in Galveston and at St. Cyprian’s in 
Lufkin before becoming rector of Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church here, where he served 25 years. 
In the community, was president of the Ministerial 
Association, on board of Child Welfare Association, 
San Angelo Symphony, San Angelo Council on 
Alcoholism, Servicemen’s Center, Civic Theatre, 
Parents Without Partners, and Rio Concho Manor. 
He held offices in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Northwest Texas. He died in San Angelo in 1985. 


Margaret Anne was also very active in community 
affairs. She served on the TB board, forerunner of 
Baptist Memorials Hospital. She was president of 
the first Girl Scout council (then called Frontier, now 
Camino Real) encompassing a wide area including 
Eden, Menard and Junction. At midterm of 1959 she 
was asked to take over the library at Edison Junior 
High. She attended library science school at Texas 
Woman’s University. Staff, teachers and students at 
Edison provided her a rich and rewarding experience 
until she had to resign in 1972 for health reasons. 
Morris and Margaret Anne were closely involved in 
the Goodfellow Air Force Base servicemen’s center. 

Singing in the choir at Emmanuel was a source of 
much pleasure to Margaret Anne. Calling herself a 
displaced Oregonian, she says she has learned to love 
San Angelo. 

Margaret Anne Elliott lives in retirement at Rio 
Concho Manor East. Their daughter Barbara Anne 
is a computer programmer in Silicon Valley, in 
California. 

by Margaret Anne Elliott 


ELLIOTT, ROY E. 


Barbara and Roy Elliott 


Roy E. Elliott was born on August 25, 1932, in 
San Angelo, Texas. His twin, Troy E. Elliott, was 
killed when a truck hit him while he was riding his 
bicycle. Troy was fourteen years old. Roy’s parents 
were Laurel James “Fritz” Elliott and Mary Ann 
“May” McDowell. 

Roy grew up in San Angelo; he attended area 
schools. He was inducted into the service during the 
Korean war. When he returned home to San Angelo, 
he met and married Barbara W. Chapman. 

Barbara’s parents were Charles D. Chapman (a 
great grandson of “Humpy” Jackson) and Rose 
Chapman. Barbara attended schools in Menard, 
Mason, Brady, and Junction. She came to San Angelo 
in 1950 and attended Reagan, Edison, and San 
Angelo High. 

Roy has his own plumbing business in San Angelo 
since 1978. Barbara went to beauty college, 
afterwards opening her own salon from 1967 until 
1980, closing to help Roy in his business. 

Roy enjoys fishing and hunting. Barbara likes to 
sew, paint, and write. She has compiled several 


history books. Barbara and Roy are members of the 
Church of Christ. They have five children. Brenda 
Sanders has one child, Shawn D. Brenda is a LVN. 
Tonja married Howard D. Voight; they have two 
children, Howard, Jr., and David W. Tonja is studying 
Criminal Justice. Howard is in the service at Fort 
Hood. Roy has two children, Roy Jackson and 
Charles Chapman. Roy is a master plumber. Kevin 
married Karen Purcell, and they have one child, 
Duncan Worth. Kevin does plumbing. Karen is 
attending college. Barbara Rose is attending college; 
she plans to become a pediatrician. 
by Mrs. Roy E. Elliott 


ELLIS, JERRY ROBERT and 
MERRY ANN (BRIGHT) 


Jerry Robert and Merry Ann (Bright) Ellis 


On the first day of spring, March 21, 1947, Merry 
Ann Bright was born to John D. and Ruby Tommye 
(Tedder) Bright in San Angelo, Texas. Grandparents 
welcoming her were D. and Clara (Massey) Bright 
of Coke County, Texas, and Thomas R. and Stella 
(Lawson) Tedder of San Angelo. 

A sister, Judith Gay, was born April 13, 1951. 

Ann loved school and was so impressed with her 
fourth grade teacher at Stephen F. Austin, Mrs. Nettie 
Singleton, that she decided to someday become a 
teacher herself. 

Ann graduated from Central High School in 1965, 
the largest class to graduate from Central at that time. 
She continued her education at Abilene Christian 
College, graduating in 1969 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Elementary Education. Ann taught 
first grade at David G. Burnet Elementary School in 
San Antonio. 

On April 18, 1970, Ann was introduced to Jerry 
Robert Ellis from Rocksprings, Texas. After a 
whirlwind courtship, the two were united in marriage 
at the Nueces Canyon Church of Christ on July 3, 
1970. 

Jerry Robert Ellis was born on January 14, 1942, 
in Rocksprings, the younger son of Hayden Whitfield 
and Eldora (Barrows) Ellis. Jerry Robert was named 
for his grandfathers, Jerry Jay Ellis and Robert Lee 
Barrows, both early Edwards County settlers. 

Jerry graduated from Rocksprings High School 
in 1960 and went to San Marcos to attend Southwest 
Texas State College. Upon graduation in 1964 with 
a degree in Agriculture Education, Jerry returned to 
Edwards County to engage in ranching. 
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Ann was employed by the Rocksprings ISD as a 
head start, kindergarten, and substitute teacher during 
the early years of their marriage, until “something 
better’? came along. 


Tessie Ann and Jeri Linn Ellis - Rocksprings, Texas 


The “something better” arrived on January 29, 
1976, when little Tessie Ann came to make her home 
with her newly adopted parents, Jerry and Ann Ellis. 
Tessie’s favorite subject at Rocksprings Elementary 
School is reading and her favorite pastime is helping 
her dad at the ranch. She plans to direct her education 
into some field that will enable her to continue to be 
active in the ranch. 

Another something better arrived on September 
16, 1978, when Jeri Linn was born to the Ellis family. 
She was named for her great-grandparents, Jerry and 
Lucille Linn Ellis. Jeri Linn will be in third grade at 
Rocksprings Elementary where she is an honor 
student. 

Jerry and Ann are active members of the 
Rocksprings Church of Christ. 

When Jeri Linn began School in 1984, Ann went 
back to her teaching career. She is presently a 
member of the Rocksprings ISD faculty in the 
position of second grade teacher. 

Presently the Ellises live on the family ranch in 
Edwards County. They maintain their home in 
Rocksprings. 

by Ann (Bright) Ellis 


ENOX, DELORIS W. 


Deloris W. Enox was born in Waelder, Gonzales 
County, Texas to A.C. (Arch) and Areza Williams. 
Her family included two brothers and one sister. She 
attended school in Gonzales County. 

Deloris came to San Angelo in 1937 and was 
employed for Mrs. Glee Munro for a year and a half. 
Then she was employed for Mr. and Mrs. John M. 
Bates for 44 years. 

Deloris and L.H. Enox were married August 19, 
1942 in San Angelo. 

Deloris has belonged to the Order of the Eastern 
Star since 1942 and is at present secretary of Hattipha 
Chapter #129. 

She joined St. Paul Baptist Church, serving as 
church secretary 15 years and working in all 
auxiliaries of the church. 

She worked with the American Legion Auxiliary, 
as president of the 28th District of the Sixth Division 
for five years, and historian of the Sixth Division 
for two years. She was presented a plaque from the 
Ladies American Legion Auxiliary Department of 
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Deloris and L. H. Enox 


Texas, in 1963, for her service with the Boys and 
Girls County Government. 

She worked with the March of Dimes, and also 
the cancer committees and marches. She was 
awarded a plaque from the Rosary Reading and Art 
Club for outstanding work in the club, in 1987. 

by Deloris W. Enox 


ENOX, L.H. 


L.H. Enox was born in San Angelo, Texas, 
November 18, 1911. He attended San Angelo Public 
Schools, graduating in 1930. He attended Texas 
College in Tyler, Texas, two years but had to leave 
college during the Great Depression. He married 
Deloris August 19, 1942, and worked wherever he 
could find a job. In 1932, he started to work at The 
Maurice Shop. 

He was inducted into the Army of the United 
States, July 23, 1942, and attained the rank of Staff 
Sergeant before receiving his honorable discharge. 
He fought in the battles and campaigns of Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe. His 
decorations and citations were the American Theater 
Campaign Ribbon, EAME Campaign Ribbon with 
4 Bronze Stars, Good Conduct Medal, Victory 
Ribbon, 1 Service Stripe, and 4 Overseas Service 
Bars. His continental service time was 1 year, 1 
month, 24 days; foreign service, 2 years, 1 month 
27 days. 

He joined the St. Paul Baptist Church in 1918, 
serving as Sunday School teacher, BYPU president, 
member of the choir, president of the Brotherhood, 
and member of the Trustee Board. In 1951, he was 
ordained as a deacon and became a member of the 
Finance Committee. He is still active in St. Paul 
Baptist Church. 

Mr. Enox is active in San Angelo civic and 
veterans’ organizations. He is a member of Concho 
Lodge #57, Knights of Pythias, where he has served 
as District Deputy Grand Chancellor. He belongs to 
the American Woodman and is the present 
Commander. He also belongs to Jackson Masonic 
Lodge #15 and serves as Secretary. In February 1956, 
the San Angelo Consistory was set up, with L.H. 
Enox elected Commander in Chief. He received an 
award as Commander in Chief of the Year in 1984. 
He became a 33 degree Mason in October, 1966. 


Mr. Enox is a Past Commander of American 
Legion Post #886 (formerly Post 32A) which was 
organized in 1947 with 40 Negro soldiers joining. 
He is now the Service Officer. As Adjutant, he 
received an award as 100 percent. He was District 
Commander, District 29, in 1957-58. He is a member 
of the All Veteran Council, serving as Chairman one 
year, now as Chaplain. 

He holds Life Memberships in the Disabled 
American Veterans and the NAACP. 

(See Deloris Enox) 

by L.H. Enox 


ERICKSON, ENNIS 


b. 


Ennis Erickson 


Ennis Eugene Erickson was born to Neta and 
Thilman Erickson at Clinic-Hospital in San Angelo 
on January 5, 1965. He grew up in Christoval with 
his mother, father and two sisters, Tresa and Dena. 

Ennis was in 4-H Club and played Little League 
Baseball. In school, he participated in University 
Interscholastic League events (calculator, headline 
writing, number sense). He was a member of Beta 
Club (academic honor society) and on the annual 
staff. He played basketball, football, golf and tennis. 

After graduating from high school, Ennis lived in 
the Men’s High-Rise dormitory for two years and 
attended Angelo State University. Now he lives with 
his parents in San Angelo and attends Angelo State 
University. He is a member of Colorado and Jackson 
Church of Christ and works part-time as a checker 
at Albertsons. He plans to teach and coach. 

by Neta Erickson 


ERICKSON, THILMAN E. 


Thilman Eugene Erickson was born in Clifton, 
Bosque County, Texas October 28, 1927 to the late 
Ennis Erickson (1899-1971) and Lillie Erickson 
(1902-) who still resides in Clifton. 

Thilman was reared in Clifton, graduating from 
Clifton High School and Clifton Junior College. He 
graduated with Bachelor (BBA-1951) and Master 
(MEd-1958) degrees from North Texas State College 
at Denton, Texas. Thilman served 18 months in the 
United States Army: 14 months were served in the 


Thilman E. Erickson Family 
Back row: Tresa, Dena, Ennis. Front row: Thilman 
and Neta, 1984 


occupation forces in Japan (1946-48). Thilman began 
his teaching career in Pyote School (1951-57), Pyote, 
Texas. He taught at Dawson School, Welch, Texas 
one year and Loop School, Loop, Texas one year. At 
Christoval School, Christoval, he was principal for 
12 years (1959-71) and superintendent for 15 years 
(1971-86) until his retirement October 1, 1986. 

Thilman has life membership in the Texas State 
Teachers Association. In January 1987, he was made 
an Honorary Life Member of Texas Association of 
School Administrators, this award being presented 
to him in a ceremony in Austin. 

Thilman met Neta Joyce Clark while teaching at 
Dawson School and they were married July 19, 1958 
at Loop, Texas. 

Neta Joyce Clark was born in Haskell County, 
Texas, January 12, 1929 to the late J.M. Clark (1907- 
76) and Christine Clark (1910-86). She lived in 
Haskell, Lubbock, Hockley, Gaines and Yoakum 
Counties. 

Neta attended schools in Haskell and Yoakum 
counties and graduated from Loop High School in 
Gaines county where her father and mother bought 
their farm and resided until their deaths. 

Neta graduated with a Bachelor degree (BS-1951) 
from Texas Technological College. She taught Home 
Economics at Carney School, O’Brien, Texas two 
years (1951-53), Dawson School, Welch, Texas five 
years (1953-58) and fourth grade at Loop School 
one year. 


Thilman and Neta Erickson, 1959 


Thilman and Neta are the parents of three children 
— Tresa Joyce (married to Craig Davis), Dena Ruth 
(married to Tim Baugh) and Ennis Eugene. All were 
born in San Angelo at Clinic-Hospital and all 
graduated from Christoval High School. 


Thilman and Neta have one grandchild, Laura 
Denise Baugh, born February 17, 1987 on the 85th 
birthday of her great-grandmother, Lillie 
Erickson.Thilman is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. Neta is a member of the Church of Christ. 

Upon the retirement of Thilman from public 
education, he and Neta moved from Christoval to 
San Angelo where they make their home. Neta 
continues to work part-time as a seamstress at Bridal 
Boutique, a job she has held since August 1981. 


by Neta Erickson 


ERNST - HANZ 


: 
- b 
Fred and Theo Ernst 


Fred Adolph Ernst, the youngest of four children, 
was born in 1922, in Hicks, Texas, to Fred Henry 
and Ida Frances (Stork) Ernst. Fred Henry’s parents 
were Frederick Ernst, a Lutheran minister, and wife, 
Louise Biedermann, born in Germany. Ida Ernst’s 
parents were born in Texas. 

Fred Henry moved his family to Runnels County, 
near Rowena, Texas, in 1924. They were good 
farmers. Fred attended schools in Rowena and 
Ballinger. 

He married Theodora (Hanz) in January, 1941, in 
Rowena. Theo, the youngest of three daughters, was 
born in 1921, on the family farm southeast of 
Rowena, Texas, to Fritz Peter and Mary Johanna 
(Gronewald) Hanz. Fritz Peter’s parents were born 
in Texas and he moved to Runnels County in 1898. 
Mary (Gronewald) Hanz was born in Germany to 
George and Marie (Hendricks) Gronewald, and lived 
in Illinois before settling in Runnels County, Texas. 
George Gronewald was a school teacher and built 
the Gronewald School south of Rowena. Theo 
attended school in Rowena and Ballinger. 

Fred and Theo lived near Rowena on Walter 
Schuhmann’s farm after their marriage. It was on 
this farm that Doris Elaine was born January 9, 1942. 
The next move was to Miles, Texas, and during this 
time Ray William was born on March 24, 1943, and 
Bob Lynn was born August 15, 1944. In Miles, they 
farmed and had a dairy. In 1947, they moved to Wall, 
Texas, to farm. Fred also worked in the oil fields 
when there was no farm work. The children started 
their education at Wall School. 

In 1952, they moved back to Rowena to farm in 
the Gronewald Community to be near Fred’s father 
who was seriously ill. The children attended school 
in Ballinger, Texas. In 1957, the family moved to 
San Angelo, Texas, to a three-bedroom house with a 
complete bath, thank goodness! Fred worked for 
Frontier Stamp Company, and Theo worked for 
General Telephone Company. 

In June 1966, they moved to Bangs, Brown 
County, Texas, where they lived on a farm. Fred 
operated Ernst Laundry and Theo worked for General 


Telephone Company in Brownwood, Texas. On July 
6, 1987, they moved back to San Angelo, to a new 
home. They are retired and enjoying their children, 
grandchildren and friends. 

Doris is married to Marvin Wendland. They live 
in San Angelo and their children are Teresa Rene 
Wendland and Karla Sue Wendland. Ray is married 
to Laurette (Huntley) Ernst. They live in San Angelo 
and their children are Ella (Ernst) Nichols and her 
husband, Todd Nichols, and Jeff Ernst. Bob lives in 
Dallas, Texas, and has a son, Scott, who lives in South 
Carolina. 

by Theo (Hanz) Ernst 


ERNST - HUNTLEY 


— 


. : 
Laurette and Ray Ernst in 1969 with son, Jeff, and 
daughter, Ella 


Ray William Ernst was born in San Angelo, March 
24, 1943, the middle child of Fred A. and Theodora 
(Hanz) Ernst. Ray’s sister is Doris Wendland of San 
Angelo, and brother, Bob Ernst, of Dallas, Texas. 

Laurette Gay Huntley was born in San Angelo, 
February 5, 1944, the middle child of Lloyd A. and 
Juanita (Robertson) Huntley. Laurette has a brother, 
Ronald Huntley, of San Angelo, and a sister, Elaine 
Lee, of Robert Lee, Texas. 

Ray joined the U.S. Air Force after graduating 
from high school. On August 25, 1962, they were 
married and moved to Wichita, Kansas, where Ray 
was stationed and Laurette worked as a part-time 
secretary. 

On December 2, 1964, a daughter, Ella Rayne, 
was born. On November 5, 1965, Ray was 
discharged from the Air Force and they moved to 
San Angelo. On May 18, 1966, a son, Jeffrey Ray, 
was born. In October 1966, Ray went to work for 
Merchants Motor Lines. In August 1968, he was 
transferred to Midland, Texas. In April 1977, they 
moved back to San Angelo. 

Ella graduated from Lake View High School in 
1983 and Angelo State University in 1987. Ella 
married J. Todd Nichols on May 24, 1987. Jeff 
graduated from high school in 1984 and operates an 
auto repair shop. 

by Laurette Ernst 


ETHERIDGE, JOHN BOYD 


John Boyd Etheridge was born March 2, 1857, in 
Mississippi. He married Tommie Isabele Etheridge 
(born January 2, 1864) on October 28, 1885. Their 
children were Willye Birdie, John Hollie, Cherrie 
Lou, Ida Rena and Elfleda. They both came from 
Mississippi to Conroe, Montgomery County, Texas. 
He was a bookkeeper for his lumberyard in Conroe. 
They moved to Knickerbocker, Tom Green County, 
in 1904, settling on a farm there. 
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John Boyd Etheridge and Tommie Isabele Etheridge 
50th Anniversary - 1935 


A few years later, Mr. Etheridge accepted a 
position with the late Harry Roberts and Joseph 
Tweedy in the mercantile business, serving in this 
position and as Postmaster for about twenty-five 
years. 

They were members of the Baptist Church. Mr. 
Etheridge was Secretary and Treasurer of the Sunday 
School and Church for about twenty years. Mrs. 
Etheridge was the church pianist. They celebrated 
their fiftieth wedding anniversary in 1935. He was 
78 and she was 70. He had lived in Texas 70 years 
before he died March 23, 1936, at the age of 79. 
Mrs. Etheridge died July 16, 1949 at the age of 85. 
They were buried in the Knickerbocker Cemetery. 

Mrs. Etheridge’s mother, Lucretia Jane Etheridge, 
lived with them. She was born in Mississippi, April 
15, 1837, and died May 20, 1929, at Knickerbocker. 
She is buried in the Knickerbocker Cemetery. 

Their son, John Hollie Etheridge, was Postmaster 
at Knickerbocker from September 21, 1921, to 
January 30, 1933. Then his wife, Ida (Stevens) was 
Postmistress until December 30, 1946. 

John Hollie Etheridge helped build the new church 
in 1929, along with his sons, James, Morris, and 
Truitt. Charles Atkinson, husband of Ida Rena, also 
helped. 

by T.D. Boyd 


FAIRBANKS, C.A. (DOUG) and 
EVALENA (COULTER) 


In 1927 Evalena Coulter married C.A. “Doug” 
Fairbanks (September 2, 1902 - April 26, 1971). 
Doug came to San Angelo from Parhams, Louisiana, 
as a teenager with his mother and a sickly sister. The 
sister died, the mother returned to Louisiana, and 
Doug stayed to pay off the medical bills. He worked 
as a baker, grocer, and realtor. For over twenty-five 
years he operated grocery stores in San Angelo with 
up to four stores at one time. One store was in the 
geographic center of San Angelo at Harris and 
Chadbourne. Another store at 20 N. Main was 
destroyed by a flood in 1936. In the early 1950’s 
Doug sold his last store at 1005 S. Oakes due to 
health problems and entered the real estate and 
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Cc. A. (Doug) Fairbanks, Evalena M. (Coulter) 
Fairbanks, Elaine (Mrs. Jimmy C.) Nail and Ralph 


Preston Fairbanks 


insurance business. He bought rental housing for 
retirement purposes. 

Doug was a deacon and usher at the First Baptist 
Church, and a founder and treasurer of the College 
Hills Baptist Church. Doug was a Mason and served 
as the highest ranking officer of all groups of the 
York Rite locally. He served as Worshipful Master 
of Blue Lodge, High Priest of the Royal Arch 
Chapter, Thrice Illustrious Master of the Council of 
Royal and Select Masters, and Commander of a 
Commandry of Knights Templar. He was honored 
with the Knight of York Cross of Honor. He was 
also a Scottish Rite Mason, served as Worthy Patron 
of the Order of Eastern Star, and was Den Master of 
Cub Scouts. 

At various times Evalena worked with her father 
and brother in their businesses. A graduate of Trinity 
University with a teaching certificate, she was an 
unpaid pioneer homebound teacher for her son who 
missed most of the first grade due to illness. Evalena 
was faithful to the Presbyterian Church, since her 
father helped found it, but she regularly attended the 
First Baptist Church with the family on Sunday 
nights. She was Worthy Matron of the Order of 
Eastern Star and is a member of the Past Matrons 
Club and the Social Order of Beauceant. She was 
active in PTA, as a Den Mother for Cub Scouts, and 
on the Board of Rainbow Girls. 
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C. A. (Doug) Fairbanks and Evalena M. Fairbanks 
on July 28, 1969 


Doug and Evalena moved from 240 Pecan to 503 
Koberlin in 1936. Their son, Ralph Preston, and 
daughter, Zelma Elaine, attended San Angelo public 


schools and San Angelo Junior College. Elaine and 
her husband, Jimmy C. Nail, have two married sons, 
Ronald James and Daniel Albert Nail. 

by Ralph Fairbanks 


FAIRBANKS, RALPH 
PRESTON 


Ralph Preston Fairbanks 


Ralph Preston Fairbanks was born October 17, 
1931, in San Angelo, Texas to C.A. (Doug) and 
Evalena Fairbanks. Preston attended San Jacinto 
Elementary and San Angelo Junior and Senior High 
Schools. He played the bassoon and cymbals in the 
Bobcat Band and Rodeo Band. An outstanding 
memory is a ten-day Bobcat Band trip to Mexico 
City when he was a sophomore. The band was an 
all-boy band; girls were first admitted in January, 
1950. Preston was in the National Honor Society as 
a junior and senior. He was active in the First Baptist 
Church and Assistant Scoutmaster of a Boy Scout 
troop sponsored by the church. In 1950 he was 
awarded one of three two-year Carr Scholarships to 
attend San Angelo Junior College. 

However, in January, 1951, after only one 
semester, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force for four 
years and in the military tradition he became known 
as “Ralph P.” Fairbanks. After basic training and a 
technical school, Ralph was assigned to Base 
Headquarters at Sheppard Air Force Base. For three 
years he was in charge of reading and processing 
official teletype communications to and from the 
Commanding General and supervising the base 
locator, which maintained files on up to 32,000 men 
on the base. 

Ralph reentered San Angelo Junior College after 
his discharge from the Air Force. He attended North 
Texas State College from September, 1955 - August, 
1958, and earned both Bachelor and Master of 
Business Administration Degrees. While in college, 
he worked at Convair (now General Dynamics) in 
Fort Worth one summer and taught one year at the 
college. He was elected President of both the 
Investment Club and the Management Club. After 
graduation he worked as a payroll auditor for Kemper 
Insurance Companies in Dallas and Houston and for 
an aluminum manufacturing company in Houston. 

In 1960-63 Ralph was back in San Angelo. He 
worked at the Coulter Co., General Telephone Co., 
and taught business subjects at San Angelo College. 
From January 1, 1964 - October 16, 1981, Ralph 


worked as an auditor with the Texas Education 
Agency in Austin and visited public school districts 
throughout Texas. He retired the day before he turned 
50 (based on his doctor’s advice)! 

On November, 1986, Ralph returned to San 
Angelo to handle his rental housing and financial 
affairs for his retired mother. 

by Ralph Fairbanks 


FARR, LOUIS L., SR. 


Louis L. Farr, Sr. 


Louis Lee Farr, born August 19, 1865, was the 
third child of James and Lou Farr of Greenville, 
Texas. In 1884, Louis Farr came to San Angelo and 
began doing survey work with C.D. Foote. His 
second job was with the Standard as a typesetter. 
Farr was next employed in the county clerk’s office 
and while there Frank Lerch hired him to come into 
his land agents firm. 

Louis Farr married Ellen E. Osmer Johnson on 
March 7, 1887. She had been postmistress in 1883, 
and later was employed as a deputy clerk in the 
county office. In 1887 Farr kept books for W. Clint 
Johnson and John Nasworthy who owned a livery 
stable and one half interest in the Ballinger and San 
Angelo Hack & Express Line. In 1889 he was 
appointed the first city engineer. 

In 1892 Louis Farr was elected to the office of tax 
assessor and served two terms. The same year, Farr 
served on a committee to draw up the constitution 
and by-laws for a new organization called “Tom 
Green County Pioneer Association.” In the middle 
1890’s C.A. Broome and Farr became partners in 
the real estate and insurance business. 

Louis Farr managed a ranch near Christoval in 
1905. Later part of the acreage was sold to Billy 
Anson and the balance to J. Willis Johnson. The 
Anson portion was called “Head of the River Ranch” 
and its management continued under the direction 
of Farr. 

In 1905 Farr and several others purchased the Fort 
Concho buildings and land from the Government. 
They received permission from the city to close 
streets and alleys and to replat the new Fort Concho 
Addition. 

Louis Farr was chairman of one of the five 
committees selected to try and raise subscriptions 
for $50,000.00 bonus required by Kansas City, 


Mexico and Orient Railway in order to build its main 
line through San Angelo. 

In 1906 Farr was elected mayor of San Angelo. 
On April 30, 1906 Captain James Farr, father of Louis 
Farr, died of pneumonia at his home, one of the 
previous officers quarters at Fort Concho. Ellen E. 
Farr died February 17, 1907, and later that year on 
August 23, 1907 Farr married Mattie C. Pistole. 

Late in 1907 The Park Land and Cattle Company 
was organized by a group of businessmen interested 
in developing the Mertzon area since the railroad 
would be coming and enhance the expansion. The 
stockholders of this townsite company were Fayette 
Tankersley, L.L. Farr, W.C. Blanks, and L.R. Gray. 

In 1909 Louis Farr was one of the persons who 
helped in organization of the Wool Growers Central 
Storage Company. At this same time he was land 
agent for Sugg ranches. In 1910 Farr participated in 
another town development program and became the 
secretary-treasurer of the Eldorado Townsite 
Company. 

Louis Farr was a leader in the project of 
constructing a new brick building for the First 
Christian Church. He participated in the ceremony 
of the cornerstone laying of the new $35,000.00 
building on May 7, 1911. Farr contributed the funds 
for a stained glass window of the Ascension to be 
placed in the new building in memory of his first 
wife, Ellen Farr. This window was removed and 
installed in the sanctuary at its present location. 

Louis L. Farr was one of the partners in Broome, 
Farr, and Lee, real estate and insurance in 1912. He 
was also vice-president of Western National Bank. 

In 1916 Farr was vice-president of the San Angelo 
Fair and Carnival Association. He was a member of 
the Masonic Lodge and belonged to the Rotary Club. 

The Sawyer Cattle Company hired Louis Farr as 
manager of its Bar S Ranch located in Irion and 
Reagan counties in 1918. In a few years Louis Farr 
held positions of director and secretary in Sawyer 
Cattle Company. In 1919 Farr was elected to serve 
on the board of Wool Growers Central Storage. 

In 1919 the Central National Bank and Western 
National Bank merged. J. Willis Johnson was 
president and L.L. Farr vice-president of the latter 
bank. The resulting bank was under the Central 
National name. In 1927 Farr succeeded J. Willis 
Johnson, outgoing board chairman. He remained in 
that position until his death. He also served as 
president of the Central Loan Company, a subsidiary 
of the bank. 

Ira Yates became a national figure when one of 
the largest oil strikes was brought in on his land 
located in Pecos County, October 29, 1926. Yates 
chose Farr to guide and direct this field’s (known 
then as the world’s largest) operations. 

Louis Farr died on June 10, 1930. His survivors 
were his wife, Mattie, two sons, Louis L. Farr, Jr. 
and James Farr (another son Frank Lerch Farr had 
died a year or so before); a daughter, Mrs. Paul 
(Lillian) Thomas; four sisters, Mrs. E.Y. Brown of 
Cleburne; Mrs. A. L. Hawley of El Paso; Mrs. Brown 
F. Lee of San Angelo; Mrs. J.S. Sherrill, Houston; 
and a brother E.J. Farr of Corsicana. 

Memorials were made to Farr in many ways by 
his friends and business associates. In 1910 Fayette 
Tankersley gave a life easement on forty acres and 
Ira Yates donated fourteen adjoining acres for use of 
the Boy Scouts of America. This property was called 
“Camp Louis Farr” in honor of their friend. Ira Yates 
and other members of First Christian Church pro- 
vided funds for an organ for the church in memory 
of Farr in 1936. 


Louis L. Farr truly exemplified the phrase “‘a true 
West Texan.” When he came here he found undev- 
eloped country but throughout his lifetime he worked 
for its development and progress. 

by Nonie Green 


FEIL, HENRY, SR. 


Henry Feil, Sr. was born near Hamburg, Germany 
on February 24, 1882. His parents were Wilhelm and 
Katerina (Schildt) Feil. Henry married Anna Augusta 
Kolster on October 7, 1906. She was born in the same 
area as Henry on May 2, 1888. Johann Heinrich and 
Margareta (Mahler) Kolster were her parents. 

On August 1, 1911, Henry and Anna Feil, Sr. and 
two children, Bill and Erna, embarked for America. 
Anna’s parents and her four brothers were already 
in this country, but her sister and family did not come 
until 1923. Henry, Anna and their two children 
arrived two weeks later in Baltimore, Maryland, and 
three days later they arrived in Galveston, Texas. 
Anna’s brother, Pete, took them to a farm between 
Temple and Belton. One year later they moved to 
Tankersley, Texas and lived there for four years. They 
purchased a farm eleven miles west of San Angelo 
on the Arden Road. In January, 1917, Henry and 
Anna and their children, Bill, Erna, Hertha, Henry, 
Jr., Rosa and Lilly, moved to the Midway 
Community. The family farmed and worked together 
and enjoyed the good years and endured the bad. 
The Feils lived here until they retired in April, 1955, 
and they bought a home in San Angelo. Anna died 
in June, 1967, and Henry, Sr. died in December, 1972. 

Their children have lived in and around San 
Angelo most of their lives. Bill married Hertha 
Wuemling, and they have a farm at Tennyson, Texas. 
Their three children are Mrs. Allen (Linda) Brown, 
Mrs. Leon (Corinne) McCarty and Robert Feil. 

Erna married Labe White who is deceased, and 
then married Chester Gooding who is also deceased. 
She has two sons, Al F. White and George W. White. 

Hertha (Hattie) married Clinton P. Barnes who is 
deceased. Their children are Mrs. Don (Louise) 
Gorman, J.B. Barnes and Melvin Barnes. 

Henry Feil, Jr. is now deceased and lived at the 
homeplace at Midway. 

Rosa married Hans Wuemling and they farm at 
Hico, Texas. Henry Dick and Billy Joe Wuemling 
are their two sons. 

Lilly married William Wuemling who is deceased. 
Their two daughters are Mrs. Jim (Marie) Snelgrove 
and Mrs. Wayne (Gloria) Harvey. 

Henry and Anna Feil, Sr. have inspired their 
descendants through their bravery and courage of 
leaving their “old country” for a new land which 
indicates that there is always hope and possibilities 
for those who dare to dream, work hard and look 
forward. 

by Louise Barnes Gorman 


FEIST, VALENTINE 


Valentine Feist was born May 4, 1866, in 
Germany, to Karl and Karolina Feist. They came to 
America when Valentine was four years old. 

Marie Geoke was born December 12, 1872, to 
Friedrich and Teresa Seithoff Goeke, German immi- 
grants. 

Valentine and Marie were married January 9, 
1893, in Westphalia, Falls County, Texas. They 
farmed at Westphalia. Their two sons and six 
daughters were born there. 
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Valentine Feist Family 
Valentine Feist Children: Left to right, front row: Katherine, John, Ida. Back row left to right: Lena, Mary, 


Fred, Annie, and Margaret Feist 


In 1908, despaired by unceasing rain and rotting 
crops, Valentine became ill, and was hospitalized in 
cholera September 13, 1908. 

Desperate, but determined, Marie put their 
belongings and her family on their wagon, drove 
forty miles Temple hospital. An epidemic of cholera 
hit the area. Many black farm workers became ill. 
Families died faster than they could be buried. 
Valentine died of to Temple, and sold the mules. The 
family and wagon went by train to San Angelo, where 
her brother, Mike Feist, took them to his home near 
Mereta. 

In 1910, Marie bought a plot of raw land east of 
San Angelo, built a small house, and began their 
pioneer life in Tom Green County. They pulled 
stumps, cleared and plowed the sod with oxen. 

Fred became the man of the family at age fourteen. 
Annie, Mary, and Margaret were just children, but 
worked in the fields and cared for little Lena, Johnny, 
Katie, and baby Ida. 

They walked four miles to Mereta school, wary 
of wolves and wild animals. They received only third 
grade education. Eager to learn they loved reading 
Marie’s Bible. 

They had many hardships such as bouts with 
scarlet fever, Margaret’s fall and severe concussion, 
Mary’s foot punctured by a pitchfork, and little Ida’s 
battle with blood poison. Wolves killed their dog, 
Rover, and destroyed smoked meats and foods in 
the smokehouse, while Marie and her children 
watched fearfully. Their only cow, Little Jersey, died 
before calving, leaving the children without long 
awaited fresh milk and butter. 

Blessed with rain, the crops grew, and likewise 
Marie’s children grew. Their gardens fed them well. 
Fred stayed with Marie and the family. The 1918 flu 
hit them hard, but faith brought them better times. 

Their recreation was house and barn dancing and 
square dancing. 

Marie let them dance, but early morning saw them 
working in the fields. 
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Marie taught them, “Earn your bread by the sweat 
of your brow. If you don’t work, you don’t eat. I 
may not see what you do but God sees.” Her firmness 
was her kindness to them. 

In 1920, Marie left the farm to Fred and moved to 
Rowena. In 1934 she married Fred Hasenak and 
returned to the farm where she taught his three 
children, Robert, Norbert and Freda, as she had 
taught her own. 

Marie died November 20, 1949. She had been a 
true pioneer, molding the lives of her family on Tom 
Green County soil. Today that land is the Frank Gully 
farm north of Wall. 

by Dorine Frank Kozelsky 


FELLER, HERMAN W. 


Herman William Feller was born in 
Fredericksburg, Texas on August 3, 1861. He was 
the only son (he had a twin sister) of William and 
Clara Louise Ressmann Feller, early pioneer settlers 
in Fredericksburg. 

In 1882, Herman came to San Angelo where he 
established a Tin Shop on Concho Street. On January 
1, 1889, he married Mathilde Weyrich in 
Fredericksburg and they made their home in San 
Angelo. Mrs. Feller, a daughter of the Carl Weyrichs 
of Fredericksburg, was born in Fredericksburg, on 
May 7, 1866. 

Herman and Mathilde had five children, three sons 
and two daughters. One daughter, Elise, died in 
infancy. Their four surviving children were: Herman 
William, Jr. who died in Alton, Illinois at the age of 
72, in 1963; Charles Emil who died in San Angelo 
at the age of 81, in 1973; Clara Louise Merrell who 
died in San Angelo at the age of 80, in 1976; and 
Frank Smith who died in San Angelo at the age of 
77, in 1984. 

In 1894 Herman Feller and five other local 
businessmen formed a corporation and established 
the German Evangelical Emmanuel Church of San 


Herman William Feller 
Born 3 Aug. 1861 Fredericksburg, Tex. 


Died 5 April 1919 San Angelo, Tex. 


Matilda (Weyrich) Feller 
Born 7 May 1866 Fredericksburg, Tex. 
Died 17 Sept. 1966 San Angelo, Tex. 


Angelo, Texas. This new Church was built on the 
corner of College and Oakes Streets and was later 
known as the Emmanuel Evangelical and Reformed 
Church. The Church was disbanded and the building 
sold in the 1940's. 

In the 1890’s Mr. Feller was the local 
representative for the San Antonio Brewing 
Association and was the distributor for Texas Pride 
beer (later known as Pearl beer) in the area until the 
advent of Prohibition. His first deliveries were made 
by horse drawn beer wagons, but later he used trucks. 
Soon after he went back to his tinsmith business, he 
died, in 1919, at the age of 57. His widow, Mathilde, 
died in 1966, at the age of 100. 

There are four surviving grandchildren: Louise 
Merrell of San Angelo, Texas; Jack Feller of El Paso, 
Texas; Sue Feller Donovan of Phoenix, Arizona: and 


Robert Feller, of San Angelo, Texas. One grand- 
daughter: Charlene Feller Swick, died in Grand 
Junction, Colorado, in 1985. 

by Louise Merrell 


FERGUSON, C.L. 


My parents, Charley L. Ferguson and Mary Etta 
Harrison both lived in Coleman County and were 
married in 1906. They farmed near Rockwood and 
near the Colorado River. I, Vera (Ferguson) Barker, 
was born there in 1908, and Leon in 1910. 

Later we moved to Coleman, where Dad worked 
for the public and Estaleen Ferguson was born in 
1913. We moved to Winters, where Garlan was born 
in 1916. 

We moved to San Angelo in 1920, farming in the 
Sykes community, later named Veribest, Texas. 
Charles Harrison was born while we lived there, 
about 1924. Charles was about three years old when 
we moved into San Angelo. Dad bought a two-story 
grocery store located on North Chadbourne between 
14th and 13th Streets. Mr. and Mrs. Harrison gave 
each of their daughters two lots to build a house on. 
Dad hired a carpenter to help him and built a cement 
house for him and Mother. It is still there, 52 East 
24th, owned by Dr. Charley Ferguson, a son of 
Garlan’s. Mother lived there until she died in 1969. 

Garlan and his wife, Alvice, shared four children. 
He had two sons and she had two daughters by 
previous marriages. My brother is deceased, but my 
sister-in-law still lives in San Angelo at 2411 
Colorado Street, and still owns some of the Harrison 
property, including the original house. 

Charles Harrison and his wife, Ellene, live at 1214 
Holcomb, and they also own some of the Harrison 
property. They have eight children, all living in and 
around San Angelo. 

My brother Leon is a World War veteran and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery near my mother on 
the Harrison lot. 

Estaleen married George Steward of Coleman 
County. She and George reared five children. He is 
deceased. She still lives on the farm, near Mozelle 
School. 

I married Preston Barker and we ranched for many 
years in Coke County between Robert Lee and Water 
Valley. We reared three children. We bought a ranch 
in Brown County and a house in town in 1952. Our 
daughter, Beth Gordon, owns and runs the “Barker 
Ranch.” Preston died in 1986. 

by Vera (Ferguson) Barker 


FIELD, GREEN COTTON 


Green Colton Field and Elizabeth Thornton Field 


Green Cotton Field and his wife, Elizabeth 
Thornton, were born in Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, 
but were neighbors in Erath County when they 
married in 1860. He was listed in the household of 
his father, David L. Field, in the 1860 Stephenville 
census, as a farmer, 22 years old, with personal 
property valued at $325. His 18 year-old wife was 
listed as housekeeper. In Erath County, 1880, Green 
Cotton and Elizabeth were listed with four sons: 
Victor, Robert, Isaac and Joe, and two daughters: 
Missouri and Buelah. Ida would be born the next 
year. All these sons and daughters grew to be fine- 
looking people, every one at least six feet tall. By 
this time, the first children, Minerva and Mary Jane, 
had married or left. Daniel Field, of Limestone 
County, is thought to have been a brother of David 
L. and uncle to Green Cotton. 

Rev. Field came to Tom Green in 1887, to what is 
now Coke County, and helped organize the first 
Methodist Church in W.A. Robbins home at Hayrick. 
He was 49; so he likely had been preaching for some 
time. He was a circuit riding minister and it is known 
he preached at Hayrick, Paint Creek, Edith, Robert 
Lee, Water Valley, Blackwell, and Sterling. 

Granddaughter, Larue Harmon, has his white 
porcelain moustache cup, delicately decorated in 
grey, green leaves, and yellow flowers. She has some 
of his writing, which is a beautiful script. Anna 
Epperson remembers that as a small child she was 
happy Grandpa would allow her to ride in the buggy 
with him when he visited the sick. When he died in 
1909, she wanted them to leave the pillow under his 
head. When he was laid out on a plank, before he 
had been put in his coffin, David Issac carried her in 
to see Grandpa, but she looked away. 

Green Cotton Field was an upright, dedicated 
Christian gentleman. He must have had to work very 
hard and direct his family to hard work and 
stewardship in order to raise them, feed and clothe 
them, in very hard times, and preach the gospel. He 
would probably be surprised that he is remembered 
and honored. 

In 1840 Claiborne census, Green Cotton, 2, had 
five brothers and two sisters living in the home of 
his parents, David and Winna Field. Lewis, Fielding 
and Robert are thought to be the brothers’ names. 
One named Henry is remembered, and there is reason 
to believe one named Wesley lived next door to his 
parents in Stephenville, in 1860. Crockette and Victor 
were younger brothers of Green Cotton. 

by Mrs. R.W. Fields 


FIELDS - BRIMER 


Phyllis Ann Fields, born at Edith in 1935, came 
to San Angelo with us, her parents, Vivian and 
Wesley Fields, in 1941. She attended Lake View 
School, where her teacher was Mrs. White, wife of 
a well-known policeman. 

In 1942, we moved to Tankersley, where her father 
worked as farmer and caterpillar operator on the 
Bryant ranch. 

Phyllis enjoyed school at Tankersley; in later 
grades, she helped Mrs. Terry Collins with some of 
the classes. She loved 4-H under the excellent 
direction of Miss Hazel McCoy. Foods, family, 
sewing and social graces were emphasized, including 
folk dances, such as polkas and “Put Your Little 
Foot.” 
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Phyllis and R. V. Brimer 


Phyllis graduated from Central in 1952. She 
worked for Western Printing, for the claims office 
for the Lake View tornado, and two years for the 
City of San Angelo. In 1957, she married R.V. 
Brimer, an Arkansawer, stationed at Goodfellow 
Field. They had one son, Daniel Joseph Brimer, who 
only lived six years, and is buried at Bald Knob. 

They spent the year after Danny’s death working 
for a lumber company in Roseburg, Oregon. 

They have lived in San Angelo a number of times. 
Once, she ran a bookkeeping service in her home. 
Once, she was employed by Hughes-Westbrook 
Insurance Company. In Little Rock, she worked for 
a property management firm, and in Searcy, was 
bookkeeper-manager of a Hondo Shop. 

Most of the thirty years, R.V. has worked as an 
insurance claims adjuster, having been employed 
here by Bob Fields and later, Guy Thomas. While 
owning a stock farm near Bald Knob and Searcy, 
Phyllis and R.V. have traveled all over the United 
States, adjusting ice damage to roofs in Missouri, 
flood damages in Oklahoma and Houston; and 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. They have worked 
hurricane damage from the Texas coast to Florida 
and on up the eastern seaboard to Long Island, where 
they felt far from home. 

As a hobby, Phyllis makes Raggedy Ann and Andy 
dolls for the young kin. R.V. is an excellent carpenter, 
has a wood shop where he makes furniture, weather 
vanes and other wooden beauties. They both like 
country music. 

Phyllis and R.V. are family oriented people. 
Phyllis is good company and R.V. is such a raconteur 
that everywhere, their visits are looked forward to. 

They bought a home in Bald Knob where they 
presently reside. 

by Mrs. R.W. Fields 
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FIELDS —- DeGROFF 


- 


Kim Fields and Carol (DeGroff) Fields 


Robert Kimberlin Fields, son of Vivian and Wesley 
Fields, was born June 30, 1939, at Edith, Texas. He 
was always happy to be home. We never imagined 
he would “Join the Navy and see the World.” But, at 
nineteen, he flew from Houston to San Diego and 
began a 20-year career in electronics in the U.S. 
Navy. 

His schooling was at Tankersley, Lee Junior High, 
and Central, where he graduated in 1957. He worked 
as a shoe salesman and bookkeeper at Allen’s Shoe 
Store. 

In 1958, when Kim wanted to go into the service, 
his mother wouldn’t discuss it. One day, she and Mr. 
Fields came home to find this note: “Have gone to 
San Antonio to join the Navy, Kim.” 

There were many training places: San Diego, 
Great Lakes, Norfolk, San Francisco, Seattle, 
Charleston. There were many great ships, aircraft 
carriers and smaller: The Lake Champlain, 
Independence, Wainright, and many more. He made 
one volunteer tour on a submarine. Kim has served 
in the Pacific, Viet Nam, China Sea, North Atlantic, 
Caribbean, Mediterranean, Black Sea, and whatever 
waters touch the Middle East. He has been around 
The Cape and through The Canal many times. 

In 1962, at Great Lakes Training Station, Kim 
married a Wave from Syracuse, New York, Carol 


Se eS ene » Sead Sa Ps At re | 
Lynn, Stephen, Randy, Lori, Janie and Kim Fields, 
football fans on the move. 
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DeGroff. The seven children born to them are: Lori, 
married to Eric Karlbery. They now live in Encino 
Lake, California, where Eric is water superintendent. 
Janie and husband, Ken Bibbs, live in Gautier, 
Mississippi. Stephen Wesley volunteered into the 
U.S. Air Force. Lynn married Don Stewart and is 
mother of Michael Todd, in Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi. Randall Lee volunteered into the 
Marines. Christina, entering Mississippi State in 
September, 1987, will major in journalism. Jennifer 
is a Junior in Ocean Springs High School. 

Kim has a job in electronics that requires him to 
fly occasionally anywhere from Hawaii to Beruit. 
He bought a home and three acres of piney woods in 
Mississippi. They are members of the First Baptist 
Church. Their children have been complimented 
always as being kind, considerate, and generous. Kim 
says, “When they were small, I was at sea; so I am 
afraid I have to give all the credit for how they turned 
out to Carol.” 

by Mrs. R.W. Fields 


FIELDS - HAYLEY 


Vivian and Wesley Fields 


Robert Wesley Fields was born at Paint Creek near 
Robert Lee, May 24, 1910, the son of David Isaac 
and Bettie Hannaford Fields. His grandfather, Green 
Cotton Field, an early day circuit riding Methodist 
preacher, was born in Claiborne Parrish, Louisiana, 
in 1838, and this line continued back through David 
L. Field, South Carolina, 1795, to Nathaniel Field 
who traces back to early England. Wesley Fields and 
Vivian Hayley were married in 1935. She was the 
daughter of A.H. Hayley and wife Leila. Mr. Hayley 
was the son and grandson of early Texas pioneers. 
Leila Taylor Hayley came from Kentucky where her 
father, grandfather and great grandfather were known 
as humble, though renowned Baptist preachers. 

Wesley and Vivian Fields’ children are: Phyllis 
Ann Fields, now of Bald Knob, Arkansas, wife of 
R.V. Brimer. John Hayley Fields married Mary Ann 
Simmons of San Angelo. Robert Kimberlin Fields 
(retired, U.S. Navy) married Carol Ann DeGroff of 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi. The grandchildren are: 
Tod Fields, Dallas, Texas, Lori, wife of Eric Karlberg, 
Encino Lake, California. Janie, wife of Ken Bibbs, 
Gautier, Mississippi, Stephen Wesley Fields, U.S. 


. 


Front Row: Kim, Phyllis, John. Back Row: Vivian 
and Wesley Fields about 1948 at the Bryant Ranch. 


Air Force, Randy Lee Fields, U.S. Marines, Lynn, 
wife of Don Stewart, Christina Fields, Mississippi 
State College, and Jennifer Fields, Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi. Great-grandchild, Michael Todd 
Stewart, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. 

Wesley was employed by Coke County as a 
caterpillar tractor and grader operator for seven years. 
These were dust bowl times, and besides grading 
roads, he spent much time pushing cedar and brush, 
building terraces, spreader dams and tanks, even 
using the bulldozer in pushing and piling prickly pear 
to be burned. Moving to San Angelo in 1941, he 
worked for Theo Montgomery Sand and Gravel and 
then went to Sanderson to help build an air field. In 
1942, he moved to the Pfluger farm and then to 
Bryant Ranch, where he farmed and did more 
conservation work, in building terraces, spreader 
dams and tanks. Irrigated alfalfa was the main crop, 
though maize and similar crops were grown to fill 
the large ensilage pits that Wes built. 

At Tankersley, we took part in all community 
activities, plays, programs, and chili suppers and 
happy fishing weekends on Spring Creek. Wes 
became expert in barbecuing young kid/goats. We 
had “42” parties and our children danced on the slab 
at Doyle and Minnie Johnson’s. 

I attended the Tankersley Home Demonstration 
Club and was president at one time. I was a sponsor 
of the girls’ 4-H club. I ran the Tankersley School 
lunch program for three years. 

We moved to San Angelo in 1954, where Wes was 
employed by Monarch Tile for nineteen years and I, 
three. I took art at ASU and belonged to the San 
Angelo Art Club. I later joined the San Angelo 
Genealogical and Historical Society. Developing 
diabetes, Wes retired from Monarch in 1972. He died 
June 19, 1985, and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 
I continue to paint pictures, study genealogy, and 
sell fishing worms. 

by Vivian Fields 


FIELDS —- SIMMONS 


John Tod Fields (on left), John Hayley Fields (on 
right), and Mary Ann Fields (seated) 


John Hayley Fields is the son of Vivian Hayley 
and Robert Wesley Fields, born at Wildcat in Coke 
County, March 21, 1938. John moved to San Angelo 
in 1941, then next year to Tankersley, where they 
lived on the Bryant Ranch. At nine, John got a part- 
time job at Bower’s Grocery, pumping gas and fixing 
flats. On the ranch, he rode in cattle roundup, helped 
gather sheep for shearing, and ate in the camp with 
the shearing crew. He and his brother Kim spent 
many hours hunting, fishing, and swimming on 
Spring Creek. During a drought, they once gathered 
mesquite beans for John P. Lee for 5¢ a towsackful 
for coke money. Sometimes, they were invited to 
ride the Shetland ponies and stay for lunch. Once 
they enjoyed having a full time job on Bryant Ranch 
for the summer, dousing trees with kerosene to 
eradicate mesquites. 

At 12, John was caller for the Tankersley Square 
Dance Club. He played hindcatcher for the 
Knickerbocker Haybalers, the Bobcats, Flying Red 
Horses, and American Legion. In high school, after 
school and on Saturdays, he worked as package boy 
at Harry’s. He served in the National Guard for nine 
years. 

After graduating from high school in 1956, he 
went to work for Dink Sanders, Modern Sheet Metal, 
to learn a craft. In 1967, he and Charlie Goetz formed 
Three Rivers Sheet Metal and Air Conditioning. 
Their first job was the Porter Henderson Library at 
Angelo State University. Later John became sole 
owner of the company, which has been in operation 
for twenty years. 

Mary Ann Simmons was born September 22, 
1943, in Fort Stockton to Ruie Halliburton and 
husband, A.D. Simmons, Santa Fe railroad engineer. 
She graduated from Central, and she and John 
married March 18, 1961. They have one son, Tod, 
who was active in all sports offered by Little League 
and the local schools. John was a member of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. He was assistant 
coach in all the sports Tod participated in, during 
his ten years in Little League. He also taught Tod to 
be a trapper, huntsman, and they enjoyed a number 
of fishing trips to the Rio Grande. Tod, at seven, took 
a memorable airplane trip to Washington, D.C., with 
his mother and his grandmother, Ruie Simmons. Tod 


is now in the real estate business in Dallas, where he 
coaches six-year-olds in baseball. 

Through a program provided by York, John and 
Mary have won a vacation trip yearly. They have 
been to the Bahamas, Jamaica, Bermuda, a Carribean 
Cruise, Mexico, and Hawaii. They have been to Paris 
and evirons, Portugal, Italy, Switzerland, Hungary, 
and Germany. They got to touch down in Alaska and 
Korea on a trip to Hong Kong and Red China, and 
visited Austria and Ireland. 

John and Mary built their home on Canyon Creek 
Dr. in 1977, where they raise Labrador retrievers. 
They are taking continuing education courses at 
ASU. They are interested in fitness, health and 
nutrition. Five years ago, they stopped smoking — 
cold turkey. 


by Mrs. R.W. Fields 


FIELDS, DAVID ISAAC 


cl —— 
David Isaac Fields, Bettie Hannaford Fields and 
Addie, 1899 


David Isaac Fields, farmer and Coke County 
commissioner two terms, son of a Methodist 
minister, Green Cotton Field and wife, Elizabeth 
Thornton, came to Tom Green after 1926. Isaac 
married Bettie Hannaford, March 20, 1895, in Coke 
County, where they raised eight of the ten children 
born to them. Her parents were Sarah Jane Robbins, 
Hays County, 1847, and George Wesley Hannaford, 
born in Ireland, 1837. 

In Coke County, Mr. Fields owned a farm. Mrs. 
Fields, a diabetic, the first person in Coke County to 
receive insulin, made all her young children’s 
clothing, even their underwear. She canned and dried 
fruits and vegetables, raised chickens, turkeys and 
guineas. Mr. Fields grew hogs and steers, but the 
entire family helped with the homemaking. The boys 
were plowing by the time they were eight. 

Green and Wesley’s first memories of San Angelo 
was when they rode in a wagon with Mr. Fields, spent 
the night in the wagon yard. At Martin-Glover’s, he 
bought barrels of flour, sugar in 100 pound sacks, 
dried fruit by the case, and bushels of apples. These 


went in the cellar with home-grown pumpkin, canned 
peaches, plums, berries and apples, canned and dried 
fruits and vegetables, homemade hominy. In the 
haystack were kershaws to feed the hogs. Milk was 
kept cool in sealed buckets in the cistern. Wash pots 
were kept on Salt Creek so the washings could be 
done without hauling water. 

Fields’ home welcomed all guests. Relatives were 
expected to stay as long as they liked. When this 
Methodist family lived at Edith, the parents required 
the children to attend every church service. 


a 1 : 
Field Children, Boys - Wesley, Newt, Green Fields. 
Girls - Anna and Pearl Fields, 1914 or 1915 in Edith, 
TX. 


During the long illness of his wife, Mr. Fields sold 
his farm and rented. During droughts, he sold pianos 
and Victrolas. After his wife’s death, in 1926, he 
moved here to Probandt Street so that he and his 
sons, Green, 17, Wesley, 16, and Newt, 14, might 
find work. They found a job hauling brick from the 
railroad on Fifth Street to a new brick home addition 
being built in northwest San Angelo. They did yards, 
carpentry, and fence building. By hand, and 
dynamite, they helped dig holes for the posts for the 
utility line to Mertzon. By late 1928, he and Newt 
were running a produce place at 12 Mile Bridge 
where Mr. Fields died suddenly in November, 1928. 
He was buried in Edith cemetery beside his wife. 

Living still in San Angelo are these descendants: 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe (Anna) Epperson, Mrs. Pearl Harris, 
Mr. and Mrs. Green Fields, Mrs. Wesley Fields; 
grandson, Joe Fields, a policeman, and wife, Lou; 
granddaughter, Laverne Johnson, who is secretary 
at David Crockett School, and husband Bill Johnson 
of Southwest Welding and Supply, their daughter, 
Kelly Johnson of Angelo Community Hospital; 
grandson, John Hayley Fields, owner for twenty 
years of Three Rivers Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fields were strong and courageous 
pioneers. Their lives were family centered, sustained 
by Christian faith. They passed on their way of 
thinking to their descendants. 

by Mrs. R.W. Fields 


FIELDS, HASTON, JR. 


Haston Fields, Jr., is the son and one of three 
siblings born to Haston Fields, Sr., and Emilie Davis 
Fields. He was born June 25, 1932, in Houston, 
Texas. (Brother: Raymond Fields; Sister: Vera Dell 
Fields.) 

He attended elementary and high school in 
Richmond, Texas. He graduated from High School 
in 1949, and attended Mary Allen College, Crockett, 
Texas, in 1949 and 50. 

He moved to San Angelo in 1948 and began 
working for Goodyear Tire Testing in 1971, retiring 
in 1986. 
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In 1952, Haston married Rosie Brooks. They are 
parents of four daughters, LaRue Jeanette, Janet 
Elaine, Sylvia Renee and Juanita, and three sons, 
Rondrick, Alfred Ray and Bruce Wayne. 

Haston Fields, Jr., has been an active participant 
in his church, his community and in the city of San 
Angelo. He is currently serving Chairman of the 
Deacon Staff of Saint Paul Baptist Church, Sunday 
School Teacher and member of the brotherhood of 
Saint Paul. He is presently a member of the City 
Planning Board Representatives, San Angelo 
Chamber of Commerce and the San Angelo Chapter 
of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. He was a member of the Tom Green 
County Historical Preservation League and a former 
Chairman and Co-Chairman of the Community 
Action Council. He was formally appointed by the 
City of San Angelo to a seat on the Board of Directors 
for the Community Action Council. 

Haston is a former member of the City Safety 
Council, appointed to this position by the Rio Vista 
Parent’s and Teacher’s Association, and is a former 
member of that association as well. 

He is a former member of the City Charter 
Revision Committee, former Chairman of the Black 
Texas Museum Hall of Fame, Past President of the 
Northwest Lion’s Club, former member of the 
Criminal Justice Council Youth Services and 
Resources Bureau, former Chairman for the 
Concerned Citizens for Justice, former Boy Scout 
Master and former Officer for the Goodyear Credit 
Union. Haston is former Chairman of the Goodyear 
Bowling League and has served as Co-Chairman of 
the League. He is also a former Voter Registration 
Committee member. 

It can be said that Haston Fields, Jr., is a true giant 
among men for his endeavors and accomplishments, 
some of which have been listed above, and make 
him stand out as an upstanding citizen, devoted 
husband, father, and brother. He is a devout Christian 
and a shining example for everyone of all ages. 


FIELDS, JOHN TOD 


John Tod Fields 


Tod Fields was born November 12, 1961, at the 
Clinic Hospital of San Angelo, the son of John 
Hayley and Mary Ann Fields. He was interested in 
baseball and all other sports from an early age. When 
he was five, he flushed a lizard out of a hole and 
captured him in a jar to take to Little Folks Dude 
Ranch for Show and Tell. Once, he and a friend 
with only a string and a bacon rind caught 97 
crawdads in Sulphur Draw and sold them at a bait 
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stand. Though never known not to be busy, one day 
he came to his grandmother’s house and spent the 
entire day, immobile in the tall Johnson grass, with 
a broomstick for a gun, playing dove hunting. His 
dad had said, “Podnuh, I'll take you dove hunting 
when I get home from work; but we have to be still, 
or the dove will fly on over.”’ Another day, finding 
little green grasshoppers in the shrubs, he worked 
all day putting grasshoppers in a jar so his dad 
might take him fishing. 

Ata very early age, he began trapping. His great- 
aunt, Irene Belcher, at 110 South Adams, commis- 
sioned him to see if he could trap a skunk under her 
house. He caught the skunk, but decided to call the 
police to see what to do with it! Many winters, he 
enjoyed the life of the deer camp and challenge of 
hunting and trapping. 


Utihte 
wins 


. } ] i t a \ 
Paul Fiest, John Fields, Will J. Farris and Billy Pope, 
about 1956 


He played all sports in Little League for ten years. 
His dad was assistant coach. The greatest thrill was 
being the winning pitcher against an Odessa team 
when the San Angelo team, Angelo Sporting Goods, 
won State Championship in Athens, Texas, in 1974. 

Tod graduated from San Angelo Central High 
School in 1980. He attended college at Murray 
State in Tishomingo, Oklahoma, and Dallas Baptist 
College. These colleges had great baseball programs 
where he played about 90 games in a single season. 
They went to a national tournament in Lewiston, 
Idaho, one year. A shoulder operation ended Tod’s 
hopes of having a career in big league baseball. 
He is now in the real estate business in Dallas, where 
in his spare time he coaches a team of six-year-olds. 

by Mrs. R.W. Fields 


FINDLATER, JOHN 


John Findlater was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1858. 
He was educated in private schools in Ireland and 
North Wales and attended college in Germany and 
France. In 1883 the lure of the West brought him to 
Texas where he ranched on South Mulberry Creek 
until 1887. He returned to Ireland to marry Miss 
Helen Corscaden and came back to West Texas with 
his bride. They had four sons, Frank, Jim, Martin 
and John. Helen died at John’s birth. For the next 
several years, until his marriage to Miss Edith 
Heineky, Mr. Findlater and his four small sons lived 
in Dublin. However, his love for West Texas brought 
him back, with his family, to San Angelo. He then 
established the Findlater Hardware Company, 
beginning a seventy-three year operation. John and 
Edith had two more children, Mary (Mrs. Edmund 
Hobbs) and Stevenson. 

The present site of the San Angelo Country Club 
was owned by the Findlaters and was sold to the 


John Findlater 


a 


Mrs. John F. indlater 


club directors in 1920 for $57.50 an acre. Their home 
was at the location of the original Shannon Hospital 
and was sold in 1923 to the Baptist Hospital and 
became a school and home for nurses. 

Mr. Findlater was a Knight of Pythias, a Mason, 
and a member of the Elks Club. He and Mrs. 
Findlater were Grand Matron and Patron in the 
Eastern Star. 

John Findlater died in 1935 and Edith in 1947. 

by Jean F. Millspaugh 


FINDLATER, J. MARTIN 


Jean Martin Findlater, son of John and Helen 
Findlater was born in 1892 in San Angelo, Texas. 
He was educated at Culver Military Academy and at 
Texas A&M University. He was commissioned as a 
Captain in the Texas Cavalry during World War I. 

In 1917 he married Marguerite Westbrook who 
was born in 1892 in Belton, Texas. She was educated 
at Gunston Hall in Washington, D.C. and came with 
her family to San Angelo from Waco in 1913. 

“Mart” Findlater joined his father in the family 
hardware business at the end of World War I. He 
became president of the company when his father 


J. Martin Findlater 


Marguerite W. Findlater 


retired and remained in that position until the 
business was sold in 1968. He was an early Boy 
Scout leader, a member of the Texas Hardware 
Association and active in the Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church. At his death in 1972 he was honored by a 
Resolution in the Senate of Texas, 62nd Legislature. 

Marguerite Findlater was active in several 
charitable organizations, a member of the Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church and a second generation of the 
“Twentieth Century Club.” She died in 1968. 

The Findlaters had one child, Jean (Mrs. Austin 
Millspaugh) and three grandchildren, Marguerite 
(Mrs. Donald Miller), David Gunn and Virginia (Mrs. 
Richard Young). 

by Jean Millspaugh 


FISCHER, ROY and NADINE 


Roy Fischer and Nadine Glass were married in 
St. Joseph Catholic Church in Rowena on February 
9, 1948. They moved to a farm two miles south of 
Mereta where they still reside. 


Roy was born March 20, 1924 in Olfen, Texas. 
He began his farming with a John Deere tractor he 
nicknamed “Old Betsy.” 

Nadine was born March 21, 1930 at Miles, Texas. 
She was kept busy as the children were born. They 
were Nelda Faye, born April 18, 1949; Darrell Roy, 
born January 22, 1951; Rodney Edward, born 
January 4, 1952; and Jeffrey Dale, born January 22, 
1957. 

A drought during the 1950’s was devastating for 
area farmers. In fact, there was not enough moisture 
to even plant a crop in 1956. Roy worked for a short 
while in a cotton gin in Lubbock. 

On October 3, 1959, the Lipan Creek, which 
crosses the Fischer farm, ran out of its banks. The 
family had to be evacuated by helicopter. 

In 1960, a new three bedroom house was built on 
the farm. 

Everyone worked on the farm, either on the 
homeplace, on the new lease next to their farm, or 
new land purchased west of Mereta. 

The four children attended school at Wall, 18 miles 
away, riding the school bus each day. Nelda was 
active in speech, pep squad, UIL activities and 
journalism, graduating in 1967. With a journalism 
degree from Angelo State University, she worked in 
Corsicana and was woman’s editor for the San 
Angelo Standard-Times for a short while. She 
married Jerry M. Edmiston October 28, 1972, in San 
Angelo. They and their three children, Rachel, Will, 
and Renee, live in Eldorado. 

The boys were active in FFA, football and other 
sports. Darrell graduated from Wall High School in 
1969 and from Texas State Technological Institute 
in Waco as a welder technician. He also served three 
years with the U.S. Marine Corps. He lives in San 
Angelo and is employed by Western Towers. 

Rodney graduated from high school in 1971 and 
graduated from TSTI as a draftsman. He married 
Deborah Mathews on February 5, 1977. They live 
in Bryan and have two children, Matthew and 
Jacquelin. He is employed by the City of Bryan and 
she teaches kindergarten. 

Jeffery also played baseball in high school. He 
graduated from TSTI in Sweetwater where he 
majored in radio and TV repair. He married Christy 
Griffin on September 28, 1985, in Wall. They live 
on the Fischer farm west of Mereta where he is 
engaged in farming. 

Roy and Nadine have been members of the St. 
Ambrose Catholic Church and later members of the 
Holy Family Catholic Church of Mereta. 

She sold Artex Liquid Embroidery for several 
years and is now manager of Jackson’s Fashions in 
San Angelo. 

Roy has added custom combining and cotton 
stripping to his farming activities. He has always 
been an avid fisherman and hunter. 

by Nell Fischer Edmiston 


FISHER, O. CLARK 


O. Clark Fisher was born on a ranch in Kimble 
County, Texas November 22, 1903. He married 
Marian E. DeWalsh on September 11, 1927. They 
have one child, Rhoda, who was a graduate of San 
Angelo’s Central High. She married James Grimes, 
Jr. and they have four children - two boys and two 
girls. 

After graduating from Junction High School, 
Fisher attended Texas and Baylor University, with a 
L.L.B. degree from the latter. After graduation they 


O. Clark Fisher 


moved to San Angelo and he began a law practice 
with Carter Dalton. 

The following year he was chosen Tom Green 
County Attorney, re-elected two years later; elected 
to the State Legislature in 1934; elected District 
Attorney for the 51st judicial district in 1936; 1938 
and 1940. Then in 1942 he was elected to represent 
the 21st district in the U.S. Congress, and continued 
in that position for 32 years. 

Since his retirement at the end of 1974 the Fishers 
have made their home in San Angelo and on his 
Kimble County ranch. Their legal residence 
continues to be San Angelo — where they vote. 

The former congressman has been interested in 
Tom Green County’s history for a long time. He is 
author of several books, some dealing with county 
and frontier history. The Fishers are delighted to 
know that an updated history of Tom Green is in the 
making. 

by O.C. Fisher 


FLORES, ANSELMO and 
ALVINA (ALARCON) 


Standing-un-identified Lady, Basilio Flores, 
Unidentified man, Pilar Flores, Juanita Flores and 
Pilar Flores. Adults sitting - Anselmo Flores (clans 
father), Dolores Flores Tarin, Gabriel Tarin. 
Unidentified first child, Marianna Tarin, Alvinita 
Flores, Jose (Joe) Tarin 


DOLORES -— born February 2, 1883, married 
Gabriel Tarin, on August 20, 1898. Children: Jose 
(Joe) born 1899: Marianna born April 16, 1901 - 
married Bartolo Lopes, died in 1917; Bartolo was 
son of Emiterio Lopez, 1885. Gabriel Jr., born 
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February 16, 1913 - only survivor in 1987; Tiodosa, 
born March 31, 1917 - married Alfred Duke - died 
1954. May 4, 1923, Dolores married Sabino Morales 
- had one son, Filomeno. 

PILAR — born 1886 - married Jesus Perez - 
January 26, 1909. Their children: Domingo; 
Anselmo; Jesusita - married Augustine Franco; Felix 
- married Eliza Duke; and Cruz - her mother died 
after her birth and she was raised by her God-parents 
Bernabe and Manuela Torres Martinez. 

PAULA — born 1890 - married Urbano Castaneda 
July 1919. They had one daughter Carmen - mar- 
ried Eulogio Villareal. 

Adopted daughter - and God-child - JUANITA - 
married Pablo Lebario. Their children were: Luis, 
Pablo, Clara, Eloisa (married Juanito Jaques) and 
Beatrice. 

ALVINA (Alvinita) — born December 16, 1895 - 
married Romulo Morales, November 30, 1921. 
Children were: Raul (Roy) married Olivia Parra; Eva 
- married Heriberto Torres; Ramon - married Julia 
Torres; Mary Rosario - married David Duke, Jr; 
Reginald - married Josephine Romero; and Rachel - 
married Eulogio Diaz. 

Only son - BASILO FLORES - never married. 
Born 1888 - died 1955. 

by Rose Duke 


FLOWERS, MORGAN 
and BESS 


Morgan David Flowers, Jr., the youngest son of 
Morgan David and Florence Develand Williams 
Flowers, was born July 28, 1887, at Eagle Lake. He 
married May 18, 1918. Elizabeth (Bess) Tweedy, 
daughter of Joseph Tweedy of Knickerbocker. 

In San Angelo Morgan played polo with Len 
Mertz, Gillie Gilmore, Lea Aldwell, Tom Mather, 
George Henshaw, Gene Linthicum, Dick Nasworthy, 
Albert Roe and others. The teams were the Rainbows 
and the Concho Kids. Moving to California in the 
early thirties, he was employed by Will Rogers to 
train polo ponies at the Riviera Country Club where 
the film colony gathered. Bob Skene, a 10-goal 
international polo player, recently said: “There were 
four polo fields and a Spanish clubhouse just off 
Sunset Boulevard. Sunday, that was the place to be. 
Spencer Tracy, Darryl Zanuck, Bob Stack and Walt 
Disney all played polo there. Zanuck was a big 
patron; Aidan Roark, one of his assistants, was one 
of California’s best players. Guinn “Big Boy” 
Williams was the best of the actors who played.” 

Others were Errol Flynn and Cesar Romero. 
Morgan Flowers taught Robert Stack and Romero 
how to play. Morgan was rated the best player at #4 
position on the West Coast. 

His association with the film colony led to his 
entry into the movies. As a stunt man he doubled for 
Walter Huston, Errol Flynn and Jack Holt. Appearing 
in many movies where horses were used, he was 
often the “fall guy” in the plot. In “Charge of the 
Light Brigade” he doubled for Errol Flynn through- 
out the movie and in “Stage Coach” with John Wayne 
he rode shotgun on the coach and had a small 
speaking part. 

Elizabeth Tweedy Flowers died on May 13, 1943. 
Morgan died on February 12, 1949 at Los Angeles. 
They are both buried at Woodlawn Cemetery in Santa 
Monica, California. Morgan and Bess had one son, 
Joseph Tweedy Flowers, born in San Angelo April, 
1919. He married Barbara Easterwood and they lived 
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at Marina Del Rey, Calif., until his death in 1979. 
Barbara Flowers lives in Marina Del Rey near her 
son, Steven Flowers, and frequently flies to Portugal 
to visit her daughter, Kathleen, and three grand- 
children. 

by Develand Flowers 


FLOWERS, OLIVER J. 
and LONA 


Oliver Jackson Flowers, eldest son of Morgan 
David and Florence Develand Williams Flowers, was 
born July 14, 1885, at Eagle Lake, Colorado County. 
Oliver Flowers married Lona Inez Skelton, daughter 
of Gustavus Beauregard and Sarah Virginia Skelton, 
November 18, 1908. 

He was working as a bookkeeper in the Eagle Lake 
First National Bank, but his heart was never in 
banking or desk work, and he soon went into 
ranching full time. After leasing land near Eagle 
Lake, he leased the Elkheart Ranch in Gonzales 
County from Houston financier Jesse H. Jones, and 
moved his wife and young daughter there. In January 
1916 he and his father formed a partnership and 
purchased the Open A Bar ranch in Tom Green 
County about 25 miles west of San Angelo, which 
they operated until the death of M.D. Flowers, Sr., 
Oliver Jackson (Jack) Flowers, Jr., was born on this 
ranch in February, 1916. 

O.J. Flowers leased land for several years before 
buying land in Menard and Kimble counties. He 
raised sheep, goats, registered Quarter horses and 
registered Brahman cattle. He was a member and 
director of the American Brahman Breeders 
Association and made several trips into Mexico to 
inspect cattle for registration with the Association. 
After his heart attack the ranch was sold in 1955 and 
he retired to his family home in San Angelo where 
he lived until his death August 14, 1961. Lona Inez 
Flowers survived her husband for fourteen years. She 
died in her eighty-fifth year January 6, 1975. 

Virginia Develand Flowers was born March 19, 
1910 in Eagle Lake. She lived with her parents and 
was closely associated with the everyday operation 
of the various Flowers properties. 

For fifty years Develand has had a keen interest 
in Flowers history. She has traveled throughout the 
South and has researched records in many 
courthouses and archives. She has scraped the moss 
and lichen from many a tombstone in order to copy 
the inscription hidden beneath, and has contributed 
to a published Flowers family history. Develand lived 
in San Angelo until recent years. She now lives in 
retirement at Kerrville. 

Oliver Jackson (Jack) Flowers was born February 
10, 1916, in Tom Green County. He was a ranchman 
whose greatest enjoyment was hunting and fishing. 
He married on June 1, 1940, Elizabeth Waddell. They 
had no children and were divorced. He died in San 
Antonio December 16, 1972, following hip surgery. 

by Develand Flowers 


FOSTER, EUGENE 
ERNEST, SR. 


Eugene Ernest Foster, Sr. was born April 11, 1874 
in Rome, Georgia. His parents were Kinchen Rambo 
Foster and Melissa Mayo Foster. His father served 
with distinction during the Civil War as a Captain in 
the Confederate Army. His mother’s parents were 


prominent writers of history and fiction. They owned 
a 2,000 acre plantation and three mercantile stores 
in Georgia. 

Eugene attended public schools in Georgia and 
graduated from the High School at Lyerly, Georgia. 
He was a member of the Methodist Church since 
the age of 12 and a member and officer of various 
agricultural organizations. 

Eugene came to Texas in 1895 at the age of 21, 
with 75¢ in his pocket. His father had traded a 
Georgia vineyard for the land in Texas and gave it to 
Eugene to make his way in the world. 

He married Elizabeth Arthur on August 30, 1896, 
in Knickerbocker where Foster was living. Elizabeth 
was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. $.D. Arthur. Mr. 
Arthur grew the first cotton and built the first cotton 
gin in the Knickerbocker area. Elizabeth was born 
May 5, 1871, in Selma, Alabama. She came to 
Knickerbocker at the age of 16 with her parents. She 
was a school teacher and taught at Crows Nest, 
Harriet, Midway, Knickerbocker and Christoval. 

Eugene worked 14 years for the late Joseph 
Tweedy, pioneer sheepman. As they could, Foster 
and his sons bought land in the area and at Arden, 
finally acquiring some 900 acres, which he and his 
sons operated on a communal basis. They maintained 
three separate households on the farm. 

The Fosters had three children, Ernest Eugene, 
born July 14, 1897, Arthur Rambo, born January 6, 
1902, and Fannie Laura born December 14, 1899. 

Eugene was instrumental in building the 
Knickerbocker Community Church and served as 
Sunday School Superintendent for 41 years. He was 
County Commissioner of Precinct 4 from 1924 to 
1944 with the exception of two years, 1935 and 1936. 
During his tenure of office he helped in building the 
Tom Green County Courthouse, the County Library, 
the Oakes Street Bridge, the Seven Mile bridge, most 
of the hard surfaced roads in the County and the 
paved streets in Christoval. He was a member of the 
County School Board for many years and served as 
trustee in his own district. Foster Park located 
between Tankersley and Knickerbocker is named in 
honor of Mr. Foster. 

Eugene Foster, Sr. died at the age of 77 on October 
6, 1951. He is buried in the Knickerbocker 
Community Cemetery. Elizabeth Foster died June 
16, 1966, at the age of 94 and is buried by his side. 

by Judy Gill 


FOSTER, ERNEST 
EUGENE, JR. 


Standing, Ernest Eugene Foster, Jr. Left to right, 
Fannie Foster Strother, E. E. Foster, Sr. Bessie 
Foster, and Arthur R. Foster. Picture taken about 
1915-16 


Ernest Eugene Foster Jr. was born July 14, 1897 
on a farm located on the Main Concho River 10 miles 


east of San Angelo. His parents were Eugene Ernest 
Foster Sr. and Elizabeth (Bessie) Foster. His father 
was County Commissioner for 18 years and his 
mother was a school teacher. 

Ernest was raised at Knickerbocker and attended 
school at the red-planked schoolhouse. 

He married Grace Elaine Daniel April 6, 1926 at 
Paint Rock. Grace was born August 10, 1906 in 
Marvell, Arkansas. She came to San Angelo when 
she was 3 months old. Grace graduated from San 
Angelo High School and attended Abilene Christian 
College. She was a school teacher and taught at 
Knickerbocker in 1926. Grace was also the 4-H Club 
leader at Knickerbocker for a number of years. 

They had four daughters: Marjorie Elaine born 
January 17, 1927, Bettye Grace born June 24, 1929, 
Ethel Ernestine born August 27, 1930, and Alice 
Jeanne born July 1, 1935. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Eugene Foster, Jr. 


For the next 58 years Ernest and Grace farmed on 
land at Knickerbocker. They raised cotton, wheat, 
and haygrazer and had about 150 head of cattle. They 
also ran a dairy for a few years. 

They were very active in the Knickerbocker 
Community Church. Ernest and his father helped 
build the present-day church in 1931 and Ernest was 
Sunday School Supervisor for 33 years (1951 to 
1984). Grace was the Sunday School teacher for a 
number of years. 

Ernest and Grace believed in community 
involvement and lovingly participated in all the 
community functions. They took care of the Church 
and Cemetery. 

Ernest followed in the footsteps of his ancestors 
by assuming an active role in the community of 100 
people. He was a member of the Historical Society 
of Tom Green County, served as school trustee for 
two terms at the old Knickerbocker School, served 
on the Eldorado Divide Soil Conservation Board of 
Supervisors for 20 years and served as election judge 
for more than 20 years until his death. 

Ernest and Grace Foster died on the same day two 
years apart. Grace died December 12, 1982 and 
Ernest died December 12, 1984. They are buried in 
the Knickerbocker Cemetery. 

by Judy Gill 


FOSTER, MARIE (TRIPLETT) 


Co 
Marie Triplett Foster and Pete Foster, about 1945 


Concho County, Texas pioneers John Quitman 
Triplett and Ora Linnie Ledbetter Triplett were the 
parents of four daughters, all born in the small 
community of Pasche. Golda Marie was born June 
30, 1910; Lou Ellen, born Jan. 6, 1912; Johnnie 
Lucille, born May 14, 1913, and Winnie Davis, born 
July 11, 1917 and died Oct. 31, 1932. 

Marie graduated as salutatorian of Pasche High 
School in 1926 and attended Simmons College (later 
Hardin-Simmons University). While attending 
college, Marie saw world famous aviators Wiley Post 
and Charles Lindbergh when their 1927 tours of the 
country stopped in Abilene. After college, Marie 
returned to Pasche to work with her parents who 
owned the general mercantile store, the cotton gin, 
and ranched. John Q. Triplett was a major cotton 
buyer in West Central Texas. John Q. and Ora Triplett 
died of pneumonia on Feb. 18 and Feb. 19, 1938, 
respectively. They are buried in Live Oak Cemetery, 
Brady, Texas in the Triplett-Ledbetter family plots. 

Marie moved to San Angelo following the deaths 
of her parents and worked as a draftsman for Doyle 
Maddux, architect. She married Emmett McCrohan, 
Jr., in 1940 and during World War II they owned 
and operated the Texas Hotel. They were divorced. 

On Oct. 9, 1945, Marie married Horace Martin 
“Pete” Foster, the grandson and son of Jones and 
Taylor County pioneers. Pete was born Jan. 4, 1910 
in Abilene, Texas, and died Aug. 6, 1982 in San 
Angelo. He was a heavy equipment mechanic and 
veteran of World War II. 

Pete and Marie are the parents of four children: 
Golda Marie, born April 22, 1948; Jo Ann, born Jan. 
4, 1950; H.M. II, born May 15, 1951, and John 
Triplett, born Feb. 17, 1953. 

Grandchildren are: James Russell “Rusty”’ Foster, 
born May 26, 1977 (son of John T. Foster and Lynn 
Grube Hughes Foster), Shannon Wayne Allen, born 
Sept. 22, 1978 (son of Jo Ann and Ronald “Ronnie” 
Loyd Allen), and Heather Marie Foster, born April 
28, 1995 (daughter of H.M. Foster II and Antoinette 
Talanco Haegelin Foster). H.M. was previously 
married to Clementine Pelegrino Pici, and John T. is 


now married to Deborah Mitchell Atkinson. Golda 
was married to and divorced R.A. Anders and James 
Leroy Butt. Step-grandchildren are: Jamie Ann 
Anders Martin, Billy Don Anders, Bradley Robert 
Pici, Jonette Nicole Haegelin, Stephanie Hughes, 
Dale Scott Hughes, Raquel Atkinson Peterman, and 
Robert Atkinson. 


: ii 
Marie Triplett Foster, made 1991 at Fort Concho 


On Dec. 21, 1996, Marie’s first great-grandchild, 
Kade Russell Foster was born in San Angelo. Kade’s 
parents are Rusty and Kiki Beth Labhart Foster. 

Marie has spent over 30 years compiling the 
complete genealogies of her Ledbetter, Blackwell, 
and Triplett families. Since 1987 she has worked 
tirelessly on the Tom Green County History Book 
project. She has been a member of the Tom Green 
County Historical Commission and the Tom Green 
County Historical Preservation League. Her 
dedication to collecting and preserving biographic 
histories was honored June 12, 1990, when the Black 
Texans Historical Society presented her a plaque for 
outstanding service. During the 1950s and 1960s, 
Marie’s dressmaking talent made her one of the most 
popular in San Angelo. 

by Golda M. Foster 


FRANCO, CARMEN (TORRES) 


Carmen Torres Franco Family 
Left to right, front row: Elizabeth, Selso, Carmen and 
Eloisa. 2nd row, Arthur, Cecelia, Margaret and 
Edward 


Carmen Torres Franco was born July 31, 1904 in 
Rowena to Lorenza and Torivio Torres. She married 
Selso Franco, son of Suzana (Jacques) and Jose 
Franco on June 6, 1925. 

Carmen and Selso raised seven children: Selso, 
Jr., Eloisa, Eduardo (Edward), Margaret, Cecelia, 
Arturo, and Elizabeth. Carmen worked as a house- 
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keeper for the Tweedy family. Carmen, dedicated to 
working hard to raise her family, always found time 
to be active in church functions and to this day 
continues to be a hardworking member of the 
Immaculate Conception Church community. 

Her thoughtfulness and helpfulness for others has 
earned her a position of respect and affection, as she 
is referred by many as “Memo” or Tia Carmen. The 
only surviving child of Luz and Torivio Torres, Tia 
Carmen continues to reside in Knickerbocker, with 
her son Arthur. Her husband, Selso, died on August 
10, 1987. 

by Ernestina Morales Torres 


FRANCO, JOSE 


Wedding picture of Carmen Torres and Selso Franco 
of Knickerbocker, Texas. 


Jose Franco, born in Spain, came to Tom Green 
County from Mexico. He married Suzana Jaques 
about 1894 in San Angelo. The couple had three 
children: Selso, Jesusita and Augustin. They settled 
in Knickerbocker about 1900. Jose was a farm 
laborer and worked with several of the local ranchers. 
On a visit to Mexico he was killed in an ambush. 

His oldest son Selso married Carmen Torres and 
also settled at Knickerbocker. They had seven 
children: Selso Jr., Eloisa, Edward, Margaret, 
Cecelia, Arthur and Elizabeth. Selso was a farm 
laborer. He worked with WPA and was also a 
musician. He and others in the community provided 
music for countless dances for many years. Selso 
and Carmen were active members of Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church. Selso died August 10, 
1987, at age 92 and was buried in Knickerbocker 
Catholic Cemetery. His widow Carmen and son 
Arthur continue to reside in Knickerbocker. 

Jesusita married Tiburcio Soto. They had four 
children, Beatrice, Toby, Irene and Marcos. They 
lived in Knickerbocker. Jesusita, now a widow, lives 
in Arlington. 
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Augustin married Jesusita Perez in Knickerbocker 
after coming back from Mexico. They had fourteen 
children. About 1940 they moved to California. 

by Edward Franco and Ernestine Torres 


FRANKE, HERMAN 


When a man chooses his land, it becomes a part 
of him and he becomes a part of the land. He does 
not own it so much as it owns him. It holds fast his 
spirit and can break his heart. It feeds his family, 
will try his strength, and build his pride. It bonds to 
his roots forever, even into unborn generations. 

So it was with Herman and Mary Franke. Herman, 
the oldest son of Elizabeth and Joseph Franke, was 
born April 30, 1896, in Lockhart, Texas - Caldwell 
County. They moved to Olfen, Texas, in Runnels 
County. In 1910, with their two sons and five 
daughters, they moved north of Rowena in Runnels 
County to make their permanent home. 

After serving in World War I, Herman met Mary 
Feist in Rowena. They were married on January 31, 
1921 in St. Joseph’s Church in Rowena. In 1922, 
they moved to Tom Green County. They bought a 
farm in the fertile Lipan Flats, west of Schertz 
School, south of Fairview. 

There they had four children; Landis, Dorine, 
Edward Joseph, and Bernie Ray. At five weeks of 
age, little Edward Joseph became violently ill of a 
virus, “Cholera Infantum.”’ He died within a few 
hours. Deep sadness touched them. 

Their land was good, a fine place to live, work, 
and raise their children. They built a small dairy. They 
fought jumbo grasshoppers and army worms in their 
crops. 

When depression years came, low prices and 
hardships befell them. They couldn’t hold on and 
they lost their farm. Their hurt was as deep as their 
roots. 

They stayed near Wall, renting the Blair farm. The 
house was run down and the land neglected to 
Johnson grass and weeds. They cleaned the land by 
plowing and hoeing in the dark days of the moon. 
Mary was Herman’s constant helpmate. They knew 
the meaning of hard work. 

Herman bought his first John Deere tractor in 
1931, then a thresher. He did custom work for 
farmers in several counties. Later he bought a 
combine to gather maize and grains. He was a part 
of his machinery, its sound was his heartbeat. His 
work showed his integrity. 

Herman and Mary loved the Wall people. They 
shared in hardships, joys, and dreams. They dreamed 
of a Catholic Church in Wall. A.W. Strube, Elmo 
Wilde, Emmitt Lehr, Otto and Ernest Schwartz, and 
many others met and made plans. Herman’s shining 
hour came when they broke the ground in 1941. St. 
Ambrose was built and Monsignor Pokluda made it 
his parish. 

After World War II began, Herman’s work crew 
went to war. He sold his machinery and planned to 
buy the Blair farm. Fate again turned on them. 
Another man bought the farm before Herman could 
close the deal. 

The sandy land of a Rowena farm in early 1950’s 
and the wooded hills of a stockfarm in Arkansas in 
the late 1950’s could not steady the roots of this Tom 
Green County farmer. 

In 1964, Herman and Mary returned to Wall to 
rent Fred Feist’s farm. The land was good, the house 
comfortable. 


Herman Franke Family 
Herman Franke on top of his first thresher. Later 
the mules and wagons were replaced with trucks and 
trailers. The work crew were fed on the jobsite from 
a cook-shack and slept on bed rolls. 


On Easter Sunday of 1964, Herman’s joy was 
complete. He told his family, “I’m so glad we’ re back 
at Wall. Mama and [ are finally at home. Our land is 
all ready for a rain so I can plant.” At four o’ clock in 
the morning, Herman’s eyes closed in death. He 
would not see that the rains did not come in 1964. 

Mary left her heart at Wall and made her home 
with their children, Dorine and Joe. On Easter 
Sunday in 1980, she died peacefully, content that 
Herman was waiting for her. 

Herman’s parents were Joseph and Elizabeth 
(Schnurbusch) Franke. In Germany, they were of dif- 
ferent classes and were not allowed to associate. They 
sailed to New York in 1894, to be married and free. 

Mary’s parents were Valentine and Marie (Goeke) 
Feist. German immigrants, they were married in 
1893. They farmed at Westphalia, Falls County, 
Texas. Their two sons and six daughters were born 
there. Valentine died of cholera during the epidemic 
in 1908. 

Marie moved her young children to Tom Green 
County in 1910. True pioneers, she and her children 
cleared and turned the rough sod into rich farmland. 
Today, that land is the Frank Gully farm, north of 
Wall, Texas. 

by Dorine Kozelsky 


FRANKLIN, MORGAN GREY 


Morgan Grey Franklin, an early Tom Green 
County settler, traveled to San Angelo in a covered 
wagon from his birthplace in Pulaski, Tennessee. 
Born October 29, 1885, Morgan was the son of 
Robert Jackson and Sarah Elizabeth Russell Franklin. 

For several years, Morgan was a stock farmer, 
continuing a long-standing family tradition. On 
September 2, 1916, he married Rosa Pearl Childers 
(born in Sweetwater, Texas, September 27, 1897), 
the daughter of Elbert and Sarah Holder Childers. 

Morgan and Pearl were the parents of four 
children. Robert (married to Mae Strickland); Lillian 
(married to Wilson Franklin); Llewellyn (married to 
John Roller), and Jim (married to Joyce Leddy). 

The Franklins moved their young family first to 
Arizona and later to New Mexico where Morgan 
began a long and successful association with the 
Singer Sewing Machine Company. He traveled 
extensively in the Southwest to sell sewing machines 
on the Navajo and other Indian reservations. 

In 1929, the family returned to San Angelo where 
Morgan and Pearl lived out their lives. Morgan 
continued his relationship with Singer until he went 
into the furniture business several years prior to his 
retirement in 1960. 

The Franklins were longtime, active members of 
Trinity United Methodist Church. Morgan served on 


the church’s administrative board for thirty years and 
as a trustee for six years. 

Always active in civic and community affairs, 
Morgan was a member of the Lake View Independent 
School District board for seven years during the 
period his children were enrolled there. He also 
served as a member of the San Angelo Zoning Board. 

Pearl, a devoted wife and mother, was treasured 
by all who knew her for her fun-loving nature and 
her willingness to help those less fortunate whenever 
she was needed. 

Morgan died in 1978 and Pearl in 1986. Their 
family includes ten grandchildren. Marie, Rusty, 
Beverly, Wilson, Rod, Chuck, Marion, Sally, Johnny, 
and Cecelia. As well as twenty-one great 
grandchildren and five great-great grandchildren, 
including the youngest, a great-great granddaughter 
named Morgan. 

by Lillian Franklin Franklin 


FRANKLIN, RUSTY 
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Rusty Franklin Family 

Left to right: Casey Franklin, Melanie Franklin, 
Betsy B. Franklin, Rusty Franklin, and Jed Franklin 


Jim Robert Franklin, better known as “Rusty”’, 
was born March 25, 1950 in San Angelo. Rusty is 
the son of Joyce Leddy Franklin and Jim C. Franklin. 
He has two sisters, Marie Stoll and Beverly Allen 
and one brother, Wilson Franklin. 

As a young toddler, Rusty was on his way to 
becoming an accomplished horseman. By the age of 
four, he was winning Western Playdays and Youth 
Rodeos. He continues to have the love his dad 
instilled in him for riding and roping. 

Rusty attended schools in the Lake View area and 
graduated from Lake View High School in 1968. He 
attended Angelo State University majoring in 
business. 

At the early age of five, Rusty started working in 
his granddad’s boot shop, M.L. Leddy and Sons, as 
a shineboy. Rusty trained and worked at every 
position upstairs in boot production. He advanced 
to working on the sales floor as janitor, sales clerk, 
shipping clerk, buyer, assistant manager, manager, 
owner, vice president and president. 

In February, 1981, Rusty, along with his dad, Jim, 
brother, Wilson, and cousin, Rod Franklin, purchased 
his uncles’ partnership in the store. The purchase 
made Franklin-Leddy Corporation owners of retail 
outlets in San Angelo, Midland and Fort Worth. 

As President of Franklin-Leddy Corporation, he 
served as a prominent figure in the San Angelo area. 
Rusty sold his interest in January, 1986. He is active 
in civic and charitable affairs, including the San 
Angelo Stock Show Association. 

Melanie Jane Wilde Franklin was born to Edwin 
and Cordula Strube Wilde July 15, 1950 in San 
Angelo. She has three brothers, John, Donald and 


Dale Wilde. She spent her youth on the farm at Wall 
until her marriage to Rusty on July 28, 1973. After 
that time, she and Rusty have made their home in 
San Angelo. 

While attending school at Wall High School, 
Melanie participated actively in 4-H, Make it with 
Wool and Home Economics activities. She graduated 
from Wall in 1968. She attended Angelo State 
University majoring in Elementary Education and 
Kindergarten. After her graduation in 1972, she 
taught kindergarten at Sacred Heart Catholic School 
and Angelo State University. 

Melanie has been actively involved in the Creative 
Arts Department at the San Angelo Stock Show, 
Junior League of San Angelo, VIPS and Holy Angels 
Catholic Church, of which the family is a member. 
The Franklins have three children. Jim Ed “Jed”’ was 
born August 11, 1979 and is a student at Bonham 
Elementary School in San Angelo. Casey was born 
May 6, 1981, and also attends Bonham. Betsy 
Brooke was born May 22, 1984. 

by Melanie Wilde Franklin 


FREEZE, C. A. “JAKE” 
and NELDA 


Carl Alexander “Jake’’ Freeze was born in 
Huntington, Arkansas, on April 25, 1901, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Allen Freeze. His father was 
superintendent for a coal mine in Arkansas, and Carl 
was able to get part-time work in the mines as a 
youngster. When Carl was about thirteen, a cave-in 
occurred. The several deaths that resulted caused 
much family and community suffering. Carl vowed 
he would never enter the mines again. 

Carl discovered, as a young boy, that he could 
throw a baseball. 

Jake attended high school in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
where he played football, baseball and semi-pro 
baseball. 

Coach Frank Bridges told Jake he wanted him to 
come to Baylor to play baseball and promised to get 
him jobs to earn his way through college. Upon 
arrival in Waco, Jake had a job building fires to warm 
the classrooms early in the mornings and also was a 
waiter in the school cafeteria. He worked odd jobs 
during all four years at Baylor and played baseball. 
Jake majored in accounting. He was elected 
President of the Class of 1925. 

During his Freshman year (1922-1923), Baylor 
won the Southwest Conference in baseball. Jake was 
chosen to the All Southwest Conference team each 
year he played, was team captain in 1925 and is a 
member of the Baylor Athletic Hall of Fame. Later 
he pitched for the Chicago White Sox, and was with 
them three years. He then decided to devote full time 
to his accounting practice. 

In 1928, Jake moved to San Angelo at the urging 
of his college chums, Dr. Dee Wall, Red Covington 
and Louis Gayer. He joined D.T. Jones in the practice 
of Public Accounting, and in 1932 received his 
certificate as a Certified Public Accountant, one of 
only two CPAs between Fort Worth and El Paso. In 
1936 he was appointed to the Texas State Board of 
Public Accountancy and was a member of this board 
for twenty-three years. He was a partner in Jones, 
Hay & Sanders until his retirement in 1970. 

In 1943, Jake started a movement to organize the 
National Livestock Tax Committee. He was called 
to Washington numerous times to testify on related 
matters. 


Mr. Freeze served as Chairman of the Board of 
Central National Bank and the San Angelo Savings 
& Loan until he retired. He served on many civic 
and community boards, including San Angelo 
Country Club, San Angelo Board of City 
Development, Sol Mayer Boy Scout Camp, and the 
Shannon Hospital. 

Nelda Nobles was born in Oklahoma, moving with 
her family to San Angelo in 1928. Jake married Nelda 
on April 17, 1934, and this union produced two 
daughters, Sandra and Ann. Sandra is married to Max 
D. Hulse and lives in San Angelo. Their children 
are, Barton Gunter of Atlanta, Georgia; Elizabeth 
Gunter Steving of Taos, New Mexico, and Sloan 
Gunter of San Angelo. Ann married David Carruth. 
They have a son, Jordan, and a daughter, Lane, and 
live in Dallas. 

Nelda was a devoted wife and mother. She was 
an avid gardener, active in the Garden Club, and had 
one of the most beautiful yards in town. She also 
was deeply involved in the war effort, spending much 
of her time as a member of the Gray Ladies. 

Jake and Nelda invested their lives in San Angelo, 
in their family, and in their friends. Jake died April 
9, 1983, and Nelda died August 3, 1987. They are 
both buried among friends at Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Max Hulse 


FRIEBELE, GEORGE LEWIS 
and MOLLIE (McNAIR) 


George Lewis Friebele, Marjorie Mae Friebele 
(child), and Mollie McNair Friebele 


George Lewis Friebele was born to Moravian 
missionary parents, John Adam and Hedwig 
Oehmann Friebele on March 25, 1862 in the Blue 
Ridge country of Mt. Bethel, Virginia. Because of 
Hedwig’s supposed poor health, the Friebeles left 
the mountains for the dry air of Texas in 1870. 
Hedwig fooled everyone by living to be San Angelo’s 
first centenarian. The trip west involved a slow train 
through Alabama, a rowboat across the Mississippi, 
a cattle boat to Galveston, a train from Galveston to 
its western terminus, Columbus, and finally 
concluded with a two weeks’ oxcart trip from 
Columbus to New Braunfels, where the family 
settled on the banks of the Guadalupe River at the 
small settlement of Fischer’s Store. 

Another family also moved to Comal County after 
1870. Randall and Susan McNair’s family had 
moved from Barbour County, Alabama. Two 
daughters from this family married two brothers from 
the Friebele clan. John Friebele married Julia Ann 
McNair and two months later George married Mollie 
Susan McNair on August 25, 1885. Mollie, the 
youngest McNair, was born July 18, 1868. 
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George Freibele and his mother, Hedwig Bisbee 
on her 100th birthday (San Angelo’s Ist Centenarian) 


George and Mollie stayed in Comal County where 
the first three children, Vivian, Lottie, and Ben, were 
born. In 1889 they moved to San Angelo where 
George began farming on Charles Metcalfe’s 
Glenmore farm. In the next few years the family 
grew. Mabel, Sue, David, and Marjorie were added, 
although both Mabel and David died young. 

In 1903 George bought a place on Grape Creek 
Road near the fairgrounds where he established a 
reputation for raising only the finest vegetables 
which he sold to grocery stores in San Angelo. Each 
year he had a booth at the fair and won awards for 
his crispy fresh celery, cantaloupes, peppers, and 
strawberries. He irrigated from a tank in which he 
raised catfish. Grandchildren remember having fried 
catfish and fried chicken on Christmas after which 
Grandpa would set off a large display of fireworks. 

In July, 1932 Mollie had an attack of appendicitis. 
She died on August 3 as a result of complications 
from the operation. After her death, George never 
returned to the house on Grape Creek Road. He spent 
the summers with Vivian and husband Jean in San 
Angelo and the winters with Marjorie and husband 
Edgar in Concan, Uvalde County. He died on 
October 23, 1949 at 87. Both are buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

Their children and grandchildren: Vivian married 
Jean Cornelison; their children are Harold Cornelison 
and Ilene Lankford. Lottie married Richard Rogers. 
Ben married Zula Autry and had two sons, Ben, Jr., 
and Emzie. Sue married Emmett Gallemore and had 
Lewis Gallemore and Ruth Johnson. Marjorie 
married Herman Garlington, and second, Edgar 
Richarz. 

by Phyliss Chapman 
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FRIEBELE, JOHN 
ALEXANDER and HEDWIG 
(HENRIETTA) JOSEPHINA 

(“OMER-OLHAN”) 


Little Grandma Friebele (Mrs. John A. Friebele) on 
her 100th birthday. 


John Alexander Friebele was born in Wessinger, 
Baden, Germany, from the province called Scheivick 
Helesteine, Germany, later given to Denmark. He 
was born on September 4, 1816 and he died on 
January 2, 1886 in Comal County, Texas. John A. 
Friebele was a Moravian minister and he traveled 
from North Carolina to Florida, taking his family 
with him. 

Mrs. John A. Friebele (Hedwig) (Henrietta) 
Josephina(“Omer-Olhan”) was born in Bethania, 
Forsythe County, North Carolina, on August 30, 1826 
and she died on January 7, 1927, one hundred years 
and six months old. She married John A. Friebele in 
Salem, North Carolina on February 13, 1851. To this 
union, one daughter, Louisa Catherine Friebele Rau, 
was born January 12, 1853 in Florida, and five sons: 
Christian J., John A., George L., Charles R., and 
Eugene T. were born. Mrs. Friebele developed 
tuberculosis and the doctor gave her about two years 
to live unless they moved to a drier and warmer 
climate. They moved to Texas in 1870. Just where 


they moved to first is unknown, but they bought a 
farm in Comal County, Texas, and they lived there 
for many years. A great-great-grandson owns the 
farm today. Their first home in or around San Angelo 
was on the old Bismarck farm southwest of San 
Angelo, where the State Fish Hatchery is today below 
Nasworthy Dam. After all her sons left home, Mrs. 
Friebele moved into San Angelo to live with her 
daughter, Mrs. C. H. Rau, Sr., and she lived with the 
daughter for many years and then she moved to live 
with one of her sons until her death in 1927. 
by Charlotte Rau Pfluger 


FRINK, CAPTAIN JOHN O. 


John O’Neille Frink was born July 9, 1843 in 
Whiteville, North Carolina. He served in the 
Confederate Army as a member of the Eighteenth 
North Carolina Infantry, Company “H,”’ having 
enlisted in April 1861. He saw action during the 
entire four years of the Civil War except for forty- 
two days when he was a prisoner with six hundred 
Confederate soldiers on Morris Island, off 
Charleston, South Carolina. It was Captain Frink’s 
regiment which mistakenly fired on and wounded 
“Stonewall” Jackson, causing his death. 

John O. Frink married first Amanda Mortimer 
Powell May 31, 1866. They had Mortimer and 
Araminta but Amanda died August 23,1869 giving 
birth to their second child. John married a cousin of 
Amanda’s, Frances Adelaide Powell of Savannah, 
Georgia (a school teacher) March 29, 1871, in Texas. 
Born to Frances was Herbert, Oscar and Frank. They 
came to San Angelo, Texas in 1906 from Taylor, 
Texas, where John had been Mayor for four years. 
He was Justice of the Peace and Commander of 
Schuyler Sutton Camp No. 1663, U.C.V. in San 
Angelo. Frances died January 13, 1923 and John died 
April 19, 1926. 

Their son Oscar married Mary E. (Mayme) 
McCain in Taylor, Texas, November 28, 1900. They 
also came to San Angelo in 1906. They came on the 
same train with Mr. W. D. Holcombe, who was 
suffering from tuberculosis at the time, and later 
recovered to start the firm of Holcombe-Blanton with 
Ed Blanton. 

Mayme had graduated from Southwestern 
University in Georgetown, Texas, and Oscar had 
studied law in Taylor under some of the finest 
lawyers in the State. He passed the Bar Exam and 
was City Attorney in Taylor, Williamson County, 
Texas. After coming to San Angelo he was elected 
County Judge of Tom Green County, District 
Attorney, for eight years, and had a private practice 
for forty years. 

His first office after coming to San Angelo was in 
the old Guaranty State Bank Building on the corner 
of Twohig and Chadbourne Streets. Then when the 
Central National Bank built a new building at the 
corner of Beauregard and Chadbourne he moved 
there on the third floor and stayed until his death in 
1947. Oscar and Mayme Frink had one child, Frances 
Porter Frink, who married Edd B. Keyes in 1934. 
They had one child, Bryan Frink Keyes, born in 
1948. Bryan is married, has two children and lives 
in Dallas, Texas. 

by Frances Keyes 


FRYSAK, AUGUST M. 


\ 


August M. Frysak 


August M. Frysak was born September 21, 1921, 
near Moulton,Texas. He moved to Tom Green 
County in 1937 to live with his Uncle and Aunt — 
Raymond and Lillie Olsovosky. He graduated from 
San Angelo High in 1939. “Uncle Sam”’ called 
August to the ‘Sea Bees’ while he was working ona 
ranch and farming. He was in the Service: 1942- 
1946, stationed in the South Pacific (New Guinea, 
Mundo). He spoke of building landing strips and 
supply dumps during World War II. 

August, on December 25, 1947, in Wall, Texas, 
married Jerlin Debus (born February 24, 1926, in 
Runnels County) (Father John Debus had moved to 
Tom Green County to land still owned by family 
members). 

Farming and livestock on the Debus gravity flow 
irrigation South Concho farm during the 50’s 
drought, was a beautiful dream with abundant crops 
of cotton, milo, and hay until 1957. We were forced 
to move because of the “Eminent Domain” of land 
which is now known as the “Three River Lakes” 
South Pool. Several farm families were forced from 
this productive irrigated land because of 
condemnation. This unfortunate situation caused the 
untimely death of my mother (Amelia Schwertner 
Debus) January 17, 1960. 

August was a Soil Conservation Director for 
twenty years at the time of his death (April 25, 1983). 
I still serve as a director of the North Concho Soil 
and Water District 208. I guess I inherited my father’s 
love to conserve the land. Mr. Debus was the first 
farmer in Tom Green County to make contour 
terraces in 1928. I remember the flood of 1936 which 
destroyed the Soil Conservation outlay of terraces 
known as the “Syrup Pan” on the home place. My 
dad had built these terraces using a ditcher and four 
horses. Dad had bought a Farmall tractor in 1931, 
so after the flood, he used a fresno scraper as well as 
his horse equipment to rebuild the terraces. 

Speaking of horses, Daddy Debus hired men to 
help with the field work. This old cemetery was in 
the middle of our farm. My sister, Alfrieda Debus 
Braden, and I took bed sheets to the cemetery and 
hid behind a large tombstone. When the hired hand 
was closing the field gate, we spooked the horses as 
well as the worker. We never did that again. 

August and I have five children: Theresa (June 1, 
1950), Sharon (March 31, 1952) married Warren 


Jerline Frysak 


Lange, Kervin (December 31, 1953), Mark 
(November 1, 1957) married Linda Schwartz, 
Kathleen (September 3, 1962) married Kenneth 
Schniers. I now have seven grandchildren. We (my 
children and J) are still operating farms and a ranch 
in Tom Green, Glasscock, and Reagan-Upton 
Counties. 
by Jerline (Debus) Frysak 


FUCHS, ALOIS B. 


Alois Ben Fuchs was born in a log cabin near 
Ander, DeWitt County, Texas, on February 14, 1903, 
to Ben and Anne Winkler Fuchs. When he was six 
years old, his family moved to Barclay, Falls County, 
Texas. He attended school at Barclay, played on the 
baseball team and attended local dances. At a 
Westphalia dance, he met his future wife, courted 
her by horse and buggy, and on October 23, 1923, 
married Cidonia Kathryn Kuhn in the Church of the 
Visitation, Westphalia. Her parents were Phillip and 
Rosa Hoelscher Kuhn and she was born on January 
8, 1905, near Westphalia. To this union, three 
children were born: Winkler Ben, whose first 
matriage was to Elizabeth Ann Rypple and second 
marriage to Minnie Lee Standridge; Valera Rosalie, 
who married Robert Bippen; and Oliva Jeanette, who 
died as an infant. They have six grandchildren and 
eleven great-grandchildren. 

The first three years of their marriage they farmed 
in the Cyclone Community near Rosebud and then 
moved to the Rowena area in the Gruenwald 
Community. Alois made the trip from Falls County 
to Runnels County in a freight car with his horses, 
cows, pigs, chickens, grain, and a few household 
items. Cidonia made the trip in an open 1923 Model- 
T touring car which took about 14 hours. 

They next lived in the Concho Community near 
Lowake. Winkler and Valera started their education 
in the one room, one teacher school of Concho. They 
attended dances and community affairs at the nearby 
Helweg Hall. During the Depression years, Alois cut 
hair on Saturday for 15¢ per haircut. 

In 1934, they moved to the Klattenhoff 
Community, where they farmed and owned property. 
Cidonia was active in the Tom Green County Home 
Demonstration Club and school activities. Alois was 
active in farm programs and community activities. 
The men and boys of Klattenhoff Community played 


baseball on Sunday afternoons. The Klattenhoff team 
challenged the Miles Giants baseball team in July, 
1936, with Alois catching and Carl Green pitching 
for Klattenhoff. Alois was the first batter and knocked 
a home run (he is left handed). Klattenhoff won 5 to 
2 over Miles. 

During the Depression years, Cidonia raised 
chickens, gardened and churned a lot of butter. Each 
Friday, Alois and Cidonia took from 75 to 100 pounds 
of butter, molded, wrapped, and labeled in one pound 
squares, 90 to 100 dozen eggs, live fryers and such 
garden produce as was available, to San Angelo. 
They peddled their product from door to door, and 
what wasn’t sold by the end of the day was traded at 
the grocery store for staples. The cash from the 
produce paid for gas, clothing, and items needed on 
the farm. Prices: butter - 8¢ per pound, eggs - 10¢ 
per dozen, fryers - 10¢ per pound. 

They were also members of a “beef club.”’ Each 
Friday, one of the members furnished a steer to be 
butchered and Saturday morning it was cut and 
divided among the members, giving them 12 to 15 
pounds of fresh beef each week. The men who cut 
the meat were Otto Jeschke at Concho, John Wilson 
and Willie Kiesling at Klattenhoff. 

During the drought of the fifties, Cidonia worked 
as a seamstress for J.C. Penney Company and Alois 
worked for the insurance department of the Tom 
Green County Farm Bureau. Alois is also a past 
president of the Tom Green County Farm Bureau 
and was voted the “Come Back Farmer of the Year”’ 
in 1963. 

They are members of the St. Thomas Catholic 
Church of Miles. Alois is a lifetime member of the 
Knights of Columbus, and Cidonia a member of the 
Altar Society. 

They celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary 
on October 23, 1986. 

Alois’s grandfather, Edward Fuchs, came from 
Alsace bordering France and Germany in 1859, and 
served in the Confederate Army. The Winklers also 
came from Alsace in 1848. Both families spoke 
French and German. Cidonia’s mother’s family, the 
Hoelschers, came from Westphalia, Germany, to 
Texas in 1835. The Kuhns came to Texas in 1856. 

by Winkler B. Fuchs 


FUCHS, WALTER 


Walter Fuchs and Adeline Gully were married on 
June 16, 1947, in Rowena, Texas. Walter, son of 
Anton and Bertha Fuchs, was born on June 25, 1920, 
in Westphalia, Falls County; his parents had come 
to Westphalia from Frelsburg, Texas; he served four 
years in the Air Force in World War II. Adeline, 
daughter of Frank and Agnes Gully, was born April 
11, 1925, in Rowena, Texas. Her father was born in 
Frelsburg and her mother was born in Westphalia. 

After their marriage, Walter and Adeline, both 
from farm families, moved on a farm two miles north 
of Van Court. Here all their ten children were born. 
Dennis, who married Barbara Hoelscher, lives at St. 
Lawrence. Fred, who married Jane Middleton, makes 
his home in Austin. Doris married David Hoelscher 
and also lives at St. Lawrence. Dolores married 
Gerald Fohn and lives in San Angelo. Bernie married 
Jackie Hubbard and lives near Van Court. Ralph is 
in Kansas; Cathy is in San Angelo. Bill and Joanna 
are still at home. One daughter, Mary, died as an 
infant and was buried in St. Ambrose Cemetery in 
Wall. They now have twelve grandchildren in 1987. 
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In 1964, they bought their own farm located 
directly northwest of the Van Court Post Office; only 
a small part of this was in cultivation, the remainder 
in heavily infested mesquite trees. The family worked 
hard and long to clear the land and make it suitable 
for cultivation. It now is a beautiful farm. 

In 1971, the Fuchs family built their own home 
on this land and have made this their home since 
that time. 

This family has been members of St. Ambrose 
Church in Wall since 1948, with all the children 
baptized here, and all nine children graduating from 
Wall High School. Walter had served on the Wall 
School Board for sixteen years. He is a member of 
St. Ambrose Men’s Society, Wall Young Farmers, 
and Wall Firemen. Adeline is a member of St. Helen’s 
Altar Society. 

by Adeline Fuchs 


FUCHS, WINKLER B. 


Winkler Ben Fuchs was born near Cyclone and 
Rosebud, Falls County, Texas, on September 26, 
1924, to Alois Ben and Cidonia Kathryn Fuchs. 
When he was three, his family moved to the 
Gruenwald Community near Rowena. He made the 
trip from Westphalia, Texas, to Rowena in an open 
1923 Model-T Ford touring car with his mother and 
sister. He attended Concho and Klattenhoff schools, 
and graduated from Miles High School. He also 
attended dances and parties at Helweg Hall, St. 
Anthony Hall (near Wall), ODHS and the now SPJST 
or the old “Kominsky”’ Halls at Rowena, Olfen Hall 
and The Hangar in San Angelo. 

On February 24, 1950, he and Elizabeth Ann 
Rypple of San Angelo were united in marriage in 
the Johnson Funeral Home Chapel. To this union, 
three children were born: Cherie Annette (Army 
Captain) married Michael J. McElligott (Major), 
Winklyn Beverly, who married John P. Hayes, and 
Merl Winkler who married Julie Lawrence. There 
are four grandchildren. In May1973, Elizabeth Ann 
passed away as a result of cancer. In March 1976, 
Winkler married Minnie Lee Standridge of Augusta, 
Georgia, who has one daughter, one granddaughter 
and as of February 17, 1987, a great-grandson. 

Winkler was a licensed mortician and worked for 
Johnson Funeral Home of San Angelo for three years. 
He was commissioned in the United States Army as 
a Mortuary Officer and served a total of 31 years in 
the army before retirement. He was in World War II, 
Korean Conflict, the 1964 riots in Panama, and 
Vietnam with a total of 52 months combat service. 
He was a paratrooper, Green Beret, and a light 
aircraft pilot. His duty took him to France, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, Germany, Italy, Saudi Arabia, Korea, 
Japan, Vietnam, and Alaska. 

In June, 1976, Winkler and Lee moved back to 
Miles and built their home on the home place where 
he grew up. They are active square dancers, enjoy 
traveling, and are Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus for Fort 
Concho and the community. 

On one of Winkler’s assignments, he was traveling 
through the International Airport, Rome, Italy, and 
standing near the end of a line of about 200 people 
waiting to go through customs, when two customs 
police officers walked along the line of waiting 
people and stopped in front of him. One asked, “Are 
you Winkler Fuchs? Please come with us.” It was a 
courtesy shown special military travelers, and he 
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didn’t have to go through customs. By the way, he 
was in civilian clothes. 
by Winkler B. Fuchs 


FULKERSON, ERVIN 


Ervin “Bud” Fulkerson was born September 10, 
1911 in Drumright, Oklahoma, the son of Asa 
Edward Fulkerson and Perna Dee Clark. His paternal 
grandparents were James William Fulkerson and 
Lucinda Freelove Floyd of Grayson County, 
Kentucky. His maternal grandparents were Beverly 
Lon Clark and Margaret Ann Coots of Grayson 
County, Kentucky. 

On May 9, 1931, Ervin Fulkerson married in 
Tecumseh, Oklahoma, to Helen Pauline Burton, the 
daughter of Robert Frank Burton and Mae Vinson. 
They lived in Stroud, Oklahoma for several years. 
He did farming and worked in the oilfield. While 
working in the Oklahoma oilfields he learned to be 
a mill wright. He went to work for a major oil 
company and came to Rankin, Texas, in 1952. He 
later worked at a gas plant in Whitesboro, then back 
to Rankin, and on to Silver, Texas, in Coke County. 
He worked most of his life as a millwright. In about 
1960, he and Pauline lived in San Angelo and he 
worked in the Susan Peak oilfield. Again in about 
1968, they lived in San Angelo. 

After retirement, he and Pauline settled in Maud, 
Oklahoma. “Bud” Fulkerson died May 2, 1982 in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Pauline still lives in Maud. They 
had four daughters: Patricia Ann who married Frank 
Owens; Barbara Jean who married Cliff Massie; 
Betty Sue who married Don Peters; and Nancy Marie 
who married Sammie J. Duncan. 

Pauline Burton Fulkerson’s paternal grandparents 
were Lewis Napoleon Burton and Anna Leonard 
Nance. Her maternal grandparents were William 
Forrest Vinson and Martha Adaline James of Franklin 
County, Alabama. 

Ervin and Pauline Fulkerson always liked to live 
in San Angelo, as they liked the weather and the 
friendly West Texas folks. 

by Nancy Fulkerson Duncan 


FULLER, FRED A. 


Beatrice and Fred Fuller married 50 years, 1953 


Fred Arlington Fuller was born in 1887 in Concho 
County. He, in his early life, worked on ranches and 
clerked in grocery stores. Salina Beatrice Wilbanks 
was born 1889 in Lafayette County, Mississippi. She 
attended Hillman College, Jackson, Mississippi, and 
attained her teacher’s certificate and taught school 
in Lafayette County. She followed her family to West 
Texas in 1909 where she continued to teach for a 
time in Concho County. 


Fred and Beatrice were married August 2, 1913, 
in Paint Rock, Texas. They lived in Beaumont during 
World War I where Fred worked in the shipyard. 
They returned to ranching in Concho County. In 
1926, they with others leased part of the Door Key 
Ranch in southeast Tom Green County. Their first 
home was a twelve by twelve foot building near the 
head of Pecan Creek. In this one-room house was a 
wood cookstove, a bed, bureau and a trunk. When 
the weather permitted, the bed was moved outside 
under a nearby oak tree. Beatrice could catch enough 
fish in the Pecan Creek for a meal in just a few 
minutes. She washed clothes near by. 

Fred loved horses. His favorite horse “Partner” 
once bucked him off, while he was trying to rope a 
wild turkey. He had one of the last herds of wild 
horses in West Texas. 

Beatrice was the 1927 Turkey Queen of Tom 
Green County Co-op. She raised and sold the most 
turkeys in this section. She said that the most fun 
she had in those early days was going in a wagon 
with her husband and helping the cook, “Ole” Juan, 
move the sheep camp. This was on the Smith 
Brothers Ranch in Concho County. There were no 
inside fences on the ranch and they ran sheep. 

Beatrice had the gift of hospitality and was noted 
for her cooking. There were many large “Gatherings” 
at their home. They had built a larger home and 
moved up the hill from the creek. 

In the forties, they bought the old Miller ranch at 
Millersview, Texas. They sold out the Door Key 
interest in 1958, semi-retired and moved to San 
Angelo. 

The Fullers were members of the First Baptist 
Church, San Angelo. Beatrice passed away in 1967 
and was followed by Fred in death in 1970. They 
had no children. 

MARTIANO (Mar-t-an-o) 
Last of the Sheepherders 

Martiano started herding sheep for Beatrice and 
Fred Fuller on the Smith Brothers’ Ranch in Concho 
County, Texas in 1925. He helped drive Fred’s sheep, 
through the country, from Concho County to the 
Door Key Ranch, Tom Green County, Texas, in 
February and March of 1926. 

He appeared early one morning at the ranch with 
a small bed-roll over his shoulder and a canvas bag 
in his hand, looking for work. It was easy to see that 
he was from south of the border and unable to speak 
English. The ranch owner showed him a flock of 
sheep, on the open range, that needed a shepherd. 
He said, “Si-si,”” and went to work. 

Martiano was wearing clothes that looked as if 
they had been purchased at an old army store. They 
were good clothes, clean and a little worn. He was a 
large man for a Mexican, with dark eyes, black hair 
and leathery skin. Very shy, he was still always ready 
to give a big smile when spoken to. His high cheek 
bones and broad set jaw showed that he was a 
descendant of a Mexican-Indian tribe. The old 
sheepherder was up early in the mornings, and 
worked late into the evenings. His army store shoes 
were soon traded for hand-made sandals cut from 
an old automobile tire. 

He preferred cooking his food over a campfire. In 
his camp, one often found a molasses bucket filled 
with frijoles partly buried in the hot coals, a dutch 
oven nearby filled with sourdough, ready to be baked 
for the evening meal, and an old black coffee pot at 
the back of the fire filled with “hot java.” 

After fifteen years of work, he announced to his 
employer that he was lonesome to see his folks in 


Mexico. He sold everything he had accumulated and 
left with a small bed-roll, canvas bag and a coffee 
can filled with American money, concealed in the 
bed-roll. 

Little is now known about Martiano except his 
name. After forty years, the ranch boss was heard to 
say: “Boys, we will work the Martiano Hill today.” 

by Mary P. Wilbanks 


FULLER, HIRAM EDWIN 


Hiram Edwin Fuller was born October 2, 1888 to 
Edwin Hiram Fuller and Katherine C. Mosely in 
Russell County, Alabama. He had three sisters: Alice 
Myrick, Katherine Hingle,and Julia Hamlet. Hiram’s 
mother died in 1891 during childbirth and he was 
raised by an aunt and uncle. 

His first marriage was to Essie Quattlebaum and 
their two children were Clarice Fuller Shirley and 
Joe Edwin Fuller, born in 1909. 

On May 16, 1916 in Anson, Texas Hiram married 
Kate Susan Cochran. She was the daughter of Wiley 
Alexander and Susan Alice (Brown) Cochran. Hiram 
and Kate had three children: Mary Kathryn Fuller 
McGill, Edwin Wiley Fuller, and Bettye Lorraine 
Fuller Lindsey. There are eight grandchildren and 
sixteen great grandchildren. 

A San Angelo resident since 1909, Hiram went to 
work that year for the Orient Railroad, continuing 
as an engineer when the Santa Fe purchased the line. 
After forty-three and a half years of continuous 
railroad service, he retired in December, 1953. For 
twenty years he served as chairman of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers in San 
Angelo. 

In 1955, when steam engine No. 1316 was retired 
and dedicated at the Fort Concho Museum, “Hi” (as 
his railroad friends called him) told West Texans 
attending the dedication ceremonies of the history 
of the old engine. 

A deacon of the First Presbyterian Church, he was 
also a member of Masonic Lodge 590, Suez Shrine, 
and Scottish Rite. Kate was a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, a charter member of the Owen 
Class of the church, the Daughters of the Nile, the A 
& M Mothers Club, and the Order of the Eastern 
Star. 

Both Hiram and Kate were proud of their son and 
sons-in-law who served their country during World 
War II and their grandsons who served during the 
Vietnam War. 

Hiram’s grandchildren remember him as a kind, 
loving, and generous grandfather and the fun times 
they had playing card and domino games with him. 

Hiram died January 20, 1965 at age seventy-six 
and Kate died November 2, 1978 at age eighty. 

by Charles C. McGill 


GAEDE, EARL FREDERICK 
and FRANCES (HAMILTON) 


I was born in Alpine, Texas, 1921, daughter of 
“Henry” and Gem (Teague) Hamilton. My father was 
Agent for the Orient Railroad there. We moved to 
San Angelo, in 1929, and he worked for the Santa 
Fe Railroad as a Telegrapher until his death in 1953. 

I remember this move — I was a little girl of 
seven years. All of our household goods, cows, 
chickens, dogs, cats and a pig were loaded in a 
boxcar. My mother, brother John, and I rode in 
the “Doodlebug” to San Angelo. My dad met us 


at the depot, driving his old “Model T”’ with the 
loose top flapping in the wind. He drove down 
Chadbourne Street, and turned left on Beauregard 
Avenue. It was a “No left turn,” and the police 
stopped us. He told my dad that he could tell we 
were from the country and gave no ticket. We all 
were very embarrassed, but when we saw the red 
brick house he had bought, we thought we were 
rich. 

Schools attended were Stephen F. Austin, Junior 
High, and San Angelo High School where I 
graduated in 1937. I attended San Angelo Junior 
College, and Texas Tech University, Lubbock. I 
worked for the Soil Conservation Service for three 
years, and later worked as a secretary at Hemphill- 
Wells. 


Earl Frederick and Frances Hamilton Gaede 


“Fred” and I were married in the First Baptist 
Church in San Angelo, August, 1947, and moved to 
his hometown of Olney, Illinois. He was stationed 
at Goodfellow Field AF Base after the war. He was 
a Flight Officer on a B-29 in the Western Pacific Air 
Offense of Japan, and completed 33 combat 
missions. He had been stationed on the island of 
Tinian in the South Pacific. 

Our children, Linda Ilene (1948), and John 
Thomas (1951) were born in Olney, Illinois. Fred 
was employed by National Supply Company, and 
we lived in Princeton, and Evansville, Indiana, and 
in Odessa, Texas. He retired from Armco Steel/ 
National Supply Company in 1983, after 35 years. 
His main interest now is “going fishing.” 

Linda graduated from Indiana State University, 
Terre Haute, Indiana, and followed us to Odessa 
where she taught in Special Education-Speech 
Therapy. She married Norman Neitzel first. There 
are two grandchildren: Kari Frances Neitzel (1975) 
and Kent Neitzel (1979). She married Roger Jatko, 
in 1984. He is an attorney with Bell and Jatko Law 
Firm, Odessa. 

Tom graduated from North High, Evansville, 
Indiana, attended Vincennes University, Vincennes, 
Indiana, and Texas Tech University, Lubbock. He 
was married to Karen Lee King, March, 1984, in 
Houston. Karen is in management, employed by 
Texas Rehabilitation Commission, and Tom is 
District Manager for Shaw-Walker in the Houston 
Area. 

by Frances Hamilton Gaede 


GALAN, ANTONIO R. 


Every day hundreds of motorists pass over the 
bridge by Christoval’s beautiful shady park, which 
perpetuates the memory of one of Christoval’s all- 
time pioneers, Antone Galan. Antone built the stone 
wall by the river and the stone replica of a ship which 
was used for a restaurant. He also built many of the 


barbecue pits and picnic tables in the city park and 
roadside park. 

Antone was born in Del Rio in 1899 and moved 
around doing odd jobs as a young lad to support his 
mother who was widowed when he was four years 
old. During a time when he was in Christoval, he 
met and married the late Lina Sevier. From that time 
on, Christoval would be his “home town.” Antone 
and Lina had seven children, all of whom are still 
living. Only one, Lydia Menchaca, resides in 
Christoval at this time. 

He proudly traced his ancestry to two brothers who 
left Spain to fight in the war between Spain and 
Mexico. The two brothers later settled in the “New 
Spain,” now Mexico, and then moved to Del Rio, 
Texas. 

Antone was a highly creative man of many talents. 
His first love was to “work the land,”’ and he used 
this talent to build a better life for his family. He 
leased land from Frank Gulden and produced such 
great crops that he was able to buy materials for the 
house that he and sons Raul and Raymond built on 
Mockingbird Hill where it still stands. 

His second love was to build homes, fireplaces, 
stone fences, and walls of natural stone. He could 
chisel and shape rock so it would become something 
beautiful to admire. Even though he only had an 
eighth grade education, his gifted mind carried him 
through the construction of many beautiful homes 
and fireplaces which can be seen throughout 
Christoval and the surrounding towns. 

In the struggles of his youth, Antone learned to 
love and respect a great man, Mr. Albert Shaw, and 
his wife Laura, who took him and his family in as 
one of their own. With this strong friendship, Antone 
was able to endure great odds and make a 
contribution to this wonderful town of Christoval. 

by Tivi Raye 


GALLEMORE, THOMAS 
EMMETT and SUE BLANCHE 
(FRIEBELE) 


T.E. “Emmett” Gallemore was born June 15, 1892 
in Knickerbocker, son of Tom and Margaret 
Gallemore. Emmett’s mother died when he was 
seven and his grandmother raised him. He, with only 
a business college education, was truly a self- 
educated man. He had one sister, Minnie Howard, 
of Abilene. 

Sue Blanche Friebele was born May 26, 1893 to 
George and Mollie Friebele at the Glenmore Farm 
of Charles Metcalfe which was then located a few 
miles southeast of San Angelo. Sue and Emmett were 
married in 1907 and had one son, Lewis, of Victoria, 
and one daughter, Ruth Johnson, of Albuquerque, 
and three grandchildren. 

Emmett started work for Baker-Hemphill as a 
bundle wrapper in 1913 and rose steadily in the 
organization until he became secretary and a director 
of the company and its allied stores in Brownwood, 
Lubbock and Coleman. He helped organize the 
Security Building and Loan Association and was 
Vice-President of the Merchants’ Loan Company, a 
finance company connected with the Merchants 
Board of Trade. 

Emmett was as active in civic and religious affairs 
as he was in business. He was a member of the BCD, 
chairman of Community Chest Campaign in 1928, 
and chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
Community Chest. He was a member of the Court 
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of Honor of the Boy Scouts and helped organize the 
Lions Club. As one of many businessmen interested 
in the growth of San Angelo, he worked to promote 
the start of an airbase in San Angelo. He was a 
founder and president of the San Angelo Hospital - 
the Shannon Hospital during its construction when 
$125,000 was needed for the initial payment on the 
construction. Gallemore raised more than half the 
money himself, traveling all over West Texas, 
seeking out subscribers to this fund. He was active 
in the First Baptist Church as head of the Sunday 
School and director of the young people’s department 
and served as a trustee of Christoval Baptist 
Encampment and as moderator of the Concho Valley 
Baptist Association. 

Gallemore left San Angelo in 1932 to assist the 
H.C. Meacham estate in handling Fort Worth 
department store properties. The family later moved 
to Victoria where Emmett and Lewis developed 
business interests. Emmett died there in 1944 and 
was buried in the Friebele plot in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

Sue moved back to San Angelo after Emmett’s 
death. She and a grandson were fatally injured in an 
automobile-truck accident in 1945 while en route to 
Cancun to visit her sister, Marjorie Richarz. She is 
buried beside her husband in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Phyllis Chapman 


GANTT, S.E. 


S.E. “Clipp” Gantt came to San Angelo with his 
parents and sister, Wooten A. Gantt, on the first Santa 
Fe train September 7, 1888. The family came from 
Paris where S.E. Gantt was born July 29, 1879, the 
son of Maroah Jane Walker Gantt and A.S. Gantt. 

In 1898 “Clipp”’ Gantt misstated his age in order 
to volunteer for service in the Spanish-American 
War. Commissioned a first lieutenant, he was 
stationed at Sullivan’s Island, South Carolina. After 
the war, he went into the furniture business with his 
father. 

In the late nineteenth century, undertaking was a 
sideline of furniture stores. J.J. Rackley had been in 
this field in San Angelo until 1887. A.S. Gantt & 
Son became a leading firm, the forerunner of Angelo 
Furniture and Undertaking Company on Beauregard. 
The chief competitor was T.A. Newton Furniture and 
Undertaking Co. 

A.S. Gantt bought the property at 24 West 
Beauregard in 1891 and constructed a building there 
in 1893. The streetcar tracks that ran in front of the 
property had to be removed in 1911 in order to pave 
the street with creosoted wooden blocks. In August, 
1917 the building was leased to Holcomb-Blanton 
Printer and Office Supply for $90 a month. The same 
firm leased it for almost 70 years. The property was 
sold in 1985 by heirs of S.E. Gantt. 

The Gantt family residence was a large two-story 
frame house at 424 West Beauregard. 

Addie Wilson was the first wife of S.E. Gantt. 
They had no children. Clipp and Addie owned the 
San Angelo Opera House. Clipp almost burned it 
down when he knocked over a lantern in the ticket 
office. After Addie’s death, he went to Mexico. 

S.E. Gantt settled in San Antonio around 1910 and 
became very successful in real estate, developing an 
area known as Los Angeles Heights. He married 
Doris Rayburn and they had two children: a stepson, 
Richard Gantt, and a daughter Jean, now Mrs. 
Thomas Wolf. There are three grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. 
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Clipp Gantt often returned to San Angelo for visits. 
He particularly enjoyed sitting in front of the store 
at 24 West Beauregard and greeting friends. San 
Angelo had a special place in his heart. He continued 
subscribing to the Standard until his death March 
30, 1948. 

by Mrs. Thomas Wolf (Jean) 


GARCIA, GUADALUPE 
and CECILIA 


Cecilia Subia was born in Shafter, Presidio 
County, and married Guadalupe Garcia in Fort 
Stockton, Texas. The family lived there and their 
children, Guadalupe, Jr., Juanita, and Cecilia were 
born there. The family moved to San Angelo where 
a daughter, Gloria, was born. 

In 1940, the family settled down at Knickerbocker, 
where Richard, Ramon, Joe Ben, and Philip were 
born. Guadalupe and Cecilia worked for several 
families in San Angelo. With Mrs. Garcia as 
housekeeper and Mr. Garcia working the yards, they 
put in twenty-nine years with Mrs. Freda Susan and 
twenty-nine years with Oscar and Margaret Filleman. 

Mrs. Garcia retired after Mr. Garcia passed away, 
but her full-time work continues at home, where she 
has raised several grandchildren and always baby 
sits other children with genuine grandmotherly love. 
She is affectionately known as Grandma Garcia by 
most of the town youngsters and their young parents. 
The loving great-grandmother is also known for her 
good cooking, and when children are late coming 
home, parents can find them at Grandma Garcia’s 
playing basketball. 

The family attends Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church. 

by Rose M. Duke 


GATLIN, T. R. 


Thomas Ross (Tommy) and Mary Gatlin started 
their life together by marrying in the First Baptist 
Church, San Angelo, on April 16, 1960. 

Tommy is the son of Gordon Hollis Gatlin and 
Ruth Richards, and the grandson of Thomas Mitchell 
Gatlin II, who died in Shreveport, Louisiana in 1952. 

Tommy’s sister, Leigh Ann, is married to Billy 
John Spraggins. They also reside in San Angelo. 

Mary is the daughter of Patrick Murray Martin 
and Julia Zenobia Horton, and the granddaughter of 
James Sheppard Martin who died in 1910 in 
Sherwood, Texas. 

Both Tommy and Mary were born in San Angelo 
- Tommy on March 9, 1936, and Mary on January 7, 
1939. Both have lived all their lives in San Angelo, 
except for a three year assignment in the Dallas area. 

Tommy has since 1958 been employed by General 
Telephone Company. Since 1961, Mary has been a 
homemaker. 

The couple have two children: James Bryan, born 
February 19, 1961, and William Hollis, born January 
27, 1963. James is employed as a route man by 
Gandy’s Dairies, and William is manager of Triple 
A Muffler Shop. Both James and William are 
presently single. 

Those who have gone on are fondly remembered 
with gratitude for their influence on our lives today. 
Those still living are an inspiration to us also. 

The Master Genealogical file for this Gatlin family 
is on file in the Shreve Memorial Library, Shreveport, 
Louisiana. 

by Tommy Gatlin 


GAYER, ELSIE 
CLARA (WENDT) 


Mrs. Elsie Gayer 


Elsie Wendt was born July 22, 1905, in Berlin, 
Texas, the daughter of John Frederick and Ophelia 
Brandes Wendt. Elsie taught grades one through four 
for three years in Buckholtz and Cameron, Texas 
from 1919-1921. 

She received an RN degree from Baylor 
University School of Nursing in 1925, and the next 
year she was surgical nurse and supervisor for Colgin 
Hospital in Waco. On June 4, 1927, she married 
Louis Gayer and moved to San Angelo. From 1927- 
1929, she was the director of nursing at the Concho 
Valley Baptist Hospital which was later sold to the 
Shannon trustees and became Shannon West Texas 
Memorial Hospital. In 1929, Elsie selected, ordered, 
purchased, furnished, and set up the equipment for 
the Clinic Hospital which is now Angelo Community 
Hospital. 

In 1938, Elsie organized and became the Executive 
Secretary of the Tom Green County Tuberculosis 
Association. She organized the Planned Parenthood 
organization after she became concerned with the 
hardships occurring when tuberculosis patients had 
large families. She was also a member of the Infantile 
Paralysis Board and helped organize the County 
Health Department, and in 1948 she was instrumental 
in organizing both the Association of Retired Persons 
and the Retired Teachers’ Association. 

In 1947, Sam Kistler gave Elsie $100,000 in 
memory of his wife who had died of tuberculosis, to 
start a hospital for the care of private tuberculosis 
patients. Amie and Philip Cornick gave her thirteen 
acres of land at 902 North Main, land which had 
been their ancestral home, for her project. This was 
the beginning of what is now Baptist Memorials 
Geriatric Center, and Elsie served as the unpaid 
administrator for a number of years. 

Elsie received a hospital administrator’s certificate 
from Columbia University, and the next year Baylor 
University in Waco honored her with an honorary 
doctorate and invited her to give the baccalaureate 
address. In January 1961, San Angelo chose Elsie 
Gayer as Citizen of the Year, the first woman to be 
so honored. Six years later, the Elsie Gayer Memorial 
Building for Specialized Care and Treatment was 


dedicated at Baptist Memorials Geriatrics Hospital. 
She has also served on the first board of directors 
for Hospice of San Angelo and on the Rio Concho 
Manor Board of Directors. She served on the board 
for the Retired Senior Volunteers Program, was 
active in the Altrusa Club, The Literary Review Club, 
the Retired Teachers’ Association, the Glory Choir 
of the First Baptist Church and in various other 
activities of the First Baptist Church. 

Her husband, Louis Gayer, a prominent lawyer in 
San Angelo until his retirement followed by his death 
in 1980, provided free legal assistance for her 
projects, served on the San Angelo School Board, 
and made it possible for Elsie to pursue her many 
philanthropic ventures. They were the parents of two 
daughters, Mrs. Dwain Dodson (Elsie Ann) of San 
Angelo (deceased 1987), and Mrs. “Boots” Goode 
of Midland. 

by Bryan Dickson 


GEORGE, CLARA 
(MONSEY) (REED) 


Clara (Monsey) Reed/George, Dallas, 1937 


Clara Mina Monsey was born to Autrey A. 
Monsey and Jessie (Rodgers) Monsey on September 
24, 1916, at Trickham, Texas. The family, including 
a second daughter, Oressa, moved to San Angelo in 
1928. Jessie was in poor health, diagnosed as having 
tuberculosis with half of one lung gone. When she 
entered the Sanatorium at Carlsbad that summer, the 
two girls went to stay with their grandparents at 
Trickham. Clara did not like the way Grandmother 
altered their dresses, piecing out the necklines, 
sleeves, and skirt hems to provide more coverage 
than style. She also did not like cotton picking, which 
was very nearly part of the school curriculum. 
Classes closed down when the cotton bolls were 
ready, and everybody, including Clara and Oressa, 
was supposed to be in the fields until all of it was 
picked. Clara wrote her mother, protesting the forced 
labor and other indignities. So Jessie left the 
Sanatorium before completing the prescribed nine 


months of rest cure, and the family was reunited in 
San Angelo. 

In 1929 they moved to the municipal airport. 
Recognizing that Clara was a precocious teenager, 
her father let her drive the car, take dual flying 
lessons, and fly a glider. 

Clara and Luther Reed were married July 5, 1932, 
and lived at the airport for a time. They had moved 
to town by the time their son, Monsey Maurice Reed, 
was born May 18, 1934. When times were really 
hard, they lived with Luther’s family, and Clara 
became experienced with boiling beans for nine. 
When Luther went to work for Braniff Airlines in 
1936, they moved to Dallas. They were divorced in 
1949 and Clara came back to San Angelo. 

She attended Isbell’s Beauty School and worked 
as a beautician. With her mother being in the food 
service business, Clara also worked at that trade from 
time to time. For two years, she managed a business 
in Post, Texas. In 1959, she had a beauty shop in 
Monticello, Utah. 

She married James Lee George and they had one 
daughter, Jessie Lee, born July 19, 1955. 

Six of Clara’s grandchildren are the offspring of 
Monsey Reed: Douglas, Michael, Deborah, Troy, 
Jarrod Scott, and Jason Trent Reed. The seventh is 
Jessie Lee Sheen’s daughter, Susan Lee Schmidt. 

Clara had a bad stroke in September, 1967, leaving 
her an invalid. But she persisted to live with courage 
and remarkable good humor through more strokes, 
high blood pressure, surgery, damaged vision, and 
diabetes, for another twenty years. She died June 
21, 1987, and is buried at Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Oressa Martin 


GERBER, IDA 


The Standard-Times captured it well in a feature 
article in March 1950: “The Man Who Came to 
Dinner didn’t have a thing on Miss Ida Gerber. He 
came for dinner and stayed for weeks; she went to 
work for two weeks and still is there. That was 32 
years ago today.” Add almost another decade to that 
total, and you have one of the legends in San Angelo’s 
business women’s history. 


Ida Maria Bertha Gerber was born in San Angelo 
August 2, 1899, the oldest surviving daughter of John 
and Rosa Wenger Gerber, Swiss immigrants who 
came to our frontier town in 1884. As a teen-ager 
with four months training in Professor Smith’s local 
business college, she was asked to substitute at a 
local abstract firm for Emmett Keating (who later 
became Tom Green’s long-time Court Clerk). But 
when Keating decided to move to the courthouse, 
tiny, vivacious, brown-eyed Ida stayed on, out- 
lasting the company’s numerous splits and changes 
of name and location. (At various times the firm has 
been known as Paul Abstract Co., Stroman Abstract 
Co., Tom Green County Abstract Co., and Stewart 
Title Co.) Her good friend and business rival was 
Alpha Fread, manager of the competing San Angelo 
Abstract Co. In the mid-1950’s, Ida left the company 
to manage the San Angelo office of the Adams 
Abstract Company. 

She became Stewart’s office manager on April 
Fool’s Day 1929. In company quarters at 10 East 
Twohig, Ida’s massive roll-top desk (with its battered 
Underwood and hidden trove of candy and gum for 
children) was set beside big casement windows. 
Because she so often leaned out to talk with friends 
passing by on the sidewalk, Ida soon was dubbed 
“Juliet of the Abstract Office.” Pots of bright flowers 
and massive ferns often overwhelmed the piles of 
blue-bound abstracts; thinking it was a floral shop, 
at least one visitor wandered in to make a purchase. 

Following her mother’s death in 1933, Ida moved 
to a suite in the St. Angelus Hotel, but by the end of 
the decade she bought her own home at 1311 South 
Abe Street. Ida loved to entertain. During the World 
War II years, her house was an unofficial USO for 
dozens of young airmen at Goodfellow Field. Night 
after night, they gathered with Ida’s Angelo friends 
around the piano in her rumpus room to sing the 
latest hits that Ida banged out from her extensive 
collection of sheet music. (Ida spent many of her 
lunch hours trying out the newest tunes at the 
Houston-Clary music store.) And she organized 
weekend expeditions for them to Carlsbad Caverns, 
Del Rio, and her sister’s Coke County Ranch, strange 
but welcome sights indeed for lonesome Yankees. A 
charter member of the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club, she also presided after hours on the 
piano during state, regional, or national B& PW and 
title conventions. Ida never needed more than a few 
hours sleep. After the USO days, she often was up 
until the wee hours playing Chinese checkers or the 
latest rummy craze — Michigan, Bolivia, or Canasta 
- with friends, then finishing her one-a-day murder 
mystery. (But she was always careful to peek and 
make sure it had a happy ending.) 

Capsule portraits of Ida: A faithful choir member 
and Sunday greeter at the Presbyterian Church on 
Oakes Street. Ida’s legendary Christmas trees, filling 
a quarter of her living room — weeks to lovingly 
decorate and up for months, lights and ornaments 
every square inch, each icicle hung with care. She 
always could tell you the latest risque joke. Ida was 
brand-loyal to friend Ed Schuch; her succession of 
streamlined Pontiacs seldom were driven below 80 
mph on the highway. Each day began with the 
crossword puzzle. She saw every movie that came 
to town — provided it had a happy ending. (For that 
reason, Ida refused to see “Gone With The Wind.”’) 
She collected unique perfume bottles, salt and pepper 
shakers, and hand-painted antiques. Ida had rather 
spend money on family and friends than pay her 
city taxes on time. For her nieces and nephews, Santa 
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Claus was a nobody; they had Auntie (“T”’ for short) 
all year ’round. 

Ida’s thousands of friends came from all walks of 
life and professions. The nuns at St. John’s always 
dropped by the house for a Christmas celebration. 
But she also knew the woman who was the modern- 
day successor to Miss Hattie on Concho Street. (The 
madam, C.M., invested much of her profits in San 
Angelo real estate, and chatted with Ida when she 
came to the abstract office for a title opinion on a 
new piece of property.) A favorite family tale: In the 
early 1950’s, the title company came under new 
ownership, and Ida was told she no longer would be 
manager. The next time C.M. came to the office, she 
immediately expressed her sympathy and concern. 
“Honey,” C.M. told Ida, “If I had an opening right 
now I'd sure put you to work.” 

Ida spent the last 18 months of her life as she had 
lived her other 59 years: entertaining and giving to 
others — but this time from a hospital bed. In her 
newest Pontiac, she had dashed down to Brownsville 
to a title convention. On her return, she checked into 
the Shannon Hospital and never left. The diagnosis: 
incurable bone cancer. But Ida soon turned Room 
308 into her own new USO. Shelves were brought 
in to hold all the flowers, and comical greeting cards 
crisscrossed the room on ropes. She was always “on 
call” to fellow patients — to swap stories or sing 
German songs — and the nurses reserved a special 
shelf in the fridge for goodies Ida served to callers. 
Visitors, both from inside and outside the hospital, 
thought nothing about dropping by at 3 or 4 a.m. So 
that she didn’t miss anyone, her guests always signed 
a logbook — a parade that ultimately grew to some 
14,000, 25 a day on average. But as Ida told a 
columnist from the Fort Worth Star-Telegram just 
weeks before her death on November 8, 1959, “This 
has been a wonderful experience. I wouldn’t trade 
places with anyone.” 

by Robert E. Mims 


GERNGROSS, FRANK 
and CLARA 


A 
, Ne 


Clara and Frank L. Gerngross, 1987 


Frank and Clara Gerngross have been residents 
of east Tom Green County since 1937. During these 
fifty years, they have witnessed a severe drought 
affecting agricultural economics. Their farming 
interests included row crops of milo, cotton and 
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hay forage as well as small lots of cattle, sheep and 
swine. 

Frank Louis Gerngross was born February 16, 
1913 in Olfen, Runnels County, Texas. He was the 
fifth-born child to Frank and Anna Diedner 
Gerngross and received his education in the parochial 
school at Olfen. In 1935 he traveled to Wall to work 
his parents’ property. His first tractor was an Allis 
Chalmers with steel wheels and his first crops were 
oats, cotton and milo. The milo was harvested by 
hand with a knife and a pick sack and the cotton by 
hand with a pick sack and the oats was cut by a grain 
binder and then threshed. 

Clara Gerngross was born August 11, 1917 in 
Colorado County to Fred and Cecilia Buxkemper 
Richter. In 1923 she moved with her parents to 
Ballinger, Texas. She graduated from Ballinger High 
School in 1935. 

Frank and Clara Gerngross were married in St. 
Joseph Catholic Church February 8,1937 in Rowena, 
Texas. They are the parents of four children: Frank 
who married Tempe Braden and lives in Wall; 
Norma who married Clinton Lange and lives in 
Lubbock; Annell who married Ronald Salladay and 
lives in San Angelo; and Gary who married Ann 
Carter and lives in Silsbee, Texas. 

They were some of the first people to join other 
Wall Catholics to construct St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church which was dedicated on December 7, 1941. 
Clara was one of the charter members of St. Helen’s 
Altar Society and Frank was a charter member of 
St. Ambrose Men’s Society. Both of these organi- 
zations served the needs of the Catholic community. 

Both were active in and supported the Wall School 
PTA and other organizations to improve the local 
education system. Frank has served as director of 
Wall Coop Gins for thirty years, Wall School Board 
for a number of years, Farm Home Administration 
Board for six years and Rural Electric Coop Director. 

They were fore-runners in getting electricity to 
the rural areas in Tom Green County. Frank and eight 


other rural men met with County Agent T.I. 
Marshall in the early 1940s to organize and secure 
prospective members for a Rural Electric Company. 
Each prospective member had to invest $5.00 for a 
meter until a quota was met. Many people resisted 
and did not think it would be successful; however, 
the Rural Electric Coop was eventually formed as a 
result of this drive. 

They are active members of St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church since 1941 and hobbies include card and 
domino playing, handwork, hunting and gardening. 

by Frank Gerngross 


GERNGROSS, FRANK FRED 
and TEMPE LEE 


Frank and Tempe have been life-long members 
of Tom Green County. Both are active in the 
community, school, and Catholic church of Wall. 
They represent the true idea of a diversified family 
farm. Row crops of cotton and milo work well with 
a small swine farrow to finish operation. A small 
cattle herd, chickens and sheep from time to time 
complete the diversity. Frank and Tempe are proud 
of the property they have purchased through the years 
and are growing row crops of cotton and milo on it. 
In addition they rent some property to farm. They 
combine teamwork and dedication to make a success 
of farming during these difficult years. 

Tempe Lee was born to Harvey and Willie Mae 
Braden on June 1, 1941 in San Angelo. She grew up 
north of Wall and attended Wall School for twelve 
grades and completed two years of college at San 
Angelo College in 1961. 

Frank Fred was born to Frank and Clara Gerngross 
on November 15, 1938. He grew up in the 

community of Wall and attended twelve grades 
of school there. He attended San Angelo College for 
one year and then began his farming career. 
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Frank Gerngross Jr. Family 
Standing L to R: Cecilia Gerngross, Beth Gerngross, Marcus Gerngross, Bonnie Gerngross, Royce Gerngross. 
Seated L to R: Tempe Gerngross and Frank Gerngross, Jr., 1987 


Frank and Tempe married on February 11, 1963 
in St. Ambrose Catholic Church, Wall. They are the 
parents of five children: Bonnie K. Gerngross, Beth 
T. Gerngross, Marcus F. Gerngross, Royce H. 
Gerngross and Cecilia A. Gerngross. 

Frank is involved with Young Farmers, having 
held every office in the organization as well as some 
area offices, San Angelo Stock Show Swine Division, 
Tom Green County Stock Show Association serving 
as swine superintendent, Wall School Board trustee, 
director of Wall Coop Gins and Wall Volunteer Fire 
Department. He is a former director of Farm Home 
Administration, former county committee man for 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation 
Committee, former president and director of Tom 
Green County Farm Bureau and formerly served on 
the Governor’s Committee for Agriculture. 

Tempe has been involved with Young 
Homemakers, serving as president and other offices, 
adult 4-H leader for many years, religion teacher in 
her church and devotes many hours of volunteer 
work to her church organizations. She is an 
accomplished seamstress and spends many hours 
sewing garments for her daughters. 

Tempe and Frank have been active in the school 
PTA, booster clubs of school organizations and 
support their children in all school functions. 

The family belongs to St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church and is active in all of the church’s 
organizations. 

Their hobbies include gardening, deer and bird 
hunting and many other outdoor activities. 

by Tempe Gerngross 


GIBSON, RODNEY and 
AMALIA 


Rodney and Amalia Gibson, June 5, 1987. 50th 
Wedding Anniversary, San Angelo, Texas 


At dawn on an October day in 1934 the Santa Fe 
train was nearing San Angelo, Texas. A young man 
prematurely bald with dark brown eyes and winning 
smile, lifted the curtain of the chair car and looked 
out at the almost flat landscape. He was a New Yorker 
who had never been west of New York state. He 
looked pleased and said to himself, “Peach trees 
everywhere,” but they were mesquite trees. 

Waiting at the station for this young man were 
three elders from the Harris Avenue Presbyterian 
Church: Dr. C.E. Mays, J.F. Matthews and B.L. 
(Pa) Coulter. They took the young man to the Main 
Cafe, owned by another elder on Chadbourne Street, 
and it was there that the Reverend Rodney Gibson, 
Jr., recent graduate of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, had his first meal in Texas. The church 
had called him on a trial basis for six months. He 
was to be part of that church for twenty-two and a 


half years. He lived in the manse at 132 West Harris 
Avenue next to the beautiful Spanish type church 
on the corner of Harris Avenue and Randolph Street. 
In 1937 he married Amalia Goetz in Hot Springs, 
New Mexico. Before Amalia ever saw the manse he 
wrote her that it was a frame house “with cracks held 
apart by boards.” 

After a honeymoon in New York, Rod and Amalia 
settled in to life in the manse with only an ice box 
and a gas stove in the kitchen, one of the four 
bedrooms furnished with a bed, a vanity with a mirror 
and a chair. In the dining room there was a round 
Sunday School table Rod had purchased from the 
First Christian Church for $5.00. For Rod and Amalia 
it was all a beautiful adventure because they knew 
in their hearts that they were where the Lord God 
wanted them to be. They were surrounded by the 
love and concern, not only of the members of their 
church, but of the whole community. 

Busy years were to follow. During the next twenty 
years Rodney served the church, taught Bible in the 
local high school, conducted a daily early morning 
radio program called “Marching Orders,” and wrote 
a daily newspaper devotional called “What It 
Takes.” (365 of these devotions have been complied 
ina published book entitled “What It Takes.””) During 
World War II Rodney was local chaplain of the 
Texas State Guard, having been refused enlistment 
in any of the services because he had a history of 
asthma. He also served as interim pastor for two 
other churches. Twice a month he drove to Menard 
to conduct Sunday afternoon services. Once a month 
he traveled to McCamey for a Sunday night meeting. 

In 1943 Rodney and Elder Eugene Cochran felt 
that the Lord wanted a Presbyterian Church in Big 
Lake. With the help of citizens of that community 
the world’s first strictly drive-in church was 
organized. It was reported in Time Magazine. For 
years Rodney drove each Thursday night to hold 
worship services at the drive-in church. 

During the same 20 years Amalia taught one year 
in Grape Creek Community, five years in Glenmore 
School, then had four children in six years. When 
the youngest (Bruce) was three years old, Amalia 
received permission from the church session to open 
the Presbyterian Daily Integrated Kindergarten. It 
is thought to be the first integrated school in the area. 
She and Alice Clevenger had five years of pure joy 
working with pre-school children and their parents 
in a Christ-centered atmosphere. During those years 
Amalia was a demonstration kindergarten teacher 
in summer synod schools in Texas, Nebraska, Kansas 
and New Mexico. 

In 1937 Rodney accepted a call to be pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in La Junta, Colorado. 
Rodney and Amalia lived there until Rodney’s 
retirement in 1972. During that time their four 
children left home, one by one, graduated from 
college and began their various careers. Rodney 
continued his broader ministry by teaching Bible in 
the La Junta High School and teaching summer 
workshops at Adams State College. Amalia taught 
in the public schools six years, was president of the 
Colorado State Synodical Society two terms, and 
worked for the government for four years. 

In 1972 the Gibsons retired and returned to San 
Angelo and their Lake Nasworthy home. Rodney 
was interim pastor of St. Paul Presbyterian Church 
for three months before Fred Campbell was called. 
Until his illness Rodney led a weekly inter- 
denominational Bible Study, prayer and praise 
meeting in his home. Someone has aptly described 


him as follows: “Rodney is a man who has had two 
purposes in his ministry: To introduce people to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to help them develop in that 
relationship. His sense of humor, wit, wisdom and 
unwavering faith have made him a friend to all.” 

On June 5, 1987 the Gibsons celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with a family gathering that 
included all their children, spouses and grandchildren 
(with the exception of twelve year old Rodney IV.) 
Present were Rodney III, Barbara Gibson Bettis, 
Charles, Bruce and six grandchildren. 

Rev. Gibson died January 2, 1988, in San Angelo. 

by Amalia Goetz Gibson 


GILBERT, ALLEN CECIL 


— 


= = 
Municipal Court Judge Allen Gilbert, City Hall, City 
Council Chambers, Tuesday, April 10, 1984 


Allen Cecil Gilbert was born December 7, 1952 
in San Angelo, Texas, to Alton Cecil Gilbert and 
Barbara Ann (Cryer) Gilbert who reside in San 
Angelo. Allen has one sister and one brother; both 
in San Angelo. 

Evelyn Audrey Halfmann was born June 3, 1952 
in Odessa, Texas. Her parents are Louis Aurther 
(Jimmy) Halfmann who died February 3, 1982, and 
Audrey M. (McNellis) Halfmann who has lived at 
Park Plaza Nursing Center for the last five years. 
Evelyn has three brothers; all live in the Dallas area. 

Allen and Evelyn both attended Lake View High 
School. Both were involved in many school activities 
and functions. Allen was active in football, basket- 
ball, track and student council. Evelyn was involved 
with the girl’s basketball program, a former cheer- 
leader, and was also in student council. 

Allen and Evelyn were married on July 2, 1971 in 
Sacred Heart Cathedral. 

In 1974, Allen decided to run for the City 
Commission, as it was called at the time, and did so 
successfully. At this point in time, Allen was the 
youngest City Commissioner in the State of Texas 
and the first representative from the Lake View area. 

In 1975, Allen was appointed Municipal Court 
Judge for the City of San Angelo. Allen, in 1978, 
was appointed by the Governor of Texas to teach 
seminars through Texas Tech that are required for 
judges and clerks to attend. 
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In 1976, Allen and Evelyn’s first son was born. 
Brady Allen Gilbert was born September 7, 1976, in 
San Angelo, a beautiful bicentennial baby. On 
August 11, 1978, the family was blessed again with 
another beautiful son, Sterlin Hampton Gilbert. 

Allen is still teaching schools for the State of Texas 
as a member of the Supreme Court Education 
Committee. After ten years of staying home, of 
loving and nurturing these two “all boys” boys, 
Evelyn went to work at Lincoln Junior High. 

This family’s activities revolve around Brady and 
Sterlin. Both boys are involved in soccer and Little 
League baseball. Both boys learned to water ski 
while the family was camping at Inks Lake. 

Also, this entire family does not miss many — if 
any — Lake View Chief football games. They have 
had the same season tickets for years, but have grown 
from two tickets to four. 

The Gilbert family are members of the Lake View 
Christian Church. 

by Allen Gilbert 


GILCHRIST, GIBB 


Gibb Gilchrist was a professional engineer who 
was highly regarded in the state and in the nation. 
He showed an early interest in the water resources 
of the Concho rivers. 

Gilchrist was born December 23, 1887 at Wills 
Point. He graduated from Wills Point High School 
in 1905, attended Southwestern University at 
Georgetown a year, then received a degree in civil 
engineering from University of Texas in 1909. 

His first job was with the GC&SF railroad. 
During World War I, he served in the U.S. Army as 
Captain of Engineers. He and Vesta Weaver were 
married March 29, 1920. He was employed by Texas 
Highway Department as a division engineer, and 
came to Tom Green County in 1921 as the highway 
department’s representative on the “Million Dollar 
Road Program” for the county. He was named State 
Highway Engineer in 1924. 

For three years, he was a member of the 
engineering firm of Nagle, Wit, Rollins & Gilchrist 
of Dallas. In 1926 he helped in a water survey of the 
Conchos, and recommended an irrigation project to 
make use of the stored river water. 

He returned to the highway department’s top 
position, which he held until 1937, when he became 
dean of engineering of Texas A&M. He was president 
of Texas A&M from 1944-1948, then named 
chancellor of the A&M system. He retired in 1953 
but continued to serve as a consultant. 

Gilchrist was active in Masonic activities, being 
a Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas. 
He organized Sul Ross Lodge 1300 in College 
Station and the Steve Cook Scottish Rite Association. 

He died May 12, 1972 at the age of 84 in Bryan, 
Texas. 

by Oressa Martin 


GLASS, WILLIAM RAYMOND 


Raymond Glass was born July 25, 1909 in Valley 
Creek, Runnels County, Texas. On July 27, 1927 he 
married Mildred Hoelscher (born October 9, 1909 
in Temple, Texas) in Rowena, Texas. Five children 
were born in Runnels County: Sylvester (deceased) 
married Elvie Halfmann, Edgar married Alice 
Schwartz (Grape Creek), Roland (Wall), Doris 
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married George Schwartz (Garden City, Texas), 
Dennis married Carolyne Luck (San Angelo). 

In 1939 they moved to their present farm 
southwest of Wall where their last four children 
were born: James (Palestine, Texas). William married 
Phyllis Schaper (Casper, Wyoming), Jerome married 
Nancy Carey (Tyler, Texas), and Esther (Wall). They 
have 18 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. 

Raymond’s parents were Wm. “Willie” and Lucy 
Glass of Rowena. Willie farmed at Valley Creek in 
Runnels County. After suffering a sunstroke, Willie 
then operated a general store in Rowena until his 
death in 1912. 

Raymond was a cotton-milo farmer in Tom Green 
County since 1939 and from 1963 to 1971 in Reagan 
County. He was a member of Tom Green County 
Farm Bureau, he also wrote policies for Germania 
Insurance for the area for a short time. He also served 
on the Wall School Board 1945 to 1964. In 1941 he 
helped build St. Ambrose Catholic Church and was 
an active member until his death in 1976 (buried in 
Wall). 

Mildred, daughter of Albert and Gertrude 
Hoelscher, is a housewife and enjoys gardening and 
quilting. 

Both Raymond and Mildred are descendants of 
the large Hoelscher-Buxkemper family who migrated 
from Germany in 1846 to Texas. The Hugo Glass 
family came from Germany in 1850. 

by Esther Glass 


GLAZE, ISAAC MARTIN 


Isaac Martin Glaze came to San Angelo, Texas in 
the late 1880’s. He was born November 10, 1838, in 
Ray County, Missouri. He was a son of Lawrence 
Glaze, born in 1818 in Washington County, 
Tennessee, and Minerva Jane Dale, born September 
5, 1819, in Nicholas County, Kentucky. He was a 
grandson of John Glaze, born in 1773 in Virginia 
and Sally Hoover, born in 1790 in North Carolina. 
He was a great-grandson of Lawrence Glaze, born 
in 1749 in Pennsylvania, and Mary Glaze, a 
kidnapped infant, sold to Lawrence Glaze’s father, 
Earhart Leonard Glaze, by a ship’s captain. She was 
kidnapped as an infant in England and brought to 
America. Isaac Martin Glaze was a great-great- 
grandson of Earhart Leonard Glaze, born in 1708 in 
Germany, and Eve Bromsley. 

Isaac Martin Glaze married Nancy Ann Isom, born 
February 26, 1846, in Carroll County, Missouri. Isaac 
Martin Glaze died in San Angelo, August 1, 1898. 
Nancy Ann Isom Glaze died January 24, 1924 in 
Malaga, New Mexico. 

Isaac Martin Glaze and Nancy Ann Isom were the 
parents of: Martha M., born September 6, 1861; John 
M., born April 30, 1863; Lucy Adeline, born October 
11, 1865; Jobatha Medie, born November 9, 1867; 
Mollie Ann, born March 31, 1870; Sara M., born 
April 4,1872 (all born in Carroll County, Missouri); 
William Wesly, born November 12, 1874; Ezra M., 
born February 7, 1876; Falby Jane, born March 23, 
1879; Lenora A., born December 12, 1881; Delilah 
Amanda, born November 14, 1884; Oliver Hoover, 
born December 22, 1885 (the six above born in Clark 
County, Arkansas); and Francis G. Glaze, born 
February 1, 1892, in San Angelo. 

Isaac Martin Glaze was a private in the Civil War 
and fought with General Sterling Price. He and his 
family moved to San Angelo because he knew many 
of the people already there that were from Carroll 
County, Missouri. He and his oldest son, John M. 


Glaze, owned land around San Angelo and raised 
goats which he sold to people in San Angelo. He 
also cut timber on his property for railroad use and 
firewood for the people. Following the Civil War, 
he served as a scout for wagon trains going west to 
the Columbia River in Oregon. 

by Lyman Travis Norred 


GLAZE, JOHN M. 


John M. Glaze was born April 30, 1863 in Carroll 
County, Missouri, a son of Isaac Martin Glaze and 
Nancy Ann Isom Glaze. He moved to San Angelo 
with his parents in the late 1880s. 

John M. Glaze owned a lot of land around San 
Angelo. He raised goats and sold timber to the 
railroad and to people living in San Angelo. He also 
trapped and sold furs with his brothers. He left San 
Angelo about 1910 and took up a homestead in New 
Mexico. He later moved to California, where he died 
November 6, 1956, in Madera. 

by Lyman Travis Norred 


GLENN - GARDNER 


J. J. (Joe) Glenn 


Josiah Jefferson Glenn, 30, and Josephine 
Gardner, 19, were married July 7, 1875. The place 
of their marriage is not known, but they settled fairly 
soon northwest of San Angelo, Texas on the North 
Concho River, where all of their eleven children 
were born. Josiah, or Joe, was the son of William 
Taylor and Nancy Boston Glenn who came into old 
Nacogdoches County in 1843, later moving to 
Kerrville. Josephine’s parents, Joseph William and 
Martha Stacy Gardner came to Atascosa County, ca 
1853, then into Frio County. 

Joe and Josephine’s children were Nancy Martha 
Ann 1877, William 1879, John 1880, Willis 1882, 
Ira Deen 1884, Jeanettie and Arnettie 1887, Myrtle 
1889, Lester 1891, Irene 1893, Ruby 1895. All of 
them lived long, full lives into their sixties or beyond. 

The Glenns planted cotton, raised cattle and grew 
vegetables for their own table. It was not an easy 
life, but Josephine possessed the talent of bringing 
music and fun into their lives. She played the piano 
and taught several of the children to do so. Josiah 


Josephine (Gardner) Glenn 


played the fiddle, and all sang and loved to dance — 
taught by their mother. 

Joe was away much of the time. He made cattle 
drives to the midwest railroad terminals and at one 
time rode with Captain Leander McNelly’s Rangers. 
Young Ira once asked his sister, Martha, ““Who’s that 
man that just rode in?’ “That’s our Dad!,”’ she 
answered. 

The Indians were still giving trouble while the 
Glenns were raising their children. The problem was 
mostly thieving. 

One night Josephine was wakened by a small dog 
that slept by her bed, and when she raised her head 
she saw an Indian at the window. He disappeared 
into the darkness, did no harm and took nothing. She 
was alone with the children at the time. 

In 1887 Joe Glenn and a man named Phelan built 
a dam on the slough and started irrigating several 
hundred acres of land. This development started the 
town which would later be Water Valley. 

In 1898 the Glenns left Texas to follow two of 
their sons who had gone ahead to Arizona and who 
sent back accounts of good range land available 
there. Along with several other families in wagons 
and driving livestock, they took the San Antonio and 
San Diego Mail Route, sometimes called the Jackass 
Route, going south to Langtry to meet this trail near 
Langtry Station on the railroad. From El Paso they 
followed the Butterfield Route to Willcox in Cochise 
County, Arizona. They homesteaded land in the 
Chiricahua Mountains in southern Cochise County 
which borders Mexico, established ranches, and 
several of their descendants still operate these 
properties. 

by Harriette Glenn 


GLOVER, ARTHUR ALBERT 


Arthur Albert Glover, called “Art’’ by his 
associates, was born August 17, 1878, in Denton 
County, Texas, to A.W. and Florence Shahan 
Glover, who were farmers. In 1886 they heard that 
gold could be picked up in the streets of California, 
so, with his father and mother and two brothers, 
Fred and Christopher Columbus, he journeyed to 
California in a covered wagon. After seven years of 
no success in finding gold, they returned to Denton 
County by train. They resided there until 1895, when 


they moved to Brown County, where Arthur lived 
until 1898. 

A.A. Glover then came to San Angelo to work for 
the Temple Grocery Company as a salesman. The 
business was housed in a building of stone at the 
corner of South Chadbourne and Concho.This 
business soon sold to Walker-Smith Company of 
Brownwood, and “Art” continued with them in the 
same capacity. His sales territory comprised an area 
mostly south and west of San Angelo, and he 
travelled this territory with horses and a “hack,” 
sometimes being gone three weeks at a time. He 
called at Sherwood, Stiles, Ozona, Girvin, Buena 
Vista, and Fort Stockton, Del Rio and Menardville. 
Barnhart was not a town then, just a watering place. 
In 1906 he became a partner in the Snyder Brokerage 
and Storage Company, and continued in this business 
until 1915, when the business name was changed to 
Martin-Glover Company. He continued in this 
connection until his death in 1931. 

In early San Angelo, Arthur met his bride-to-be, 
Maude Lydia Bowman. Maude was born May 20, 
1880 in Brown County and came to San Angelo with 
her family in 1888. They were married in August, 
1901, and lived their entire lives in San Angelo. 
Children born to this union were Clinton Arthur, 
born in January, 1904, Eldon George, born in 
September, 1905, and Marie Elizabeth, born in July, 
1912. Clinton lives in Abilene, Texas; Eldon, better 
known as Bill, lives in San Angelo, as does Marie 
(Mrs. Herschel Bankston). 


A.A. Glover 


Besides the interests in the wholesale grocery 
business, Arthur and Maude were active in many 
civic, social and church affairs of the city. A.A. 
Glover served as President of the Kiwanis Club, 
Superintendent of the Sunday School of the First 
Methodist Church, and was among the group of 
citizens instrumental in the establishment of San 
Angelo Junior College, forerunner of Angelo State 
University. He was also mayor of the city from 1929 
until 1931. 

A.A. Glover died in January, 1931, and Maude 
Glover died in1965. 

by E.G. Glover and Marie Glover Bankston 


GLYNN, JAMES A. 


James and his wife, Peggy, moved to San Angelo 
in 1978. They have two children, J. Van Glynn and 
Jan (Glynn) Kure. 

Van and his wife, Claydene, have three daughters, 
Rebekah, Erin, and Melissa. Van is with West Texas 
Utilities in Abilene. 

Jan and her husband, Douglas, have two sons, 
Daniel and Andrew. Doug is with General Telephone 
Company in San Angelo. 

James retired from a career in U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service, after 
serving in Alpine, Mertzon, Stephenville, Ballinger, 
Ozona, Vega, Dalhart, Brownwood and San Angelo. 

by Mrs. James Glynn 


GOBER, BONITA REID 


My parents came to Tom Green County in 1926 
from Mills County, Texas, where they were married 
in 1908. They came to Tankersley community, where 
they ran a grocery store, service station, and a cotton 
gin for several years. I was the youngest of the family, 
having been born after they arrived in Tom Green 
County. I remember starting to school at Tankersley 
in 1934. There were at least 40 children in each room. 
Each teacher had three classes in her room. My first 
grade teacher was Ms. Johnny Lee; she was a very 
special person, making each student feel special. By 
the time I reached fourth grade, there were only 
three pupils in my class. I was the only girl in my 
class for three years. Mrs. Gladys Wilhoit was my 
teacher for those grades. We really had some good 
times playing baseball and volleyball. We played the 
small schools. It was a very special treat when we 
got to go on the bus to other schools. Mr. Wilhoit 
was principal at this time. He and Mrs. Wilhoit were 
a great asset to the community. They stayed at 
Tankersley until the 1940's. 

We attended the Baptist Church at Tankersley, and 
it seems like someone always went home with us 
for Sunday dinner. We also attended the neighboring 
church when we were not having church. Someone 
in the community was always having a party for the 
young folks. School plays and such were a very big 
part of our life. 

I remember the store in the afternoons and 
evenings being a social gathering place for our 
customers and neighbors. Being raised in a small 
community and small business has been an asset to 
me. I feel like it has helped teach me how to get 
along with people and the value of a dollar. My folks 
were a great support to the community; they tried to 
be friends to everyone. 

by Bonnie Reid Gober 


GOODWIN, MRS. L.C. 


Mrs. L.C. (Ma) Goodwin, born Loula Catherine 
McDougall in Houston County on December 23, 
1874, the eldest child in a family of eight, first came 
to the San Angelo area in 1906. She and her husband, 
Hal Goodwin, a stock farmer, were married in 1895, 
lived in Carlsbad and opened a boarding house where 
cowboys and travelers going from San Angelo to 
Sterling City often stopped. 

In 1908 she moved to San Angelo, where she also 
had a boarding house at 79 Gillis Street. In 1923 

she went into the blueprint business, eventually 
moving into a building on West Twohig Avenue. 
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Mrs. L. C. “Ma” Goodwin 


Later she went into the restaurant business and 
operated a dining room in the Landon Hotel. On 
September 23, 1933, she opened the Lone Wolf Inn 
located adjacent to the Lone Wolf Bridge. In 1937 
she erected the Tavern on the Mertzon Highway. A 
tragic fire destroyed the Tavern on the night of June 
4, 1944. Mrs. Goodwin soon began making arrange- 
ments for a new building, and it was completed in 
1945. While it was being built, she had a downtown 
family style restaurant in the 200 block of South 
Chadbourne. She continued to operate the new 
Tavern until ill health forced her to retire. 

Mrs. Goodwin was known as “Ma” to all her many 
friends — the local people as well as the servicemen 
from Goodfellow Air Field who made the Tavern 
their special meeting place. During World War II, a 
B-24 bomber that flew in North Africa was named 
for her. 

“Ma” became a legend in the San Angelo area 
where her trademarks were her warm personality, 
her ever-present cane and her often-present hat. 

“Ma” Goodwin died on February 27, 1950. Her 
survivors were four daughters, Mrs. J.M. (Juanita) 
Wyatt, Mrs. W.B. (Annie Mae) DeMoville, Grace 
Goodwin and Hallie Goodwin, all of San Angelo, 
and six grandchildren, W.F. (Bill) Wyatt, R.M. 
(Bob) Wyatt, JM. (Jake) Wyatt, Juanita Wyatt Wells, 
Mozelle DeMoville Reavis, and Beville DeMoville. 


by Jessie Wyatt 


GRAY - EMERSON 


Bobby Lee and Hazel Elizabeth (Gray) Emerson, 
19 July 1972, Sweetwater, Texas 
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Hazel Elizabeth Gray was born September 23, 
1941 in San Angelo, the daughter of Jessie Ollie and 
Frances Lucille (Lenoir) Gray. 

She married first Richard Allen Turberville, 
November 17, 1956, in San Angelo. A daughter, Jerri 
Lynn, was born December 5, 1957, in Shannon 
Memorial Hospital. 

Richard was transferred to Greenville, Mississippi, 
in January, 1958. When they got there, they could 
not find a place to live. He decided that he would 
take her and the baby to his mother in Maryland. 
They got as far as Sanford, North Carolina and threw 
arod in the car. He called his father in Pennsylvania 
and he came and got them. She and the baby stayed 
with his father about two months, then went to 
Maryland to stay a month with his mother, who 
helped her fly back to Mississippi. 

Elizabeth returned to San Angelo in September, 
1959, for the birth of their second child, Janette 
Elaine, November 2, 1959. They returned to 
Mississippi in December. 

They were transferred to Reese Air Force Base in 
Lubbock, Texas, in October, 1960. 

Elizabeth and Richard were divorced December 
19, 1964. She and the children returned to San 
Angelo to live with her mother. 

Elizabeth married Bobby Lee Emerson of Roscoe, 
Texas, November 27, 1968, in San Angelo. They 
married in the home of her sister and brother-in-law, 
Myrtle Mae and Donald Ray Mortimore, who also 
served as their attendants. 

Bob L. Emerson was born May 18, 1929 in 
Roscoe, Nolan County, Texas, the son of James 
William and Mina Ola (Dodson) Emerson. 

Elizabeth and the girls moved to Roscoe 
December 2, 1968. They adopted the girls. The 
adoption was granted February 5, 1970. 

Jerri graduated from Roscoe High School in May, 
1976. She was in band, played basketball, and was 
FFA. Sweetheart her senior year. She married John 
Edward Briscoe in Roscoe First Baptist Church June 
26, 1976. Their children are Dustin John, born May 
17, 1983, and Jamie Lee, born December 10, 1984. 
They live in Brownwood. 

Jan graduated from Roscoe High School in May, 
1978. She was in band, played basketball, and ran 
track. She attended Texas Tech University for two 
years. She married Alan Lynn Row in the parlor of 
the First Christian Church in Lubbock on August 
15, 1981. Their daughter, Jennifer Renee’ was born 
in Lubbock on December 27, 1981. They live in 
Lubbock. 

Bob and Elizabeth’s son, Bobby Lee Emerson I, 
was born July 21, 1979 in Sweetwater. 

While Elizabeth and her family do not live in San 
Angelo, they visit often with her family. 

by Elizabeth Gray Emerson 


GRAY - HARRIS 


Arthur Thomas Gray was born January 9, 1883, 
at Searcy, White County, Arkansas, the son of James 
Franklin and Powl (Patterson) Gray. 

Maudie Dean Harris was born December 15, 1884 
at DeQueen, Sevier County, Arkansas, the daughter 
of Elias Harris, a Civil War veteran, and Nancy Jane 
(Stroud) Tweedle Harris. 

Elias Harris was ill and wanted to see Maudie 
married to a good man who would take care of her. 
On November 12, 1902 in DeQueen, Arkansas, in 
the home of her father, Maudie was married to 


<> a 
Arthur Thomas and Maudie Dean (Harris) Gray, 
November 1956. Celebrating their 56th Anniversary 
in the home of their granddaughter, Mrs. John H. 
Unger of San Angelo, Texas 


Arthur Thomas Gray. Elias Harris died 20 days later, 
December 2, 1902. 

The first three of their five children were born in 
Arkansas. Their children were Myrtle Mae Gray, 
October 9, 1903, married Charlie Louallen (Chock) 
Barron; Jessie Ollie Gray (Shorty), September 9, 
1905, married Ist Frances Lucille Lenoir, 2nd 
Stella Calder Thomason; Ottis Thomas Gray, January 
27, 1907, married Willie Rowan; Julius A.J. (Jude) 
Gray, July 13, 1913 in Broken Bow, Oklahoma, 
married 1st Gertrude Phillips, 2nd Irene, 3rd Marie; 
Elmer A.T. (Pete), September 23, 1920, married Ist 
Laveral Myers, 2nd Evelyn Gilmore. 

They moved to Texas in 1915 and lived about five 
miles from Paris. They were living there when Paris 
burned in 1916. It was night, but was so bright from 
the fire that you could stand outside and have almost 
enough light to read the paper. They moved to near 
Enloe, then back to Lamar County, near Faught about 
1923, where he worked for Bob Rose. In 1924 they 
moved to Lubbock County near Union, where he 
farmed on the Nevel Ranch, then to Lamesa, and 
came to San Angelo in 1926. They moved to Bronte 
for a while and back to San Angelo in 1934. 

Maudie and Arth, as they called each other, were 
not great nor wealthy by world standards. But, to 
those who knew them, they were great and wonderful 
people. They did not have much in the way of money 
or material possessions, but they were rich in other 
ways. They were ready to help anyone who came 
along, if they could. They gave their love freely and 
unconditionally and it was returned full measure by 
their children, grandchildren and great-grand- 
children. 

Arthur Thomas Gray passed away at his home on 
East Eighth Street on January 1, 1962, and was buried 
in Belvedere Memorial Park. 

Maudie Dean (Harris) Gray passed away in 
Shannon Memorial Hospital June 29, 1963, and was 
buried next to her husband. 

Maudie and Arthur Gray left their children and 
grandchildren to mourn their passing, grieve their 
loss and to forever wish that their own children and 
grandchildren could have known them and the 
unconditional love and support that they were ever 
ready to give. 

by Elizabeth Gray Emerson 


GRAY - LENOIR 


Jessie Ollie Gray, born September 9, 1905, in 
DeQueen, Arkansas, is the son of Arthur Thomas 
and Maudie Dean (Harris) Gray. Ollie is a member 
of Woodmen of the World. 

Frances Lucille Lenoir, born, December 4, 1906, 
in Sylvan, Lamar County, Texas, is the daughter of 


Jerome Swart and Emma Augusta (Griffin) Lenoir. 
Lucille is a member of Rebekah Lodge No. 264. 

Their first child, Frances Jearldean, was born 
October 14, 1925, in Lamesa. She first married 
Melvin Walker, second John Henry Unger. Children 
are Dennis Roy, Larry Arthur and John David. 


4 


Jessie Ollie (Shorty) and Frances Lucille (Lenoir) 
Gray, November 1952 


They came to San Angelo in 1926 and moved to 
Bronte in 1931 where the next two children were 
born. Ollie Lenoir Gray was born March 23, 1932. 
He married Marye Marcella (McNeely) Bell. Their 
children are Steven Mark Bell, Thomas Nixon, and 
Ollie Gray, Jr. Myrtle Mae Gray was born August 
14, 1934, married first William Ottis Clary, second 
Donald Ray Mortimore. Children are William 
Steven, Lisa Linette, and Keith Dixon. 

They moved back to San Angelo in 1934, where 
the next three children were born. Freddy Arthur 
Gray was born February 9, 1937, married Marleen 
Adela (Myhre) Webb. Children are John Robert, 
Margie Lucille, Freddy, Jr., Vickie Louise, Leslie 
Maudean. Hazel Elizabeth Gray, born 23 September 
1941, married first Richard Allen Turberville, second 
Bobby Lee Emerson. Children are Jerry Lynn, Janette 
Elaine, Bobby Lee II. Leslie Lee Gray was born 
June 28, 1946, married first Karen Richards, issue 
Michael Wayne, second Linda Lea Robertson, third 
Tracy Lee Minzenmayer. Children are David 
Christopher, Tori Lee, Grant Christopher. 

Ollie couldn’t get into the Armed Forces during 
WWII because his eyes were bad. He went to San 
Francisco and worked as a welder in the shipyards. 

Ollie and his father worked for contractor, W.H. 
Ryan, and helped build the highway from Runnels 
County into San Angelo. They also worked on the 
highway from Water Valley to south of Sterling City. 
They helped build the old Shannon Hospital and the 
San Angelo Ice Plant. Ollie poured the concrete 
around the first San Angelo Junior College. L.N. 
Caster was the contractor. Ollie and Charlie Sullivan, 
Caster’s brother-in-law, ran the concrete mixer. Ollie, 
his brother, O.T. Gray and their father worked for 
Theo Montgomery and helped pave a lot of streets 
in San Angelo. 

Ollie cooked in many cafes in San Angelo over 
the years. He had been taught to cook by his mother. 

Lucille worked several years as nursery attendant 
at Lakeview Christian Church. 


Ollie married second Stella Calder Thomason, 
December 3, 1958, in Lovington, New Mexico. 


by Elizabeth Gray Emerson 


GRAY —- THOMASON 
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Jessie Ollie (Shorty) and Stella (Calder) Thomason 
Gray, December 1975 in Garden City, Texas 


Jessie Ollie Gray was born September 9, 1905, in 
DeQueen, Arkansas, son of Arthur Thomas and 
Maudie Dean (Harris) Gray. He married first Frances 
Lucille Lenoir, second Stella Calder Thomason. 

Stella Calder was born October 18, 1907 in 
Regency, Mills County, Texas, daughter of John W. 
and Delzie E. (Smithart) Calder. 

Ollie and Stella were married December 3, 1958, 
in Lovington, New Mexico. They went to Wall in 
1962, where they had the cafe at the Wall Trading 
Post. They moved to St. Lawrence March 15, 1963, 
and ran the St. Lawrence Trading Post. In 1970, they 
moved into Garden City, where they had a grocery 
store. At one time Stella and her daughter Jean had 
J&S Swap Shop. 

Ollie and Stella moved back to San Angelo in 
December, 1982, back to Garden City in August, 
1983, back to San Angelo in December, 1985, where 
they still live today. 

Ollie also worked for Glasscock County. 

Stella’s children are Benny Willard Thomason, 
Jackie Dale Thomason, and Norma Jean (Thomason) 
Atnip. 


by Elizabeth Gray Emerson 


GRAY, JOHN THOMAS 


Tom Gray’s family has a rich heritage in Texas 
and lived in San Angelo for many years. 

John Thomas (Tom) Gray was born August 18, 
1879, at Paige, Texas. His grandfather, John Thomas 
Gray, came to Texas in 1831 from Tennessee with 
his father, Daniel Gray, and settled in Bastrop County. 
Daniel served in the Republic of Texas forces and 
both made their homes near what is now Bastrop 
State Park. Tom Gray’s parents were John Miles and 
Susan Lorene (Lytle) Gray who were married 
November 12, 1878. Susan Lytle’s grandfather, John 
W. Lytle Litle, was a colonist of Stephen F. Austin 
and ran a ferryboat during the battles for the Republic 
of Texas as shown in accounts from the Texas 
Archives. 

Tom Gray married Amber Pearl Lord on 
November 20, 1901, in Lee County, Texas. Pearl was 
born on July 12, 1881 in Lee County and her parents 
were Cheseley and Nancy Adeline (Cottle) Lord, her 
grandparents were Zebulon Pike and Lydia (Dancer) 
Cottle of Cottletown in Bastrop County, and her 
great-grandmother was Sarah (Turner) Cottle who 
was a colonist of Stephen F. Austin. 


Tom and Pearl Gray had 12 children: Linnie Ola, 
who married William Solomon; Myrtle Ella, who 
married Luna Grubbs; Ruby May, who died at age 
3; Tommy Irene, who married Gordon Hodges; 
twins-Roy and Ruth Gray, who died shortly after 
birth; Hazell, who died at birth; J.T., who married 
Rose Meadors; Helen, who died at age 3; Dorothy 
Alice, who married Bill Russell; Jack Neal, who 
married Laura Bearfield; and Clarence David, who 
died at age 5. The Tom Gray family moved to San 
Angelo in 1927 from Taylor, Texas. Tom Gray died 
on September 23, 1954, and Pearl died August 26, 
1961. Irene, J.T., and Dorothy still live in San Angelo 
and Jack lives in Big Spring. 

The Tom Gray family has been only a small part 
of Tom Green’s history and many of the descendants 
still live in San Angelo and surrounding com- 
munities. 

by Joyce Gray 


GRAY, JOHNNIE 


Johnnie Gray Family 
Johnnie Gray, James Gray standing, John Gray and 
Joyce Gray 


Johnnie and Joyce (Simmons) Gray lived in San 
Angelo for seven years and now reside in Sherwood, 
Texas (3 miles from Mertzon) in Irion County. They 
were married on August 20, 1966, in San Antonio 
where both graduated from high school. Johnnie was 
born on June 4, 1944 at San Angelo and Joyce was 
born on January 20, 1949 at Sinton, Texas. Joyce is 
the daughter of Charlie and Agnes (Webster) 
Simmons who also reside at Sherwood. 

Johnnie and Joyce have two sons, James, born 
January 14, 1970 at San Angelo and John, born May 
11, 1973 at San Angelo. Johnnie and Joyce are active 
in volunteer organizations. Johnnie works with the 
4-H and Joyce works as an Emergency Medical 
Technician on the Irion County Volunteer Fire 
Department, works in the 4-H program and is a 
member of the Fort Concho Chapter of the Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas. 

While living in San Angelo, Johnnie worked for 
his uncle in a local cabinet shop and later for 
Mitsubishi Aircraft. Joyce worked at Goodfellow 
AFB and at the Social Security office. Johnnie and 
Joyce attended Baptist Temple and Riverside 
Churches and now attend Harvest Baptist Church. 

After moving to Mertzon Johnnie began his own 
business as a woodworker and selling insurance. 
Joyce is serving as county tax assessor-collector for 
Irion County and both boys attend Irion County High 
School. 
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Both Johnnie’s grandparents and parents lived in 
San Angelo and Tom Green County for many years 
and many of his relatives still live in the city. Joyce 
also has a few relatives in San Angelo. Her 
grandparents, Marcus and Lillie (Chandler) Webster 
were itinerant farmers and traveled over many parts 
of Texas. Her grandmother remembered a time when 
the family, traveling in a covered wagon, pitched 
camp on the banks of the Middle Concho River, 
during the early years of her marriage. Tom Green 
County has certainly been a part of Johnnie and Joyce 
Gray’s histories. 

by Joyce Gray 


GRAY, LONNIE 


Ida & Lonnie Gray, 1941 


Lonnie Gray’s family consisted of his wife, Ida 
Ringhoffer Gray, daughters, Lorene, Mozelle and 
Dorothy. He first brought them to Tom Green County 
in the fall of 1928 to pick cotton for his mother-in- 
law, Anna Ringhoffer, who was living in the Midway 
community. Lorene and Mozelle attended the one- 
room school at Midway, efficiently presided over 
by Mrs. Ellen Herndon. Part of the time they were 
driven the three miles by their uncle, Oscar 
Ringhoffer, who was a student at the school also. 
Their vehicle was a strip down Model T Ford that 
Lonnie had driven his family in from Throckmorton 
County. 

There was no church, but Sunday evenings were 
enjoyed by the entire community as they gathered 
in the schoolhouse to sing religious songs. For the 
Gray children, it was a pleasant and happy time on 
their grandmother’s farm. 

The family left the county at the end of that year 
and returned briefly two different times. Once in the 
fall of 1937, to pick cotton for Lonnie’s brother-in- 
law, Emil Ringhoffer, who was farming in the Grape 
Creek community. By that time, Lorene had married 
Robert Smith of Stanton, Texas, and was no longer 
with the family. The second time, was the fall of 
1940, to pick cotton again for Emil, who was still 
farming the same place in Grape Creek for Dr. Lewis. 
That fall, Dorothy married Merrill Whiteley of Ft. 
Belknap and the family moved away. 

They returned to the county in the summer of 1941 
to live in Christoval. They left briefly, but were back 
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in Christoval by late summer. Lonnie was recovering 
from a back injury received in the oil field, and 
Mozelle had left to work in San Angelo. Ida worked 
for a while in a laundry and later operated it from 
their home until the spring of 1944. 

Ida and Lonnie Gray left Tom Green County for 
the last time that spring and moved to Cross Plains, 
Texas. 

by Mozelle Gray Tonne 


GRAY, PAUL 


Alice and Paul Gray, 50th Anniversary 


Paul Gray was born March 26, 1887, at Liberty 
Hill, Texas. He was married to Alice Smith on 
December 23, 1912, in Paint Rock, Texas. Alice 
Smith was born September 25, 1895, in Gatesville, 
Texas. Paul’s parents were Thomas L. and Fannie 
Gray, and Alice’s parents were Frank and Mary 
Smith. Both the Gray and Smith families moved to 
Tom Green County in the early 1900’s. 

Paul and Alice have three sons: Roscoe, who is 
married to Alta Pearson, and who resides in San 
Antonio, Texas; Arthur, who is married to Darnella 
Balkum, and who resided east of San Angelo on the 
original Gray farm; and Virgil, who is married to 
Florine Strube, and who also resides east of San 
Angelo, Texas. They have three grandchildren, 
Randall Gray (deceased), Linda Kaye Gray 
Anderson, who resides in Menlo Park, GA, and 
Genese Jane Gray, San Angelo, Texas. 

Paul Gray worked as a cowboy when he first 
came to West Texas; he later bought a farm of his 
own where he raised cotton, grain, cattle and sheep. 

Paul Gray served as County Commissioner from 
1934 to 1946, a total of 14 years. His main interest 
was improvement of rural roads. Old time rural 
residents speak fondly of him, saying: “Paul Gray 
got us out of the mud.” Paul loved children, and each 
Christmas he delivered apples to rural schools for 
the Christmas program. Each child went home with 
a large red apple, compliments of Paul Gray. One of 
his familiar campaign articles was the round 
wooden lead pencil inscribed, “Re-elect Paul Gray, 
County Commissioner, Pct 2.” The pencil was also 
adopted by his son, Virgil, who served as County 
Commissioner from 1958 to 1970. 

Alice was devoted to her home and family. Friends 
and relatives always enjoyed dropping by for a snack 
or meal with “Miss Alice.” Special favorites were 
her homemade biscuits and pinto beans. The table 
was always set for extra guests, as frequently Paul 
brought several “county boys” in to have lunch with 
him. 


The entire Paul Gray family loved to play 
dominos; and the domino table was a permanent 
fixture in their den. Paul and Alice were long time 
members of the Mereta Baptist Church. In later years, 
Paul was also affiliated with the St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church at Wall, Texas. Paul Gray died September 6, 
1965, and is buried in the Mereta Cemetery, Mereta, 
Texas. Alice, now 91 years old, resides in San 
Angelo, Texas. A recent domino partner of hers 
revealed that she has not lost her ability to play, and 
that it would take a pretty good domino player to 
beat her. 

by Mrs. Virgil Gray 


GRAY, VIRGIL C. 
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Florine and Virgil Gray, Wedding picture, Sept. 27, 
1947 


Virgil Carl Gray was born September 27, 1922 at 
Mereta, Texas, Tom Green County. He married 
Florine Helen Strube, born April 15, 1925 in 
Runnels County. They were married on September 
27, 1947, in the St. Ambrose Catholic Church at Wall, 
Texas. After almost 20 years of marriage, a daughter, 
Genese Jane Gray, was born to them on September 
24, 1967 in San Angelo, Texas. 

Virgil’s father was Paul Gray, born at Liberty Hill, 
Texas, and his mother is Alice Smith, born in 
Gatesville, Texas. Florine’s parents were A.W. 
Strube, Sr., born in Rockdale, Texas, and Mathilda 
Hoelscher, born in Westphalia, Texas. Virgil’s parents 
came to West Texas around the turn of the century, 
and settled in the Mereta, Texas community. Florine’s 
parents also came to the prairies of West Texas in 
1901. They settled in Runnels County and moved to 
Tom Green County in 1933. After their marriage, 
Virgil and Florine made their home in the Vancourt 
community, and later moved to San Angelo in early 
1952. 

Virgil farmed and ranched in Tom Green County 
throughout his life, retiring in September, 1977 due 
to ill health. He followed in his father’s footsteps, 
and served as County Commissioner of Precinct 2, 
the eastern part of the county for 12 years from 1958 
through 1970. Just as his father, Virgil felt a keen 
interest in the rural people and took the road 
construction and maintenance part of his duties most 
seriously. He was available to his constituents in 
person or by telephone 24 hours a day. 

Florine H. Gray served 37 years with the US Air 
Force as a civilian employee, retiring from her 
position of Senior Personnel Management Specialist 
on December 31, 1986. Florine began her Air Force 
career at San Angelo Army Air Field in 1943, where 
she met Virgil who was also employed there. She 
was at Goodfellow AFB in Civilian Personnel 


Administration for 33 years. Like her husband, she 
took her commitment to public service very serious- 
ly. Her field of expertise was employee relations, 
benefits and rights. She pioneered the Equal 
Employment Opportunity program at Goodfellow 
AFB, serving as the first Federal Women’s Program 
Manager. She championed the rights of women and 
minority groups, handling grievance and discrim- 
ination complaints, yet always maintaining her 
loyalty to the Air Force, Goodfellow AFB, and its 
commanders. 

Virgil, Florine, and their daughter, Genese, are 
members of the St. Ambrose Catholic Church. Virgil 
is amember of the Knights of Columbus and Florine 
is amember of the Catholic Daughters of America. 
Genese Gray attended Angelo State University, 
where she was a third year twirler with the ASU band 
in September, 1987. Virgil died December 8, 1988. 

by Florine Gray 


GRAYSON, SAM, SR. 
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Sam and Mattie Grayson, Sr. 


Sam Marcos Grayson was born March 18, 1877, 
in Henderson County, Texas, christened Mark 
Grayson, and changed his name to his nickname, 
“Sam.”’ He married Mattie Joe Neill, who was born 
in Henderson County on May 27, 1882. They moved 
to San Angelo at the turn of the 20th century. Sam, 
Sr., told that on his arrival in San Angelo, it was a 
beautiful sunny day, and related this information to 
aman sitting on a depot bench whittling. The whittler 
said, “Yep, a thousand sunny days is what broke me.” 

Grayson served as deputy sheriff, and was elected 
constable in 1913. After being defeated for sheriff, 
he hung up his gun, saying, “They have only to say 
“no” to me one time.” 

He operated a saloon at the corner of Chadbourne 
and Beauregard. When the Volstead Act passed, he 
closed the saloon and sold Delco Light batteries until 
1920, when he bought the Ford Agency in Mertzon 
and operated it until it burned. 

In 1925, he bought the Olympia Candy Kitchen 
at 212 South Chadbourne with Ike Watson and Doc 
Carter. Wife, Mattie Joe, joined in this operation. 
Sam, Sr., bought out his two partners and continued 
as United Cigar and Drug in three different 
downtown locations until 1962. 

Sam Neill Grayson was born December 31, 1907. 
Known as Sam, Jr., he co-operated the business. Sam, 
Jr., married Julia Holden in 1936. They have one 
son, Samuel Horace Grayson, born in 1940. Sam, 
Jr., died May 1, 1976. 

On November 30, 1914, Eunice was born to Sam, 
Sr., and Mattie Joe. She served in the U.S. Navy for 
35 months during World War II. She worked at the 
Texas Employment Commission for 36 years, 
retiring in 1981. 


Sam, Sr., knew the names of his two children, but 
Sam, Jr., was known as “the boy,”’ and Eunice as 
“the girl.” 

Mattie Joe Grayson died July 21, 1961, and Sam, 
Sr., died April 2, 1963. 

by Eunice Grayson 


GREEN, IRA C. 


Ira Calloway Green was born on December 2, 
1895 in Coleman, Texas, to Sidney Green and 
Victoria Reid Green. He died on August 18, 1971. 
He had two sisters, Bonnie Batts and Irma Linton. 

Mr. Green was educated in the San Angelo schools 
and through his readings of a journalist, Brann the 
Iconoclast, from which he developed a great sense 
of humor and knowledge. 

In 1920 and 1921, he served as Assistant Police 
Chief in San Angelo, after which he served in the 
U.S. Immigration Service. 

He was married to Winnie Louise Davis of 
Rocksprings, Texas, on February 16, 1922, in San 
Angelo at Sacred Heart Church. They had four 
children: Ira Charles Green, Evelyn Joyce Boyce, 
Joan Berchman Burttschell and James Carry Green, 
who preceded him in death at age 25. 

Mr. and Mrs. Green ranched at San Angelo, Sonora 
and Eagle Pass, Texas. During the thirties, they 
moved to San Angelo where he founded the Ira Green 
Stock Medicine Company which sold and provided 
for the drenching of stock on a large number of 
ranches over the southwest part of the country. His 
knowledge of range animal diseases resulted in his 
being invited to lecture at agricultural and veterin- 
arian schools. He was a president of the Kiwanis 
Club, a member of the Knights of Pythias, and a 
Mason. 

Mr. Green was a big game hunter, having hunted 
in the United States, Mexico, Canada, and the Kodiak 
Islands. He accomplished the Grand Slam, which is 
a four-trophy specimen of the mountain sheep and 
the desert sheep as the sheep adapted to the land 
through the Cordilleras Range of mountains and the 
lower desert. He was accorded an award from the 
American Museum of Natural History and the Boone 
and Crockett Club. His trophy of the brown bear 
hung in the Fort Concho Museum for several years 
where school children enjoyed having their pictures 
taken with it, when they were on tour of the museum. 

Winnie Lousie Davis Green was born in 
Lampasas, Texas, May 11, 1899, to Lucy Ann 
Whittenburg Davis and Henry Simeon Davis. She 
attended schools in Rocksprings and San Angelo, 
Texas, as well as having governesses in the early 
part of her life while living on her parents’ ranch at 
Rocksprings. 

While raising four children, she helped her 
husband with the livestock medicine company and 
was active in all areas of their family interests, the 
establishment of baseball fields and leagues in San 
Angelo, participation in St. John’s Hospital Guild, 
activities with Sacred Heart Academy, Boy Scout 
activities, and a contributor for many years to West 
Texas Boys’ Ranch. She is amember of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Green have eight grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. 


by Evelyn Boyce 


GREEN, RALPH EDGAR 


the “ on » nee st 
Ralph Edgar Green & Elsie Pearline Gray Green in 
front of old “homeplace” at Mereta, Texas, 1945 


Ralph Edgar Green was born October 25, 1884, 
at Sand Hill, Texas. November 7, 1904, he married 
Minnie Head at Comanche, Texas. Their children 
were Alma, born in 1906; Lloyd, born in 1908; Opal, 
born in 1910; and Bill, born in 1913 — all in Texas. 
In 1915, Minnie died of typhoid fever; the rest of 
the family survived and moved to Hamlin, Texas to 
live with relatives. 

At Hamlin, Ralph met and married Elsie Pearline 
Gray (born January 28, 1889, at Liberty Hill, Texas) 
on January 23, 1917. Their children were R.E., Jr., 
born October 23, 1917; Claudia born July 27, 1919; 
Herman “Jim,” born February 5, 1921; Juanita, born 
February 10, 1922; twins, Milburn, born March 11, 
and Wilburn born March 12, 1924; Goldie, born July 
22, 1925; and Wanda, born December 10, 1929. 

Ralph was a tenant farmer and did farm and ranch 
work, leading his large family to turn out a day’s 
work for a day’s pay. He was honest, hard-working, 
and a man of his word. They lived at Comanche, 
DeLeon, Rotan, Hamlin, Quinland, Ackerly, Camp 
Wood, Melvin, Mereta, Lowake, Campbell Ranch 
(Loomis Ranch headquarters in 1880’s-1915), 
Concho, Partricia, Miles, and Ballinger, Texas. Since 
1942, the old Tom Gray homestead was the “home 
place.” 

Ralph had a gift for singing, could read notes and 
lead singing wherever they lived. Family recreation 
through the years and in all seasons was group 
singing, thereby learning to read music. Ralph 
attended church wherever they lived. He was a 
member of the Church of Christ. 

Ralph became ill in April, 1949, with cancer of 
the esophagus and died December 27, 1950, at the 
Mereta home place. His funeral was the last ever 
held in the Mereta tabernacle, and he was buried in 
Mereta Cemetery. 

Elsie continued to live at the old home place until 
after she fell and broke her hip in 1968, when she 
moved to a small house next door to the youngest 
daughter, Wanda Switzer. Elsie’s health began to fail 
soon after this move. She died of cancer of the lymph 
system and failing heart on January 3, 1971. She was 
buried in Mereta Cemetery. 
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Ralph’s ancestors were the Greens and 
McQuarrys, both of Irish ancestry. Elsie’s parents, 
Thomas and Fannie Gray, were descended from 
Scotch-Irish. 

Ralph and Elsie encountered many hardships and 
storms of life in rearing a family of twelve children. 
R.E., Jr., was killed on board a troopship during 
WWII in April, 1944. Numerous other heartaches 
befell them and their children through the years; 
yet they never lost their faith in God and his will. 
With each disappointment, they gained new strength 
to go on. Friends and family were very important to 
them. Children surviving today are Opal Green 
Mayer, Herman “Jim’’ Green, Juanita Green 
Bowman, Milburn Green, Wilburn Green, and 
Wanda Green Switzer. This close-knit family grew 
up loving and respecting one another, and it remains 
so to the present time. Richly blessed! 


by Fannie Gray 


GREEN, WILBURN and 
MARGARET 


4 e 
Wilburn Green and Margaret Bledsoe, December 
1945, just before he was sent to Norfolk, VA and on 
to La Harve, France landing there on Dec. 24 


Wilburn Green was born March 12, 1924 at Camp 
Wood, Texas. On December 21, 1946, he was 
married to Margaret Gertrude Bledsoe (born 
December 10, 1925, at Eola, Texas). Their first 
daughter, Peggy Suzanne, was born on October 31, 
1947, and died the next day. She is buried in the 
family plot in Mereta Cemetery. Their second 
daughter, Gwynn Ellen, was born on March 3, 1952 
and is married to William Lynn Rosser. At the present 
time, Wilburn and Margaret have one granddaughter 
and two grandsons. 

After their marriage, Wilburn and Margaret have 
made their home in Mereta, except for two years 
when they lived in Miles, Texas. Margaret attended 
San Angelo Junior College and graduated from 
Abilene Christian College in May, 1946 with a B.S. 
Degree. She taught school a number of years in both 
Tom Green and Runnels county schools. Her other 
activities included teaching Sunday school, Home 
Demonstration Club, Parent-Teacher Association and 
Volunteer with Shannon Auxiliary. 

Wilburn was inducted into the army on June 26, 
1945, and served overseas in the European Army of 
Occupation stationed in Berlin, Germany. He 
returned home on October 31, 1946. He was 
employed by Mereta Co-op Gin, Tom Green County, 
Wendland Mfg. Co. of San Angelo, Texas Highway 
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Department and has been self-employed in farming 
and ranching for the past thirty-six years in Tom 
Green and Concho county. He was very active in 
the Old Concho Basin baseball league and in the Tri- 
County Fastball league in the 1940's and 50’s. 
Wilburn coached and umpired in the Tri-County 
Little League in the 1960’s and 1970’s. He has sung 
bass with the Twin-Mountain Tonesmen for a number 
of years. He is an enthusiastic member of the Mereta 
Lion’s Club and the Mereta Volunteer Firemen. 

Wilburn and Margaret are members of Johnson 
Street Church of Christ in San Angelo, Texas, where 
Wilburn has served as a Deacon seven years. 

Margaret’s parents are James Dudley Bledsoe and 
Teofilie Sonnenberg Bledsoe, each of whom came 
to West Texas with their parents in 1906. Her paternal 
grandparents were Aaron Isiah and Arah Burns 
Bledsoe and her maternal grandparents were Otto 
and Clara Rinn Sonnenburg, who were of Germany 
ancestry. 

Wilburn’s paternal grandparents were William E. 
and Mollie McQuarry Green, who pioneered in 
Comanche County in Texas and whose ancestors 
were Irish. His maternal grandparents were Thomas 
and Fannie Gray who claimed Scotch-Irish ancestry. 

Ralph E. and Elsie Pearline Gray Green were 
Wilburn’s parents. Ralph came to the West Texas 
area in the 1920’s and Elsie came to Tom Green 
County from Williamson County in Texas as a young 
girl with her parents. 

Wilburn was the tenth child, in the birth order, in 
a family of twelve children and was also a twin. His 
fraternal twin brother, Milburn Green, was born a 
few minutes before midnight on March 11, and 
Wilburn arrived a few minutes after midnight thus 
they observe birthdays on consecutive days. 


by Margaret Green 


GREER, SAM 
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Sam Greer and others pushing railroad stock car 


Sam Greer was born in Indian Gap, Texas in 1894, 
and his wife Mildred Harris in Lampasas, Texas in 
1897. They moved to Water Valley in 1928 where 
he was station agent for the Santa Fe Railroad until 
1946. In addition to the usual duties at the railroad 
station, the agent was also expected to pump water 


from the North Concho river for the railroad water 
tank and to supervise the loading of livestock. The 
train crew would leave the proper number of railroad 
stock cars on the upgrade side of the stock pen and 
as the cars were loaded, they would be pushed down 
with the aid of a crow bar, cowboys and spectators. 
Then an empty car would be pushed in position and 
stopped by applying a hand brake on top of the car. 
These pictures taken in 1941 near the end of the 
railroad era in Water Valley shows Sam Greer at work 
on the cars. 

The Greer’s had one child, Sam Greer, Jr., who 
graduated from Water Valley High School in 1936. 


by S.J. Greer, M.D., P.A. 


GREGG, THOMAS JACKSON 


Thomas Jackson and Eva Alexander Gregg Wedding 
Picture 


Thomas Jackson Gregg was born November 22, 
1881 in San Saba County, Texas the second of eight 
children of William Henry and Eliza Enola Lane 
Gregg. He grew up doing ranch work and 
blacksmithing with his father. He loved the land and 
livestock and spent most of his life trying to pursue 
this career. 

Tom married Eva Alexander on December 13, 
1903. At their Sunday afternoon wedding, they 
repeated vows in a buggy in front of the Methodist 
parsonage in San Saba. 

The couple had nine children, all born in San Saba 
County except the third child. Robert Neal (born June 
11, 1905) married Lona Lee Powers in San Angelo 
and later Dorothy Anderson. He died in March, 1987. 
Verna Irene was born February 13, 1907. Mattie 
Bernice was born January 28, 1909 in Plainview, 
Texas. Edward Everett (born June 4, 1911) married 
Vena Pearl Weaver in San Angelo and after World 
War II moved to Fort Worth. He died in September, 
1960. Henry Poe was born March 16, 1913 and died 
August, 1982. Tom Will (born January 7, 1915) 
married Hazel Virginia Williams in San Angelo. Jack 
(born March 23, 1917) married Margie Crook in San 
Angelo. James Abner (born June 8, 1919) married 
Mary Coppin in San Angelo. Evelyn Enola (born 
August 26, 1921) married Hans John Hagelstein in 


San Angelo. All the children except Everett remained 
in San Angelo. 

Eva Alexander Gregg, daughter of Napoleon (Poe) 
Woodson and Mary Missouri (Zorrie) Miles 
Alexander, was born March 2, 1881 at Bend, Texas 
(San Saba County), one of seven children. She had 
a lovely singing voice and merry laughter. She was 
calm, slow to anger and loved good humor. This 
sense of humor, was certainly passed on to her 
children. Her father came to Texas at the age of 16 
in 1858. Two years later he joined the Confederate 
Army as a member of Hood’s Brigade. 

In 1923, the Greggs left the Rough Creek 
Community in San Saba County and traveled by 
covered wagon to the Miles area. This rugged trip in 
rainy weather, took many days and was very hard 
on the parents and nine children (ages 2-18 years). 
They tried farming there and then moved to San 
Angelo in 1928. Tom never stopped missing the land 
and livestock. 

The children attended the Bismarck (now 
Fairview) and San Angelo schools with the younger 
six graduating from San Angelo High School. 

Eva stated that her hobby was going to football 
games since at least one of five sons were on Bobcat 
teams from 1929 to 1937. 

This hard working couple and devout church 
workers in the Methodist Church, lived out their 
lives in San Angelo. Eva died May 19, 1952 and 
Tom died August 19, 1959. Both are buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo, Texas. 

by Frances and Tom Gregg 


GREGG, TOM WILL 


Tom Will Gregg was born January 7, 1915 in 
Rough Creek Community, San Saba County, ina log 
cabin near the ranch belonging to his grandfather, 
William Riley Gregg. Nine children were in his 
family. Tom’s parents were the late Thomas Jackson 
and Eva Alexander Gregg. In 1923, the family left 
San Saba County in a covered wagon and traveled 
many days in rainy weather to reach the Miles area. 
Tom attended Bismarck (now Fairview) and San 
Angelo schools and graduated from San Angelo High 
School. He and his brothers were very active in all 
sports and took great pride in their teams. Tom 
continued his enthusiasm for sports by refereeing 
area football games for many years. 

On February 9, 1937, Tom Will married Hazel 
Virginia Williams in San Angelo. Hazel was born in 
Slaughters, Kentucky on March 2, 1914 to Thomas 
Benjamin and Allie Stanley Williams. Hazel returned 
to San Angelo to stay when she was seventeen. She 
has sung continuously in the First Methodist Choir 
since she was nineteen. She also sang with the Civic 
Choral, which performed locally and traveled to 
other cities. She sang for many years with the 
Symphony Chorale and the Woman’s Madrigal 
Chorus, an eight woman group which performed for 
Clubs and television programs. This group was 
started by Norma Ballard. 

In early years, Tom worked at the Banner 
Creamery (later Foremost). When the United States 
entered World War II, he joined defense work at 
Mathis Field, first with the Air Corps supply and 
later in bombsight maintenance. Russell Hughes was 
the commanding officer. At the end of the war, Tom 
worked at San Angelo National Bank. In 1947 he 
went to work at Jones and Freeze and received his 
Certified Public Accountant certificate in 1952. After 
becoming a partner, he remained there until his 


The Tom Will Gregg, Sr, Family 
Standing (L to R): Preston Gregg, Tom W. Gregg, Jr., Parke Gregg, Tom W. Gregg, Sr., Bill Sanderson, Bill 
Sanderson II, Gini Sanderson. Seated (L to R): Frances Gregg, Hazel Gregg, and Sandra Sanderson 


retirement from public practice in December, 1979. 
Since that time, he has been the Internal Auditor at 
Central National Bank. 

Tom and Hazel have been very involved in the 
First United Methodist Church and Tom in the 
Optimist and Rotary Clubs. They have two children: 
Tom Will Gregg, Jr. (December 31, 1939) and Sandra 
Kathleen Gregg (March 7, 1945). 

Their son, Tom Will, Jr., married Frances Preston 
in October, 1965. They have two sons: Thomas 
Preston Gregg and Walter Parke Gregg. Tom is an 
attorney in San Angelo and he and Frances are both 
very active in community, church and school work. 
Sandra, their daughter, married William Fletcher 
Sanderson, Jr. in June, 1967. They have a son and 
daughter: William Fletcher Sanderson II and 
Virginia Kathleen Sanderson. Sandra majored in 
music in college and teaches piano while her husband 
is an attorney and serves as Federal Magistrate in 
Dallas. 

by Tom and Frances Gregg 


GRIFFIN, LYNN 


I, Lynn Wylie Griffin, was born July 17, 1898, in 
Bell County, Texas, the son of Lewis Winford Griffin 
and Missouri Christine Morgan. My paternal 
grandparents were Lewis Brown Griffin and Mary 
E. Moody, from St. Clair County, Alabama. My 
paternal great-grandparents were Benjamin Epps 
Moody and Martha Moody. 

My parents moved from Coryell County, Texas, 
to Brown County, Texas in 1900. Then in 1909, we 
moved on to Runnels County, Texas. I moved to San 
Angelo, Texas, in 1915. My first job in San Angelo 
was in the Glenmore Cotton Gin in 1915. I worked 
for Charles B. Metcalfe. I started doing carpenter 
work in Tom Green County in 1918. 

On June 24, 1930, in Carlsbad, New Mexico, I 
married Margueritte Ross. She was born April 19, 
1913 in Grit, Texas, the daughter of Charlie Walter 
Ross and Clara Maud Ross. Her paternal grand- 
parents were George Washington Ross and Molisia 
A. Burgamy. 

We have four children, all born in Tom Green 
County: Charlene born September 10, 1931, married 


James Pruitt; Lynn W. “Sonny,” Jr., born February 
12, 1933 and married Laverne Griffin; Wanda Lee, 
born April 26, 1936, married Ralph Yoas; Curtis 
Benjamin born November 15, 1938, married Peggy 
Ford. We have ten grandchildren and five great- 
grandchildren. 

Tam a retired carpenter and Margueritte is a retired 
cafeteria manager. We have lived in San Angelo, 
Texas, in the same house for 33 years. 

by Lynn Griffin 


GRIGGS, GORDON O. and 
ROSEMARY (BOWMAN) 


Gordon O. Griggs 


Gordon O. Griggs was the tenth of twelve children 
born to Zachery Taylor and Martha Ann Denson 
Griggs. Born July 4, 1907 in Youngsport, Bell 
County, Texas, he and his family had moved to 
Runnels County before he became school age. 
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Rosemary (Bowman) Griggs 


Gordon participated in, and enjoyed, sports 
throughout his lifetime. He lettered in football, 
basketball and track at Fort Worth’s Diamond Hill 
High School, where he graduated. He continued in 
track and distance running at East Texas State 
Teachers’ College, where he received his B.A. 
Degree. He earned his B.S. from Daniel Baker and 
he and his wife later attended Sul Ross, where each 
of them won their M.A. 

While teaching at Norton, Texas, he fell in love 
with a fellow teacher: SMU graduate, Rosemary 
Bowman, only child of Rev. J. Hall and Lily Hodges 
Bowman. Female teachers, at that time, were not 
allowed to marry, so Rosemary resigned her position 
and they were married February 5, 1933. 

Their only child, Mary Yvonne, was born 
December 19, 1933. 

After two years, Rosemary resumed her teaching 
career, working in the same schools with her 
husband. They taught in Maverick, Veribest, Garden 
City, Eldorado and Lake View, before Gordon 
assumed the position of first principal of the then - 
new Bradford Elementary School. He especially 
enjoyed Bradford and stayed there 11 years before 
moving to Lincoln Junior High as principal there. 
Rosemary taught, variously, grades or classes from 
elementary to high school levels. 

Mr. Griggs’ favorite quotes were, “There’s no bad 
boy or girl. They just have bad habits and we fail 
when we can’t mend them” and, when greeted each 
morning, responded with, “I never had it so good.” 
He continued with the latter expression even as he 
lay partially paralyzed when one entered his hospital 
room and inquired how he felt, right up to the time 
of his death. 

Gordon and Rosemary loved their church work 
in First United Methodist Church in San Angelo, 
where they were members, and Gordon served as 
Steward and Rosemary taught Sunday school. 
Gordon coached Little League football and baseball, 
taught swimming and worked diligently with YMCA 
from the time it was organized in San Angelo. 

The Griggs’ contribution to programs and 
activities that benefited San Angelo’s youth will be 
remembered and appreciated many years beyond 
their lifetime. Yet, no youngster ever derived more 
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pleasure from their participation than did Gordon 
Griggs, for he loved them dearly. 

Gordon and Rosemary were a happy couple. For 
ten years, after retirement, they traveled throughout 
America in their travel trailer. He continued to love 
sports and fishing. Rosemary never fished, but when 
he picked up his fishing gear, she packed her 
crocheting and went along with him. They enjoyed 
being together and their beautiful relationship was 
an inspiration to those about them. 

by Grace Laden Rogers 


GROVES, H.E. 


Harvey E. and Susan B. Groves about 1912 


Born December 12, 1874 near Milford, Ellis 
County, Texas, Harvey Elton Groves moved to 
Lampasas County at a very young age. He was the 
son of Illinois natives Chesterfield Alexander and 
Elizabeth Ann Brisbin Groves. Harvey was married 
January 6, 1897 to Susan Bethnie Bunch, daughter 
of Jessie Hamilton and Dissa Narcissus (Hickman) 
Bunch. Susan, born April 22, 1879 in Clark County, 
Arkansas, also moved to Lampasas County in early 
childhood. 

The Groves’ children, all born in Lampasas 
County were: Harvey Vernon, February 8, 1901; 
Alvis Hamilton, May 16, 1903; and Eunice 
Elizabeth, October 4, 1906. 

After a brief sojourn in the Davis Mountains area, 
seeking relief from an unknown medical problem, 
Harvey and Susie Groves brought their young family 
to Tom Green County in 1911. They first lived in 
the Crow’s Nest Community and later near Carlsbad. 

Mr. Groves was a farmer-stockman and a pioneer 
in the soil conservation programs. Mrs. Groves, 
known for her butter-making ability, sold the finished 
product in many San Angelo homes, including the 
Cornick Bungalows. They remained on the farm until 
1943 when they moved to San Angelo. Mr. Groves 
died October 25, 1944 and Mrs. Groves, May 4, 
1946. 

They were members of the Baptist Church and he 
served as a deacon for many years. A true Christian, 
Mr. Groves always made time for his fellowman. 

Harvey Vernon Groves was married May 8, 1921 
to Sarah Josephine Wheeler, daughter of William 
Douglas and Katharine Elizabeth (Cooper) Wheeler, 
in Brownwood, Texas. They lived at Crow’s Nest 
until 1924 when they moved to San Angelo. In 1951, 
they moved to their farm near Bangs, Texas. Vernon 
died January 10, 1974 and Jo died May 21, 1975. 

Their children are: Vera Elizabeth, October 9, 
1922, and Daphnea Elnora, December 13, 1923. Two 


Children of H. E. Groves: Harvey Vernon, Eunice 
Elizabeth and Alvis Hamilton, about 1912 


grandchildren and two great-grandchildren complete 
this family. 

Alvis Hamilton, a long-time employee of Allen 
Motor Sales and Bailey Auto Company, was married 
to Adelle Joyce Hennon at the time of his death, 
January 5, 1959. Vaudine (Hennon) Eldrige was a 
step-daughter. 

On January 27, 1924, Eunice Elizabeth married 
Levi Freeman Boatright. They lived most of their 
married life in or near San Angelo. The son of 
William W. and Nancy Elizabeth (Meyers) Boatright, 
Levi Boatright died June 9, 1972. 

The Boatright children are: Levi Freeman Junior, 
October 30, 1924; Norma Nadine, January 14, 1927; 
and Christine LaVerda, June 9, 1934. Ten 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren complete 
the Boatright family. 

by Vera Groves Boykin 


GROVES, H.V. 


Harvey Vernon Groves was born in Lampasas 
County, Texas, February 8, 1901, to Harvey Elton 
and Susan Bethnie (Bunch) Groves. He married 
Sarah Josephine Wheeler May 8, 1921, in 
Brownwood, Texas. Jo was born February 12, 1903 
in Eastland County, Texas, and was the daughter of 
William Douglas and Katharine Elizabeth (Cooper) 
Wheeler. Their children are: Vera Elizabeth, October 
9, 1922 and Daphnea Elnora, December 13, 1923. 

Mr. and Mrs. Groves began married life on the 
farm at Crow’s Nest, living there until late 1924 when 
they moved into San Angelo. Mr. Groves worked 
for the Orient Railroad and later the Santa Fe. Severe 
eye problems caused Mr. Groves to leave the railroad 
and enter the dairy business, continuing until 
retirement in 1970. 

Mr. and Mrs. Groves took special interest in the 
school activities of their children. Mr. Groves served 
on the Lake View School Board for many years. Mrs. 
Groves was devoted to her home and family. They 
were life-long members of the Baptist Church. 

In 1951, the family bought a farm and moved to 
Bangs, Texas, where they lived until their deaths. 


H. V. and Jo Groves, 1921 
Mr. Groves died January 10, 1974, and Mrs. Groves 
died May 21, 1975. 

After graduating from Lake View High School, 
Daphnea Elnora served in the WACS. Later she 
returned to college, graduating from Texas State 
College for Women. She was employed by the Fort 
Worth Independent School district thirty-one years, 
retiring in 1982. She now resides in Acton, Texas. 

Vera Elizabeth was married to Lamar Boykin and 
two sons were born to that union: Harvey Wayne, 
May 28, 1948, and Wade, December 28, 1949. 

Vera received her Bachelor and Masters Degrees 
from Howard Payne College. She began teaching in 
Rochelle, moving on to Fredericksburg where she 
taught seventeen years. Wayne graduated there in 
1966 and Wade in 1968. In 1974, she returned to 


Children of H. V. Groves: Vera Elizabeth and 
Daphnea Elnora, 1925 


Bangs, teaching there nine years before retiring in 
1983. Since that time she has served on the Bangs 
School Board. She continues to live on the farm. 

Harvey Wayne married Ada Helen Coates 
September 2, 1967. Two children were born to this 
union: Shawna Lynn, August 2, 1969, and Kevin 
Wayne, January 21, 1971. Wayne had served in the 
United States Navy for nine years when he was 
killed, September 17, 1976. 

Wade is a graduate of North Texas State 
University, 1972, and later received his Master’s 
Degree from the University of Southern California. 
He was a member of the United States Air Force 
twelve and a half years. He is continuing his work 
in the field of aviation. 

An accomplished musician, Wade has served as a 
pianist, organist, or choir member in churches 
wherever he has lived. 

by Vera Groves Boykin 


GRUPE, L. GEORGE 


Dr. L. George Grupe 


L. George Grupe, Doctor of Chiropractic, was born 
in College Station, Texas on September 26, 1902, to 
George and Camila Grupe. He grew up in Texas, 
graduating from Brownsville, Texas High School. He 
attended Texas A&M College and finished at the 
Palmer School of Chiropractic in Davenport, Iowa. 

While attending the Palmer School of Chiro- 
practic, he met Miss Leona Elizabeth Davis of Victor, 
Towa and they were married on May 25, 1927. Her 
parents were E.H. and Kate J. Davis. She was a 
graduate of Marengo, Iowa High School and attended 
Iowa State Teachers’ College in Cedar Falls, Iowa as 
well as Augustana College in Rock Island, Hlinois. 
Dr. and Mrs. Grupe had one son, George Jordan 
Grupe, born January 8, 1931. 

In December of 1927, Dr. L. George Grupe was 
graduated from the Palmer School of Chiropractic 
(now Palmer Chiropractic College) then in April 
1928, he and Mrs. Grupe moved to San Angelo, 
Texas, where he became a practicing chiropractor. 
In 1931, he built and completed the first Chiropractic 
Clinic in San Angelo - a handsome two story building 
of white brick at 225 South David. For many years, 
Dr. Grupe had a daily radio broadcast of ten minutes, 
at 11:00 a.m., over a local radio station. In these 
broadcasts, he explained the meaning and principles 


of his science to his listeners, not only in San Angelo, 
but in much of West Texas. He continued his chiro- 
practic professional services at that address until his 
death in 1949. 

Dr. L. George Grupe was intensely involved in 
his profession. He helped to organize the Chiro- 
practic Research Society, a state wide organization, 
of which he held all of the offices and positions at 
one time or another. He was also actively interested 
on the National and International levels. He was First 
Vice President of the International Chiropractic 
Association. 

Dr. Grupe was a member of the First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) of San Angelo, and also 
belonged to the Downtown Lions Club of San 
Angelo. 

by Leona Grupe 


GULDEN, ARTHUR 


Alva & Arthur Gulden 


Arthur and Alva Gulden moved to Christoval from 
Dallas in 1928. 

Arthur, the third of eight children of Robert and 
Catherine Schneider Gulden, was born September 
19, 1870, in New Ulm, Minnesota. He and Willie 
Alva Graham were married May 11, 1910, in Dallas, 
Texas. Alva, the only child of William B. and Nancy 
Ellen O’Bannon Graham, was born in Wayne 
County, Missouri on September 28, 1885. 

The Gulden family farmed in the Trinity River 
bottom in Dallas. Heavy rains caused the farm lands 
to flood and crops washed away. On a visit with his 
friend, Tony Amundsen, in Christoval, Arthur was 
fascinated by the irrigation canal. He decided this 
was the perfect place for his family to live and farm 
because a person could make it rain and turn it off 
whenever he desired to do so. 

Arthur and his bachelor brother, Frank J. Gulden, 
bought 133 acres of land one mile north of Christoval 
from B.F. Jennings on November 1, 1928. 

The Gulden family raised large quantities of 
vegetables for wholesale and feed for the livestock. 
Arthur’s favorite pastime was going to town and 
visiting his many friends and giving away any extra 
produce on hand. 
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Gulden House 1928 in Christoval, Texas 


Arthur and Alva were the parents of Grace and 
Frank Arthur. Grace was born October 7, 1912 in 
Dallas and Frank was born November 24, 1914 in 
Dallas. Both children graduated from Christoval 
High School and worked at the Texas Centennial in 
Dallas starting in June, 1936. (Grace had been judged 
the most perfect baby at the State Fair of Texas in 
1914.) Grace was married to Thomas Arthur (Bill) 
Wagner on April 18, 1942 in San Angelo. Frank 
Arthur was married to Billie Louise Curbo on 
November 21, 1938 in Ballinger, Texas. 

Arthur had a close call with a freight train on 
October 31, 1941. The railroad tracks ran parallel 
with the highway in front of the Gulden house. Arthur 
had gone to town for something, visited a while and 
upon his return home discovered that he had 
forgotten the item he had gone after. He jumped in 
the car and started back to town and collided with 
the train. His family thought for sure he had been 
killed, but the old German was a little too tough. 

Because of his age and health, the farm was sold 
in 1946 to Tom Easterwood and sister, Susan 
Easterwood. Arthur and Alva moved to a home at 
402 McKee Street in Christoval and resided there 
until 1957 when they moved back to Dallas to make 
their home with their daughter, Grace Wagner and 
her family. Arthur died February 24, 1958 and Alva 
died September 11, 1969, in Dallas. They are both 
buried in Dallas. 

by Dorthy Gulden Jungk 


GULDEN, FRANK A. 


Frank Arthur Gulden came to Christoval with his 
parents from Dallas in 1928. He graduated from 
Christoval High School in 1931. After graduation 
he joined the U.S. Navy along with several of his 
friends, but a few days before reporting for duty he 
became ill with typhoid fever and was not able to 
report. Dr. Schulkey drove out from San Angelo 
every day for several weeks to treat him until he was 
out of danger. 

On November 21, 1938 Frank and Billie Louise 
Curbo were married in Ballinger, Runnels County, 
Texas. Billie was born on January 31, 1919 in Benoit, 
Runnels County, Texas to Bud and Emma Curbo. 

Frank farmed with his father and uncle, Frank J. 
Gulden. Horses were used for plowing the vegetables 
and for raking hay which had been cut by machine 
power. One of the big jobs on an irrigated farm was 
cleaning out the irrigation canal. Once a month Frank 
hitched two horses (and later two mules) up to a drag 
and cleaned out the canal so water could flow freely. 
One of the dangers of this job was the many snakes 
in the canal. Frank was almost killed on one instance 
when the mules were scared by a bear that had been 
tied near the canal on the Williams’ farm. 
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Pe Ty; 4 
Frank A., Billie & Dorthy Gulden, April 1944 


Frank was taught the art of grafting and budding 
by his uncle and John Randolph. With their guidance 
and help he grafted and budded about 250 large pecan 
trees on the Gulden farm bordering the Concho River. 
Frank also planted about three acres of pecans from 
seed and these were grafted and budded and were 
growing into a fine orchard at the time the farm was 
sold. 

Two of Frank and Billie’s children were born while 
they lived in Christoval. Dorthy Nell was born 
October 22, 1939 and Frank Albert was born August 
9, 1946. Their third child, Charles Arthur, was born 
August 16, 1952, after the family had moved to 
Miles, Texas. 

Frank bought a wholesale and retail gasoline 
dealership in Miles in 1948. He was in this business 
until about 1955 when he tried farming again at 
Mullens Crossing raising vegetables for wholesale, 
cotton and feed crops. The flood in April, 1958 
washed all the crops away and he decided to move 
back to Miles and try another occupation. He had 
obtained a Security License in 1948 and later when 
it was required, he obtained his Real Estate Broker’s 
License and has continued this line of work selling 
farm and ranch land to the present time. He has also 
always kept a big vegetable garden. In later years, 
he has planted several acres in acorns and has sold 
many live oak trees. Frank works at trying to teach 
his grandsons, Frank Allen and David Wayne 
Gulden, to carry on the farming tradition. Grand- 
daughter, Karla Jan Jungk, is learning the real estate 
business under his supervision. 

by Dorthy Gulden Jungk 


GULLY, FRANK A. 


Frank A. Gully was born April 4, 1929 to Frank J. 
and Agnes Gottschalk Gully in Rowena, Texas. 
Frank and Dolores Dierschke (born July 18, 1933 in 
Rowena, Texas), daughter of Otto and Annie 
Halfmann Dierschke, were married February 23, 
1954 in St. Ambrose Church, Wall, Texas. To this 


Frank A. Gully and Dolores Dierschke Gully 


union were born Russell, attorney in Dallas, Texas, 
married Patricia Prost; Rodney, farmer at Garden 
City, Texas married Kelly Andress; Stuart, farmer at 
Wall, Texas, married Donna Holliman; Bruce, a 
farmer at Veribest, Texas, married DeAnna Henry; 
Janice, accountant in San Angelo, Texas, married 
James Cain; and Karen, a student at Angelo State 
University. 

Frank and Dolores live on a farm north of Wall, 
Texas on the Eola Road. First, they lived on the south 
side of the highway and in 1980 built a new home 
on the north side of the highway. Frank farmed one 
farm after getting married and gradually with his sons 
increased his farming operation to farms in Tom 
Green and Glasscock Counties. Times have changed 
in farming. Frank started planting two rows at a time 
with a tractor to planting nine rows. Big equipment 
has changed the ways of farming. 

In April, 1955, Frank was elected secretary of the 
local chapter of the Germania Farm Mutual Aid 
Association. Membership grew in the local chapter 
that from his membership he started a local chapter 
at St. Lawrence Community in Glasscock County, 
Texas and at Grape Creek Community, north of San 
Angelo, Texas. Frank believed that you can give 
better service if the secretary lives close to the 
members he services. He is District Director of 
District #14. 

Frank helped start the Knights of Columbus 
Council in Wall by being the first Financial Secretary 
of the Council. He has served on Church board of 
St. Ambrose Church, school board member, director 
of the Wall Co-op Gin, member of the Wall Young 
Farmers, and Wall Volunteer Fire Department. 

Dolores is very active in the Wall Community as 
a teacher and coordinator in the CCD Department 
of St. Ambrose Church, Catholic Daughters of 
America member, Altar Society member, and 
Extension Homemakers member. She enjoys sewing 
for her family and taking care of the yard. 

One thing that the Gully family believes in is 
education for their children. Five of the six children 
have college degrees, four have degrees from Angelo 
State University, and one from University of Texas. 
Karen is working on a degree by being enrolled in 
Angelo State University. Education to the Gully 
family is something that nobody can take away from 
you. 

by Dolores Gully 


GULLY, WILBERT and GRACE 


Wilbert and Grace Gully started their married life 
together in Tom Green County on a very hot June 
27, 1953 during an 8:15 a.m. ceremony performed 
in the “old” Sacred Heart Church. Since Catholics 
did not eat before receiving Holy Communion at that 
time, a breakfast followed the ceremony. This was 
followed by a picture-taking session at Price Studio 
on Beauregard. Next came a dinner and afternoon 
of visiting with family and close friends. The 
festivities finally came to a conclusion at midnight 
after a dance in Rowena. 

Grace, the daughter of Elo Ben and Laura (Ernst) 
Hoelscher of Rowena, came to San Angelo in 1943 
to attend the San Angelo Business College. She 
worked for several years as a secretary for State 
Department of Public Welfare, and then for Neill & 
Lewis Attorneys, until her marriage. Wilbert had 
lived in Runnels County all his life except for three 
years spent in the air force during World II. He is the 
son of Frank J. and Agnes (Gottschalk) Gully of 
Rowena. 

The couple moved to the Bucek farm on 
Christoval Highway a few miles south of San 
Angelo on January 2, 1954 where they spent the next 
30 years. The first years were dry, crops were poor 
and their savings dwindled. In 1956 there was not 
enough moisture to get a crop planted, their resources 
were getting lower, and their third child was expected 
in December. Wilbert sought employment at 
Goodfellow Field as a clerk-typist, doing his farming 
after five and before eight in the morning. This salary 
kept him farming for another year and the family 
bills paid. The next spring almost miraculously the 
drought was broken, heavy rains fell and several 
good years followed. Just before their fourth child 
was born on January 1, 1961, they were able to make 
a down payment on their first farm near Mereta. 
Good years followed with some lean ones sprinkled 
in. They purchased more farmland near Mereta, and 
in 1977 they bought part of the Louis Williams 
homeplace which joined the Bucek farm, near San 
Angelo. Here they built their home in 1983. 

They have five children and two grandchildren. 
Carol is married to Chip Lightfoot and they have 
two children: Will and Erin Lightfoot. Carol is 
employed by Ethicon and Chip by General 
Telephone. Both are computer programmers. Allen, 
Kenneth and Gene are farmers. Gene is married to 
the former Wanda Lange of Rowena who is the 
Concho County Home Extension Agent. Elaine has 
a computer science degree and is Director of the 
Microcomputer Lab at Angelo State University. Her 
husband, Johnny Beach, farms near Millersview. 

by Grace Gully 


GUNTER 
The Gunter Heritage 


The colorful and controversial history of the Clan 
Gunter spans a segment in English and American 
history covering more than 850 years. Documented 
and verified genealogical records place this element 
of the family tree primarily in the southeastern part 
of Wales and the southwestern part of England. 
Gunterstone and Tregunter villages still exist in the 
records of County of Mommouth, Abergavenne, 
Wales. References to the Abbot of Theorney, Abbey 
with the name Gunter have been noted as far back 
as 1113; from this point, the historical record of 


family is spotty until the early 1300’s, when a John 
Gunter of second level gentry, and wealthy 
landowner of Gent, emerged in the family tree. 

In the next four to five generations the family 
expanded into the south of England, and became 
prominent in the Kintbury area, just a few miles from 
the well known Stonehenge. Gentleman John (the 
great-great-great grandson of John from Wales) was 
a well to do, highly respected, and very successful 
wool merchant during the middle 1500’s. Life size 
brass plaque memorials of the Gunter family are still 
in existence on the walls of the Cirencester Cathedral 
and the Kintbury parish church. In the late 1500s, 
Edmund, youngest son of John, a mathematician and 
professor, invented the surveyor’s chain, line, 
quadrant and scale named for him. 

Research reveals that portions of the Gunter 
family left England for the New World in the early 
1600’s. A number of them arrived in America as 
indentured servants, serving their sponsors until they 
secured land of their own. The first recorded arrival 
was in 1635 near the New England area. A few 
months later, William Gunter arrived in the Cape Fear 
area of North Carolina and Virginia. The Indian 
massacre of March 22, 1622, near Jamestown, 
Virginia, left artifacts which reveal that a John 
Gunter, Bishop of Exceter, survived and remained 
near the site in 1625. 

The progress and growth of the Gunter clan over 
the next seven generations shows the family endured 
through the development of the 13 colonies and 
associated wars. The family expanded throughout 
North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama and 
other northern states. In the early 1800’s, the main 
line of the clan established in Jackson County, 
Alabama. 

Bridgeport, Gunter’s Landing, and Guntersville, 
Alabama became the focal point of the family as the 
lineage becomes more narrowed. It is interesting to 
note that the near relatives of the family line being 
followed were just as colorful. 

Jot Gunter, born in North Carolina in 1845, 
migrated to Texas to become part owner in a 27,000 
acre cattle ranch. He retired to Dallas in 1888 and 
then built the Gunter Hotel in San Antonio, Texas in 
1901. John Gunter (of the Guntersville family line) 
somehow arrived in the northern Alabama territory 
because of his Tory beliefs, and began making gun 
powder for the British, or was captured by the 
Cherokees in North Carolina and brought up in their 
tribe. In trading with the Cherokee tribe, he bartered 
salt for the chief’s daughter. The trade was accepted 
and the fifteen year old by the name of Ghe-go-heil, 
soon changed by John to Katherine, became his wife. 
The marriage of these two ultimately produced a 
great grandson, who was a legend in his own right, 
by the name of Will Rogers. 

The family names of William, John, Augustus, 
Claiborne, Rufus, Caldeen, and Montague literally 
dot the name generations of the Gunter clan, and 
finally bring the modern branch of the family to the 
Bridgeport, Alabama area. 

In the mid 1800’s, Augustus Gunter returned to 
Bridgeport, Alabama, after the Civil War to find 
nothing left, and started life over with his family. 
The three sons, William, Rufus, and J.H. Gunter, with 
their father’s help, began a trade business that led to 
their owning a fleet of steamboats operating along 
the Tennessee River between Decatur and 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. J.H. went on to establish 
the Bridgeport Stove Works. Rufus established the 
First National Bank of Bridgeport, Alabama. William 


sold his interest in the boat line and moved to Texas, 
near San Angelo. William and his son A.A. Gunter 
continued to operate a mercantile business in 
Alabama while William was purchasing many 
parcels of land in the West Texas area. In 1913, A.A. 
(Gus) Gunter and his wife moved into the city of 
San Angelo. Gus Gunter continued in the business 
of agriculture, ranching, and expanding the family 
land holdings while raising three sons. 

His sons, Elma Curtis, William Montague, and 
Rufus (Richard) Caldeen Gunter were raised and 
educated in the San Angelo area. In the mid-1920’s, 
E.C. Gunter entered into business with the Ragsdale 
Auto Company. With a few years, he bought the radio 
parts portion of the business, and with his brothers 
as partners, began The Gunter Company on Concho 
Street. This appliance store continued in operation 
until the fall of 1974. The appliance business was an 
institution in the San Angelo trade territory, with 
nearly fifty years of continuous operation at the same 
location. 

One of the brothers, William M. Gunter, died in 
1983. The youngest of the three, R.C. Gunter, 
continues to operate Gunter Wholesale Company, a 
longtime San Angelo distributor of electrical and 
electronic supplies. 

E.C. “Butch” Gunter was also interested in, and 
one of the original owners of the first commercial 
radio station in San Angelo (KGKL), that began 
operation in 1928. The station is still in operation. 
In 1964, E.C. and his son, Kenneth, began the first 
FM stereo radio station, which is also still in 
operation. 

His interest in electronics and television brought 
one of the state’s earliest cable television systems to 
San Angelo. E.C. and Kenneth Gunter parlayed this 
fledgling business, through a series of mergers, into 
one of the nation’s largest publicly held cable 
television system groups that eventually served more 
than 200 cities in 16 states. This national business 
was an innovator in engineering and electronic 
technology until it was purchased in 1981. 

E.C. died April 9, 1985, leaving a legacy of 
service to the city comparable to other pioneers of 
West Texas who possessed the foresight, energy, and 
goals necessary to provide a rich and rewarding life 
for the community. His son, Kenneth, continues the 
Gunter family tradition by being active in both 
national, regional and local area cable television. The 
Clan Gunter spans hundreds of years and has left its 
mark as one of the pioneer families in the history of 
San Angelo. 

by Frank Settles and Kenneth Gunter 


GUTHALS, JOHN LARADUS 


John Laradus Guthals and Mary Emma Boyer 
were married in San Angelo, Texas in 1892. Laradus 
was born in Talmadge, Nebraska, and Emma was 
born in St. Genevieve, Missouri. They were members 
of Sacred Heart Catholic Church where Emma was 
a charter member. They built their home at 402 West 
Harris (the present site of the United States Main 
Post Office). 

Two children were born to them - Genevieve 
Guthals and John Laurance Guthals. Laradus died 
in 1904 and Emma reared the children by herself. 
She had the first beauty parlor in San Angelo and 
specialized in perfumes, powders, and other beauty 
articles. She also made hair pieces, wigs and switches 
for her customers. The equipment she used for this 
is still in the possession of the Guthals family. 
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Genevieve and John attended Immaculate 
Conception Academy. She became quite an 
accomplished pianist during this time, and at the 
outbreak of World War I she and her mother, Emma, 
moved to Ft. Smith, Arkansas, where she studied pipe 
organ. John joined the United States Seventh Cavalry 
and was stationed in El Paso, Texas where he spent 
many months chasing Pancho Villa’s bandits across 
the Mexican Border. 

At the end of the war, Genevieve and her mother 
moved to Ft. Worth, where she was organist at the 
Majestic Theatre, playing for the silent movies. She 
and her mother returned to San Angelo in later years, 
where she became a secretary and was organist at 
the Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Emma died in 
1947, and Genevieve continued to reside at the 
homeplace until her death in 1962. 

by Bertha Guthals 


GUTHALS, JOHN LAURANCE 


Mr. & Mrs. John Laurance Guthals 


John Laurance Guthals was born in San Angelo, 
Texas July 8th, 1900. Bertha Pfiester born August 
18th, 1902 in Knickerbocker, Texas. They were 
married on June Ist, 1921 in San Angelo, Texas. Four 
children were born to them - John Laurance, Jr., 
Laurance Edward, Carolyn Janelle, and Jerre Patrick. 
John Laurance died at age two months, twenty days. 
Laurance married Kathleen Scott, Janelle married 
Kenneth Schlaudt, and Jerre married Connie 
Milstead. Dr. Laurance Guthals died in 1986. John 
Laurance and Bertha have ten grandchildren and 9 
great-grandchildren at the present time. 

They built their first home at 1213 South Abe 
Street, where they lived for thirty-seven years. 
Because of the development of the Bryant 
Throughway South, they sold that home and bought 
their present home at 101 Greer. A beautiful office 
building now occupies the site of their first home. 

John Laurance, a World War I veteran, attended 
Immaculate Conception Academy, Professor Moorse 
School for Boys and San Angelo Business College. 
During the depression he organized, directed and 
played drums in the Lone Star Entertainers, a popular 
dance band that played throughout the area. This led 
to his employment with West Texas Utilities, that 
was seeking new ways to advertise over the radio 
station. His first duty was to organize a band among 
the West Texas Utilities employees. This band proved 
to be very successful, performing for various 
company functions and weekly radio broadcasts for 
advertising. 
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He became a salesman in the merchandising 
department and was later promoted to District Sales 
manager, a position he held until his retirement in 
1965. He was a member of the Kiwanis Club and 
the San Angelo Board of City Directors. His hobbies 
were hunting, fishing and bowling. He spent many 
vacations in Colorado, trout fishing, which was his 
favorite sport. He and Bertha were charter members 
of the Terpsichorean and La Paloma Dance Clubs. 
For years they spent many happy hours dancing with 
their many friends. 

Bertha graduated from Sonora High School and 
attended San Angelo Business College where she 
met John Laurance. She was a homemaker and was 
known throughout the area for her delicious cakes 
and baked goods, which she sold from her home, 
and for Taylor’s and McGowen’s Grocery stores. She 
was a charter member of the Thirty-two Study Club 
and sewed for her family for many years. She loved 
gardening, and always had a beautiful yard and 
flowers. 

John and Bertha were active members of Sacred 
Heart Church (now Cathedral) all of their married 
lives. Both were active in various church activities. 
John was a lector, usher, and a Fourth Degree 
member of the Knights of Columbus. He had served 
as Grand Knight and at his death held Honorary Life 
Membership. 

John and Bertha celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary with their wonderful and loving family. 
Their years together were filled with much love and 
happiness, and they enjoyed and treasured each day 
as it passed. John passed away on December 29th 
1986 at eighty-six years of age. Bertha still resides 
at her home where she is actively engaged with 
family, church, ceramics and is an active member of 
the Shannon Hospital Auxiliary. 

by Bertha Guthals 


GUTHALS, LAURANCE 
EDWARD 


Laurance and Kathleen Guthals 


Laurance Edward Guthals, D.C., was born 
February 13, 1924, to Mr. and Mrs. John Laurance 
Guthals in San Angelo, Texas. He grew up and went 
to school in San Angelo. He attended San Angelo 
Junior College. He entered the Marine Corps in 
January, 1943. During that time, he served in the 
South Pacific for three years. Following his 


discharge, Laurance attended the Palmer School of 
Chiropractic in Davenport, Jowa. On August 25, 
1946, Laurance married Virginia Kathleen Scott of 
Fort Stockton, Texas, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle 
D. Scott. Upon his graduation from Palmer on March 
3, 1948, he returned to San Angelo and joined the 
office of Dr. George L. Grupe. He opened his own 
office in October, 1949, in Columbus and La Grange, 
Texas. Laurance and Kathleen moved back to San 
Angelo in 1951 to open a chiropractic office on 
Sherwood Way. He remained there until his 
retirement in 1979. 

Laurance Guthals was a member of Holy Angels 
Catholic Church. He was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus, the Lions Club, American Legion, 
Angelo Bowling Association, International 
Chiropractic Association, and the Tom Green County 
Chiropractic Association. His hobbies included 
hunting, fishing and bowling. 

Laurance and Kathleen had four children: 
Laurance Scott Guthals, Suzanne Guthals, Kathleen 
Janelle (Guthals) McAlpine, and John Lyle Guthals. 
Larry married Marcy Blumentritt. They have three 
children, Benjamin, Sara and Gregory. Kathy married 
William Garland (Mike) McAlpine, Jr. They have 
one daughter, Melissa. John married Debi Robbins. 
They have one son, Christopher. Suzanne died at 
birth. 

Laurance Edward Guthals passed away on March 
24, 1986. 

by Kathleen Guthals 


GUTIERREZ, RICARDO 
“RICHARD” LUNA 


The last child, Ricardo (Richard) Luna Gutierrez, 
of the very musically talented family of Gilbert and 
Maria Gutierrez, was born June 17, 1962 in San 
Angelo. Richard has three brothers and one stepsister 
whose middle name is Luna, which was Maria’s 
mother’s maiden name. 

His musical instincts took over at a very early age, 
when he began banging on tin trash cans with two 
sticks. By the time he was nine years old, he was 
playing the drums in his mother’s band, “Grupe 
Jerusalem,” a religious band. When he was twelve, 
he was playing the bongos with a band that 
performed for talent shows, at clubs, schools, etc. 

He attended schools in San Angelo and Central 
High, where he took carpentry. 

None of the Gutierrez children had any formal 
music training except Armando, who took band at 
Edison Junior High and learned to read music. 

In 1983, Richard met Anna Belle Rivera, who was 
born July 10 1966 at Plainview, Texas. She moved 
to Eola, Texas, when she was very young, with her 
parents, Jerry and Lucy Torres Rivera. She attended 
school at Eola, where she ran track and played 
basketball. She would have graduated from high 
school in 1985, if she hadn’t decided to get married. 

Anna Belle and Richard were married on January 
26, 1985, in the Baptist Church at Eola. Richard had 
been playing with the Tortillo Factory Band for one 
and half years, but quit when he married. 

They attend El Centro Evangelistico Pentecostes 
Church, where his mother Lucy, and stepfather 
Antonio Lucio, are pastors of the church. After 
Maria’s marriage to Antonio, she was nicknamed 
Lucy, and that is the name she uses now. 

Richard is employed by a construction company. 
They have one daughter, Ashley Ann. On December 


4, 1987, Michael Rene was born at Shannon Hospital, 
weighing 3 pounds, 6 ounces. 
by Marie Triplett Foster 


HABY, MINNIE ELIZABETH 
(WEDDELL) 


Twins - Minnie E. Weddell Haby (standing) and 
Margaret Frances Weddell Hicks (sitting) in 1912 


Minnie Elizabeth Weddell Haby was born March 
27, 1908. She was the twin daughter of Sadie Jones 
Weddell and James Weddell and the granddaughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. W.C. and Margaret Currie Jones, 
who were among the earliest ranchers and early 
settlers of Tom Green County. Her twin sister was 
Margaret Frances Weddell Hicks. 

Minnie graduated from San Angelo High School 
with the class of 1927. She attended Lindenwood 
College of St. Charles, Missouri in 1927. Then she 
attended Texas Christian University in Ft. Worth, 
Texas in 1928, where she and her identical twin sister 
were the only twins on campus. 

In 1929 she was married in San Angelo to Joe 
Coy Trammell of Talpa, Texas. Peggy Jo Trammell 


“ 
Minnie Elizabeth Weddell Haby. Photo taken by the 
huge natural spring house. 


Texas. She married Eli William Prater, Jr. in 1949. 
Their children are David Brett, Paul Douglas and 
Brenda Elizabeth Prater, all of Ft. Worth. 

Minnie, subsequently married Homer Howard 
Haby of Calf Creek, Texas. Their son was Homer 
Howard Haby, Jr. 

Homer Howard Haby, Jr. married Patty Hall, 
daughter of Zemula and Marvin Hall of San Angelo. 

During her teenage years Minnie was awarded a 
medal for bravery when she rescued two drowning 
persons from the Concho River. 

Minnie was a member the The Order of the Eastern 
Star, Chapter #10, the Tom Green County Historical 
Society, the Tom Green County State Historical 
Commission and the 32 Club. She was a member of 
the First Presbyterian Church, San Angelo. 

Minnie donated a house on Preusser St. to the 
Concho Valley Home For Girls, which is called the 
Haby House, in her honor. She died on November 9, 
1984. 

by Peggy Trammell Prater 


HAGELSTEIN, CHRISTIAN 
FREDERICK 


Christian Frederick Hagelstein, father of Frederick 
Baggett Hagelstein 


Christian Frederick Hagelstein was born June 8, 
1867 in Brinjaherendberg, Germany and came to the 
U.S.A. when he was five years old. Christian’s father, 
Henry Augustas and mother Maria Margaretha 
Louise Hinselman Hagelstein, sister Johanna 
Dorathea Margaretha, age seven years and brothers 
George Henry age four years, and John Marcus age 
two years, left Germany on a steam ship, “The 
Austria,” on November 30, 1872. 

They landed at Norfolk, Virginia on January 4, 
1873. The family lived in McFarland, Virginia for 
ten years before moving to Kerrville, Texas. Four 
more children were born while they were still in 
Virginia; Emilie Wilhelmine, Louise Emma Marie, 
Henry Augustas, Jr., and Julius Caesar. 

Kerrville, Texas was their home for three years 
and their last child, Emil Leo, was born there. They 
moved to San Angelo, Texas on June 13, 1886. 


Christian was nineteen years old at the time of 
the move to San Angelo and soon found employ- 
ment as a bookkeeper. 


Mamie Baggett Hagelstein 


Mary Ellen “Mamie” Baggett was born August 
6, 1877 in Bell County, Texas to Ele Bright Baggett 
(Sept. 9, 1847 - Feb 12, 1934) and Mary Carolyn 
“Carrie” Butts (Dec. 8, 1847 - May 17, 1918), Mamie 
had three brothers and three sisters; Eloe Monroe 
(May 24, 1876-1936), Ethel Mae (Nov. 20, 1878 - 
July 30, 1880), Ele Bright, Jr. (June 16, 1880 - Jan. 
15, 1970), Winneford Lowe “Winnie” (April 12, 
1882-1950), Rebekah Asbury “Rebe”’ (June 11, 1883 
- Sept. 11, 1950), Early Greathouse (Aug. 26, 1885 
- Oct. 21, 1978). 

Ele Bright Baggett, Sr. was the first of the Baggetts 
from Bell County to come to Crockett County, Texas. 
In 1899 he bought a ranch fifteen miles south of 
Ozona, Texas from John Perry. 

Mary Ellen attended Belton, Texas schools and 
graduated from Baylor Female College in Belton, 
Texas in 1897. She married Christian Frederick 
Hagelstein in her family home at Belton, Texas 
on April 24, 1900. According to the newspaper 
account of the wedding it was a gala affair with the 
first, second and third parlors decorated for the 
occasion. The entire home was a vision of gold and 
white, with banks of white calla lilies and red tiger 
lilies. 

Chris Hagelstein was a partner with his brother 
George in the hardware business in San Angelo, 
Texas. According to the sign on the Chadbourne 
Street building, they sold wood stoves, tin work, 
Aermotor wind mills, farm implements, wagons, 
McCormick reapers, mowers and glassware. 

The first two children were born while they were 
living in San Angelo. They were Ethel Mary (Jan. 
27, 1901 - Dec. 13, 1976), and Ele Chris (June 21, 
1902 - March 1, 1986). 

Their third child, Jack Hinselmann, was born in 
Ozona, Texas, March 21, 1905. Mary Louise was 
born March 16, 1907 in San Angelo, Texas. 

Chris and “Mamie” moved to Quanah, Texas to 
develop land into farms, and their last child, 
Frederick Baggett, was born there on January 20, 
1909. 

When Chris finished the land development in 
Quanah in 1910, he moved his family to San Antonio, 
Texas and went into business with his brother, 
George Hagelstein, to develop a residential addition. 
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Ele Bright Baggett, Sr. 


On October 6, 1910 Chris died at the age of forty- 
three when their two story home burned to the 
ground. 

Fred, age twenty months, was saved from the fire 
when a boy came to the house to deliver groceries. 
Mamie, who was thirty three years old at the time, 
moved back to San Angelo, Texas with her five 
children. 

Ethel was nine years old, Ele was eight, Jack was 
five, Mary Louise was three, and Fred was twenty 
months old. 

Mamie’s parents, Ele Bright and “Carrie” Baggett, 
Sr., moved from Quanah back to San Angelo and 
into the house next door to Mamie to lend their 
support in the up-bringing of the children. For the 
remainder of their lives they were a valued and 
important part of the children’s lives. 

“Mamie’’ was indomitable, courageous, and a 
capable business woman. She was an active member 
of the First Methodist Church in San Angelo for 
nearly sixty years. She was president of the Women’s 
Society of Christian Service, and was, for many 
years, an avid golfer. 

Her boys grew up in the ranching business and 
Fred, the youngest, along with his wife Hazel “Totsy” 
Robison, operated Mamie’s part of the original Ele 
Bright Baggett, Sr. ranch until in 1972 when the 
family sold it. 

Mamie and the children lived many years at 318 
West Beauregard, and in her later years she shared a 
home with her youngest daughter, Mary Louise, until 
her death on August 29, 1962. In all, “Mamie” had 
made San Angelo her home for sixty-two years. 

by Hazel “Totsy” Robison Hagelstein 


HAGELSTEIN, HENRY 
AUGUSTAS, SR. 


Henry Augustas Hagelstein, Sr., was born 
December 24, 1839 in Oering Holstein, Germany 
and on November 3, 1864 he married Maria 
Margaretha Louise Holstein. She was born 
November 2, 1841 in Duvenstadt Schleswig, 
Lindburg, Germany. 
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When Henry was thirty three years old, and 
Margaretha was thirty one years old and had been 
married for nine years, they decided to come to 
America so that their sons would not have to be 
raised under the rule of the Kaiser. 

For “tradition-bound’’ German families, 
abandoning their homes for the New World was a 
difficult and irrevocable decision which touched 
on every aspect of their lives. 

On November 30, 1872 the Hagelstein family, 
consisting of: Johanna Doretha Margaretha born 
August 20, 1865 in Oering Holstein, Germany, age 
seven years; Christian Frederick born June 8, 1867, 
age five years; George Henry born 1869 in 
Brinjaheranburg, Germany age four years and John 
Marcus born March 28, 1871 age two years left 
Hamburg, Germany on the steam-ship “Austria.” 
They came by way of Liverpool, England and landed 
in Norfolk, Virginia on January 4, 1873. 

After thirty five days on the ship a bakery looked 
very good to them, but since they spoke no English, 
they could only point to what they wanted. This was 
their introduction to their new home. 

At McFarland, Lunenburg County, Virginia, Emile 
Wilhelmine Louise was born on July 16, 1873. 
Emma Marie born October 23, 1875; Henry 
Augustas, Jr., born December 7, 1877 and Julius 
Ceasar in 1880. These children were born during the 
ten years before the family moved to Kerrville, Texas 
where the last child, Emil Leo was born March 13, 
1885. 

On June 13, 1886 the family made their last move 
to San Angelo, Texas. Henry started his blacksmith 
business soon after their arrival there. 

Margaretha said that they moved to the United 
States for their children to be Americans, so she did 
not want to live in a German Community. She was 
very happy to call San Angelo home. 

The family found a small house, on what is now 
Beauregard St., across the street from the present 
site of the Court House. 

On February 18, 1896, twenty three years after 
coming to the United States, Henry Augustas 
Hagelstein, Sr. died at the age of fifty seven and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo, Texas. 

Margaretha and her youngest son Emil Leo, who 
was a bookkeeper for B.B. Hale at West Texas 
Lumber Company, lived most of their lives at 213 
West Harris Ave. until her death on February 24, 
1932 at the age of ninety years. The last eighteen 
years of her life she was an invalid. She is buried 
beside her husband in Fairmount Cemetery, San 
Angelo, Texas fifty nine years after leaving Germany 
and never having seen her family again. 

by Hazel “Totsy” Robison Hagelstein 


HAGELSTEIN, MARY LOUISE 


Mary Louise Hagelstein was born in San Angelo, 
Texas on March 16, 1907 and after living in Quanah 
and San Antonio returned to San Angelo on October 
6, 1910. Fire had destroyed the family home in San 
Antonio and had killed her father, Christian Frederick 
Hagelstein. 

Mary Louise was educated in the San Angelo, 
Texas schools and graduated from Ward Belmont 
Womens College in Nashville, Tennessee. She also 
attended Howard Payne College, Southern Methodist 
University and a school of interior design in New 
York City. 

Returning to San Angelo, Mary Louise had her 
own interior decorating business on West Beauregard 
St. for several years. 


After selling this business she was associated with 
Ted Brown as his secretary for twenty five years. 
During this time Ted Brown built the Village 
Shopping Center. 

In 1967 the new Mohair Council of America 
employed Mary Louise as Executive Secretary and 
she worked there for thirteen years before her 
retirement in 1978. 

One of Mary Louise’s main interest was her 
brothers, her sister and their families. Her oldest 
brother, Ele Chris, was born June 21, 1902 in San 
Angelo, Texas and died March 1986 in Fort Stockton, 
Texas, He married Mary Childress, (born February 
2, 1910), on December 27, 1933 in Ozona, Texas at 
the home of her parents, Kate and Hugh Childress. 

Mary and Ele lived on the ranch south of Ozona 
until they bought a ranch in Terrell County and 
moved there in 1958. 

Their only child, Ele Chris, Jr., was born April 
12, 1941 and married Eldora Louise Edmondson on 
April 21, 1962. 

Chris and Eldora have three children, Ele Chris, 
III, born October 9, 1963 in Ozona, Texas. He lives 
on the ranch twenty five miles north east of 
Sanderson, Texas. 

Mary Dennise was born July 17, 1965 in Ozona, 
Texas. She married John Leslie Pittilla on July 22, 
1983 in Fort Stockton, Texas and now lives in 
Mertzon, Texas. 

Karlton was born December 23, 1966 at 
Goldthwaite, Texas and is now living in Fort 
Stockton, Texas. 

Mary Louise’s second brother, Jack Hencilmann, 
was born March 21, 1905 in Ozona, Texas. He was 
in the U.S. Navy in World War II, serving in the South 
Pacific from 1941-1945. Jack married Mary Boyd 
June 12, 1949 in Hamlin, Texas. They have lived in 
Lubbock, Texas; near Fowler, Colorado on their 
ranch and now live in Hobbs, New Mexico. 

Jack and Mary are the parents of two children; 
Jack Hencilmann, Jr., born March 24, 1951 in 
Lubbock, Texas. He married Patricia Marie Sandoval 
on June 22, 1985 in Hobbs, New Mexico. Jack, Jr., 
and Patricia have two boys: Joshua Lee who was 
born July 19, 1986 and Samuel Timothy who was 
born May 14, 1990 in Hobbs, New Mexico where 
they are still making their home. 

Mary Ann was born April 8, 1955, married 
Matthew Alan Shaw on May 7, 1983 in the First 
Baptist Church of Hobbs, New Mexico. 

Mary Ann and Matt have three children: Amy 
Elizabeth born on December 7, 1984 in Midland, 
Texas; Aaron Matthew born January 29, 1987, and 
A.J. born February 21, 1990, after the family had 
moved to Alamogordo, New Mexico. 

Frederick Baggett Hagelstein, Mary Louise’s 
youngest brother, was born January 20, 1909 in 
Quanah, Texas and died August 6, 1968. He married 
Hazel Nell “Totsy” Robison on June 17, 1941 in 
Ozona Church of Christ. They lived on the family 
ranch south of Ozona for thirty one years. 

Fred and “Totsy” had two children: Rick Robison, 
born October 31, 1946 in San Angelo, Texas. He 
married Thomasue Livingston July 12, 1969 at 
Abilene, Texas. They have four children: Lea Ashley, 
born November 24, 1970 in Dallas, Texas; Rick 
Robison, Jr., who was born November 9, 1973 in 
Wichita Falls, Texas; Amber, born March 6, 1978 in 
El Paso, Texas; and Aubin, born February 7, 1982 in 
Waco, Texas, where the family now lives. 

Peggy Louise was Fred and “Totsy’s” other child. 
She was born December 4, 1949 in San Angelo, 
Texas and married Edgar Deene Holden December 


22, 1973 in her family home in Ozona, Texas. Haley 
is their only child and was born April 11, 1980. Peggy 
died July 23, 1984 at the age of thirty four, out- 
living her beloved “Auntie Bz” by only one month. 

Mary Louise died June 21, 1984 and is buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo, Texas, having 
been a lifelong resident of San Angelo. 

by Hazel Nell “‘Totsy” Hagelstein 


HALFMANN, EARL and 
MARY ANN 


Earl J. Halfmann was born August 18, 1925, at 
Olfen, Texas, Runnels County, son of Charles and 
Ella (Wanoreck) Halfmann. He was married January 
5, 1949, to Mary Ann Glass. Mary Ann was born 
November 26, 1930, at Rowena, Texas, Runnels 
County. She is the daughter of Ben W. and Elizabeth 
(Franke) Glass. 

Earl served in the U.S. Army during World War 
IL. He entered the army in July of 1944 and was with 
the 306 Infantry Division. During his tour of duty, 
he was in the Asiatic Pacific Theater. After the 
Japanese surrender, he was sent to Japan with the 
Army of Occupation. After his discharge from the 
army in July of 1946, he farmed in the Olfen and 
Norton communities. 

Earl and Mary Ann moved to Vancourt, Texas, in 
January, 1949. They have lived on the same farm 
since that time. During the drought of the 1950’s, 
Earl worked at the Arley Guess Service Station in 
San Angelo. Later he was a welder at Wendland 
Manufacturing Company. After the drought was over, 
he farmed and raised cattle and hogs. While the 
children were growing up, Mary Ann worked at the 
Dorotik Gin, in the office, during ginning season. In 
March, 1974, she was assistant postmaster at 
Vancourt, and in May of 1983 she became postmaster 
at Vancourt. 

They are active members of St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church at Wall, Texas. Earl was Grand Knight of 
the Knights of Columbus and served several years 
on the parish council. Mary Ann was Grand Regent 
of the Catholic Daughters at St. Ambrose Parish. 

Their children are Wanda Susan, who married 
Allen Lange of Wall, Texas; Ruth Ann of San Angelo, 
Texas; Deborah Marie, who married Bill Scott of 
Quanah, Texas; Charles Bernard, who married Sheila 
Alexander and lives at Vancourt; Kevin James of San 
Angelo; and Joan Elizabeth who married Fred 
Thompson of Colorado City, Texas. 

by Earl and Mary Ann Halfmann 


HALL, EDDIE VERNON 
(BUDDY) 


Eddie Vernon (Buddy) Hall was born August 7, 
1902 in San Saba County. He married Dorothy Lynn 
(Born June 30, 1918 in Ballinger, Texas) in June of 
1946. They had one child: Rebecca Hall (Born 
September 21, 1949). Rebecca married Charles 
Elmer Wright (Born April 5, 1946) on June 29, 1972. 
Buddy has two grandchildren; Justin Heath Wright 
(Born August 31, 1973) and Wendi Annette Wright 
(Born April 6, 1977). 

Buddy’s parents were Joe Eddie Hall and Julia 
Sorrell Hall. Julia died in 1910 from childbirth. Joe 
Eddie Hall then married Willie Emma Heskew in 
1914. Buddy moved to Water Valley at age 6, in 1908 
and continued to ranch in Tom Green and Sterling 
Counties until his death. 


E. V. (Buddy) Hall 


Buddy was active as a Mason, earning his 32nd 
degree in the Shriner organization. He was also a 
member of the Elk’s Lodge and The San Angelo 
Country Club. Buddy Hall spent most of his life 
“enjoying life.” He worked hard early in his life 
enabling him to travel, entertain, and have fun in his 
later years. 

Buddy died on July 13, 1982 after a battle with 
emphysema. He is remembered as a happy, honest, 
and handsome gentleman. 

by Rebecca Hall Wright 


HALL, JOSEPH 


Joseph Hall, born August 22, 1835, in South 
Carolina, was the youngest child of Mansel Whitson 
and Delphia (Porter) Hall. His brothers and sisters 
were: John, William, Lucy, Laban, James Madison, 
Mansel Whitson, Jr., Rueben Tucker, Franklin, Sarah 
Sabrina, Daniel Nelson, and Irvin Porter. Mansel 
Whitson and Delphia lived in Tennessee, Alabama 
and South Carolina before dying in Mississippi 
around 1850. Joseph’s grandparents were John and 
Martha (Gladden) Hall, who lived in South Carolina 
in the 1700’s and 1800’s. 

In 1861, Joseph married Martha Isabella 
Humphreys, the daughter of George Washington and 
Elizabeth Anna (Patton) Humphreys in Oxford, 
Mississippi. George Washington’s parents were 
George and Abigail (McDonald) Humphreys from 
Georgia. Elizabeth Anna’s parents were Samuel and 
Mary (Pye) Patton from Oglethorpe County, Georgia. 

Joseph and Martha Isabella started their family of 
nine children in Oxford. The children born there were 
Allie, George Washington, Joe Eddie, Roxie, and 
William Mansel. The others were born in Texas: 
Robert Lee, James Arthur, Marvin, and Jesse Shirley. 
The family was in Coleman, Texas by 1877. George 
Washington Hall married Minnie Hearn; he died in 
Oklahoma, in 1958. Joe Eddie married Julia Sorrell 
and Willie; he died in San Angelo, 1959. Roxie 
married John Huffman; she died in 1954. William 
Mansel married Donnie Ritter; he died in California 
in 1962. Robert Lee married Habbie Jane McMillan; 
he died in Arizona, 1962. James Arthur died in San 
Angelo, 1944. Marvin married Gertrude. Jessie 
Shirley married Ola Hopper; he died in San Angelo, 
1958. 


Many a time Martha Isabella’s brother, Joe 
Humphreys, came from Marfa, Texas, to San Angelo 
to visit the family. Other relatives in the area were 
Eula L. Alexander and Frances Anderson Alexander. 

Joseph died in 1922 and Martha Isabella died in 
1926. Both are buried in San Angelo. 

by JoAnne Markle McClung 


HAMILTON, JOHN 
HENRY, SR. 


Henry Hamilton, Sr. and Gem Hamilton 


John “Henry” Hamilton was born February 13, 
1883, in Hamilton, Texas. He came to Sweetwater, 
Texas, with his parents Samuel Paul and Amy Snow 
Hamilton about 1901. He attended schools in 
Sweetwater, then went to Dallas to Draughan’s 
Business College. After returning to Sweetwater, he 
began working for the Orient Railroad as a 
telegrapher. 

He and “Gem” Teague were married March 1, 
1916, in Sweetwater. She was the daughter of James 
S. and Tennessee Patterson Teague of Mount Vernon, 
Texas. 

“Henry” was initiated February 18, 1911, into the 
Masonic Lodge 571 in Sweetwater, and was Past 
Master of that Lodge for the years of 1915 and 1916. 
He was honored along with other Past Masters, 
several years ago in Sweetwater. He affiliated March 
3, 1921, with Masonic Lodge No. 765, in Alpine, 
Texas. 

He was transferred to Barnhart, Texas, by the 
Orient Railroad, and son John Henry Hamilton, Jr., 
was born there in 1918. He was transferred in 1920 
to Alpine, Texas, as Agent for the Orient Railroad. 
Daughter, Frances Pauline was born in Alpine in 
1921. The next move was to San Angelo, 1929, 
where he was telegrapher for the Santa Fe Railroad 
until his death November, 1953. 

There are four grandchildren — John Thomas 
Gaede, Linda Ilene Gaede, John Alan Hamilton, and 
Sally Hamilton. There are three great-grandchildren 
— Kari Frances Neitzel, Kent Neitzel, and Drew 
Hamilton. 
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“Henry” Hamilton died November 14, 1953, while 
at his ranch at Adamsville, Lampasas County, Texas, 
and is buried in the Hamilton Plot, City Cemetery , 
Sweetwater, Texas. Nellie Gem Hamilton died June 
23, 1959, San Angelo, and is buried in Lawnhaven 
Memorial Gardens, San Angelo. 

For a long time after my father’s death, I wondered 
why he wanted a ranch in Lampasas County, and 
why he wanted to live there when he retired. I had 
helped him burn spines off cactus to feed his cattle, 
and chased after pigs, sheep, and baby calves. When 
I began the research on his family, I learned the 
reason why — he was born in Hamilton County, and 
he just wanted to go home to that area — to where his 
roots were. 


by Frances Hamilton Gaede 


HAMILTON, JOHN HENRY, 
JR. and MARJORIE (COX) 


by =>) Ge... 


f SD 
John Henry Hamilton and Marjorie Cox Hamilton 


I am one of a family of four daughters and six 
sons of Nellie Keeton Cox and Elmer W. Cox, 
pioneer residents of San Angelo. My father came to 
the area in 1887. My mother’s family lived in 
Brownwood at the time of their marriage in 1907. 
My mother served as Curator of Ft. Concho Museum 
during its formative years, and was a force in shaping 
it into the place of prominence which it enjoys today. 

My husband, John H. Hamilton, Jr. and I were 
graduates of San Angelo Junior College. We moved 
to Galveston in 1947 where he worked in the General 
Offices of Santa Fe Railway until his untimely death 
in 1963. He held many positions in the Galveston 
community, notably, Treasurer and Board Chairman 
of Central Christian Church, member of Public 
School Study Committees for Galveston School 
District, active member of Masonic bodies and a 
Shriner, and president of Treasure Island Amateur 
Radio Club. He received acclaim for his work with 
his home-constructed radio in Hurricane Carla in 
1961. 

I returned to my teaching career in 1961, and 
received a Bachelor’s degree from University of 
Houston, and subsequently a Master’s degree and 
Administrator’s Certificate. I retired from teaching 
and Elementary Principal’s positions in the 
Galveston School District. I also served as Organist 
of Central Christian Church for 38 years. 

Our children are Major John A. Hamilton and Sara 
M. Imhoff who are both BOI (Born on Island). John 
was born August 21, 1949 and Sara (Sally) July 22, 
1953. Both are graduates of Texas A&M University. 
John married Vicki Gottleber, a high honors graduate 
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of University of Texas School of Architecture. She 
holds a Master’s degree from Virginia Tech, and has 
worked as a licensed architect. They have one son, 
John Andrew (Drew) born December 31, 1980. As a 
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne, Ft. Bragg, John 
has served with Multinational Force and Observers 
in the Middle East in 1983, and also with the 82nd 
in Grenada. He finished the Command and General 
Staff College in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. 


John and Drew Hamilton in North Carolina 


Sally is married to Major John Imhoff, U.S. Army, 
and a graduate of Texas A&M, with a Master’s 
degree from University of Southern California. He 
is assigned to ROTC program at University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst. Sally attained her goal of 
becoming a Certified Public Accountant with 
Coopers and Lybrand firm, Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 

All of us enjoy talking over our visits to San 
Angelo, and especially to the Museum, when they 
as children, sat with their grandmother listening to 
her stories of early San Angelo. We have all traveled 
the world, yet our favorite place continues to be San 
Angelo. 

By Marjorie C. Hamilton 


HANNUM, CHARLEY D. 


Jake Hannum Family taken in 1905 
Back Row, L to R: Olin Hannum, Eva Hannum, 
Charley Hannum. Middle Row, L to R: Aline 
Hannum, Prudence Hannum (mother), Thomas 
Jacoby and Jake Hannum (father). Small children 
standing, L to R: Jack Hannum and Grace Hannum 


Charley D. Hannum was born in San Angelo, 
Texas, in 1889, to Jake and Prudie Hulse Hannum, 
second son of a family of eight children. The Jake 
Hannum family moved to Roswell, New Mexico; 
returned to Tom Green County to live on Charley 
Metcalfe farm, later the Bismarck Farm on the South 
Concho River. A flood in 1906 washed away their 
possessions except horses and cows. Charley and 
brother Olin were away from home but returned and 
bought a family home in Christoval. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hannum lived in Christoval the remainder of their 
lives. 

In 1911, Charley went to Arizona to homestead. 
Returned to San Angelo and married Edna Coor of 
Eola, Texas, 1912. Hard times caused them to leave 
the homestead and go to Bisbee, Arizona, where 
Charley worked in copper mines. Son Jake was born 
in 1913. Another move took them to Glendale, 
Arizona, to farm. Daughter Frankie was born in 1915. 
In 1916, Charley and family moved in covered 
wagons to Christoval, renting the Sam Warnock farm 
two years. Daughter Billie Louise was born there in 
1918. Other moves took them to Eola, Paint Rock, 
and Mereta, Texas. Son Charles Dan was born at 
Paint Rock in 1921. In 1924 near Mereta, they lived 
one year where the grasshoppers ate the crops but 
they hand-raised nearly one thousand fine bronze 
turkeys, and made a down payment on the Dow 
Bledsoe stockfarm, in 1925. This place was south- 
east of San Angelo. Charles Dan died in 1925; son 
David was born in 1929. 

On this land, field crops, gardens, chickens, 
turkeys, hogs, goats, sheep and cows were raised. 
Edna canned vegetables and meat, and sold fresh 
vegetables, chickens, eggs and butter to grocery 
stores in San Angelo. 

The Hannum family moved to San Angelo in 
1935. Jake left home and Frankie married Curtis 
Short. Billie later married Rollie Parker. 

Charley and Edna ended their marriage with a 
divorce after 35 years. In 1950 the farm was sold to 
W.B. Upton. Years went by, sickness overcame 
Charley, and he passed away in a home in Brady. 
Edna married J.M. Kelsey and lived in San Angelo 
until her death in 1981. Charley is buried beside his 
parents in the Christoval Cemetery. Mrs. Kelsey is 
buried in the Schleicher County Cemetery beside her 
husband, J.M. Kelsey. 

Frankie and Curtis Short live near Eldorado; Billie 
in San Angelo; Jake, a patient in Eldorado Nursing 
Home; Dave, Grants, New Mexico. Charley Hannum 
and Edna Kelsey have three grandchildren; Roy 
Short, Ft. Stockton; Mary Spieker, Newcastle; Linda 
Anderson, Brookesmith, Texas; and seven great- 
grandchildren: Michell, Mark Spieker, Sandra, 
David, Gretta Short, Juakana, Mykia Anderson. 

by Frankie Hannum Short and Billie 
Hannum Parker 


HANNUM, JONATHAN (JOHN) 


Jonathan (John) Hannum was born March 12, 
1843, Robertson County, Tennessee. Parents were 
John P. Hannum of Tennessee and Caroline 
Dinwiddie of Kentucky. John married Rachel M. 
Parsons August 8, 1876 in Montgomery County, 
Clarksville, Tennessee and she was born November 
25, 1847, Logan County, Kentucky. 

In 1876, brothers, Oscar E. with wife, Rachel A. 
Murry, and children, and Thomas Jacoby (Jake), a 
single man; and sisters, Luella Jane and Mary Eliza, 
single maids; and Matilda Harriet Hannum 


1901 - Christoval, Texas. Hannum Hotel existed for 
50 years 


Dinwiddie with husband, Thomas Morris, and 
children, all departed Kentucky for Texas in covered 
wagon teams to establish businesses as teamsters. 
John and Rachel lived in Breckenridge, Texas where 
it is believed their children were born, none of whom 
ever married: Maggie Lee born February 14, 1879, 
taught school and died January 9, 1931; Anna Ivey 
born September 23, 1881; John Udell born July 26, 
1883 died July 11, 1907; and Curtis (Custis) 
Cleveland born May 31, 1885. 

In 1904/05, John purchased the first hostelry with 
livery stable and eight acres for $2,000 from George 
Holland who built it in 1901. Initially, the property 
was owned by J.B. Atkinson; George traded cattle 
for the site and $1,500 cash. Members of the James 
Monroe Hill family leased and managed it. The 
design was a two-story, wooden structure located in 
the center of Christoval, facing an unpaved main road 
connecting San Angelo and Sonora. It was situated 
among pecan trees with a foundation of native stone. 
A good grade of pine lumber was freighted from 
Abilene to Christoval. Verandas were located across 
the front and one side of each floor. A stairway 
connected the second floor containing eight 
furnished rooms. The first floor contained a foyer 
and a lounge and living quarters for the Hannum 
family plus dining and kitchen facilities. Room and 
board charges were $25.00 per month. An outhouse 
was located outside, typical during pioneer times. A 
pressure pump produced 300 gallons of water per 
minute for utilization. 

The hostelry served as a stage relay station 
operating until early 1920s. Stage service became 
the principal carrier of mail and passenger traffic to 
Sonora and San Angelo daily. Stage stations were 
located at Pecan Station, Christoval, Hackberry and 
Eldorado. Fresh horses were exchanged at each 
station. 

John died September 28, 1911 and Rachel 
continued managing the hostelry until her death in 
1931; son Custis, died February 1, 1955 and 
daughter, Anna, died November 2, 1955 but it was 
home until their deaths. 

The landmark Hannum Hotel existed for 50 years; 
the property sold for $7,500; the lumber given away 
for dismantlement; and its destruction in 1955 ended 
a historic establishment known as a hospitality center 
for freighters and stage line passengers in Christoval. 

by Noreine Holden Dodds 


HANNUM, THOMAS JACOBY 
(JAKE) 


Thomas Jacoby (Jake) Hannum was born 
September 6, 1850 in Logan County, Kentucky. 
Parents were John P. Hannum of Tennessee and 


os. ae :—e ) 
Thomas Jacoby (Jake) Hannum and Prudence 
(Prudie) Alexandria Hulse Hannum 


Caroline Dinwiddie of Kentucky. In 1865, Jake was 
fifteen years of age when the Civil War ended. In 
1876, brothers, Oscar E. Hannum with children and 
wife Rachel A. Murry; Jonathan (John) Hannum with 
wife, Rachel M. Parsons; and sisters, Luella Jane 
Hannum, Matilda Harriet Hannum Dinwiddie, her 
husband Thomas Morris, and children, and Mary 
Eliza Hannum departed Kentucky by covered wagon 
train for the new land in Texas; arriving in the town 
of Greenville, Jake met and married Prudence 
(Prudie) Alexandria Hulse April 14, 1881. Prudie 
was born in Hunt County, Greenville, Texas, October 
16, 1863. 


1918 - Thomas Jacoby (Jake) Hannum beside his 
Model 10, Republic Truck purchased December 19, 
1917 


The Hannum family wagon train moved to 
Breckenridge, Ballinger, San Angelo and Christoval, 
Texas and Territory of New Mexico. Jake’s family 
lived in Ballinger when the first town lots were sold 
there and moved to San Angelo before the railroad 
was extended to that town. In 1889, Jake rode in the 
parade that welcomed the arrival of the first, coal- 
fired locomotive of the Santa Fe Railroad. 
Approximately 1890, Jake and his family followed 
the path of construction of railroads across the 
frontier area of Texas to the Territory of New Mexico, 
remaining there until 1899 and returned to San 
Angelo and Christoval. The farm home located near 
the fork of the South Concho River, on the George 
T. Hueume property, washed away in the great flood 
of August 6, 1906; all personal property was lost 
and Jake purchased one of the first homes constructed 
in downtown Christoval; it became the permanent 
family residence. 

Jake and Prudie Hannum had eight children: Olin, 
born August 22, 1885, who married Robert Maugery 
Coor; Charley D., born February 2, 1889 who 
married Edna Eugene Coor; Eva Rachel, born May 
7, 1892, who married Samuel Clay Warnock; Eulah, 


born January 23, 1895, who died at one and half years 
of age; Tommie Aline, born March 31, 1898, who 
married William Thomas Holden; Grace Hulse, born 
May 12, 1900, who married Townsend (Bus) Holden; 
Jack, born July 8, 1902, who died at age fifteen; and 
Helen Beatrice, born March 11, 1906, who married 
Mack Lewis Van Court. 

Jake, by occupation, was a wagon teamster. 
December 19, 1917, Jake purchased one of the first 
motorized vehicles for hauling freight, a Model 10, 
Republic truck, for the sum of $972.00 from the 
Bryan Automobile Company in San Angelo. 

Jake died at his residence in Christoval, May 6, 
1925 and Prudie died there, also, December 18, 1949. 
The Jake Hannum family was among the early 
known settlers of Christoval. 

by Noreine Holden Dodds 


HANSON, HOWARD HARRY 
(DOGIE) 


I, Howard Harry (Dogie) Hanson, was born 
August 6, 1915, in Water Valley, Texas, son of Laburn 
Bates Hanson and Annie Boyd Hanson. The Hanson- 
McCrary families were post-Civil War immigrants 
from Water Valley, Mississippi. The Boyds were 
from Bend, Texas. Icompleted my education at Water 
Valley in 1935, received a B.A. from Sul Ross in 
1947 and an M.A. from Sam Houston in 1948. I 
married Lucille Ormsby Johnson of Ohio, and taught 
school at Carlsbad, Grape Creek, Big Spring, Big 
Lake, and Olney. 

My education and teaching career were interrupted 
by World War II. As CPhm, I was assigned to Infantry 
Company G-2-9-3rd Marine Division. I had first 
boat, first wave at Bougainville and 84 days in a 
front-line foxhole. I received a Presidential Unit 
Citation for taking Fonte Ridge on Guam. After being 
discharged in 1945, I shipped out as purser on a 
merchant marine ship to France with a load of coal. 

While teaching vocational agriculture at Big Lake, 
I was recruited by the Foreign Service as a rural 
education advisor with the Agency for International 
Development. I was posted to Egypt in 1953 during 
a revolution that ousted King Farouk by Colonels 
Nasser and Sadat group. Memorable moments were 
a moonlight picnic beside the Sphynx, trip to Luxor, 
an assignment in Syria and Lebanon, and working 
with U.S. and foreign officials at all levels. 

Twenty-eight months later, we flew from Egypt 
and used annual leave to travel through Europe by 
Eurail. Most appreciated was several days rest at 
Lord Byron Inn in Switzerland. Rome and Venice 
were nice in off-season, as were Heidelberg, the 
Rhine Steamer, Holland cheese factories, and 
overnight ferry to England for return home on S.S. 
America. 

There was a consultation in Washington, home 
leave, and banana boat to Guatemala. Castillo Armas 
overthrew Communist Arbenz government and 
Guatemala was U.S. friend again. A few memories 
there — training rural teachers, thirty days con- 
tinuous earthquakes, volcano eruptions, beautiful 
highlands and Indian people. 

In 1960 came a transfer to Honduras as advisor to 
agricultural school in Catacamas. Lucille and Harriet 
were involved in National Ballet and Tony attended 
Holy Cross School in New Orleans. Terry was still a 
Marine Corps Air Traffic Controller. Almost four 
years later, gunfire and tanks at dawn signalled 
another revolution! Col. Lopez over threw the 
government before what would have been a 
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disastrous election. Lucille, Harriet and I drove 
4,000 miles to Washington, sharing the front seat in 
our jam-packed car. In Washington, we witnessed 
President Kennedy’s funeral ceremonies. 

After 12 years, we left the Foreign Service and I 
worked a few years in HEW as a foreign student 
advisor. Later, I spent one year in Venezuela as a 
U.S. advisor while Lucille worked at National 4-H 
Headquarters in Washington. 

We retired in 1977 to Lampasas. Tony works for 
IRS in Austin. Harriet and our grandson live in the 
Washington area where she is a bilingual 
Administrative Assistant. Terry died of cancer in 
1983. 

by Howard H. Hanson 


HANSON, JAMES OLIVER 


James O. Hanson, Postmaster 1891-1895 
Courtesy of Hanson family 


James Oliver Hanson was the son of Aquilla and 
Lucinda Hanson. Aquilla was brought by his parents 
as a small boy to the United States from Sweden. 
They settled in Water Valley, Mississippi. Aquilla 
later met and married Lucinda Hopkins in Alabama. 
They had five children, James Oliver, Joe, Laburn, 
Claudia, and Sarah. Aquilla was killed in 1863 while 
fighting in the Civil War. James Oliver met and 
married Harriet Phillips in Alabama. Her parents 
were wealthy plantation owners who did not approve 
of James Hanson because he was a poor man. When 
Harriet eloped with him, she was disowned by her 
family. 


Harriet (Phillips) Hanson, wife of J. O. Hanson, 
Water Valley, Texas - 96 years old, 1845-1941 
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In 1874, the Hanson family started to Texas. James 
Oliver, his wife Harriet, and three children, Sallie, 
born January 9, 1867; Maggie, born July 8, 1870, 
and Labe, born April 16, 1872; his mother, Lucinda; 
an unmarried brother, Joe; sister Claudia, and her 
husband Smith McCrary; a brother Laburn and wife, 
Ida arrived in Texas. Sarah had married T.J. Goforth 
and as they had bought land which they did not want 
to give up, they stayed behind in Mississippi. 

The Hansons first stayed for a time in 
Nacogdoches, where a daughter, Belle, was born to 
J.O. and Harriet on January 19, 1876. They then 
moved on to Atascosa County near Austin, Texas. 
Here they lived in dugouts, and another daughter, 
Nona, was born July 6, 1878. J.O. Hanson worked 
as an engineer on the railroad. 

In 1880, the families moved on to Fort Concho 
where they stayed for five or six months. They then 
moved on up the North Concho twenty five miles to 
what would later be Water Valley. In Water Valley, 
the family lived in dugouts, and then picket houses 
until lumber could be brought from San Antonio to 
build what would be the first main house in Water 
Valley. Two more children were born, Kate, April 
21, 1881 and Wright, April 20, 1883. 

James Oliver was a County Commissioner from 
1888 to 1890, a school trustee, a trustee of the 
Methodist Church, and a member of the Tom Green 
County Pioneer’s Association which was organized 
in 1910. James Oliver was a very religious man in 
his later years and had his family cook the Sunday 
meal on Saturday. He served as postmaster from 1891 
until 1895 while at the same time operating a store 
in Water Valley. He was appointed Justice of the 
Peace and caretaker of the Water Valley Country 
Club lake and park. From the JP position came the 
honorary title of Judge by which J.O. was known 
for many years. James Oliver Hanson died from a 
heart attack in 1915, and is buried in the cemetery at 
Water Valley along with his mother, brothers, sisters, 
and many descendants of the founding family. 
Harriet died in 1941 at the age of 96 years and is 
buried in the Water Valley Cemetery. 

by Mary Lou McBride 


HARDEN FAMILY 


Asbury Jenkins Harden, with his wife, Mary Etta 
Gober Harden, moved their family to Tom Green 
County in 1906. Asbury Jenkins (Turk) Harden was 
born in Georgia, Harris County, on August 2, 1851. 
He married Mary Etta Gober of Sugar Valley, 
Georgia on January 29, 1874. In 1881 “Turk” and 
Mary Etta moved their family to Hood County, Texas 
near Acton. Their children at that time were Thaddeus 
Edgar Harden, born March 8, 1875 at Waycross, 
Georgia; Clara, born December 15, 1876; Ora, born 
November 2, 1878; and George Pierce, born August 
3, 1880. 

This family lived in Hood County for about seven 
years, and then moved to Stephens County. While 
in Hood County, the following children were born 
to “Turk”? and Mary Etta: J. Price Harden, born 
March 31, 1882; Herbert Harden, born April 18, 1884 
and Electra Harden, born March 18, 1886. 

In Stephens County, they lived for a short time at 
Bee Branch where twins, Lucien B. and Luther D., 
were born January 2, 1888. 

After a short time, they moved to the community 
of Wayland in Stephens County where “Turk” had a 
General Store in a building that he constructed of 
native stone. He also farmed and operated a cotton 


gin there. While at Wayland, the following children 
were born: Sallie, on March 16, 1890; Marcus 
Aurelius on April 24, 1892; Mattie Virginia on May 
29, 1894, and Horace Chester on March 27, 1895. 

When he moved to Tom Green County, A.J. 
Harden sold his assets in Stephens County and 
bought a ranch of one and one-half sections of land 
one mile northwest of Water Valley. The Santa Fe 
Railroad and the highway to Sterling City both ran 
through his property. The southwest half section of 
land bordered on the North Concho River for one- 
half mile. It was a beautiful, pecan tree bordered river 
with many pools for fishing and swimming. The 
ranch house that he built at that time still stands, 
cruciform in plan and with 12 foot high ceilings. 

In moving to Tom Green County, A.J. had his older 
son, Thaddeus Edgar, move their livestock to the new 
homestead. In doing so, Thaddeus Edgar followed a 
trail that passed through Buffalo Gap and Robert Lee. 
On his last night out, Thaddeus camped at the Spade 
Ranch on the divide between the Concho and the 
Colorado rivers. There was no one at home at the 
Spade Ranch house, but after Thaddeus had bedded 
down the livestock, he went into the house, found 
plenty of food and cooked his supper. 

Thaddeus had previously married Dollie Dee 
Baggett of Gunsight, Texas, and he and several other 
children did not live at the ranch; however, A.J. often 
demanded that all his children do his bidding, 
regardless of their other obligations. Living at the 
ranch were Electra, Luther, Lucien, Sallie, Marcus, 
Mattie, and Horace Chester. 

Asbury Jenkins’ nickname came from the fact that 
he raised turkeys. The turkeys often created prob- 
lems. Once, the turkeys all decided to roost in the 
belfry of the Baptist Church on a night that the 
Baptists were planning a special event. The site of 
the special event had to be changed. Often, they 
would roost on the rails of the Santa Fe. The little 
combination train of the Santa Fe usually came 
through at dusk, on its way to Sterling City. One 
night, as the train approached, the Engineer saw the 
turkeys roosting on the track. He blew the whistle 
repeatedly, but the turkeys simply gobbled back at 
him. He could not stop and the turkeys would not 
move, so the Hardens had lots of turkey to eat for 
many following meals. 

Both Marcus Aurelius Harden and Horace Chester 
Harden served with the American Expeditionary 
Forces in France during World War I. Their names 
are carved on the little stone monuments on top of 
the hill that is southwest and across the river from 
Water Valley. 

Although he had two sons in the American Army, 
Asbury Jenkins Harden was somewhat sympathetic 
to the German cause. In the ranch house that he built, 
there was a large closet adjacent to a double sided 
fireplace and between the middle (sitting) room and 
the east bedroom. In the floor of that closet was a 
trap door that opened into a large, metal lined, box 
in which “Turk” hid his flour, sugar and corn meal 
from the rationing authorities. 

Marcus was the one son that stayed with his father 
until his father’s death. Asbury Jenkins Harden died 
on August 6, 1925 and is buried at Hamlin, Texas. 
He always had a large “chaw” of tobacco in his cheek 
which caused cancer to develop and resulted in his 
death. His wife, Mary Etta Gober Harden died later 
and also is buried at Hamlin. 

After the death of A.J. Harden, ownership of the 
ranch passed to the oldest son, Thaddeus Edgar 
Harden, who managed it in an absentee fashion until 


his death on December 27, 1949. Dollie Dee Harden, 
wife of Thaddeus, sold the ranch in 1954. 

Marcus A. Harden remained a rancher all of his 
life, at various places in and around Tom Green 
County. He died at San Angelo on January 20, 1975 
and is buried at the Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens 
in San Angelo. 

by Thaddeus E. Harden, Jr. 


HARDING, FORREST ASHBY 


Hon. Forrest Ashby Harding 


Forrest Ashby Harding was born November 4, 
1913, in Roanoke, Virginia, and attended schools in 
Pulaski, Virginia. 

Eager to serve his country, he enlisted and attended 
Officers’ Candidate School in Miami, Florida, and 
was sent to Mathis Field as a First Lieutenant. He 
arrived in San Angelo on Christmas Day, 1942, and 
served as Engineering Officer while stationed here. 
He served in the China, Burma, India Theater as 
Reclamation and Salvage Officer for the Air Corps 
CBI Theater Command, based at Calcutta, India. 
After returning to the United States in 1946, he 
requested assignment at Goodfellow Air Force Base 
and was given service connected disability retirement 
as a Major in 1947. Throughout his military career, 
he was stationed at many places but San Angelo 
remained his favorite place and he wanted to return 
here to live. 

On resuming civilian life, he entered the real estate 
business. In the spring of 1949, he gave up his 
business to enter San Angelo College as a freshman, 
graduating from there in 1950 and entering Baylor 
University School of Law. Upon his graduation from 
Baylor in 1953, he was licensed to practice law and 
started his law practice in San Angelo. He served as 
City Judge from 1953 until 1958. In 1960, he was 
elected State Representative and served in the Texas 
Legislature from 1960 to January, 1973. 

While in the Legislature, Harding was 
instrumental in passing the bill to establish Angelo 
State University as a four-year university. After 
months of hearings, lobbying, and heart-rending 
work, Harding wept when the bill finally passed in 
the House of Representatives. Being a part of the 


creation of Angelo State University was always a 
source of great joy and pride to him. 

While serving in the legislature, he sponsored and 
co-sponsored many pieces of legislation and assisted 
in their successful passage. The Texas Bar 
Association gave him an honorary award for passing 
legislation eliminating unjust tax laws; the Texas 
Gem and Mineral Society honored him for acting as 
co-sponsor in passing legislation making petrified 
palm wood as the state stone and the Mason County 
blue topaz the state gem. San Angelo Realtors 
awarded him an honor for community service for 
his diligent and untiring work on the Angelo State 
University bill. He donated his legal services in 
organizing the Rio Concho Manor, Incorporated, and 
also to incorporate the San Angelo Emergency Corps. 

He was Phi Theta Kappa, Phi Delta Phi, held a 
Doctor of Laws degree and a Doctor of Political 
Science degree. He was named to “Who’s Who in 
Texas,”’ “Community Leaders and Noteworthy 
Americans,”’ “Who’s Who in American Law,”’ 
“Outstanding Americans in the South,” 
“Personalities of the South,” “Dictionary of 
International Biography,” “Leading Men of the 
United States of America,” appointed an honorary 
Admiral in the Texas Navy, appointed a lifetime 
member of the 147th Fighter Group Texas Air 
National Guard, made an honorary citizen of Mexico 
by the Mexican Legislature. 

When Harding died on April 21, 1985, the Texas 
House of Representatives adjourned in his memory. 
House Resolution number 514 was unanimously 
adopted by a rising vote of the House in honor of 
“this accomplished Texan who will be remembered 
for his many personal achievements and tireless 
public service on behalf of others.’ Forrest Ashby 
Harding was accorded the honor of being buried in 
the State Cemetery at Austin because of his service 
to the state. His widow, Leanorah Bryant Huddleston 
Harding, gave a Quadrabell Carillon Bell system to 
Angelo State University in honor of this beloved man 
who gave so much to so many. 

by Leanorah B. Harding 


HARPER, JAKE Z. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jake Z. Harper - 50th Wedding 
Anniversary 


Jake Zollie Harper was born November 3, 1885 in 
Goldthwaite, Mills County, Texas. His family moved 
to Tom Green County in 1903. 

On Sunday June 23, 1907, he married Ida May 
Rawls. She was born in Mansfield, Tarrant County, 
Texas on December 6, 1888. They have two children: 
Zollie May Harper Clift (two children, Don Clift and 


Jakie Sue Clift Myrick) and Billy Jim Harper (five 
children: Jim, Judy, Leslie, Tanya and Jake Z. II). 

After their marriage Jake and Ida made their first 
home on 16th Street in San Angelo. They bought a 
home on the river at Water Valley (the Schovajosa 
place). Later sold this place and bought a section of 
ranch land that is a part of the present Harper Ranch 
at Water Valley. He bought and inherited more land 
and ranched for many years. 


ce 


First home of Mr/Mrs. Jake Z. Harper, 20 West 16th 
Street, San Angelo, Texas 


Jake Harper was active in the Water Valley school 
for thirty-three years. He was also active in all 
community projects. In about 1921, Jake was elected 
county commissioner precinct three. For thirty-four 
years he was re-elected and served as county 
commissioner. He retired from office in December 
1956 because of ill health. He died June 10, 1960. 

Jake’s parents were the late W.A. and Jacqueline 
Harper. They bought a part of the Charles Collyns 
Ranch that included the headquarters of the vast 
ranching properties. Jake had two brothers, Robert 
H. Harper and Charlie H. Harper. 

Ida’s parents were the late Jim DeCalb Rawls and 
Minnie Ada Dunn Rawls of San Angelo. Mr. Rawls 
owned and operated a grocery and feed store. 

One interesting item was that Jake and Ida had a 
double wedding with their life-long friends Gus and 
Lilly Jones of SanAngelo. 

As of this writing Ida is still living and is ninety- 
eight years old. 

by Zollie H. Clift 


HARRINGTON, PATRICIA 
LOUISE 


Patricia Louise Harrington was born in Lubbock 
January 27, 1955, the eldest child of her parents, 
William P. and Willetta M. Harrington. At the age of 
18 months, her parents moved to San Angelo. 

Patricia, who was called “Pat” by her parents and 
friends, began her early school years at Crockett 
Elementary School and upon completion became a 
member of the first class to enter the new John Glenn 
Junior High School, so named for the outstanding 
astronaut, John H. Glenn. 

From her successful completion of Junior High at 
Glenn, Pat advanced on to enter Central High School 
continuing her studies and maintaining an avid 
interest in music and the high school choir. Her senior 
year, Pat was elected the student president of Chorale, 
the top choir group, and participated not only in 
singing as a member, but also in separate group 
ensembles for specialty performances. 
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Pat Harrington 


Graduating from Central High School in May of 
1973, Pat then entered as a student in Texas Tech 
University in the fall of that year. She pursued a 
course in Music Education with certification to teach 
at all levels in public school. She also received special 
coaching in voice. Pat was an active participant in 
the Tech Music Department, and soon became a 
respected student by her instructors as well as fellow 
students. Invitations to sing at weddings, church 
activities, and similar occasions were not uncommon. 
She was a member of Alpha Chi Omega, Alpha 
Lambda Delta, and listed on the Dean’s List for 
academic excellence. She held part time jobs at local 
department stores to supplement college expenses. 

In May of 1977 Pat graduated from Texas Tech 
University with a degree in Music Education. She 
returned to San Angelo during the summer, and in 
the fall of that year began teaching in the San Angelo 
Central High School music department as an 
instructor in music and as associate director for high 
school choir groups. 

In the fall of 1980, Pat applied for and was 
successful in entering the Graduate School at the 
University of Oklahoma to begin work on a Master’s 
Degree in music. She was a recipient of the Benton- 
Schmidt scholarship for 1980-81 which was granted 
to outstanding voice students at Oklahoma 
University. In addition, she held a teaching assistant 
position at Oklahoma University, and also an 
instructor’s position at nearby Hillsdale Baptist 
College. Pat received her Master’s Degree in May 
of 1984. 

Pat then moved to Dallas where she began 
pursuing her career by opening a private voice studio, 
participating in Dallas Theatre performances, and 
obtaining singing engagements. In 1986 she was 
listed in the publication for that year entitled, 
“Outstanding Young Women of America.” 

by Mrs. Wm. P. Harrington 


HARRINGTON, WILLIAM P. 


William P. Harrington and Willetta McKenzie 
(Billye) Harrington, together with their 18-month- 
old daughter, Patricia Louise, moved to San Angelo 
in September 1956. Bill, who had just graduated from 
Texas Tech University in June with a degree in Civil 
Engineering, had accepted a job with the Texas 
Highway Department as a junior engineer. Daughter 
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Bill Harrington Family 
Left to Right: E. Brian Bristow, LeeAnn Harrington 
Bristow, Pat Harrington, Bill Harrington and Billye 
Harrington 


Patricia Louise was born on January 27, 1955 in 
Lubbock, and later, on January 29, 1958, a second 
daughter, Lee Ann, was born to the young family. 

Bill was the eldest son of William Lee and Sadie 
Lou Harrington, born on March 29, 1925. His parents 
were engaged in ranching activities in the Big Bend 
area. Willetta (Billye) McKenzie was born 
November 13, 1926 in Washington D.C. to Dr. 
Patrick Joseph and Pauline McKenzie. Dr. McKenzie 
was a career Army doctor in the Medical Corps. 
When Billye was approximately 18 months old, her 
father, after a lengthy illness, passed away. Mrs. 
McKenzie, together with her young family, Billye 
and older sister Patricia, returned to her native Texas 
and resided first in San Antonio, and later in Marfa 
with her second husband, Dr. Luis A. LaVanture. 
Billye attended schools in San Antonio, Marfa, 
Radford School for Girls in El Paso, and later 
attended college in El Paso at College of Mines, now 
known as University of Texas at El Paso. 

Bill’s grammar school years were spent in ranch 
schools in the Big Bend area; then completed high 
school in Alpine. He entered the Armed Services in 
the summer of 1943 during world war II, and served 
overseas in the Pacific Area. 

On July 27, 1950, Bill and Billye married in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, and spent their early married 
years in Presidio, later moving to Lubbock for Bill 
to enter Texas Tech. At the time of their marriage 
Bill was engaged in patrolling the U. S. - Mexican 
Border with the U. S. Bureau of Animal Industry 
quarantine against Mexican livestock, and Billye was 
a newspaper correspondent for the San Angelo 
Standard-Times for the Big Bend Area. 

In addition to being a loving and supportive wife 
and devoted mother, Billye also worked outside the 
home at various times as a secretary in a physician’s 
office, later for Hemphill-Wells Department Store, 
secretary in a stock brokerage firm, and as an 
Executive Housekeeper for a San Angelo hospital. 
She was also active in PTA, Girl Scouts, church 
activities, and became an active genealogist in the 
San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society. She 
also served as an instructor in adult education classes 
for genealogy at Angelo State University. 


Bill began his engineering career with the Texas 
Highway Department in San Angelo in a Resident 
Engineer’s office which prepared plans and 
supervised construction of highways in Tom Green 
and adjoining counties. Later, upon receiving his 
Professional Engineer’s license, Bill was assigned 
to the Highway District’s testing laboratory 
responsible for various tests on road building 
materials used in highway construction. Still later, 
in 1966, he was promoted to Assistant District 
Engineer of the San Angelo Highway District and 
remained in that capacity until his retirement at the 
end of May 1987, having spent an engineering career 
of approximately 31 years with the Highway 
Department. 

by Billye Harrington 


HARRIS, JUDGE C.O. 


C.O. Harris was born in Russellville, Indiana, 
February 25, 1858. From the age of seven, young 
Harris decided on becoming a lawyer; and despite 
many later difficulties, he never let them alter his 
ambition. His family moved to a farm in Washington 
County, Texas, far from Indianapolis where he hoped 
to enter law school. His family could spare no money; 
so Harris decided to farm for a year, but flooding 
destroyed his corn and most of his cotton. The entire 
year netted only $181.60, but using that he pur- 
chased a railroad ticket to Indianapolis and headed 
for law school. 

Harris attended law school three years, working 
part time in law offices, mowing lawns weekends, 
and studying law books nightly. Passing the bar 
examination, he set up practice in Indianapolis. In 
two years, he earned only $500 in law, and was 
forced to work in the fields to live. He decided to 
return to Texas, and opened an office in Ballinger. 
He became attorney for the Santa Fe Railway, 
securing right-of-way for the railroad from Ballinger 
to San Angelo. He was vice-president and director 
for the Kansas City, Mexico and Orient (a part of 
the Santa Fe) until the time of his death. 

In 1911, Judge Harris moved to San Angelo, 
becoming a partner in several law firms; the first 
being Wright, Wynn and Harris; then Wright and 
Harris; Harris and Harris; Harris; Harris and 
Sedberry; and again Harris and Harris, the firm at 
his death. 

Judge Harris was a very active Republican his 
entire adult life. By intervention in Washington, he 
was instrumental in getting the first airmail service 
to San Angelo, the first airmail arriving October 15, 
1930. As patronage dispenser for the Republican 
Party, he probably had a hand in naming more 
postmasters in West Texas than any party leader. He 
was honored by the Republican Party by being 
nominated their candidate for governor in 1936 and 
for attorney general several times. Judge Harris 
became ill at the 1940 Republican National 
Convention and continued to fail in health until his 
death June 8, 1942. 

Judge Harris was active in the Christian Church, 
being the organist while in Ballinger and serving as 
elder, trustee and chairman of the board of First 
Christian Church, San Angelo. In his last years he 
was elder emeritus of the San Angelo church. 

Harris was married to Nannie Lawrence December 
11, 1883 in Indianapolis. She died Christmas Day, 
1933, just fourteen days after their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary. They had two children, Mae (Harris) 
O’Bannon and Lawrence Harris. Lawrence was 


partner in the law firms from 1915, continuing 
practicing in the firms until retirement, October 5, 
1965. 

by Charles O. Harris, I 


HARRIS, LAWRENCE 


Lawrence B. Harris was born December 5, 1887, 
in Ballinger, Texas. On January 10, 1911, he married 
Verda Blanche Scott in Lancaster, Texas. Verda Scott 
was born November 6, 1889, in Lancaster. 
Lawrence’s parents were Judge C.O. Harris and 
Nannie Lawrence Harris, and Verda’s parents were 
John D. Scott and Mattie B. Scott. Lawrence at- 
tended Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College 
and the University of Texas Law School, where he 
was a member of Alpha Tau Omega fraternity. Verda 
attended Add Ran College and Texas Christian 
University, where she was the first cheerleader. 

Lawrence was admitted to the Texas bar in 1910. 
The couple made their home in Ballinger, Texas, 
where Lawrence practiced law until 1915 when they 
moved to San Angelo and Lawrence joined the law 
firm of his father, Judge C.O. Harris, and Judge 
W.A. Wright. He continued his San Angelo law 
practice as a partner in the firm of Harris, Harris and 
Sedberry and the firm of Harris and Harris until his 
retirement on October 5, 1965. He held memberships 
in the Tom Green County Bar Association, the 
Kiwanis Club, Elks Club, and San Angelo Country 
Club. 

Verda was an active booster of the San Angelo 
High School Bobcats. Both were longtime active 
members of the First Christian Church of San 
Angelo, where Lawrence was a former deacon, 
trustee and chairman of the official board, while 
Verda was a longtime member of the choir. 

The couple had four children: Charles O. Harris 
II, Minnie Rene (Harris) Gilbert, Lawrence B. Harris, 
Jr., and John Scott Harris. 

Verda Harris passed away July 22, 1973, and 
Lawrence Harris passed away September 23, 1977. 
At the time of their deaths, they had nine 
grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren. 

by Charles O. Harris, I 


HARRIS, LEASIAL B. 
1827 - 1908 


Leasial Bobo Harris was born in Macon County, 
Georgia to Walter and Barbara Thomas Harris on 
February 18, 1827. Walter suffered an untimely death 
in 1831, and Barbara migrated to Texas with the 
second DeWitt colony in 1832. She settled in 
Gonzales and established an inn and boarding house. 
Sam Houston, William Travis, Jim Bowie and other 
notable Texas figures often stayed overnight or were 
fed at the inn. Henry and Ben McCulloch were 
neighbors as well. Leasial became acquainted with 
many of the founders of Texas in his early years. 

When Santa Anna overran the Alamo, Barbara 
and her children fled Gonzales to San Jacinto to await 
the fate of Texas. Young Leasial and others watched 
from the woods as Sam Houston defeated Santa Anna 
on the battlefield that fateful Sunday afternoon of 
April 21, 1836. 

Leasial joined the Texas Rangers just after his 
18th birthday in 1845, serving under Henry 
McCulloch. On June 16, 1846, H.E. McCulloch’s 
Mounted Volunteers joined the federal forces under 
General Zachary Taylor. There were 63 men in 


Bank Exchange (now Stovall-Booker) on Concho Avenue. Oakes Street is to the left of Bank Exchange, 


Chadbourne to the right 


McCulloch’s Company I, Third Regiment serving a 
term of three months that ended on September 19, 
1846. When they were mustered out, they returned 
as Texas Rangers protecting the Texas frontier. He 
and other Texas Rangers re-entered the U.S. Army 
as they were needed in the War with Mexico. 
Leasial left the Rangers for the last time when he 
was mustered out on November 5, 1851 and moved 
to San Antonio where he engaged in the freight 
business and had regular trade between Galveston 
and San Antonio. One freighting venture took him 
through the Concho Valley near the Twin Mountains. 
He remarked in a letter that grass was belly high toa 
horse, and he undoubtedly remembered the scene 
years later when he moved his ranching operations. 


L. B. Harris and Martha McKenzie Harris 


Leasial B. Harris and Martha Isabell McKenzie 
were married in San Antonio on June 18, 1851. 
Shortly after his marriage he sold his freight business 
and began a ranching operation in South Texas below 
the Atascosa River. The pair had eight children, 
Addie, Mary, Nancy, Clara, Wayne, Walter, Ralph 
and Frank. 

After the Civil War, the cattle business boomed 
in South Texas. Leasial took or sent several herds 
north in that period from 1867 to 1880. He branded 
an average of 25,000 head of cattle per year in the 
territory south of San Antonio and in the open grass- 
lands between the Nueces and the Rio Grande. 

In 1872, Leasial bought land along the Colorado 
River and moved a herd of cattle there. By 1880, he 
had moved his entire ranching operation to the 
present day Coke County. He and his son-in-law, 
Eugene Cartledge, founded the City of Robert Lee 
that later replaced Hayrick as the county seat. 

Leasial was busy in San Angelo from 1880 
through 1890. He established the Harris Block 
bounded by Harris Avenue to the South, 
Chadbourne to the West, College to the North and 


Oakes Street to the East. In 1892, he founded the 
first bank in San Angelo, the Concho National Bank, 
at the Southwest corner of Concho and Oakes Street. 
He served as bank president until 1889. 

In 1884 an advertisement appeared on the front 
page of the San Angelo Standard for Harris and 
Cartledge Mercantile located at the corner of 
Chadbourne and Beauregard. It promised goods of 
every description and could well have been San 
Angelo’s first department store. In 1885 he owned 
the Hotel San Angelo, a two-story building that stood 
at the Northwest corner of Harris and Chadbourne. 

After Leasial’s death in 1908, his sons Frank and 
Ralph continued the ranch operation and expanded 
into Crockett, Irion, Tom Green, Uvalde and Sterling 
Counties. At one time, the two brothers controlled 
just under 900 sections of land in South and West 
Texas. 

Leasial B. Harris died on February 5, 1908 and is 
laid to rest next to his wife, Martha in Fairmount 
Cemetery in San Angelo. Seven of his eight children 
are also buried at Fairmount as are many of his 
grandchildren. 

by David Smith 


HARRISON, J.B. 


John Benjamin Harrison and his wife, Mary Esther 
(Liddell) Harrison, my grandparents, reared five girls 
and one son. They left four married daughters in 
Coleman County and moved to Tom Green County, 
bringing with them their teen-agers, Della and Sam, 
in 1912. They rented a large house on the corner, 22 
West College, San Angelo, Texas, with a barn, hay 
loft, and three cow lots behind the house. Mr. 
Harrison bought dairy cows and soon built up his 
dairy, serving morning and evening customers. He 
delivered his milk with a small milk cart drawn by a 
horse. 

They rented out two apartments, one to Mrs. Kitty 
Simpson, a widow with two daughters, who worked 
for Mr. Huff, a tailor; and another to their son-in- 
law and daughter, Joe and Laura Kegan, and their 
small baby, Joe, Jr. Kegan was a cafe man. 

Sam Harrison and his father opened up the 
American Cafe in downtown San Angelo between 
Harris and Concho Streets, with Sam as manager. 
He hired his brother-in-law, Joe Kegan, to help him 
run the cafe. 

Sam and his wife had two daughters, Mary Kay 
and Peggy. 
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Several years later, Grandfather Harrison bought 
about twenty-four lots in North San Angelo, with 
half of them facing 24th and the other half facing 
25th Streets. There was a house on the first lot, at 28 
East 24th Street, and several large chicken houses 
behind. Grandfather raised white leghorn chickens 
and sold eggs to his cafe and several others, and some 
hotels, delivering them by the case in a horse-drawn 
buggy. He and his wife lived there until they passed 
away. They are both buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Vera (Ferguson) Barker 


HARTE, HOUSTON 


Houston Harte 


To say that Houston Harte was totally absorbed in 
business would be an overstatement; he was only 
99% absorbed in business. But “business” to him 
meant not only his own business interests, but 
everybody else’s as well. Without elaborate training 
in economics (he had, however, taken courses with 
Veblen at the University of Missouri), he was deeply 
curious about all aspects of economic life as it was 
conducted in West Texas in his day. This, perhaps 
more than any other thing, set his newspaper apart 
from others published in small cities of Texas. 

His life spanned periods of dramatic change in the 
West Texas and the American economy, and he was 
on top of all of them and personally reported a lot of 
them. He owned ranch land in partnership with a fine 
cattleman, the late Jack Mansfield. He understood 
agricultural economics and appreciated the 
importance of cattle, sheep, and goats to the economic 
base of San Angelo. So he made agricultural news 
another major department of the Standard-Times, and 
touted San Angelo as the biggest inland wool market 
in the world. He lobbied — unsuccessfully — for 
bringing various segments of the wool textile industry 
to West Texas. 

Houston Harte was not an intellectual. But a full 
generation before Ross Perot’s water shed reform 
movement in Texas education, Harte realized that 
education was an indispensable component of 
economic progress. This led the newspaper during 
his time to take a big interest in public school affairs. 
After the war Harte, realizing that one of the great 
“growth businesses” of the American future would 
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be higher education, decided that if Abilene could 
have three colleges San Angelo, to stay competitive, 
ought to have at least one. The existence of Angelo 
State University is due in large part to Harte’s 
originality and drive. 

Harte was a slow but avid reader. He always had 
a couple of books going, and would complain of his 
slow pace through them compared to his wife’s 
ability to read swiftly. He had grown up in a literate 
family in a tiny town in Western Missouri, 
Knobnoster. As he was an only child, the family 
library came finally to San Angelo. It has the usual 
“complete works” of Dickens which was in every 
well-stocked 19th Century library and I was 
encouraged to read all of them. Harte had the 
Britannica before most San Angelo houses had it, 
and may have had the only complete Oxford English 
Dictionary in town in his time. 

In other words, his reading in biography and 
current history was sort of an extension into leisure 
time of his deep interest in his — and everybody else’s 
— business. In his lifetime the automobile came to 
dominate transportation, and he watched its 
development with fascination and concern that 
Abilene would get more highways than San Angelo, 
which it surely did, an advantage it enjoys to this 
day. The San Angelo vs. Abilene rivalry was one of 
the most important things in Harte’s life, literally. 
Every ten years he went through several months of 
nervousness wondering whether San Angelo would 
have grown more than Abilene did. 

He lost another war when the oil business moved 
out of San Angelo to Midland. Harte blamed this on 
the Santa Fe Railroad, which may have been unfair, 
and credited Midland’s success to its location astride 
the Texas & Pacific tracks. All of which brings up 
an interesting side to Harte’s thought processes. He 
was himself a monopolist. He had the only 
newspaper in town, and was a principal in the biggest 
radio station. But that never stopped him from 
helping other monopolists “tell right from wrong”’ 
as he put it. He was especially critical of West Texas 
Utilities for its reluctance to take 3-phase current all 
over town, which he thought would be good for 
business. He never tired of telling the Santa Fe what 
level of service they owed to the town. 

Harte was at one time a smoker, and was all his 
life an enthusiastic but moderate drinker. His formula 
for a good party was to “give them enough to drink” 
and everything would take care of itself. This failed 
to give credit to the fact that his wife and a faithful 
houseman, Willard ““Gus’’ Moten, had worked most 
of the day to provide that other ingredient of suc- 
cessful entertaining, a good supper. Gus was widely 
connected in San Angelo and throughout the world, 
really, as a result of the many people who were 
entertained by the Hartes. His old-fashioneds were 
legendary. His mint juleps delightfully lethal. And 
his Tom Collins concentrate was bottled and packed 
away in Harte’s luggage whenever he ventured far 
from home. 

Harte’s interest in sports was almost nil. But he 
could work up considerable enthusiasm about sports 
if he saw some community or business benefit. A 
case in point was the intense pride he took in the 
creation, in the oil boom days, of a fine polo team in 
San Angelo, and the building of very expensive 
stables near the Country Club by the polo elite for 
their ponies. For Harte the presence of polo players 
in San Angelo denoted upward mobility by the town. 

His own outdoor activities revolved around the 
ranch he owned 50-50 with the Jack Mansfield 


family. It was a pretty piece of real estate 60 miles 
west of Amarillo on the Canadian River. He liked to 
go there. In his later years, he enjoyed going to 
Canada to fish for salmon, an activity he entered into 
with his customary enthusiasm. But a big part of the 
charm salmon fishing held for him was the quality 
of the other fishermen in the party: Nearly all of them 
were important figures in the newspaper industry or 
in Canadian business and politics. 

Harte took a big interest in his two sons. He 
expected success in school. He expected us to work 
in the summers and provided the jobs. He was 
generous with money as we reached college age, but 
not so generous as to ruin us. It was expected that 
we would go into the newspaper business, which we 
did. 

But like most men, he enjoyed his grandchildren 
more than he really enjoyed his own children. By 
the time he had grandchildren, he had arrived at 
wherever he wanted to be in this world and had 
become rather uninhibited. His grandchildren were 
pure enjoyment, the way one might enjoy a pet 
animal. Naturally, the grandchildren delighted in his 
company, and I dare say all of them remember him 
as one of the most amusing men they have ever 
known. 

by Edward H. Harte 


HARTGROVE, SAMUEL 
AUGUSTUS 


Samuel Augustus Hartgrove (Gus) was born 
December 30, 1879, in Richland, Navarro County, 
Texas. In December 20, 1903, he married Elizabeth 
Becton (born September 7, 1884, in Valley Spring, 
Llano County) at the ranch house of her parents who 
had come to Concho County in 1891. They had five 
children: Augusta who married Sidney E. Slaughter; 
Horace who married Katherine Linthicum; Shultz 
(died 1945) who married Louise Walker; Helen who 
married Billy Blanks Noelke, all of San Angelo, and 
Harvey Lewis (died 1976) who married Della 
Thibodeaux of Biloxi, Mississippi, where he was 
stationed in World War II. 

Gus Hartgrove came to West Texas in 1901, when 
his father acquired land in Concho County east of 
Paint Rock along the Concho River, and began cattle 
ranching. After their marriage, he and Elizabeth made 
their home on the ranch until they leased the Ringo 
Ranch in Reagan County to escape the severe 
drought of 1918. In September 1919, they moved to 
San Angelo because it was between the two ranches 
and offered better schools. They bought the Reagan 
County land in 1940. 

Gus Hartgrove (died August 1967) was a director 
of the Paint Rock State Bank and a longtime active 
member of the Business Men’s Bible Class in San 
Angelo, having served as president, several years as 
a director, and on numerous committees. He was a 
pioneer in breeding Angus cattle in West Texas. He 
was a Mason and a member of Suez Shrine Temple. 

Elizabeth Hartgrove, whose main interest was 
gardening, was a long time active member of the 
San Angelo Garden Club. The Hartgrove home at 
817 West Avenue H was a show-place with its 
seasonal displays of flowers. Her special interest was 
the propagation of varieties of day-lilies. She shared 
cuttings and bulbs with many people. One which she 
called the Chamberlin lily she had obtained from 
Mrs. Don Chamberlin. Mrs. Hartgrove was an active 
member of the First Christian Church. She died in 
August 1965. 


The Hartgroves’ three sons entered the ranching 
business, and their two daughters married ranchers; 
thus the entire family has long been identified with 
ranching in this area. Although none of their ranches 
are in Tom Green County, San Angelo has been the 
trade and medical center for the Hartgrove family. 
At this time Augusta Slaughter, Helen Noelke, 
Horace A. Hartgrove and Della Hartgrove, Harvey’s 
widow, reside in San Angelo, as do two grand- 
children, Lon Slaughter and William S. Noelke. 

by Mrs. B.B. Noelke 


HARTMANN, CONRAD 


Conrad Hartmann and Hie wife, Rosa Anna Eckert, 
March 2, 1910 


Conrad Hartmann was born August 2, 1888, 
Fredericksburg, Texas, the eldest son of Carl 
Hartmann, Sr., and his wife, Emma Dietz. Conrad 
grew up on the home place five miles west of 
Fredericksburg. He attended Live Oak School 
through the third grade. The subjects taught were 
reading, writing, and geography. 

He relates many stories of different incidents that 
happened when he helped his grandfather, Heinrich 
Dietz, and others with the farm work. In cultivating 
the land, twelve yoke of oxen were used. The 
unbroken oxen were harnessed between the gentle 
ones in front. 

When Conrad was nine, his father moved his 
family from the Morris Ranch to the present home 
place near Honey Creek. He helped with the digging 
and shaping the rocks from the creek, and helped 
prepare the limestone for the mortar. During the 
building of this house, the Hartmanns lived with the 
Henry Schuch family on the opposite side of the 
creek. Mrs. Schuch was the sister of Carl Hartmann, 
Sr. 

In 1905, Conrad went to San Angelo to work for 
his Uncle Henry Schuch. Mr. Schuch had moved his 
family there earlier and was a sand and gravel 
contractor. After three years, Conrad returned to 
Fredericksburg. He went to Hilda, Mason County, 
to help Henry Eckert tear down and rebuild a two- 
story house. During the building, the Eckerts lived 
in the barn, the workers in a tent. Here Conrad met 
his future bride, Rosa Anna Eckert, born July 28, 
1890. They were married in Fredericksburg on 
March 2, 1910, and made their home in Mason. 


In October, 1943, Conrad moved his family to San 
Angelo, where two of his sons, Clarence and 
William, made their homes. He was produce manager 
for Modern Way Food Market until his retirement at 
the age of eighty-one in 1970. 

Conrad and Rosa were active members of the 
Lutheran church. During World War II, Rosa sewed 
for the American Red Cross. 

In 1975, Conrad and Rosa celebrated their fiftieth 
wedding anniversary. They reared nine children: the 
late Rev. Kurt Hartmann; Clarence, San Angelo; 
William, Tennyson; Clinton, El Paso; Estella Orrison, 
Waco; Ella Mae Dunstan, Odessa; Pearl Stockum, 
Pasadena; Martha McCauley, Cedar Park; Simmie 
Smith, San Antonio. 

Conrad died November 22, 1983. Rosa died 
November 2, 1976. Both are buried in Lawnhaven 
Memorial Gardens, San Angelo. 

by Estella Hartmann Orrison 


HARVEY, ROBERT LEE 


Robert Lee Harvey was born March 7, 1898, in 
Gorman, Texas. Jessie Irene Vick was born 
November 7, 1907, in Knickerbocker, Texas. They 
married in 1927 and lived in Texon, Texas, where 
he was employed by Marathon Oil Company. Their 
first child, Wanda Jo, was born December 15, 1928; 
their second, Deulah Ann, was born August 2, 1932. 

In June of 1944, the Harvey family moved to 
Knickerbocker where he leased the Gilman Place 
and operated a dairy farm. He was also in partnership 
with his brother-in-law, Emmett Vick, in a public 
hay-bailing operation. In March, 1946, fire destroyed 
their home. As was typical of people of the 
community of Knickerbocker, they rallied around 
and “showered” the Harveys with clothes, furniture 
and enough household goods to put them back in 
good shape. 

The following June, Robert was accidentally killed 
when he came in contact with an electric fence while 
irrigating an alfalfa field. Again, the community 
rallied around to help the widow with the work of 
the dairy farm. 

In 1947, Jessie married Roy Bird of Houston. They 
purchased the Knickerbocker Store that year and 
Jessie was appointed Postmaster in February 1956. 
They owned the “Store and Post Office’’ until July 
of 1977 when Jessie retired as Postmaster. They 
moved to San Angelo where Roy died November 
12, 1979. Jessie still resides in San Angelo. She has 
3 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren. 

by Ann Harvey McCleery 


HASTY, CECIL RICHARD 
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Cecil and Nora Hasty - 1928 


Cecil Richard Hasty was born April 26, 1910, in 
San Angelo, Texas, son of Charles B. and Emma Jane 
(Goodrum) Hasty. In his early school years at Fort 
Concho, he remembers the fun the kids had riding 
donkeys to school in the spring. And one Halloween 
he and some other boys managed to get an old man’s 
horse and wagon atop the tin roof of one of the rock 
buildings at Fort Concho. He helped with irrigation 
of the farm of his grandfather, Jesse Hasty, in the 
summer. Once when the river was almost dry, he 
and friends gathered bushels of mussel shells from 
the river bed, but they never found one pear] for all 
their efforts. Cecil was a very good mechanic and 
had his own car repair business for many years. In 
later years, he worked for K-C Sales, retiring in 1975. 
He enjoys working in his garden, raising chickens 
and turkeys, and watching wrestling and other sports 
on TV. 

Nora D. was born April 18, 1912, in the China 
Creek community, San Saba County, Texas, daughter 
of John Thomas and Addie (Joiner) Hunt. She started 
school when her family was homesteading near 
Castleford, Idaho. Snow was often so deep that her 
brothers could only find their way to school and back 
by following the fence lines. She cried because the 
snow was up to her neck and was allowed to stay 
home. Her mother’s health forced the family to move 
back to Texas, finally settling in San Angelo in the 
1920s. Nora worked at Woolworth’s for four years. 
Her first paycheck was $8.00 a week and had 
increased to $9.00 a week when she “retired’’ to 
marry in 1932. When her children were almost 
grown, she worked for 16 years at Barnett’s Pie 
Company. Nora’s hobbies are piecing and quilting 
beautiful quilts for her children and grandchildren, 
and fishing. 

The terrible tornado that hit Lake View on May 
11, 1953, completely destroyed their home. Nora, 
her eldest daughter, and two youngest children were 
in the house when the storm hit, but miraculously 
escaped with only scratches and bruises. 

Cecil and Nora celebrated their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary in May of 1982 with a large reception 
given by their children at Fort Concho. 

Their children are: Patsy Lou, married Lee Allen 
Stewart; Charles Thomas “Sonnie,”’ married Marie 
Graves; Joe, married (1) Tommye Jo Lester; Nora 
Lee, married Robert Bane; Nancy Sue “Susie,” 
married Lonnie Bolf; Richard Cecil “Dicky,” married 
Durinda Coburn; Ronny Wayne, married Sarah 
Wood; Jerry Douglas, married Sue Gregory; Priscilla 
Mae “‘Sissie Mae,” married James Singleton; Larry 
Ray, married Sherry Woodfin; Michael Sydney 
“Mike,” married Jo Alice Dale; Johnny; and Peggy 
Vilula. They have 26 grandchildren and 12 great- 
grandchildren. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


HASTY, CHARLES B. 


Charles B. “Charley’’ Hasty was born November 
11, 1886 in Appanoose County, Iowa, son of Jesse 
and Almina (McElderry) Hasty. He married January 
3, 1909, Emma Jane Goodrum in San Angelo. Emma 
Jane was born September 26, 1893 in Houston 
County, Texas, daughter of Benjamin F. and Mary 
(Robinson) Goodrum and great-grandaughter of 
Barton Clark who came to Texas in 1835. 

Charley and his brother, Jim, broke “broncs” on 
ranches in Old Mexico for spending money when 
they were teen-agers. They met and became good 
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harley and Emma Hasty in 1925 


friends of a young man who later became Pancho 
Villa. 

When Charley’s family moved to Tom Green 
County in 1902, he helped his father set up irrigation 
systems. He worked for several years as a mechanic 
in the roundhouse of the railroad until the last big 
railroad strike in about 1918. After that, he farmed 
until 1927 when he and a brother-in-law decided to 
move their families to California. After one year, 
Charley moved his family back to San Angelo. Being 
a good mechanic, he started his own automotive 
repair business; and he was in the business until he 
retired. 

An older brother, O.K. Goodrum, brought Emma 
and her younger sister, Dixie, to San Angelo in 1905 
by train to live with their older sisters, Devilla (Mrs. 
Joe) Lynn and Linnie (Mrs. Jim) Hasty, after their 
parents both died. Emma, called “Mahasty” by her 
grandchildren, was an immaculate housekeeper and 
loved to visit with her sisters. In later years, the 
highlight of her day was when one of her children 
would stop by her house for coffee. 

Charley died in 1958. Emma Jane died in 1979. 
Both died in San Angelo and are buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

Their children: Cecil Richard, married Nora Hunt; 
Jesse “Tom,” married Lois “Peggy” Miller; Edith, 
married J.B. Hunt; Charles B. Jr., “Buddie”’ married 
Marguerite Bolen; Frances Irene, married (1) John 
Coon (died in World War ID); (2) A.A. Baugh. 

by Edith Hunt 


HASTY, JESSE 


Jesse Hasty was born October 8, 1862, in 
Appanoose County, lowa, where he married Almina 
McElderry on February 10, 1881. Born in September 
of 1864, she was the daughter of James Allen and 
Catherine (Lutz) McElderry of Appanoose County. 

In 1895, Jesse moved his family to a ranch near 
Casa Grandes, Chihuahua, Mexico, to set up 
irrigation systems. On the trip, the family had three 
wagons, a herd of registered cattle, and a herd of 
horses. At night they set up tents for the family 
members. They passed through the northern part of 
Tom Green County on the journey that “took a long 
time,” according to a son! 

In 1900, worried over bandit depredations and his 
two oldest sons’ sympathy for Pancho Villa, Jesse 
loaded what belongings his family could get on one 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Hasty 


wagon and left for Texas. They tried irrigation near 
Toyahvale before finally moving to Tom Green 
County. In 1903 Jesse put 40 acres under irrigation 
on the J. Willis Johnson farm east of the city. The 
first year he raised 45 bales of cotton and did much 
thereby to stimulate the progress of irrigation in the 
county. Subsequently, he with his sons developed 
several other irrigated farms and owned considerable 
land nearby. Dressed in a black suit, he drove his 
buggy around supervising farm activities daily. He 
was one of the first in the county to buy a tractor, 
but had trouble finding a competent driver. He finally 
used it as a motor for his rrigation system. 

Jesse loved good guns and was an excellent 
marksman. He also loved his wife dearly, bringing 
her coffee in bed every morning. 

Nicknamed “Allie” by her husband, Almina’s 
family were members of the Church of the Brethren 
in Iowa; her grandfather, Peter Lutz, was a preacher. 
She stayed in close touch with her family by mail, 
as did many other pioneer women whose lives carried 
them far from home and loved ones. She was tall 
with long, dark hair that fell in waves when she 
combed it out. 

Jesse died in 1929 and Almina in 1930 in San 
Angelo. They are buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Children were: Burr, died young; James “Jim,” 
married Linnie Goodrum; Charles, married (1) 
Emma Jane Goodrum, (2) Ethel Riker; Levi “Lee,” 
married Erma Shafer; Alta, married (2) Roy Scott; 
Belle, died at 16; John, married Elizabeth Bolin; 
Richard, died young; Creed, married Corrine Hays; 
Joe Bailey, married (1) Ada Boyd; Lewis Weldon 
“Bill,” married Julia Grabner. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


HAYLEY, ALBION ROBERT 


Albion Robert Hayley, early Childress Ranch 
cowboy, came with his parents, H.H.H. Hayley and 
Elizabeth Jane Bailey, from Mississippi to Coleman 
in 1887 and on to Coke in 1889. Many years he 
worked on Childress and Harris Ranches from the 
Concho at Christoval, to the Pecos, to the Colorado. 


Albion and Leila Hayley 


He rode in roundups, rode fence line and the range, 
broke and shod horses, branded cattle and sometimes 
cooked. In May, 1898, in a letter date-lined Childress 
Ranch, Christoval, my father wrote his brother, “I 
probably won’t have any girl to go see this winter 
for there isn’t one within ten miles. Walter and I 
subscribed to some papers so we could get the news.” 

My father rode horseback sixty miles to catch the 
train to Ballinger to attend Larkin Hayley and Ethel 
Pearce’s wedding. He gave them $10. His expenses 
and the gift equalled more than a month’s wages! 

He and Larkin owned a few head of cattle. Albion 
wrote Larkin, “Please look about our cows so next 
year we’ll have some calves. They won’t do any good 
unless they are seen about.” 

In 1905, A.R. Hayley and Leila Bell Taylor, 
daughter of Rev. James Pendleton Taylor and wife, 
Mildred Evelyn Bunch, of Kentucky, were married. 
To them were born Mildred (Mrs. R.C. Lasswell), 
Helen (Mrs. H.M. Kirkland), Irma (Mrs. C.M. 
McCutchen), and Vivian (Mrs. R.W. Fields). Later 
Mr. Hayley bought the H.H.H. Hayley place Hayrick 
and was steward in the Methodist Church, trustee of 
the school, and helped hold elections. 

Our father was a prankster but on the other hand, 
serious and high-principled. We thought he could 


Albion Hayley Family 
Front row: Albion and Leila Hayley. Second row: 
Calvin and Irma McCutchen, Vivian Hayley, Mildred 
Lasswell, Helen Hayley and Lum Lasswell 


do anything. We knew he could accurately foretell 
weather and outcome of elections. He was as good 
as a nurse or doctor with the sick - saved my mother’s 
life when she was rattlesnake-bit. In every circum- 
stance, he knew what to do. Instead of getting scared, 
he’d figure what action was called for. Droughts, 
hail, expenses incurred with the illness of his wife, 
were circumstance hindering his prosperity, but all 
his daughters and his wife thought him the most 
admirable of the men. No man better. 

Papa would read Wild West magazines and laugh 
like they were comedies. He hadn’t seen that many 
gunmen on the Pecos. To him, the danger had been 
stampede, when a large herd had to be kept circling 
in a night thunderstorm — blue lightning streaking 
the sky and balls of phosphorous rolling along the 
horns of the cattle, and like fire, jumping from horn 
to horn. 

In San Angelo or Tom Green are these 
descendants: Bob Lasswell, executive at Ethicon; 
Linda Simpson, teacher of business at Lake View, 
whose husband, Robert Simpson, is an executive at 
General Telephone, and their daughters, Stacy 
Simpson and Lita Davis, supervisor at Ethicon, 
husband, produce manager at Furr’s, and their 
children, Brandon and Jennifer; Jettie Lou McKnight 
at General Telephone, husband Glenn McKnight, 
meat cutter at Furr’s and their daughter Susan; Vivian 
Fields, artist; John Hayley Fields, owner, Three 
Rivers Air Conditioning for twenty years, with his 
wife, Mary Ann; Martin Lee, from Bronte, grandson- 
in-law, broker, office in San Angelo. 

by Mrs. R.W. Fields 


HAYLEY, HOLIDAY HENRY 
HYDE 


tS ie 
Holiday Henry Hyde Hayley 
H.H.H. Hayley was born in Marshall County, 
Mississippi, the first of five sons and four daughters 
born to William Jacob Hayley and his wife, Genevia 
Ann Perry. He wanted to be a doctor, but his father 
went to war and soon after his fifteenth birthday, 
Holiday, too, volunteered to fight for the 
Confederacy. He had never been away from his 
mother, but he was to see many battles, many dead 
and dying, and other heart-rending scenes. Killed 
were many of his boyhood friends and a beloved 
uncle, Major Bob Perry. He got only a flesh wound. 


At the end of the war, he was in rags and the 
Confederates had been receiving only dry corn for 
rations. 


Eliza Jane Bailey (Mrs. H. H. Hayley) 


He went to school for a year or two but fell in 
love with Eliza Jane Bailey and they were married. 
At fifteen, he had been in love with a lovely girl 
named Florence who had died; so when his first 
daughter was born, Grandpa wanted to name her 
Florence. Grandma said, “I don’t hold with naming 
our own after people not of our blood.” So they 
named her Genevia Ann. Grandpa prospered, bought 
a little farm, built a house. But after four years, he 
made a bad trade and lost it all. 

They came to Coke County in 1889, in time to 
help organize the county from Tom Green. Holiday 
was interested in politics, a great speechmaker. 
Confederate Old Soldier’s Reunions were most 
popular. He never missed one. H.H.H. was called 
Col. Hayley, Hubert Hayley, his first grandson said, 
“Many wise and intelligent people would come to 
granddad for advice and would heed what he said. I 
never knew why, since by station in life nor by 
education was he really qualified.” A partial list of 
things he did well: carpenter, surveyor, sorghum 
maker, basket maker (from chinaberry bark), picture 
framer, axe handle maker, speaker, photographer, 
peddler, optometrist (a successful one, if satisfied 
customers over West Texas were the gauge). He 
could do anything with his hands that he saw anyone 
else do. He was a giant in strength; though 180 
pounds, no man could handle him. But the sorrow 
of his life was that for twenty years, he was an 
alcoholic. He said of his wife, “She held onto me 
with one hand and to God with the other.” He always 
had company at his table; he was a Methodist, 
vitally interested in politics and government. Some 
years after his death, my father said, “I love him and 
remember him as though it were yesterday, and shall 
‘til the day I die.”’ H.H.H. Hayley died in 1926. He 
and his wife, Eliza Jane Bailey (native, Macon, 
Georgia) are buried in Clyde, Texas. 

by Mrs. R.W. Fields 


HAYLEY, WILLIAM JACOB 


William Jacob Hayley was born in 1826 in North 
Carolina, son of James Henry and Mary Ann 
Mooring. His Hayley line back to 1719 in Virginia 
went back through Richard Hyde, Henry, James, 
and James Hayley. He was a farmer and gin owner. 
My grandfather, H.H.H. Hayley, said, “The Hayleys 


William Jack and Genevia Ann Hayley 


ran more to books. My mother’s folks, the Rix Perrys, 
ran more to trade and business.” 

Jacob fought through the Civil War, but afterward 
neither he nor his wife, Genevia Ann Perry, could 
ever get used to the change in their way of living. 
He had to sell his land; rented a large farm in 
Mississippi and hired Negroes to work it, but the 
price of cotton went to nothing and the government 
put on a 3¢ tax. He went broke, “having no place 
nor bread for his large family.” 

In 1887 he came with his wife and H.H.H.’s family 
to Itasca where his son Robert had a two-story house 
— two rooms. Five lived upstairs and they had an 
outside ladder for a stairway and did their cooking 
downstairs for one year! In 1888, they built a cabin 
in Coleman County, but came on west in time to 
help organize Coke. He built a two-room cabin, 
floored, with hall, in Robert Lee, had some livestock, 
his brand Hala on the left side with ear markings. 
Later, he ran a confectionery store. 

Their children were: Holiday, Robert Janadious, 
Bill, Laura, Judson Ann, Jacob, Larkin, Genevia Ann 
and Martha Helen (Pat). 

When Jacob and Holiday had been in the war, there 
was no anesthetic, and they saw men who had only 
whiskey and a rag to chew on submit to surgery 
where an arm or leg was sawed off. At Robert Lee, 
Jacob developed a malignancy on his hand, and after 
much suffering had Dr. Macgruder come to his home 
in Robert Lee and his hand was sawed off (without 
anesthetic) below the elbow. He suffered the 
operation stoically. He recovered but died many years 
later, in 1898, and is buried in Robert Lee. Genevia 
Ann died in Dawson County in 1910. Her grandson, 
Albion Hayley, brought her body back to Robert Lee, 
traveling two days and two nights. She is buried 
beside her husband. 

Jacob’s log cabin had a brush arbor porch, in 
summer. His wife had kept everything shining, . . . 
prepared and cooked meals with such taste that those 
who shared her table never forgot it. She was kind 
and generous to everyone, but never at any time 
forgot the blood of the aristocracy of the Old South 
coursed through her veins.” 

Holiday called his father “the old man,” Bill called 
him “Papa,” and Bob called him “Palaver.” 

by Mrs. R.W. Fields 


HAYNES, SAMUEL L. 


Samuel Leseur Haynes (1880-1966) was born 
December 4, 1880 in Bell County, Texas, to William 
Parmenas Haynes, a Civil War veteran who fought 
for the north, and his second wife, Sarah “Sally” 
Elizabeth Gould. Leaving the Bell County farm in 
the early 1900s, he came to San Angelo where his 
first wife, Ada Jones, died of typhoid fever at age 25 
in 1909, leaving him with two children, Gladys Irene 
and William Clyde. In March 1912, he married the 
former Laura DeLossie Stroud (1877-1960) of Llano 
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County, Texas. The couple had four additional 
children: Justus Stroud (b. 1913), Sam Reagan (b. 
1915), and twin daughters, Reva Mae and Veva Rae 
(b. 1916). 

In 1912, Sam Haynes joined the San Angelo Police 
Department, where he was the entire patrol force on 
the “night side,” the entire department at the time 
being composed of the chief and one other patrolman 
during daylight hours and Sam at night. Equipment 
consisted of a badge, a revolver, and a lot of nerve — 
no uniform. The police station and jail were housed 
in an old building on Irving Street which, in 1950, 
was the Labor Temple. In Sam’s words: 

“Only real trouble we had then was cowboys 
comin’ in drunk on Saturday night after bein’ at work 
for two or three weeks. We just threw ’em in jail and 
let ‘em sober up, then sent ’em back to the ranch. 
Never did fine ’em anything. One thing for sure, we 
never did have any traffic troubles.” 

It is said by those who still remember East Concho 
Avenue before 1920 that if you were going to raise a 
ruckus, it would be far better to do it during daylight 
hours than to run across Sam Haynes at night. 

Sam Haynes served as patrolman, assistant city 
detective, deputy police chief, police chief in 1926- 
1927 and again between 1930-1936, Tom Green 
County deputy sheriff, and city marshal. He retired 
in 1950 under the new policemen’s - firemen’s civil 
service law, having devoted over 37 years to his 
beloved community and its citizens. His retirement 
was mandated by his age — 70. 

Sam Haynes died on September 6, 1966. He is 
buried beside his wife, Laura, who preceded him in 
death, in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by J.A. Jaquier 


HEINZE, EDWIN 


Edwin William Heinze was born January 16, 1906, 
in Tom Green County, 6.5 miles west of Miles. Edwin 
married Molly Barrett February 22, 1930. They were 
married in the Baptist Church Parsonage in Ballinger, 
Texas, by the Rev. J.H. McClain. Molly was born 
April 21, 1910 at Belton. 

Edwin’s parents were the late Albert (1872-1959) 
and Emma (deceased 1907) Hammann Heinze. 
Albert was born in Anhalt Dessau, Germany. He 
came to America in 1882 and lived in Manor and 
Coupland, Texas. Albert and Emma were married in 
1897 at Manor in Travis County. They moved to Tom 
Green County in 1901. They had four children. They 
are Dora Heinze Wilson (deceased), Willie Heinze 
(deceased), Edwin Heinze and Amanda Heinze Smith 
(deceased). The grandchildren are Lorene Wilson 
Coleman, Albert and Floyd Heinze. 

Molly’s parents were the late Robert B. (1884- 
1941) and Ola Pearl Wolley (1888-1974) Barrett. 
Robert and Ola were born at Prairiedell, Texas. They 
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married in 1907. Their seven children are Hubert 
Lee Barrett (deceased), Gladys Barrett Thornton, 
Molly Barrett Heinze, Avis Barrett Craig, Wilbur 
Barrett (deceased), Curtis Barrett (deceased) and 
Robert Browning Barrett. 

Edwin and Molly have lived most of their life in 
Tom Green County. They stock-farmed in the 
Rowena and Miles area a number of years. They have 
lived in San Angelo the past 40 years. 

Edwin was employed in the Automotive Depart- 
ment of Montgomery Ward and Company for 26 
years. He retired in 1972. Molly was employed by 
Woolworth and Hemphill-Wells. She retired from 
Hemphill-Wells in 1974 after being employed there 
for 20 years. They are members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. They enjoy visiting with friends and rela- 
tives. They have fond memories of fishing trips 
they’ ve had in the past. 

by Gladys Heinze 


HEINZE, HERMAN 


The Herman Heinz Family 
Left to right, Milton, Leona, Herman, Robert, Lena 
and Louis 


Herman Albert Heinze, the second oldest child in 
a family of eight children, was born July 31, 1900, 
near Coupland, Texas in Williamson County. On June 
1, 1922, he married Lena Emilie Gallas. Lena, the 
second oldest child in a family of five children, was 
born January 3, 1901, near Taylor, Texas in 
Williamson County. 

Herman’s parents were Edward and Hulda Heinze. 
Edward (1874-1953) was born in Anhalt Dessau, 
Germany and Hulda (1878-1970) was born in 
Smoland, Sweden. They migrated to America and 
settled in Williamson County, Texas. They married 
in 1896 and came to West Texas in 1901 to farm in 
the Klattenhoff community and later in the Miles 
area. 

Lena’s parents were Fritz and Laura Gallas. Fritz 
(1874-1945) and Laura (1875-1965) were born in 
Texas and lived in Williamson County. They married 
in 1898 and came to West Texas in 1901 to farm in 
the Miles area. Both Herman’s and Lena’s parents 
were charter members of the Miles Lutheran Church. 

Herman and Lena have four children. Milton, born 
September 9, 1923, married Gladys Eckert March 
29, 1946. He is farming and ranching in the Miles 
area. Leona, born January 14, 1925, married Carl 
Dennis March 19, 1955 and is currently living in 
San Angelo. She pursued a career in the nursing 
profession. Robert, born July 25, 1928, married 
Sherlene Story April 25,1953. He is a building 
architect in San Angelo with interests in farming and 
ranching in the Miles area. Louis, born September 
29, 1936, married Barbara Coffee August 9, 1963. 
He is a building contractor and lives in Arlington, 
Texas. Herman and Lena have eight grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren. 


Herman and Lena (Gallas) Heinze, Wedding Picture, 
June 1, 1922 - 65 years 


Herman and Lena have lived on the same farm 
six miles west of Miles in the Klattenhoff community 
their entire married life. They are active lifelong 
members of the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Miles. Herman was a church council member for 
thirty years and served as chairman of the building 
committee for the new church in 1949. Lena is a 
member of the Women of the Church. Herman served 
the local chapter 106 in the Germania Farm Mutual 
Insurance Association for forty-seven years. He was 
the election judge for Precinct 31 in Tom Green 
County, a director for the Miles Cemetery 
Association for many years, and also trustee for the 
Klattenhoff school. 

The entire family always enjoyed going fishing 
and camping out on the rivers. The favorite pastime 
was playing dominoes at family gatherings and 
community functions. All of the Herman Heinze 
descendants live in Texas. 

by Leona Heinze Dennis 


HEINZE, MILTON 


Milton Heinze Family 
L to R - Brent, Marilyn, Gladys, Milton, Mark, 
Leonard 


Milton Heinze and Gladys Eckert were married 
March 29, 1946 in Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in 
Olympia, Washington. 

Milton, son of Herman and Lena Heinze, has lived 
in Tom Green County most of his life. He and Gladys 
live in the far northeast corner of the county on their 


stock farm. Milton attended Klattenhoff School and 
later graduated from Miles High School. He attended 
Texas A&M College. He was in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. Milton was active in the Tom Green 
County 4-H Club. In 1941, he was winner of the 
Santa Fe Award and attended National Congress in 
Chicago, Illinois. He received Adult Leadership 
Award from the Runnels County 4-H Club. In 1967, 
he was Soil Conservationist of the Year in Runnels 
County. In 1979, he was Honorary Farmer of the 
Miles FFA. He was Outstanding Conservation 
Farmer of Tom Green County in 1982. He has 
served on the Miles School Board, president of the 
Runnels County Pork Association, served many 
years as church council of Trinity Lutheran Church. 
He is director of the Federal Land Bank of San 
Angelo, the Miles Co-Op Gin and the Miles 
Cemetery Association. 

Gladys was born January 12, 1928 to Charles 
(1886-1974) and Ida (1891-1974) Watkins Eckert. 
They were from ranch families in Mason County. 
They married December 19, 1917. Roy, Martin, and 
Violet were born in Mason. Clarence, Gladys, and 
Ruth were born in Martin County in Courtney 
community, near Stanton. They later lived in 
Ballinger and Miles. Gladys graduated from Miles 
High School and was employed by her father. Roy 
was in the 36th Division during World War II and 
was killed in Italy. Her parents and Roy are buried 
in the Miles Cemetery. 

Milton and Gladys have four children. Leonard, 
born April 3, 1947, is a graduate of Texas A&M 
University with degrees in Building Construction and 
Design in Architecture. He is a Licensed Architect. 
He and Nancy (Lyons) and their children, Kathleen 
and Kevin, live in Arlington. 

Marilyn Heinze Ramsey, born December 21, 
1948, has a degree in Elementary Education from 
ASU. Marilyn and Richard and their daughter, 
Allison, live in Eden, where Marilyn has taught many 
years. 

Mark, born October 7, 1951, is a graduate of Texas 
A&M University in Veterinary Medicine. He and 
Renae (Pruitt) and children, Matthew and Julie, live 
six miles northwest of Miles. Mark is assistant 
cashier and director of the Miles Citizen State Bank. 

Brent, born September 12, 1957, has a degree in 
Animal Science with an Agri-Business Option from 
ASU. Brent and She’re (Pope) and their daughter, 
Evan, live on their stock farm 8 miles northwest of 
Miles. 

by Gladys Eckert Heinze 


HELWEG, JULIUS H. 


Julius Heinrich Helweg was born March 28, 1861 
in Industry, Austin County, Texas. His parents were 
Carl Johan Helweg, Sr. and Sophie Kersting Helweg 
who, along with many other German immigrants, 
came to Texas in 1853. Carl was from Detmold, 
Lippe, Germany and Sophie from Hagen, 
Westphalia, Germany. 

Julius and Pauline Hartman (born January 10, 
1863) were married in Industry on January 5, 1885. 
They moved by train in 1903 to Tom Green County 
with their five children. The children were: Bertram 
Henry Helweg who married Hedwig Weiss, Louise 
Johanna Helweg who married Henry Schroeder, 
Julius August Helweg who married Leona Dunn, 
Marcus Bernhard Helweg who married Annie 
Jeschke and Olga Ida Helweg who married 
Alexander Jeschke. 
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Julius H. Helweg Family, 1904 
Right to Left, Mrs. J. H. Helweg (Pauline), Mr. J. H. Helweg (Julius H.), Bertram Helweg, Louise Helweg, 
Olga Helweg, Julius Helweg, and Marcus Helweg 


Julius and his brother Charles (Carl) Helweg 
purchased land together north of the Concho River 
due west of Lowake near Miles, drawing straws, 
dividing the land east and west. 

Later, in 1919, Julius bought the old Cox ranch 
on the Concho River between Miles and Mereta. It 
consisted of 1,200 acres of pasture and river bottom 
farm land. The family irrigated extensively, using 
large steam engines for power. Three dams were built 
on the river to impound the water. They principally 
raised cotton, grain and cattle. The land was 
eventually divided into five farms among the five 
children and their families. 

Julius and Pauline were affectionately known as 
“Opa” and “Oma” to the grandchildren and others. 
They were members of the Miles Lutheran Church. 
Julius was a member of the Sons of Hermann Lodge. 
A lodge hall was built west of Lowake called Helweg 
Hall after the Helweg families. It was used for 
meetings, picnic dinners, rifle shooting matches and 
dances. Many enjoyable Sunday afternoons were 
spent there. 

Julius donated land on the west side of the property 
for the Mt. Blay School which operated from the 
1920s to 1940. All of the grandchildren attended it. 

Julius died July 26, 1944 and Pauline on June 20, 
1949. Both are buried in the Miles Cemetery. Olga 
Jeschke is the only remaining member of the 
immediate family, but there are 43 descendants, most 
still living in West Texas. 

Each year at Christmas they gather for a “Cousins 
Reunion” at the Bill Helweg home. They visit and 
share fond memories for they are proud of their 
heritage and the courage and foresight that brought 
their ancestors to the United States and Texas and 
Tom Green County. 

by Bill Helweg 


HEMBREE, W.S. (BILL) SR. 
AND LoRENE (NICHOLS) 


W.S. (Bill) Hembree, Sr., was born in Paradise, 
Texas, in 1904. He completed 60 years in the shoe 
business, both retail and wholesale. 


ss 


W. S. “Bill” Hembree, Sr. and LoRene 


In 1940, Bill married LoRene Nichols, and they 
are currently celebrating 48 years of marriage. To 
this union, W.S. Hembree, Jr., was born in 1943, and 
a daughter, Elaine (Hembree) Rohr, was born in 
1945. She presently resides in South Pasadena, 
California. Bill and LoRene are now taking it easy, 
with an occasional tour and visiting their four 
grandchildren. 

Bill started in the shoe business in 1922 at Jacobs 
Dry Goods, Plainview, Texas. After several changes 
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of jobs at Memphis and Midland, Texas, he joined 
Peters Shoe Company in 1936, traveling West Texas. 

He began in San Angelo in 1938, with a leased 
department in Tommy Quick Men’s Store downtown 
on West Beauregard. In 1943, he joined C.C. Jones 
and E.B. Kimberlin in J&K Shoe Stores, Inc., in Big 
Spring, Texas. That lasted until the late *50s, at which 
time the stores were wholly owned by W.S. Hembree, 
Sr., including stores in Big Spring, Brady, downtown 
San Angelo, and one of the first stores to open in the 
Village Shopping Center on West Beauregard. W.S. 
Hembree, Jr., took the stores over in the mid ’70s, 
closed them out in the early ’80s, and currently 
travels the Southwest with imports from the “Chinese 
Laundry.” 

The Village Shopping Center was developed by 
Ted Brown, with the first merchants including 
Safeway, Syl’s Bakery, a barbershop, J&K Shoes, a 
camera shop, Jack & Jill store, and Bauer-McCann 
Ladies Wear. Bill Hembree served as mayor of the 
merchants council during the mid to late ’50’s. J&K 
was one of the sponsors of the Miss Wool of Texas 
pageant. 

by W.S. (Bill) Hembree, Sr. 


HEMPHILL, GEORGE 
EMMETT 


Hemphill Family 
Back row: Ray, Vera (Luther). Front row: Mr. George 
E. Hemphill, Mary Elizabeth (Edwards), Mrs. Lou 
Ella (DeWitt) Hemphill 


George Emmett Hemphill, son of John Calvin 
Hemphill, originally from Sedalia, Missouri, came 
with his wife, Lou Ella (DeWitt), to Cook County, 
Texas, in 1893. Lou Ella had been a teacher at Maple 
Grove school in Humbolt, Allen County, Kansas. 
They lived several years in or near Gainesville, 
Texas, where they had three children: Vera M., 
October 1894; Ray E., January 1898; and Mary 
Elizabeth, August 1899. They moved to Tom Green 
County in 1901 and bought land, Sections 133 and 
156, about three miles south of Wall. They came 
looking for a more suitable climate for Lou Ella, who 
was troubled with a serious case of asthma. Soon 
after their arrival, a second son, their fourth child, 
John Calvin, was born in October 1901. He died in 
February of 1902. 
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This new land was experiencing a terrible drought, 
and many cattle died of starvation, including Mr. 
Hemphill’s. With great determination and sacrifice, 
they hung on and succeeded in a profitable farming- 
ranching operation. The rains finally came, 
replenished the pastures and farmland, and renewed 
the spirits of the landowners. Mr. Hemphill, who was 
often asked if he knew when it would rain, answered, 
“Yes, at the end of this dry spell.” He had learned 
from hard experience to cope with the problems of 
nature. 


le See 
Hemphill Home, built ca. 1910 at East 29th Street, 
San Angelo, Texas 


The Hemphill children attended Lipan School. 
About 1910, Mr. Hemphill built a two-story house 
on East 29th Street and moved to town so his children 
could complete their education. 

It was at this time that their daughter, Vera, met 
Clarence Luther, who also lived on East 29th Street. 
They attended school together, dated frequently, and 
attended San Angelo Business College, owned by 
Mrs. W.W. Carson. They were married on June 25, 
1912, by W.M. Davis, minister of the Church of 
Christ, while seated in a buggy on West College 
Avenue in front of the Mitchell home. In 1913, Vera 
and Clarence Luther came from Barnhart so their 
first child, Hazel Pauline, could be born at the 
Hemphill home on East 29th Street. This home was 
later destroyed by fire. 

Ray E. Hemphill married Mabel Averitt in San 
Angelo. 

Mary Elizabeth Hemphill married John Edwards, 
a Wall resident. “Lizzie” and John continued working 
the Hemphill stock-farm until 1952 when they 
moved to San Angelo. Two of their five sons, Horace 
and Gene Edwards, along with their wives, Dorothy 
and Bernice, have never left Tom Green County, and 
all of them still farm and ranch. 

In May, 1923, Lou Ella Hemphill departed this 
life. After her passing, George Hemphill engaged in 
ranching for a number of years with his son, Ray, 
near Big Lake in Reagan County. He expended much 
of his time pulling bitterweed and hunting jack 
rabbits, feeding the rabbits to a stock of growing 
catfish in a water tank at headquarters, and visiting 
other relatives and friends. 

In April 1943, while visiting his daughter, he 
became ill and passed away. He lies on the Hemphill 
lot in Fairmount Cemetery along with his wife, Lou 
Ella, and their son, John Calvin. 

by C.W. Barbee 


HEMPHILL, JOHN BAKER 


. John B. Hemphill 


On May 19, 1897, John Baker Hemphill was born 
to William Marcus and Amanda Adaline Hemphill 
in Weatherford, Texas. He was named for his father’s 
partner in the general merchandise business, John 
Baker. 

When this partnership established Baker-Hemphill 
Company in San Angelo in 1909, the Hemphill 
family moved to San Angelo. 

John attended the San Angelo schools. He 
completed his education at Kentucky Military 
Institute and the University of Texas. While in San 
Angelo and KMI, he played football. He remained 
an inordinate sports fan and backer of the San Angelo 
Bobcat teams. He not only attended every ball game, 
but was often seen on the sidelines during practice 
sessions. 

In June of 1917, he was married to Ethel Clayton, 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Augustus Warren Clayton. 
The Hemphills had two sons: William Augustus, born 
in 1921 and Warren Clayton, born in 1934. 

A year after his marriage, John Hemphill joined 
the Army as a Field Artillery second lieutenant. He 
remained in the Officer Reserve Corps and received 
a commission of Captain. 

After the war, he became associated with his father 
in the Hemphill department stores in West Texas. 

He became manager of the wholesale department 
of Baker-Hemphill Company, as well as a director 
and vice president. Later, when the wholesale 
business was closed, he became manager of the 
men’s department. He remained in this position until 
the consolidation of Baker-Hemphill Company and 
Hemphill-Wells Company. He remained a 
stockholder and director. 

Hemphill ranched with his father in Irion County. 

At age 42, John Hemphill succumbed to a 
streptococci infection. 

Blondy Cross, San Angelo Morning Times sports 
columnist, wrote: “San Angelo and the territory lose 
another good citizen and worthy sportsman.” 

by Sarah Yaggy Otto 


HEMPHILL, RAY AND 
MABLE LOUELLA 
(AVERITT) 


Ray E. and Mable Louella (Averitt) Hemphill, June 
19, 1920 


Ray Emmitt Hemphill was born January 31, 1898, 
in Gainesville, Texas. In 1901, Ray and his two sisters 
moved with their parents, George and Louella 
(DeWitt) Hemphill to Tom Green County. They lived 
at Fort Concho in Building #2 for two years while 
their ranch home was being built. It was located four 
miles south of Wall, between Susan Peak and Wall. 
It was south of Lipan School, and this was where 
the three Hemphill children, Vera, Lizzie and Ray 
were educated in their early years. 


George E. Hemphill Ranch home built in 1903, 4 
miles south of Wall, Texas. 


The Hemphill children loved to ride over to the 
Fort McKavett Road, now the Susan Peak Road, to 
see Seaton Keith drive by in his new ‘buggy-mobile,’ 
one of the first automobiles in that area. These noisy 
contraptions were ‘frightening’ to their horses but 
they could manage to hold them. 

Ray and Mable Louella Averitt of Wall were 
married June 19, 1920. She was the daughter of 
Thomas Tyre Averitt, an early settler of Wall. Ray 
and Mable ranched in the Wall area until about 1930, 
when they moved to a ranch near Big Lake, Texas. 
Around 1940 they moved to Hamilton County. 
Between 1945 and 1950, the family lived in San 
Angelo, first on Chestnut Street and then Childress. 

Their daughter, Mary Beth, and son, Thomas 
Edwin, went to school in San Angelo during this 
time. Their daughter Dorothy Lou, married Dot R. 
Searcy of Oglesby, Texas, on October 3, 1946. She 
worked for West Texas Utilities in San Angelo for 


several years while her husband helped Ray run the 
ranches in Hamilton County and Hudspeth County. 

Mary Beth graduated from San Angelo High 
School in 1950 and later received degrees in 
education from Abilene Christian University and 
Central Michigan University. She married Albert O. 
Starr of Hadley, Michigan, on June 3, 1956. They 
reside in Midland, Michigan. 

Thomas Edwin finished school in Hamilton, 
Texas, in 1955 and received a degree in Agronomy 
from Texas A&M. He married Sally Kay Maxwell 
of Hamilton, Texas, on August 11, 1974. They now 
live in Virginia Beach, Virginia. They have a son, 
Thomas Edwin Hemphill, Jr., born April 5, 1976. 

Ray E. Hemphill was involved in ranching over a 
wide area of West Texas, including the counties of 
Tom Green, Reagan, Upton, Hamilton, and 
Hudspeth. He was one of the three principals in 
purchasing land in West Texas, involving 150 
sections south of Sierra Blanca. In recent years, the 
family learned from a display at the Fort Davis 
Museum that the last Indian battle in the U.S. took 
place on this land including the Quitman Mountains 
and Devils Ridge. Ray kept his part of the ranch for 
several years before selling it due to declining health. 

Ray died in Goldthwaite, Texas on December 25, 
1978, and is buried at Belvedere Cemetery in San 
Angelo alongside his wife, Mable, who died 
December 31, 1984. Their son, Raiford Emmett, who 
died when he was 11 years old, on April 3, 1937, is 
buried in the family plot. 

by C.W. Barbee 


HEMPHILL, WILLIAM 
MARCUS 


In 1866, William Marcus Hemphill, the youngest 
of eight children, was born to Marcus Lafayette and 
Mary Rogers Hemphill of Hemphill’s Prairie in 
Bastrop County. The Hemphills had migrated west 
from Milledgeville, Georgia, in 1815. 

Both Lafayette and Mary died in 1872 when 
William was six. The child went to live with his 
oldest sister, Anne Hemphill Granberry in Austin. 

He attended Austin public schools, then entered 
Add Ran College at Thorp Springs, now Texas 
Christian University in Fort Worth, graduating in 
1887. 


During the summers of his college years, William 
worked as a cowboy and assisted in herding cattle 
from Travis County to the Old Coleman and Raney 
Ranch near Fort Terrett in Sutton County. He worked 
roundups and cattle drives, from the Concho River 
to the Rio Grande. 

In college, William met Amanda Adaline (Addie) 
Caruthers, the daughter of John Houston Caruthers, 
one of Texas’ early pioneers. In September 1887, the 
couple married and Hemphill took his bride to West 
Texas and worked for a year with F. Mayer and Sons 
Mercantile Store. 

The Hemphills moved to Weatherford in 1889 
where William was employed by J.D. Baker, who 
founded a series of stores. In a few years, Hemphill 
became a partner. 

In 1909, the firm bought L. Schwartz and 
Company Mercantile in San Angelo. Baker-Hemphill 
Company was formed at the corner of Beauregard 
and Chadbourne Streets. William Hemphill came 
with his family as president of the new dry goods 
store. 

As West Texas grew, so did the mercantile firm. 
In 1918, Hemphill-Fain Company was organized in 
Brownwood with Hemphill as president and Ben 
Fain manager and vice president. 

Hemphill-Price Company opened in Lubbock in 
1922. M.L. Price was manager and vice president. 
William Hemphill was president. Price died in a few 
years. Consequently, Spencer Wells, another 
Weatherford man, became head of the Lubbock store. 
The name changed to Hemphill- Wells. 

Baker-Hemphill Company in San Angelo and 
Hemphill-Wells Company in Lubbock were 
consolidated in 1937, and at that time, Hemphill 
retired from active management, becoming chair- 
man of the board. However, retirement did not mean 
leaving the store. Until his death, he delighted in 
standing at the door welcoming every customer with 
a handshake. 

Hemphill continued throughout his life in the 
ranching business. For a number of years he and 
Emmett Noelke operated the Pulliam Ranch on the 
North Concho. Later he and Leaman Walters 
operated part of the Sugg Ranch near Arden. He 
continued to work this ranch with his sons, John B. 
and William M. Hemphill, Jr. 

Hemphill was a director of Central National Bank 
until 1937. He also served as a director of the 
Shannon Estate board. For fifteen years, he was a 
member of the San Angelo School Board and also 
served on the railroad committee of the Board of 
City Development. He was a deacon at the First 
Christian Church. 

William and Addie Hemphill had four children: 
Olah May Hemphill Ede, born in 1888, Christelle 
Hemphill Yaggy, born in 1891, John Baker Hemphill, 
born in 1897, and William M. Hemphill Jr., born in 
1902. 

The late Blondy Cross, San Angelo Standard 
sports columnist, wrote of Hemphill: “Good natured, 
kindly, self-sacrificing, but a battler for principles, 
this city has no more stalwart pillar.” 

by Sarah Yaggy Otto 


HENDERSON, GENEVIEVE 
ELAINE (BEEDE) 


In 1925-1927, Genevieve helped her husband 
George with his paper “The Geology of Tom Green 
County” (University of Texas Bulletin No. 2807: 
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4 
Genevieve Elaine Beede Henderson, November 1953 


February 15, 1928). She described well samples, 
typed and assisted as needed. 

Genevieve was born January 29, 1901 in 
Effingham, Kansas. Her father was Dr. Joshua 
William Beede. His publications included “The 
Geology of Coke County” in 1921. 

She accompanied Dr. Beede on geologic field trips 
to West Texas, including those for the Coke County 
work. During this period, she attended the University 
of Texas. 

She met and married her geologist husband 
George in 1923 in Bartlesville, Oklahoma where both 
worked for oil companies. The work in Tom Green 
County followed. She, her husband George and Dr. 
J.W. Beede were among the founding members of 
the West Texas Geologist Society (of Midland, today) 
founded in 1927 in San Angelo. 

Her first surviving son (George Grover 
Henderson, Junior) was born in Berrancabermeja on 
the Magdallena River in Colombia, South America, 
on October 31, 1929. It was a primitive town on a 
jungle river. 

She accompanied her husband to Chicago for his 
graduate work at the University of Chicago and to 
Utah and Montana during his work for the United 
States Department of the Interior. 

A second son (Douglas Joshua Henderson) was 
born in San Angelo, April 13, 1933. A daughter 
Elaine Genevieve Henderson was born in Joplin, 
Missouri October 23, 1934. 

Genevieve raised her family in San Angelo, 
intermittently taught school and worked briefly in 
Washington, D.C. for the Department of the Interior 
shortly after WWIL. 

When her husband died in 1971, Genevieve retired 
to the Rio Concho Manor in San Angelo, Texas, 
where she lived among friends until her death April 
13, 1983. 

She is buried beside her husband in Fairmount 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 


by D.J. Henderson 


188 


HENDERSON, GEORGE 
GROVER, SR. 
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George Grover Henderson, Sr., October 1950 


Helped by his wife Genevieve, George Grover 
Henderson did “The Geology of Tom Green County” 
for the state in 1925-1927. San Angelo became their 
permanent home. 

George was born January 30, 1890, in Belle Plain, 
Kansas. His father, Perry Douglas Henderson, drove 
mule team freight wagons between Kansas City and 
Amarillo, then moved to a log cabin farm in 
northwestern Missouri. 

His father had made the second Cherokee Strip 
land rush. When the farm failed to support six 
children, he traded the farm for a covered wagon. In 
1898, they crossed Kansas, wintered in Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma, then settled on a half dugout sand hill 
claim near Oakwood in far western Oklahoma 
Territory. George had Indian playmates while 
Geronimo was alive, played square dance violin, 
went from the eighth grade to university, alternated 
university years with teaching years, and by 1918 at 
age 28, had a University of Oklahoma Master’s 
Degree in Geology. 

A WWI volunteer with six weeks basic training, 
he left New York in March, 1918, with Company E, 
141st Infantry, 36th Division, for the Champagne 
Front: Epernay, Bar-Sur-Aube, Chaumant. In the 
Argonne, George went over the top with his sergeant 
when the dugout’s group refused. He was a sniper, 
promoted to corporal to help train raw recruit 
replacements. Nineteen hospital weeks of pneumonia 
permanently damaged his lungs. He joined Champs 
Elysées Racetrack ground hospital tent casualties 
who could walk to the tent doors and they watched 
the Armistice night fireworks over Paris and cried. 

A 1923 geologist in the oilfields, he met and 
married his wife in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. In 1929, 
in the Colombian South American jungle, his first 
son, George, Jr., was born. 

In the early 1930’s, he completed most of a PhD 
at the University of Chicago, worked for US Interior 
Department in Utah and Montana, added a son 
Douglas and daughter Elaine, raised sheep near 
Sherwood, Texas, taught school, rented apartments 
and worked geologically. 

During the 1940’s, he found a mercury mine in 
Mexico for an American group. 


George Grover Henderson, Jr. and Elaine Genevieve 
Henderson, September 10, 1950 


He died March 13, 1971. Near the end of his life, 
he watched astronauts circle the moon in a space 
ship and whispered, “I don’t believe it. I can’t believe 
it.” His life deserves respect. 

by D.J. Henderson 


HENDERSON, GEORGE, 
DOUGLAS, and ELAINE 
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Left to Right: Douglas Joshua Henderson, Bessie 
Henderson Chain, Elaine Genevieve Henderson, 
George Grover Henderson, Sr., and Frank Chain, 
October 1950 


George Grover Henderson, Senior and Genevieve 
Elaine Beede Henderson had three children: George 
Grover Henderson, Junior, born in Barrancabermeja, 
Colombia, South America, October 31, 1929; 
Douglas Joshua Henderson, born in San Angelo, 
April 13, 1933: and Elaine Genevieve Henderson, 
born in Joplin, Missouri, October 23, 1934. 

All were raised in Sherwood and San Angelo. 

All graduated from Lake View High School. 

All earned degrees at the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

George, Jr. earned a Master’s degree in biology 
(fish). He served on active duty in the U.S. Navy 
during the Korean War, married, has four sons, plus 
grandchildren. He taught school at Carlsbad, 
Sanderson, and Del Rio, and worked as a fish 
biologist for the state in Canyon, San Angelo and 
Del Rio. He presently is semi-retired. 

Douglas earned an honors Bachelor’s degree in pure 
mathematics in 1955; worked as a geophysicist over 


much of the Gulf Coast until 1960; worked 
concession evaluation for Phillips Petroleum 
Company in Algiers, Algeria, during their Revolution 
(1961); and Tripoli, Libya (under King Idris) for 
5 1/2 years (1961-1966); then computer processed 
Phillips’ seismic data for 8 years in Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma (1966-1974); was Chief Geophysicist for 
Terra Resources in Tulsa,(1975-1977); then joined 
Gulf Oil Co. for 2 years in Oklahoma City, (1977- 
1978). For 6 years (1978-1985), he was seconded 
by Gulf Oil to a Venezuelan oil company (S.A. 
Meneven) in San Tome and Caracas, Venzuela as a 
geophysical advisor, then an exploration advisor for 
exploration management, training, mapping and field 
operations. He is semi-retired in San Angelo. 

Elaine married and earned a degree in fine arts, 
taught art at schools in Colorado and Big Spring. 
She raised two daughters and a son and now is 
remarried, living near her children and grandchildren 
in the New England area. She is involved with art 
and antiques. 

by D.J. Henderson 


HENDERSON, JAMES ELIAS 


James Elias Henderson came from Tennessee to 
Bastrop County about 1832 with his uncle, Sam 
Houston. He served in the Texas Rangers and later 
fought under Houston at the battle of San Jacinto. 
For his military service, which included a further 
year in the Army of the Republic of Texas, he was 
paid like other Texas soldiers in land certificates. 

He lived in Bastrop County, Comal County and 
San Saba County, where his children were raised. 

James E. Henderson, Jr., moved to Concho County 
and Tom Green County in 1876 and located near 
Vancourt and Eden. When he was a young man he 
helped his father and when only seventeen years old, 
he headed a cattle drive of two thousand head to 
Silver City, New Mexico. James’ children were 
Loftin, James, Arthur, Cora and Mrs. Slater. 


William T. Henderson lived most of his life in the 
Fort Davis-Alpine area. He acquired large ranch 
holdings and owned them until his death. His 
children were James and William. 

Sam H. Henderson moved to Concho County in 
1877 and located twelve miles from his brother 
James. He lived in a dugout with a thatch roof near 
the Kickapoo Creek for several years. He and his 
wife, Martha Ellen, later acquired ranches in Tom 
Green, Schleicher, and Concho counties. They later 
moved to San Angelo and built their home at 207 
South Park Street. He was a stockholder of the 
Central National Bank, and he financed and built 
the St. Angelus Hotel. Sam’s children were Tom, 
Rector, Alice (Mrs. Walter Duff), Mary (Mrs. C.C. 
McBurnett), Bird (Mrs. Clarence Cox), Martha (Mrs. 
Robert Judge), Sammie (Mrs. A.A. Sugg) and 
Mozelle (Mrs. Happle Nutt). 

Emma Henderson married Tom Sloan of San Saba. 

John W. Henderson ranched with his brother Sam 
in Concho County and later moved to Crockett 
County in 1888. He took a herd of three thousand 
cattle to Crockett County and located on Howard’s 
Draw west of the present town of Ozona. He was 
the first president of the Ozona National Bank. His 
children were John, Lee, Floyd, Roy, Addie (Mrs. 
A.W. Clayton) and Nell (Mrs. Pleas Childress). 

Alice Henderson married Nathan Rice Sloan who 
was a brother of Tom Sloan. She lived in San Saba 
near her sister, Emma. 

by William A. Hemphill 


HENDERSON, SAM 
HOUSTON 
1860 - 1918 


Sam Houston Henderson, the fifth surviving child 
of Martha Flint and James Elias Henderson, was born 
August 24, 1860 in San Saba County, where his 
father had come seeking range for his increasing 


Henderson brothers and sisters at their last family reunion, circa 1915. Standing | to r: James E., Willia 
T,, Sam H. Front row: Emma (Mrs. Thomas Sloan), John W., Alice (Mrs. Nathan Rice Sloan) 


cattle herd. Sam went to the local school and helped 
his father on the ranch. 


Sam Houston Henderson 


Martha E. Henderson 


At age 17 he camped on Kickapoo Creek in 
Concho County, 12 miles below his older brother, 
J.E. Like all his brothers he was exclusively a 
cowman. For his first herd he bought and branded 
with his DHE brand 150 head of the herd of 1000 
that J.E. Henderson had brought from San Saba. He 
also looked after 1000 head of his father’s on the 
then unfenced range. Within a year he built himself 
a dugout with a sod roof, where he lived for four or 
five years. 

In 1883 Sam Henderson bought three sections. He 
later filed on four more, and built a house on the 
Kickapoo. From San Saba he brought his bride, 
Martha Ellen Owen. They had eight children. They 
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accumulated over 100,000 acres in ranches in 
Concho, San Saba, Schleicher, and Tom Green 
counties where they ran 6000 head of cattle. 

It was a long way between neighbors and a long 
time between socials. When occasionally they 
hitched up the wagon, put the babies to sleep in the 
back, and drove to the neighbors (ladies in bonnets 
and doeskin masks to protect their complexions, and 
carrying dancing slippers in drawstring bags) they 
danced all night and then drove home to start the 
morning chores. 

For years ranchers drove stock many miles to the 
railroad. Sam Henderson was the first to ship cattle 
from Ballinger when the Santa Fe extended its lines 
to that point. 

However, his business headquarters was San 
Angelo. From its beginning in 1907 he was a 
stockholder and director of the Bank & Trust 
Company, later the Central National Bank. In the 
same year, 1907, he built the family home, still 
standing at 207 South Park, with a ballroom on the 
third floor where his daughters could entertain. Later 
he financed and was sole owner of the St. Angelus 
Hotel, built in 1917 at the Beauregard-Irving corner 
where the present First National Bank of West Texas 
now stands. It was leased to his son-in-law, C.C. 
McBurnett, who ran it until it was sold. Known as 
the finest hotel between Fort Worth and El Paso, the 
St. Angelus became the informal headquarters of the 
1920’s oil boom in West Texas. 

In 1910, while Halley’s comet passed overhead, 
the chuckwagon and mules came back to ranch 
headquarters without the cook-driver. Mr. Henderson 
saddled his horse and went in search of the cook. 
Caught in a storm of baseball-sized hail, he sheltered 
under his saddle. His spinal cord and nervous system 
were so badly injured that he never fully recovered. 
Sam Henderson died in 1918. 

Martha Henderson survived him until 1940. She 
never lost her love of the land or her green thumb, 
and never abandoned her sunbonnets for gardening. 
Their eight children were Bird (Mrs. Clarence Cox); 
Thomas Rice Henderson; Mary (Mrs. C.C. 
McBurnett); Martha (Mrs. Robert Judge); Alice 
(Mrs. Walter Duff); Rector L. Henderson; Sammie 
(Mrs. A.A. Sugg) and Mozelle (Mrs. Happle Nutt). 

Much of the ranch property acquired by Sam 
Henderson is still owned by his descendants. In 
Concho County these are Sammie Stone and Andy 
Sugg; in Schleicher County Sam Henderson, Jeanette 
Wheeler, Jacqueline Napier, Betty Runkles and 
Tamea Hemphill; and in Tom Green County 
Margaret Duff Hallman and her sons Trip and Duff 
and daughter Martha operate the ranch inherited by 
her mother. 

by Tamea Henderson Hemphill 


HENLEY, DR. TAYLOR 


Dr. Taylor Henley was born January 20, 1918 at 
Sipe Springs, Comanche County, Texas to Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee Henley. One brother remains of the family 
because the parents passed away in 1918 and 1919 
in the tragic flu epidemic of that period. 

An aunt and uncle, Rev. and Mrs. O.D. Henley 
took the two small boys into their home and brought 
them up during a series of pastorates across Texas. 

After graduation from high school at Megargel, 
Texas, Taylor enrolled in Howard-Payne University 
at Brownwood. Further education was received at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Ft. 
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Dr. Taylor Henley 


Worth. Howard-Payne University later conferred the 
Doctorate of Divinity degree. 

During the time at Howard-Payne, Taylor was 
married to Mary Wellhausen and one son was born 
to this union, Dr. John W. Henley, who is a practicing 
veterinarian in Houston. Mary later completed her 
degree at Howard-Payne and taught English in the 
San Angelo school system until her death in 1966 as 
a victim of cancer. 

Taylor served as pastor of several churches 
including First Baptist Church at Robert Lee, 
Hebronville, Gorman, and later at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in San Angelo. 

This ministry was interrupted by service as a 
Chaplain during World War II with the 45th Infantry 
Division whose combat assignment included Sicily, 
Italy, France, and Germany. The Chaplain was 
awarded the purple heart, bronze star, and silver star 
during this experience. The 45th division was 
committed to combat for 555 days by the time the 
war ended in Europe. 

The pastorate of Immanuel Baptist Church con- 
tinued for 12.5 years. The location was changed from 
19th and Volney Streets to its present location at 14th 
and Oakes with both new education buildings and 
the new auditorium built during this time. 

In 1968 Taylor was married to Eva Hickerson 
Aldredge. This union brought together an enlarged 
family; the one son and two daughters and the very 
joyful experience of seven fine grandchildren. 

The experience of earlier years all came into sharp 
focus when Taylor moved to a different phase of 
ministry and joined the staff of then Baptist 
Memorials Hospital at the invitation of Mrs. Elsie 
Gayer. After Mrs. Gayer’s retirement, Taylor became 
Executive Director of the expanded Baptist 
Memorials Geriatric Center. Its growth has continued 
across more than 25 years of his service. 

The Center has grown to its present 75 acre 
campus with more than 300 living units in the 
Retirement Village and more than 300 beds in the 
medical facilities with a current staff of some 375 
employees and an annual budget of $9,000,000. 

The Center has developed as a model in the care 
of the elderly and its reputation has spread until 
residents from 29 states across the nation have been 
added to its population. 


World travel and mission involvement has given 
Taylor opportunity to use vacation time for many 
and varied experiences. Mission involvement has 
included revivals in Singapore, Taiwan, Brazil, and 
Mexico with the development of mission buildings 
and church development accented in Puerta Vallarta, 
Mexico and Campinas, Brazil. More than fifty 
countries around the world have been visited, with 
Taylor acting as tour conductor and travel guide. 

by Mary B. Butts 


HENSLEY, EDGAR CLARK 


Edgar Clark Hensley and wife, Mary Melvina 
Bushong Hensley. Taken at old home place at 
Mertzon, Texas in 1930 


Edgar Clark Hensley and Mary Melvina Bushong 
were married January 1, 1893, in the Berry Ketchum 
home at Knickerbocker. He was the son of Alexander 
D. Hensley and Louise R. Hess of Missouri. Edgar 
was born in Missouri near Springfield and moved to 
Erath County, in 1873 at the age of four years. He 
was born May 6, 1869. Mary Melvin Bushong was 
the daughter of George Washington T. Bushong and 
Catherine Reed. She was born May 22, 1866, in 
Hamilton County. It seemed that Edgar fell in love 
with Mary when they all lived in Duffau, Erath 
County, and when the Bushongs moved to 
Knickerbocker, he followed and they were married. 

To this couple were born six children, two of them 
in Knickerbocker: Lillie Pearl Hensley who married 
John Creed Childress. He was farming the old Stilson 
farm. I seem to remember that Edgar had farmed 
this same farm before they moved to Sonora. Lillie 
was born March 14, 1894 in Knickerbocker. They 
had seven children: Lillie Mae Childress Evans 
Martin; J.C. who died single; Thomas Albert who 
married Lena Brister Freitag. They owned the 
Twelve Mile Bridge Liquor and Bait Store for many 
years and she still has it. James Edgar who married 
Anna Bell Scott. Anna Bell was born and raised in 
San Angelo. They have seven children, Billie 
Childress of San Angelo, James Roy Creed Childress 
who married Tommie Jean Poe in San Angelo and 


now live in Sherwood, Texas, Brenda Byrle who 
married Frank Olsen, Judy Ann Newman, Linda 
Joyce who married David Harris, a fireman in San 
Angelo. They live in Mertzon. Johnnie Glen who 
married Connie Dian Snyder and Susan Gale Wall 
of San Angelo. 

Oma May Hensley was born February 29, 1896 
in Knickerbocker. Married Wm. Lester Massey and 
they had two boys, William Lester (Bill) and Marvin 
Mathew. Bill lives in Cypress, California, with his 
wife and four daughters. Marvin is a C.P.A. in El 
Paso. He married Nettie Mae White, a school teacher 
from Las Cruces, New Mexico. Oma and Lester are 
both dead and are buried in Mertzon cemetery. 

Mary Emma Hensley was born in Valera, 
Coleman County, and the family moved back to 
Knickerbocker, then on to homestead in Sutton 
County near Sonora, where the three boys were 
born. Joseph Andrew was born December 25, 1901 
and died June 5, 1928, in Mertzon. He is buried in 
the family plot with his father and mother. Charlie 
Edgar Hensley was born March 9, 1903 and married 
Mary Trantham. They both lived in Anderson, 
California, the last 30 years of their lives, died in 
1983, and both are buried in Anderson Cemetery. 
George Issac Hensley was born June 22, 1905. He 
died in Las Cruces. Both boys had families of five. 

by Mae Martin 


HERREMAN FAMILY 


Ivan T. Herreman and his wife, Guidetta, were 
among the early settlers of Tom Green County. They 
moved to San Angelo in 1900. 

Ivan T. Herreman was born in Cleveland, Ohio in 
1848. Guidetta was born in Marcellen, Wisconsin in 
1853. They were married in Marcellen on December 
25, 1870. The Ivan T. Herremans and young son, 
Earl, and a neighbor, Will Hansen, packed their 
household goods in three box cars and moved by 
rail to Garden City, Texas in 1890. In Garden City, 
Mr. Herreman ranched and was one of the first county 
commissioners of Glasscock County. 

In 1900, the Herreman family settled at 901 
Koberlin in San Angelo. They operated a blacksmith 
shop on Browning Street in the block between 
Koberlin and Preusser Streets. Ivan and his son, Earl, 
operated the blacksmith shop until Ivan’s death in 
1926. They built wagons, wagon wheels, and 
buggies. In 1926, the shop was moved to 205 N. 
Chadbourne and was operated as the E.D. Herreman 
Garage for a number of years. 

Ivan T. Herreman was a prominent business man. 
He served as an alderman in 1903 when San Angelo 
was first incorporated as a City and as a county 
commissioner. He also owned the Herreman Hotel. 
This building was removed and the present Tom 
Green County Jail was built on the site. 

Ivan was an avid lover of horses. His only son, 
Earl, was given a middle name of DeWitt because a 
friend gave him a horse for doing so. He spent many 
hours at the old Fairgrounds in East San Angelo. He 
helped lay out the race grounds where the present 
Coliseum now stands. This track was used for racing 
a sulky (a light two-wheeled one-horse carriage). 

Earl D. Herreman lived in San Angelo from 1900 
until his death in 1944. He married Ella Kortabine 
in 1905. She preceded him in death in 1921 leaving 
one son, Truman Herreman. 

Truman was born in San Angelo on May 5, 1914 
and has lived here all his life. He married Teddie 
Gilbert in San Angelo April 22, 1938. They have 


two children, David T. Herreman and Helen 
Herreman Martin, who live with their families in San 
Angelo. 
Truman retired from Goodfellow Air Base after 
working as an Engineering Draftsman for 27 years. 
by Teddie Herreman 


HEWITT, J.R. 


Bob Hewitt 


My acquaintance with J.R. “Uncle Bob” Hewitt 
began in1927 while I was working as Deputy County 
Clerk for J.B. Keating, long-time Tom Green County 
Clerk. This was during the time the old courthouse 
was being torn down and the present county 
courthouse was being built on the same site. The 
county offices had been moved to a building on West 
Twohig Street, now the west part of the Sheppersons 
Furniture store, and was formerly occupied by the 
San Angelo National Bank while their new building 
on the corner of Twohig and Chadbourne Streets was 
being built. All the county offices were in one large 
room. J.R. Hewitt was sheriff at this time. 

J.R. Hewitt was born in Hays County, March 13, 
1865. When he was 11 years old, the Hewitt family 
moved from San Marcos to Coleman County, in 
1876. They moved with ox wagons. The boys rode 
their horses and drove the cattle to the new ranch. In 
1879 West Texas had one of the worst droughts in 
its history, so his father scouted for greener pastures. 
He found them about 100 miles west in the lush 
grasslands on the Colorado River in Tom Green 
County. He loaded the ox wagons again and moved 
the family and the stock there. They lived in two 
dugouts about 3 miles west of present Robert Lee. 
The land where the dugouts were located was on the 
west side of the river and is now covered by the 
waters of Lake Spence. 

At that time, in the 1870’s, the lands in West Texas 
were open range and a rancher would pick out a likely 
spot, with water and trees, for a permanent camp, 
then freely use the lands for miles around for grazing 
his cattle. Hewitt’s neighbor to the south was L.B. 
Harris, who had moved his stock to Tom Green 
County in the mid 1870’s. 

J.R. Hewitt spent long hours in the saddle looking 
after his father’s stock. In the winter months drift 
fences had to be maintained to keep the cattle from 


drifting south in the storms. Sometimes in blizzards 
they would drift as far south as Beaver Lake, near 
Sonora, a distance of 150 miles. 

Spring brought the roundups, with the ranchers 
and cowboys meeting in roundup camps. Each 
brought his own string of horses. They rode long 
hours combing the cattle out of the hills and ravines 
gathering them in great herds on the prairies where 
the calves were marked and branded. When the 
roundup was finished, each rancher cut his own brand 
and drove the cattle home. The work was hard; 
sometimes it was hot and dusty, other times cold and 
rainy. 

In 1891 J.R. Hewitt was married to Josephine 
Volintine in Coleman County. They ranched in Coke 
and Tom Green Counties and he was known as one 
of the top cattlemen of his day. 

From 1925 to 1933 he was sheriff of Tom Green 
County. In later years he was an inspector for Wool 
Growers Central Storage Company. 

He was an active member of the Businessmen’s 
Bible Class. 

Children of J.R. and Josephine Hewitt were: J.R. 
Hewitt, Jr., who married May Baker, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Baker. They had no children. J.R. Jr. 
died February 27, 1937. Marie Hewitt, born 1899, 
married C.W. Barnett, born in 1900, and they had 
one daughter, Jo Lu Barnett, who married — Speer, 
and they live in Terrell, Texas. Marie Hewitt Barnett 
died July 9, 1968 in San Angelo, Texas. C.W. Barnett 
died June 20, 1973 in Terrell, Kaufman County, 
Texas. 

Josephine Hewitt died April 25, 1935 and is buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery. J.R. Hewitt died November 
3, 1958 and is buried at her side in Fairmount 
Cemetery. Jo Lu Barnett Speer is the only survivor 
of J.R. and Josephine Hewitt. 

My personal recollections of Uncle Bob Hewitt 
are: 

He was personable and well liked by all his friends 
and loved to reminisce and swap stories of early day 
activities around the cow camps. He enjoyed the 
game of poker with the boys, at which he was better 
than the average hand. He wore gloves to keep his 
hands in shape to deal the cards better. 

His tenure in office as Sheriff was during the time 
of the prohibition experience, when he had to contend 
with many cases of moonshining, bootlegging and 
transportation of illicit spirits. 

He was one of Tom Green County’s most colorful 
characters. 

by S.E. Adams 


HICKS, A.M. 


A.M. Hicks was born August 4, 1860, in 
Farmersville, Texas, and Martha (Mattie) Honaker 
was born on October 22, 1864, in Farmersville. They 
were married December 14, 1887, there. They lived 
in Coleman, where he was a pharmacist until they 
moved to San Angelo in 1909. This was when they 
bought the T-5 ranch in northeast Terrell County. The 
family legend has it that this ranch, on Independence 
Creek, was an original Spanish land grant, dating to 
the early days of Texas. 

Six children were born to this family. Edna, who 
was married to Malcom Draper, lived in Memphis, 
Texas, where he was in the grocery business. They 
had two daughters; Martha who lived in Washington, 
D.C., and Hialeah, Florida. She married Glen Gilbert 
and they had one son, Garden. Jeanne, who married 
Jay Bruce also had one son Lindsey Jay. Jeanne is 
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aon 


-— 
A. M. Hicks and granddaughter 


now married to Joe Chidey and they reside in Panama 
City Beach, Florida. 

Alma Scott married Notley Scott. They lived ona 
ranch in Terrell County which is still owned by their 
nieces and nephews. They moved to San Angelo 
where Notley died in 1949. They lived at the Cactus 
Hotel for years. Alma (Aunt Bob) later married 
George Poulter and lived in San Angelo. 

Lula Mae married Bustin Canon on June 3, 1920. 
They lived on the Canon ranch in Terrell County 
and in Sanderson until their death. They had two 
children, Hicks who lived in Terrell County until his 
death in 1949, and Marjorie who married Herbert 
Brown of Sanderson. Marjorie died in 1983. They 
had three daughters, Diane, Barbara, and Elaine. 

Willie Hicks married Huron Mills of San Angelo 
and they resided in Austin. They had two children, 
Mary Lou who married Jarred Torrance. They lived 
in Austin where they had three children, Gregory, 
Nancy, and Jarred. Mary Lou died in 1964. Madison 
Hicks married Frances Martin and they made their 
home in Austin. Madison died in 1986. They had 
four children, Michael, Stephen, Victoria, and Eric. 

Zola Hicks (better known as Odie) married Robert 
Duncan. They lived in Terrell County until they 
moved to Montell after World War II. 

Lindsey Hicks married Margaret Weddell and they 
lived on the T-5 Ranch in Terrell County until their 
move to Ozona for the children to attend school. Lin 
Hicks married Honey Heiser from San Angelo. They 
lived in Terrell County and later Sutton County. Lin 
Weddell Hicks died in 1980. They have two sons, 
Lindsey Paul and Clay Brown Hicks. 

Sarah Elizabeth Hicks, their second child, married 
Fred Buss and they reside in Austin with their two 
children Margaret Elizabeth and Lindsey Fredric. 
Margaret W. Hicks died in 1947 and Lindsey married 
Lois Drake of San Angelo. They ranched on T-5 
ranch and lived in Ozona until Lindsey’s death in 
1967. 

by Mrs. Herbert Brown and 
Mrs. Sarah Buss 
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HICKS, MARGARET 
FRANCES (WEDDELL) 


Left to right, Unknown, Margaret Weddell Hicks, 
Lindsey Hicks (husband), W. C. Weddell, Pearl 
Weddell, and Mrs. Duplantis (Pearl’s mother). 
Picture taken on Lindsey and Margaret Hicks T-5 
Ranch at Independence Creek in Dryden, Texas 


Margaret Frances Weddell Hicks was born March 
27, 1908 in San Angelo. She and her twin sister, 
Minnie Weddell Haby, had two older brothers, 
George and W.C. Weddell. Her parents were James 
and Sadie Weddell. She was the granddaughter of 
Margaret Currie and W.C. Jones who were among 
the earliest ranchers and settlers of Tom Green 
County. 

Margaret spent her childhood years in San Angelo. 
She attended Lindenwood College in Missouri and 
Texas Christian University. She was an active 
member of the First Presbyterian Church in San 
Angelo. She was also an Eastern Star. Before her 
marriage to Lindsey H. Hicks, also a native of San 
Angelo, in 1930, she visited relatives in Scotland 
and Wales, the homeland of her parents. Following 
her marriage, she lived on the T-5 Ranch west of the 
Pecos River south of Sheffield. Margaret and Lindsey 
had two children, Lindsey (Lin) Weddell Hicks and 
Sarah Elizabeth Hicks Buss. Lin married Martha 
Heiser. They had two children, Lindsey Paul Hicks 
and Clayton Brown Hicks. Sarah married L. Fredric 
Buss. They had two children, Margaret Elizabeth 
Buss and Lindsey Fredric Buss. 

The Hicks family continued to ranch west of the 
Pecos but moved to Ozona in 1942 so the children 
could attend school. They resided in Ozona until 
Margaret’s death in 1947 and Lindsey’s death in 
1967. 

by Sarah Hicks Buss 


HILL, JAMES R. and 
EMMA LOU 


James Roscoe Hill was born February 15, 1889, 
in Oxford, Mississippi. His family moved to Texas 
while he was a child. He later met Miss Emma Lou 
Keel in Waco. Her family, the James Wesley Keels, 
moved to Wall, in the early nineteen hundreds. Mr. 
Hill came to Tom Green County, where he and Miss 
Keel were married March 11, 1917. Their daughter, 
Annie Ree was born June 6, 1920, at Wall. They 
lived at Lorena, about two years, then came back to 
San Angelo. Later James farmed and worked with 
his father-in-law’s combine and thresher crews as 
they cut wheat and oats around the Concho area. 


James Roscoe and Emma Lou (Keel) Hill - Wedding, 
March 11, 1917 


Lto R: Annie Ree (Hill) Tounget, David S. Womack, 
Kathy Ann Tounget Womack, and Clinton B. Tounget, 
August 20, 1976 


Annie Ree married Clinton B. Tounget from 
Miles, on September 22, 1946, and in 1948 Mr. and 
Mrs. Hill moved to Miles, buying a farm north of 
town. Their granddaughter, Kathy Ann Tounget was 
born August 7, 1957, in San Angelo. She is married 
to Dr. David S. Womack of San Angelo. She is an 
attorney and he is a Baptist minister in San Angelo. 

Mr. Hill died December 21, 1962, and Mrs. Hill 
on October 23, 1980. They are buried in the Wall 
Cemetery. 

by Annie Ree (Hill) Tounget 


HIRST, CLARICE DORENE 
(DUNNHIEM) 


Clarice Dorene Dunnhiem was born August 20, 
1936 to Harvey Louis and Emma Louise (Saver) 
Dunnhiem. She moved with her parents in 1952 to 
San Angelo and attended LakeView High School. 
On May 11, 1953, she saw clouds that looked like a 
black sea blowing toward the school with a horrible 
loud noise that matched the looks of the clouds. 
Everyone went into the halls and were made to squat 


Lake View tornado 
May 11, 1952 


flat as possible against the floor and walls for 
protection. Her teacher, Mr. Thorp had to keep 
watching the children to keep them down. Afterwards 
they went to the auditorium. They could not spread 
out because the stage section was in water. After 
being loaded on the school buses, they could see the 
devastation of the tornado: houses were gone, debris 
everywhere. 

That same year, Clarice met Robert Eugene Hirst 
from Rock Island, Illinois. They were married July 
3, 1953. Robert was in the Air Force and the family 
lived in various states and also over seas, returning 
to San Angelo in 1970. 

During this time they had six children. Johnny 
Joseph, born November 30, 1954; Robert Louis, born 
December 8, 1956 and died April 29, 1970; Dorene 
Louise (Searcy), born February 4, 1958; Daniel 
David, born August 9, 1959; Richard Alvin, born 
March 15, 1962; and Darlene Leola (Fuson), born 
June 13, 1963. 

While living in San Angelo, Robert Hirst worked 
as an artist and sign painter. While in the military 
service, he served in the Korean Conflict and a tour 
in Japan in 1948 to 1952 with the Paratrooper 87th 
Airborne. Robert and Clarice were divorced May 2, 
1978. He passed away on June 29, 1980. 


Clarice (Dunnhiem) Hirst 


In 1952, Clarice worked for Walgreen Drug Store, 
located at 128 South Chadbourne for $1.82 per hour. 
She is now working for Ethicon and still lives in the 
home that she finished raising her children in. With 
the love of her family, friends, and God, she has a 


lifetime of fond memories to share and live with for 
the rest of her life. 

Johnny Hirst and Sabrina Porter were married 
April 14,1979, and have one child; April Joy, born 
December 7, 1979. 

Dorene and Willie Eugene Searcy were married 
June 15, 1974, and have one child, Jerry Wayne, born 
April 24, 1975. Dorene and Willie Searcy were 
divorced in 1985. 

Daniel and Sharon McDonald were married 
October 11, 1980. 

Richard and Lisa Renee Bias were married 
October 23, 1982. They have one child, Eric Wayne, 
born May 4, 1984. Richard and Lisa were divorced 
in January, 1986. Richard and Dahlia Hernandez 
were married April 17, 1987. 

Darlene and Robert James Fuson were married 
August 8, 1980 and have three children: Jessica 
Louise, born February 25, 1980; James Everett, born 
August 30, 1981: Richard James, born September 
15, 1982. 

by Daniel and Sharon Hirst 


HIRST, DANIEL DAVID and 
SHARON LEA (McDONALD) 


Daniel and Sharon (McDonald) Hirst 


Daniel David Hirst was born August 9, 1959, in 
Fort Carson, Colorado, to Robert Eugene and Clarice 
Dorene (Dunnhiem) Hirst. Daniel attended school 
at Bradford, Lincoln Junior High, and graduated from 
Lake View High School in 1978. During his senior 
year he also attended Central High School and 
became interested in ironwork. 

Daniel joined the Ironworks Union out of Midland. 
By 1981, he was a full scale Journeyman. David was 
employed by ABCO in San Angelo from 1984 to 
1987. He then established his own business, Hirst 
Construction. 

Daniel and Sharon Lea McDonald were married 
October 11, 1980. Sharon was born October 10, 1961 
to Charles and Connie (Logan) McDonald of San 
Angelo. 

by Daniel and Sharon (McDonald) Hirst 


HIRT, BERNARD C. and 
JEAN (DROLL) 


Bernard Charles Hirt was born February 21, 1932 
in Olfen, Texas in Runnels County. His parents are 
Frank and Alma (Niehues) Hirt of Wall, Texas. 

Bernard attended Wall School and graduated from 
San Angelo High School in 1950. He served in the 
Korean Conflict from April, 1953 to August 1954 


with the 7th division. He received an honorable 
discharge in 1954 and returned to the Wall area to 
farm. He also worked for General Telephone 
Company from 1957 to 1962 and farmed full time 
after 1962. 

Bernard served on the Tom Green County Farm 
Bureau as Secretary and Treasurer. He served on the 
Fairview School PTA as President. Bernard was on 
the St. Ambrose Church Council. He was Grand 
Knight in the Wall Knights of Columbus. 

Bernard is presently employed at Angelo State 
University. 


Jean (Droll) and Bernard Hirt of Wall, Texas. 
Wedding date September 28, 1954 


On September 28, 1954, Bernard Hirt and Jeanette 
(Jean) Droll were married in Rowena at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. Jean was born September 1, 1933 
in Rowena. Her parents were W.C. and Freda (Glass) 
Droll of Eola and later San Angelo. 


Jean (Droll ) and Bernard Hirt and their children: 
2nd row, | to r: Mark, Mitchell and Diane. Front 
row, | to r: Guy and Bruce 


Bernard and Jean have five children: Diane, born 
August 1, 1955; Guy, born November 22, 1956; 
Bruce, born May 14, 1958; Mitchell, born June 3, 
1959; and Mark, born September 7, 1960. All of their 
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children attended Fairview and Wall Schools and 
Angelo State University. 

Diane married Steven Kadlacek of Wall and they 
have two sons. Guy married Debbie Henry and they 
have two sons and one daughter. Bruce married Kelly 
Roader and Mitchell married Stacy Taylor. 

Bernard and Jean have five grandchildren: Cory 
and Nicholas Kadlacek; and Brandon, Whitney, and 
Dustin Hirt. 

Jean is a member of the St. Ambrose Altar Society, 
Catholic Daughters of America. 

In 1974 Jean and Bernard toured Madrid, Spain 
and the surrounding area with a large group of 
farmers and ranchers from the Wall area. 

by Jean Hirt 


HIRT, FRANK 


Frank Hirt was born on September 15, 1901 at 
Rockdale. Both of his parents, Karl (Charles) and 
Victoria (Dorothy) Braun Hirt died in his infancy 
during an influenza epidemic. He and his sister were 
raised by their aunt and uncle, Joseph and Josephine 
Braun Walter. 

Karl Hirt, in his boyhood, had immigrated to 
Texas from Germany with his father. The Braun 
family migrated to South Texas from St. Genevieve, 
Missouri around 1890. 

Frank was age eight when he came to Rowena, 
with his foster family. He attended school in Rowena 
and later, high school at St. John Seminary in San 
Antonio. On December 30, 1924 he married Alma 
Niehues at Olfen. 

Alma was born on February 9, 1905 at Olfen, the 
daughter of Bernard and Amalia Matthiesen Niehues 
who were early settlers of the Olfen Community in 
Runnels County. The Niehues and Matthiesen fami- 
lies originated in the Olfen area of Germany and 
immigrated to Fayette County, in the 1840’s. Alma’s 
Grandfather Niehues and Frank’s foster father were 
Civil War veterans. 

In early 1934 Frank and Alma moved their family 
from Olfen to Tom Green County. They settled on 
their farm four miles west of Wall, and nine miles 
south of San Angelo where they still live. 

Frank and Alma had eight children: Sidney who 
married Sue Kleypas; Dorothy who married Bill 
deHaas; Eugene who married Dorothy Droll; Daniel 
who married Elsie Kadlacek; Bernard who married 
Jean Droll; Marcelyn who married Delmer Batla; 
Annette who married Hubert Frerich; Jeanette who 
married Robert Kohutek. Jeanette died on September 
8, 1964. 

Through the years the Hirt family was actively 
involved in school, community, and church activities. 
All the children attended Wall School where Frank 
was a School Board member from 1938 to 1949. 
They were charter members of St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church in Wall. Frank is a member of St. Ambrose 
Society and Knights of Columbus. Alma is a member 
of the Altar Society and Catholic Daughters of 
America. 

Frank has served as president of the Farm bureau 
and as an REA director. In 1949 he helped organize 
the Farmers Co-Op Gin and was its manager for 
seven years. Alma was a member of the Wall Home 
Demonstration Club for a number of years. The 
children were active in 4-H Club activities. 

Three sons served in the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War: Bernard served in Korea for 16 months; 
Eugene had a tour of duty in Japan and Korea; Daniel 
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Frank Hirt amily 
Back Row, L - R: Eugene, Bernard, Daniel, Sidney. Front Row: Marcelyn, Jeanette, Frank Hirt, Alma, 


Annette and Dorothy 


was stationed in the states. In 1948 Dorothy 
graduated from Seton School of Nursing in Austin. 

During the 1950s four of the Hirt children settled 
with their families in the new St. Lawrence 
Community where they still live. Sidney, Eugene, 
and Daniel are farmers; the Batlas own and operate 
acotton gin. Bernard and Jean live in the Wall District 
where they raised their children. Bernard farmed in 
Tom Green County. The Frerichs raised their family 
on a farm near Garden City. They now have an 
irrigation business there. Bill deHaas, a retired 
engineer, and wife Dorothy live in Dallas. 

Frank and Alma’s forty-one grandchildren are 
active in numerous occupations. Among them are 
twelve farmers, six teachers, an accountant (CPA), 
a priest, ahome economist, an X-ray technician, and 
a computer analyst. At present they have fifty-six 
great-grandchildren. Frank Hirt died January 8, 1996. 

by Dorothy Hirt deHaas 


HIXON, DR. J.S. 


Dr. J.S. Hixon originally came from Michigan 
and resided for some time in Galveston. The reason 
for relocation was his wife’s health, who suffered 
from tuberculosis. They subsequently moved to San 
Angelo because of the climate and the available 
treatment for tubercular patients. Dr. Hixon’s wife, 
Matilde, died from tuberculosis, and Dr. Hixon met 
the daughter of Dr. Smith. Dr. Smith’s wife had 
also died of tuberculosis in Alpine. Mary Cooper 
Smith was an artist and eventually became Dr. 
Hixon’s second wife. They had one son, William, 
who married Lois Codmuller, and they had two sons 
— Jesse and David. 

Dr. Hixon served his residency at the Mayo Clinic 
and his surgical residency in Vienna, which was the 
ultimate honor of his day. His family still has his 
cane and top hat he wore at the graduation exercises 
in Vienna. 

Dr. Hixon set up practice in San Angelo, and of 
his patients perhaps the most famous locally were 
both Mr. and Mrs. John Moore Shannon. His practice 


was extensive, and St. John’s Hospital (established 
by the Sisters of Incarnate Word in 1910) was the 
only hospital serving this part of West Texas. Mr. 
Shannon spent a good deal of time at St. John’s 
during the last three years of his life, and Mrs. 
Shannon also was confined at St. John’s for long 
periods of time toward the end of her life. Dr. Hixon 
was instrumental in their desire to establish a hospital 
to serve the needs of West Texans, and after Mrs. 
Shannon’s will was probated in December 1931, 


Dr. J. S. Hixon of San Angelo was instrumental in 
the J. M. Shannon's desire to establish a hospital to 
serve the needs of West Texas. Dr. Hixon served as 
Medical Director of the hospital from 1932 until his 
death in 1947. 


Shannon West Texas Memorial Hospital was indeed 
established in April, 1932. Dr. Hixon served as 
medical director until his death, at which time his 
son, Dr. William Hixon, took the helm. Dr. William 


Hixon had a love for ranching life, and after a short 
time, gave up the practice of medicine to pursue 
ranching. 

by Patricia N. Stewart 


HOBBS, COLLIN OLIVER, JR. 


Collin Oliver Hobbs, Jr. was born November 6, 
1868, in Grimes County, son of Collin Oliver and 
Charity Vina (Bryan) Hobbs, Sr. The Hobbs family 
moved to Lampasas county around the year 1882 
where C.O. Hobbs, Sr. owned cotton gins, corn mills, 
and a saw mill. These properties were located near 
McAnnelly Bend close to the Colorado River and 
about five miles from Lampasas. 

Collin, Jr. or “Bud’’ Hobbs, anxious to grow up, 
in his early teens joined the Trail Drivers, working 
the cattle trails from Texas to Kansas. This was the 
beginning of his life as a cowboy and rancher. 

At the age of twenty-two, on November 8, 1890, 
he was married to Ida Moor (a twin) in Mills County. 
Ida was born February 13, 1875, in San Saba, the 
daughter of Riley and Mattie (Owens) Moor. 

They moved to Tom Green County about 1893 
and worked for the Lee Brothers Ranch near 
Tankersley. A few years later, Bud with his wife Ida 
and their four children moved to Lincoln County, 
New Mexico, where he was foreman of the Block 
Cattle Spread in eastern New Mexico several years. 
They returned to the Concho River country around 
1905 where he again was employed by the Lee 
Brothers Ranch and lived near Tankersley. It was 
here that their last four children were born. 

Later he left the Lee Brothers and became 
associated with R.D. Hall who owned considerable 
land in Tom Green and surrounding counties. He 
worked for this family many years, living in and near 
Tankersley, farming and raising livestock. During 
this time he built several dams on Spring Creek and 
cleared a large amount of land for irrigated farming. 
After the death of R.D. Hall this property was owned 
by his son, R.A. Hall, and later by a grandson, 


— 


Collin O. Hobbs, Jr. Family 


Vosburg Hall. This was a long and pleasant 
association and one that was profitable as well. 

Bud and Ida’s family of nine children (three sons; 
Addron Garvin, Elbridge, and Raymond Ray; and 
six daughters; Lillian, Addie, Ollie, Gladys, Edna 
and Ruby) were, with the exception of two, born in 
Tom Green county. They grew up here, establishing 
homes in Texas and adjoining states. 

A very nice memory of Bud Hobbs is his sharing 
a Happy-Ho-Ho-Ho with the community when he 
played Santa Claus for the Tankersley School’s 
Christmas party. Also never to be forgotten are the 
annual reunions Bud and Ida held for all their sons 
and daughters and families. They gathered at some 
special place on Spring Creek. With much laughter 
and gaiety, they enjoyed large quantities of fried 
chicken; fresh catfish and barbecued beef, goat and 
mutton. On the menu also was a special stew with 
the strange name of “Son-of-a-Gun.” This was made 
only by Bud himself, and only he knew the recipe. 
Somehow, though, Grandmother’s fresh fruit 
cobblers could just out do this stew made by my 
Grandfather Bud; but we just never could convince 
him of this. 

Bud Hobbs died February 18, 1945. Ida Hobbs 
died January 5, 1959. Both are buried in Belvedere 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by the Grandchildren of Bud and Ida Hobbs 


HOBSON - TAYLOR 


Edmund Briggs Hobson (May 20, 1867) was only 
nine years old when he rode a horse around a 
tabernacle and shot out the lights. To keep from being 
punished, he left home, swam the Red River and 
came to Texas. He was a very tall, thin man with 
dark hair and eyes. He fell in love with a lovely girl, 
Elizabeth Taylor, and made her marry him at 
gunpoint in Georgetown. He moved off the farm 
when the girls left home and became a blacksmith 
in Moody, until a piece of steel put an eye out, 
causing him to be blind. 


Back row L to R: Elbridge, Addie, Ollie, Gladys, Edna, Ruby, and Raymond. Front row: Lillian, C. O. 


“Bud”, Ida, and Addron 


Elizabeth Taylor (November 20, 1876) had ten 
girls, long brown hair and brown eyes. She died in 
May, 1911, leaving a two-month-old baby unnamed. 
Pa Hobson named her Babe. 

Elizabeth was one of ten children. Her father was 
William Taylor, Sr., and married Debbie. They had 
Callie, who married Jap Wells; Their children were 
Frank and Pauline. She was a twin to Sallie, who 
married Jess Mitchell. Others: Tommie, Ada, Jane, 
Jimmie, and William. After William Taylor died, 
Debbie married a man named Miller; and Ernest 
Miller and Bert Miller were born. 


Edmund Briggs Hobson 


Betty Victoria Hobson’s sisters were: Mary Lea 
(April 18, 1895) married Wade Riddle. A daughter 
was named Muggins. She died July 28, 1922. They 
lived in Bell County . 

Ester Neoma (August 2, 1896) married Henry 
Dillard and had four daughters, Lorriane, Archie 
Etter, Mary Ruth and Irene. He preached. His grace 
at the table was memorable. She loved flowers. She 
died January 19, 1979. They made their home in San 
Angelo. 

Emma (October 8, 1898) died September 8, 1900. 

Elsie (September 13, 1900) married Arthur Foster, 
and they had a daughter, Margaret Bell. They lived 
in Big Spring, later moved to Bell County. She died 
August 31, 1973. 

Sangus (March 6, 1907) died February 25, 1908. 

Erie Ola (February 24, 1902) married Johnny 
Minica and they had three children, J.L., Marie, and 
Melvin. They lived in San Angelo. Her handwork 
was beautiful. She died June 6, 1970. 

Ima (March 31, 1904) married Richard 
McCommas and they lived in Big Spring, then 
moved to Fort Worth. They had no children. She died 
April 11, 1945. 

Celia (November 6, 1906) married Claude 
Cooksey and they had two children, Claude Jr., and 
Cecelia Rose. They lived in San Angelo. She could 
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out-giggle or out-talk anyone. She died February 14, 
1978. 

Archie Hobson (February 11, 1909) married 
Homer Owens and they had two sons, H.C. and 
Edward. They lived in Bell County. She lives in Fort 
Worth. 

Betty Victoria (December 15, 1910) was unnamed, 
called only Babe. The first day of school, she named 
herself. She married Ernest Marsh and they had five 
children in San Angelo. They were Betty Lou, Wilma 
Lea, Ronald LeRoy, Glenda Janis, and Burton 
Nelson. He worked for Nehi Bottling Company for 
over 13 years. She taught Sunday School in Park 
Heights Baptist Church where they were both 
members. In 1942, they moved to Fort Worth. He 
died March 1, 1943. She raised the children in Fort 
Worth. In 1949, she remarried to Jimmie Jewett, and 
they had one son, Jimmie Drew (March 1, 1952). 
She died February 8, 1963. 

by Betty Newberry 


HOELSCHER, A.J. 


Although not a native to Tom Green County, 
Albert John and Olga Niehues Hoelscher contributed 
to its agricultural development. Albert, born January 
3, 1906 hails from Rosebud, Bell County, Texas. His 
father, Henry, operated a cotton gin and young Albert 
learned the art of ginning in the family business. He 
married Olga, born September 10, 1911 in Olfen, 
Runnels County, Texas. The Hoelschers have two 
children, Joyce West of Wichita, Kansas, and David 
of Midland, Texas, now Kerrville. 

In 1937, the need for a cotton gin to handle the 
increasing crops of area farmers lured this 
experienced ginner to a site three miles West of Wall. 
There he built a new state of the art gin. When 
completed in August 1937, it was the first in the State 
to use butane for fuel. Hoelscher’s family motto was, 
“Where ginning is an art and service a pleasure,” 
was employed for forty years of ownership of the 
gin. In 1977, the gin was sold, but still serves the 
needs of area farmers under the new ownership. 

The Hoelschers assisted in the development and 
growth of the community and the farming economy 
in the area. In addition to providing a gin to process 
farmer’s cotton, they provided a market for the cotton 


and seed, bonded storage for the loan program during 
the War years and a community store for the 
convenience of local residents. They were charter 
members of Saint Ambrose Catholic Church in Wall. 

Albert Hoelscher farmed several tracts of land in 
the Wall area and started irrigating crops with well 
water in the late 1940’s. The drought of the 1950’s 
prompted a move to Pecos, in 1953 where they 
developed raw brush land into an extensive irrigated 
farming and ranching operation. 

by David Hoelscher 


HOELSCHER, CALVIN 


Calvin Felix Hoelscher was born at Wall, on 
January 3, 1934. His parents are P.C. Hoelscher and 
Rosalie Braden Hoelscher. He was married to 
LaVerne Wachsmann at Rowena, on April 11, 1955. 
She was born in Runnels County on September 29, 
1936. They have two children, Michael Carl 
Hoelscher and Karen Gayle Hoelscher. There are two 
grandchildren, LaTrisha Blaine Hoelscher and 
Morgan Britni Hoelscher. Michael Hoelscher is 
married to Betty Louise Latzel of Midkiff and Karen 
Gayle Hoelscher is married to Wesley Zane Hodges 
of Sterling City. 

They have made their home near Wall with the 
exception of 1956 when they lived at Midkiff. 
Besides their farming the Hoelschers operate an 
irrigation business from their home. Calvin did water 
well drilling from 1957 until 1980 in Tom Green 
and surrounding counties. 

They are members of the St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church at Wall. 

by LaVerne Hoelscher 


HOELSCHER, P.C. 


Pius Carl (P.C.) Hoelscher came to Tom Green 
County in 1927. The son of Joseph Henry Hoelscher 
and Rosa Hollas Hoelscher, he was born at 
Westphalia, on January 25, 1906, the sixth of thirteen 
children. He was married to Rosalie Braden, daughter 
of Felix Braden and Ida Feist Braden on July 23, 
1933 in San Angelo. She was born at Olfen, on 
September 4, 1915, the fourth of ten children. She 


Hoelscher Gin - 1937-1977 
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came to Tom Green County with her parents in 1925 
at the age of nine. They moved by wagons and horses 
at that time. They have two children, Calvin Felix 
Hoelscher, married to LaVerne Wachsmann, and 
Eunice Marie Hoelscher, married to David E. 
Hohensee. There are four grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 


P. C. and Rosalie Hoelscher 


PC. is a fifth generation descendant of Anton and 
Mary Katherine Daldrop Hoelscher who came to 
Texas from Germany in 1846 and settled in Fayette 
County. They have lived near Wall since their 
marriage and are members of St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church. P.C. began farming in 1933 and worked for 
local cotton gins until 1947. There were dirt roads 
and no electricity or telephones in the farming area 
known as the Lipan Flats in the early 1930’s. Cotton 
was hand picked and pulled to the gin by horse drawn 
wagons. Electricity came to the farming area in the 
1940’s and the Hoelscher’s got a telephone in 1958. 
Much of their food was home grown and canned for 
the winter months. A “Beef Club’”’ was formed by 
neighbors and a family would furnish a steer or calf 
to be butchered and the meat divided among the 
members each week. Eggs, cream and butter were 
sold at a local grocery in San Angelo to buy other 
necessities. 

During the seven-year drought of the 1950’s, many 
farmers turned to irrigation to produce a crop. In 
1951, P.C. and his son Calvin began repairing 
irrigation pumps for farmers in the Wall and Veribest 
areas. Their work soon spread to Glasscock and 
Reagan Counties where local farmers had purchased 
land and drilled wells. The business continues 
presently into the third generation by grandson, 
Michael Hoelscher. 

The Hoelschers celebrated their 54th wedding 
anniversary in 1987. 

by LaVerne Hoelscher 


HOELSCHER, RALPH E. 


Ralph and Noemi Hoelscher were married on April 
29, 1967 in Rowena, Runnels County, and have 
made their home on the family farm near Veribest. 

Ralph was born on December 6, 1943, in 
Ballinger, Runnels County, the son of Reynold and 
Emma Hoelscher of Rowena. Noemi was born 
October 3, 1947, in San Angelo, Tom Green County, 
the daughter of Charlie and Olga Jansa of Rowena. 
Ralph and Noemi have two children, Brian Ray, born 


July 13, 1968, and Carla Renee, born February 14, 
1970. 

The Hoelschers have farmed in Veribest since their 
marriage and have held farm and ranch interests in 
Runnels, Concho, Tom Green, and Brown Counties 
in Texas. They are members of Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Mereta. Their children have attended 
Veribest Independent School and Wall High School. 
Carla is currently a Senior at Wall High School and 
Brian is a Sophomore at Texas A&M University. 

Noemi has been a homemaker for her family and 
active in her community. She is a member of the 
Holy Family Altar Society, Catholic Daughters of 
America, Veribest Extension Homemakers, and the 
Concho Valley Republican Women’s Organization. 

Ralph has served twelve years as a director and 
two years as President of Tom Green County Farm 
Bureau. He also was elected to the Board of Trustees 
for Veribest Independent School District. 

In 1981 Ralph became active in a campaign to 
protect our fresh water and land from salt brine 
contamination from improperly plugged and 
abandoned oil and gas wells in Texas. He began 
researching the salinity problem in our area of Texas 
due to the many acres of prime family-owned 
farmland which had been salted out of production. 

Ralph has spent the past years working with 
county, state, and federal officials, and many local, 
state, and federal agencies working to solve the salt 
water pollution problem. He was instrumental in the 
establishment of the State Well Plugging Fund in 
the 1983 State Legislative Session. The fund is 
financed through drilling permits and pollution 
violation penalties and administered by the Texas 
Railroad Commission to reenter improperly plugged 
abandoned oil and gas wells in Texas. Since the fund 
was established over 1500 wells in Texas have been 
plugged with state funds including two wells in O.C. 
Fisher Reservoir and thirty-nine in the Stacy Lake 
site and numerous other wells in Tom Green, 
Runnels, and Concho Counties. 

Ralph’s determination to solve the pollution 
problems and to protect our fresh water has led him 
to become personally involved in the political 
process. in 1984 he ran for Tom Green County 
Commissioner and in 1986 he ran for the position of 
Texas Railroad Commissioner. 

by Ralph Hoelscher 


HOGG, ADA 


Ada & Ed Hogg - October 24, 1955 in Carlsbad, 
Tx. 


Ada Hogg was a one-woman gang when it came 
to work. When the cotton crash wiped out the family 
fortune in East Texas, she and her husband, Ed, 
moved their big family of six girls and two boys to 
Carlsbad in the early 1920’s. The Sanatorium was 
there and the old two-story hotel needed someone to 
run it, so Miss Ada took on the job. In later years, 
after Ed decided to return to East Texas, she moved 
to San Angelo and ran a rooming and boarding house 
near downtown. 

She was devoted to her roomers, loved her family, 
hated whiskey, and loved to sit and rock in her old 
cane bottom rocker. It still is in service today, having 
been restored by her great-granddaughter, Melissa 
Verett of Lake Ransom. 


— = —— 
Ada Hogg & her daughter, Ava (Hogg) McDowell 


Miss Ada’s youngest daughter, Ava, married 
“Mac” McDowell and they both worked for the 
“San’’ and lived in Carlsbad. Mac drove the 
ambulance and Ava edited and published the news- 
letter each month. One of its highlights was always 
the page with the jokes the readers sent her. 

When Grandma Hogg became too ill to stay at 
home, she moved to Baptist Memorials and lived 
there until her death. Following Mac’s death, Ava 
moved to town and helped operate the “hotel’’ 
downtown before moving to Memorials for her last 
years. Nellie Hogg Black was busy being the right 
arm of Frank Black in his preaching and church- 
building efforts. Another daughter, Effie, married 
Ernie Bollinger, who had a long career in the 
plumbing construction business in San Angelo before 
retiring to live close to the kids in Hemet, California. 
Effie is still there. 

Irene married O.F. Carper in Sterling City. They 
spent most of their lives on the ranch, then moved to 
Sterling, where he was the town constable. Miss 
Ada’s youngest son, Jimmy, worked all his life in 
the cleaning business in San Angelo. His wife, Ann, 
still lives in San Angelo. Two other daughters, Eunice 
and Laura, married and raised their families in 
Austin and Dallas. 

Miss Ada Hogg dipped snuff, had red hair and a 
temper to go with it, but she loved everybody, and 
never knew a stranger. She was a real pioneer of 
San Angelo. 

by Jim Black 


HOHENSEE, JERRY G. and 
JEAN ANN (BLOCK) 


Jerry Glyn Hohensee was born on November 2, 
1950 at the Clinic Hospital in San Angelo. He was 
born to James Edward Hohensee and Catherine 
Dreyer Hohensee and is the oldest of their six 
children (Jerry, Ronnie, Charles, Michael, Greg and 
Mary Cay). He attended Sacred Heart Catholic 


Elementary School, Rowena Catholic Elementary 
School and Miles High School. He graduated from 
Angelo State University with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Mathematics. 

Jerry married Jean Ann Block on September 29, 
1973 in San Angelo. His employment career included 
the Ira Independent School District, Crawford and 
Company Insurance Adjusters of Austin and Abilene, 
Russell-Duncan-Abbott Insurance Agency and 
Trimble, Batjer, Cobb Insurance Co. of San Angelo. 

Jean Ann was born to Wilbert Bernard Block and 
Doris Helen Schwartz Block on February 4, 1952. 
She is the youngest of their three children (Diana, 
Michael and Jean Ann). She attended Fairview 
Elementary School for eight years, Wall High School 
and graduated from Angelo State University with 
an Associate of Science in Nursing Degree in 1972. 
Jean Ann’s employment career consisted of St. Johns 
Hospital, San Angelo, Cogdell Memorial Hospital 
of Snyder and Newsfoto Yearbooks of San Angelo. 

To this union were born three children; Jill Teresa, 
born in Austin, in January 27, 1976, Jared Neil, born 
in Abilene, on August 15, 1978, and Jamon Paul, 
born on September 7, 1982 in San Angelo. The 
children attend Fairview Elementary School 
(submitted in 1987) and will attend Wall Jr. High 
and Wall High Schools. 


HOLDEN, JOSEPH HOMER 
and GENEVA B. 
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Joseph Homer Holden and Geneva B. Payne Holden. 
Homer was stationed at Goodfellow during World 
War II. He married Geneva B. Payne, daughter of 
Jake and Lorenia Payne of Harriett 


Joseph Homer Holden, born July 26, 1916, at 
Rotan, Texas, was the son of Jo Lufet and Minnie 
Campbell Holden. 

While stationed at Goodfellow Air Force Base in 
San Angelo, Homer met and married Geneva B. 
Payne on January 4, 1943. Geneva, born December 
11, 1922, is the daughter of Jake and Lorenia Payne 
of Harriett. 

The early years of marriage were filled with days 
of separation when Homer was transferred overseas 
for a tour of duty with the US Air Force. While away, 
his wife and daughter, Gene Elaine, born June 2, 
1944, stayed with Jake and Lorenia at Harriett. 

When the family was reunited, a short time in 
Texas was followed by a lengthy stay in Tonasket, 
Washington, where Homer was a plumber. A second 
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daughter was born while in the state of Washington, 
Bettye Lorenia, born May 28, 1946. 

In 1953, the Holdens returned to Texas to stay. 
They engaged in farming on the South Plains near 
Plainview, where the girls completed high school. 

Homer suffered a light heart attack in the mid- 
seventies, at which time he gave up farming and 
became a State health inspector. The new job took 
the Holdens to Hereford, where Homer and Geneva 
made their home. During the summer of 1980, 
Homer was diagnosed with cancer and he died March 
31, 1981. He is buried at Rest Lawn Cemetery at 
Hereford. 
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James S. (Jim) and Geneva Payne, children of Jake 
and Lorenia Payne of Harriett 


Their children are: Gene Elaine Holden, born June 
2, 1944, married Glendon Lawrence Houston, born 
May 27, 1936. To them were born two daughters, 
Tammy Michele born April 8, 1969, and Felecia 
Renae born November 14, 1970. Bettye Lorenia 
Holden, born May 28, 1946, married Leland Travis 
Cox, born November 19, 1945. They were united in 
marriage on June 12, 1964 in Plainview. To them 
were born four children: Tonja Sue Cox born April 
23, 1965, Joey Lei Cox born July 10, 1967, Kimberly 
Kay Cox born August 31, 1969, and Lori Anna Cox 
born November 3, 1972. 

On November 7, 1986, Geneva married second 
William Hamilton (Bill) Patton, born August 14, 
1918, in Hereford, where they reside today. They 
both are active in church and community affairs. At 
present, the two serve on the Panhandle Area Agency 
on Aging — Ombudsman, a volunteer service under 
the supervision of the State. Geneva and Bill are very 
active in the Senior Service Center of Deaf Smith 
County, where they teach classes and participate in 
the activities. 

They are members of the Motorcycles for Christ 
Travel Club and travel extensively. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


HOLDEN, THOMAS 
JEFFERSON 


Thomas Jefferson Holden was born July 7, 1871 
in Llano County, Llano. Parents were Richard 
Franklin (Frank) Holden of Habersham County, 
Georgia and Emilie Rompf of Rehe, State of Nassau, 
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Germany. Jeff had one half brother, George; he grew 
up with five sisters and three brothers: Christopher 
Columbus (Lum), Alice, Kittie Margaret, Ellen, 
Lyde, Henry Clinton (Clint), Hettie Carrie, a twin, 
and William Arthur (Echos). Jeff met and married 
Inez Matilda Deats September 5, 1894 of Llano; she 
was born May 9, 1874. In his youth, Jeff was a 
fisherman by trade; he fished in the Llano river and 
sold an abundance of catfish. 

In 1908, a boyhood friend, George Lewis, 
specializing in real estate negotiations, migrated to 
Tom Green County; he urged Jeff to move his family 
to Tom Green County where land purchases were 
reasonable. Jeff worked an irrigated farm near 
Christoval growing potatoes for wholesale consum- 
ption and transported vegetables by wagon to 
Eldorado and Sonora. Later, Jeff purchased ranch 
property in the Kickapoo area of Tom Green County; 
one section of land was located in Tom Green County 
and two sections in Schleicher County. The property 
was located at the corner where Tom Green, Concho 
and Schleicher counties joined, about thirty miles 
southeast of San Angelo; and travel time there, by 
wagon, required approximately five hours each way. 
The ranch property was referred to as “The Kickapoo 
Place.” Jeff raised sheep, goats, cattle and a few hogs. 
The ranchland contained a cultivated plot for food; 
there was grassland and live oak, honey mesquite 
and small youpon trees. Wild hogs, deer, turkey and 
other game were in abundance to supplement food 
requirements. Horses were used for transportation 
and as work animals to round-up sheep and goats 
for shearing wool and mohair and to deliver cattle 
and hogs to market in San Angelo; the move was 
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Thomas Jefferson Holden and Inez Matilda Deats 
Holden 


made in 1908. 

Jeff and Inez Holden had five children: William 
Thomas (Will Tom), born September 17, 1895, who 
married Tommie Aline Hannum; Guy Raymond, 
born March 23, 1897, who married Robbie Marie 
Ash; Lucille, born December 19, 1898, who married 
Arthur Terrell Nicks; Townsend B. (Bus), born 
December 8, 1900, who married Grace Hulse 
Hannum; and Jefferson Davis (J.D.), born August 
17, 1914, who married Opal Reaves. 

Jeff’s lifetime occupation was ranching and he 
was well known in the San Angelo area for his keen 
sense of humor. Jeff died April 6, 1961 in Travis 
County, Austin; some of his descendants continue 
to reside in San Angelo. Inez died at their residence 
in Llano, September 3, 1952; members of her family 
remain as pioneer residents of Christoval. 

by Noreine Holden Dodds 


HOLDEN, WILLIAM THOMAS 
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William Thomas Holden and Tommie Aline Hannum 
Holden 


William Thomas (Will Tom) Holden was born 
September 17, 1895 in Llano County. Parents were 
Thomas Jefferson (Jeff) Holden and Inez Matilda 
Deats. Will Tom remembered traveling by covered 
wagon from Llano County to Tom Green County in 
1908. A two-horse wagon driven by the elder 
members of a family, transported the family, per- 
sonal clothing and household items; the head of the 
family mounted on a horse, guided milch cows, 
horses and other domesticated animals along side of 
wagon. Four families usually traveled together in a 
wagon team to assure protection from surprise 
attacks by Indians. It took approximately three 
months, dependent on number and length of time at 
stops, to reach Christoval. At nightfall, the families 
camped on the bank of a river or creek stream to 
make use of available water for cooking and washing 
clothing; animals were permitted to rest and feed on 
grassland. Children played during stops. Fish, prairie 
chickens, wild turkeys, deer and wild hogs served 
as supplemental food cooked on fires built in the 
ground near the camp. Wild berries and pecans were 
sometimes available. 

Will Tom was sixteen years of age in 1911 when 
his father purchased a motorized vehicle with two 
seats, a Model T Ford. Top speed was twenty miles 
an hour, a remarkably fast speed by standards at that 
time. A salesman, Mr. Amacker, delivered the 
automobile to the ranch and gave operational and 
driving instructions to Will Tom and brother, Guy. 
A trip to and from San Angelo was accomplished 
before noon of the same day. Gasoline was pur- 
chased by 55 gallon barrel and hauled by wagon to 
the ranch and handpumped into the gas tank of the 
automobile. 

Will Tom served in the U.S. Army of World War I 
and December 21, 1919, he married Tommie Aline 
Hannum in San Angelo; she was born March 31, 
1898; they raised five children: Noreine, born June 
24, 1921, who married James Bythewood Dodds; 
Hubert Reynolds, born December 25, 1922, who 
died June 4, 1951; Peggy June, born May 13, 1927, 
who married Charles Dow Golden; Jerry Lynn, born 
July 17, 1931, who married Tsue Iwa; and Orbry 
Dean, born December 19, 1937, who married Mary 
Jean Osborn. 

Will Tom and Aline lived at their turn-of-the- 
century residence, 2501 North Magdalen Street in 
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Will Tom and Aline Holden’s turn-of-the-century 
residence, 2501 North Magdalen Street in San 
Angelo, where they lived for fifty-three years 


San Angelo for fifty-three years; it was remembered 
as home by their children. Will Tom was well-known 
among ranchers in the Tom Green County area as a 
contractor for ranch and farm work; he died of 
pneumonia, in San Angelo, October 27, 1984, at age 
89; Tommie Aline died there January, 3, 1981; they 
lived in a era that is gone forever. 
by Noreine Holden Dodds 


HOLDER, L.E. 


Lazrus Emanuel Holder was born January 28, 
1859. Lou Kimbell was born June 10, 1863. Both 
were born in Meridian, Mississippi. 

Lou’s father was killed in the Civil War. Both 
families moved to Bosque County. 

Lazrus had eight brothers and one sister. Lou had 
three brothers and one sister. Her mother remarried 
much later. 

Eventually Lazrus and Lou met and married. To 
this union, ten children were born as follows: Lee, 
Lonnie, Maud, Floyd, Willie, Mary (died at age 2), 
Rodger, Eugene, Myra, and Ola. 

They moved to West Texas in the early nineties to 
the community of Mullins, which is now Veribest. 
Ola was the only one born in Tom Green County. 

They farmed there and participated in the affairs 
of the community. They met in the school house for 
Sunday school and church. Lazrus was super- 
intendent of the Sunday school. 

Lee married Addie Weatherford and Lonnie 
married Effie Weatherford. 

In 1907 they moved to the Red Creek Community. 
There they farmed and took part in all activities. 

In 1927, L.E. ran for public weigher and won the 
election. They then moved into San Angelo. By then 
all of their children were married and gone. L.E. 
continued as public weigher until his death on 
November 20, 1943 at the age of 85. Lou died on 
November 20, 1936 at the age of 73. 

The only survivors are Myra Webb, Ola Deats and 
one daughter-in-law, Grace Holder, (wife of 
Eugene) and many grandchildren, great and great- 
great. 

Buried in Mullins Cemetery are Lazrus and Lou 
Holder, Lee and Addie Holder and two small 
children, Lonnie and Effie Holder, and Ernest Deats, 
husband of Ola. 

by Ola Holder Deats 


HOLIK, FRANK J., SR. 


Frank J. Holik, Sr., was born October 17, 1887 in 
Czechoslovakia. In 1906, he migrated to Galveston, 
and on to Rowena, in Runnels County. In 1910, 
Holik became a U.S. citizen. 

December 10, 1912, he was married to Albina 
Emily Ripple, who was born June 14, 1893 in Elgin. 


Family portrait 
(Seated) Eddie Holik, Frank J. Holik, Sr., Mrs. Frank J. (Albina) Holik, Sr, Marcella Carpenter. (Back row) 
Libbie Dusek, Frank J. Holik, Jr, Georgia Riemenschneider, Walter Holik, Albina Plagens, Stanley Holik 


In 1900, she moved to Concho County. The next four 
years, following their marriage, they rented and lived 
on a stock farm near Rowena. The couple lived and 
farmed there the next 30 years. 

The first land they bought in Tom Green County 
was in January 1924. In 1945, they moved to the 
Wall community, Tom Green County. 

The Holiks had eight children, all residing in Tom 
Green County. Frank married Libby Dusek, Stanley 
married Ruby Filla, Georgia married Adolph 
Riemenschneider, Walter married Wanda Carpenter, 
Libbie married Henry Dusek, Albina married Milton 
Plagens, Eddie married Elsie Dusek, and Marcella 
married Aaron Carpenter. There are many descen- 
dants with numerous occupations, most of them 
residing in Tom Green County. One son, Walter, 
served in the U.S. Army for the duration of World 
War II. 

Although they provided a loving home, there were 
strict standards of living. They stressed that the 
children get at least a high school education. Each 
child had chores to do, along with field work, hoeing, 
and gathering crops. By 1950, Mr. and Mrs. Holik 
had bought 2,160 acres of fertile land in southeast 
Tom Green County. Approximately 1,000 acres had 
to be cleared for farming; 400 acres were cleared 
and grubbed by the Holik family, along with the help 
of Latin-American families. The remaining 600 acres 


In 1951, family members of Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. 
Holik, Sr., gathered to help cultivate the cotton crop 
in the newly cleared dry sod land 


family 


were among the first in Tom Green County to be 
cleared by machinery. The first brush rake was built 
and experimented here. 

Around 1950, the Holiks loaned the money for 
the purchase of the first Wall Co-Op Gin. 

In 1953, Mr. and Mrs. Holik gifted each of their 
children with 160 acres of farm land. 

On December 10, 1962, they observed their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 

Albina Holik was a supportive wife and mother. 
Besides her vegetable garden, she raised a beautiful 
flower garden. She played the piano and sang hymns 
of praise in her spare time. When the family gathered 
on Sundays, they usually gathered around the piano 
with her and sang hymns and folk songs. Albina 
Holik died at the age of 73 on February 3, 1966. 

Frank Holik, Sr., loved to work and provided well 
for his family. On several occasions he was asked if 
he would like to return to Europe to live. “No,” he 
would reply, “America has been too good to me.” 
When he became eligible for Social Security, Holik 
refused to accept money because he felt the country 
did not owe him anything. However, years later, he 
did collect Social Security. 

Frank J. Holik, Sr., died at the age of 88 on April 
13, 1976. He was laid to rest beside his wife, Albina, 
in the Rowena Evergreen Cemetery. 


by Frank J. Holik, Jr. 


HOLIK, FRANK JOSEPH, JR. 


Frank Joseph Holik, Jr. was born in Lowake, on 
January 17, 1914. He lived on a farm four miles south 
of Rowena, throughout his childhood and graduated 
from Ballinger High School in 1932. 

In 1934, Holik began living on and farming his 
parents’ farm, which was located two miles north of 
Wall, in Tom Green County. 

In 1940, Frank married Libby Dusek, who was 
born in Elgin, on January 5, 1919. Libby attended 
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school in Hutto, until her family moved to Tom 
Green County in 1930. 

For seven years following their marriage, the 
Holiks remained on his parents’ farm until they 
purchased 404 acres of raw land in 1947. This land 
helped organize and charter the Wall COOP Gins, 
serving as Director for 27 years. Holik was also 
instrumental in organizing, chartering and directing 
the Lipan Flood Control District, which is still in 
force today. Holik also served as a community com- 
mittee member for the Tom Green County P.M.A., 
which is now known as Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation, as well as serving on the Wall ISD 
School Board for many years. 

The Holiks have four children, all of whom reside 
in Tom Green County. Beverly is married to 
Dewayne Givens, Frank III married Renie Tucker, 
Gary married Lisa Musik, and Libby married David 
Lane. They have six grandchildren, including 
Samantha, Melissa, Sheila, Lindsey, Michael, and 
Kindra. 

By 1970, the Holiks owned 1800 acres of fertile 
farm land. 1000 acres have since been deeded to the 
four children. 

Today, the Holiks are enjoying retirement and still 
reside south of Wall in their original home, although 
it has been expanded and remodeled throughout the 
years. 

by Renie Holik 


HOLIK, WALTER EMIL 


Walter Emil Holik was born February 18, 1920 
on a farm in Runnels County. He married Wanda 
Jean Carpenter (born June 21, 1932 on a ranch in 
Sterling County) on July 4, 1949. They have five 
children: Walter Emil Holik, Jr., who married 
Hariece Elaine Cope, of Miles in Runnels County, 
on January 1, 1972. Their children are April Renea, 
Quinten Aaron, and Ryan Mathew; Fraron Emil 
Holik, who married Judy Francis Kirkham of Miles 
in Runnels County on August 7, 1971. Their children 
are Shaelynna Michelle, and Julianna Michelle; 
Kathy Francis Holik, who married Robert Martin 
Wells of San Angelo, in Tom Green County, on May 
15, 1982. They have one child, Elizabeth Emily 
Jean; Danny Emil Holik, who married Glenda 
Darlene Hill of Waco in McLennon County, on 
November 28, 1986. Their children are Laura 
Elizabeth and Mallory Lynn; and Clay Emil Holik, 
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who married Toni Gay McClain of San Angelo in 
Tom Green County on December 30, 1984. 

Walter’s parents are the late Frank Joseph Holik 
and Albina Emily Ripple Holik of Wall in Tom Green 
County. Wanda’s parents are the late Aaron Hard 
Carpenter of San Angelo, and Maida Katherine 
Schnoor Carpenter, who resides in San Angelo, in 
Tom Green County. 

Walter has farmed all his adult life, except for four 
years when he served in the army during World War 
Il. After their marriage, Walter and Wanda lived on 
a farm at Wall, until December of 1951. They 
purchased a stock farm in 1951 in the Klattenhoff 
Coummunity, in the northeastern part of Tom Green 
County, moving there in January 1952. This farm is 
still their home. 

Walter continues to farm and Wanda is a home- 
maker. They enjoy occasional trips to visit their 
daughter and her family, who live in Quinlan, in Hunt 
County. Their four sons and their families live in 
Tom Green and Runnels Counties. Walter and 
Wanda’s pride and joy are their children, daughters- 
in-law, son-in-law, and their eight grandchildren. 

Walter has served on the Tom Green County 
Agricultural Stabilization Committee in the past. He 
enjoys farming, tending to the pecan and oak trees 
on the farm, and a good washer game. 

Wanda spent many years involved in the Parent- 
Teacher Association of Miles in Runnels County. She 
served in all the offices of the Parent-Teacher 
Association and in 1968 the local chapter honored 
her with a Life Membership. Wanda enjoys cooking, 
crewel embroidery, working with pressed flowers, 
and growing flowers. 

Walter was deeded the Holik family homestead 
in 1954, located in Runnels County. 

by Walter E. Holik 


HOLLAND —- HUDGENS 


Ina and Nick Hudgens 


N.C. (Nick) Hudgens was born in Sparta, 
Tennessee February 20, 1874, to James P. and 
Melvina Hudgens. He came to Texas for his health 
when twenty years old, settling in Christoval. He 
was a Carpenter and painter by trade. He did some 
cowboying. 

Mixing and mingling with young people of 
Christoval, he met and married Ina Holland, daughter 
of George M. and Callie Holland on Valentine Day, 
1904. Nick helped build the Head of River Ranch 
house. 

To this union were born nine children, Marie 1904; 
Melvin 1906; Alvin 1907; Infant son 1911 (died at 
birth); Glenn 1913; Nola 1914; Ray 1918; Edward 
1920; and Hazel 1922. 


Hudgens Children 1 981 
Marie Arrott, Alvin, Glenn, Ray, Edward Hudgens 
and Hazel LaMunyon 


Nick and Ina lived in Christoval, then to San 
Angelo in 1905, Eldorado in 1907, moving back to 
San Angelo in 1908 on East Highland back of Fort 
Concho. Marie, Melvin and Alvin can remember 
standing on a three-foot rock wall built around Fort 
Concho, running behind the house, and watching 
children play on school grounds. Later they started 
to school at Fort Concho or South Ward. 

Nick and Ina moved to 720 West Highland about 
1910, living there the rest of their lives, raising their 
family. Nick went to work for Orient Railroad, 
working there until killed by a train running over 
him at Sweetwater, on March 17, 1922. After Nicks 
death, Ina kept the family together until all were 
grown. She struggled, worked hard, sacrificed, loved, 
and raised a good Christian family, all members of 
some church. 

Ina died February 19, 1956, and is buried beside 
Nick in Fairmount Cemetery of San Angelo. 

The family is scattered. Marie, married to C.E. 
Arrott, lives in Bronte. Melvin married Maurine 
Davis, both deceased. Alvin married Lorene 
Williamson, living in SanAngelo. Glenn married 
Jessie Medford, living in San Angelo. Nola died in 
1925. Ray married Barbara Anderson, living in 
Midland. Edward never married, lived with Mother 
until her death; now lives in Lubbock. Hazel married 
Carl LaMunyon (deceased); now lives in San Diego, 
California. 

There are four generations made up of children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great- 
grandchildren living to carry on the Hudgens family 
heritage. 


by Marie Hudgens Arrott 


HOLLAND, GEORGE 
McCULLOCK 


George McCullock Holland was born March 22, 
1856, in Seguin, Guadalupe County, to William P. 
and Rebecca (Evans) Holland, who came from 
Tennessee in 1854. 

George’s father died when he was a lad, leaving 
him to hustle for himself. He took to the range 
following the cowboy’s life. He made the cattle drive 
to South Dakota about 1876. He spent about two 
years in Indian Territory in the 70’s, driving cattle 
from Texas as a government project. 

In 1879, he came to Concho County with Thomas 
Jefferson cattle, landing in Tom Green County. He 
returned to Seguin one year later, helping the J.L. 
Cochran family move west, including a widowed 
daughter, Mrs. A.T. Wright (nee Callie Cochran) and 
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three sons Stephen, Archie, and Albert. George 
married Mrs. Wright October 25, 1881, and to this 
union were born eight children. 
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Holland Children 
Back Row - Lewis Holland, Albert Wright DeWitt 
Holland, Tom Holland. Middle Row - Jim Holland, 
Ina Hudgens. Front Row - Robert, George Holland, 
and Archie Wright 


George William Holland was born August 18, 
1882, three days before the Ben Ficklin flood. George 
M. rescued his wife, son, and three stepsons, 
carrying them to higher ground. After the flood, the 
family settled in Christoval. Born were James A. 
(Jim) 1883, Ina 1885, Thomas (Tom) 1886, Lewis 
1888, Ula 1889, DeWitt 1893, and Robert 1894. 

Mrs. George M. (Callie) Holland died in 1894 at 
premature birth of son, Robert. George M. married 
Amelia Cochran, sister of first wife, January 6, 1897. 
To them one son, Raymond, was born in 1902, died 
in 1903. 

George M. Holland was filled with tenderness and 
kindness, and gave freely to help any in need. He 
worked on ranches several years, one of the last being 
“Head of River’ ranch, south of Christoval. 

In 1901, George M. built “Lower Hotel” located 
in a pecan grove, close to Concho River. This was a 
two-story building, costing $1000 to $1500. Two 
sons, George W. and Lewis, hauled lumber from 
San Angelo by freight wagons. In later years, it sold 
to John Hannum for $2000. 

George M. went up town, across from Crawford’s 
Grocery and postoffice, buying another hotel. In 
1914, it was torn down and a two and one-half story 
hotel was built by George M. and sons, calling it, 
“Holland Hotel.” George and Amelia ran it for years. 
It was sold to the Mims family around 1920, due to 
their failing health. 

George M. died October 11, 1923, and Amelia, 
April 28, 1926. Both are buried in Christoval 
Cemetery. 


The sons, George W. and Tom, moved to New 
Mexico, Ina married N.C. Hudgens and moved to 
San Angelo. Jim, Lewis, DeWitt, and Robert stayed 
in Christoval until later years. The step sons, Steve 
and Archie, lived in Eldorado, and Albert in Brady. 
All the George M. Holland family have passed on, 
Robert being the last, dying April 14, 1987. 

There are four generations left to carry on the 
Holland family heritage. 

by Marie Hudgens Arrott, granddaughter 


HOLLAND, J.S. 


James Stephen Holland was born April 13, 1869 
in Clay County, Alabama. Viola Elizabeth Smith was 
born November 27, 1877 at Fayetteville, Texas. They 
were married in Prairiedell, Texas, on Sunday, 
November 22, 1896. James Stephen and Viola 
Elizabeth Holland came to Miles, in 1905 with three 
small children: Roxie Lee Ellen, born December 7, 
1898; Willie Stephen “Bill,” born October 29, 1901; 
and Raymond Leroy, born June 16, 1904. Viola 
came by train and James moved by wagon from Corn 
Hill, Texas. Viola spent her first night in Miles with 
the Graves family in a house near the Old Bell 
School. 

Soon they moved to the Ray Community and there 
they spent the rest of their lives helping to organize 
the Ray School and Church. They were charter 
members of the Ray Baptist Church where they 
remained members as long as there was a church 
and they loved it dearly. 

The Holland children added to the family after 
the move to Tom Green County included: Julian 
Howard, born September 2, 1907; Roy Earnest, 
born September 9, 1910; Pearly Opal, born April 27, 
1913; Mary Clearinda, born November 10, 1915; and 
Flora Key, born August 26, 1919. 

by Mary Bess Granzin 


HOLLAND, JAMES L. and 
KATE (HANSON) 


James Luther Holland was born September 27, 
1880, at Cedar Valley near Austin, the first of five 
sons and seven daughters born to Andrew J. and 
Annie (Townsend) Holland. 

The family moved from Travis county to Runnels 
County near Oak Creek in 1887, where they ranched 
and owned a good herd of cattle. Jim was a good 
rider and broke horses. 

They moved to Fisher County in the early part of 
1896, and then to Silverton, the latter part of 1889. 
In the spring of 1901 they moved to Coke County, 
near Blackwell. Jim went to Kimble County and 
worked through the summer. The family moved to 
Water Valley in November of 1901. 

Jim did ranch work, dug wells, and odd jobs that 
paid him $1.00 per day, good wages at that time. In 
1903 he bought a tract of land in Scurry County and 
grubbed it out to farm it. It was such a dry year he 
made a failure at farming. That fall he went to work 
on the John Slaughter Ranch for $20.00 a month 
plus room and board and helped drive about 15,000 
head of cattle off to grass. Mr. Slaughter then put 
him on a job taking care of about twenty windmills 
and raised his wages to $25.00 per month. Wind- 
milling was dangerous work, so after three years he 
quit and farmed for one year. 

In March of 1907, he went to New Mexico and 
filed a claim on some land located in the mountains 


near Queen. During the five years necessary to 
“prove up” the land, he cut posts, contracted and 


built surface tanks with team and scraper. 


Jim & Kate (Hanson) Holland 


In 1911, he returned to Water Valley and married 
Miss Kate Hanson, daughter of J.O. Hanson. He and 
Kate had corresponded since he left Water Valley in 
1903. They lived in New Mexico for several years 
and in El Paso. During this time, two children were 
born to them but both died at birth. 

They moved back to Water Valley. After Kate’s 
sister, Belle, died in Valentine, Texas, in 1918, and 
Belle’s husband, Walter Scott McBride, died in 1923, 
the Hollands took their two smallest children to raise. 
They were Homer and Jayme McBride, who proved 
to be a great blessing to them the balance of their 
lives. 

In Water Valley, Jim did ranch work, had a 
wholesale oil business, operated a service station, 
and worked for several years in Mr. Carwile’s store. 

Kate died December 23, 1952, and is buried in 
the Water Valley Cemetery. Jim had contributed a 
lot of time and work at the cemetery and continued 
to do so. He died November 12, 1965, and was laid 
to rest by the side of his wife. 

by Mary Lou McBride, Thomas 
and JoAn Earnest 


HOLLAND, ROBERT LOWE 


the last 
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Bob Holland, 82 years old, with “Frisky”, 
horse he broke. 


Robert Lowe Holland was the sixth son born to 
George McCullock and Callie Wright Holland on 
January 17, 1894 at the head of Concho River, south 
of Christoval. His mother passed away after his 
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premature birth. He weighed 2.75 pounds. Grand- 
parents raised him on goats’ milk. Later his father 
married Amelia Cochran. 

Robert had three older half-brothers, five brothers, 
and two sisters. Robert’s father sold the ranch, buying 
a stock farm. Later, about 1901, he bought several 
acres in town, building the “Lower Hotel’ located 
in a pecan grove. 

In 1905 George bought the downtown hotel, L- 
shaped, two-story, and called it “Holland Hotel.” In 
1914, it was torn down, and George and his sons 
built a three-story one. 

Robert (Bob to everyone) went to school in 
Christoval. He started working at ten, earning $10 a 
month and board during summer for A.E. Sheppard. 
He was breaking horses at twelve, Sheppard saddling 
them and Bob riding. 

At nineteen, Bob drifted to New Mexico to join 
older brothers. He went to work for Walker Brothers. 
The last two years in New Mexico, he spent 
freighting for Santa Fe Gold and Copper Mines in 
Stanley. 

World War I began. Bob returned home; he and 
brother DeWitt enlisted at San Angelo, trained a 
month, and were sent to Fort Worth. They later 
transferred to Remount Division, and were sent to 
Jacksonville, Florida, to spend the duration teaching 
Negro soldiers how to pack. 

After the Armistice, Bob came home, working 
here and there, finally landing a job breaking horses 
for Billy Anson at Head-of-River Ranch, earning 
$25, advancing to $75 per month. 

Bob married Ollie Jones, daughter of Tom Jones, 
on March 10, 1920. They moved to the Ranger 
oilfield, drawing $320 per month. Ollie’s health 
broke after seven years; so they moved back to 
Christoval. Bob and DeWitt bought a filling station 
which they operated for three years and then sold. 
Bob tried ranching for himself, leasing and buying 
cattle, which wasn’t a financial success. 

Starting in 1942, Bob worked for Carl Leffel eight 
years. When Leffel sold out, Bob went to work for 
Tom Green County driving a maintainer, retiring 
after seven years. 

Bob’s wife, Ollie, died June 3, 1954 and was 
buried in Christoval. They had two girls, Mattie Fay, 
born December 25, 1920, died January 21, 1921; 
Ollie May born May 8, 1923. Married Wilfred King, 
1940. Three sons born, Robert, Morris, and Johnny. 
King died June 14, 1975. Ollie May married Ray 
Chadwick August 6, 1977 and lives in McCamey, 
Texas. 

Bob considered himself a good country roper, 
horseback rider, and wild horse breaker. Although 
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Bob Holland on June 25, 1982 
Born Jan. 17, 1894, weighed 2 3/4 lbs., 7 months 
premature and was born on old Jameson place in 
Kid Holler, up the Allen Lane (now named after 
Holland kids). Mother died when 3 hours old and 
was raised by grandparents. 
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he had many broken bones and lost a right thumb 
cowboying, he still loved life. Bob passed away April 
14, 1987, and is buried in Christoval. 

by Marie Hudgens Arrott 


HOLLIDAY, FRANCIS AYERS 
and JEANETTA (PAGE) 


Francis Ayers “Frank” Holliday 


Francis Ayers “Frank” Holliday was born in 1841 
in Mississippi. His parents were Thomas Holliday, 
born in 1805 in Georgia, and Emily M. Patton, born 
in 1813. Thomas owned a plantation and was also 
Sheriff of Copiah County, Mississippi. 

Frank was living in Copiah County with his 
parents in 1850, along with his siblings. They were 
Thomas P. age 10, Myrah R. 6, Ana Maria 4, and 
John P. 2. Through the years the families have said 
that Frank was a first cousin to John Henry “Doc” 
Holliday, the gunfighter born in Georgia. 

Frank married Jeanetta Page. She was born in 1851 
in Mississippi to Andrew Jackson Page and 
Catherine Windsor. Page was also a planter. 

The Hollidays came to Texas around 1869, settling 
first in Goliad County. They brought with them two 
of their older slaves: Charles Holliday (took his 
master’s name) age 50, and Jessee Cumins, age 50. 
The Hollidays moved on to Victoria and by 1880 
were in Tom Green County with their children still 
at home: Emily Catherine 9, Thomas 7, Robert J. 
and Roberta J. 2 (twins) and Connie 1 month. They 
also had a son named Roy and another daughter 
named Minnie. 

Francis and Jeanetta moved to Hext, Menard 
County, where their daughter Artie Ann was born 
July 19, 1894. 

Emily “Emma” married W.R. Keith on July 2, 
1892, in Brady, McCulloch County. To this union 
were born Jeanetta, Francis, Ivan Ayers, and Robert 
Earl. Jeanetta married Charles D. Chapman, Sr., 
from Menard, on July 4, 1905. 

Artie Ann married Jessie James Slaughter. They 
lived in Menard, where Artie owned one of the first 
beauty shops. 

Ivan married Dovie Lee Blount, and to this union 
were born Mendal Ivan Keith, born November 13, 
1914, married Norma Leona Slaughter; Ruth Marie 


Keith, born November 10, 1922, Brady, married 
Jack Marvin England; Freddie Gwendalyn, born 
July 10, 1925, married Robert O. Bingham. Dovie 
is still living in 1989. Jeanetta Francis Keith 
Chapman is buried in Fairmount Cemetery along- 
side her husband, Charles Chapman. 
Many descendants of Frank and Jeanetta Holliday 
still live in San Angelo, Tom Green County. 
by Mrs. Roy E. (Barbara) Elliott 


HOLT, SALLIE E. (JOHNSON) 


Sallie E. Johnson (1870-1924), born May 11, 1870 
to the Henry Moses Johnson family, came to Texas 
with her family via Mississippi and Alabama in 1872. 
They lived in Round Rock for three years before 
settling in the San Angelo area. Her father supplied 
Fort Concho with buffalo, deer and wild turkey 
hunted on the North Concho River near Sterling City. 
Later they moved into San Angelo where he had a 
hides business, blacksmith and wheelwright shop in 
the old Merchant’s house, now a city park. 

It was in San Angelo in 1877 that Sallie attended 
school for the first time in a one-room school house. 
There were only five other families in San Angelo 
at the time. Her father passed away in 1878. Mrs. 
Johnson and four children were living in Ben Ficklin 
in 1882 when the great flood washed the city away. 
Mr. Leo, the Postmaster, rescued them in his buggy 
just minutes before the water swept their home and 
possessions away. 

In 1886, Sallie’s mother was operating the hotel 
on the stage route in Knickerbocker when Sallie 
(1870) married William Fletcher Holt (1850) on 
March 22, 1886 at the Knickerbocker Ranch, the 
Rev. A.J. Potter officiating. Judge Holt was the 
Justice of the Peace (since 1880) and County 
Commissioner (1882-1896) for Tom Green County, 
Pct. 4. A dance and supper was given at the ranch 
house for the newlyweds, with a large crowd from 
South Concho, Dove Creek, Lipan and San Angelo 
in attendance. Holt was a native of Maryland, had 
been at sea, then travelled from California to Texas 
as a civilian with the army. He arrived at Fort Concho 
with the 4th Cavalry in the mid-1870’s and was 
attached to the Fort two years. He became involved 
in organizing Tom Green County and served on the 
first Commissioner’s Court, as Justice of the Peace, 
Postmaster, Commissioner of Roads and Bridges, 
and organized the first observance of July 4th, 
Thanksgiving and Community Christmas Tree held 
in the County in 1879. He was active in the Methodist 
Church and was Ben Ficklin’s first Sunday School 
Superintendent. Sallie was among the first members 
of the Ben Ficklin Church. 

After their marriage, they settled in 
Knickerbocker, where they had seven children: 
Lillian Holt Robertson (1887-1915), Estella E. Holt 
(1889-1894), John Fletcher Holt (1892-1964), 
William Parkhurst Holt (1894-1957), Laura 
Bethsaida Holt Bullock (1897-1972), Henry Moses 
Holt (1900, 1955), and Jessie Holt Hightower (1904- 
1970). 

The family moved in to San Angelo where they 
had a home on 21st Street. They resided there until 
Sallie died in 1924, and W.F.’s death in 1928. Both 
are buried in Knickerbocker. 

by Louise Holt Linscomb, granddaughter of 
Mrs. Sallie E. Johnson Holt and W.F. Holt, 
daughter of William Parkhurst Holt 


HOLT, JUDGE WILLIAM 
FLETCHER 


William Fletcher Holt (b. 1850) arrived at Fort 
Concho in 1874 with the Fourth Cavalry as a civilian 
dispatcher. A native of Maryland, he was raised by 
an Aunt Margaret after the death of his parents, 
until he was four. When her husband died, he was 
sent to an uncle in Baltimore. At sixteen he became 
a stowaway ona ship and spent 5 years at sea. Once 
he was captured, after shipwreck, by South Sea 
Islanders, who prepared a pot to boil him alive, but 
he was saved by the Queen and treated as a son. 

In his twenties, he left the sea in California and 
started east, traveling with the Army for safety. In 
New Mexico he found work with the Fourth Cavalry 
(a dispute between officers and men allowed them 
to hire civilians). He came to Fort Concho with the 
cavalry and remained with them 2 years. 

After he left the Fort, he worked in building, 
driving stock between Texas and California, and 
became involved in County government. In 1879 he 
organized the first observances of July 4th, 
Thanksgiving and Community Christmas Tree held 
in Tom Green County through the Ben Ficklin 
Sunday School. In 1880, he became the Justice of 
the Peace, Pct. 4, of Ben Ficklin. He compiled lists 
of residents of Christoval and Ben Ficklin in 1882, 
the year of the great flood that destroyed the county 
seat. He helped with the County Meeting in 1883 
for the writing of the fencing law, because many 
public roads, lands and water were being fenced off 
from public use. The resolutions were sent to the 
Legislature and became law. 

Holt served as Postmaster, was on the first Board 
of County Commissioners, was roads superintendent, 
politician, religious worker and early historian of the 
area. He held County Court all alone one hectic 
session in the County’s infancy. 

On March 22, 1886, Judge Holt, 36, married Sallie 
E. Johnson, (b. 1870) at the Knickerbocker Ranch, 
where a supper and dance were held afterward. She 
was the daughter of Henry Moses Johnson, native 
of Mississippi — Alabama, who came to the San 
Angelo area in 1875. 

Judge Holt and his wife settled in Knickerbocker 
and had seven children: Lillian Holt Robertson 
(1887-1915), Estella E. Holt (1889-1894), John 
Fletcher Holt (1882-1964), William Parkhurst 
Holt (1894-1957), Laura Bethsaida Holt Bullock 
(1897-1972), Henry Moses Holt (1900-1955), and 
Jessie Holt Hightower (1904-1970). 

The family moved from Knickerbocker to San 
Angelo where they resided on 21st Street. Sallie 
Holt (b. 1870) preceded Judge Holt in death in 1924 
and he passed away in 1928. Both are buried at 
Knickerbocker. 

by Granddaughter, Louise Elizabeth Holt 
Linscomb, daughter of William Parkhurst Holt 
(1894-1957), son of Judge Holt 


HOLT, WILLIAM 
PARKHURST 


William Parkhurst Holt (b. 1894-1957) son of 
Judge William Fletcher Holt, known as Park Holt, 
was one of West Texas best known water well 
drillers, drilled over 3000 wells in almost a half 
century in business in and around San Angelo. He 
always had a great interest in the role water played 
in West Texas. 


William Parkhurst Holt (1894-57), Water Well 
Contractor 


A native of Knickerbocker, he began as an 
apprentice driller on a rig owned by his brother at 
the age of 14 and recalls, “I had to walk behind the 
team all day long, going round in a circle. The boss 
wouldn’t let me ride for fear I’d go to sleep and fall 
off into the machinery.”’ He witnessed the transition 
of drilling from mule team driven to gasoline engine 
spudders. In 1912, he bought his own rig and went 
into business. Most of his drilling activity was west 
of San Angelo, in Pecos, Irion, Reagan, Upton, and 
Schleicher counties, but he drilled as far east as 
Brownwood, south as Junction and north as Big 
Spring. 

Park Holt was a non-believer in “witching” for 
water, a method using a forked stick. He believed 
witching “a belief from the dark ages.” 

During World War I, Park served as a machinist 
in the Balloon Corps. After he left the service, he 
married Mary Alice Monteith (b. 1900-1962) of 
Ozona in 1919. They have one daughter, Louise 
Elizabeth Holt Linscomb (b. 1926) of San Antonio, 
wife of Alsie Linscomb (b. 1924) a South Texas 
Geologist. They have three children Alsie Parkholt 
Linscomb (b. 1952), of Manchester, N.H., Mary 
Louise Linscomb Davis (b. 1956) of San Antonio, 
and James Stephen Linscomb (b. 1960) of Abilene, 
and two grandchildren, Adam Parkholt Linscomb (b. 
1979) and Laurie Rene Davis (b. 1981). 

Park Holt was greatly concerned with water 
conservation, pure water supply, and the building of 
dams in the area. He was an avid deer hunter in the 
Big Bend area, and loved the outdoors. He was 
active in church work and served as an Elder at the 
Colorado and Jackson Church of Christ for many 
years until his death from a heart attack in 1957. 
Many water wells still in use today were drilled by 
Park Holt, spanning an era from pre-World War I 
to the late 1950’s. Mary Monteith Holt, his wife of 
38 years, died in 1962, and both are buried in 
Belvedere Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Louise Holt Linscomb 


HOLTKAMP - MESECKE 


Elsie Holtkamp 


My parents, William and Elsie Holtkamp, always 
wanted to own their own land; so in 1932 they 
bought 320 acres at Vancourt, Texas, from J.D. and 
Annie Will York for $27.50 an acre at 7% interest, 
living there until 1969, when they moved to Miles. 

Bill, as he liked to be called by everyone, and 
especially so by his two granddaughters, was born 
January 7, 1893, to Henry and Mary (Neumann) 
Holtkamp in Wesley, Washington County, Texas, the 
second of seven sons. 

Elsie was born August 13, 1895, to Carl and 
Elizabeth Schmarr Mesecke in Shelby, Austin 
County, Texas. Elsie was the oldest of ten children. 

After Bill was honorably discharged from the 
Army following World War I, he and Elsie were 
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married in her parents’ home near Westphalia on 
December 29, 1919. They lived in Bell County until 
they moved to a farm five miles southeast of Miles, 
where their only child, Bernice, was born. 

Bill had about twenty water wells drilled in 
Vancourt over the years, always getting only a little 
“gyppy’”’ water; so the Millersview-Doole water line 
made a big difference. A porch wrapped around three 
sides of our house, with an open cistern at the corner 
to catch rain water — important for cooking red beans, 
which would never cook soft in hard water. Elsie 
churned butter, raised turkeys, fryers, and eggs to 
sell. Once a bill at Shannon Hospital was paid by 
taking a case of eggs to the hospital weekly until the 
bill was paid. Eggs were kept cool in the cellar. 

Bill barbecued for many community gatherings 
at Vancourt and for the early R.E.A. annual picnics 
and meetings. After each one, Gilbert Malechek 
would say, “Bill, that’s the best one you have ever 
cooked.” Grannie Mason said she never ate goat and 
once when we were having goat barbecue, she 
reminded Roy Blair, who was helping serve, that she 
never ate goat, and Mr. Blair made sure that Grannie 
Mason had an ample serving of goat barbecue. She 
enjoyed every bite of it. Bill nearly always cooked 
Cowboy Stew, or Sun of a Gun, when he barbecued, 
and this is the recipe as he gave it to me: Heart, | 
cup; Chili meat, 2 cups; Sweetbread, 1 cup; Liver, 
.5 cup; 1 set Brains; Bacon drippings, | tablespoon; 
Salt to taste; Hot pepper (green or powdered); Garlic; 
Tomatoes; Onions; Potatoes; Paprika for color; 
Sweet pepper. Cook real slow — at least four hours. 

Elsie always made November 11 really special, 
since it was such an important day in their lives. She 
prepared a typical Thanksgiving (and truly it was) 
dinner. Then Thanksgiving Day usually found us 
picking cotton. 

Woodrow Wilson was the first president Bill ever 
voted for. We were the first people in the Vancourt 
community with a foreign sounding name, and soon 
after the Joe Dusek family came. Bill and Elsie 
thoroughly enjoyed butchering hogs giving most of 
it to friends and neighbors. I think that’s what they 
liked best about it. When R.E.A. came, everyone got 
refrigerators, ranges, etc., but Elsie did not give up 
her wood cook stove for years. 

Bill died January 19, 1980. Elsie lived with her 
daughter and son-in-law, Bernice and J.W. 
Klattenhoff, for over four years after that. She died 
November 4, 1986. 

Both of their funerals were held in Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Miles, where they were members 
for over sixty years. They are buried in Lawnhaven 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Bernice Klattenhoff 


HOOVER, JOE C. (JAKE) 
and MARIE 


Jake, upon graduation from San Angelo High 
School in 1930, went to Corpus Christi where he 
started as an electrical apprentice. He took extra 
courses in radio codes and electronics, receiving his 
First Class Radio Telephone Operator License from 
National Communications Commission in 1937. In 
1938, he worked with Radio Station KGKL, and then 
with the San Angelo Police Station KASD. He and 
Wilbur Anderson installed the first two-way car radio 
in San Angelo. 

Jake was with the Pilot Training Group at 
Goodfellow from March 1, 1942 until December 15, 
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Jake Hoover 


Marie Hoover graduated in 1932 - first class from 
Shannon West Texas School of Nursing 


1959. He instructed over 7,000 cadets in Basic 
Electricity and Flight Operations. While there, he 
developed many teaching aids. He served on the 
Advisory Board for Academic Training in the 
Contract Schools. 

After leaving Goodfellow, he worked for the San 
Angelo Telephone Company a short time, photo 
finished horse races one summer, built 5 houses 
doing most of the work including the plumbing and 
electrical installations. 

After taking courses at Texas A&M and The 
University of Texas at Austin, he taught electrical 
trades at Central High School and retired in 1972 
due to illness. 

Jake Hoover and Marie Wilson married November 
16, 1940. Their son Jack was born October 6, 1946. 
He married Lucy Kathryn Andrews of Houston in 
January 1969 while a senior at Texas A&M 
University. They have two children, Thomas Jay born 
January 1, 1974 and Lucy Marie born July 30, 1976. 
They reside in San Antonio. 


Marie was born in Bandera County to Christopher 
and Camilla Wilson July 9, 1910. They moved to 
Eola in 1926 where she finished high school. In 
September 1929, she entered training at the Baptist 
School of Nursing, graduating in 1932 in the first 
class from Shannon West Texas School of Nursing. 
Marie helped organize the Shannon Alumni and held 
many positions in the organization. Following 
graduation, she attended San Angelo Junior College, 
then State Teachers College in Greeley, Colorado. 
She was Nursery Supervisor, Medical and Surgical 
Nursing Supervisor and Relief Supervisor at 
Shannon Hospital before becoming Director of the 
Vocational Nursing for the San Angelo Public School 
from 1951 until September 1972. During this period, 
she conducted many classes including working with 
MDTA through Manpower to set up courses to train 
people who had no way of making a living. Mayor 
Conrad issued a Proclamation declaring September 
9, 1972 “MARY HOOVER DAY” in recognition of 
her service in many civic and community health 
projects. 

In September 1972, Marie became the Director 
of Nursing Service and Education at the Clinic 
Hospital (now Angelo Community Hospital) retiring 
in 1975. 

Following Jake’s death in January 1981, Marie 
has devoted her time to civic and health projects. 
Some of the offices she has held include President 
of Altrusa, Shannon Alumni, District 9 Texas 
Graduate Nurses Association, Vice President of 
Retired Teachers Association, Member of the Board 
of Directors of the Florence Nightingale Fund, 
Angelo Day Nursery, Adult Day Care Center, and 
worked with the food programs. 

In 1985, she received the first local National Award 
from the American Association of Retired Persons 
(AARP) for outstanding volunteer work. The 
Twentieth Century Teachers Award from the Retired 
Teachers Association and a plaque from the Graduate 
Nurses Association for her outstanding service to the 
nursing profession. 

by Marie Hoover 


HOOVER, JOSEPH CHARLES 


Joseph Charles Hoover (born June 14, 1873 in 
Elkader, Iowa), son of Julius and Margaret (Stence) 
Hoover, came to Texas at age twenty, with his 
parents. On December 26, 1907, he married Nannie 
Walker (born January 31, 1879, Moulton, Texas). 
Their children, all born in San Angelo, are Lester 
Leo (born January 8, 1909), married Regina Wilde 
(born September 20, 1917, Westphalia, Texas), in 
1942. After military service he was employed at 
Goodfellow Air Force Base, retired from civil service 
and died on March 20, 1973. His wife and three 
children, all born in San Angelo, survive. They are 
Joseph Edward Hoover (born November 7, 1944), 
married Joyce Faye Howard October 21, 1967. 
Michael Charles Hoover (born January 7, 1955), 
married Susan Ann Smith January 6, 1979. Patsy 
Lynn Hoover married Bruce Bennett May 20, 1967 
at the Goodfellow Air Force Base Chapel. 

Joseph Clayton (Jake) was born to Joseph and 
Nannie December 29, 1911. In 1940, he married 
Marie Thresa Wilson (born July 9, 1910, Bandera 
County). The couple resided in San Angelo and later 
moved onto a portion of the original Julius Hoover 
farm, where he died in 1981. Their son, Jack Wilson 
Hoover was born October 6, 1946, San Angelo, 
Texas, married Lucy Catherine Andrews January 


25, 1969, in Houston, Texas. Smith Franklin (born 
October 22, 1913), died June 14, 1914. 

Mr. Hoover worked for Angelo Hardware and 
Crowther Hardware, then farmed. He became sexton 
of Fairmount Cemetery in 1921, where he remained 
until his retirement in 1944. Probably, he was best 
known for a team of white mules named May and 
Dick. Mr. Hoover raised them from colts and worked 
the team almost daily in the cemetery. In 1936, 
Robert Ripley wanted him to bring the team to the 
Texas Centennial Exposition in Dallas. He declined 
as it would have been too stressful, during the 
summer heat, for the animals. It is believed they were 
the oldest team of mules in the world. Dick died at 
forty-four years, May followed a short time later at 
age forty-five. The heads of the venerable white 
mules were mounted and placed in the Fort Concho 
Museum. During Mr. Hoover’s employment at the 
cemetery he invented a grave filling machine to 
facilitate the work and used the mules to pull the 
device. The machine is in use today, now towed by 
a motorized vehicle. Joseph Charles Hoover died 
January 1956 and his wife Nannie died in 1960. 

by Margaret L. Poulter 


HOOVER, JULIUS 


Julius Hoover, dates unknown 


Julius (Hover) Hoover was born February 13, 
1833, in Prussia, came to the United States at 
seventeen, and settled in Clayton County, Iowa. In 
1861, he married Margaret Stence (born June 16, 
1845). Six sons and two daughters were born to the 
couple. In time, Julius decided to seek a better 
climate, as lowa winters were long and severe. After 
hearing glowing descriptions from land developers, 
he made two trips to Texas. In 1890, he sold his 
property and purchased acreage on the Lipan Flat 
from T. William English. He brought his wife, 
younger children, household possessions and two 
railway cars of fine Clydesdale horses and shorthorn 
cattle by rail to Texas. Here, he planned to raise fine 
livestock. They built their home ten miles east of 
San Angelo on the Paint Rock Road. This was not 
the land of milk and honey, but one requiring toil, 
hardships and adjustments to live. Contaminated 
water caused typhoid fever. The stock died from the 
heat and forage. Real estate salesmen had convinced 


Mrs. Julius Hoover (Margaret Stence Hoover), dates 
unknown 


him that the tall Johnson grass was excellent 
livestock feed, and it did look promising. The climate 
and the beauty made up for the obstacles and the 
Hoovers remained on the homestead until their 
deaths in 1918 and 1919. 

The family traveled ten miles to attend church 
services in the small Catholic Church, located on 
the Catholic Block in town. They were mainstays of 
the church; regardless of the weather, their seat was 
seldom vacant. They received within their home 
anyone who was lost or needed overnight lodging, 
gave them a hot meal and a place to sleep. Mrs. 
Hoover, an excellent cook, often had town folks for 
Sunday dinner. She nursed sick neighbors, using 
family remedies, some of which are remembered 
today. Two young children, boarding in town, 
attended school in the Immaculate Conception 
Academy. One son moved to Fort Worth and one 
died of typhoid fever. In 1907, Joseph Charles 
married Nannie Walker and moved to town. Frank 
F. (born January 7, 1880, Elkader, Iowa) married 
Eugenia McCafferty (born 1883) in 1931. They 
remained on the farm until their deaths in 1953 and 
1960. 

A short time after Frank’s death, the house was 
destroyed by fire of unknown origin. In 1910, 
Kathryn (Katie) Rozella married William J. Rector 
and moved to town. She was the last of the Julius 
Hoover family and died in 1972. A photograph of 
Julius and Margaret Hoover, along with some family 
heirlooms, a bread tray, potato masher and lemon 
juicer, hand crafted by Julius for his bride, were given 
to Fort Concho Museum by the Frank Hoovers. 
Julius and Margaret are gone, but their stories and 
treasures live on. 

by Margaret L. Poulter 


HOREIS, JOHN HENRY 


John Henry Horeis (died 1961) was born near 
Hamburg, Germany, in 1883. He came to Texas in 
1907 and settled in the San Angelo area. Minna 
Schlingplasser (died 1946) was also born near 
Hamburg, Germany, in 1893. Henry sent for her to 
sail to Texas in 1912 and they were married by the 
captain of the ship. They came by train from 


Christmas - 1925 
Horeis Children with Christmas toys. Left to Right: 
Walter, Herbert, Bill, Eda, Annie Mae and Alma 


Galveston to San Angelo. They settled near 
Tankersley and farmed. 

The family first farmed across Spring Creek from 
what is now Foster Park. Several years later we 
moved to another farm in the Twelve Mile Bridge 
area. This was on the Middle Concho and we kids 
fished and swam a lot. The boys trapped varmints in 
the wintertime. 

Six children were born at Tankersley: Eda, 
(myself) 1913; Bill, 1914 (died 1942); Herbert, 1916; 
Walter, 1917; Alma, 1920; and Annie Mae, 1921. 
The five older children started school at Tankersley. 
This was the two-room schoolhouse which was 
located to the north of the present schoolhouse and 
railroad tracks. I can remember the following 
teachers I had there — Miss Edna Wyatt (my first 
teacher), Lucilee Swope, the Cawyers, Kitty Pearl 
Foster, and a Mr. Sheppart. The school went through 
grade 10 or 11 at that time. There was a teacher in 
each classroom who taught several grades. Our play 
time was spent creating our own games — jump rope, 
tag, play house. 

We walked to school for a time and as we grew 
older we rode double on a horse and donkey. The 
donkey also pulled a two-wheeled cart that we rode 
to school in. The animals were tied to fences and 
trees for the day at school. We carried our lunches in 
syrup buckets. 

We moved east of San Angelo in 1928. This is the 
year the new Tankersley school opened. We went to 
Fairview school then. Annie Mae started to school 
here and the seventh child, Betty, was born in 1932. 
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We moved to Arden in 1936. Betty started to school 
in Arden. In 1942 we moved east of San Angelo and 
farmed for a couple of years. By this time there was 
only Henry, Minna and Betty and they moved to 
Midway between Arden and San Angelo in 1944. 
They remained until their deaths. 

Eda married Albert Wuemling in 1930. They lived 
in Tom Green County and farmed. They moved to 
Arden in 1954. They had three daughters. Bill 
married Thelma Oates and they had two children. 
Herbert lives at Midway and has two children. 

Walter married Bernice Cave of Arden and they 
presently live in Arden. Alma married John Barnes 
and they live in Vancouver, Canada, and have two 
sons. Annie Mae married Lee Roy Harris; they live 
in San Angelo and have three sons and one daughter. 
Betty married Charles Cathey and they live in Irion 
County. 

by Eda Horeis Wuemling 


HORN, HENRY D. 


John Henry Horn 


Vivian Chambers Horn 


Henry DeCal Horn was born July 9, 1903, in 
Henderson County. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J.D. Horn. Henry was reared on a farm near Athens. 


206 


Vivian Chambers Horn was the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwin A. Chambers. She was born August 
5, 1902, in Seymour. The family lived in Baylor 
County, Collin County, and Denton County. 

Henry and Vivian met in Denton where they were 
attending college at North Texas State University. 
They married March 7, 1925, in the home of 
Vivian’s parents. They had one daughter, Bobbie 
Blanche Estella, born April 5, 1926. 


? 


Henry Horn, Vivian Horn and baby Blanche, 1926 


In 1927, Henry became ill and the doctor sent him 
to the sanatorium at Carlsbad for the treatment of 
tuberculosis. 

Before he became ill, Henry and Vivian taught 
school in Henderson County. Vivian continued to 
teach in Henderson County, but later moved to 
Denton County to teach so she could be near her 
parents. Henry joined his family in Denton when he 
completed his treatment at Carlsbad. 

In 1928, the doctor advised Henry to move to San 
Angelo for his health. For a short time they lived 
with Mr. Bell, for whom Bell Street was named. 

Mr. Bell introduced them to Dr. B.O. Wood, 
minister of First Presbyterian Church. Henry and 
Vivian joined the Church March 17, 1929, and Dr. 
Wood baptized Blanche on April 14, 1929. May 5, 
1936, Blanche, at the age of ten, joined the church. 

Blanche attended the San Angelo schools until 
1942. The family moved to Austin and she grad- 
uated from Austin High School in 1943. 

Henry was employed by several insurance 
companies and eventually formed the Henry Horn 
Insurance Agency, which he managed until his 
death on June 28, 1967. 

Vivian found employment at Fairview school, 
where she taught for fourteen years. She graduated 
from North Texas State Teacher’s College and 
continued teaching at Glenmore School. Vivian 
received a masters degree from Texas Woman’s 
University. 

In 1965, Vivian retired from teaching after 41 1/2 
years. She was honored by Glenmore school when 
she retired. She loved teaching so much that she 
did some substitute teaching after retirement. Vivian 
still has contact with some of her exstudents from 
Fairview and Glenmore. She was indeed a master 
teacher. 

by Mrs. Lloyd V. Matson 


HORN, WALTER G. 


Walter and Ella Magee Horn, cir. 1931 


Walter was reared on a farm near Athens in 
Henderson County. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J.D. Horn. 

Ella Magee Horn was the daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. Magee of Texarkana. She met and married 
Walter in Denton. 

Walter and Ella lived in Denton for a short time. 
In 1931, they moved to San Angelo to be near 
Walter’s brother Henry and family. 

On January 4, 1931, Walter and Ella joined the 
United Presbyterian Church. They were active 
members. Walter sometimes served the church as a 
lay preacher. It was at this time he felt the call to be 
a minister. 

In September, 1933, Walter and Ella moved to 
Waxahachie so Walter could attend the old Trinity 
University. Walter became an ordained Presbyterian 
minister. He pastored churches in Italy, Forreston, 
Tulia, Paris, Dallas, and Lamesa. 

On June 6, 1975, Walter died, ending his 22 years 
of service to the people of Lamesa. 

He is loved and remembered by his wife Ella, son 
Sam and other family relatives. There are still some 
residents of San Angelo who recall the early days 
here of Walter and Ella Horn. Some older members 
of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church remember his 
service to the church. 

by Mrs. Lloyd V. Matson 


HORNE, JAMES LEE, SR. 


James Lee Horne was born September 6, 1909, to 
Lee and Lula Horne, in Waco. He attended school 
in Satin, Falls County, Texas. 

He came to San Angelo to visit an uncle in 1925, 
getting a job at Buck and Cox Dodge agency. He 
worked there until 1930. 

He began chauffeuring for Napoleon “Nip” 
Drease Blackstone in 1930 until Mrs. Blackstone’s 
death in 1965. Both remembered James in their 
wills, as did Mrs. George Baumgart. 

James drove “Nip” everywhere he went, in a car. 
I opened James’ travel expense on the page for May 
5, 1940 through May 10, meals, lodging and storage 
for the car, $10.10. “Nip” often remarked, “With 
James driving, my family can travel with me for 
$10.00 a day.” 
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James Lee Horne, Sr. 


They made several trips to the Galveston area 
buying cattle to ship to Nip’s ranches in Oklahoma. 
Arkansas was another story. They bought cattle 
there, several times, to go to Oklahoma, which 
proved to be a disastrous venture. The trips were 
frequent and many, to leased lands in Kansas, 
ranches in Oklahoma, Barnhart, Sanderson, Sheffeld 
and the Ketchum Ranch in Pecos County, now in 
Terrell County. 

James helped Narcisse Stokes with many of the 
parties she catered. 

He drove 875,000 miles for the Blackstones and 
the Baumgarts, and never had, not even one “‘itty- 
bitty, teenie-weenie, fenderbender.” 

On February 14, 1966, he began chauffeuring for 
the George Baumgarts. After Mrs. Baumgart’s death 
in 1972, James went to work for the Jack Reicherts 
of Schleicher County and San Angelo. 

James married Albertine Hibbler (born in 
Molesville, Falls County, Texas. 8-28-1911 — 10-21- 
1981), his childhood sweetheart, on January 9, 1928. 
Albertine taught Sunday School, sang in the choir, 
and served on the usher’s board. They celebrated 
their fiftieth anniversary by reaffirming their vows 
in the chapel on the Reichert Ranch. 

James married October 20, 1984, Emma Lee, the 
widow of his longtime friend, Tucker Moss. Emma 
Lee moved back to San Angelo, where she paints 
some every day. Both are members of the Wesley 
United Methodist Church, where Emma Lee does 
volunteer work. 

James said they took a seven-day trip in June, to 
Port Chester, New York, to see his granddaughter 
graduate from high school and on to Hartford, 
Connecticut, to see another granddaughter. Emma 
Lee said, “Five days! Two days in an aeroplane 
doesn’t count.” James just smiled. 

by Marie Triplett Foster 


HORTON, L.B. and MINNIE 


Lee Bascom Horton was born in Hopkins County 
October 4, 1890, the son of Milton and Mary 
(McGill) Horton. After a year at Decatur Baptist 
College he took a job as bank clerk in Roanoke, 
where he married high school classmate Minnie 
Eugenia Cade April 12, 1911. 

After a stint as a bookkeeper with American 
Exchange Bank in Dallas, he and his wife came to 


West Texas in 1912 to start a new bank at Carlsbad. 
They took $50,000 cash in a buggy to the small town 
north of San Angelo. Having seen some tough- 
looking characters as they registered at Ma 
Goodwin’s Carlsbad Inn, they spent the night with 
furniture pushed up against the bedroom doors. 

When the small Carlsbad bank dissolved, L.B. 
Horton joined San Angelo National Bank as teller 
and assistant cashier, 1914 to 1924. He was founder 
and secretary-treasurer of Chain Investment 
Company from 1918 to 1932. In 1924 Horton teamed 
with N. Dow Chapman to form Chapman and Horton 
Insurance Company. Two years later Walter Yaggy 
bought out Chapman, signaling the start of the San 
Angelo insurance firm of Horton, Yaggy, & Kenley. 
In 1952, he helped to organize First Savings & Loan 
Association here, serving as president or director 
until retirement in 1970. He was the first West Texan 
to be elected to the board of the Texas Mortgage 
Bankers Association. 

During the Depression years of 1933 through 
1936, he was manager of the federal Regional 
Agricultural Credit Corporation, forerunner of 
today’s production credit associations. It was with 
great satisfaction Horton asserted that “we helped 
save a good many ranches and got some good people 
back in the saddle.” 

After being refused by the military for physical 
reasons during World War II, Horton served as 
Chairman of the War Price and Rationing Board. 

As a key figure in the financial community, he 
filled many civic posts: trustee of the Shannon West 
Texas Memorial Hospital, director of the Board of 
City Development, president of San Angelo Fair and 
West Texas Exposition. The Hortons were members 
of First Methodist Church. 

Mrs. Horton was an ardent music lover and one 
of the organizers of the Philharmonic Society. She 
was president of the Sixth District Texas Federation 
of Music Clubs, and was a life member of both the 
State Federation and National Association of Music 
Clubs. She died in 1960. L.B. Horton lived at the 
Cactus Hotel and the River Terrace until his death in 
1973. They are buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Their sons were Bomar Cade Horton, born on 
April 18, 1912, and Lee Bascom Horton, Jr., born 
April 4, 1914. Bomar Horton married Anne 
Dvoracek in 1948. He was a longtime employee of 
Sunset Motor Lines. He and his wife operated the 
Horton ranching interest and farm at Tennyson until 
1976 when they moved to Elm Mott near Waco 
where Bomar died on June 18, 1984. 

L.B. Horton, Jr., served in the North African and 
European theatres in World War II. After the war he 
entered the insurance business as a partner in Horton, 
Yaggy & Kenley, and served as an advisory director 
to First Savings and Loan Association. He married 
Mary Jane Nash, and they reared five children. Lee 
W. Horton lives in San Angelo. Mary Virginia 
Hodges lives in Houston. James Robert Horton died 
at age 14, in 1966. Thomas Mark Horton lives in 
Amarillo, and Anne Eugenia Cotner lives in Hobbs, 
N.M. There are six grandchildren. L.B. Horton, Jr., 
died May 21, 1987. 

by Lee W. Horton 


HOWARD, RICHARD L 


Richard L. Howard was born at Rockdale, Milam 
County, Texas, December 12, 1881. His parents were 
Allen W. Howard and Francis (Hunt) Howard. The 
Hunts came from Missouri in 1871, settled in Milam 


Mr. R. L. Howard of Howard’s Store in Wall, Texas 


County and engaged in farming and the mercantile 
business. 

R.L. was educated in the public schools in Milam 
County. He then attended business college in 
Houston. Following that he did accounting and 
clerical work for railroads in Houston, Fort Worth 
and Dallas, and spent some time as a traveling 
salesman. 

A.W. Howard, Sr. bought the Wall and Son store, 
lot and residence, and the J.W. Wall, Jr. home in 1912. 
His son R.L. later took over operation of the store in 
Wall. 

Howard’s and Howard’s, “Everything Under One 
Roof” — was the general store and Post Office in 
Wall for about 65 years. 

In addition to his store, R.L. served as County 
Commissioner from 1922-24, a period in which 
county road building was begun. He was a director 
of the old Guaranty State Bank and helped organize 
and direct the locally owned Western Reserve Life 
Insurance Company. 

On October 1, 1913, R.L. was married to Una 
Grace Blair. She died in 1936. Their son Arleigh W. 
(Cub) died in 1967. 

The fact that R.L. enjoyed people was evident by 
his numerous lodge and club affiliations, some of 
which were the Blue Lodge Chapter #570 of Masonic 
Lodge, Suez Shrine Temple, Kiwanis Club and River 
Club. 

August 27, 1951 Juanita Dixon, oldest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. E.D. Dixon, and R.L. were married 
in San Antonio. Juanita had taken care of the Post 
Office and helped with the store since World War II 
began. This arrangement continued until Mr. 
Howard’s health failed. 

Disabled from a severe stroke, R.L. spent his last 
years in Baptist Memorial Geriatric Hospital in San 
Angelo. With the help of her sister Eddie Becker, 
Juanita kept the store and Post Office operating until 
she retired in 1966. 

R.L. Howard passed away on February 5, 1971, 
and was buried in the family plot at Fairmount 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 

People often asked R.L. why a business man as 
capable and astute as he spent his life in a small town 
like Wall. He had a stock answer for that. He said. 
“Td rather be a big frog in a little pond, than a little 
frog in a big pond. I feel I can make bigger ripples 
this way.” 
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That sums up his attitude. He seemed to have a 
gruff exterior at times, but those who knew him best, 
worked for him and cleaned out the old store, vault 
and his records, know how many people he helped 
during the drought of the teens, the Depression of 
the 30’s and the difficult war years. Without doubt 
many would have gone hungry without his kindness. 

by Howard Dixon 


HUBBS, JOHN THOMAS 


John Thomas Hubbs was born near Equality, 
Illinois, May 4, 1853. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. 
Bass Hubbs. During his youth he worked with his 
father, who owned two sawmills. February 1, 1881 
Mr. Hubbs married Letitia Larue of Hodgensville, 
Larue County, Kentucky. Two daughters were born 
in Kentucky, Berta (1882) and Daisy Francis (1884). 

Mr. Hubbs soon tired of farming, decided to seek 
a new life for his family in the new State of Texas. 
In the spring of 1885 the family started for Texas by 
wagon. After two months of travel his search ended. 
A cattle ranch was started on land purchased for fifty 
cents per acre about thirty miles northwest of Fort 
Concho. The ranch headquarters was near the North 
Concho River. Mr. Hubbs prospered in the ranching 
business as grass was plentiful. Eight more children 
were born, three died in infancy, five surviving. Iva 
May (1886), Jack Eugene (1888), Barney (1897), 
Berch (1899), and Grace (1908). Because of the 
distance doctors had to travel, Mrs. Hubbs and Mrs. 
Henry Bugg, a nearby neighbor, assisted each other 
as midwives during the birth of their children. 

On March 4, 1891, Sterling County was created 
out of Tom Green County. Sterling City became the 
county seat. The community of China Valley, which 
joined the Hubbs ranch, was started about the same 
time. Several ranch families lived in the area. The 
China Valley school served the children of nearby 
ranches. A community Baptist church was organized 
by the families of Bugg, Hubbs, Humble, Brown and 
several other ranch families. 
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By 1905, homesteaders and sheepmen had moved 
in and Mr. Hubbs felt fenced in, so he sold his ranch 
land, moving the family and cattle to Knickerbocker, 
eighteen miles south of San Angelo. It took a week 
to move eight hundred cattle to pasture south of 
Knickerbocker, a thriving village of some two 
hundred people. The citizenship received the Hubbs 
family with friendly hospitality. 

Mr. Joe Tweedy, a local merchant, assisted much 
in getting the cattle located. Mr. Hubbs also bought 
a two-story hotel which became known as the Hubbs 
Hotel. The family ran the hotel while Mr. Hubbs and 
son Jack attended the cattle. 

The business community consisted of; Mr. Davis 
was the village blacksmith, Dr. Alexander took care 
of the sick, Mr. Douglas ran the wagonyard and also 
took care of the horses that pulled the stage from 
San Angelo to Knickerbocker to Christoval. George 
Bodry managed the butcher shop. He and Iva May 
Hubbs married in 1906. The local Baptist church was 
the scene of the ceremony. In 1907 a fire destroyed 
the hotel including family possessions. The entire 
village turned to helping the stricken family, 
especially the family of E.E. Foster. Within a short 
time a home was re-established. 

Grass shortage in the spring of 1908 forced Mr. 
Hubbs to move his cattle and family to the Trans- 
Pecos country where they again established a ranch. 
Again the ranch prospered. II] health and old age 
caused him to sell the ranch in 1915. He died in 1920. 

The only survivor of the clan is Barney Hubbs 
who is now ninety years of age. He served in France 
during WWI. In 1920 he purchased the local 
newspaper in Pecos. After 40 years active as owner, 
publisher and editor he retired in 1960. Since then 
he has been busy in civic work being president of 
the West of the Pecos Museum which has gained 
wide recognition. He and Luella Hart married in 
1924. She died in 1979. One son, Bill H., was born 
to the union. He is now in his second term as Mayor 
of Pecos City. 

“Without a Past There Would Be No Present.” 
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The Hubbs Family — 1912 
Top Row, L to R — Berch Hubbs, Sue Hubbs Bodry, Daisy Hubbs House and Berta Hubbs Blackburn. 
Bottom Row, L to R — Jack Hubbs, John T. Hubbs, Grace Hubbs, Letitia Larue Hubbs and Barney Hubbs 
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“Without a Present There Would Be No Future 
... Pat Neff.” 
by Barney Hubbs 


HUDGENS —- ANDERSON 


Barbara and Ray D. Hudgens 


I, Ray DeWitt Hudgens, was born September 24, 
1918, to Nick and Ina Hudgens, the seventh of nine 
children. We lived at 720 West Highland and I had a 
happy childhood, playing on Sulphur Draw and 
Washington Drive Hill with my brothers and sisters 
and neighborhood boys and girls. I started school in 
1926 when I was nearly eight, and attended Fort 
Concho (South Ward) for three weeks until Santa 
Rita opened and I was transferred there. 

After my Junior High years, I worked for Robert 
Harvick at the Postal Telegraph and rode a bicycle 
for them, delivering telegrams for five years. I then 
worked for Russell Seitz at Weeks Drug Store until 
1941. At this time, I met a man who told me I was 
too big to be a soda jerk. He introduced me to the oil 
field by way of a seismograph crew, and I was a 
“doodle-bugger”’ for 44 years. 

I went to the Navy in 1944 and served in the 25th 
Naval Construction Battalion in the Pacific until 
January, 1946. 

After my discharge, I went to Canada and married 
Barbara Anderson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R.H. 
Anderson, on March 6, 1946. I had met her in 1943 
while on a seismograph crew up there. We moved to 
Eldorado, with Petty Geophysical Company and 
were there until 1953, when we moved to Midland, 
where we still reside. 

I retired in 1985. Barbara and I spend a lot of time 
traveling in the United States and Canada in a Silver 
Streak travel trailer. 

by Ray D. Hudgens 


HUDGENS - LaMUNYON 


I was born in San Angelo, May 16, 1922, being 
the ninth child of Nick and Ina Hudgens. Dr. E.L. 
Batts delivered me in our home at 720 West Highland 
Blvd. He was our neighbor and family doctor, and 
with eight children he was a frequent visitor. My 
father was killed two months before I was born which 
could have been a factor in my mother not naming 
me immediately. Not until twenty years later when 
obtaining my birth certificate did I discover I had 
been recorded as Lula May by Dr. Batts. 

Growing up during the Depression, I didn’t have 
a lot of material things, but had lots of family 
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Hazel Hudgens LaMunyon 


togetherness and love. My older sister married a 
rancher, and trips to the ranch were a young city girl’s 
delight. I also spent lots of summers in Christoval, 
learning to swim and dance. 

I attended Santa Rita, Junior High, and High 
School. My first job was at Perkins Drug, earning 
eight dollars a week. In 1942 I went to work at 
Goodfellow Field, training to be a Parachute Rigger. 
After three months I was sent to the Bombardier 
School (Concho Field) to help open it. I received 
my license after a successful drop of my test chute. I 
packed chutes until the Field closed. 

The war was over, I was out of work, and gas 
rationing was lifted. Wanda Griffin, a long time 
friend, and I had a desire to go to California. We 
loaded my 1934 Ford and headed for San Diego. 
Wanda’s aunt said the Navy was hiring. We put our 
applications in, we were hired immediately. 

My job was covering F-4U airplane controls, and 
I was called ““Tex”’ by most people. 

I met Carl O. LaMunyon at work, and we were 
married in the First Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., I 
grew up in. We bought a home in San Diego, and 
both retired in 1972. I lost Carl in 1979. 

I visit Texas often and still think of it as my home. 

by Hazel Hudgens LaMunyon 


HUDGENS - MEDFORD 


I, Milton Glenn Hudgens, was born April 11, 1913, 
in San Angelo, to Nick and Ina Hudgens, fifth child 
of nine children. I lived at 720 West Highland until 
I married Jessie Medford, daughter of Joe and Mary 
Medford, December 24, 1934. 

I started to school at Fort Concho in 1920, went 
through the sixth, then to junior high on Magdalen, 
where there was a college years ago when my mother 
attended there. 

In 1929, I went to Stanley, New Mexico, to help 
with ranch work for Uncle Tom Holland, living in a 
dugout, riding a horse to town for supplies and mail 
once a week. Mother and Alvin, my brother, came 
for me in August 1930. 

Loving horses so much, I went to the polo field 
south of town and would lead the horses around after 
the polo players had practiced or played polo. 

Boyd Cochran, Mother’s cousin, gave me and my 
brother a pit bulldog named Tequilla. We would play 


Glenn and Jessie Hudgens 


with him, hitching him to our red wagon, and he 
would pull us around the neighborhood. Someone 
gave him poison, killing him, which nearly broke 
our hearts. 

I went to work for Sheffield Grocery the last of 
1931, working through 1932 delivering groceries. 
In 1933, I went to work for J.N. Young at a filling 
station on the corner of Abe and Avenue B, working 
there during the San Angelo flood of 1936, when 
the station and our apartment in back were washed 
away. I helped the city after the flood as a Santa Fe 
Park guard for two or three months. 

Then I went to work for Guido Kleypas at a filling 
station on the corner of Chadbourne and Washington, 
working 1937 through 1942. I worked in the oil fields 
from 1942 through 1962. I started working for Curtis 
Drilling Company in 1963, drilling water wells all 
over West Texas and in the city of San Angelo. I 
retired in 1983. 

Our son, Milton Dale, was born February 25, 1944, 
at Shannon Hospital. He started and finished school 
in San Angelo. He married Judy Nichols, June 15, 
1968. They have two children, Brian, 15, and Christi, 
11 years old. 

We attend the Church of Christ on Johnson Street. 
We are happy in our retirement, enjoying life, 
working in our yard, spending time with our son and 
wife, and especially our grandchildren. 

by Glenn Hudgens and Mrs. C.E. Arrott 


HUDGENS, ALVIN GEORGE 
“COTTON” 


A.G. “Cotton”? Hudgens was born in Eldorado, 
Texas, on November 12, 1907 to Nick and Ina 
Hudgens. A.G. moved with the family to San Angelo 
in 1908. A.G. was the 3rd child, second son, born in 
a family of 9 children. Nick and Ina moved to 720 
West Highland about 1910, to remain there for the 
rest of their lives. Alvin went to school at Fort 
Concho (South Ward) and Edison Junior High 
School. 

At the age of 17, Alvin began working for the 
Orient Railroad. Santa Fe took possession of the line 
in 1929. Alvin worked for the Santa Fe until he retired 
at the age of 65, in June of 1973. Alvin’s service 
came to 48 1/2 years. 


Alvin George “Cotton” Hudgens Family 


Alvin married Lorene Williamson on November 
11, 1937 in Big Spring. Lorene was the daughter of 
Keren Happeth Taite Chase Williamson, and was 
born in Humble, Texas. Lorene took the final name 
of Wilma Lorene Williamson, and her birthdate was 
September 27, 1914. 

Alvin and Lorene Hudgens have two daughters, 
Zona Ruth and Alvon, both born in San Angelo. Zona 
was born on September 14, 1938, and Alvon was 
born on November 4, 1939. 

Zona Ruth Hudgens married Gerald F. Curtis on 
September 20, 1963 and resides in Farmington Hills, 
Michigan, with their two children Leslie Elaine and 
Brian Fredrick Curtis. 

Alvon Hudgens married William E. Hughes from 
Columbus, Georgia, on January 16, 1965, and 
divorced on January of 1976. 

Alvin Hudgens was active as a Volunteer Fireman 
in San Angelo from 1929 to 1937. He is now active 
in the Masonic Lodge, Shrine, Order of the Eastern 
Star; and is a Deacon in the First Presbyterian Church 
in San Angelo. The family resides at 1401 S. 
Harrison, San Angelo. 

by Alvin George Hudgens 


HUDGENS, JOHN EDWARD 


i i ii 
John Edward Hudgens 
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I, John Edward Hudgens, was born September 4, 
1920, the eighth child (sixth son) of Nicholas Carrick 
Hudgens and Ina Holland Hudgens, in San Angelo, 
Tom Green County, Texas, at the family home place, 
720 West Highland Boulevard, my home for 43 
years. I attended Santa Rita Elementary School, 
Edison Junior High, and graduated from San Angelo 
High School in May, 1938. 

After working at M System Grocery Store #3 on 
West Beauregard for a year, and at M System 
Grocery Store #2 on South Chadbourne for another 
year, I attended San Angelo Junior College the school 
year of 1941/1942. Entry into World War II Air 
Forces came in November 1942. I served in England 
as an enlisted man with the 20th Fighter Group until 
October, 1945. The G.I. Bill enabled me to attend 
the University of Texas to graduate in 1949 with a 
Bachelor of Business Administration degree. 

At that time, I joined Pioneer Air Lines at the San 
Angelo Municipal Airport and worked with them 
through their sellout to Continental Airlines. I was 
with Continental Airlines until 1963, when the 
station’s office closed. I moved to the reservations 
office in El Paso, for three years as station assistant 
reservations manager. When that office consolidated 
with the Los Angeles reservations office, I moved 
to Lubbock, in May, 1966, as the assistant station 
manager, where I remained until retirement in 
February, 1981. I worked for the airlines for 32 years. 

I was a member, worker, and officer in the San 
Angelo First Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (now the 
St. Paul Presbyterian Church) until I moved away in 
1963. 

After retirement from the airlines, I worked as the 
voluntary secretary of the 20th Fighter Group 
Association, Inc., working with WWII Unit through 
1987. 

Ihave remained a bachelor throughout life. 

by John E. Hudgens and Mrs. C.E. Arrott 


HUDMAN, PAUL B., SR. 


Paul Bernard Hudman, Sr. was a descendant of a 
pioneer Texas family. The Hudmans moved from 
Chambers County, Alabama, to Rusk County, Texas, 
in the late 1840’s. Paul was born at home near Tolosa, 
Kaufman County, Texas, December 17, 1908. He was 
the fifth child born to Peter A. (Dunk) Hudman and 
Emma Canady Hudman. 

The son of a share cropper, Paul grew up poor 
and had little formal education. In five and one half 
years of school attendance, he was able to complete 
the eighth grade. His education was not completed 
until he was married and had a family. In 1937, he 
completed a correspondence course from Struby 
School of Pharmacy of Macon, Georgia. In 1940, 
he passed the New Mexico Board of Pharmacy 
exam and was licensed to practice pharmacy in that 
state. 

Practically all of Paul’s adult life was spent 
working in drugstores. When about sixteen years of 
age, he started working in a drug store at Estelline, 
Texas. Later he moved to Childress, and by 1927, 
had moved to Mertzon, where he worked at Mertzon 
Drug Company. 

While living in Mertzon, he met his first wife, 
Sybil Wood. They were married April 21, 1929, in 
Ballinger. They had one daughter, Tommye Lou 
born April 3, 1930, in San Angelo. This marriage 
ended in divorce in 1932. 

Paul moved to San Angelo about 1930 where he 
worked at El-Cos Drug, Angelus Pharmacy, Myers 
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Drug, and Curry Drug. On March 13, 1933, he 
married Mary Louise Smith, a Marlin, Texas, native 
who was attending Shannon School of Nursing. She 
is the daughter of James Harvey Smith and Winnie 
Goodwin Smith, now both deceased. 

Paul’s dream in his younger life was to be a 
medical doctor, but with lack of education, the 
Depression, and practically no opportunity for such 
study, his dream never came true. However, he was 
quite satisfied with his association with medicine and 
doctors thru his chosen profession of pharmacy. 
Respect for medical doctors and an honest, ethical 
approach to pharmacy were the trademarks of his 
professional career. 

On September 12, 1945, Paul and Mary Lou 
reached a long awaited goal when they opened Paul 
Hudman Drug Store at 201 North Main in San 
Angelo. The store is still in operation and is presently 
owned by Paul’s partner, Harold Gerhardt. The 
business slogan for Hudman Drug Store, “It’s a 
Pleasure to Serve You,” was a message from the heart 
of Paul Hudman. 

Mary Lou and Paul lived in east San Angelo 
practically all their married life. He became a leader 
in his neighborhood and pressure from his friends, 
neighbors, and businessmen sent him into the 
political arena in 1954. In April of that year he was 
elected to the City Commission for a two year term. 
He did not seek re-election. 

In 1960, he once again entered politics when he 
was elected mayor of San Angelo. He was persuaded 
by a blind, local college student, R.J. Herrington, to 
be a write-in candidate for mayor since the incum- 
bent was running unopposed. He agreed to serve if 
elected, but would neither announce his candidacy 
nor campaign for the office. He stunned San Angelo 
by winning in a landslide and carried thirteen of 
the city’s seventeen voting boxes. When his term 
ended in 1962. He did not seek re-election. 

Paul was a charter member of the East Angelo 
Lions Club, a member of the Masonic Lodge, and a 
Shriner. He was a member of Harris Avenue Baptist 
Church. After his term as mayor, he was elected 
board chairman of the proposed Security National 
Bank of San Angelo which was to be located in east 
San Angelo. He had hoped the bank would help 
bolster the part of town he loved, lived in, and worked 
in throughout most of his life. The Charter was later 
rejected by the Federal Banking Commission. 

Paul’s hobbies were gardening, trading livestock, 
and especially raising quarter horses. San Angelo lost 
a respected leader, family man, and friend on April 
28, 1963, when Paul Hudman died unexpectedly at 
the age of fifty-four. 

Paul and Mary Louise Hudman had two sons, 
Paul B. Hudman, Jr. and Gary D. Hudman. Paul was 
born March 20, 1934, and married LaWanda Jo Hall 
on August 20, 1957. They have two children, Mark 
Duane, born October 15, 1958, and Becky Ruth, born 
April 1, 1965. Gary D. was born June 7, 1947. He 
has two children, Dawn Michelle, born November 
14, 1970, and John Paul, born August 31, 1978. 

On December 18, 1970, Mary Louise Hudman 
married Fred Gray who died September 28, 1977. 
Mary Louise still resides in San Angelo as do the 
two sons. 

by Paul B. Hudman, Jr. 


HUDMAN, PAULB., JR. 


Paul Bernard Hudman, Jr. was born March 20, 
1934, in San Angelo. He is the older of two sons 


Paul B. Hudman, Jr. 


born to Paul B. Hudman, Sr. and Mary Lou Smith 
Hudman. He attended San Angelo schools while 
growing up and graduated in 1952 from San Angelo 
High School. He then attended Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas, and received a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in 1956. On August 20, 1957, he married La Wanda 
Jo Hall, daughter of I-R. Hall and Josephine Benton 
Hall. 

Paul entered the United States Army in 1956, and 
was discharged as a Ist Lieutenant in 1960. He did 
his basic and advanced infantry training at Ft. Carson, 
Colorado, and completed it in 1957. He attended 
Infantry Officers Candidate School at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, and graduated as a 2nd Lieutenant in 1958. 
After this, he completed the Basic Armor Officers 
Course and a competitive marksmanship instructor 
course at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. Later he became a 
company commander in the Basic Officer’s Battalion 
of the United States Army Armor School. 

After completing his military service, Paul entered 
Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medicine from 
which he graduated in 1964, with a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine degree. He then entered into 
practice in San Angelo with Dr. Charles Koberg and 
Dr. J.B. Joy, and became a partner in the Koberg, 
Joy, Hudman Veterinary Clinic at 928 N. Bell. In 
1969, Paul left this clinic to establish Hudman 
Veterinary Clinic at 730 West 14th Street. He was 
active in both small and large animal practice. In 
1976, Paul sold his clinic and large animal practice 
but continued in small animal practice only. He 
established and still owns College Hills Animal 
Hospital at 4201 College Hills Blvd. 

In 1984, Paul entered into a second occupation 
as a restaurant owner. He is a stockholder in The 
Original Zentner’s Steak House, Inc. doing business 
as Zentner’s Steak House at 2715 Sherwood Way, 
San Angelo. 

Like his father, Paul has been active in community 
leadership. He spent twelve years on the San Angelo 
Independent School District’s Board of Trustees, 
serving from 1973 to 1985. He served as treasurer 
and as vice president and spent six consecutive years 
as the Board’s President. He is amember of the First 
Baptist Church and past member of the Elk’s Club 
and East Side Lion’s Club. He is a member and past 


president of the Tom Green County Veterinary 
Medical Association, a member of the Texas 
Veterinary Medical Association and the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. He is a former 
member of the Board of Directors of the Texas 
Veterinary Medical Association and past member of 
the Texas Academy of Veterinary Medicine. Paul 
belongs to and has served as president of the West 
Texas A&M Club. 

Paul is an avid bird hunter. His hobbies include 
raising bird dogs, hunting, fishing, genealogy, and 
sports. He is an animal lover and an active country 
music fan. 

Paul and Wanda have two children, Mark Duane, 
born October 15, 1958, in Ft. Knox, Kentucky, and 
Becky Ruth, born April 1, 1965, in San Angelo, 
Texas. 

by Mark Hudman 


HUDSON, WAYNE 


Wayne Hudson was born at San Angelo on August 
21, 1936. His parents, C.E. and Una Lois Hudson, 
were farmers living in eastern Tom Green County, 
Texas. His grandparents, R.C. and Lula Bell Johnson, 
migrated to Tom Green County in 1904 and 
purchased farm land on the eastern Tom Green 
County line. 

Wayne married Wanda Wuistinger on August 10, 
1957. She was born at Abilene on October 27, 1939. 
They have two sons, Terry and Ronnie Hudson. 

Wayne Hudson and his parents went into the dairy 
business in the fall of 1955. They worked together 
as a dairy farm family until the end of 1961. In 1962, 
Wayne and his wife, Wanda, moved to the Fairview 
Community of Tom Green County and bought the 
V.H. and Myrtle Smith dairy farm. Over the years 
they increased their milk cow herd to 300 cows 
being milked twice per day. They also had another 
150 to 200 head of other dairy cattle at the same 
time. After operating a family dairy farm for two 
decades, they sold the dairy herd and quit milking 
dairy cows in 1981. 

In the early 1970’s Wayne and Wanda Hudson 
were among the first individuals in the U.S. to 
purchase some Simmental cattle semen from 
breeders in Canada to A.I. breed their dairy cows. 
The half Simmental-Dairy cow calves made larger 
weaned size market animals. These animals were a 
by-product from operating the Grade A Dairy Herd. 
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Some of the first Simmental Cattle in Tom Green County about 1972. Wanda and Wayne Hudson 


The Wayne Hudson family has been a pioneer in 
bringing Simmental beef cattle to Tom Green County. 
The Simmental cattle were first imported to Canada 
from Europe in 1967. The Simmentals have many 
advantages for improving the beef cattle produced 
in the U.S. 

Wayne and Wanda Hudson have been very active 
in helping to promote the youth programs in the 4-H 
Clubs and the F.F.A. Chapters in Tom Green County. 
They were responsible for helping to form the Junior 
Simmental Heifer Show as part of the San Angelo 
Livestock Show. In addition, they also were respon- 
sible for helping to form the Simmental Breeders of 
West Texas. This successful breed association has 
been very successful in promoting the Simmental 
cattle to the ranchers in West Texas. Wayne Hudson 
has served as President of the Simmental Breeders 
of West Texas Association for several years. Wanda 
has been the treasurer. 

Their sons, Terry and Ronnie, both have 
Simmental herds of their own and work with them 
in their operation. 

by Wayne and Wanda Hudson 


HUFF, FRANK 


Frank Huff was born on July 29, 1882 near 
Winchester, in Fayette County, Texas. His parents 
were Benjamin Franklin (B.F.) and Elizabeth 
Kennedy Huff, whose parents before them were 
native Texans, having spent their lives in or near 
Fayette County. Frank, his brother Oscar (born in 
1880), Ike (born in 1884), Raymond (born in 1890), 
and sister Maude (born in 1893) were all born in 
Fayette County. In 1898 the Huffs left Fayette 
County and moved to Knickerbocker, Texas. 

On November 26, 1905 Frank Huff married Sally 
Van Arthur at Knickerbocker. Sally’s parents — 
Stephen Dexter and Eliza Jane Arthur — and her ten 
brothers and sisters had moved to Knickerbocker in 
1887. They had traveled from Waco in two wagons 
and a hack, living in two tents during the journey, 
and driving a herd of 185 Longhorn cattle. Stephen 
D. Arthur, Sally’s father, erected a water wheel 
cotton gin, and the first cotton to be ginned in the 
county was ginned there. 

After their marriage, Frank bought a farm in 
Knickerbocker, and for the next twenty-two years 
was involved in the agriculture of the area — cotton, 
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as 


Frank Huff, age 18 (1900) 


grain crops, cows and sheep. He even found time to 
make molasses down on Dove Creek. 

Three children were born to the Huffs while living 
at Knickerbocker. Frankie Van Huff was born in 1912 
and died of diphtheria when he was eight years old. 
Sylvia Evelyn Huff was born in 1922. In 1946 she 
married John K. Firey in Ballinger, Texas. They now 
live on a farm amid the scenic, rolling, blackjack 
hills west of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Raymond Dexter 
Huff was born in 1925. In 1947, during his tenure in 
the Air Force, he married Bessie Grigar. In 1979 
Raymond died, leaving behind his wife and five 
children, who now reside in San Angelo. 

Frank’s daughter, Sylvia, recalls those early days 
in Knickerbocker when they used to bring the baby 
lambs into the house during the long, cold winter 


Frank Huff, Sally Van Huff and Frankie Van Huff 
(age 4). Taken in San Angelo about 1916. 
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nights to keep them warm. The Huff’s were members 
of the Methodist Church in Knickerbocker. Frank 
attended a barber school in San Angelo and barbered 
a few years in Knickerbocker. 

About 1927 Frank, Sally, Sylvia and Raymond 
loaded up their belongings and moved to 3843 Travis 
Street in San Angelo where they remained until 
Sally’s death in 1960. After his wife’s death Frank 
moved to Oklahoma to live with his daughter, Sylvia 
Firey. His only request was that when he died he 
would be laid beside his beloved wife in 
Knickerbocker. 

Those last ten years of his life were quiet, 
reflective years. He stayed in his own little cottage 
next to the Firey home, took walks around the farm, 
watched television and attended all the parties and 
get-togethers held at the home. He was not a big 
talker, but when he did speak, there was something 
about the wit and wisdom of his words that made 
you sit up and listen. Frank Huff died on July 13, 
1970 and was buried in Knickerbocker Cemetery. 
He was 87. 

by Steve Firey 


HUGHES, ALLIE T. 
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Allie T. Hughes, 16 years old - St. Nazairre, France, 
World War I, 20 Aug. 1917. Gave to sailor in YMCA 
to bring picture to his mother, Lydia Hughes, 
Wimberly, Texas 


Allie T. Hughes and his twin brother, Arlie P. 
Hughes, were born to Nathan Emory and Mary Lidie 
Hughes on January 25, 1901, in Hays County at 
Wimberley, Texas. The family moved to San Marcos, 
Texas, in 1905. Later, they moved to a small farm 
near Red Rock, Texas. 

When war was declared against Germany in April, 
1917, he volunteered and was sent to Houston. There 
the Senior Medical Officer turned his application 
down because Allie was only 16. After being refused 
in Houston, he went to San Antonio to try to join the 
Navy. Here he met with another refusal due to his 
age. He was told to cross the street and tell the regular 
Army recruiter that he was 18 and they would enlist 
him. Following this advice, Allie enlisted in the 
regular Army on June 2, 1917, for the field artillery. 
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As it turned out, he was the youngest soldier in the 
1st Division. 

After he completed boot camp, a letter was 
received from his congressman, whereupon he was 
transferred to the only Wagon Company at that time. 

On July 24, 1917, the company boarded the train 
at Fort Sam Houston and headed for France. They 
arrived in Brooklyn Navy Yard after dark on July 
29, 1917. They boarded the troop transport, 
Saratoga. The ship, for secrecy reasons, moved out 
to the larger part of New York harbor and anchored. 
About 3:00 p.m. on July 30, 1917 in beautiful 
weather, the Saratoga was struck by another ship, 
the Panama, and began to sink. The Panama had 
German officers and a Portuguese crew aboard. 

The 1200 men and 74 nurses aboard were quickly 
picked up and taken to shore. Hughes, not being 
assigned to a life station or life preserver, was the 
last man to leave the ship. A Navy officer told him 
to throw a mattress in the water and jump on it, for it 
would float for three days. Hughes was picked up 
by an old man and a small boy in a tugboat. From 
there he was taken to the Marine transport 
Henderson. 

On July 31, 1917, the men boarded a ferry to go 
to Fort Totten, New York. While passing the Statue 
of Liberty, the ferry scraped a buoy, making a loud 
noise. The ferry had two decks and was very 
overloaded. After hearing the noise, all the pas- 
sengers rushed to one side in order to find out what 
happened. This caused the ferry to capsize, but they 
swam out. 

These hard luck troops finally arrived at Fort 
Totten and received new clothing and equipment 
since they had lost almost everything when the ship 
sank. On August 6, 1917, they set sail for France 
aboard the troop transport Lenape. They arrived at 
St. Nazaire on August 20 after having encountered a 
submarine attack at Belle Island. 

In France, Allie hauled food, supplies, and 
ammunition to the front, where trucks and trains 
could not travel. 

On October 27, 1918, a wagon turned over on 
Hughes and he was pulled through the mud for a 
short distance. Four soldiers holding Hughes up ina 
blanket carried him back where he was picked up 
by a Model T Ford ambulance and taken to a base 
hospital in Nevers, France. This hospital was a 
converted convent named after Bernadette Soubiros, 
a Sister of Nevers. Her body is still preserved in the 
chapel. 

Allie remained in this hospital until the armistice 
was signed on November 11, 1918. After being 
discharged from the hospital, he remained in France 
until June, 1919. 

Upon returning to the United States, he spent one 
year in the regular Army, the 3rd U.S. Infantry at 
Fort Sam Houston and at Eagle Pass, Texas. This is 
the oldest regiment in the service. Then he joined 
the Navy and served over three years. It was in these 
three years that he traveled to such places as Mexico, 
Costa Rica, Panama, Chile, Hawaii, Midway, Guam, 
The Philippines, China, and Japan. 

After leaving the Navy in September, 1923, he 
worked in the construction business with his father, 
a masonry contractor. During World War II, he 
followed the government construction in Texas, 
Tennessee, Iowa, Utah, Nevada, and Alabama. 

On May 29, 1925, Allie married Lorena Draper 
of San Saba County. Lorena is the daughter of Lee 
and Lena Draper. Allie and Lorena moved to San 
Angelo in 1944. They have one son, Dr. Don Hughes. 


Allie T. Hughes 


Allie worked at Goodfellow Field at first and then 
decided to start a masonry contracting business of 
his own. He was a contractor until he retired in 1982. 

Over the years he did the masonry work on many 
large buildings. Among the churches he built was 
the First Methodist, the First Christian, the First 
Baptist, Immanuel Baptist, a Catholic Church at 116 
South Oakes, and many other smaller churches. He 
worked on five buildings at Texas Tech University. 
He worked on the library and five smaller buildings 
at Angelo State University. He worked on Central 
High School in San Angelo. 

He also served for six years on the San Angelo 
City Commission. From April, 1958, to April, 1962, 
he served as Mayor Pro Tem and from 1962 to 1964 
he was Mayor of San Angelo. He was active in Little 
League and Teenage baseball programs as sponsor 
and coach, as well as the San Angelo Lake Board, 
American Legion, and VFW. 

[Mr. Hughes died March 21, 1988, and is buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery. ] 

by Allie T. Hughes 


HULING, GEORGE STERLING 


George Sterling Huling was born February 20, 
1844. He married Mary G. Marble on November 8, 
1895, in Lebanon, Texas. They homesteaded land in 
the then territory of Oklahoma and received a deed 
to the land, signed by the secretary of then President 
Theodore Roosevelt, on March 19, 1904. George and 
Mary later moved to San Angelo, Texas. 

George and Mary had two children, Cora Lee, born 
May 27, 1868, (Cora Lee Haynes died February 17, 
1945) and James Marshall (Jim) born October 10, 
1869. 

George Sterling Huling owned and operated a 
furniture store in the early 1900’s. Located at about 
64 N. Chadbourne, it was two doors north of what is 
now the Roosevelt Hotel. He was a member of the 
“Spit and Whittle Club” that used to swap stories 
around the old gray wooden horse that stood in front 
of the Andrew Saddle Shop located in the unit block 
of South Chadbourne. In the early days of San 
Angelo, the local Confederate Army veterans would 
gather around the old gray horse almost daily. They 
would use this time to tell stories of their experiences 
and victories of the Civil War. Listed are some of 
the names of men who could be found most every 


day between nine and twelve in the morning and two 
and six in the afternoon sitting on the platform under 
the Old Gray Horse in times gone by: (See Footnote) 


R.C. Bates George Huling WS. Robinson 
D.E. Cocreham W.S. Kelly O.F. Spring 
Henry Ditmore W.B. Kersey Oliver P. Taylor 
G.D. Felton H.A. Liles A. Wilkerson 
A.J. Flowers W.H. McMahan = Z..T. Williams 
FP. Frink Ed Nunally W.M. Whitfield 
Jim Hinde Nat Reeves 


The Old Gray Horse is housed in the Fort Concho 
Museum. 

George Huling died on November 23, 1911 and 
Mary died in 1927. Both are buried in the Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

George’s son, James Marshall (Jim) married 
Luvena Morrison, who was born November 18, 
1889. Jim operated farms in Oklahoma, presumably 
those homesteaded by his father. Jim and Luvena 
had six children: Pauline, John Marshall, Clyde D., 
Jessie Lee (Stidham), Mayme Mollie, and Ina Marie. 
All of the children of Jim and Luvena lived in San 
Angelo at one time or another. Jim died July 16, 1951 
and Luvena died October 2, 1935. Both are buried 
at Blair, Oklahoma. 

by Gerald Huling and Diana Block Huling 


HULING, GERALD SANFORD 
and TOMMIE JO (MOULTON) 


Gerald Sanford (Bitsy) Huling and Tommie Jo 
Moulton were married on June 2, 1946, in San 
Angelo, Texas. They have three children, all born in 
San Angelo: a son, Gregory Sanford, and daughters 
Leslie Leigh and Lisa Paige. Gregory (Greg) was 
born April 23, 1950, and married Janet Simcik. They 
have two sons, Grant Sterling Huling and Garrett 
Simcik Huling. Leslie was born on July 28, 1953, 
married Tom Austin, and they have one daughter, 
Stacy Lynn Austin. Lisa was born on April 29, 1963, 
and is a surgical nurse. 

Bitsy was born in Blair, Oklahoma, on July 23, 
1924, to John Marshall Huling and Mora Nell Stokes. 
He graduated from San Angelo High School in 1941 
and then attended San Angelo Junior College. He 
joined the Army in 1943 and served as a medical 
aide with the 28th Infantry Division in Europe in 
World War II. After being honorably discharged 
from the Army in 1945, Bitsy married Tommie 
Moulton. He attended San Angelo College and then 
Texas Tech, where he graduated in December of 
1949. He then joined his father, John Marshall and 
brother, James Marshall (Jake) in the family business 
of San-Tex Feed and Mineral Company. 

San-Tex Feed and Mineral Company was sold in 
1963 to owners in Fort Worth, Texas. They hired 
Bitsy as General Manager and he was later named 
President of San-Tex. He left San-Tex in 1970 to 
join Bryce Oil Company and in 1980 became 
associated with Maverick Oil Company. He retired 
in July of 1986. 

Tommie Jo Moulton was born in Wellington, 
Texas, on December 27, 1927 to Joe E. Moulton and 
Martha Ella Turnbough. Tommie graduated from 
San Angelo High School in 1945. 

Bitsy remembers well the Flood of 1936. He was 
about twelve years old and a Junior High School 
student at the school on Magdalen Street. It had been 
raining and the water was rising in the streets. The 
school administration decided to release the students 
from school. Walking past the Shannon Hospital, he 


saw row boats tied in front of the hospital. With the 
river on the rise he was unable to get to his home on 
North Monroe. Bitsy decided to go down to the 
Chadbourne Street Bridge to watch the water. He 
remembers how the fire department was at the bridge 
setting fire to the houses that had been washed up 
against the bridge. It was two or three days before 
he could return home. Bitsy also remembers that 
after the waters had receded, he and his friends went 
to the City Park and picked up bottles of soda 
scattered on park grounds. 
by Gerald Huling and Diana Block Huling 


HULING, JAMES MARSHALL 
and CARMEN OPAL (LANE) 


Carmen Opal Lane Huling and James (Jake) 
Marshall Huling, Sr. 


James Marshall (Jake) Huling, Sr. was born June 
20, 1922 in Blair, Oklahoma. On June 2, 1947 he 
married Carmen Opal Lane (born November 6, 1924 
in Coryell County, Texas). They have two children: 
James Marshall Huling, Jr., who married Diana 
Block, and Deborah Kay Huling who married Miles 
(Mike) Allen Wyatt. 

At present there are six grandchildren: Danya 
Victoria Huling, Justin Marshall Huling, Lindsay 
Lane Huling — Heath Allen Wyatt, Todd Michael 
Wyatt and Jacob Miles Wyatt. Jake Huling passed 
away August 28, 1981 in Big Spring, Texas and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

Jake was the son of John Marshall Huling (born 
September 2, 1899 in Oklahoma) and Mora Nell 
Stokes Huling (born March 26, 1905 in Sonora, 
Texas). He has one brother, Gerald S. (Bitsy) and a 
sister, Lou Monette Lasater. In 1930, the family 
moved from Oklahoma to Sonora. Jake attended 
grade school in Sonora. The family then moved to 
San Angelo in 1935 and Jake graduated from San 
Angelo High School in 1939. In March of 1942, he 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps and served in the 
South Pacific Theatre. He served in the Corps until 
January of 1946. 

After the service, Jake worked with his father, 
John Marshall and brother, Gerald, in the family 
owned San-Tex Feed and Mineral Company. Jake 
became President of the Company after the death of 
his father in 1950. He remained there until 1964. He 
then worked for Morton Salt Company for several 
years and for a time owned the Red Bluff Country 
Store. 

James Marshall (Jake) Huling Sr. was a Mason 
and a member of the Elks Lodge. 


Carmen Opal Lane is the daughter of Walter 
Averille Lane (born April 5, 1896 in Valley Mills, 
Texas) and Mamie Opal Short (born June 19, 1903 
in Hearst Springs, Texas). Carmen has a twin sister, 
Cleo Lane Stroman and three brothers, Ralph, 
George and Stanley Lane. She attended grade school 
at Millersview, Texas, High School in Bronte, Texas 
and graduated in 1944 from San Angelo Junior 
College. Carmen began her career with financial 
institutions by joining San Angelo National Bank 
where she worked for four years. She took a leave 
to raise her family and in 1964 returned to work at 
Texas State Bank. In 1966, she went to work for 
San Angelo Federal Savings and Loan (now San 
Angelo Savings Association). She was employed 
there for many years. 

Carmen is a member of the First United Methodist 
Church of San Angelo. She passed away on her 71st 
birthday, Nov. 6, 1995. 

by Diana Huling 


HULING, JAMES MARSHALL, 
JR. and DIANA MARIE (BLOCK) 


After leaving San Angelo and living away for 
nearly ten years, Marshall and Diana Huling moved 
back to San Angelo and decided to make their home 
in Tom Green County. Marshall and Diana have 
three children; Danya Victoria, Justin Marshall and 
Lindsay Lane. 

James Marshall Huling, Jr. was born on October 
11, 1948 in San Angelo. He is the son of James 
Marshall (Jake) Huling, Sr. and Carmen Opal Lane. 
He has a sister, Deborah Kay Huling Wyatt. 
Marshall attended Austin Elementary, Washington 
and Lee Jr. Highs and San Angelo Central High, 
graduating in 1966. He graduated in 1970 with a 
Bachelor of Business Administration Degree from 
Angelo State University where he was a member of 
Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. 

Diana Marie Block is the daughter of Wilbert 
Bernard Block and Doris Helen Schwartz. Diana was 
born in San Angelo on March 1, 1949. She has a 
sister, Jean Ann Block Hohensee and a brother, 
Michael Joseph Block. Attending Fairview 
Elementary, San Angelo and Wall High School, she 
graduated in 1967. That same year, Diana was the 
Tom Green County and District 6 Farm Bureau 
Queen and First Runner up in the state contest. She 
attended Angelo State University, where she was the 
1969 Homecoming Queen, Drill team member, 
Who’s Who, and active in student government. 
Diana graduated in 1971 with a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree. 

Marshall and Diana were married on January 9, 
1971. They lived in San Angelo, where Marshall 
was employed by Lake Nasworthy Marina. On 
November 3, 1971, their first child Danya Victoria 
was born. 

In 1972, they moved to Lubbock, Texas where 
Marshall acquired a position with Gulf Insurance 
Company as a Casualty Underwriter. It was in 
Lubbock that on September 23, 1975, a son was 
born, Justin Marshall (the fifth generation J.M. 
Huling). Later that same year, the family moved to 
Grand Prairie, Texas (Dallas County). Marshall went 
to work for Industrial Indemnity Insurance which 
later merged with Crum and Forster Insurance 
Companies of Dallas. 

In June of 1981, the family moved back to San 
Angelo where Marshall was employed by Fields, 
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The James Marshall and Diana Block Huling Family 


Front Row L-R: Justin, Lindsay and Diana. Back Row L-R: J. Marshall and Danya. Picture taken in 1989 


Stewart and Associates. In 1984, he became a partner 
in the company now known as Fields-Stewart- 
Dolliver Insurance Consultants. On April 16, 1984 
a third child was born, Lindsay Lane Huling. 

Danya and Justin are active in sports and are honor 
students. Diana is a housewife, active in PTA and 
civic activities. Marshall is a member of Optimist, 
Leadership San Angelo and other civic activities. 
The family is a member of Holy Angels Catholic 
Church and resides in Pecan Valley, south of San 
Angelo. 

by Diana Block Huling 


HULING, JOHN MARSHALL 
and MORA NELL (STOKES) 


John Marshall Huling (Marshall) was born on 
September 2, 1899, in Oklahoma. He was the son of 
James Marshall (Jim) Huling and Luvena Morrison. 
Marshall moved to San Angelo in about 1919 after 
serving in the Army in World War I. He met Mora 
Nell Stokes at a Baptist Encampment at Christoval, 
Texas. Mora was born March 26, 1906 in Sonora, 
Texas. Her parents were Sam Houston Stokes (born 
on November 15, 1860 in Madison County) and 
Vivoli Nixon (born on August 10, 1862 in Bastrop 
County, Texas). 
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Sam Houston Stokes was the eldest son of Joseph 
Hampton Stokes and Ann Eliza Dawson. Ann 
Dawson was the first white child born in Harris 
County. She was born on a grant of labor land which 
later became the city of Houston. 

John Marshall Huling and Mora Nell Stokes were 
married August 15, 1921 in San Angelo. Marshall 
and his wife, Mora, moved to Oklahoma and farmed 
with his father James Marshall (Jim) Huling. After 
several bad years in the farming business, ending 
with a disastrous hail storm that wiped out all the 
crops in 1930, Marshall and Mora moved back to 
Sonora, where he worked in a local wool house and 
later for his brother-in-law, H.V. (Buzzie) Stokes, in 
the Stockmen Feed Store. 

They moved to San Angelo in 1935, where he later 
established San-Tex Feed and Mineral Company. It 
was located at 1001 Pulliam Street (at the railroad 
overpass). One of Marshall’s biggest accomplish- 
ments was that he was one of the pioneers in livestock 
mineral nutrition. He was also a member of the 
former San Angelo Manufacturers Association. 

Marshall and Mora had three children: James 
Marshall (Jake), Gerald Sanford (Bitsy), and Lou 
Monette. Jake married Carmen Lane and they have 
two children, James Marshall Jr. and Deborah Kay. 
Bitsy married Tommie Jo Moulton and they have 


John Marshall Huling 


Mora Nell Stokes Huling 


three children, Gregory Sanford, Leslie Leigh and 
Lisa Paige. Monette married Albert Lasater and they 
have two sons, Lauren and Lance. 

Marshall died on his birthday, September 2, 1950, 
and Mora died May 30, 1969. Both are buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery, in San Angelo. 

by Gerald Huling and Diana Block Huling 


HUNT, J.B. and EDITH 


J.B. Hunt was born April 1909 in San Saba County, 
Texas, son of John Thomas and Addie Pacilla 
(Joiner) Hunt. He was married 7 April 1932 to Edith 
Hasty. Edith was born 24 October 1912 in Tom Green 
County, daughter of Charles B. and Emma Jane 
(Goodrum) Hasty. 

J.B.’s first full-time job was with Cities Service 
Oil Company in San Angelo in 1929. His job 
included recruiting new customers, delivering 


Edith and J.B. Hunt 


gasoline and kerosene to stores and service stations 
in San Angelo and outlying towns, farms, and 
ranches, including the store at Vancourt that he and 
his wife later bought. In 1942 he joined the Civil 
Service, working first at Goodfellow Air Force Base 
and then at Pyote Air Force Base, doing sheet metal- 
work on airplanes, including B-29s. 

After the war, he attended San Angelo Business 
College, majoring in accounting. He and Edith 
bought the Vancourt Store at Vancourt, Texas in July 
1948. J.B. became postmaster in 1949, with Edith 
as assistant postmaster. Their store hours were from 
sunup to sundown six days a week. During cotton- 
picking season the hours were often longer — the store 
stayed open until the last farmer finished plowing 
and stopped by the store for last minute supplies 
before going home. 

Before she married, Edith worked at Woolworth’s 
in San Angelo about three years. She attended a 
school in Abilene for decorating Easter eggs with 
icing, a skill she has used decorating beautiful 
birthday cakes for her children, nieces, nephews, and 
other relatives. When she married, she quit work to 
be a housewife and mother. I remember her sewing 
late into the night, making me beautiful dresses with 
lots of lace and ruffles. After her children were 
grown, she went to work at Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
where she became head of the children’s department. 
She quit work in 1969 to help in the store. 

J.B. and Edith sold the store and retired in 1972. 
They have enjoyed their retirement, traveling over 
the United States, fishing, and working on their many 
hobbies. They celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary in 1982 with a reception attended by a 
large number of family and friends. 

Children of J.B. and Edith Hunt: Betty Jane 
“Janie,” married Bernell “Doc”? Smith; and Buddy 
Tom, married Carolyn Kay Peek. They have six 
grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


HUNT, JOHN and ADDIE 
(JOINER) 


John Thomas Hunt was born | April 1886 in San 
Saba County, Texas, son of William C. and Mirandia 
Puckett (Allen) Hunt. He was married to Addie 
Pacilla Joiner 14 July 1908 in San Saba County. 
Addie was born 12 April 1876 in Burnet County, 
Texas, daughter of John A. and Mary Albine 
(Smith) Joiner. They homesteaded in Castleford, 


Tom and Addie Hunt 


Idaho until Addie’s health forced them to move to 
Tom Green County in 1921, farming near Carlsbad, 
then to Blackwell, Texas, and finally near Twin 
Mountain area of Tom Green County. 

Called Paw by his children and Paw-Paw by his 
grandchildren, Tom once said that he farmed from 5 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; his children helped farm and he 
thought that was long enough hours for them to work. 
He loved to hunt and fish. He was expert at making 
wooden handled shooters. He admonished his 
grandchildren to never kill anything they didn’t 
intend to eat. With his laughing blue Irish eyes, he 
made it hard for anyone to be sad or mad when he 
was around. In later years, he worked in the 
Maintenance Department of San Angelo High 
School. Many winter mornings he left home at 3 
a.m. to light the boilers so the building would be 
warm when school started. He rode a bicycle in later 
years, saying it kept his joints limbered up and 
recommended it was the best form of exercise, next 
to walking. 

Addie played the organ in her younger years for 
services at the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 
China Creek, San Saba County. Her family’s organ 
was donated to the church when they moved. Making 
quilts and crocheting were her favorite hobbies. 
Rising early every morning, she had her housework 
done before daylight. She was plagued with a form 
of asthmatic bronchitis all her life, as were many of 
her ancestors and are many descendants. 

Tom died in 1956 and Addie died in 1959, both in 
San Angelo, Texas. They are buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

Their children: J.B., married Edith Hasty; 
Thurman Othellan, married (1) Burnice Simpson, (2) 
Prebel Reed; Nora, married Cecil Hasty; Elbert 
David, married (1) Josephine Key, (2) Beulah 
Lasater; John C., married Willie Mae “Bill’’ 
Williams; and Matilda Mae, died young. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


HUNTLEY - PRIMM 


Robert Thurlow Huntley was born May 29, 1881, 
in Union County, Arkansas, to W. C. and Flora 
(Knolls) Huntley. He married Mary Pastora Primm 
on December 15, 1901. She was born October 19, 
1881, in Union County, Arkansas, to Edward and 
Ann Virginia Caroline (Ballard) Primm. Thurlow 
and Pastora lived on a farm near Mt. Holly, Arkansas. 
Their six oldest children; Gernon, Eva, Altus, Ruby, 


Mary Pastora (Primm) Huntley, ca. 1940 


Caston and Lloyd were born in Arkansas, and the 
youngest, Mary D., was born in Texas. 

In 1923, they moved to Tom Green County and 
bought some land on the Christoval Road and cleared 
it for farm land. The children attended Fairview 
School. In 1934, they bought some land on the 
Country Club Road and farmed there until 1941. At 
that time they sold the land and bought a home in 
San Angelo. Robert Thurlow died May 9, 1954 and 
Mary Pastora died October 17, 1968. 

by Juanita Robertson Huntley 


HUNTLEY - ROBERTSON 


Lloyd Alford Huntley was born in Mt. Holly, 
Arkansas, August 22, 1921, to Robert Thurlow and 
Mary Pastora (Primm) Huntley. The Huntleys 
moved to Post, Texas, in 1922. Then in 1923, they 
bought some land on the Christoval Road and cleared 
it for farm land. Lloyd attended school at Fairview. 

Juanita Stuart Robertson was born March 22, 
1922, north of San Angelo in a community called 
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Lloyd and Juanita (Robertson) Huntley in 1948, with 
their children, Ronny, Laurette and Elaine 


Lake View. Her parents were Marvin G. and Laura 
Stuart Robertson. They moved to Christoval in 1926. 
She attended school at Christoval and San Angelo. 
Lloyd and Juanita were married August 24, 1940, in 
Big Spring, Texas. Their three children were born in 
San Angelo; Ronald in 1941, Laurette in 1944 and 
Elaine in 1948. Lloyd joined the Navy in May, 1944, 
during World War II and was on the troop transport, 
U.S.S. Logan A.P.A in the South Pacific and was 
discharged in January, 1946. 

Lloyd started working for Wendland Manu- 
facturing Company and worked there for 32 years. 
Lloyd and Juanita lived in or near San Angelo most 
of their married life. A short time was spent in Oregon 
and Sherwood, Texas. Ronald lives in San Angelo 
and has two sons, Brian and Steve. Laurette lives in 
San Angelo and is married to Ray Ernst. They have 
two children, Ella and Jeff. Elaine lives in Robert 
Lee, Texas, and is married to Tom Lee. Elaine has 
three children, Chancey Burrows, Brande Burrows 
and Shelley Burrows. Tom has two sons, Todd and 
Michael. 

by Juanita Robertson Huntley 


HYMAN, EDWARD S. 


Edward S. Hyman was born March 11, 1904, in 
Rosebud, Texas, where his father ran a general store 
and did a little stock farming. After finishing high 
school, Ed went to Southwestern University in 
Georgetown. Hardly had his second year started, 
when his father’s health failed and he had to leave 
school to manage the store. He had his mother and 
three younger sisters; so much of the family’s 
financial responsibilities were his. 

For twelve years he ran the store, and all the time 
he thought about returning to college. This time he 
wanted to try A&M so he could study agriculture. In 
1935 he made that step. It wasn’t easy after being 
out of school twelve years. But in 1938, with that 
dreamed-of degree, a new job, and a new bride, he 
moved to Snyder, Texas, where he was AAA 
administrator. He married Evelyn Ward of Reagan, 
Texas in 1938. 

By now there was a heavy workload in the AAA 
office in San Angelo; so W.I. Marschall, district 
agent, asked Ed to move to San Angelo. He worked 
with AAA until 1939 when it was divorced from the 
Extension Service. 

Then he moved back to Snyder for his first County 
Agent job. There he stayed until 1944 when he 
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moved to Mason as County Agent. In Mason County, 
he organized one of the state’s top 4-H Clubs. He 
was appointed secretary of the Hill Country Breeders 
Association, a post he held for twelve years. 

In 1953, he was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Award by the National Association of County Agents. 

Ed moved to San Angelo as County Agent of Tom 
Green County in 1955. He was elected Secretary of 
the Concho Hereford Association in 1956. Ed 
organized the Calf Scramble at the San Angelo Stock 
Show and Rodeo. He was chairman for ten years. 
He served as Assistant Superintendent of the Junior 
Breeding Show of the Stock Show. He worked with 
Herefords on behalf of the Concho Hereford 
Association at the Feeder Calf Sale at Producers 
Livestock Auction Company. 

Ed had a weekly radio show. He wrote a weekly 
column for the San Angelo Standard Times and had 
a T.V. show, “Ed Says.” From this, he became 
affectionately known as Mr. Ed. He often 
remembered the time he gave a recipe for pecan 
brittle and by the next day he had 350 calls for it. 

Ed had two children. A daughter, Mary Evelyn 
Hyman, now teaches in the San Angelo Public 
Schools; and a son, Edward S. Hyman, Jr., is Senior 
Vice-President of Cyrus J. Lawrence Company in 
New York. Edward has no children. 

Ed’s theory was that a good County Agent was 
not found in his office too often. He believed one 
should like his work and never be completely 
satisfied with what he has accomplished. 

When Ed retired in 1969, the Texas Agriculture 
Extension Service personnel held a special luncheon 
for him at the El Patio Motel. He was presented a 
key chain containing a miniature hat which served 
as a gift certificate for a Western hat. 

Ed was a Methodist and a Mason. 

He died October 10, 1980. 

by Mrs. Ed S. Hyman 


ISOM, NANCY ANN 


Nancy Ann Isom came to San Angelo with her 
husband, Isaac Martin Glaze, from Clark County, 
Arkansas, in the late 1880’s. She was a daughter of 
Jonathan Isom, born November 14, 1797, in 
Baltimore, Maryland, and Martha Miles, born 
November 21, 1805, in South Carolina. Nancy Ann 
Isom was a niece of Jonathan Miles, who played an 
important part in San Angelo’s history. 

Nancy Ann Isom’s grandparents were William 
Miles, born in February, 1785, in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and Mary Powell, born in 1786 in South 
Carolina. Her great-grandparents were William 
Hardy Miles, born about 1760 in Pennsylvania, and 
Ann Patterson, born about 1765, in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

Nancy Ann Isom lived in and around San Angelo 
for about twenty years. She died in Malaga, New 
Mexico, on January 24, 1924. 

by Lyman Travis Norred, 
great-grandson of Nancy AnnIsom 


JACKSON, JAMES MONROE 


James Monroe “Jim’’ Jackson was born in 
Arkansas, November 1, 1837, to John “Humpy”’ 
Jackson and Ann Smart. Jim married Emily Ann 
Miller, November 11, 1860, in Llano, Texas. Emily 
Ann was born in Tennessee May 1, 1842, to William 
H. Miller and Matilda Morgan. These families came 


Emily Ann & James Monroe Jackson with son 
Robert, about 1889 


to Llano and San Saba from Yell County, Arkansas, 
about 1855. 

Jim served in the Confederate Army with the 
Bourland Company for the local defense. Jim 
moved to Menard County in 1864 from Llano. He 
settled six miles east of Menard, and was active in 
the development of the county, serving as County 
Commissioner, 1873-1874. 

Jim was a farmer. The rocks he and his father put 
in the San Saba River to raise the water level for 
irrigation are still there, close to the Humpy Jackson 
home place. The field that they irrigated is now 
covered in large pecan trees. The Jackson place was 
raided a number of times by Indians, who ransacked 
the house and stole the horses, but no member of the 
family was ever harmed. They would hide in the 
woods until the Indians left. With a butcher knife, 
Emily Ann killed a panther that was attacking their 
brood sow. Jim played the fiddle; his music was in 
demand during his younger years around Llano. 

Jim and Emily had nine children. John William, 
the first, was born August 23, 1861. He was killed 
by a gunshot, while camped on the range in May, 
1888, and the killer was never identified. 

The second child, Cynthia (Lucy), was born in 
Llano County November 24, 1863. She married first 
John Vaden in 1877; he was shot at Fort McKavett 
in October, 1886. Their children were Alice, Henry, 
and James. Second, she married Lannas Barfield 
August 3, 1887; he died March 14, 1899. Their 
children were Oralene, Leona, and William Lannas. 
Third, she married Thomas Terrett January 1, 1902; 
their children were Merrill, Joe, and Jewell. Lucy 
died November 7, 1948. 

The third child was Gilford, born July 24, 1866. 
He married Ollie Lockheart. Their children were 
Lloyd, Herbert, Raymond, Willard, Leslie, Kate, 
Billie, Bertie, Totsie, and Bertha. Gilford died April 
7, 1941. 

The fourth child was James David, born December 
5, 1868. He married Nydia Barfield; their children 
were Roy, Georgia, James David, Jr., John, Thomas, 
Martha, Mattie, Richard, Billy, and Cecil. James 
David died June 15, 1935. 

Fifth was Mary, born July 4, 1871, married Lee 
Haynes. Their children were Walter, Jessie, Willie, 
Lannas, Robena, and David. Mary died March 30, 
1950. 

Sixth was Martha, born December 17, 1874. She 
married William Waller; they had Ruth, born October 
2, 1891, and Callie, born July 17, 1895. Martha died 
January 11, 1945. 

Rebecca was the seventh child, born November 
20, 1878. She married Stephen Dunson November 
22, 1894. They were married 62 years and had no 
children. Rebecca died January 2, 1962. 


The eighth child was Cora Bell, born November 
18, 1881, and died October 7, 1882. 

Robert, the ninth child, was born October 11, 1884. 
Bob married first Eva Wilkerson, and they had four 
boys, Carroll, Allen, Gordon, and Carmon. Second, 
Bob married Velma Carter. They had three children, 
Elbert, Marjie, and Robert, Jr. Robert died January 
1, 1959. 

James Monroe Jackson passed away July 2, 1897, 
and Emily Ann on February 27, 1905. They are 
buried in the Jackson Cemetery, near their home 
place. 

by Lannas Leroy Barfield 


JAIMES, GEORGE CAMUNEZ 


George Camufiez Jaimes was born April 4, 1916, 
to George Jaimes and Kate Marquardt Camufiez 
Jaimes in San Angelo. March 26, 1942, in San 
Bernardino, California, he married Ophelia 
Wuertemburg, great-granddaughter of German 
immigrant Philipi Wuertemburg and Ramona Silva 
Wuertemburg. 

Jaimes came to San Angelo and joined the San 
Angelo Police Department in 1945, becoming the 
first Hispanic policeman in uniform. He left to serve 
in the U.S. Marine Corps for three years and was 
rehired by the Police Department upon his return. 
Jaimes was named Policeman of the Year in 1957 
and Outstanding Police Officer in 1969. He served 
28 years as a city policeman and detective before 
joining the County Sheriff’s Department, where he 
worked seven years before his health failed him. 

A charter member of the South Side Lions Club, 
he was a four-year recipient of the Lion of the Year 
award. He organized and participated in several 
bowling league tournaments to benefit the Lions 
Club. 

George and Ophelia Jaimes were members of St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, where Mr. Jaimes was a 
member of the Holy Name Society. 

George Camufiez Jaimes died in March of 1980 
at the age of 64. Services were held at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church with Father Mark Woodruff 
officiating and burial at Calvary Cemetery with 
military rites conducted by Goodfellow Air Force 
Base. 

George and Ophelia Jaimes raised three daughters: 
Mrs. Augustine (Linda) Lugo, Patricia Gates, and 
Mrs. Roger (Jean) Hernandez. The Jaimes’ three 
Duke Hernandez great-grandsons (Jason, Mark and 
Jaime) reside at Knickerbocker. Jason and Mark 
attended Christoval School, and Jaime (born June 
24, 1986 and named for his great-grandpa Jaimes) 
attends the Learning-Child Care Center in San 
Angelo. 

Submitted by Rose T. Duke. Some parts from 
interview with retired officer Nestor Wuertemburg 
Ill (George Jaimes’ brother-in-law) and the first 
Hispanic to hold the title of Sergeant and First 
Lieutenant in the San Angelo Police Department. 

by Rose T. Duke 


JAMES, N. A. 


N.A. (Nicholas Anthony) James was born March 
23, 1890 at Trinidad, Colorado. He was one of 12 
children of Italian immigrants who had changed 
their names from the Italian DiGiacomo. Two of the 
boys died in infancy. The family lived at Jansen, a 
village a few miles west of Trinidad, where they 
operated the general store and post office, and a small 
farm. 


In his youth, Nick worked as a coal miner, utility 
company lineman, and as an automobile salesman, 
among other things. 

In the early 1920’s Nick moved to Miami, New 
Mexico, where he was active in the development of 
a large subdivision of irrigated farm tracts. He 
subsequently lived in Amarillo, Texas, and Duke, 
Oklahoma, where he was interested in similar 
projects. He also was actively trading in oil and 
mineral leases. 

It was in an oil lease transaction that he met Mary 
Elizabeth Hamilton, who was a principal in an 
independent oil firm in Amarillo, Texas. Nick and 
Elizabeth were married in Fort Worth in 1927, and 
moved to San Angelo. They were parents of a son, 
Nicholas Hamilton James, born on April 8, 1929. 

In San Angelo, Nick acted as a broker for sale of 
stock in a newly formed Texas Insurance Company, 
as well as brokering services such as paving 
contracting. In the early 1930’s, Nick and Elizabeth 
entered the butane gas and appliance business in a 
small store in the corner of the Roberts Hotel (now 
the Spur Building), which they shared with a tile 
contractor. Nick invented and patented a butane 
vaporizer for aboveground tanks, which was in 
widespread use until propane replaced butane as a 
fuel, and required no vaporizer. The firm, N.A. 
James, Inc., built a new building at 115 West Twohig 
in 1937, to house the business. During World War 
IL, when no appliances were available, the store was 
converted to a bowling alley, which was a popular 
place for the servicemen from the two Air Bases. 

Nick was active in the Lions Club, and many other 
civic activities. He died in July of 1944, at the age 
of 54. 

by Nancy James 


JAMES, MRS. N.A. (MARY 
ELIZABETH HAMILTON) 


Mary Elizabeth Hamilton was born February 23, 
1888, at Clarksville, Texas. She was one of nine 
children (five boys and four girls) born to a Scotch- 
Irish farmer and cotton gin operator. The family lived 
on their farm between Clarksville and English, Texas. 

With minimal formal education, Elizabeth learned 
secretarial skills on her own. After leaving home, 
she worked at secretarial positions in Fort Worth, 
Olney, Wichita Falls, and Amarillo. Finally, she 
became a principal in an independent oil firm in 
Amarillo. It was here she met N.A. James who had 
sold some oil leases to the firm. They were married 
in 1927, and subsequently made their home in San 
Angelo. Their only child, Nicholas Hamilton James, 
was born April 8, 1929. 

Elizabeth was active with her husband in the 
founding and operation of the butane gas and 
appliance business, as well as some of the real estate 
subdivision ventures in which he engaged. She 
continued to actively manage the business and other 
ventures after N.A. James’ death in 1944. In the years 
following World War II, the appliance business 
thrived, and for several years, Elizabeth operated two 
stores in San Angelo and a store in Ballinger. She 
continued to manage the business and other ventures 
until she was well into her eighties. 

Mrs. James was active in the Fred K. Little Bible 
Class, and other activities in the First Methodist 
Church. Elizabeth James died December 11, 1981, 
at the age of ninety-three. 

by Nancy James 


JAMES, NICK H. 


Nancy Salmon, daughter of Mary Lou and Dick 
Salmon, grew up in San Angelo, attended Christian 
College in Columbia, Missouri, and the University 
of Texas. Nick James, son of Elizabeth and Nick A. 
James, grew up in San Angelo and graduated from 
the University of Texas. He was stationed in Korea 
during the Korean War. They met each other while 
they were singing in the choir of the First United 
Methodist Church. They married in that church on 
November 16, 1957. 

Nick worked in the family business, N.A. James, 
Inc., for a number of years, and he worked for his 
father-in-law at Wendland Manufacturing Company. 
He was also a manufacturer’s representative for 
mechanical equipment. 

In the early years of their marriage, Nancy and 
Nick were active in the San Angelo Civic Theater. 
Nick had leading roles in “Guys and Dolls,” “The 
Rainmaker,” “Inherit the Wind,” and others. Nick 
was on the Board of Directors of the Jaycees and 
was secretary of that organization. He was a director 
on the Halfway House Board of Directors, and in 
1974, was president of the board. He was also a 
director of the Pastoral Care and Counseling Center, 
and he served on the Board of Stewards of the First 
United Methodist Church. 

Nancy was active in community volunteer work. 
She was on the Board of the Junior League of San 
Angelo, Inc. for several years. She was active in the 
formation of the Youth Services Bureau and the Tom 
Green County Council on Crime and Delinquency, 
and was on both boards. She also served on the Board 
of Directors of the Concho Valley Home for Girls. 

Nancy and Nick have two daughters, Mary 
Catherine and Nicki Susan. Mary is an Angelo State 
University graduate and Susan graduated from Texas 
A&M. Mary is a travel agent with the Allen Travel 
Agency. Susan works with Tracy-Locke Advertising. 
Both currently live in Dallas. Their son, Richard 
Stephen, is a graduate of San Angelo Central High 
School (1987). He was an honor student and a 
photographer. He is attending Texas A&M 
University. 

The Jameses have recently bought a small farm 
on the Concho River which keeps them busy and 
entertained. Nancy and Nick love to travel and plan 
to do as much as possible in the future as they have 
in the past. 

by Nancy James 


JAQUES —- MORALES 


Filomeno (Meno) Morales, only child of Sabino 
and Dolores (Flores) Morales was born in Norton, 
Texas. He was named after his paternal grandfather 
and raised at Knickerbocker. In 1944, Filomeno 
married Margaret (Maggie) Jaques. Maggie was born 
to Pilar and Ventura (Soto) Jaques, and raised at 
Knickerbocker. Her great-grandfather, Thomas 
Jaques, was in Ben Ficklin in 1876. The couple was 
blessed with five children: Marta, Filomeno, Jr., 
Alice, Joe Robert, and Dolores. 

Filomeno enlisted in the service in 1945, and 
served with Headquarters Company, Second 
Battalion, 158th Infantry Division during World 
War II and one year in Japan with occupational 
forces. He received an Honorable Discharge on 
September 18, 1949. The family moved to San 
Angelo in 1954. While working for the city, he 
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attended veterans school at San Angelo College. 
Employed by the city three years, Filomeno became 
ill and after spending nine days at the Veterans 
Hospital in Big Spring, he died on January 21, 1956. 
A Requiem Mass was held at Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church at Knickerbocker, with Father 
Beltram Tiemayer officiating, followed by military 
graveside services in the Catholic cemetery. 

Maggie Morales was left with five children to 
raise, and her youngest son, Joe Robert, was a 
Down’s Syndrome victim. Joe was six when his 
father died. He had learned to walk, feed himself, 
and say a few words. Maggie’s brothers and sisters 
babysat for her, while she worked cleaning houses 
and while the other children attended school. At ten 
years, Joe was not progressing and Maggie was 
forced to leave him at the Rehab Center in Abilene. 
She felt forced, because he needed more help than 
she could give him, but Joe, used to the loving care 
at home, protested and his tears followed the family 
home. They visited often, and holidays were special, 
because Joe came home. He made progress, 
remaining very affectionate, while doctors forecasted 
a short life expectancy. 

The three older children graduated and got 
married. Young Filomeno served in the military. 
After becoming an employee of General Telephone, 
he bought his mother a new house with a special 
room for Joe. 

At the age of 22, Joe came home to stay, and 
tackled house chores with pride. He brought endless 
joy to the house and enjoyed entertaining family and 
friends. He rejoiced attending church — the hymns 
and unity of worship. He protested when angry words 
were exchanged. 


Italian Marble Statue of OUR LADY QUEEN OF 
THE WORLD stands three feet tall on a ten foot 
pedestal at St. Margaret’s Parish. 


Joe Robert died September 30, 1986, at the age 
of 37, never outgrowing the childlike confidence and 
love for life and people. May 3, 1987, Father Fabian 
blessed and dedicated an Italian Marble Statue of 
Our Lady Queen of the World at St. Margaret’s 
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Parish, donated by Margaret Morales and family in 
memory of Joe Robert Jaques-Morales. 
by Rose Duke 


JAQUES, MONICO 
1900-1975 


Monico Jaques was born on May 4, 1900, at 
Knickerbocker to Adriano and Aurora (Chavez) 
Jaques. He was a nephew of Onesimo Jaques. 
Onesimo and Adriano were at Ben Ficklin with their 
father, Thomas Jaques, in 1876. 

Monico was raised at Knickerbocker and worked 
at baling-haytime for Joseph Tweedy. Monico often 
told his children, in later times, about the time he 
worked with Chico Martinez and the awful 
experience the workers went through. After a long, 
hard day, the ranch hands were in the bunkhouse 
trying to sleep one night and one of the men started 
snoring very loud, keeping the rest awake. Young 
Chico, whose father was foreman, was among them 
and kept fussing about the inconvenience. He 
hollered several times, the man would stop, then 
start again. Finally Chico got so upset, he took the 
shotgun and fired through the roof causing part of 
the ceiling to fall down, announcing the next shot 
was for the man whose snoring interrupted his sleep. 
It seemed Crazy Chico was the only one to sleep 
soundly. Everyone else was afraid to fall asleep. 

In later years, one of his daughters, Emilia, married 
Eli Martinez, son of Bernabe (Chico) and Manuela 
(Torres) Martinez. Eli and Emilia lived at 
Knickerbocker, where they raised three children: 
Patricia, Carlos (Charly) and Cathy, from 1953 to 
1964. 

One of the sons, Jesse, married a Knickerbocker 
girl, Anita, daughter of Ecolastico and Eliza (Torres) 
Lara. 

Monico and his wife lived at San Angelo at the 
time of his death in 1975. He is buried at Calvary 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 


by Rose Duke 


JAQUES, TOMAS 


Tomas Jaques was born in France and emigrated 
to Mexico as a young man. He opened a lumber mill 
and built a church. Because of the revolution, Tomas, 
his wife Guadalupe and his sons Onesimo and 
Adriano fled Mexico. 

In 1870 they were in Fort Stockton; in 1876 they 
moved to Knickerbocker and are listed on the Tom 
Green County voting register for that year. 

Onesimo Jaques was already married to Salome 
(Rodriguez) when they came to Texas. They had 
nine children: Mercedes, Pilar, Susana, Isabella, 
Selso, Cruz, Augustine, Rafaela, and Teresita. 

In 1893, Onesimo’s son Pilar married Ventura, 
daughter of Segundo and Petra (Duarte) Soto. They 
had nine children: Felis, Bernarda, Juan, Luisa, 
Maggie, Juanito and three who died in infancy: 
Antonia, Jesus, and Petra. 

Pilar worked as a laborer and was also a musician. 
He taught his children to play the guitar and violin. 
The whole family was musical; they organized a 
band and played at dances. 

Pilar’s Catholic faith was very important to him; 
he taught his children and read the Bible to them 
every day. 

In 1942 Felis, the oldest son, bought three 
residential lots in San Angelo and moved their 
Knickerbocker house into town. He worked for 
Belvedere Cemetery on Arden road. His brother 
Juan worked as a carpenter. They were also sheep 
shearers. 

Ventura died in 1943, Pilar in 1946. Felis and 
Juan also died in San Angelo. All are buried at 
Knickerbocker. 

Bernarda, born in 1896, went to work outside the 
home at the age of 17. She worked as a domestic 
and sometimes babysitter for the Fosters, Westons, 
Arthurs and Tweedys at Knickerbocker. Luisa also 
worked for the same families. Bernarda and Luisa 
still live in their house at 518 West Avenue N. 


Standing: Rafaela Armendarez, Ventura Jaques, and Mercedes Villareal 


Pilar Jaques 


The youngest daughter, Maggie, married 
Filomeno Morales and raised five children. Juanito 
married Eloisa Levario and they also have five 
children. 

by Martha Morales Davis 


JAQUIER, CHERRY 
LEE (DeHART) 
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Cherry Lee (DeHart) Jaquier at age 11. “The woman 


she became more than lived up to the promise of 
things to come in this young girl's eyes.” 


Cherry Lee (DeHart) Jaquier - an extraordinary 
wife, mother, spinner, and weaver - was born to 
Barbara Ann (Turner) and William Lewis DeHart in 
San Angelo on January 2, 1948. She is the oldest of 
three children by this marriage; a sister, Brenda 
Kay, was born 24 December 1951 and a brother, 
William Lewis, Jr., was born 12 June 1956. 

Cherry was extremely fond of her maternal 
grandfather, Robert Wedgwood Turner. Many happy 
memories are associated with his ranch in Water 
Valley and the Stone Ranch, “Scrub Oaks,” where 
he was later foreman. She graduated from Day 
Elementary School and attended Lake View Junior 
High and High Schools until January 1965 when, 
during her junior year, she moved with her Air Force 
step-father, Wesley Irving Leathers, and the 
remainder of the family to Bangkok, Thailand. 

In Bangkok Cherry met Jules Andre Jaquier, a 
displaced Yankee who had worked for her step-father 


at Goodfellow Air Force Base in the early 1960’s as 
a Chinese language instructor. The couple married 
September 24, 1965 and spent their honeymoon at 
the resort town of Pataya on the Gulf of Siam. Cherry 
accompanied her husband to Yokota Air Base, Japan, 
where his flying unit, the 6988th Security Squadron, 
was based. 

Michael Robert was born October 27, 1967. Paul 
Andre was born Easter Sunday, April 11, 1971, in 
Camp Kue Army Hospital on Okinawa. Cherry’s 
creative flair did not end with the children, however. 
Her career in fiber arts had begun at age seven when 
she sewed and clothed a rag doll for her sister. 
During travels in Japan, Korea, and Okinawa, Cherry 
began developing several talents which she found 
gave her a good deal of pleasure. 

Although first interested in oil painting, she 
studied the art of oriental silk embroidery under an 
internationally recognized Korean artist in the early 
1970’s. Large silk embroidery panels, some of 
original design, grace her home today. After her 
husband retired from the Air Force in 1980, the 
couple settled in San Angelo. While working at Fort 
Concho National Historic Landmark and Museum, 
Cherry became interested in handweaving and took 
a basic course in 1982. She began to acquire both 
skills and a modest library and it wasn’t long before 
a 54-inch, eight harness Gilmore floor loom trans- 
formed the den into the “loom room” and one entire 
wall became shelving to store yarns. 

Cherry originally had no intent to market her 
creations; weaving was simply fun. Ideas followed 
one after the other and soon scarves, shawls, wall 
hangings, rugs, coats, jackets, vests, ruanas, skirts, 
sweaters, dresses, and other fashions were en- 
visioned and created. Weaving was even more 
enjoyable but now it was becoming both time- 
consuming and expensive. In 1986, she formed a 
partnership with four other spinners and hand- 
weavers and a retail outlet was begun. 

In 1987, Cherry extended her interest to include 
handspinning in order to create textures and colors 
available only in handspun fibers. Working prin- 
cipally in West Texas wool and mohair, she trans- 
forms the fleece directly from the animal doing her 
own scouring, teasing, dyeing, carding, and spinning. 
More exotic fibers such as angora, silk, camel, 
alpaca, and others are often blended into her yarns 
for a particular look or feel. 

It’s interesting to note that Cherry never duplicates 
her original designs. Once finished, it’s time to move 
on to other colors, textures, patterns, and styles. 
Never using a pattern, she begins with the germ of 
an idea which is translated into the finished fashion 
with seeming ease, belying the effort involved. Still 
learning as she goes, she has taught herself the 
ancient arts of inkle and tablet weaving to create trim 
and accessories. 

Perhaps this is all a natural progression; she was 
the great-grand-daughter of Josiah Wedgwood 
Turner of Water Valley. The Turners brought some 
of the first sheep to the North Concho River in 1877 
and later introduced the Merino breed to the area. 

by J. A. Jaquier 


JOHNSON, ANDREW JOSH and 
IMA JEANNE (PAYNE) 


Andrew Josh Johnson was one of three chil- 
dren born to Andrew Cummings Johnson and Joe 
Irma (Dickey) Johnson of Robert Lee. Josh, born 
September 20, 1927, attended schools in Robert Lee, 


‘Andrew Josh and Ima Jeanne Johnson 


Brownwood, and graduated from San Angelo High 
School in January, 1946. Josh spent the summers 
during high school working for the Panhandle and 
Santa Fe Railroad Company in Slaton. On January 
18, 1946, Josh was drafted and served with the 
Headquarters Special Troops, Ist Army, until his 
discharge on July 17, 1947. He returned to Robert 
Lee, worked on the family ranch and attended San 
Angelo College, where he met his wife, Ima Jeanne 
Payne, born August 28, 1930, sixth child born to 
Jacob Calvin and Lorenia Mae (Sexton) Payne, of 
Harriett. 


Melody Johnson 


After their marriage on November 5, 1949, Josh 
worked for the U.S. Postal Service in Lubbock and 
San Angelo. In July 1951, Josh transferred to the 
Atomic Energy Commission Security Service in Los 
Alamos, New Mexico, and Jeanne worked for the 
University of California Lab. In January, 1957, Josh 
moved his family back to San Angelo where they 
make their home. Josh owns and operates Steel 
Handlers, Inc. Jeanne retired on February 28, 1982, 
after twenty-five years with General Telephone 
Company of the Southwest, serving as Executive 
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Secretary, and seven years as Assistant Corporate 
Secretary. 

Josh and Jeanne have one daughter, Melody 
Jeanne Johnson, born September 26, 1950, and 
married June 27, 1970, to Keith Stacy Allen (born 
December 16, 1949). Their children are Melissa 
Jeanne (born January 9, 1971), Melinda Jenee 
(born November 22,1973) and Josh Stacy (born July 
22, 1980). 

by Ima Jeanne Johnson 


JOHNSON, CLAYTON 


Clayton Johnson 


Clayton Jeff Johnson was born January 1, 1921 
near Moody, Texas. He moved with his family, Jeff 
and Una Johnson, brothers Cecil and Claude (Sap) 
and sister Clydia (Sally) to Veribest in 1927. The 
new brick four-room school was built at Veribest in 
1928, without restrooms, gym, or cafeteria. The 
community had been called Mullins, but when they 
applied for a post office, there was already a Mullins, 
Texas; so the name “Veribest’”’ was chosen by a Miss 
Mattie Bean whose family ran the general store in 
1926. 

Clayton was valedictorian of his Senior Class, as 
were his brothers and sister. He was an outstanding 
basketball and football player. He attended San 
Angelo Junior College and excelled in both sports 
there. He worked for Modern Way Grocery after 
school and Saturdays. He later attended Southern 
Methodist University. 

Clayton joined the Air Force in June, 1942. He 
was stationed in San Antonio, Texas; Pinchles, 
Arkansas; Winfield, Kansas; Wichita Falls, Texas; 
Mission, Texas; Meridian, Mississippi; Pyote, Texas; 
Dalhart, Texas; Tunis, Africa; Foggia, Italy; Boca 
Raton, Florida; Belleview, Illinois; Clark Field, 
Philippines; Travis Air Force Base, California; 
Hawaii; Quauin Atoll; Springfield, Massachusetts; 
Seoul, Korea; Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; 
Burtonwood, England; Mildenhal, England; 
Vietnam, Travis Air Force Base, California. He 
retired from the service as Aerial Port Commander 
at Travis as a full colonel in March 1973. He earned 
19 awards, including the Legion of Merit and 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

When Clayton (Red) came home on leave, his 
parents had big reunions. On one occasion, a favorite 
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Colonel Clayton Johnson 


aunt (Wynama Johnson) made 24 chocolate pies for 
the barbecue dinner. 

Clayton married Esther Nelson in Sacramento, 
California, May 1946. They had four daughters. 
Linda was born in Hawaii, Carol was born in 
Massachusetts, Peggy and Lori were born in Japan. 
Linda married Dr. Russell Dressen and they now live 
in Abilene, Texas. They have Kristen and Jeff. Carol 
lives in San Diego, California. Peggy married Scott 
Robinson and lives in Dallas. They have one son, 
Chase. They both work for American Airlines. Lori 
lives in Sutter, California. She has two daughters: 
Alysson and Melissa Mauldin. She married Bernie 
Taylor in 1986. He has a son Bubba. 

Clayton married Linda Waldinger in 1981 in 
Ruidosa, New Mexico. Their hobbies are hunting, 
fishing, and golfing. 

by Clydia Prosise 


JOHNSON, FRANK 


4 


The Frank Johnson Family 

Seated: Jennefer Marlar, Candice Marlar, Frank 
Johnson. Standing: Susan Johnson, Jo Johnson, and 
Vernon Marlar 


James Franklin Johnson was born at the family 
home, December 23, 1917, to Matt and Nelia Massey 
Johnson. He married Ima Jo Wilson November 11, 
1945 in San Angelo. Jo was born to Luke M. and 
Martha Shipp Wilson, November 23, 1920 in 
Palestine, Texas. They have two daughters, Susan 


Lea and Candice Jane. Candy married Vernon Marlar 
and they have a daughter, Jennefer. 

Frank attended Mullins school (later Veribest). 
Even though the family farm was only one mile from 
school, he liked to go by horseback. He lived with 
his sister, Jessie Spencer, in Texon and attended Big 
Lake school for a short time. 

Love for the land lured Frank to quit school and 
start farming at an early age. Frank disliked the 
chore of milking cows so his parents could sell milk 
to Gandy’s Dairy. But all was not work for him as 
he and his buddy, Bill Wooten, found time to get 
into mischief. 

Jeff Byrd named his son, Curtis, and his nephew, 
Frank, as trustees of Mullins cemetery at his death. 
Frank still serves in this capacity. He also served for 
several years on the Veribest School Board and a 
new school was built in 1963 during his tenure. He 
served Draft Board 118 in San Angelo from 1968 to 
1972. Mrs. Ed B. Cole was clerk at the time he was 
sworn into office. 


956 - Willis B. Weatherford and Frank Johnson 
leave for Washington, D.C., representing Lipan Flat 
Farmers - Three Rivers Dam for irrigation of the 
Flat 


Frank and Willis B. Weatherford represented the 
farmers of Lipan Flat in a trip to Washington, D. C. 
in 1956. They traveled with a delegation from San 
Angelo, seeking funds to build Three Rivers Dam, 
now Twin Buttes Reservoir. Tom Green County 
Water Control Improvement District No. 1 was 
established and irrigates some 10,000 acres of 
farmland on the Flat. Frank served on the Board of 
Directors for twenty-one years. 

Jo attended school at Bullard and Woodville, 
Texas. She graduated from Bullard High School in 
1938 and came to San Angelo for a time. In 1940, 
she and her parents moved from Mount Selman, 
Texas to San Angelo. She worked at various jobs 
before going to work at Goodfellow Field in 1942 
until 1945. 

Being a former member of the Veribest Home 
Demonstration Club, Jo helped with its reorgan- 
ization in 1964. She is a charter member of the newly 
organized TOPS Club in Veribest. During her 
daughters’ school years, she was active in Parent 
Teachers Association. 


Both Johnsons are members of the Veribest United 
Methodist Church. Both have served numerous 
offices in their local church. Jo is active in church 
women’s work and has served the San Angelo 
District as district officer in both the Women’s 
Society of Christian Service and the United 
Methodist Women. 

Frank retired from farming in 1983, but continues 
to care for a small flock of sheep and raises small 
grain for grazing. Frank and Jo live on their farm, 
known as the Matt Johnson place, near Veribest. 

by Jo Johnson 


JOHNSON, GARNER JAMES 
(JIMMY) (1933-1961) 


Jimmy Johnson certainly did not fit the standard 
mold of a pioneer. Yet a pioneer he was. 

No, he did not ride a Conestoga wagon across the 
plains. But he did play an important part in the 
pioneering of child care in West Texas. 

Garner James (Jimmy) Johnson was the first 
resident of West Texas Boys Ranch, coming to what 
was then known as the Boys Ranch Co-operative of 
West Texas in January of 1950. 

Jimmy, though suffering an abusive childhood, 
was a fine student in high school. He continued that 
academic excellence while at Boys Ranch, even 
though he had to ride a horse five miles each morning 
and afternoon to catch the school bus. 

Jimmy helped start a tradition at West Texas Boys 
Ranch that is still carried out — that of volunteer- 
ism. His relationship with the Reverend and Mrs. 
Harrison Matthews of San Angelo, paved the way 
for volunteers who today ease the loneliness of the 
holidays for the boys at Boys Ranch. In fact, the 
Matthews became the wards of Jimmy after he left 
the Ranch. 

Jimmy continued his academic career quite 
admirably at Texas A&M University which he 
attended on scholarships from the Optimist Club of 
San Angelo and the West Texas A&M Club. He 
graduated with a degree in Petroleum Engineering 
in 1955. While there, Jimmy was named to the 
prestigious Ross Volunteers, as well as the National 
Scholastic Honor Society. 

During summers and Christmas holidays, Jimmy 
returned to the San Angelo area to gain practical 
experience in the oil fields. 

After graduating with honors, Jimmy took a wife, 
Felicia, and worked as a geological engineer in 
Cupertine, California. The couple had twin sons, 
Devin and Derek. 

Tragically, the success story in the making was 
cut short when Jimmy was killed in an auto accident 
in 1961 near San Francisco. 

A bronze bust, courtesy of the West Texas A&M 
Club, stands in the Ranch office lobby in tribute to 
the first and one of the finest graduates of West Texas 
Boys Ranch. It was dedicated by Jimmy’s widow, 
now Felicia Ramzy of Hillsboro, Virginia, in 1986. 
The inscription reads, in part.... “a spirit and manner 
to be followed...he succeeded...you can too...” 

by Robert Dierschke 


JOHNSON, HENRY MOSES 


The Henry Moses Johnson (1829-1880) family 
came into the San Angelo area around 1875. 
Originally from Summerville, Mississippi, they 
moved to Randolph, Alabama in 1870, then with 


children, Maggie (1864), Sallie (1870), and a son 
(Clint?) left for Texas in 1872, taking a boat down 
the Mississippi River to Galveston, and then by train 
to Luling and Round Rock. Daughter Buelah was 
born in Round Rock in 1875. 

In 1875, Johnson arranged to supply Fort Concho 
(near San Angelo) with meat brought in every two 
weeks from hunting in the North Concho River — 
Sterling City area. The family lived on the banks of 
the North Concho while the father hunted buffalo 
and deer for the Fort. They were the first known 
white family to live there, and had several encoun- 
ters with Comanche Indians. Only five families lived 
in San Angelo at the time: The Frary, Veck, Knight, 
Wilcox, and one other. 

In 1877, Johnson’s health began to fail, and they 
moved in to San Angelo. He ran a hide business in 
the Old Merchant’s House, and a blacksmith and 
wheelwright shop. The children were able to attend 
the one-room school for the first time. Johnson 
organized the first Masonic Blue Lodge in Tom 
Green County. He died in Ben Ficklin in 1880. 

The widow, Delila A. Johnson (1848-1918), and 
children were living in Ben Ficklin at the time of the 
1882 flood that destroyed the county seat and city. 
Water was lapping at their doorstep on August 24, 
when the Postmaster, Mr. Leo, rescued Mrs. Johnson, 
Maggie, Sallie and Buelah in a buggy. Their home 
was swept away minutes later. The only item 
recovered was a sewing machine which was cleaned 
and used again. Another daughter, Laura, was visiting 
in Christoval, survived by climbing to a roof and 
tree. Mrs. Johnson, the children and Mr. Leo stayed 
on high ground, sharing food of the McCarthy, 
Foote, and Merchant families until help came three 
days later. 

After the flood, the family moved into San Angelo, 
then Knickerbocker, where Mrs. Johnson operated 
the hotel on the stage route in the mid-1880’s. It was 
here that the daughters married. Maggie (1864) 
married Gus Thomas of Sherwood. Sallie E. (1870- 
1924) married Judge W.F. Holt of Knickerbocker 
and San Angelo. Buelah (1875) married Mr. Pfeister 
of Sonora, Texas. (I regret that I do not have records 
of the other children in the family.) Mrs. Johnson 
passed away in 1918, and is buried in Knickerbocker. 

by Louise Holt Linscomb 


JOHNSON, J. WILLIS 


“Buffel’’ grass waved stirrup-high on the treeless, 
rolling plain of the Concho Country in 1874. 
Undisturbed by man, abundant herds of antelope 
and deer wandered everywhere in great herds; flocks 
of wild turkeys pecked their way along the river 
bottoms and the streams were full of fish. In the fall, 
buffalo as thick as flies came to their over winter 
grazing grounds, in turn drawing hide hunters from 
all over the United States. One of these was a rangy 
teenager of medium build and disposition who would 
carve his mark forever in the history of the harsh 
land. 

J. Willis Johnson, the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
William Johnson, was born in Paris, Henry County, 
Tennessee, February 16, 1857. The son of a planta- 
tion owner, his father and grandfather owned many 
slaves and cultivated hundreds of acres. During the 
Civil War, young Johnson’s father served as a 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Confederate Army. After 
being taken captive and held prisoner on Johnson’s 
Island near Chicago, the ruined man returned home 
after the war and died soon after. 


Following the death of Col. Johnson, his widow 
and children lived on the plantation of her father, 
John Hayes. After eight years, young Johnson 
decided to follow Horace Greeley’s advice for young 
men of that time to “go west.” 

At the age of sixteen, he hitch-hiked, walked and 
worked his way to West Texas. 

Johnson’s formative years began in Brownwood, 
Texas, where in 1874, he joined a group of buffalo 
hunters and worked for a short time along Pecan 
Bayou. Soon after the teenager traveled to the vil- 
lage of Santa Angela and joined another buffalo 
hunting outfit. Here he gained quite a reputation as 
a buffalo hide skinner. It’s written that he won for 
his employers a thousand dollars for skinning 
more buffaloes than an Indian skinner of wide 
renown. 

By 1877, the buffalo hide boom ended with the 
virtual extirpation of the animals. J. Willis worked a 
short time for Asa Frary at his store on North Concho, 
then in 1879, went to work for Sam Pollock as a 
clerk in Pollock’s store at Ben Ficklin. 

With money saved from his wages while working 
for Frary and Pollock, Johnson bought an interest in 
a flock of sheep with a man named Blake. Appar- 
ently, the life of a store clerk did not appeal to him 
for in 1881, he began working as a cowboy on the 
ranch of Eugene McCrohan. With money made from 
selling the sheep, Johnson bought a small herd of 
cattle. 

By the following year the young Tennessean had 
become widely enough known that he was elected 
Hide and Animal Inspector for Tom Green County. 
This position he held for two years, until casting his 
hat into the ring for county sheriff in 1884. 

Johnson’s candidacy was endorsed by the San 
Angelo Standard, which described him as “one of 
our pioneer citizens, a sober, industrious young 
man, capable of filling the office for which he is 
running to the utmost satisfaction.” 

After narrowly defeating his opponent, James 
Spears, the young man assumed the role of 
peacekeeper in a county which, at that time, was 
one of the largest in the state. The western boundary 
extended to the Pecos River and included twelve 
counties that later would be created from its expanse. 

The responsibilities of enforcing the law in such 
a large area were increased by the fact that the office 
of county sheriff encompassed the duties of Tax 
Collector. In fulfilling his broad obligations, Johnson 
often traveled by horseback or rode the train to 
outlying towns to apprehend law violators and 
delinquent taxpayers. 

His popularity with the voters of Tom Green 
County became such that Johnson was re-elected four 
times by overwhelming majorities. 

In a state widely known for its lawlessness and 
abundance of desperadoes, Johnson was alternately 
admired and scoffed at as a lawman who did not 
carry a gun. During the gubernatorial campaign of 
1890, James S. Hogg, the Democratic candidate, 
visited San Angelo on a speaking tour. Hogg 
complimented the county for its sheriff who was “a 
small, gentlemanly young man and unarmed.” 

Although the young lawman never carried a gun 
he apparently was without fear. On several occasions 
which are documented in old newspaper stories, 
Johnson was able to disarm outlaws and place them 
in the hoosegow without gunplay, using only his wits 
and the agility of his size to overpower his foe. 
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J. Willis Johnson 


On September 14, 1887, during his third term as 
sheriff, Johnson married Lou Elizabeth Holmsley of 
Comanche. He had met his bride while she was 
visiting her sister, Mrs. M.B. Pulliam, in San 
Angelo. An article in the San Angelo Standard 
indicated that the marriage came as no surprise. 
According to the paper, ‘Willis Johnson, our 
handsome sheriff, on returning from Dallas got off 
the train in Brownwood and struck off across the 
country to Comanche where he had to attend an 
“attachment suit.” ” 

After briefly explaining the encounter with the 
future Mrs. Johnson, the Standard continued: “The 
bride was every bit the beautiful, true and intelligent 
woman that she is.”” Of Johnson, the article reads: 
“No young man in all this broad state on account of 
honesty, industry and general good nature deserves 
better of Cupid than Willis Johnson.” 

The young married couple’s first home in San 
Angelo was at the corner of East Twohig and Oakes 
Street where later the post office-Federal Building 
was located. A more imposing home was sub- 
sequently built at the corner of Harris and Oakes 
Streets across from the present First Baptist Church. 
The white-pillared, red brick house was a landmark 
for many years and the site of many noted social 
events. 

During his five successive terms as sheriff and 
tax collector, Johnson acquired considerable land and 
cattle. With his first small cattle purchase in 1881, 
and successive land acquisition he created two of 
the county’s most historic ranches - the Crows Nest 
on the county’s northeast edge encompassing some 
55,000 acres and the Door Key, a spread of about 
47,000 acres near Christoval. 

Land for the Crow’s Nest, Johnson acquired over 
a period of years from individuals, the San Angelo 
National Bank, a railroad and the State of Texas. For 
amounts varying from a few cents to a few dollars 
per acre, land was easily traded. 

The Crow’s Nest once encompassed land upon 
which would later sit the Goodyear Tire Test site, 
Ethicon Inc., the Levi Strauss plant and Saint John’s 
Hospital. The acreages included in these sites were 
set up as the “development tract’’ from which the 
only land sales have been made. The remainder of 
the ranch lands are under lease to a number of tenants 
in Tom Green County. 
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Mrs. J. Willis Johnson 


The second of the two historic ranches developed 
by Willis Johnson, the famous Door Key, may have 
been the first in the county to sport fences. The author 
of a newspaper article stated that his first recol- 
lection of a fence in the county was in 1884 on the 
Door Key Ranch which was operated at the time by 
the Berrendo Stock Co. The fence was a smooth wire 
affair on a section of land used as a horse trap. 

In the severe surroundings of West Texas the 
Johnson lands in the vicinity of San Angelo became 
attractive as recreational areas for the townspeople. 
One of the favorite sites of the citizenry was on 
Crow’s Nest Creek near the Harriett Community 
where picnic excursions were held. Another popular 
picnic site south of St. John’s Hospital was at Six- 
Mile Crossing on the Concho River near Veribest. 
This area served for years as the site of the county 
fair and also a horse racing track. 

Johnson was noted for his generosity in letting 
picnickers, hunters and fishermen use his land for 
their pleasures. There were no “No Trespassing”’ 
signs on his fences or gates and his only request of 
hunters was that they shoot game and not his cattle. 

Of his personal accomplishments, Johnson 
considered his most important contribution to the 
State of Texas the role he played in the passing of 
the Texas Tick and Scab Law. While serving on the 
Livestock Sanitary Commission at the pleasure of 
Gov. Oscar Branch Colquitt, Johnson aided in 
securing passage of the law, thereby contributing to 
the eradication of ticks from cattle and scab from 
sheep in Texas. 

But J. Willis Johnson’s success was not limited to 
law enforcement and ranching. He was equally, if 
not more successful as a banker and financier. In 
1885 when the San Angelo National Bank was 
organized Johnson was issued stock certificate No. 
1 for fifty shares. This he sold while later helping to 
organize the Western National Bank. When that bank 
opened on Jan. 25, 1905, Johnson was elected first 
vice president and chairman of the board of directors, 
a position he held until his death. 

During the years of his bank association, his office 
was a favorite meeting place for a number of 
businessmen each morning. In a broad-termed “open 
door policy,”’ his office was uniquely fitted with 
swinging doors that were never locked. Even these 


were removed shortly before he died to allow even 
easier access for his friends and associates. 

But even before evolving into cattleman-banker 
Johnson had developed a private loan business that 
was as large as some banks. His first loan was made 
while he was a clerk for Sam Pollock at Ben Ficklin. 
After an old freighter’s wagons broke down, Johnson 
advanced the money for repairs. Shortly thereafter, 
the man died. Years later, Johnson showed his friends 
the unpaid note, written on a piece of scratch paper. 

Johnson’s borrowers were from many walks of 
life and included the wealthy, the destitute and even 
state officials. Relying mostly upon his uncanny 
ability to judge a man’s character after only brief 
meetings, Johnson’s loan security was very often 
only the man’s promise to pay. 

W.C. Blanks, Johnson’s attorney for many years, 
said that Johnson not only gave his customers sound 
advice, but that he took an interest in their business 
and helped them through the benefit of his experi- 
ence as a successful businessman. 

“Above all,” Blanks said, “Mr. Johnson never 
went back on a borrower in a pinch. He was the best 
man to borrow money from that ever I knew.” 

Johnson never foreclosed on a struggling 
businessman. Rather, he allowed the debtor to chart 
his own destiny and often had to attempt to recoup 
his losses from the ashes of disastrous adventures. 

At the age of sixty-five J. Willis Johnson, Sr. 
suffered a cerebral hemorrhage which developed 
into paralysis of the brain and spine. After an illness 
of only three weeks he died November 14, 1923 at 
his residence on East Harris Avenue. 

In honor of the pioneer lawman, rancher and 
banker, flags were flown at half-mast throughout San 
Angelo. There were 106 honorary pallbearers 
including two former Texas governors, businessmen, 
laborers and statesmen. 

The disposition of Johnson’s estate was somewhat 
of a curiosity as although no will was left, his estate 
was transferred without administration to his heirs 
within three days after his death. All the properties 
were free of debt and had inheritance taxes covered 
by cash on deposit in the bank. 

In 1927 Mrs. Johnson initiated the J. Willis 
Johnson Foundation in memory of her husband. 
From these funds the Johnson Dam was built across 
the Concho River just below the Oakes Street Bridge 
and numerous medical and civic projects have 
benefited. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Willis Johnson, Sr. had three 
children - J. Willis Johnson, Jr. who married Clair 
Louise Thorp and produced J. Willis Johnson III; 
Ruth Johnson who married John Milton Gordon of 
Bryan and produced a daughter, Ruth; and Mary B. 
Johnson who married Vosberg Hall and produced 
one daughter, Mary Lou. 

The life of J. Willis Johnson, Sr. was filled with 
experiences few men have ever known. From half- 
baked hide skinner to wealthy financier, he traveled 
unruffled and undisturbed - keeping his own counsel 
and backing his own judgment. 

In a historical article written in the San Angelo 
Daily Standard in 1970, J. Willis Johnson was 
described well as ‘‘a man among his fellows.” 

by Johnson Family 


JOHNSON, JEANIE S. 


Jeanie was born in Bell County, Texas. He came 
to Tom Green County as a boy of sixteen. He worked 
in and around Wall about one year, then went to 


Jeanie, Wynama, Claire Mell and Larry Jean Johnson 


Coleman County to work a year or so. He then went 
back to Bell County. He later returned to Tom Green 
County to Mullins, now Veribest. 

He worked on a farm helping Ida Standifer until 
he went into the service of World War I. He served 
in France. After the war, he returned to Tom Green 
County in 1919. 

Jeanie Johnson and Wynama Carberry married 
January 15, 1934 in Belton, Texas. Their children 
were Claire Mell (Mrs. Leroy Olsak), born October 
23, 1925; and Larry Jean, born October 9, 1934. 

Jeanie was a farmer, County Commissioner for 
many years, and active in community affairs. He 
helped organize a church in 1923 which was 
undenominational. He was a deacon in the Veribest 
Baptist Church for many years, a Sunday School 
superintendent, a trustee in the Veribest School, a 
trustee in the Junior College in San Angelo for over 
twenty years and until it became the university. He 
was on the draft board during World War II. He was 
Tom Green County Farm Bureau President. 

Jeanie S. Johnson passed away June 16, 1979 in 
Baptist Memorial Hospital after a long illness (nearly 
eight years) from heart trouble. 

Wynama was a housewife. She taught Sunday 
School in the Veribest Baptist Church. She was 
WMU President, President of the PTA, worked with 
the Red Cross during World War II, and sold War 
Bonds. Wynama is presently living in the Baptist 
Memorial Village after 50 years at Veribest and is a 
local ladies store clerk. 

by Clydia Prosise 


JOHNSON, JEFF 


Jeff Johnson was born October 31, 1893, son of 
the late Butler Burton and Rachel Dyess Johnson, in 
Macon, Georgia. On November 21, 1915, he mar- 
ried Una Carberry (born December 29, 1897) in Bell 
County. Their four children were Cecil, Claude 
(Sap), Clayton (Red), and Clydia (Sally). All were 
born at home near Moody. Jeff was a farmer for Bob 
Dyess, his uncle, when he came to the Veribest 
Community in 1927. 

They had cows, hogs and chickens, and a garden. 
Jeff planted corn, pinto beans, peas, watermelon and 
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Standing: Clydia Johnson (Prosise), Cecil Johnson, Claude Johnson and Clayton Johnson. Seated: Jeff 


and Una Johnson 


cantaloupe in the field. He loved to share with his 
neighbors and town friends that didn’t have gardens. 

Una was a member of the Church of Christ and 
Jeff was a Baptist. Una was a member of the Home 
Demonstration Club. Ola Peiser taught them to cover 
shoes with fabric to match their dress. Una also 
learned tailoring and mattress making. She papered 
the kitchen with grocery sacks; it looked real neat, 
fresh and clean. She bought the first ice box, which 
would hold a hundred-pound block of ice, from the 
ice man, Mr. Cotton from Mereta, with butter and 
egg money. 

Jeff bought 200 acres about two miles down the 
Mereta road. Jeff’s brother, Jr. (Johnny) Johnson, and 
son Claude built a rock house in 1938. Sons Clayton 
and Cecil helped as well as wife Una. Clydia cooked 
two fryers, a pot of pinto beans, creamed potatoes, 
and two pans of corn bread every day for almost 
three months while they were building it. 

REA had come into being, but they didn’t have 
electricity until the new house was built. They carried 
water from a barrel at the windmill. They had a coal 
stove for heat; kerosene for cooking and lamps. 

Una went back to school and graduated with Cecil. 
The school problems then were gum and spit wads, 
not knives, stealing and drugs. They had box suppers 
to raise funds for a special project at school. There 
were no family vacations except going back to 
Moody for reunions and funerals. They had com- 
munity Christmas trees, instead of in the homes, in 
the early years in Veribest. Una read to the children. 
She taught all of the children to drive. 

They had lots of company, dinners, and ice cream. 
Dominoes or “42” was played most every weekend. 
Walter and Maudie Timm were special friends. Una 
learned to knit socks during the war. She quilted and 
crocheted. Everyone had chores, but not allowances. 

Jeff delivered the election boxes throughout the 
county. The whole family has worked elections. Jeff 
hunted some, but fishing was his life. Una was a 
leader in the community. 

Jeff passed away in February, 1965, and Una in 
February, 1966. They left us a rich heritage of unity 
and happiness and fond memories. 

by Clydia Prosise 


JOHNSON, JUNIOR 


Anne Mae and Junior Johnson 


Junior (Johnny) Johnson came to Mullins from 
Moody, the youngest of five brothers and one sister, 
with his parents, Butler Burton and Rachel Dyess 
Johnson in 1904. They hit bad years and returned to 
Moody. 

In 1914 Junior married Alma Dryer. They had one 
daughter, Christine. She lives in California. She 
married Chris Wiegle and they had two girls and a 
boy. 

Junior Johnson joined brothers Johnny (Boots) and 
Jeanie Johnson at Mullins. Jeanie was farming. 
Johnny was a painter. 

Junior built over 100 houses in east San Angelo 
and Westland Park by the late ’30’s. 

Anna Mae Bolton Brian came from Houston in 
1925 to Carlsbad because of tuberculosis. She later 
moved into the St. Angelus Hotel with two of her 
nurses. It had gas and heat and cost $27 a month. 
They lived next door to Margaret and Mr. Shannon 
(Shannon Estate). When her health improved, she 
worked for three doctors above the Concho Drug at 
the northeast corner of Chadbourne and Beauregard. 
They were doctors Hinde, Nibling, and Keyes. 
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Johnson Brothers, 1952 
Jessie, Johnny, Jeff, Jeanie and Junior Johnson 


Junior Johnson and Anna Mae married in 
Galveston in 1927. Her daughter, Frances Jo, was 
small. 

They went into the beauty shop business in 1931. 
They opened the Pollyanna Beauty Shop and West 
Texas Beauty School during the depression, charging 
25¢ for a hair set. Anna Mae had been licensed in 
New Orleans by Dr. Key Ward. About 30 to 40 girls 
were in each class. Junior and Anna Mae rented a 
two-story house. Some of the girls lived upstairs 
while they took their training. Junior soon became 
an expert on permanent waves and the ladies asked 
for him. 

They had no money to go anywhere; so on 
Saturday nights they all went on picnics at Ben 
Ficklin. 

They later opened the Pulliam Beauty Shop. 
Claudia Mae Weatherford from Veribest worked 
there and later bought the shop. 

The question of beauty shops in the home came 
up; so Anna Mae went to Austin to appeal to 
Governor W. Lee O’ Daniel on behalf of all home- 
owned shops. She won the appeal and continued to 
operate in their home. 

Junior later opened an Army Surplus Store at 
Chadbourne and Concho. He was also associated 
with a couple of bars. 

Junior Johnson passed away in 1980. 

Anna Mae goes occasionally to the Senior Citizen 
Center which she helped organize. She still lives in 
their home and Frances Jo is upstairs to add to her 
happiness. She has lived a rich full life. 

by Clydia Prosise 


JOHNSON, M.C. 


In 1885, M. C. (Milton) Johnson came to the Lipan 
Flat of Tom Green County with his parents, R. R. 
and Martha Ann Johnson. Being one of four brothers 
- the other three were John, Matt, and Finis - it 
became Milt’s job to help his mother. He drove her 
wagon loaded with housewares on the trip from 
Williamson County to the Flat. 

Milton worked with the family as they raised 
cattle, horses, cotton and feed crops. The boys really 
liked horses; they entered roping contests, short 
races and one they called “toon-a-ment’’ (maybe 
tournament). A mounted rider raced toward a 
suspended ring holding a wooden staff which he must 


224 


~ .. | 
- rs 2 . 
~ f <s 
. > ie] 


M. C. (Milt) Johnson, Celeta Jolson. and their 
grandson, Bob Johnson 


thrust through the ring. Most of the time Milt just 
watched or helped keep the game going. 

On August 15, 1895, he was married to Celeta 
Kay of Bell County who was teaching at 
Knickerbocker. They continued farming on the Flat 
for several years. Children born to them are Katie 
(Sis), R.D. (Bud), Dink and Marguerite (Monk). 

Early in the 1900’s they bought a farm in the Arden 
Community of Irion County. Milton and R.D. (about 
12) and others drove wagons hauling bricks from 
the railroad at Mertzon to build the Arden 
schoolhouse. The children went to school there. The 
family took part in plays, picnics and basketball 
games. 


Milton Johnson at 7D Ranch 


Being about halfway between Matt on the Flat 
and Finis in Reagan County where he was ranching, 
the three families could keep in reasonably close 
touch — exchanging livestock, extra work or helping 
during illnesses. Finis died with flu during the 1918 
epidemic. 

Even though money was always scarce, the family 
enjoyed living near Arden where neighbors were 
friendly and helpful. Katie married a local young 
man, Hiram Morgan. They lived their final years at 
Monahans where he worked for Coca-Cola. 


Because of several dry years, it became more 
difficult for Milt and Celeta to make payments on 
their land. In September 1917, they sold out and 
moved to Sherwood. After Marguerite finished high 
school at Mertzon, the family moved to San Angelo. 
The boys worked on ranches, Marguerite for Logan- 
Greer Insurance Company. She married Walter 
Stanford in 1930. They worked in El Paso for 
Southern Pacific Railway and upon retirement 
moved to Lubbock where Walter had inherited a 
farm. 

Dink married Pauline Green, a teacher at Arden 
in 1933. They ranched in Irion County. On December 
23, 1930, R.D. married Willie Blanche Smallwood, 
a teacher at John H. Reagan School in San Angelo. 
They ranched in Tom Green, Irion and Schleicher 
counties. 

Milton and Celeta lived in San Angelo at 301 Ave. 
C several years. He died in 1940, she in 1944. Both 
are buried in the family plot in Mullin Cemetery near 
Veribest. 

Descendants now living are grandchildren: Ellen 
Morgan Lannom and Ernestine Morgan Williams of 
Fort Stockton; Ralph and Wesley Morgan and Eva 
Lee Morgan Davison of Monahans; Ike Morgan of 
Stephenville; Bill Stanford of Lubbock; R.D. (Bob) 
Johnson, Jr. of Eldorado; 24 great-grandchildren and 
1 great-great grandchild. 


by Mrs. R.D. Johnson 


JOHNSON, MATT 


Matt Johnson 


Matthew Turner Johnson was born October 26, 
1871 in Georgetown, Williamson County. He mar- 
ried Cornelia Bell Massey on February 9, 1897, in 
Tom Green County. Born to this union were: Jessie, 
Edna, Cora Mabel, William Lafayette, Beulah May 
and James Franklin. 

Matt’s parents were Reuben Rasberry and Martha 
Ann Richards Johnson. He moved with his family 
to the Mullins Community in 1885 from Burnett 
County. They were among the first settlers of Lipan 
Flat. 

Nelia’s parents were William L. and E. Albany 
Rodgers Massey. She was born April 3, 1874 in 
Killeen, Lampasas County. Her family came to the 
Mullins Community in the early 1880’s. 


Nelia Massey Johnson 


Nelia met Matt at Sunday school where young 
people gathered for Bible lessons. Dances in the 
homes of neighbors and picnics on the river helped 
further the courtship of the two. 

When they married, Nelia and Matt moved into 
the rock house, one mile west of Veribest, on their 
wedding night. This house, with its eighteen inch 
rock walls, was built by Charlie Mullins in 1885. 
Charlie was the son of Isaac Mullins, who founded 
the Mullins Community. Their home, over one 
hundred years old, is being restored by their grand- 
daughter, Susan Lea Johnson, and she plans to live 
there. 

Matt was a stockfarmer. His brand was the R-L. 
He built rock-lined silos to store feed for his live- 
stock, mostly horses and mules. He was foreman of 
a road crew of county prisoners in the 1920’s and 
1930’s, supervising the building of “Mullins 
Crossing” low water bridge and two stock under- 
passes west of Veribest. One is still under the existing 
highway. He served as deputy sheriff under his good 
friend, Sheriff Frank Duckworth. It was his job to 
keep the peace at St. Anthony’s Dance Hall. Entire 
families attended these events and sleepy children 
were put to bed on pallets. 

Nelia recalled when the first train whistled into 
San Angelo. Two days of celebration, September 17- 
18, 1888, were observed with barbecuing, dancing, 
rodeo-ing, and speeches. Governor Frank Lubbock 
delivered an address praising Conchodum to about 
4,000 visitors from all parts of the state. 

Nelia made shrouds to dignify the burial of the 
dead. She and ladies of the community took turns 
watching by the bedside of the sick. She helped 
deliver some forty West Texans. Early day doctors 
always expected to find her at the bedside of the sick 
when they arrived. Once a San Angelo doctor had to 
spend a week with the Johnsons because of bad 
weather. 

Nelia was a charter member of the Mullins Home 
Demonstration Club (later Veribest). Under the 
leadership of Miss Ida Chitwood, Home Agent from 
1922-23, she won a trip to A & M College to attend 
a “Short Course.” 

Matt was a Presbyterian. Nelia was a charter 
member of the Veribest Methodist Church and was 
also a member of the First Methodist Church in San 
Angelo. 


The Johnsons were among the first to have a 
telephone in the community. Their ring was one long 
and one short. Neighbors were welcome to make and 
receive calls at their home. 

Their grandchildren are: Maurine Johnson 
Fiveash, Crockett, Texas; Helen Louise McDaniel 
Bates, Kenedy, Texas; Johnnie McDaniel Andrews, 
deceased; Billy Mack Spencer, San Angelo; Susan 
L. Johnson and Candice Johnson Marlar, Veribest, 
Texas. There are seven great-grandchildren and 
four great-great grandchildren at this time. 

Matthew Turner Johnson died January 31, 1947, 
and his widow, Nelia, continued to live the remainder 
of her life in the same rock house where he had 
carried her as a bride. She died July 18, 1960. Both 
are buried in Mullins Cemetery near Veribest. 

by Jo Johnson 


JOHNSON, RUEBEN R. 


Sons of R. R. Johnson. L to R: Matt Johnson, Milton 
Johnson, Grandson of R. R. - Son of Matt, Frank 
Johnson 


Rueben Rasberry Johnson was born March 23, 
1837, in Rome, Georgia. He married Martha Ann 
Richards October 25, 1857, in Buenavista, Shelby 
County. She was the daughter of the W.S. Richards 
and was born September 10, 1836, in Carl County, 
Georgia. They had seven sons: James Frances (1859), 
John Rueben (1862), William Matthew and Jesse 
Richerson, twin sons (1866), Milton C. (1869), 
Matthew Turner (1871), and Finis F. (1875). 

The twins, William and Jesse, died when infants 
and are buried in McLennan County, Texas. James 
Frances died before the family came to Tom Green 
County. Milton married Celeta Kay; Matt married 
Nelia Massey, and Finis married Bertha Gordon. 

Rueben came to Texas at the age of twelve and 
his family settled in Johnson County, Texas. Rueben 
became a farmer. During the Civil War he served 
with the Confederacy as a guard for the San Antonio- 
San Diego Stage and Mail Line. He traveled with 
the stage as far west as El Paso. 

In 1883 Rueben left his family near Florence, 
Burnett County, Texas, so his children could go to 
school in the settlement. He and young Matt drove 
1,900 head of sheep into Devil’s River Country. They 
settled on the divide between Johnson and Howard 
Draws where the sheep grazed open range. The range 
land was later owned by Bill West and J.M. 
Shannon. 

In 1885 Johnson and his son, Matt, returned to 
Burnett County and moved the family to Lipan Flat, 
locating in the Mullins Community. There were only 
three windmills on Lipan Flat, giving the only sign 
that the place was inhabited. 


Martha Ann Richards Johnson, wife of R. R. Johnson, 
before 1913 


Rueben and Martha Ann lived the remainder of 
their lives in the Mullins Community, now known 
as Veribest. He died February 23, 1911; she died July 
12, 1913. Both are buried in Mullins Cemetery near 
Veribest. 

by Jo Johnson 


JOHNSON, SUSAN L. 


Susan Lea Johnson daughter of Frank and Jo 
Wilson Johnson, was born on September 28, 1948, 
in San Angelo, Tom Green County. She attended 
school through the eighth grade at Veribest. Al- 
though the class with which she started at Veribest 
often numbered many, at graduation in May 1963 
only four students finished the year: Susie Johnson, 
Roy Hill, Sharon Musick, and Karen Vidler. As was 
the custom at that time, all went into San Angelo to 
attend high school. Susie graduated from Central 
High School in May 1967. She attended Angelo State 
University and graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in mathematics from West Texas State University in 
1970. In August 1974 she received a Master’s of 
Education in Counseling and Guidance from West 
Texas State University. 


Matt & Nelia Johnson stand in front of “Old Rock 
House” built in 1885 by Charles Mullins, taken in 
1946 


Susie taught math in Hale Center, Brady, Birdville 
Independent School District (Fort Worth), and San 
Angelo. She has been school counselor in Azle, 
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Coahoma, and Rankin, Texas. Although Susie’s 
career has taken her to many varied places in Texas, 
Veribest has always remained “Home.”’ In the 
summer of 1985, Susie began restoration of the Matt 
T. Johnson home located one mile west of Veribest. 
This one hundred year old rock house is the home 
her grandparents moved into the night of their 
wedding in 1897. It has been in the Johnson family 
since that time and served as a focal point for early 
pioneer gatherings. Susie plans to move into the 
home by July 1987. 
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Matt T. Johnson home as it looks after restoration 
by Susan L. Johnson. Taken June 1987 


Susie is actively involved in several organizations 
emphasizing helping young people. She is an active 
member of the Veribest United Methodist Church. 
Although teaching and counseling youth are Susie’s 
chosen vocation, she most enjoys farming. Since 
graduating from high school, she has spent summers 
driving the tractor for her father, Frank Johnson, on 
the family farms in Veribest. 

by Susan L. Johnson 


JOHNSON, WILLIAM 
ANDREW (1882 - 1972) 


Wm. Andrew Johnson 


Mr. William Andrew Johnson, long-time San 
Angelo attorney, was born on March 11, 1882, at 
Crisp, in Ellis County. He died October 9, 1972, in 
San Angelo, at the age of ninety. 

He was one of four children born to William 
Scott Johnson and Sarah (Webb) Johnson. 
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He graduated from Ferris Institute, a junior 
college, before attending Trinity University in 
Waxahachie. In 1904, he married the former Miss 
Amelia Frances Wilson of Sterrett, Texas. 

The son of a prosperous farmer and brick mason, 
he grew up on a blackland farm near Ferris. His 
parents maintained a second home in Ferris, in order 
to send the children to school. 

He practiced law in Dallas and in Ennis before 
moving to San Angelo in 1923. This was during the 
Depression, and with the realization that it was 
difficult for a new lawyer to get established in a small 
town, he became an educator and was the 
Superintendent of Schools in Lake View and in 
Sherwood, for nine years. 

His law career, in San Angelo, began in 1932. In 
1943, he was elected Tom Green County Attorney, a 
position he held until 1948; from 1952 to 1953 he 
served as Corporate Court Judge, and in February 
1962, he was named delinquent tax collector for the 
city, county, and state. In addition to his private law 
practice, he ably represented the San Angelo schools 
and the San Angelo College taxing units. 

He had a great sense of humor and often acted as 
Master of Ceremonies at meetings of the Bar 
Association. He had two sets of jokes, one if all men 
were present and another if ladies were there. 

He was a man of honor and integrity. He was kind 
and gentle, with a genuine love for people. The 
minorities and the poor admired and respected the 
“Judge” as he was affectionately called, because he 
was always willing to listen and to help. 

He unselfishly devoted time and service to his 
community and to religious activities. He was a 
member of the Church of Christ and of the Knights 
of Pythias of San Angelo. 

A son, Chalmers, and Mrs. Johnson preceded him 
in death. He is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Lawrence (Maurine) Robinson of San Angelo and 
four sons: Weldon Scott Johnson and Joe N. Johnson, 
both of San Angelo, Jack L. Johnson of Mineral 
Wells, Dr. Lowell S. Johnson of Lubbock, fourteen 
grandchildren, and nineteen great-grandchildren. 

In his youth, he was an accomplished pianist, but 
gave it up. After his wife died, he resumed study 
and was practicing several hours per day at the time 
of his death. 

His great-grandfather, William Armstrong 
Johnson, lost his life fighting for Texas indepen- 
dence. 

by Maurine (Johnson) Robinson 


JOHNSON, WILLIAM V. 


Barbara Jeannine Clay was born February 13, 
1933, to Mr. and Mrs. James J. Clay, Jr. For 22 
years she lived at 7th and Volney, within several 
blocks of both grandparents. She was a member of 
First Baptist Church, attended Reagan Elementary, 
Edison Jr. High, and was named Salutatorian of the 
1951 class of San Angelo High School. She was 
active in many of the drama groups. She attended 
San Angelo Jr. College for a brief time. She remem- 
bers watching her father help her grandmother out 
of her house with the 1936 flood waters at the door. 
Jeannine followed her father in 1953 and went to 
work for General Telephone Co. as the Executive 
Secretary for Mr. Everett Karlson, Chief Engineer. 

During the fall of 1953, she met William V. 
Johnson, a junior at Texas A&M. Bill was born in 
Clovis, New Mexico, April 30, 1933, to Mr. & Mrs. 
R. Vance Johnson, and moved to Amarillo in 1934. 


They lived in Florida, Maryland, Virginia, and 
Washington, D.C., where Bill graduated from 
Woodrow Wilson High School in 1951. Jeannine and 
Bill were married in the First Methodist Church April 
7, 1955, and lived at College Station until Bill’s 
graduation in August 1955. They lived in New York 
until December 25, 1955, when they moved to Fort 
Knox, Kentucky to begin a “two year”’ tour in the 
US Army that lasted twenty eight. In June 1956, Bill 
went to Germany, and Jeannine returned to San 
Angelo. Vance Clay Johnson was born July 9, 1956, 
at Goodfellow AFB. Jeannine and Vance joined 
Bill in Germany in November. In July, 1959 they 
returned to Fort Hood, Texas. Denise Deneen 
Johnson was born at Fort Hood on February 27, 1960. 
Over the next 23 years they moved 15 additional 
times in the States and Germany. Jeannine and the 
children returned to San Angelo in 1961/62, 1967/ 
68 and 1981/82 while Bill served two tours in Korea 
and one in Viet Nam. 

Vance attended Ist Grade at Glenmore, 6th grade 
at Travis, and was in the first class at John Glenn Jr. 
High. He graduated from Mount Vernon High 
School, Alexandria, Virginia in 1974, and graduated 
from Texas A&M as a Civil Engineer in June 1978. 
He is a Captain in the US Army at Fort Irwin, 
California. 

Denise was in the 2nd and 3rd grades at Travis, 
and graduated from Mount Vernon High School, 
Alexandria, Virginia in 1978. She graduated from 
Texas A&M with an Accounting Degree in June 
1982. She worked for Webb & Webb in San Angelo 
for a year. She married Christopher John Robinson 
of Houston in June 1983 at St. Mark Presbyterian 
Church. Chris graduated from Texas A&M with a 
Construction Degree in 1982. They have one 
daughter, Stephanie Denise born September 22, 1986 
in Irving, Texas. They currently live in Houston. 

Upon his retirement as a Colonel in August 1983, 
Jeannine and Bill returned to San Angelo. They are 
active in St. Mark Presbyterian Church, West Texas 
A&M Club, San Angelo A&M Mothers Club, 
Kiwanis and other civic activities. Bill now sells 
Specialty Advertising. 

by William V. Johnson 


JOHNSTON, BOB 


Bob Johnston, born 1888 


Bob Johnston was born August 15, 1888 in Dallas 
County near Farmers Branch, twelve miles north of 
Dallas. His father, Marion Johnston, was 18 years 
old when he moved with the family from Shelbyville, 
Illinois in 1852 to settle near Farmers Branch, 12 
miles north of Dallas. Marion was soon in the freight 
business, having ox teams and Negro drivers going 
as far as New Orleans, Shreveport and into 
Missouri. During the early part of the Civil War he 
hauled powder and lead for the Confederacy. He later 
joined the Confederate Army. After the war he traded 
a string of horses for 160 acres. That was the 
foundation on which he built his holdings to several 
thousand acres of Dallas County land. Before trail 
driving became common, Marion and his brother 
John trailed cattle to Illinois to be sold there. In 1879 
he married Elizabeth Dean. They had six children, 
John Thomas, Mary, Ben, Bob and Ava. A daughter, 
Amy, died as a young child. Marion Johnston was 
born in 1834 and died in 1922 at the age of 88. 

Bob Johnston attended school in Farmers Branch 
and went to Prof. Spears Private School for Boys at 
Ferris. Bob ran cattle on his father’s land as a youth. 
In 1907 he made a visit to West Texas to the 
Richardson Ranch just north of San Angelo. He 
stayed several months and hoped to return some day 
for good. 

On March 27, 1918 Bob Johnston married 
Katherine Coleman Duke of Denton. They had 
three children, Bob Jr. (b. April 1, 1919), Ruth (b. 
Oct. 19, 1921), and Marilyn Louise (b. Feb. 20, 
1925). In January 1927 the Johnston family moved 
to San Angelo and leased a 33 section ranch south 
of town which he kept for 20 years. Johnston ran up 
to 11,000 sheep and 1000 cattle. 

In earlier years Bob and his brother, Ben partnered 
in shipping steers to the Osage Country. This 
continued until Bob moved to San Angelo. From 
then he continued to send steers to the Osage and 
later to the Flint Hills of Kansas. In 1945 the profits 
from a large number of steers summered in the Flint 
Hills enabled him to buy the 110 section Red Top 
Division of the Hatchet Cattle Co. 20 miles southwest 
of Fowler, Colorado. The Johnstons spent many 
months in the summer at the Colorado ranch but 
always kept their home in San Angelo at the corner 
of Avenue J and Paseo de Vaca, which they built in 
1937. 

Katherine Duke Johnston was born March 14, 
1894 in Calvert City, Kentucky, the daughter of 
Maggie Bell Calvert and Byrd Coleman Duke. She 
was graduated from C.I.A. in Denton which is now 
Texas Women’s University. In San Angelo she was 
among the founders of Girl Scouting in the early 
1930’s. She was a member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. She died June 14, 1968 at the 
age of 74. Bob Johnston continued to live in their 
home until his death on June 18, 1979 at the age of 
90. 

Bob Johnston, Jr. was born in Dallas County on 
April 1, 1919. He moved with his family to San 
Angelo and attended school here. He is a graduate 
of San Angelo High School and Texas Christian 
University where he received a B.A. degree in 
Business Administration. Bob returned from service 
in the U.S. Army in the Philippines, Okinawa, and 
Korea during World War II to make his home in 
Colorado and become head of Red Top Incorporated. 
He is married to Doris Casstevens, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Floyd Casstevens (both deceased) of Fort 
Worth. They lived on the ranch 25 miles southeast 
of Pueblo, later moving to Pueblo where they reside 


now. Through Johnston’s efforts the Red Top 
holdings were increased to 160 sections. He has been 
a director of the American National Cattleman’s 
Assn. and is a past president of the Colorado 
Cattlemen’s Assn. He is the long time chairman of 
both the Colorado National Bank Pueblo and the 
Colorado National Bank of Belmont. Both Bob and 
Doris are active in Pueblo civic affairs. They have 
no children. 

Ruth Johnston was born in Dallas County on 
October 19, 1921 and moved to San Angelo with 
her parents in 1927. She attended San Angelo High 
School and Southern Methodist University where she 
graduated. Ruth met David Hix Lott while both 
attended S.M.U. David is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Lott of Mineola, a pioneer family of East 
Texas. His father is deceased and his mother still 
lives in Mineola. Ruth and David were married on 
November 8, 1943 while he was serving in the U.S. 
Navy. He saw duty in the Pacific area during World 
War II. After the war they lived in San Angelo where 
their son, David Hix Lott, Jr., was born Sept. 23, 
1947. Ruth was a founding member of the Young 
Women’s Service League which later became the 
Junior League of San Angelo. In 1954 they moved 
to Mineola where they now live. The Lotts have been 
prominent in the civic affairs of Mineola. Ruth is 
the recipient of the first “Woman of the Year” award 
in 1957. She served on the boards of the Mineola 
Civic Center, the Public Library and Board of 
Stewards of the Methodist Church. She is also a 
member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. David, a S.M.U. graduate, is active in 
Mineola financial institutions and owner of Lott 
Insurance Agency founded by his father in the early 
1900’s. 

Marilyn Johnston and Joseph Mayer Mertz 
married February 22, 1955 in San Angelo and moved 
to the ranch near Pie Town, New Mexico. Joe and 
his brother Mort, had purchased the ranch in 1949 
and Joe had made it his home since that time. In 
1967 they returned to San Angelo from Albuquerque 
where they also had a home. They have three 
daughters, Marilyn Katherine (b. March 21,1956), 
Margaret Lee (b. Oct. 26, 1958), and Joan Marie (b. 
March 2, 1960). Katie is married to Gary Brian 
Johnson and they have a son, Joseph Parker Johnson 
(b. March 24, 1986). Margaret is married to Kelly 
Bryan Buechler and they live in San Antonio. Joan 
Mertz lives in San Angelo. 

by Marilyn Johnston Mertz 


JOHNSTON, JOHN HOWARD 


John Howard Johnston was born to John Thomas 
Johnston and Mabel Kline Johnston on April 15, 
1923, near Farmers Branch, Dallas County. In 1925, 
“Johnny” and his family moved from Dallas County 
to begin ranching at Water Valley. He grew up there 
and began college at Texas Tech University in 1941. 

After returning from service in Italy during World 
War II, he married Ann Jeanette Dilley, daughter of 
Clarence and Anna Dilley, in Carlsbad on April 6, 
1946; they made their home at Water Valley where 
he joined his father and older brother in the ranching 
business. Johnny was actively engaged in sheep and 
cattle ranching and related interests until his untimely 
death April 10, 1969. Ann, who was a homemaker 
active in her community and church, moved to San 
Angelo in 1974 and began a new career as a dental 
office receptionist. She died five years later on 


John Howard Johnston Family 
L to R: John, Ann, Johnny, and Billy Johnston. 
March, 1962 


November 8, 1979. They are survived by two sons; 
John Dilley who was born November 2, 1948, and 
Billy Dean whose date of birth is August 5, 1951. 

John graduated from Texas Christian University 
in 1971 and married Susan A. Hutchens (born August 
25, 1949), daughter of Gerald and Sybil Hutchens, 
on August 11, 1972, in Brookesmith, Texas. They 
have two children; John Kendal (born February 
14,1976) and Keri Susann (born November 22, 
1981). 

Billy, a 1974 Texas Tech graduate, married JaJean 
Jaquess (birthdate July 13, 1952), daughter of Jack 
and Christine Jaquess, at Tahoka, Texas, on May 11, 
1974. Their three children are Billy Quinn (born July 
5, 1978), Brice Howard (born March 11, 1980), and 
Brittney Rae (born February 1, 1983). 

Today, John and Billy and their families continue 
in the ranching business in the Water Valley area 
where their paternal grandfather, J.T. Johnston, first 
began and where their father, Johnny, devoted his 
life. 

by Susan H. Johnston 


JOHNSTON, JOHN THOMAS 


John Thomas Johnston was born in Dallas County, 
on November 16, 1881. His wife, Mable Kline 
Johnston was born in Ohio on March 3, 1885. 

J. T. Johnston, bought six sections of the George 
Richardson Ranch seven miles southwest of Water 
Valley in 1925. 

He built a house in Water Valley so his children 
could go to school there. 

In 1940 he bought three sections north of Water 
Valley in Coke County. 

Their children are Mary Elizabeth (Tweedle), now 
living in El Paso. Charles Marion, now living in San 
Angelo. John Howard, who died in April of 1969. 

J. T. Johnston died June 11, 1947, and Mable 
Johnston died March 1, 1969. They are both buried 
at Fairmount Cemetery. 

by C.M. Johnston 


JOHNSTON, PRUDIE (LACKEY) 


Prudie (Lackey) Johnston, who was born May 30, 
1893, on the headwaters of Spring Creek near 
Mertzon, Irion County, was the daughter of William 
and Prudie (Strickland) Lackey. The William 
Lackeys came to Irion County after the Ben Ficklin 
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flood in 1882. The Lackeys were preparing to build 
a home at Ben Ficklin, but all their lumber was 
washed away during the flood. 

Prudie was active in many civic affairs, organizing 
the Bankers Wives Club, serving as president of the 
San Angelo Garden Club, and at one time was first 
vice-president and treasurer of San Angelo Women’s 
Club. She was a dedicated wife and mother and 
enjoyed gardening with her husband, Ray. Prudie 
died on May 2, 1965. 

The Johnston’s children are Mary Helen and 
William Clyde. Mary Helen married John H. Passow. 
They had four children: John Raymond Passow 
married Karon Koger of Big Spring and they have 
two daughters, Jennifer and Susan; Stephen E. 
Passow married Karen Lutz of Cleveland, Ohio, and 
they have two children, Ashley and Charles; Rodney 
Passow married Beverly Huddleston, and they have 
two daughters, Whitney and Chandler; and Michele 
Passow. 

by Mary Helen Johnston Passow 


JOHNSTON, RAY B. 


Raymond Baldwin Johnston was born December 
25, 1891 in Bryan, Brazos County, to William 
Reuben Johnston and Rossie Lee (McJunkin) 
Johnston. His grandparents were Samuel Brooks and 
Rosaline Louise (Tharp) McJunkin. The family 
moved to San Angelo when Ray was eight. 

Ray and Prudie married in San Angelo September 
12, 1914, and farmed for a while near Sherwood. 
They moved to San Angelo in 1915. Two children 
were born to them: Mary Helen in 1917 and William 
Clyde in 1920. 

Ray went to work at the Santa Fe freight office in 
1915. In 1917, San Angelo National Bank needed a 
bookkeeper. In 1922, the Miles National Bank 
closed. Some of the San Angelo National Bank 
directors and stockholders were interested in the 
Miles bank. They offered the cashiership in the new 
reorganized bank to Ray. 

Up to this point, Ray only knew the details of 
banking. Now he had a bank “dumped in his lap.” 
During the time the bank was closed, the building 
caught fire. The ceiling of the vault, while fireproof, 
was not waterproof; so in fighting the fire, the water 
came through the roof and collected about four feet 
deep in the vault. All books and records were soaked. 
Before the ledgers could be opened, they were lined 
up and down the sidewalk and, all day, the pages 
were turned to dry out the books. On March 17, 
1922, the bank was opened for business. Ray spent 
nearly four years in Miles. 

In 1925, San Angelo National Bank called Ray to 
come back to San Angelo. Ray moved his family 
into a house he bought on West Twohig Street in the 
middle of the block where the San Angelo National 
(Texas Commerce) Bank is now located. 

Big Lake Oil Company’s Santa Rita Well #1 blew 
in, in 1924, and San Angelo became the center of an 
oil boom for several years. During those years, Ray 
became interested in some oil transactions in a small 
way and learned about the financial side of the oil 
industry. 

In 1930, Ray was made Assistant Cashier of the 
San Angelo National Bank. 

During the Great Depression, the bank was caught 
in the great whirlpool and on Saturday, October 3, 
1931, closed its doors for reorganization.On 
November 28, 1931, the first stockholder’s meeting 
was held, and a new charter was issued the San 
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Angelo National Bank of San Angelo for the January 
1932 reopening. 

In 1946, Ray tendered his resignation as an active 
officer. After the resignation of the acting president 
and director, Sol Mayer, in 1947, Ray was elected 
executive vice president of the bank. Sometime later 
he was made president, the sixth president of San 
Angelo National Bank, where he remained until his 
retirement in May, 1955. He remained a member of 
the Board of Directors until his death on February 2, 
1984. 

Ray was a dedicated gardener all of his life, 
planting flowers and trees everywhere he lived and 
he always had a vegetable garden. 

by Mary Helen Johnston Passow 


JOHNSTON, W.R. 


In the spring of 1900, William Reuben Johnston 
brought his family to San Angelo from Bryan. With 
him he brought his wife, Rossie Lee, daughter Willie 
Rossie, age 9, sons Ray, age 8, and Sam, age 2. The 
family came here because Mrs. Johnston had 
pneumonia during the winter of 1899 and was 
advised by their doctor that unless she was moved 
to a higher, drier climate, she might not survive. 

Two old friends from Bryan had just built a rock 
building on the corner of Concho and Chadbourne 
Streets across from the Landon Hotel. Two former 
school friends from Baylor College, Lou Holmesly 
Johnson (Mrs. J. Willis Johnson, Sr.) and Claude 
Broome also were living in San Angelo. 

After finding a place for his family to stay, W.R. 
returned to Bryan and sold his interest in Sanders’ 
Brothers Company, a mercantile company, to his two 
uncles. He then obtained a box car and loaded all 
of their furniture, their buggy, horse, a milch cow, 
and moved it all to San Angelo. 

When W.R. and his son, Ray, landed in San Angelo 
about daybreak, they walked from the Santa Fe 
yards on Fourth Street to a place near Fort Concho 
that W.R. had rented. The distance was about a mile 
and a half. 

A saloon was across from the Santa Fe depot. From 
there to Harris Avenue was all open country, with 
mesquite and prickly pear cactus. On the corner of 
Harris and Chadbourne Streets was a small frame 
building for Wells-Fargo Express Company. On the 
corner of Chadbourne and Beauregard Streets was 
the old original Catholic Church. Across the street 
was the First National Bank, Cox Cunningham 
Company, Taylor and Johnson, Harris Brothers Drug 
Store, Sam Runkles’ Saloon, Legal Tender Saloon, 
the Post Office, George Allen Music Store, Jones 
and Davis Grocery, J.S. Shupert Saloon, and Charles 
Kelly’s Cafe. This was the first business block that 
they came to. 

They crossed the North Concho River on stepping 
stones (where the Chadbourne Street bridge is now) 
and on about four blocks more to the house that the 
family lived in while their new house was being built. 
The new house was to be in Angelo Heights on the 
corner of Washington and Colorado Streets. 

Their neighbors near Fort Concho were the John 
Millspaugh, the J. Willis Johnsons, and the Lawhon 
families. Some of their neighbors at the location were 
EC. Scott, Wm. Tolson, and George Richardson. 

W.R. put in a wholesale grocery business where 
the Continental Building is located now. Later, he 
sold the business to Walker-Smith and went to work 
for them. 


The new house on Colorado and Washington 
Streets was the fourth house built west of the North 
Concho river in a new addition just opened by W.G. 
Taylor. W.R. bought one-fourth of a block. The one- 
fourth block south of Washington Street belonged 
to Judge and Mrs. Garland. The Garlands had two 
sons, Halbert and Bruce, who were about Ray’s age. 
The boys walked to school on Magdalen Street which 
was built after the Ben Ficklin Flood out of blocks 
originally used for the first Tom Green County 
Courthouse in Ben Ficklin. 

The Johnstons lived in the Washington Street 
home until 1906 when they sold the place to J.W. 
Storey, father of J. Hugh Storey. At that point in 
time, they built a two-story house out on Robert Lee 
Road on five acres of land. The John W. Harris 
family were close friends and lived just south of the 
Johnstons. 

In 1910 they traded this place for a 200-acre 
irrigated farm near Sherwood, where they lived until 
1915, at which time the price of alfalfa hay sold for 
ten cents a bale, that cost twelve cents a bale to cut 
and bale. By this time, the family decided to move 
back to San Angelo, where W.R. continued to work 
for Walker-Smith, traveling and delivering groceries 
to the surrounding territory. 

In later years, W.R. and Rossie had a Purina Feed 
Store on East Concho Street until his death in 1932. 
W.R. was known to his friends as “Uncle Phil”’ all 
the years he lived here in San Angelo. 

by Mary Helen Johnston Passow 


JOHNSTON, MRS. W.R. 


Mrs. W.R. Johnston (nee Rossie Lee McJunkin) 
worked in the First Baptist Church, taught Sunday 
School for many years, and made herself a valuable 
member of this community. Rossie was called on to 
teach. She liked to tell that “My boys were restless 
indoors and were sometimes hard to discipline, until 
[hit upon the idea of holding classes out of doors by 
the river. After that, I didn’t have any trouble with 
spitballs and fighting. I told them each to bring a 
friend to every meeting, and, you know, it was no 
time at all until my class had grown from nine or ten 
boys to many times that number.” Rossie taught the 
boys from the time they were eight or nine years old 
until they were grown. 

In 1938, after she had lost her family Bible in the 
flood, the class remembered her goodness and 
guidance in their youth, and presented her with a 
new Bible. The Bible was signed by Gus Jones, 
Henry Alexander, Ray B. Johnston, Jesse Couch, 
Percey Head, Floyd Cornelison, Horace Holiman, 
W.E. Blanton, and Thomas Head. 

Rossie said, “In those days the Baptist Church was 
adobe and quite small; so we had a fair to raise money 
for a new building. The fair went on for a week, and 
we raised a thousand dollars. We had concession 
stands that sold homemade baked pies, lemonade, 
soda pop, ham and all sorts of good things. Claude 
Broome, I remember, came every night to buy a 
loaf of our specialty — a loaf of bread, hollowed out 
until only the crust remained, and filled with fried 
oysters. The saloon keepers donated soda pop and 
lemons for lemonade.” 

Mrs. Johnston’s interest in the church was inborn. 
Her father was Samuel Brooks McJunkin, a minister 
of the Baptist Church in Huntsville, where she was 
born in 1867. He was a well-educated man and 


tutored his children at home for many years. Rossie 
continued her education at old Baylor College in 
Independence, Texas, and graduated in 1886 with 
an M.A. degree - the youngest graduate Baylor had 
ever had. 

Rossie and William Reuben Johnston were 
married in 1890 in Bryan, where she often spent 
summers with her family. 

Rossie passed away on Christmas Day in 1963, 
leaving eight grandchildren and numerous great- 
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren. 

by Mary Helen Johnston Passow 


JONES —- ALLEN 


I, Esther Louise, was born on October 3, 1932, at 
Silver, Texas, in neighboring Coke County, the 
youngest of twelve children born to R.B. and Mary 
(Madie) Allen. 

My father, born October 2, 1882, near Springfield, 
Missouri, came with his parents, Katie and Charles 
Allen, to Orient, Texas, in 1903 moving from “no 
man’s land,” which later became a part of Oklahoma. 

My mother was born October 20, 1889, in Calhoun 
County in Mississippi and moved with her parents, 
S.W. and Addie Gaston, to Grape Creek community 
in 1891, later settling on ranchland near Tennyson, 
Texas. My parents married on May 6, 1906, and 
spent most of their married life on their ranch at 
Silver. 

Ibecame a resident of Tom Green County in 1949 
when I moved here to attend San Angelo College 
(now Angelo State University) after graduating from 
Robert Lee High School. It was during this time that 
I met my future husband, Walter T. Jones, who had 
moved to San Angelo in 1948 with his parents, Cecil 
and Esta Woolley Jones, from Ballinger. Cecil was 
born in Bell County near Belton, Texas, and Esta 
grew up in Paint Rock, Texas. Walter was their only 
child and spent his early life in Ballinger, graduating 
from high school there in 1945. 

Walter and I were married on March 24, 1951, in 
the First Christian Church in San Angelo by my uncle 
H.W. Gaston, a Methodist minister. Our two children 
were born in San Angelo: Debra Louise on 
November 16, 1953 and Kathryn Dian on March 5, 
1957. Walter was a full-time employee of the Texas 
National Guard and in 1961 when President Kennedy 
called the Texas National Guard to active duty at 
Fort Polk, Louisiana, we moved to Leesville, 
Louisiana to be with him. After a one year’s tour of 
duty, we returned home to a “grand welcome home 
parade and party.” San Angelo and its people never 
looked better to home town citizen soldiers and their 
families than on that day. I might add that the town 
had sent us off one year earlier with a big barbecue 
on the courthouse lawn. 

In 1968 we moved to Abilene, then in 1979 Walter 
transferred to Fort Worth, where he continued to 
work for the National Guard until his retirement in 
October 1986 after 37 years, having reached the rank 
of Chief Warrant Officer #4. 

Our older daughter, Debbie, met her husband, 
Jerry Knous from Big Spring, while both were 
attending Angelo State University and were married 
on August 24, 1974 in the First Christian Church in 
San Angelo. They have two children, Jeremy Lynn 
born June 15, 1979 and D’Lynn Louise arrived on 
August 17, 1982. They have lived in San Angelo 
until late 1987, when Jerry’s company transferred 
him to Midland, Texas. 


Jones/Greene Wedding, Dec. 18, 1982 
Lto R: Walter Jones, Esther Allen Jones, Jerry Knous, Debbie Jones Knous, D’Lynn Knous, Jeremy Knous, 


Kathy Jones Greene, and Jeff Greene 


Kathy, our youngest daughter graduated from 
Texas A&M in 1979. While there she met and 
married Jeffery H. Greene from Waco. They live in 
College Station, and both are in the research 
department at the college there. 


CW-4 Walter T. Jones, Texas Nat’l Guard 


In December 1987, Walter and I moved back to 
San Angelo after an absence of twenty years. We are 
members of Johnson Street Church of Christ. We 
look forward to being back near family and longtime 
friends. 

by Esther Allen Jones 


JONES —- KNOUS 


Jerry, Debbie, Jeremy and D’Lynn Knous 


Jerry Lynn Knous was born on January 6, 1953, 
in Big Spring, and attended school there, graduating 
from Big Spring High School in 1972. His parents, 
Verlin and Edith Knous, continue to live there, as do 
his two brothers, Richard and David, and their 
families. 

I, Debra Louise (Debbie) was born on November 
16, 1953, to Walter T. and Esther Jones in San 
Angelo. I have one sister, Kathy, who was born on 
March 5, 1957, and lives in College Station, Texas, 
with her husband, Jeff Greene. I attended elementary 
school at McGill and was in the last class of seventh 
graders to attend Washington Junior High. I was also 
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a member of the first eighth grade class to attend the 
new John Glenn Junior High School, and I remem- 
ber when John Glenn came for the opening of the 
school named in his honor in 1967. 

In 1968, I moved with my parents to Abilene and 
graduated from Cooper High School in 1972. I then 
returned to San Angelo to attend Angelo State 
University, graduating from there in 1977. While in 
college, I met Jerry Knous and we were married in 
the First Christian Church in San Angelo on August 
24, 1974. 

We have been blessed with two children, Jeremy 
Lynn born June 15, 1979, and D’Lynn Louise arrived 
on August 17, 1982. Jerry is district manager for 
Fiber Flex and is very active with the Shriners. I 
teach kindergarten at Fort Concho Elementary 
School and before that I taught at Glenmore and at a 
private school. 

In December 1987, Jerry was transferred to 
Midland, Texas. It was very hard for us to pull up 
our roots here, and though we no longer live in San 
Angelo, it will always be special to us. 

by Debbie Knous 


JONES, ALPEARL (TURNER) 


Alpearl (Turner) Jones 


Alpearl Turner Jones was born in Mumford, 
August 12, 1933. She was the eldest child of Frank 
and Robbie Lee (Davis) Turner. Shortly before the 
birth of her sister, Bobbie Faye Turner in 1936, her 
father died at an early age. After his death, her 
mother took her daughters to live in her home town 
of Hearne. They lived there until her mother married 
Lenton Dunn (deceased 1973) in 1941. Two children 
were added to the family: Kenneth Jowel Dunn 
(San Angelo) and Ella Mae (Dunn) Levine 
(Lubbock). 

The family united with Greater St. Paul A.M.E. 
Church. During her early church years, Alpearl 
served as Sunday School Secretary, President of the 
Young People’s Department, a member of the Junior 
Usher Board and the Youth Choir. 

Alpearl attended Blackshear Elementary/High 
School, graduating in 1952 with honors. She received 
the “Best Citizenship Award” and other scholastic 
awards from her church and local clubs. She at- 
tended Texas Southern University in Houston, for 
2.5 years, majoring in Political Science. 
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Walter B. Jones 


In 1953 she married M.G. Givens. To this marriage 
two daughters were born. Alarice (Massingill), born 
1956 at Goodfellow Air Force Base, San Angelo, 
and Robbinett (Butler, Wilson) born in 1958 in 
Houston. Both daughters live in San Angelo. 
Alarice is an LVN with the City Health Department; 
Robbinett is employed by G.T.E. 

While living in Houston, Alpearl was active in 
the church and the community. She was a member 
of Wesley Chapel A.M.E. Church where she worked 
for five years as Church Clerk. She was a Sunday 
School Teacher and worked with the Young People’s 
Department. She organized the first Girl Scout Troop 
at Wesley Chapel. She was PTA President of 
McGregor Elementary School for three years. She 
organized three Girl Scout Troops at McGregor and 
was a Neighborhood Girl Scout Chairperson for the 
San Jacinto Girl Scouts Council. She was an active 
member of the Y.W.C.A. 

In 1969 Alpearl and her daughters moved back to 
San Angelo. She has been employed by GTE since 
1969. 

She reunited with Greater St. Paul A.M.E. Church 
and serves as Church Secretary, a Steward, Sunday 
School Teacher, Director of the Junior Usher Board 
(she reorganized this Board in 1980) a member of 
the Senior Usher Board and a member of the 
Missionary Society. She is the Director of the Young 
People’s Division of the Missionary Society of the 
Northwest Texas Conference. In this position she 
coordinates and directs the Christian development 
and growth of young people in 21 churches 
throughout the Northwest. Prior to this position, she 
was Worship Director of the Conference Missionary 
Society. Alpearl has traveled extensively with the 
Church. In 1983, she was elected Delegate from the 
Conference to the Missionary Quadrennial held in 
Columbia, South Carolina. In July of 1987, she 
attended the Quadrennial in Atlanta, Georgia, along 
with the Youth Delegation. 

Alpearl is a member of the Blackshear Elementary 
School PTA, the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, and NAACP. She works with Volunteers in 
Public Schools (VIP). 

In 1984, she was an unsuccessful candidate for a 
position on the San Angelo School Board. The 
LaCortia Club gave her the “Outstanding Citizen- 
ship”’ award. 


Alpearl is an accomplished public speaker. In June, 
1985 she was the Keynote Speaker at the Morning 
Worship Services at Mt. Tabor Baptist Church in 
Dallas, Texas. She has been the guest speaker at 
numerous church programs and various social and 
civic club affairs. 

Alpearl married retired Air Force Master Sergeant 
Walter B. Jones in 1978. Walter is the father of four 
sons by a previous marriage. They are Walter, Jr. 
(Abilene), Eddie (New York City), James and Dwight 
of San Angelo. Together they have three grand- 
daughters: Ebeny Lynn Givens, daughter of 
Haywood and Alarice (Givens) Massingill; Brandy 
Jania Butler, daughter of Raymond and Robbinett 
(Butler) Wilson; and Lacee Shalaine Jones, daughter 
of James and Saundra Jones. 

Walter was born in Crandell, Texas in 1925 to Rev. 
James and Hattie (Doss) Jones. He is the youngest 
of ten children. He has one living brother, Phillip 
Jones of Dallas, Texas. Walter moved from Rosebud, 
to San Angelo in 1943. He served 26 years in the 
United States Air Force, retiring in 1975. For the 
past 12 years he was employed at Goodfellow Air 
Force Base. 

He is a member of Greater St. Paul A.M.E. Church 
where he serves as a Steward. He is a member of the 
Blackshear Elementary School PTA and the NAACP. 
He is quite supportive of the various activities that 
Alpearl is involved in. Walter is a very benevolent 
person; he runs errands for and sits with sick/shut-in 
friends. Walter and Alpearl enjoy entertaining 
relatives and friends in their home. 

by Alpearl Turner Jones 


JONES, DWIGHT C. 


é - 
Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Jones with Conservation 
Ranchers of the year award, 1981 


Dwight Calvin Jones, born in San Angelo, Texas, 
July 22, 1924, was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. 
Jones. Growing up on the ranch, located in southern 
Coke and northern Tom Green counties, Dwight 
learned the sheep business from his father, who had 
been a successful sheepman for many years. Dwight 
attended public school in San Angelo, but had private 
teachers at the ranch during times when ranch work 
required the help of the entire family. His college 
education was from Texas Technological College in 
Lubbock, where he studied subjects related to 
ranching and agriculture. 

The first livestock of his very own was a small 
herd of angora goats. Then in the late 1940’s Dwight 
owned a herd of shorthorn cattle, but soon sold them 
when the drought came in 1951. Though Dwight and 
his father raised a few horses during the 1930’s and 
1940’s, their principal interest was Rambouillet 


sheep. Dwight took great pride in developing a fine 
herd of pure Rambouillets, breeding his own rams, 
using stud rams purchased from some of the top 
Rambouillet flocks. 

On October 12, 1952, Dwight married Pearl Berry, 
daughter of Water Valley ranchers, J.O. and Dorothy 
Berry. Dwight then leased the ranch from his father, 
Robert Jones, and the elder Joneses moved to San 
Angelo to live for two years, after which time they 
returned to the ranch to spend their remaining years. 
At this time, Dwight and Pear] built a home of their 
own on the ranch. 

The Dwight Joneses became the parents of a 
daughter, Linda Ann, born March 9, 1955. Linda 
grew up with a great love and concern for all animals, 
and it became her job to care for any baby lambs 
that had to be raised without mothers. 

With the help of his wife and daughter, Dwight 
continued to work with and improve his sheep flock. 
They built up a reputation for raising good sheep 
and soon began selling lambs to 4H Club and Future 
Farmers of America girls and boys. Their lambs were 
known to be winners throughout the state. 

Having learned of the dangers of overstocking 
during the drought years of the early 1950’s, Dwight 
became aware of the importance of range conser- 
vation and worked closely with soil conservation 
experts to improve the ranch. In 1981, he and his 
wife were selected Conservation Ranchers of the 
year by the Tom Green Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

Much of Dwight Jones’s free time from ranch 
duties was spent reading. He enjoyed visiting friends, 
making new acquaintances, talking politics, 
investing in stocks, always trying to outguess what 
was going to happen next. When someone was 
talking, he listened, and he would always remember 
what was said. Any time he met a stranger, he would 
never forget his name. 

by Pearl Jones and Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Demere 


JONES, ELGENE (REX) 


Elgene Rex was born December 25, 1922, at 
Veribest, Texas, the daughter of J.R. and Maud Rex. 
She was married September 25, 1946 to Henry 
Henning from Wall. They had three children: Vernie 
Launell, Annette, and Henry Larue. 

Vernie Launell Henning was born July 30, 1947. 
She married Crisp, and they had two children: Amber 
Crisp, born October 25, 1971; and Mark Crisp, born 
November 15, 1969. 

Annette Henning was born June 26, 1948, married 
Bobby Legg, and had one daughter, Tammie Legg, 
born April 21, 1970. 

Henry Larue Henning was born September 27, 
1951, was married and divorced, has two children: 
Kenneth Lee, born October 27, 1982; and Samanthia 
Ugene, born June 9, 1984. 

Elgene and Henry and family, all live in Houston. 

by Wanda Dickson 


JONES, DR. J. FRANK 


Dr. J. Frank Jones was born March 9, 1878 in 
Miller Grove. He studied at St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Fort Worth and was graduated from the University 
of Texas medical school in 1903. He served Water 
Valley from 1913 through 1923 and later practiced 
in San Angelo. 
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Lewis C. and James Lynn Jones 


Dr. Jones thought of himself as a pioneer West 
Texas “cowboy doctor.’ During his career he set so 
many collar bones for cowboys injured in falls he 
became known as an expert in the field. 

He and his wife, Pearl, had two sons, Lewis C. 
and James Lynn Jones. 

Pearl Jones died in 1923 at Water Valley. 

Dr. Jones was a member of the Harris and Irving 
Church of Christ. 

He died August 28, 1961 and is buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Mary Lou McBride and JoAn Earnest 


JONES, ROBERT JACKSON 


Robert Jackson Jones, born September 8, 1887, 
was the son of John Calvin Jones and the former 
Nancy Josephine Cox. He was the oldest of nine 
children. The family lived on a stock farm near 
Balmorhea. 

At approximately the age of 14, Robert Jones left 
home and struck out on his own. After working for 
several ranches, he went into partnership with an 
uncle, D. Jones, in New Mexico. They ran a large 
flock of registered Rambouillet sheep on the plains 
between Roswell and Tatum. While there, Robert 


Robert J. Jones 


met and married Ollie Bell Melton on October 12, 
1918. 

The Robert Joneses were ranching in southeastern 
New Mexico when economic conditions warranted 
a move to greener pastures. Since prospects looked 
a little brighter in the Concho country, they moved 
themselves and their sheep flock to leased land 
along the Kickapoo Creek in southern Tom Green 
County. On July 22, 1924, the Robert Joneses’ only 
son, Dwight Calvin, was born in San Angelo. 

In 1926, after a few years on the Kickapoo, they 
were able to purchase 3.5 sections of land from 
Brooks Johnson, in northern Tom Green and southern 
Coke counties, on the headwaters of what is now 
Bald Eagle Creek. Soon after this, Mr. Jones decided 
to retire from ranching. He leased the ranch and 
moved his family to the Los Angeles area of 
California. Finding retirement dull and life in 
California not to their liking, the Joneses returned to 
Texas within a year, regained possession of their 
land and were back in the ranching business. Shortly 
after their return they were able to purchase an 
additional three sections of adjoining land from 
Minna Ernst, widow of F. F. Ernst, in 1930, to bring 
their land holdings to approximately 4,800 acres. 


Ollie Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones, along with their only child, 
Dwight, raised sheep, cattle, and at one time a few 
horses, some for their own use on the ranch and the 
surplus were sold to the army. Rambouillet sheep 
were the main emphasis of the Jones ranch. Other 
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than occasional temporary hired help, all the ranch 
work was done by the Jones family. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jones were active in ranching until their respective 
deaths, Robert Jones on September 18, 1971, and 
his wife in April, 1983. 

by Linda and Harold Lemley 


JONES, VERNON M. 


Vernon M. “Nub”’ Jones was born in Kaufman 
County, Texas, the second son of Larkin and Eva 
Jones. The Jones family moved to Tom Green County 
during the Depression and settled near Carlsbad, 
Texas. Agnes Ferne Tate was born in Water Valley, 
the daughter of Sanders Luther and Myrtle Agnes 
Tate. Vernon and Ferne both graduated from Water 
Valley High School and were later married in Water 
Valley. 

Vernon served in the U.S. Navy during WWII. 
His occupations have included mechanic, book- 
keeper, and merchant. Ferne has taught music 
privately and in public schools. For the past 23 years, 
Vernon and Ferne have been child care workers, 
providing guidance and love to hundreds of chil- 
dren. Since 1968 they have lived at Boysville, a home 
for boys located near San Antonio. Vernon is the 
Farm and Ranch Director having responsibility for 
livestock projects for the boys. Vernon and Ferne 
have served as 4-H leaders for the chapter located at 
Boysville. Their dedication and service, not only to 
the children whose lives they have touched, but also 
to the community, resulted in Vernon being selected 
as Outstanding 4-H Leader in the State of Texas and 
Ferne receiving the same honor the following year. 

James V. Jones, son of Vernon and Ferne, was born 
in San Angelo, Texas. James graduated from Pettus 
High School and Texas A&I University and served 
in the U.S. Army in the Republic of South Korea 
and South Vietnam. He and his wife, Hyong S. Kim, 
have one daughter, Catherine Elaine. James is a 
consultant engineer and is the owner of Logistics 
Management Associates, a consulting firm. They 
now live in Irvine, California. 

by Vernon Jones 


JONES, WILL C. 


Will C. Jones 
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Will C. Jones, born April 14, 1873, in New 
Hampton, Iowa, came to Tom Green County in the 
late 1870’s with his parents, William C. Jones and 
Margaret Currie Jones, sisters Sadie and Minnie, 
and brother Robert. He grew up on land his father 
bought on the South Concho River near Christoval, 
and was associated with the ranch all of his life. 
When he was a young man, he hired out on some of 
the large cow outfits and was a rider on one of the 
last open range roundups in West Texas that took 
place in the area of Ozona, Texas. 

He married Isabelle McCrohan, a native of Tom 
Green County, on December 28, 1898. 

Will Jones served in the Texas Rangers 1917-1920, 
and was a director of the First National Bank of San 
Angelo from 1925 until his death, December 1, 1960. 
Will and Isabelle Jones were the parents of Eugene 
W. Jones of Christoval, who died November 12, 
1951, and Maggie B. Upton, resident of San Angelo. 

Mrs. Jones died June 22, 1964. 

by Bill Upton 


JORDAN, J. H. SR. 


James Homer Jordan, Sr. 


James Homer Jordan, Sr., was born in Middleton, 
Tennessee, April 26, 1883, and died on February 8, 
1965, in San Angelo. His parents were James P. and 
Mary Jane Luttrell Jordan. James Homer married 
Minnie Myrtle Sinclair (born in Waynesboro, 
Tennessee, October 22, 1885) in San Angelo, on 
May 5, 1909. She was the daughter of William 
Thomas and Cynthia Ann Ray Sinclair. 

Six children were born in Tom Green County: 
James William, who married Idella Mae Talbott; 
Jack Gilbert, who married Fannie Alline Farr; James 
Homer, Jr., who married Georgia LaVoy Stewart; 
Paul Clyde, who married Tommie Grey Linthicum, 
and twin girls Mary Maxine and Mack Charlene. 
Mack died in 1928 at the age of six years. Mary 
Maxine married Dr. William Russell Benson. 

Myrtle Sinclair Jordan died in San Angelo on 
August 4, 1955. James Homer, Sr., married Gladys 
Roberts on July 31, 1957. 

Before ending fifty years of employment with the 
First National Bank (then located on the corner of 


Minnie Myrtle Jordan 


Beauregard and Chadbourne streets), Homer, Sr., 
was bookkeeper for the Norman Taylor Grocery store 
on Avenue A. Myrtle was a homemaker and cared 
for James P. and Cynthia Ann until their deaths. They 
were members of the Church of Christ. 

Tales that were related by Homer Jordan, Sr., 
during his early years in the banking business (1911- 
1961) were interesting. A loan was made in the 
amount of fifty dollars on a horse. He wrote the 
owner to get the money or to bring in the horse. 
Before repaying the loan, the borrower had left the 
horse in a public feed lot. The lot owner sent the 
bank a feed bill. The bank released the horse for the 
bill, figuring the animal wasn’t worth the $50.00 and 
the amount of the feed bill. 

The bank was never robbed; however, as a pre- 
caution, back in the days when so many banks were 
being robbed, there was a guard and each officer 
and teller had a revolver handy to use if needed. In 
addition, the bank owned a machine gun and a few 
shotguns. 

One day, several employees from the bank decided 
to have a target practice. They went out to a ranch 
about six miles from town and put up some targets 
in front of a railroad dump. After the bombardment 
with the available firearms, an inspection was made. 
Not only were the targets destroyed, but Dick 
Nasworthy’s sheep-proof fence was riddled with 
bullets. An attempt to sell the machine gun was 
made, but the bank officials found it would take an 
act of Congress to accomplish the sale. Only the 
bank officials have the secret as to what happened 
to the First National Bank’s machine gun. 

Mr. Jordan was a member of the Lions Club and 
many other civic organizations. 

Jack Gilbert and Mary Maxine are the surviving 
children of this family. 

by Georgia S. Jordan 


KEATING, JAMES B. 


James Brady Keating, generally called Jimmie, 
was born September 23, 1861, in San Antonio. His 
parents had come from Ireland; the father, Dennis 
Keating, a government wheel-wright, in 1875 was 


transferred to Fort Concho, the year General 
Benjamin H. Grierson took command of the post. 
When 13-year-old Edith Grierson died of typhoid 
in 1878, Dennis Keating made the coffin. 

Jimmie Keating got a job as messenger boy at the 
post. In 1876 he carried the news of General Custer’s 
death to the staff officers. After working in the post 
trader’s store for J.L. Millspaugh, he was a clerk 
of Hart & Currie, and later for Felix DeMoss in 
Saint Angela. As was the custom in those days, he 
slept on the floor at the back of the store. In 1878 
Captain Arrington and other state rangers stayed 
overnight in the same back room. They were in 
town to investigate the killing of a buffalo hunter 
in Jim Morris’s saloon. 

In 1883 Jimmie Keating became deputy county 
clerk under John Lackey. In 1887 he went to work 
as a bookkeeper for Jonathan Miles, then a large 
landowner. Again he became a deputy clerk under 
Ed Duggan. In 1908 James Keating became county 
clerk, a position he held until his death February 3, 
1935. He was succeeded by his son, Emmett Keating, 
who retained the office until his death March 23, 
1953. The Keatings, father and son, had held the 
county clerk’s office for 65 years. 

James Keating on November 7, 1885, married 
Jesusita “Susie” Alderette in Catholic vows at the 
ranch home of her father, Pablo Alderette, on North 
Concho. Father M. J. Pairier performed the 
ceremony. Born in 1870 in San Antonio, she had 
come here as an infant with her parents. 

The Keatings first lived in a small house on 
Twohig Avenue not far from the rock Presbyterian 
church. In 1888 they moved north into the Miles 
addition. Their homestead was the property later 
owned by Dr. A.Q. Shirley. In 1924 they moved 
to 1709 North Randolph. Ten children were born, 
Ed, Joe, Kate (Mrs. George Satathite), Emmett, Clara 
(Mrs. Jake Cook), John, and Vivian (Mrs. Jack 
Owen). 

Surviving her brothers and sisters by many years, 
Mrs. Keating died in March 1958. Her descendants 
still live in San Angelo. 

James B. Keating had four sisters. Mollie, who 
helped in the county clerk’s office, married Albert 
Turner (a cousin of Ainslie Turner). Nellie, Rose and 
Kate Keating never married; Rose and Kate moved 
to California. A brother, Robert E. Keating, lived in 
Temple. 

by Tom Green County Historical Society 


KEEL, G.R. 


Granville Rester (Peat) Keel and wife, Cora Lee, 
lived in Tom Green County until 1948, he arriving 
in 1916 and she in 1926. 

Peat was born (1899) in McLennan County to 
James W. and Annie Lee (Breedlove) Keel and grew 
up on their farm. While there, he met distant cousin 
Cora who later became his wife. 

When Peat was seventeen, his family moved to a 
farm near Wall. Peat joined J.W.’s combining and 
thrashing business, taking crews all over West and 
North Texas. He also learned to operate heavy road- 
building machinery. 

J.W. stood 6 feet 4 inches, Will, 6 feet 5 inches, 
and Peat 6 feet 3.5 inches. Neighbors recall coming 
upon the Keel’s automobile, stuck in mud. The boys 
climbed out, picked up the car, set it on firm ground, 
climbed back in, and drove away. 

Cora, born (1907) in McLennan County to Tolbert 
Alexander and Ada Frances (Merritt) Keel, grew up 


Granville R. (Peat) and Cora Keel about 1941-42 


in McLennan and Falls counties, attending school at 
Satin and Perry. Her mother died in 1925. Cora, the 
eldest daughter at home, quit school and assumed 
the household duties. Years later, Cora worked hard 
to insure that her children received the education 
that she missed. 


Children of Peat and Cora Keel around 1941-42 
L-R, Back row: Ruby Mae, Patsy Ann, G.R. Jr. Front 
row: Twins, James Wesley and Jerry Tolbert 


Peat and Cora married in 1926, making their home 
on the farm in a small house near his parents. In 1929, 
their first child was born. Later that year, with farm 
business down, the family moved into San Angelo 
and operated a fruit and curio stand selling plaster 
pieces which Peat made and Cora painted. Several 
of Cora’s younger sisters lived with them then, 
attending school or working, and baby sitting while 
Cora worked at the meat cannery at night. 

In 1936, Peat went to work for the County, 
operating the maintainer. In 1940, the family (now 
with five children) moved back to the farm, which 
J.W. had divided among his children. Peat, with the 
family’s help, worked the farm evenings and week- 
ends while working for the County by day. During 
World War II he helped build air strips and bases all 
over Texas. The family, meantime, was active in 
community activities, including the Baptist church, 
P.T.A., and 4-H Club. 

Peat sold the farm in 1948, buying a farm near 
Clifton. He continued farming and road work until 
1956, when he sold the farm and built a house in 
Clifton. He continued working until his death in 
1970. Cora still lives in her home in Clifton. 

Peat and Cora had five children: Ruby Mae (Mrs. 
Norman Crook) of Houston, G.R. Jr. (died 1968), 
Patsy Ann (Mrs. Ralph Bass), Midland, twins, James 
Wesley of Richmond and Jerry Tolbert of Spring, 
both near Houston. 

by Ruby Keel Crook 


KEEL, J.W. 


James W. and Annie Lee Keel, probably about 1939- 
40 


James Wesley Keel and wife, Annie Lee, lived in 
Tom Green County from 1916 until his death in 1942 
and hers in 1948. 

J.W. was born in Coffee County, Tennessee 
(1869), to Granville and Elvira (Croslyn) Keel. 
Annie Lee was born in Morgan County, Alabama 
(1872), to David Dancy and Martha (Craft) 
Breedlove. They were married in Alabama and two 
of their children were born there — William Walter 
and Minnie Vene (Mrs. Ed Elliott). Emma Lou 
(Mrs. J.R. Hill), Mattie Lee (Mrs. William Brasher), 
Mary Jennie (Mrs. Lee Dixon), and Granville Rester 
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or early ‘30°s 


(called “Peat’’?) were born in McLennan County, 
Texas, where the family settled in 1892. 

In 1916, after visiting Minnie and Ed at Wall, the 
Keels decided to move to the Wall community. 
Pleased with the nice flat land, they bought land 
across US 87 from the Elliott place, two and a half 
miles east of Wall. Later, 6-foot 4-inch J.W. stood at 
a meeting about terracing and said, “Neighbors, I 
have spent a lot of time and money to get away from 
hills, and I don’t intend to start building them now.” 

The family moved by train. When the train arrived 
in San Angelo, the Elliotts and neighbors were 
waiting to help the Keels move their animals, 
farming equipment, and household belongings to the 
farm. J.W. and sons worked in the Ranger oil fields 
in 1917-18, and in San Angelo building boxcars for 
the Orient Railroad. In spite of a limited education, 
J.W. had a head for business and was the first man 
in Tom Green County to buy a combine. He became 
the leading wheat grower in the county, and operated 
a combining and thrashing business, taking crews 
all over West Texas and the Panhandle. Relatives 
and hired hands made up the crews. Using a big wood 
cook stove, Annie Lee cooked the crew’s meals when 
they were near home, besides raising a garden, 
turkeys, chickens, and milking the cows. 

J.W. belonged to the Odd Fellows and Annie Lee, 
the Rebekahs. They were members of the Baptist 
Church. J.W. was one of the first to sign up for the 
REA. 

Several orphaned relatives grew up in the Keel 
home alongside the Keel children, and during the 
depression, jobless family members found refuge 
there. Big family gatherings occurred frequently. 
The children loved Grandpa’s big pocket watch and 
waited for the clap of his big hands as a signal to 
jump onto his lap. 

J.W. retired from farming in 1940, deeding the 
farm to his children. Although all of J.W.’s children 
are now dead, many descendants still live in the 
county and hold a reunion for family and friends each 
second weekend of July. 

by Ruby Keel Crook (granddaughter) 


KEENEY —- PRICE 


Gene and Ruth Keeney are not native San 
Angeloans but since we have been here for 46 years 
we feel like we belong. 

Gene Keeney and Ruth Price were married June 
25, 1941 in Bronte, Texas. 

Gene, son of Charlie and Olive Keeney, was born 
in Bronte on October 6, 1918. Ruth, daughter of Will 
and Willie Price, was born in Bronte on March 22, 
1919. They both graduated from Bronte High 
School, Gene in 1935 and Ruth in 1936. 


234 


Gene and Ruth Keeney 


Gene attended Hardin-Simmons University for 
two years and was a member of the Hardin-Simmons 
Cowboy Band. He then enrolled in the Dallas 
Embalming School and upon graduating and after 
taking the State Board, he was employed at Robert 
Massie Funeral Home in San Angelo. He has been 
with Robert Massie since February of 1941. By the 
time he was 25 years old he was manager of the 
funeral home and in 1956 he bought some stock in 
the company. He bought the remainder of the stock 
in 1971 and started building the new funeral home 
across the river from the old establishment in 1972. 
The new building was completed in 1973. 

Gene has been active in the Jaycees, was a charter 
member and President of the Downtown Optimist 
Club, President of the Texas Funeral Directors 
Association, President of the Board of Directors of 
the Rio Concho Manor and a member of the First 
Baptist Church. 

After graduation from high school, Ruth attended 
Abilene Christian College for one year. Since she 
and Gene have been married she has been involved 
in Beta Sigma Phi, P.T.A., the Opti-Mrs. Club, 
Sunday School and a member of the First Baptist 
Church. 

Gene and Ruth have two wonderful children. 
Cynthia Ann was born in San Angelo on July 26, 
1942. She attended school in San Angelo and 
graduated from Central High School in 1960. She 
attended the University of Texas and graduated in 
1964 with a degree in Interior Design. On June 5, 
1965 she married Frank Simmelmann. They live in 
Deer Park, Texas and have three children, Marc, 
Heidi and Michael. 

Gene Price was born in San Angelo on March 4, 
1947. He attended San Angelo schools graduating 
from Central High in 1965. He attended Angelo State 
University and graduated in 1970 with a degree in 
Business. He then attended the Dallas School of 
Mortuary Science and after graduation joined his 
father in the funeral business at Robert Massie 
Funeral Home. On May 26, 1973 he married Holly 
Wilson and they have three children: Krispin, Fran 
and Rebecca. 

by Gene Keeney 


KEESLING, JAMES BRUCE 


Riss | 
Bruce and Pauline Keesling and daughter, Diane 
(Threat) 


James Bruce Keesling was born October 9, 1910 
in Sumner, Lamar County, Texas. Bruce was the 
second son of James Evertt and Fannie Ward 
Keesling, the husband of Pauline Baugh Keesling, 
and the father of Sylvia Diane Keesling Threat. 

After attending Maxie High School he entered the 
United States Army, on January 30, 1941; trained 
in Texas and at Fort Ord, California. During World 
War II, Bruce participated in the French, Ardennes, 
Rhineland and Central European campaigns as a 
member of the 16th Artillery Observation Battalion. 
For his part in these campaigns, Bruce received 
A.D. A.T.O., E.A.M.E., 4 Bronze Stars, Good 
Conduct medal, and Campaign Ribbons. He was 
discharged at the Separation Center at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, Oct. 31, 1945. 

Following his discharge, Bruce became a Federal 
Civil Service Fire Fighter at Camp Hulen. A string 
of camp closures kept Bruce on the move. First with 
Camp Hulen closing in 1946 he transferred to Camp 
Maxey, Paris, Texas. Then with Camp Maxey 
closing in 1948 he transferred to Goodfellow Air 
Force Base, San Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas. 
On arriving in San Angelo, Bruce and his wife 
Pauline rented their first home from the John E. 
Robbins, Sr. family at 910 Austin. Bruce Keesling 
served with the Fire Fighting Unit at Goodfellow 
AFB until his retirement on November 17, 1963. 
Bruce passed away on April 29, 1972. 

Following her marriage to Bruce in June 1942, 
Pauline Keesling continued plying her trade as a 
school teacher at Sumner, DeKalb, and Paris, Texas 
before coming to San Angelo. She taught first in San 
Angelo at the Ft. Concho Elementary School from 
1948 thru 1950. After a leave for the birth of her 
only daughter in 1950, Mrs. Keesling returned to 
her teaching career with stints in the Tom Green 
County School System at Wall, Texas for five years, 
in the San Angelo School System at Alta Loma for 
four years, then back to the County system at 
Christoval, and Carlsbad State (Tuberculosis) 
Hospital and ending her career teaching Special 
Education for Home and Hospital Bound Children. 
Pauline retired in May 1977, after 32 years of 
teaching. 

On December 31, 1971 Bruce gave his daughter 
in marriage to James (Jim) Rickey Threat, of Forrest 
City, Arkansas. They met while Jim attended service 
school at Goodfellow Air Force Base. Jim and Diane 
remained in San Angelo for three weeks while he 
finished school. After a three year tour of duty in 
Germany, a tour at Ft. Meade, Maryland, and a 
semester at the University of Arkansas, they settled 
in Laurel, Maryland in 1978. Jim, Diane and their 
daughter, Katrina Anne, reside in Laurel, Anne 
Arundel County, Maryland. 

by Mrs. James R. Threat 


KEITH, ROY MANSON and 
BETTIE CLOTEELE 
(UNDERWOOD) 


I, Bettie Cloteele Keith, was born June 11, 1916, 
at Arden, Irion County, Texas, the youngest daughter 
of William Robert “Bob” Underwood and Elizabeth 
“Lizzie” Bush (Gibson) Underwood. Bob’s parents 
were Andrew Thomas and Mary (Ricketts) 
Underwood. 

I went to school and lived for a long time in the 
Arden Community. From January 1905 until 1935, 
each year there was an Underwood child in the local 
school. 

October 25, 1935, I was married to Roy Manson 
Keith, son of Ewell Music and Ada Cedilla (Penn) 
Keith. He was born in Oklahoma, January 26, 1914. 
For a brief time we continued living at Arden. In 
July, 1936, we moved to San Angelo, Tom Green 
County, Texas. Later, Roy was employed by Texas 
State Highway Department; so we lived in Mertzon, 
Ozona, and Barnhart, Texas. In May 1951, we moved 
back to San Angelo. 

Roy went to work for Lone Star Gas Company, 
and worked there eight years. Then he was employed 
by Madye’s shoe factory, which later sold out to 
Barry’s and is still in production. After six years, 
Roy retired from there. 

Iwas employed at Shannon West Texas Memorial 
Hospital beginning in February, 1947, for twelve 
years. Then I was employed by Ethicon, Johnson & 
Johnson, Inc. until I retired July 1, 1981, after 
twelve years. 

We are affiliated with the Church of Christ. We 
live seven miles north of San Angelo, and are parents 
of three children: Charles Marvin, Beverly Lou, and 
Johnny Gerald. 

Charles Marvin Keith was born August 5, 1936, 
in San Angelo and attended San Angelo schools. 
After twenty-one years in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
he now lives in Lorena, Texas. He has three children: 
Kanta Leon, Jeffery Warren, and Audra Denise (now 
Mrs. Glen Coleman). Denise, who lives in San 
Angelo, has two boys, Christopher Glen and James 
David. 

Beverly Lou Keith (now Mrs. Harold Johnson) 
was born September 1, 1940, in Ozona, Texas. She 
attended school in San Angelo, has four children, 
and lives in Lorena, Texas. Debbie Lou (Brock), now 
Mrs. Anh Doan, lives in San Angelo and has two 
boys, Bradly and Doni. Billy Darrell Brock lives in 
San Angelo. Theresa Donnell (Johnson), now Mrs. 
Eddie Edwards, lives in Waco, Texas. She has one 
son, Corey Wayne Edwards. Tami Jo Johnson lives 
at home. 

Johnny Gerald Keith was born April 21, 1951, in 
San Angelo. He attended San Angelo and Grape 
Creek schools. He has a daughter, Sharon Keith. 
They live in Akins, Texas. 

by Mrs. Roy Keith 


KEITH, SEATON 


Seaton Keith was born in Edinburgh, Scotland 
February 5, 1857. His father, Dr. Thomas Keith, was 
a well known Scottish surgeon, and his brother, 
David Keith and sister, Gertrude Keith, were also 
doctors. 

He was well educated and before coming to Texas 
had been a clerk in Rangoon, Burma. He came to 
New York as a shipping clerk in a steamship office. 


In the summer of 1881 he came to San Angelo and 
visited the Jefferson Erskine Ranch. 

He served as County Commissioner, Precinct No. 
2, from 1890-1896 and again in 1906 and 1908. 

He was active in civic and social life of the 
community, being a leader of the San Angelo Fair 
Association in its early days, president of the old 
San Angelo Club, later secretary of the San Angelo 
Country Club. 

He was a naturalized citizen of the United States. 
His obituary in the October 12, 1940 edition of the 
San Angelo Standard Times, described him thus: 

“Former County Commissioner and ranch leader, 
Mr. Keith was one of the last of the historic group of 
English, Scottish and Irish Settlers who came to this 
area in the early 1880’s in search of adventure and 
fortune. No group contributed any more to the basic 
culture and character of San Angelo and marked 
it with an Anglo-Saxon accent that was an important 
if not dominant influence in the early life of the 
community. 

“Mr. Keith was the next to the last survivor of the 
old group among whom were: J.G. (Pat) Murphy 
and W.A. Guthrie, founders of Standard Times, Capt. 
William Turner, John Findlater, George Richardson, 
Billy Anson and his brothers, R. Rochefort Wade, 
Burton P. Wade, James Weddell, Hector McKenzie, 
H.W. Verner, Gerome McDowell, Edmund G. Cook, 
W.H. Collyns, Viscount Boyle, Lord Chetwynd, 
John Kennedy, Tom McCall. Mr. McCall is the only 
living member of the clan (1940). Alex Collins 
played golf with him this past summer on the Santa 
Monica, California, course. 

They found the West, which Horace Greeley had 
recommended so consistently, to their liking and all 
prospered in the boom days from the ‘80’s to the 
World War. A few lost their fortunes in their de- 
clining years. Among these were Mr. Keith. But for 
a quarter of a century these were big names in West 
Texas and among them all Seaton Keith was a 
favorite, the perfect Scottish gentleman. 

“Mr. Keith came to San Angelo in the summer of 
1881. He went first to the Jefferson Erskine Ranch 
whose headquarters was what is now Lipan Springs 
Ranch of Col. Richard Waring (1940). Later, he 
bought the property, improving it and lived there until 
he sold it the to the late W.C. Barron in May 1910.A 
bachelor, his ranch headquarters was a rendezvous 
for the visiting Britishers who came into this country 
on many occasions. He had fine dogs and was a good 
shot.” 

In May, 1910 Mr. Keith sold the Lipan Springs 
Ranch to W.C. Barron of Coke County, Texas. In 
the trade Mr. Keith received the Barron Ranch in 
Coke County. The land adjoined the W.L. Clawson 
place on the North, and my father, Frank Clawson, 
rode for the Barron Ranch. After Mr. Keith bought 
the property, he worked for Mr. Keith the next 6 
years. At that time the property was sold off in 
smaller tracts and my father bought the .5 section 
adjoining his father’s place; this was in 1916. He 
built a house on it and lived there the rest of his life; 
this is where I now live. My father often spoke of 
Mr. Keith and the days of long ago. 

by Betty Clawson 


KEITH, W.R. and EMMA 
(HOLLIDAY) 


Emma Holliday was born in Texas in 1871 to 
Francis (Frank) Ayers Holliday and Jeaneta Page. 
Emma grew up in Concho, Menard, Tom Green, and 
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Emma Holliday Keith (on right) and Roy Holliday 
(on left) 
McCulloch Counties. She and W.R. Keith were 
married in Brady on July 2, 1892, with G.W. 
Simpson, JP, Precinct No. 6, officiating. 

Emma lived in Tom Green County with her family 
in 1880-1885. W.R. left in 1897, and although his 
brother rode horseback to Arizona searching for him, 
the family never learned where he went. Emma raised 
the children in Hext. 

W.R. and Emma’s children were Jeanetta Frances 
(Nettie), born in 1893 in Mason County, married 
Charles Chapman in Menard; Robert Earl, born in 
1894, Concho County, married Nancy John Joy; 
Ivan Aires, born in 1895, Concho County, married 
Dovie Lee Blount. 

Emma Keith died in Menard, Texas, and was 
buried in Hext, Texas. 

by Brenda Elliott Sanders 


KELLERMEIER, A.D. 


A.D. Kellermeier and Hattie Kellermeier 


Allie David (A.D.) Kellermeier was born 
December 30, 1895, in Bastrop County near the town 
of McDade. He moved to Miles, Runnels County, 
Texas, with his parents in 1906. He attended a school 
north of Miles which was called Bell School. Mr. 
Kellermeier served in the U.S. Army during World 
War I. 

In 1925, he married Hattie Steinbach from 
Smithville, Texas, also in Bastrop County. He moved 
to his farm near Meretain 1926. He operated the farm 
and several other properties he accumulated until he 
retired in 1972. 

The Kellermeiers attended St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Rowena and Holy Family Church, which 
was established in 1963 in Mereta, Texas. A.D. also 
helped organize Mereta Co-op Gin in 1939 and 
served as one of the first directors. 
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A.D. and Hattie Kellermeier raised two sons, 
Edward and Clarence, and a daughter, Annie Lois. 
Mrs. Kellermeier died December 22, 1980, and 
Mr. Kellermeier died May 9, 1983. 
by Edward Kellermeier 


KELLIS, JAMES NICHOLAS 
and RACHEL (BUCE) 
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James Nicholas Kellis and Rachel Elizabeth B. Kellis 

Settling on the North Concho River in Tom Green 
County in 1886, James N. Kellis and his wife, 
Rachel Elizabeth (Buce) Kellis moved from Runnels 
County, Texas, where they had been living for the 
previous two years. 

James N. Kellis was born in Abbeville District, 
South Carolina, on April 20, 1826. He pioneered his 
way across the southern states and left a trail of 
courage and achievement before he died on July 5, 
1927, in Sterling City, Texas. He was the only 
surviving child of Dudley Kellis and Mary Brisco, 
and his grandfather was James Callis of Mathews 
County, Virginia. 

His wife, Rachel Elizabeth Buce, was born on July 
14, 1830, in Meriwether County, Georgia. She was 
the daughter of Bryant and Matilda Buce (Bruce) 
and she met her future husband in Tallapoosa County, 
Alabama, where she grew up. 

The Kellis family had lived in South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Chambers County, Alabama, before 
moving to Tallapoosa County. After serving in the 
U.S. Army in Dadeville, Alabama, James N. finally 
caught up with the Buce family who had moved to 
Shelby County, Texas, and he and Rachel were 
married there on November 20, 1849. Eleven 
children were born and the family’s trek across Texas 
can be traced through their births: Joseph Henry, 
November 12, 1850, Shelby County; James N. Jr., 
January 28, 1853, Shelby County; William Franklin, 
March 15, 1855, Titus County; Augustus Joseph, 
January 6, 1857, Titus County; Mary Emma, 
February 13, 1859, Titus County; Sarah Ella, January 
2, 1861, Wise County; Frances Elizabeth, October 
19, 1863, Wise County; Van Walker, April 3, 1866, 
McLennan County; John Flavins, February 10, 1868, 
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McLennan County; Thomas Jefferson, August 12, 
1870, McLennan County; Matilda Jane, November 
23, 1872, McLennan County, Texas. 

James N. served his country in Alabama (1846), 
in Titus County, Texas (1861 — Confederate Army, 
under Captain Josh Johnson), and in Wise County, 
Texas (1863 — Quail’s Division, Texas Ranger action 
against the Comanches). He was primarily a teacher 
and farmer, but in 1866 he became an ordained 
Baptist minister as well. He was a Mason, and Rachel 
was a member of the Eastern Star. 

The Kellis Colony was originated on the North 
Concho River about eight miles northwest of Sterling 
City. The settlement eventually included the families 
of sons A.J., J.H. and W.F. Kellis, son-in-law Henry 
Davis who married Frances Elizabeth, George 
Slaton, Neal Reed, and James Daley. The families 
engaged in farming and ranching, dammed the river 
to provide water for crops, built a school to provide 
education for 50 to 60 children, and were instru- 
mental in the formation of a new county, Sterling, 
which was taken out of Tom Green County in 1891. 

Though three children did not live long enough to 
see Tom Green County, James N. and Rachel kept 
most of their family together and in the area. James 
N. and Rachel are buried in City Cemetery, Sterling 
County, as are at least five of their children; J.H. 
(d. 1901), W.F. (d. 1945), Mary Emma Slaton (d. 
1935), Fannie E. Davis (d. 1946), and Mattie Jane 
Glass (d. 1954). Many Kellis descendants still live 
in both Tom Green and Sterling counties. 

by Mrs. Kay W. Davis 


KELLY, BEN 


Ben Kelly, Executive Director of Boys Club on W. 
18th Street 


Benjamin Franklin Kelly was born in Tom Green 
County, San Angelo, Texas, January 25, 1931, to 
Maggie and Joe Kelly. Ben was the third of six 
children, including one sister and four brothers. Mr. 
Kelly has three children, Sharon Miller of Houston, 
Texas, Patricia Thompson of San Angelo, and 
Michael Kelly of San Angelo. He has one grandson, 
Andre Thompson of San Angelo. 


Mr. Kelly graduated from the Blackshear High 
School in 1950. He received a scholarship to attend 
the University of Illinois. He was drafted into the 
Medical Corps of the Army in 1951 and served two 
years. He returned to San Angelo and attended San 
Angelo Junior College, where he played football. 
Mr. Kelly was the first “Black’’ athlete to play 
football south of the Mason-Dixon Line at an all- 
white school. During his college career, Mr. Kelly 
was named Freshman Class Favorite, Pioneer 
Conference Football Star, and a Nathan’s Jewelers 
Award Winner. After college, Mr. Kelly played 
professional football for the San Francisco 49’ ers 
and the New York Giants. 

In 1967, Mr. Kelly became the Unit Director of 
the Jaycee Boys’ Club of San Angelo, Inc., and in 
1974 became the Executive Director of the Boys’ 
Clubs of San Angelo, Inc. He has held this position 
ever since. Mr. Kelly has received his Lifetime 
Certification from the National Council of Boys’ 
Clubs of America in 1986. 

In December of 1983, Mr. Kelly was honored at 
an Appreciation Banquet and “roasted”’ by family, 
friends, and associates. 

In May of 1985, Mr. Kelly was presented the Tom 
Green County Bar Association’s “Liberty Bell 
Award.” The Liberty Bell Award recognizes people 
who have made significant contributions to their 
community and “to the American System of Freedom 
Under the Law.” 

by Jean Tobin 


KENLEY, GORDON and 
FANELLE 


AM ae 
Gordon Kenley 


Fanelle Myers Kenley 


Gordon Kenley came to San Angelo permanently 
in 1919. He worked after school for Mr. L.W. Walker 
at the Coca Cola Bottling Plant, which also housed 
a milk bottling and ice cream plant. He washed 
bottles, mixed syrup, and finally worked his way up 
to straw boss. Graduating from SAHS in 1921, he 
entered Abilene Christian College and studied 
Journalism. After two years of college, he returned 
to San Angelo as manager of the milk plant for Mr. 
Walker. After working 2.5 years, seven days a week, 
he decided “it was too much”’ so he started selling 
insurance for D.J. Burk. In 1926, he joined the 
Horton and Chapman Insurance Firm, later Horton 
and Yaggy. In 1929, he was called to the home of a 
woman who wanted to purchase some insurance on 
her furniture. While there, he met the woman’s 
daughter, Fanelle Myers, who was teaching second 
grade at Stephen F. Austin. They were married on 
August 20, 1932, the year in which he became a 
partner in the firm of Horton, Yaggy & Kenley. 

In addition to his business, he quickly became 
interested in the growth of San Angelo. He has been 


a member of the Lions Club since 1925 and was one 
of the first organizers of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce in the 1930’s. In 1942, he was appointed 
to the Board of City Development to fill out the 
unexpired term of a member who had resigned. He 
subsequently served several terms as a board member 
and as president in 1961. He served as chairman of 
the Highway Committee of the BCD for 26 years, 
traveling extensively, always paying his own 
expenses. He helped get the Lone Wolf Bridge built, 
as well as the Lake Nasworthy Bridge and Loop 306. 

Mrs. Sam Kistler was a tubercular; there was no 
place for the kind of long-term care that she and many 
other tuberculosis patients needed. She asked Elsie 
Gayer if she would build a tuberculosis hospital with 
her part of the Kistler estate. She knew she would 
die soon. Mr. Kistler gave Elsie $100,000 to build a 
hospital. She asked Gordon Kenley and C.A. 
Duncan, a former tuberculosis patient, to be trustees. 
Amie Cornick and her brother, Phillip, gave the 13 
acres that, at one time, had some tuberculosis 
bungalows on it. A 24-bed hospital was built, and 
C.T. Ducote, Sr., was admitted as the first patient on 
June 24, 1951. By 1957, the hospital served long- 
term-care patients, but the three decided to look for 
additional management. They found it wasn’t easy 
to “give” a hospital away. Finally, they met with a 
group of Baptists at Steve’s Ranch House and almost 
found a group to take over the hospital. One of the 
men remarked that it would be for Baptists only. Mr. 
Kenley said, “We might as well get our hats and go.” 
Another man at the table said, “Don’t pay any atten- 
tion to him.” The gift was made on September 1, 
1957 to Baptist General Convention of Texas, and 
today the hospital is open to anyone, regardless of 
color or creed. 

Along with Allen Ingrum, Bill Guinn, Virgil 
Powell, and Massie West, Mr. Kenley organized and 
was secretary-treasurer of the San Angelo Colts 
Baseball Team in the late 40’s and early 50’s. He 
later was instrumental in reorganizing the San 
Angelo Pirates as a farm league for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. 

He worked to bring the Goodyear Tire Test Station 
to San Angelo in the early 40’s. During World War 
II, he received permission to build two houses for 
the manager and his assistant. For 15 years, he 
served as a member of the State Board of Pardons 
and Paroles. In 1951, he was one of the organizers 
and treasurer of First Savings and Loan Association. 
In 1953, he became president of West Texas Packing 
Company, was president of North American Life 
Insurance Company in 1956, and in 1957 became 
vice president of Continental Fidelity Union Life 
Insurance Company, which had bought out North 
American. In 1959, he became president of Chain 
Investment Company. He also helped start Texas 
Tank Car Works with James Green and presently 
serves as vice president. He was secretary-treasurer 
of San Angelo Abstract and a director of Central 
National Bank and San Angelo Electric Service 
Company. 

In the late 50’s he worked with J.W. West and 
Pinkie Barnes to build a new football stadium. In 
six months, they raised $90,000. 

In addition to work and service to his community, 
he has found time to relax at Christoval. In 1940, 
along with Granville Kerley, Joe Sanger, and Jack 
Grafa, he purchased the park at Christoval. Many 
Baptist encampments were held there in the 40’s. 
After selling the park in 1946, he purchased a farm 


two miles north of Christoval from Granville Kerley. 
He has combined his work and his play and still 
“goes to the farm” every day. Although the Kenleys 
live in San Angelo, they attend the First Methodist 
Church in Christoval. 

They have one daughter, Martha Dolliver of San 
Angelo, and three grandchildren: Kenley, Elise, and 
John. 

by Martha Kenley Dolliver 


KENLEY, SAM 


Dona Womack Kenley 


The first Kenley to arrive in Texas was Thomas 
H. Kenley (b. circa 1816), who came from Mercer 
County, Kentucky, via Mississippi with a brother 
and a slave in 1835. He served in the Texas army 
from June 4 to September 4, 1836, and for this ser- 
vice he received 320 acres of land on December 11, 
1837. By the late 1830’s Thomas, his father, David, 
and his family were all residents of San Augustine 
County in East Texas. Married in 1837 to Phoebe 
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Elizabeth Potter, seven children were born, in- 
cluding George Whitehead Kenley on August 28, 
1841, in San Augustine County. George married 
Paralee Chandler in 1869, and the first of their nine 
children, Samuel Franklin, was born October 3, 1871 
in Trinity County. The family made their living 
farming and ranching. On February 20, 1895, Sam 
married Dona Womack of Groveton. 

The Womack family also had descendants moving 
to Tom Green County. Dr. Clifford Womack was a 
first cousin to Dona Womack Kenley. His sisters, 
Velma, Florence, and Lula all taught school in San 
Angelo, teaching many of the Kenleys, including 
Martha Kenley Dolliver, who was taught by Velma 
in the first grade at Santa Rita. Other descendants 
living in San Angelo are Dr. Bill Womack, Dr. Jim 
Womack, and Martha Jane Simpson. 

The Sam Kenleys lived in Nogales Prairie, Trinity 
County, Texas. They had a store there, ran cattle, 
and raised kids. Milton (1896), Chester (1898), 
Gordon (1901), Ila (1904), and Raymond (1907) 
were all born there. Around 1907, there was a “‘panic” 
and people couldn’t pay for their groceries, so Mr. 
Kenley accepted cows instead. In 1908, the family 
moved to Groveton, twelve miles away, where the 
twins, Brents and Sewell, were born in 1910. Times 
were hard, and that same year, Sam developed TB, 
due to long hours in the rain and bad weather. In 
1912, the family decided to move to West Texas, 
hoping for better health and greener pastures. They 
decided on Pecos, but Mrs. Kenley didn’t like the 
“glare” where there were “no trees.” Also the climate 
there didn’t agree with Mr. Kenley. 

From Pecos, the family moved to San Angelo in 
1913, where Sam Kenley was treated for his illness 
by Dr. Boyd Cornick in a little cottage not far from 
the family’s home at 702 Veck. Dr. Cornick was 
successful in his treatment, and the family decided 
to move to Mertzon, where part of their East Texas 
cattle was shipped to them. While there, they ac- 
quired a surrey (with fringe on top) which they used 
to move to Eldorado in 1914. 

The family bought their first car in Eldorado. It 
was a Model T Ford with carbide lights and a 

license painted on the back: No. 80. Most of the 
children were in school, often being taught by the 
Womack sisters, who taught in Eldorado at that time. 
The family had the remainder of their cattle shipped 
from East Texas to Menard by train, where they met 
them and drove them on to Eldorado. 

In 1915, they leased 12.5 sections of the Caton 
Jacobs ranch, 7 miles south of Christoval. It was a 
law in Texas at that time that the cattle had to be 
dipped for ticks every 21 days. Dipping vats were in 
the ground, and the task of getting the cows in and 
out of the vats evokes some interesting tales. 

The year 1917 brought a drought to West Texas; 
so Sam Kenley decided to drive his 150-plus head 
of cattle to Sam Allen’s ranch between Sheffield and 
Sanderson. Some of Mr. Allen’s cattle were also to 
make the trip. Sam and Gordon, then 16, plus three 
or four cowboys with chuckwagon, all went. Mr. 
Allen and Sam rode in the Model T Ford. Upon 
delivering the cattle, Gordon was to return with his 
father in the car with one of the cowboys bringing 
back three saddle horses. The night before they were 
tore turn, the cowboy developed pains, groaning and 
taking on so that it was decided he should return by 
car, with Gordon bringing back the horses. He hadn’t 
had a bath in a week and refused to return without 
one. The only “tub” that could be located was a five- 
gallon can. He got his bath, along with a lot of 
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teasing. The journey home was not so simple, due to 
numerous bump gates along the way. He had to lead 
one horse through, tie it, walk the next one through, 
and return for the last one. Later that year, someone 
offered to buy the cows for $40 a head. (“They were 
all colors and kinds.’’) The decision was made to 
sell them, and a friend commented, “Mr. Kenley, 
you’re crazy! You’re giving your cows away.” The 
next year the cattle weren’t worth $10 a head. 

The drought and a return of the TB brought a de- 
cision to leave Christoval and move farther west — 
to Phoenix. The family of nine loaded their 1914 
and 1917 Model T’s, carrying tents and camping 
equipment in one car. In El Paso, they encountered 
300 mounted cavalry on maneuvers. Upon reaching 
Lordsberg, they were advised that if they broke down 
in the Arizona desert, just find a railroad track and 
flag down the next train to take them for help. The 
road to Phoenix at that time consisted of boards laid 
across the sand. Many travelers didn’t survive the 
trip in those days. 

The challenge of driving through Arizona deterred 
the family. They turned north to Albuquerque and 
Santa Fe, then south to Fort Sumner. The grass was 
green in Fort Sumner, and they were able to purchase 
2400 acres for $2 or $3 an acre from homesteaders. 
They settled, and the kids drove 12 miles in to school 
every day, weather permitting. Again, the family 
struggled with the land and illness. In 1918, Chester 
brought his father back to San Angelo for more 
treatment, but he died in July of 1919 at the TB 
Sanatorium. The family returned “home” by train 
for the funeral. Milton, who had just arrived home 
from World War I due to his father’s illness, returned 
to New Mexico for their belongings. 

The family settled at 13 West 20th Street, where a 
neighbor, Mr. L.W. Walker, offered all the boys 
summer and after school jobs at the Coca Cola 
bottling plant. All of the children later attended 
Abilene Christian College. 

In 1926, the family’s Uncle John Clark, a builder, 
came from Crockett to build the family a new home 
at 9 North Adams. In 1927, he built them a larger 
home next door at 13 North Adams. Members of the 
family resided there until 1986. Mrs. Kenley died in 
1969 at the age of 94. 

by Martha Kenley Dolliver 


KENNEDY, ALEXANDER 
BOWMAN 


Alexander Bowman Kennedy was born in Hunt 
County, Texas, on January 21, 1885. He was the son 
of George Bowman Kennedy, Jr. (1849-1926) and 
Mary A. Roehl (1853-1919). Alex’s grandparents 
were George Bowman Kennedy (1813-1880), 
Almira J. Browder Kennedy (c. 1831-?) and 
Aldophus Roehl (c. 1825-c. 1900) all of Knox 
County, Tennessee. His great-grandfather, Walter 
B. Kennedy, had moved to Knox County in 1815 
from Pennsylvania via Franklin County, Kentucky. 
On March 6, 1904, Alex married Lottie Virginia 
Mitchiner in Hunt County. Lottie, born March 15, 
1886, also in Hunt County, was the daughter of 
Robert Hayes Mitchiner (1850-1935) and Sarah 
Elizabeth Scott (1853-1929). 

Alex and Lottie, along with Lottie’s parents, 
moved to Tom Green County about 1907. They 
farmed property owned by Mr. Mitchiner near 
Tankersley for several years. Alex later worked as a 
salesman and a painter. Lottie was a housewife. 


Alex and Lottie had seven children prior to their 
divorce in the late 1930’s. These were Allene Naomi, 
who was born January 7, 1905, in Hunt County; 
Robert Bowman, who was born May 6, 1907, also 
in Hunt County; William Lee, who was born June 
17, 1909, in Hunt County; Elbert Emanuel, born 
about 1914; Laveta, born February 29, 1916; Daniel 
Paul, born May 16, 1919; and Lottie Maxine, born 
February 15, 1924. The last four children were all 
born in Tom Green County near Tankersley. Allene 
married Roy Abner Pennington on February 15, 
1923. Robert married Frances Proctor. Lee married 
Ava Bell Branham on November 7, 1931. Lee passed 
away on December 27, 1966. Elbert Emanuel died 
within days of his birth. Laveta was married to Eddie 
Shropshire while Daniel Paul married Verna 
Appleton. Daniel died on September 20, 1979. 
Maxine was married to Howard Walcott. 

After their divorce, Alex later married Ida Walker. 
Lottie remained unmarried for the balance of her life. 
Alex died on March 23, 1967, and is buried at Miles 
Cemetery in Miles, Texas. Lottie passed away on 
May 15, 1961, and is buried next to her son, Lee, at 
Lawnhaven Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Chris Jones 


KENNEDY, WILLIAM LEE 


Lee Kennedy moved to Tankersley with his 
parents, Alex and Lottie, from Wolf City, Texas. 
Lee’s father worked for the county and had various 
other jobs in the community. 

Lee attended school at Tankersley where he met 
Ava Branham who later became his wife. They were 
married November 7, 1931, in Tankersley. Ava was 
the granddaughter of Robert Lewis Branham and 
the daughter of Mr. Ocie and Elizabeth Branham, 
who died in 1919 and 1917 respectively. Her grand- 
parents took her and her three brothers when their 
parents died. Her brothers were Ravil, Robert, and 
Lawrence, who are all now deceased. 

To Lee and Ava six children were born: Wanda 
Juanell born October 9, 1933, and lives in San 
Angelo; Carlin Lee and Carolyn Ree born April 19, 
1936 (twins) and both live on the outskirts of San 
Angelo; Robert Wayne born June 29, 1937 and also 
lives in San Angelo; Patsy Bell born July 7, 1940, 
and died November 28, 1966; Donna Kay born 
August 18, 1942, and also lives on the outskirts of 
San Angelo. There are 19 grandchildren and 9 
great-grandchildren. 

After their marriage, Lee and Ava continued to 
live in Tankersley where Lee worked for a contractor 
building electrical and telephone lines to areas in 
West Texas as far west as Fort Stockton. He also 
worked for the county building bridges. Other jobs 
included farming for Jude Reid, Greer Whittaker 
and Mr. Holdeman. While he was working for 
Holdeman, Lee and Ava’s house burned in January 
1942. The only items saved from the fire were the 
toys on the front porch and some clothes on the 
clothes line. 

The family moved to San Angelo in 1944 after a 
short stay at the Martin ranch near Eldorado, Texas. 
Lee’s health was poor and required back surgery 
which could only be done in Dallas at the Baylor 
Hospital. At this time, he learned to make boots and 
worked for Mercer’s, Leddy’s, and Texas Boot Shop. 
Ava learned to make boots, also, and together they 
opened a shop in Eden, Texas in 1953. Later they 
returned to San Angelo. Ava also worked for Madye’s 


(now Barry’s) for twenty-five years before retiring 
in December 1977. 

Lee’s health became very bad in 1957, when the 
doctors told his family that he had cancer of one of 
his kidneys and probably could not live more than 
three years at the most. Lee told a friend that all he 
wanted was “to see his family grown and self- 
sufficient.” He died in 1966 with lung cancer, after 
all of his children were grown and married. He left 
many happy memories for his family to cherish and 
remember. 

by Ava Kennedy 


KETTLER, HARDIN M. 


\ 
Back Row: Hardin, Ruby Jeanne. Front Row: David 
and Philip Kettler, 1953 


Hardin Murrel Kettler and Ruby Jeanne Davis 
were married July 4, 1942 in San Angelo, Texas at a 
house they had bought and renovated. Hardin, born 
November 24, 1916 in Thorndale, Texas, was the 
youngest child of Herman and Emma Junek Kettler. 
His siblings are Leroy J. Kettler, Ellamae Kettler 
Wooten, and Edna Kettler Durham. Ruby Jeanne 
was born on March 20, 1920 in Iowa Park, Texas to 
Walter Roy and Lucy Sykes Davis. Brothers are Roy 
C. Davis (deceased), Walter R. Davis, and Truman 
“Cutter” Davis (deceased). Sisters are Lucille Davis 
Jackson, Dorothy Lee Davis (deceased at age 4), 
Gwendolyn Davis Allen, and Roberta (Bobby) Davis 
Hughes. 

Sons of Hardin and Ruby Jeanne are David 
Murrel Kettler born February 25, 1949 and Philip 
Eugene Kettler, born April 2, 1952. Philip enjoyed 
sports participation, particularly baseball and 
swimming. He played second base with the 1969 
State Champion Teenage Team coached by Fern 
Smathers. He was on his way to his summer job with 
the San Angelo School District Maintenance 
Department when he was killed in an automobile 
accident on July 14, 1969. 

David married Susan Sneller (Proffit) in Austin, 
Texas on November 22, 1979 (Thanksgiving Day in 
that year). They have two sons Matthew Murrel, 
born November 9, 1980 and James “Jimmy” Bishop, 
born October 11, 1983. David is a roofing con- 
tractor in Austin and has specialized in tile roofs. He 
is an avid game player. Other hobbies have included 
coin collecting, canoeing, camping, and reading. 


Susan is a teacher and a beginning writer. She sang 
with the Austin Chorale and is an insatiable reader. 

Hardin Kettler moved to San Angelo from Taylor, 
Texas two weeks after the 1936 flood and worked 
with his father as a painter and paper hanger. In 1944 
he opened the Kettler Venetian Blind Co., later 
known as Ventaire Awning Co., which he operated 
until his retirement in 1979. His business included 
iron construction, such as stairways. He was always 
a fisherman and other hobbies included photography 
and hunting. He has a “shop” for woodworking, 
welding, and various projects. He enjoys gardening, 
traveling, and trailer rallies. He was a long time 
member of the Downtown Lions Club. 

Ruby Jeanne was a bookkeeper for Cardinal Oil 
Co. until the office was moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
After working several years with her husband in the 
blind business, she became an elementary school 
teacher and later an educational diagnostician, 
retiring in 1985. In 1973 she was chosen as elemen- 
tary teacher of the year in San Angelo. Ruby Jeanne 
shares Hardin’s interest in traveling and does needle 
point. She grew up on a ranch in Sterling County 
and loved riding. She reads constantly but her work 
with children, parents, and teachers was more 
rewarding than any hobby. She is a member of Delta 
Kappa Gamma. 

by Ruby Jeanne Kettler 


KETTLER, HENRY 


A.H. Kettler came to this country from Germany 
at the age of 17. He died in 1915 and is buried in the 
Kettler family plot at Fairmount Cemetery in San 
Angelo along with his wife, Mary Knobbe Kettler 
(b. 1844, Germany - d. 1916). Census records show 
the family lived in Iowa and Illinois before moving 
to San Angelo. A.B. Kettler (b. 1866 - d. 1904) is 
buried with them and is presumed to be a son. Their 
daughter, Josephine (b. September 15, 1883 - d. 
March 13, 1940) married a photographer, Charles 
Eschenbaum (b. January 9, 1878 - d. April 3, 1942). 
Aunt Josie’s tombstone contains her photograph, 
which is well preserved. 


Mary A. Kettler Mauldin 
Age 17-1911 


The other son was Henry Anthony Kettler 
who appears in some records as Henry Y. 
Kettler. The last name is sometimes spelled as 
Ketteler. Henry (b. 1865, Iowa, d. 1937) 
married Selma Hattie Boehrens (b. 1862, 
Illinois, d. 1921). They lived at 17 West Eighth 
Street in San Angelo. Henry had a livery stable 
and sold furniture. Hattie worked as a nurse, 
caring for new mothers and their babies. After 
Hattie died, Henry married Lula Casey. After 
Henry’s death, Lula married Mr. Sizemore. 

From her first marriage, Hattie had a 
daughter, Ellen Elizabeth, who was called Ella. 
See the Herreman history for Ella Kortubine 
Herreman. 

Hattie and Henry Kettler had two more 
daughters, Marie Adeline who preferred the 
name Mary Alene, and Anna May. Anna May 
married Ed Gillean, died at the age of 32, and 
is buried in Durango, Mexico. Mary Alene 
Kettler (b. December 15, 1894 - d. June 15, 
1981) married, lived in Fort Worth, divorced, 
and returned home to San Angelo. She later 
married Harvey Bryant Mauldin (b. February 
12, 1894, Liberty Hill, Texas - d. February 23, 
1977, Blythe, California). They went to 
Ballinger, Texas, to marry on June 5, 1916, and 
lived to celebrate their golden wedding 
anniversary. Both are buried in the Mauldin 
family plot in Blythe, California. Harvey was 
a ranch foreman and specialized in cotton, 
alfalfa and cattle. He was a genuine cowboy 
who was still saddling his horse every day and 
worked until he retired at 78 


Roberta Mauldin Curtis in 1937 
(b. 9/27/1918) 


Harvey and Mary had three children. Erma 
Lorene (b. May 21, 1917, San Angelo, d. April 29, 
1928) had surgery for a ruptured appendix in Yuma, 
Arizona, and was returned after her death for burial 
in the Kettler family plot. Selma Roberta (b. 
September 27, 1918, San Angelo) now lives in 
Fresno, California. Harvey Wellton Mauldin (b. 
March 23, 1928, Wellton, Arizona) married Glenna 
Fae Harris (b. July 31, 1928, Hamlin, Texas) in 
Wickenburg, Arizona, and they now live in Prescott, 
Arizona. Roberta Mauldin married Paul W. Curtis 
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Henry Kettler Livery Stable ; 
8th St. and N. Chadbourne 


(b. September 28, 1912, Thatcher, Arizona, d. July 

16, 1977, buried Blythe, California). Their six 

children are Lois, Velma, Ruth, Marvin, Eugene, and 

Nelda. They include as their seventh child the grand- 

daughter they raised, Mary Katherine “Kaye” Batten. 
by Glenna F. Mauldin 


KETTLER, HERMAN JOSEPH 


Herman J. Kettler 


Herman Kettler was born April 3, 1875 (died 
1942) in Iowa to Anton H. Kettler (born in Germany 
November 6, 1836) and Mary Kettler. Anton 
immigrated from Germany at age 19. Mary also 
immigrated from Germany. Anton had a colorful 
career before moving to Texas. In 1860 he went 
into the general merchandise and packinghouse 
business. He refused a captaincy in the northern 
army because of southern sympathy. In 1869 he 
colonized 23,000 acres in Shelby County, Iowa with 
German families. In 1876 he colonized half a 
township in Howard County, Nebraska. 

Anton and Mary Kettler brought their family to 
Temple, Texas in 1892. After 1910 the couple moved 
to San Angelo to live with son Henry Kettler where 
Anton died June 1, 1915 and Mary died June 8, 
1916. Children of Anton and Mary were Henry, 
Albert, Fred, Herman, Ida Rice, and Josie 
Eschenbaum. Henry, Herman, and Josie all lived in 
San Angelo. 

Emma Junek was born October 12, 1878 (died 
1969) in Welcome, Texas to Frank Junek and Anna 
Pohl Junek. Her siblings were Ed, Otto, Frank, 
Annie Wuensche, William, Ella Urban, and Walter. 
Mr. Junek, born in Austria on January 25, 1853, 
came alone to America at age seventeen. He married 
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Anna Pohl (also an immigrant) in 1875, living first 
in Bell County and later in Milam County. Like many 
immigrants Mrs. Junek continued the use of her 
native German and for the older children English 
was a second language. 


Emma Kettler with chicken coops 

Herman Joseph Kettler and Emma Henrietta 
Wilhemina Junek were married July 3, 1901 at 
Temple, Texas. They spent the early years of their 
marriage in the vicinity of Temple, Buckholts, and 
Thorndale and their four children were born within 
that area. 

During the 1920’s the Kettler family lived for 
several years in San Angelo, for a short time in the 
home of Herman’s brother, Henry Y. Kettler who 
owned a store and livery stable at Eighth Street and 
North Chadbourne. They returned to San Angelo 
permanently in the summer of 1936. 

The four children of the Kettlers are Leroy John 
Kettler who married Wilma Lennis Cleek, Ellamae 
Kettler who married Houston Wooten, Edna Kettler 
who married Grady Durham, and Hardin Kettler who 
married Ruby Jeanne Davis. The six grandchildren 
are Jack Kettler, Dorothy Lou Wooten Pittman, 
Grady Eugene Durham, DuWain Durham, David 
Kettler, and Philip Kettler. 

Herman Kettler was well known for his skill as 
painter and paper hanger. Customers commented on 
the durability of his work as well as the beauty of 
the completed jobs. Mrs. Kettler was an avid 
gardener and enjoyed raising chickens. She enjoyed 
cooking and set a lavish table combining German 
and American dishes. No cornbread went into the 
family’s turkey dressing but she always made an 
American corn meal dressing for others. The 
grandchildren remember her home made bread and 
coffee cakes. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Kettler were faithful Christians 
and active in the Trinity Lutheran Church. Mr. Kettler 
also belonged to the Sons of Herman. 
by Ruby Jeanne Kettler 


KETTLER, LEROY JOHN 


Leroy John Kettler was born January 2, 1903, in 
Temple, Texas, son of the late Herman Kettler and 
Emma Junek Kettler. He was one of four children. 


Leroy John Kettler Family 


He had one brother: Hardin Kettler of San Angelo, 
and two sisters: Ella Mae Kettler Wooten of San 
Angelo and Edna Kettler Durham of Dallas. 

In March of 1927, he married Lennis Cleek 
Kettler. Leroy farmed near Buckholts for five years 
then moved to San Angelo in 1916 where he worked 
with his father in the paint contracting business until 
he went with the Concho Oil Company. He stayed 
with that company for about five years until opening 
his own business, Kettler’s Auto Supply Company 
which he owned and operated for forty-three years. 
During this time he was a member of the Business 
Men’s Bible Class of which he was president for one 
term. He also belonged to the Masonic Lodge for 
forty years. 

Wilma Lennis Kettler was an ardent flower lover 
and exchanged cuttings and seeds with many friends 
and neighbors. 

Wilma Kettler’s parents were the late Robert Lee 
Cleek and Francis Edna Coley Cleek of Cameron, 
Texas. Grandparents are William and Mattie Coley 
of Buckholts, Texas, and Kembrough from France. 
She has one sister, Ruby Lara Cleek Fisher of Austin, 
Texas, and one brother, the late Ivan Lee Cleek of 
Sweeney, Texas. 

Leroy and Wilma had one son, Jack Merrell 
Kettler who was born in San Angelo in 1929. Jack 
graduated from San Angelo High School in 1949 
and entered the Air Force in Wichita, Kansas, where 
he served for four years. He married Betty Joyce 
Benge, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Benge, ranchers from Millersview, Texas. They 
moved to Lubbock where Jack was partner and 
manager of Shook Tire Company of Lubbock for 
ten years. They then moved to San Angelo and 
owned and operated the Kettler Tire Company for 
ten years and they now own Kettler Portable Sign 
Company. Jack was a member of the Sun Down 
Lions Club. Jack and Betty have one son, John Tom 
Kettler of Waco, Texas, and daughter; Melyssa 
Jane Kettler of Austin, Rebecca Ann Kettler 
Gould of Austin, and Brandi Hope Kettler Cowley 
of San Angelo. 

by Jack Merrell Kettler 


KEYES, BEN L. 


Benjamin Lee Keyes was born December 26, 
1918, in Bronte, Coke County, Texas. He eloped in 
a borrowed car with his bride, Oda Lee (McCutchen) 
(born November 9, 1920, Robert Lee, Coke County, 
Texas) to San Angelo, Texas, where they were 
married on March 6, 1937. They have one daughter, 
Koleta Ann, one grandson, Donald Lee Edwards, 
and one granddaughter, Aja Lee Edwards. 

After settling in Coke County for a short period 
of time, the call of the “West’’ lured them to 
California and to the New Mexico desert where 


Ben L. and Oda Lee Keyes 


Ben was a cowpuncher and a sheepherder. Oda Lee 
became a very good camp cook as she cooked all of 
their meals over an open fire in a dutch oven, and 
her specialty was red beans and biscuits. 

From the New Mexico desert they moved to 
Carlsbad, New Mexico. It was here that Ben learned 
to run a bulldozer and power shovel used for 
construction of bomb sites for the government during 
World War II. After the war and a couple of more 
moves, Ben finally decided he wanted to be his own 
boss. So he arranged to purchase an old beat up D-6 
Caterpillar and winch truck, loaded up his family 
and arrived in Christoval, Texas, where they have 
resided ever since January 6, 1946. 

Ben had intended to push cedar trees around 
Christoval, but luckily the oil boom hit and changed 
the course of his life. He owned and operated Ben 
L. Keyes Construction Co. and Keyno Construction 
Co. for more than 32 years. Many of the ranch and 
farm roads in Tom Green County and the sur- 
rounding counties were built by him. In the late 
1960’s he retired from the construction business to 
pursue his long life dream of ranching. In 1966, he 
acquired the J. Wiley Green and Curry ranches at 
Susan Peak, Tom Green County, and has been 
ranching ever since. 

For the many years they have lived in Christoval, 
both Ben and Oda Lee have worked in community 
service. They have been active members of such 
organizations as the Masons, Eastern Star and the 
United Methodist Church. The Ben L. Keyes Men’s 
Bible Class was started by him more than 37 years 
ago, and Oda Lee has taught Sunday School for over 
35 years. Ben served on the School Board of 
Trustees during the 1950’s when the school was 
enlarged and the first gymnasium was built. During 
1985 and 1986, Ben was President of the Christoval 
Volunteer Fire Department. During his term, the 
community raised the funds and the center was 
completed. 

Ben’s parents are the late Robert Lee Keyes and 
Mattie Bell (Williams) Keyes of Bronte, Texas. His 
father, who came from Tennessee to Texas, was a 
horse trader by profession. 

Oda Lee’s parents were the late James Madison 
McCutchen and Elizabeth Ann (Benton) McCutchen 
of Robert Lee, Texas. They owned and operated a 
ranch between Robert Lee and Bronte, Texas. 

by Koleta Keyes Disch 


KEYES, EDD BRYAN 


Pay 


Edd Bryan and Frances Frink Keyes in 1985 


Edd Bryan Keyes was born February 23, 1907 in 
Tupelo, Mississippi. On August 28, 1934 he married 
Frances Frink (born October 16, 1914, in San Angelo, 
Texas). They had one son, Bryan Frink Keyes, born 
October 15, 1948, in Waco, Texas. Bryan is a partner 
in the tax firm, Coopers-Lybrand, Incorporated, 
Dallas, Texas. He and his wife, Susie have two 
children, Matthew Bryan, age eleven and Lillian 
Elizabeth, age eight. 


Bryan Frink Keyes 


Edd moved to San Angelo, Texas, in 1911 with 
his parents, Dr. C.T. and Martha Lillie (Davis) Keyes, 
three brothers and two sisters. Another sister was 
born in San Angelo in 1916. Dr. Keyes made the 
move in the hopes of a cure, as he had tuberculosis. 
He recovered and went on to practice medicine for 
forty years as a very outstanding and loved doctor 
in San Angelo. When Edd was sixteen his mother 
died from tuberculosis. Dr. Keyes raised his mother- 
less children alone. Edd told that they ate well for 
quite a while as he remembered all the delicious food 
that was brought to the home by the widow women, 
as “the doctor’’ was considered a good catch. 

Edd played football at Central High School in San 
Angelo, and lettered all four years. He lettered four 


years on the Baylor Bear team and graduated in 1929. 
After graduation he went to Troup, Texas, where he 
taught and coached for one year before returning to 
teach and coach at San Angelo Central High School 
in 1931. In 1933 under Edd’s coaching, the Central 
Bobcats won their ‘firstever’ district title and went 
on to the state semi-finals. He also coached the San 
Angelo Rams basketball team when the school was 
still known as San Angelo Junior College. 

Frances’s parents were the late William Oscar and 
Mary Emeline (McCain) Frink. Her parents moved 
to San Angelo in 1906. Her mother was a graduate 
of Southwestern Georgetown and her father studied 
law in Austin, passed the bar there, and served as 
City Attorney in Taylor. When they arrived in San 
Angelo, they purchased a home on West Concho 
Street and Frances was born there. Mr. Frink served 
as County Judge and later was elected as District 
Attorney. Frances graduated from San Angelo 
Central and attended San Angelo Junior College and 
San Angelo Business College. She worked in the law 
office of Robert T. Neill. She later worked for The 
Home Owners Loan Association and during the war 
she was in the office of Office Price Administration 
Rent Control. She also worked for Jim Stovall, 
Attorney. 

Edd became County Probation Officer in 1939. 
He volunteered for the Air Force in 1942 and served 
until 1946. He graduated from Officers Candidate 
School and was discharged as a First Lieutenant. In 
1947 he and Frances moved to Waco, Texas and he 
entered Baylor Law School. After graduation in 
1950, they returned to San Angelo. He was appointed 
County Attorney the next year and in 1959 he was 
elected County Judge and served in that office for 
28 years, until his death January 6, 1987. 

Frances and Edd were faithful to their church and 
Frances still attends Southland Baptist Church. She 
has served as secretary for the First Baptist and Park 
Heights Baptist Churches. She is a member of the 
Law Wives, ASU Ex-Students Association, 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas, and St. John 
Hospital Auxiliary. 

Edd was a member of the Tom Green County Bar, 
Rotary Club, Past President of the Business Men’s 
Bible Class, was on the Salvation Army Board of 
Directors and was also a director for the Baylor 
Letterman’s Association. He was a member of The 
Bear Club and Baylor Ex-Student Association. He 
taught Sunday School for a number of years and 
coached Little League teams. He and Frances were 
ardent supporters of the Baylor Bears, always 
looking forward each year to the arrival of their 
season tickets. 

As each new attorney in town made the rounds of 
the courthouse, they inevitably visited with Judge 
Keyes. His standard answer was “If I don’t know it, 
let’s look for it in the office’? when he was asked law 
questions. They came again and again to always be 
greeted at the door. The office door was always open 
and he has been heard to say, “most people just need 
to talk with someone who cares and that solves a lot 
of their problems.” He was truly a man who cared. 

by Engedi Parmer 


KEYS, ALBERT 


Albert Lee Keys was born at Rockdale, Texas, 
on November 23, 1900. His parents, Jerry Lewis 
Keys (1857-1928) and Rebecca Hamilton Keys 
(1864-1953) had come to Texas from Kentucky. 
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Albert is the youngest in a family with seven 
other children: Minnie May Keys (1884-1962), 
Lizzie Bell Keys White (1887-1962), Joe David Keys 
(1889-1973), Kate Keys Curry (1891-1978), John 
Keys (1892-1968), Archie Wallace Keys (1894- 
1985), and Annie Jane Keys (1899-1899). 

In the fall of 1907, the Keys family moved to Tom 
Green County and the Mullens School community. 
In fall 1911, they moved to Wall and rented land 
from A.W. Howard. After buying one place in 1916, 
in 1920 they bought the current Keys farm, 196 
acres 12 miles from San Angelo and 1.5 miles east 
of Wall. 

Albert attended Wall School until 1918. He went 
to Arizona in 1920 to play basketball, but returned 
in six months to farm. After his father died, he 
provided a home for his mother and two oldest 
sisters. During over fifty years of active farming, 
Albert expanded the acreage in cultivation (from 
about eighty acres originally, getting some help 
clearing mesquite from the W.P.A. in the 1930s) and 
bought out his siblings’ shares in the property. He 
remembers Highway 87 in front of the house first 
being blacktopped in 1928. 

In 1935, Albert met Frances Mulkey (born June 
17, 1911), the daughter of Homer Temple Mulkey 
(1884-1916) and Ella Cochran Mulkey (1883-1962). 
Frances had just graduated from the University of 
Texas and accepted a teaching position at Wall. 
Though she returned to her hometown, Coleman, 
Texas, after two years to teach there, he continued 
to court her. They were married in Coleman on 
August 30, 1945 and made their home at the farm in 
the house built by the Keys in 1930 and remodeled 
in 1962. 


Albert, Frances, and Kay Keyes, Wall, Texas, in 1951 


Albert and Frances have one daughter, Kay Elaine 
Keys (born December 9, 1947). Kay holds a Ph.D. 
in English from the University of Texas; she lives in 
Austin and works with computer systems for the 
State. 

Seven years into marriage, Frances returned to 
teaching at Wall School, working with seventh, fifth, 
and third graders. In all, she taught almost thirty 
years. 

Albert and Frances have been very active in Wall 
and San Angelo community life. They are long- 
time members of the First Methodist Church in San 
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Angelo. Albert became a Rotarian on February 9, 
1943, and has received such awards as Rotarian of 
the Year (1965-1966). Frances has participated in 
groups ranging from the Las Hermanas Club to the 
Daughters of the American Revolution to the Retired 
Teachers’ Association. Among their friends is Aune 
Paarma of Imatra, Finland, with whom Frances has 
corresponded and exchanged first day covers for 
many years; they visited Finland in 1978. Albert 
long served as Democratic precinct chairman in 
Wall and manages the Wall Cemetery Association. 
by Kay Keys 


KIESLING, ERNST 


Wedding Picture of Ernst and Emilie Kiesling 


Ernst Kiesling was born January 26, 1870, in 
Black Jack, Fayette County, Texas. On September 
10, 1894, he married Emilie Elizabeth Frehner in 
Fayette County. After their marriage, they moved 
to Freyburg, Fayette County, where Ernst taught 
school. He had previously attended Blinn College at 
Brenham, Texas. While living in Freyburg, they had 
two sons: Edwin (born August 9, 1895) who mar- 
ried Oliva Gebert, and Alfred (born August 14, 1897) 
who married Luise Kern. The family moved to Swiss 
Alp for seven years where the following children 
were born: Walter (born December 18, 1899) who 
married Ella Gallas, Clara (born August 21, 1901) 
who married Ewald Eschberger, Louise (born 
August 18, 1902) who married Emil Gallas, and 
Anton (born November 14, 1904). From Swiss Alp 
they moved to Plum, where Ernst had a farm and 
taught at two different schools. 

Emilie became ill with tuberculosis in January 
1906. They moved to Comfort and later to Miles. 
Willie was born in the Klattenhoff Community, 
where their first home consisted of two rooms and 
a porch, rented from William Klattenhoff. The 
children remember the coyotes howling at night “like 
little kids in misery.” 

In 1909, Ernst purchased the southeast .25 section 
of land where Klattenhoff School had just been built. 
It took four years to get improvements for his place, 
but in 1913 he moved onto his farm. In 1916, he 
purchased the west .5 section, and in 1920 the north- 
east section. 


Emilie’s health showed signs of improvement in 
Comfort and more in Klattenhoff Community, but a 
number of incidents seemed to diminish her strength. 
Willie was badly burned when he stepped on hot 
coals under a soap kettle and his burns required 
Emilie’s care day and night. Anton had diphtheria 
and died at the age of five. She had her large family 
to care for and farm workers had to be fed. Emilie’s 
tuberculosis worsened and she died in 1912 at the 
age of 36. 

Ernst was a large man; 6 feet 5 inches tall. He 
practiced strong religious beliefs, and daily read his 
Bible and prayed for his children and grandchildren. 
He was a charter member of the Miles Lutheran 
Church and served his church with time and financial 
contributions. He had a keen sense of humor. 

He loved to go fishing on the Concho River using 
a cane pole. 

He loved to drive his Model A car to Miles and all 
around the Klattenhoff Community visiting relatives 
and friends. He drove his car until six weeks prior to 
his death. 

At the age of 92, he died in his own bed at his 
home, on January 15, 1963. He was buried beside 
his wife, Emilie, in the Miles Cemetery. 

by Lucille Coleman 


KIESLING, WILLIE 


Willie and Emma Kiesling 


Willie Kiesling was born August 29, 1907, in the 
Klattenhoff Community, Tom Green County, Texas. 
On December 3, 1930, he married Emma Wolf 
(born July 13, 1910, in Runnels County). They have 
three children: Lee Roy who is married to Betty 
Brown, Willene who married William Lagrimanta, 
and Herman who married Sara Sofge. At the present 
time, Willie and Emma have the following grand- 
children: Suzanne Kiesling, Deborah Kiesling, 
Russell Kiesling, Debra Lagrimanta, Tina 
Lagrimanta, Sherry Kay Kiesling, and Terry Gay 
Kiesling. 

After their marriage, Willie and Emma lived on 
the Kiesling family farm, where Willie did stock 
farming until 1952. For ten years he had a “beef club” 
for people in the Klattenhoff Community. Each 
Saturday morning, he would cut up a portion of 
beef for each member of the “beef club,” and 
members would come by his home and pick up 
their portion of beef. In 1952, he purchased the Miles 
Locker Plant and managed this business for 13 and 
.5 years. He said that he really enjoyed working in 


the meat butchering business. He drove the Miles 
school bus for 12 years and was a substitute bus 
driver for two years. He also drove a butane truck 
for several years. 

He loves to play dominoes. He remembered the 
good times his family had when they visited together 
each Sunday afternoon at the family home place or 
in the home of one of the brothers and sisters. 

Willie is a dedicated Christian man with firm 
religious beliefs. He has a good sense of humor and 
a smile for everyone. 

Emma is a delightful person to know. She says 
that she likes to bake. She also enjoys embroidering, 
quilting, sewing, and needlepoint work. When they 
owned the locker plant, she helped wrap meat. She 
is an industrious, quiet, hard working, family loving, 
Christian lady. 

Willie and Emma are members of the Miles Trinity 
Lutheran Church. They are very proud of their 
children’s accomplishments. Lee Roy received a B.S. 
degree from Texas Tech, a Master’s degree from Sul 
Ross, and a Doctor’s degree from Oklahoma State 
University. He is teaching Agriculture at the 
University of Tennessee at Martin, Tennessee. 
Willene received her degree from Texas Lutheran 
College at Seguin, Texas. She is an elementary 
teacher in a Lutheran school in the suburbs of 
Denver, Colorado. Herman received a B.S. degree 
from Texas Tech, a Master’s degree from New 
Mexico State University, and a Doctor’s degree from 
Oklahoma State University at Stillwater, Oklahoma. 
He is teaching Animal Science at New Mexico 
University in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 

Willie’s parents were the late Ernst and Emilie 
Kiesling, who were early settlers in the Klattenhoff 
Community. 

Emma’s parents were Herman and Anna Wolf who 
lived in Williamson County, Texas. 

by Lucille Coleman 


KIMREY, J.G. (STORMY) 


James G. “Stormy” Kimrey married the former 
Patricia Lee Briant December 30, 1958. Stormy 
completed his fifth year at Texas A&M University 
to receive his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering. He accepted an Engineering position 
with the Texas Highway Department in San Angelo, 
Texas. 

Mark Ty Kimrey was born December 2, 1959. In 
1960 we moved to Fort Benning, Georgia to 
complete Stormy’s military obligation and in six 
months he went through the infantry officers’ basic 
course and airborne course. In 1963 we went to Fort 
Rucker, Alabama for fixed wing aviator training 
where he received his pilots wings. We moved back 
to San Angelo, built a home and had Kristi Lee in 
July, 1964. Kimilee Gaye was born October, 1968. 
Captain Kimrey commuted back and forth to Fort 
Worth to complete his helicopter training and 
finished in 1969. Stormy was employed by the 
Highway Department for 18 years and in 1977 
formed his own company, SK Engineering Company. 
Major Kimrey retired from active Army Reserves in 
1978. 

Mark attended Blenn Junior College in Brenham, 
Texas and is a Marine stationed at Camp Pendleton 
in Oceanside, California. Mark and Terri were 
married in 1984 and now have two sons, Ty Jamerson 
and Chad Waylon. 


Kristi attended Texas A&M and graduated from 
the Dallas Fashion Institute. Kristi is employed by 
Marshall Fields in the Dallas Galleria. 

Kimilee, who also graduated from Central High, 
and attended Texas A&M University. 

Stormy and Pat are both active in their community. 
Pat is a charter member of the Philia Federated 
Women’s Club who helped organize and still support 
the Concho Valley Home for Girls. Pat is a member 
of the Symphony Guild and is on the Steering 
Committee of the YMCA. Stormy served on the San 
Angelo School Board, a board member of the Former 
Students’ Association of A&M. He is a member of 
the 12th Man Aggie Club and on the College of 
Education Steering Committee at A&M. He is also 
a Director of the Chamber of Commerce. Pat and 
Stormy served as co-chairmen of the Fiesta del 
Concho. The Kimrey family have always been a 
vital part of this city and it a part of them. 

by Patricia Briant Kimrey 


KIMREY, W.E., SR. and RUTH 


Mr. and Mrs. W.E. Kimrey, Sr., married January 20, 
1924. Photo taken in 1956 


W.E. Kimrey, Sr., was in the contracting business, 
and while in Munday, Texas, met and married Ruth 
Amelia Giles. Miss Giles was born in Durham, North 
Carolina on June 12, 1905, to James and Hallie Giles, 
where Mr. Giles owned a plantation and raised 
tobacco. After his death, Mrs. Giles moved to 
Munday, Texas, and soon after married Mr. John 
Bolander, a farmer there. They had a rather large 
home; in fact, it covered an entire block and was 
three stories. Soon after Mr. Bolander’s death, Mrs. 
Bolander opened up her home to boarders. It was 
here that Ruth was raised and attended school. She 
was very active in her school, playing every sport 
the girls were allowed to play in those days. She 
was considered a catch, as the term was used then. 
She had played on the state championship basketball 
team for two years and could also sit a pretty good 
saddle out on the farm. 

W.E. Kimrey, Sr., was born in Nevada, Missouri, 
on January 24, 1892, and grew up in Webb City and 
Carterville, Missouri. Mr. Kimrey was also very 
active in his school activities, serving as class 
president in each of his high school classes and 
graduating as valedictorian. He was captain of the 
Carterville football, baseball, track, and basketball 
teams. He set academic records in Carterville High 
School that still stand to this day. During his senior 
year he worked in the mines and the Carterville 
Boiler Works eight hours a night, and still remained 
at the head of his class, graduating with highest 
honors. He had worked also in the construction of 
utilities and it was this vocation that he chose to 


follow. It was in Munday, while installing the first 
utility system there, that he lived at the Bolander 
boarding house and met Ruth. She used to ride by 
where he was working in town and toss sacks of 
candy at him. This led to the uniting in marriage of 
the two on January 20, 1924. 

Soon after finishing the Munday contract, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kimrey moved to Brownwood on a gas pipeline 
job; from Brownwood, they moved to Santa Rosa, 
New Mexico, to build the first hydroelectric plant 
there. However, in December they returned to 
Munday to await the arrival of their first offspring 
on December 22, 1924, to be named after his father 
with a Jr. on the end and later was to be known as 
Son throughout their lifetime. They returned to 
Santa Rosa and from there to Las Vegas, New 
Mexico, on another contract. It was here the “Little 
Bill’’ would attend his first schooling, although 
young. It was somewhat of a kindergarten at an 
Indian school. Jr. always accused his parents of 
picking the wrong little Indian out of the wash tub, 
due to his being so dark skinned. 

In 1927, Mr. Kimrey was on a construction project 
for the West Texas Utilities Company in Abilene, 
Texas, and was asked to come to San Angelo and 
complete a waterline job that the contractor had 
walked off from, claiming that he could not handle 
the rock on the project. Kimrey came in and looked 
over the project and started to build the filtration 
system at the water plant. Then in 1928, he moved 
in the first trenching machine to San Angelo or 
Tom Green County. It was unloaded in January of 
1928 on the railroad siding that now crosses North 
Chadbourne Street at 5th street. Machines in those 
days were large in comparison with those of today, 
and the only means of transportation was by railroad. 
At the time of Kimrey’s move here, he had offices 
in the old Republic National Bank in Dallas, Texas, 
but moved them here in 1928, as he liked what he 
saw and the people that lived here. Kimrey became 
a close friend of Reece Albert, as well as Chief 
Parker of the San Angelo Fire Department, as well 
as all the peace officers and civic leaders of the city 
and county. Being an avid sportsman, he contributed 
to the old Blacksheep Baseball Team, as well as the 
San Angelo High School teams that consisted of 
Pootsie Jones and others that memory will not let 
me recall. He and the late Blondy Cross became 
quite close friends, along with the late Hez Lowe. 
He was one of the first stockholders to throw his hat 
along with that of W.E., Jr., to buy the San Angelo 
Colts, and as Pat Stasy (who owned the Big Spring 
team, made up mostly of Cubans) will tell you today 
— he was about the most vocal fan of all when they 
played the Colts here. It was during our return to 
San Angelo one afternoon that Dad and I stopped in 
Big Spring and went into a local hardware store. 
Dad asked if they had any cowbells and they 
replied, “Certainly.” Dad told him to get them all 
out, that he wanted to buy all they had. The salesman 
was very happy, as he had quite a supply of them 
and was eager to sell them. He asked Dad if he had 
that many lead cows or goats, and he laughed and 
told him (and I quote), “Hell no, don’t own a head. 
I’m going to pass these out at the ballgame tonight 
and rattle the damn ears off of your Big Spring 
Cubans.” 

The visiting team’s family box was right next to 
ours and Dad even gave Mrs. Pat Stasey and her 
daughter Marybeth bells to ring that night. Marybeth 
was later to become one of the more popular girls 
on the high school campus and still remains as head 


243 


of the Tex-Anns. We still consider her a daughter- 
in-law, as the little mean kid that used to tease her 
was my son Bubba who grew up to play football for 
the Bobcats and Marybeth was head cheerleader. She 
is now raising her own little Tex-Anns and football 
heroes. 

Mrs. Kimrey was one of the most faithful leaders 
of the P.T.A. organization in town and was elected 
State President in later years. She took a very active 
part in the Home Demonstration Clubs and 4-H 
Clubs, and was later to become very active in one of 
her favorite clubs. 

On July 23, 1936, the second and final episode of 
children popped into the world by way of the late 
Dr. Wall at his clinic on Beauregard street. He was 
named after his grandfather in North Carolina: 
James Giles Kimrey. To date, however, he will only 
answer to the name of “Stormy.” He graduated in 
1958 from Aggieland and came home to work for 
the Texas Department of Highways. To this day, he 
is colorblind to all colors except Maroon and White 
and never misses an Aggie football game. Mrs. 
Kimrey became quite active in the A&M Mothers 
Club and held state offices as well as president of 
the San Angelo Club. She continued her traditional 
making of popcorn balls as she was well known for, 
at the elementary schools long after both of her boys 
were grown and married. She never failed to take 
them to Mrs. Jean Abell’s class at Glenmore, as she 
had for my children, and even took them for years 
to Austin Elementary School after all the Kimreys 
had gone through high school. Her loyalty to some- 
thing she believed in could never be taken lightly. 

Mr. Kimrey passed on July 1, 1979, at the age of 
87, after leading a very full and successful life, 
making new friends and never meeting a stranger. 
Mrs. Kimrey passed away June 12, 1988, on her 83rd 
birthday. She was consistently involved in club and 
church work until becoming ill, and even on her bad 
days of illness managed to still take an active part in 
her club work, doing what she could for whomever 
asked, as she never knew the word, “No.” 

For those of us that have lost our beloved parents, 
we can never forget the good times, although some 
of them were rather hard. They will forever remain 
with us until the day that we rejoin each other. 

by W.E. Kimrey, Jr. 


KINCAID, T. A. and ADA R. 
(DRENNAN) 


Ada R. Drennan was born January 17, 1870, in 
San Angelo in an adobe house located on the bank 
of the Concho River near the Oakes Street Bridge. 
Her birth was the first recorded of a white child in 
San Angelo. She was the oldest daughter of Mary E. 
and John Drennan, a rancher who in later years was 
a jailer and deputy sheriff of Tom Green County. 

Ada had vivid recollections of the Ben Ficklin 
flood of 1882. She also was among those passengers 
who rode the first train from Ballinger to San Angelo 
in 1888. 

Ada and T.A. Kincaid were married at the county 
jail on June 27, 1888. He had come to West Texas 
from Bastrop County, at the age of 19. T.A. worked 
on various ranches before the turn of the century. 
He took 3,200 head of sheep to Crockett County in 
1902, and began to acquire extensive holdings in 
Crockett, Upton, and Uvalde Counties. He was 
president of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers 
Association from 1924-1935. 
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T.A. and Ada Kincaid were parents of eleven sons 
and daughters. The family played a prominent role 
in the development of West Texas. 

Mrs. Kincaid died in San Angelo in March of 
1943, at the age of 72. Mr. Kincaid moved to San 
Angelo following her death and lived at the St. 
Angelus Hotel until his death in August of 1953 at 
the age of 84 years. 

by JoAn Earnest 


KINSEY, E.E. 


Edmond Eldred Kinsey (born November 2, 1875, 
in Coryell County, Texas) was orphaned at four years 
of age and was raised by an uncle and aunt, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Boyd in Schleicher County, Texas. On 
April 9, 1902, he married Bessie May Montgomery 
(born November 23, 1876 in Hays County, Texas) 
in Hext, Texas. She was the daughter of Reverend 
and Mrs. Charles Gamewell Montgomery. Their 
children were David Boyd, Harvey Montgomery, 
Bessie May, Edmond Eldred, Junior, and Miranda 
Katherine. 

David Boyd (born March 12, 1903, in Mason 
County, Texas) married Mabel Gray in San Angelo, 
April 19, 1924. 

Harvey Montgomery (born January 5, 1905, in 
Mason County, Texas) married Essie Mae Roberts 
in Eastland, Texas, July 6, 1927. After her death, 
March 31, 1932, he married Barbara Franklin 
December 4, 1933, in San Angelo. They were 
divorced and he married Ira Tillery September 19, 
1945, in San Angelo. He died December 16, 1982. 

Bessie May (born February 3, 1909, in San 
Angelo) married John Robert Cornelius December 
12, 1936, in San Angelo. She died September 30, 
1986. 

Edmond Eldred, Junior (born September 2, 1911, 
in Mason County, Texas) married Virginia Hagerty 
in San Angelo, on June 8, 1942. He died September 
10, 1985. 

Miranda Katherine (born May 1, 1919, in Wall, 
Texas) married Demarcus Lee Milner, Junior, in San 
Angelo, December 21, 1938. 

The family moved to Wall, Texas, in 1915, and 
farmed the John D. Robertson farm. The four older 
children went to the Wall School and later attended 
the Bismarck and Fairview schools. In 1925, the 
Kinseys moved into San Angelo, and the youngest 
daughter went to school at San Jacinto Elementary 
and Edison Junior High, and graduated from San 
Angelo High School. 

Mr. Kinsey and his two older sons drilled water 
wells and installed windmills and water systems. 
Many of the first wells on Lipan Flat and in the 
surrounding counties were their work. 

Mr. Kinsey died April 7, 1953, and Mrs. Kinsey 
died January 12, 1973, at the age of 97 years. 

by Mrs. D.L. Milner 


KINYON, JOSEPH MEAD, JR. 
and VIOLET (DERBY) 


Joseph Kinyon, Jr., was born on September 4, 
1922, in Kim, Colorado, to Joseph Mead and Donnie 
Roberts Alba Kinyon. Other branches of the family 
spell it “Kenyon.” 

Joe’s father took him to Morton, Texas, where he 
owned a service station. In 1938, they moved to 
Mason. 

Joe’s dad signed for him to join the Army for a 
year. A popular song was, “I'll be back in a year, 


little darling.” Joe’s year turned into four years and 
nine months with the Thirty-Sixth Infantry (T Patch- 
Texas Division). He was in Company F, 141st 
Infantry, stationed at Camp Bowie, Brownwood, 
and was shipped overseas to North Africa and Italy. 

He remembered well but talked little about Rapido 
River, Salerno, and Anzio. One day on Anzio, S/Sgt. 
Kinyon and his platoon were in seven concentrated 
artillery barrages “without a foxhole” and sur- 
rounded twice. Before it was over, Joe was cut off 
from his men by a German tank that fired at him 
from about 100 yards, hitting too close to the small 
construction he was behind. Later, after he found all 
his men safe, he was sent back to a hospital, because 
of his nerves. 

Stateside, Joe finished his duty as an MP in 
Hearne, Texas, guarding German prisoners and 
working near Sheppard Air Force Base in Wichita 
Falls, Texas. 


Vi (Derby) and Joe Kinyon, 1944 


Staff Sergeant Joe Kinyon and Miss Violet 
Valentine Derby were married November 4, 1944, 
in Mason. She was born February 14, 1925, in 
Mason, to Bud Frank and Gussie Amner (Smart) 
Derby. 

A year later, honorably discharged, Joe and Vi 
moved to San Angelo, where he found a job at 
Montgomery Ward and she went to work at Sears 
on Chadbourne. 
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Geant | 
Kinyon Family: Vi and Joe with sons, Paul and Pat 


The family was blessed with two sons: John 
Paul on January 5, 1955, and Joe Pat on February 
14, 1959. In 1960 the family moved to 302 South 
Jackson, moving their church membership from 
Ninth and Main to Colorado and Jackson Street 
Church of Christ. 

Joe worked as an automobile parts salesman 
before working for the United States Postal Service. 
In 1981, just two years short of retirement, Joe was 
diagnosed as having Alzheimer’s Disease. Since 


1983, Joe has been in Veteran’s Hospitals and 
Nursing Homes in Eden, Kerrville, and Waco. 

Vi and the family had a lot of questions and very 
few answers about the disease. The first meeting of 
the very active and helpful Concho Valley 
Alzheimer’s support group met in the Kinyon home. 

Vi helped start a support group for families at the 
Veteran’s Hospital in Kerrville in 1986. She writes a 
part of the monthly newsletter sent to families of the 
veterans entitled “Vi’s Corner,” which has brought 
about closer ties between nursing personnel and 
families. She has also received recognition as a 
volunteer at the Veterans Hospital Library. 

Vi was working for the San Angelo Independent 
School District when Joe became ill. In trying to 
cope, she says that reaching out to other families 
suffering because of this devastating illness has 
helped her a great deal. 

Joe and Vi have one grandson, Jared Scott, born 
November 14, 1984, son of Paul and Tamara (Scott) 
Kinyon. 

by Vi Kinyon 


KIRKSEY, ELLIS L. and 
GLADYS (LAWSON) 


. . The Kirksey family in 1960. 
Seated is Gladys and Ellis. Standing left to right are 
J.P., Tommy, Annie Laura, Clarence, Eugene and 


Grady Lee 


Ellis Lafayette Kirksey was born in Rugby, Red 
River County, Texas, on October 24, 1897. The 
family moved to Wall in Tom Green County arriving 
by train at the San Angelo Depot on December 4, 
1904. Late in the second decade of this century, bad 
weather and a succession of crop failures forced 
Ellis to seek work in San Angelo. 

His first job off the farm was delivering groceries 
for Trimble Grocery Company. In 1920, he began a 
career with automobiles that would span half a 
century. His resume would include Young, Wiley & 
Bennett; Henderson & Ede Buick; Copeland Motor 
Company (Apperson Jackrabbit); R.B. Amacker 
Motor Company (Model T Ford); Wood Motor 
Company; and Schuch Motor Company, the first 
Pontiac Dealer in Texas. Ellis joined Ed Schuch on 
April 1, 1928, as a line mechanic and retired 43.5 
years later as a car salesman. His honesty in dealing 
with customers, both as a mechanic and salesman, 
cultivated a great following resulting in many second 
and third generation customers. 

On July 11, 1925, Ellis and Gladys Lawson were 
married in San Angelo and remained together 57 
years until her death in 1983. They had six children 
— Annie Laura, Eugene, Clarence, Grady, Tommy, 
and J.P. — 12 grandchildren and 15 great-grand- 
children. In April 1940, they moved to the Lake View 
area. 

Since 1920, Ellis has been a member of First 
Baptist Church, and attended the Goodfellow Class. 


He is a 72-year member of the Knights of Pythias 
(Tom Green Lodge #46) and was a school board 
trustee of the Lake View Independent School District 
for nine years, during which time the district added 
new classroom facilities, built the current football 
complex, and survived San Angelo’s worst natural 
disaster — the 1953 tornado. 

Ellis Kirksey has lived in and witnessed a 
remarkable evolution: from horse and steam power 
to atomic power; from wagon-rut roads to inter- 
state highways; from flickering kerosene and candle 
light to halogen lighting; from party lines to cell 
phones; from the telegraph to the Internet; from silent 
films to giant screen television; from a man-in-the- 
moon to man-on-the-moon. With his remarkable 
memory and vivid recall, he can usually recount an 
incident or event that reinforces what most of us have 
only read about in the history books. And, if it’s not 
fact that you’ re interested in, he’ ll cheer you up with 
a current tall tale or refreshing joke. 

The Tom Green County Historical Society adopted 
the following Resolution to honor Mr. Kirksey on 
the celebration of his 100th birthday: 

WHEREAS, Mr. Kirksey, being a resident of this 
county for over 90 years; and, 

WHEREAS, he experienced the “early times” of 
the area and kept the memories of individuals and 
events of the past; and, 

WHEREAS, he gladly shares his stories with local 
historians. 

THEREFORE, be it resolved, that Mr. Kirksey 
be recognized for the preservation of local history. 

THE SOCIETY also commends Mr. Kirksey for 
his service to his church and to the community ... 
for giving warmly ... living fully and staying young 
at heart. 

Therefore, we congratulate Mr. Ellis L. Kirksey 
on this occasion and celebrate his “frontier spirit.” 

by J.P. Kirksey 


KLATTENHOFF, J.W. and 
BERNICE 


J.W., Bernice, Gayle and Susan Klattenhoff 


J.W. Klattenhoff was born April 1, 1923, to John 
and Meta Schneemann Klattenhoff about ten miles 
northwest of Miles in the Ray Community. When he 
started school at Ray, he could speak Spanish and 
German fluently and knew only a few English words. 
The Pete Mujfioz family was very special to J.W.’s 
family and worked for them for about 25 years. Also 
the Emilio Lopez family and other families, as well. 
The children in these families were J.W.’s playmates 
and this is how J.W. learned Spanish. Both of his 


parents spoke German; so this came naturally. After 
Ray School closed, J.W. rode the school bus to Miles, 
graduating in 1941. 

On June 26, 1946, he and Bernice Holtkamp were 
married in Trinity Lutheran Church, Miles, Texas, 
by Rev. E. Rowoldt. Bernice was born August 25, 
1925, to William C. (Bill) and Elsie Mesecke 
Holtkamp. She attended school in Concho, Lowake, 
Vancourt, and graduated from Eola High School in 
1942. In 1946, she graduated from Shannon School 
of Nursing. Since their marriage, they have made 
their home 8 miles northwest of Miles in the 
Klattenhoff Community. 

Their first daughter, Gayle, was born June 2, 1949, 
in Shannon West Texas Memorial Hospital. She is a 
graduate of Miles High School and Texas Tech 
University. She and Clinton Reck, of Phillips, Texas, 
were married January 8, 1972, in Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Miles, Texas. They are the parents of one 
daughter, Mica, born April 4, 1980, and they reside 
in Kingwood, Texas. 

Daughter number 2, Susan, was born June 27, 
1952, in Shannon West Texas Memorial Hospital. 
She is also a Miles High School and Angelo State 
University graduate. She married Danny Beekman 
of Big Lake on December 14, 1973 in the courthouse 
in San Angelo, Texas. They are the parents of one 
daughter, Amanda, and reside in Mertzon, Texas. 

J.W. farms cotton, milo, wheat, and runs sheep 
and cows. This is probably his hobby, too. J.W. has 
served on the Willow Creek Water Board, Trinity 
Lutheran Church Council, and the Community 
Committee of the Agriculture Stabilization and 
Conservation Service. 

Bernice’s hobbies include flowers, knitting, 
reading, and quilts. She has been active in the 
Miles PTA, Women of Trinity Lutheran, Miles, 
Texas, and taught Sunday School there, also. 

Most of all they thoroughly enjoy their two 
granddaughters. 

Soon after they married, the seven-year drought 
began in the fifties. That truly was “the time it never 
rained.” J.W. worked for Wm. Cameron Lumber Co. 
in San Angelo and also for Alvin Sefcik’s Gin in 
Vancourt. After he got home, he had the farm and 
ranch work to do. This made for some awfully long 
days. Crops have been from fair to good since. Then 
1986-87 was a complete opposite from the drought. 
By June of 1987, we had doubled the average rain- 
fall. 

Klattenhoff Community is a good place to live 
and rear children. Some of our neighbors over the 
years have been the Artie Harrises, Mr. and Mrs. Will 
Tucker, Roy and Eppie Holland, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Lummas, the Ed Kieslings, the Henry Lippe family 
and “Red” and Bessie McDonald, and others. Each 
would help you any way they possibly could, if you 
needed help in any way. 

by Bernice Klattenhoff 


KLATTENHOFF, JOHN 
and META 


Schneemann-Klattenhoff: A pretty home wedding 
occurred at 6 o’clock Wednesday evening at the 
home of the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Schneemann, when their second daughter, Meta, 
became the bride of John Klattenhoff, a prosperous 
ranchman of Miles, Texas. The double ring ceremony 
was performed by the Reverend W.E. Nuemeister, 
pastor of the Evangelical Emmanuel Church. Mr. 
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and Mrs. Klattenhoff left Wednesday evening for 
their ranch home in the Ray Community near Miles, 
Texas. 

This beautiful wedding took place on February 9, 
1921. It was the beginning of a wonderful marriage 
to which two sons were born. John William, Jr., was 
born April 1, 1923. He married Bernice Holtkamp 
of Vancourt, Texas. Lee William was born October 
9, 1926. He married Mary Jo Childress of Miles, 
Texas. 


John William and Meta Klattenhoff 


William, Sr., was born July 4, 1879. He was the 
oldest of 12 children born to William and Alvina 
Klattenhoff of Hutto, Williamson County, Texas. 
Both of his parents were emigrants from Germany. 
John finished his education and chose to follow in 
his father’s footsteps and become a farmer. He tried 
his profession in Copeland, Texas, and two years in 
Slaton, Texas, before coming to Tom Green County 
in 1910. When a drought came in 1917, he went 
back to Williamson County to help his father farm. 
After the drought, he came back and stock farmed. 

Meta was the second daughter of William and Ida 
Schneemann, who ranched in the Big Lake area. 
There was no school in the Big Lake area for the 
children to attend; so they had a governess for their 
early education. They moved to San Angelo in 1909 
for the children to finish their schooling. They 
attended the Immaculate Conception Academy. 

John died in 1938 after a lengthy illness. Meta 
and her sons remained on the home place in the Ray 
Community where they farmed and ranched until 
Meta remarried in 1945 and moved to Miles, Texas. 
She died in 1983. John, Jr., and Lee still live in the 
community with their families. 

by Mary Jo Klattenhoff 


KLATTENHOFF, LEE and 
MARY JO 


Lee William Klattenhoff and Mary Jo Childress 
were married January 20, 1945, in Ballinger, Texas. 
They started their married life on a farm where they 
still live. They were blessed with two children, 
Sandra Kay born March 1, 1949, and Larry Wayne 
born February 15, 1951. 

Sandra Kay married Jimmy Harlow of Llano, 
Texas, in 1969. They have two sons, Michael Shane 
and James Cody. Larry Wayne married Lois Ann 
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Klattenhoff 


Crownover in 1977. They have a son and daughter, 
Collin Wayne and Carlee Ann. 

Lee was born October 9, 1926, the youngest son 
of John, Sr., and Meta Klattenhoff. He grew up on 
their stock farm located in the northeast Tom Green 
County. He went to school at the Ray Community 
School that was two and one-half miles from their 
home. He and his brother, John, Jr., had a pony named 
“Tony” they rode to and from school. Lee remem- 
bers letting some of the neighbor children ride the 
pony in exchange for one of Mrs. Harris’ fried pies. 
When Lee started to school in the first grade, he 
knew very little English. He spoke mostly German 
and Spanish. He went through the sixth grade at Ray 
School and transferred to Miles High School. Lee’s 
education was interrupted by World War II. He 
served two years in the Philippines. 

Mary Jo was born September 13, 1926, to Douglas 
and Mamie Childress. She grew up in Miles among 
many relatives and friends. She had two brothers. 
The older, Douglas, was killed on a submarine in 
1944. 

Lee and Mary Jo are typical grandparents; their 
grandchildren are the smartest, best looking and 
grandest there is. 

by Mary Jo Klattenhoff 


KLEITCHES 


Louis Kleitches came to San Angelo, Texas, in 
1914, and opened his first restaurant here in the 200 
block of South Chadbourne Street. He was born in 
Karpenision, Greece, on June 14, 1886, and came to 
the United States alone as a boy of 14. He worked in 
New York at various jobs, including busboy at the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel, until he had saved enough 
money to open his own restaurant in Roanoke, 
Virginia. 

He decided to come to San Angelo after hearing 
friends talk about the favorable climate and business 
opportunities here. He soon met Dewey Miskimon, 
a native San Angeloan born May 5, 1896, and they 
were married on July 31, 1918, in San Angelo. They 
had a son, Paul, who died in infancy, and then 
three daughters. They are Norma Joe Kleitches, now 


Mrs. Douglas A. Williams of San Angelo, Melba 
Kleitches, now Mrs. Melba McCormick of Midland, 
Texas, and Louise Kleitches, now Mrs. Conn 
Johnson of Bronte, Texas. They have three 
grandchildren, Mark Douglas Williams, deceased, 
Todd Houston Williams of Austin, Texas and Robert 
Simpson (Bud) Johnson of Midland and Bronte, 
Texas. 

Mrs. Kleitches and their three daughters were 
active members of the First Presbyterian Church and 
Mr. Kleitches was an active member of the Greek 
Orthodox Church. 

Due to ill health, Mr. Kleitches sold his restaurant 
and opened a neighborhood grocery store on West 
College Avenue, but restaurant was the business he 
enjoyed most, so he opened another restaurant in the 
unit block of West Beauregard, which he later sold 
due to ill health. He died September 20, 1943. 

Mrs. Kleitches owned rental property in San 
Angelo, which she continued to manage until her 
death on December 10, 1969. Their daughter, Norma 
Joe Williams, is Editorial Page Editor of the San 
Angelo Standard-Times, Louise Johnson ranches 
with her husband and son in Coke County, Texas, 
and she is the manager for Ted Brown and for Moore 
Oil Properties in San Angelo. Melba McCormick is 
retired in Midland, Texas, where she was business 
manager for the late Stanley C. Moore, chairman of 
the board of Smith International, Inc., a Fortune 500 
Company. 

by Norma Joe Williams 


KLEPPNER, CLARENCE J. and 
CHRYSTAL FAYE (WOOD) 


C.J. and Chrystal Faye Kleppner 


Chrystal Fay Kleppner, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Luther Wood of Wall, Texas, was born January 12, 
1926, in Wall, Texas. She has fond memories of Wall 
being a gathering place to worship, shop, attend 
school, and have fun. 

She married Flight Officer Clarence Kleppner 
from Maywood, Illinois, on October 6, 1945. Their 


formal wedding was held at the Wall Auditorium. 
Reverend George Baker of the First Methodist 
Church in San Angelo performed the first formal 
Protestant wedding in Wall. 

The Kleppners moved to Maywood, Illinois, but 
in 1948 returned to live in San Angelo permanently. 
Mr. Kleppner, a printer for 38 years, was employed 
by Holcombe Blanton and Western Printing com- 
panies. 

Mrs. Kleppner finished Wall school and graduated 
from San Angelo High School in 1943. To attend 
the latter school, she had a Model A Ford for 
transportation. These cars were the “in thing” for 
kids. War time was in effect; so she left in the dark, 
stars still out, to pick up four girls who rode with 
her. She attended San Angelo Junior College, was a 
member of Sigma Alpha Chi, and graduated in 1945. 

Mr. Kleppner arrived for the first time in San 
Angelo, in April 1943, to attend bombardier school. 
The troop train stopped at Santa Fe Depot. He saw 
the old Travelers Hotel and judged the town by it. 
Later he knew his error when he saw the Catus Hotel. 
He did not know then he would be spending his 
wedding night there. 

Upon graduating in 1943, he flew 42 missions and 
returned to Goodfellow Field for pilot training in 
1945. He flew off Auxiliary #6 in Wall. This field 
was once pasture land owned by Luther Wood. Little 
did he know he would meet and marry Mr. Wood’s 
daughter Chrystal. She had ridden her pony on this 
same land as a child. 

On learning that Chrystal’s parents lived across 
the road from the field, Mr. Kleppner made a deal 
with her sister, Virginia, to bring him cold water when 
he taxied to the fence and gunned his engine three 
times. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kleppner have two children. Ronald 
Scott Kleppner is a high school teacher in Houston, 
Texas. He received his B.A. degree from Angelo 
State University and a Masters Degree from Sul Ross 
University. He has one child, Jason Wayne Kleppner. 
Their daughter, Sherry Diane Kleppner Jones, 
finished San Angelo Business College, and is a 
corporate secretary for Scherz Landscape Company. 
She has one daughter, Angela Fae Jones. 

The Kleppners and their children are Methodists. 

by Chrystal Kleppner 


KNAPP, JACOB W. 


Jacob W. Knapp was born in 1844, a native of 
Michigan. He joined the partnership of David 
Williams and George W. Rappleye in San Antonio 
in 1878. They settled on the North Concho River 
above Water Valley. Jacob Knapp had attended 
some years in Michigan State Normal College in 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. 

His responsibility to the partnership was the 
adding to and keeping in repair of all the physical 
features of their sheep ranching business. 

They first built a picket house to live in and later 
used it for a shed-storage when they built their ranch 
house. The home still stands on the C.T. Rawlings 
Ranch today. Here the first post office in the area 
began service in 1885 and was called “Yandell.” 
David Williams was the first postmaster, until his 
untimely death due to drowning in 1888. Jacob 
Knapp served as postmaster for a short time until 
the post office could be relocated to Water Valley. 

Knapp was elected County Commissioner for 
Precinct #3 (Water Valley Area) 1894 to 1896. 


Jacob Knapp and David Williams were well- 
educated and kept up their interest in national and 
state affairs through subscriptions to papers and 
magazines. They received the Chicago Times, Owego 
papers, Quincy, Kalamazoo Gazette, San Antonio 
paper, Puck, and the Police Gazette. The New York 
papers were sent by David Williams’ parents. This 
made their home a regular newsstand for their 
neighbors. 

Because of their education, Williams and Knapp 
were often called on to settle differences of opinion 
between schoolmasters. One school teacher, Mr. 
Abel, constantly referred to ““Webster’s unrebridged 
work.” Another teacher, Mr. Westfall, argued the 
conjunction “but” can always be substituted for 
“and.” 

They had a warm discussion one Sunday about 
italicized words in the Bible. Westfall claimed those 
words had very little meaning. Abel and all the rest 
of the Sunday school declared they were meant to 
be spoken with greater stress of voice, and read Mr. 
Westfall a rule from Smith's Grammar. Mr. Westfall 
said, *Smith’s Grammar is wrong.” Mr. Abel, in 
telling about the incident, said, “That riled me, and I 
just riz right up and exposed him right there.”’ 

Ata Fourth of July barbecue, a cowboy “rounded 
up” the school teacher about an example he had 
shown his scholars how to work. It was to multiply 
6750 by 20. Mr. Abel multiplied with paper and 
pencil as follows: “Aught times aught is aught, 
aught times five is five, aught time seven is seven, 
and aught six is six.”” Then multiplying it through 
by two and addition of the two products, he had the 
following result: 141,750. Cowboy said it was not 
right and Mr. Abel decided he had an “aught” too 
much, so he erased the cipher and had for his answer 
14,175. 

Other teachers followed Mr. Abel, some male and 
some female, but none quite so colorful or contro- 
versial as he. 

Though they were crowded about by their cattle- 
men neighbors, the three partners were on good terms 
with all of them. 

Jacob Knapp died in 1914. 

by Mary Lou McBride and Thomas & 
JoAn Earnest, from a story researched by 
Elton T. Mims, a historian from 
Water Valley, Texas 


KNOX, VIRGINIA MAE 
(STRANGE) 


Virginia Mae Strange was born in St. Louis, 
Missouri, July 20, 1895. Her parents were Walter 
Morgan Strange (January 2, 1868 - December 2, 
1951) and Jessie Lorena Buck (April 13, 1868 - 
May 20, 1945) of St. Louis, Missouri. 

She met and married Wilbur Downey Knox 
(January 30, 1892 - December 13, 1973) following 
World War I. They were married June 27, 1918, in 
Independence, Missouri. 

Virginia was a graduate nurse, having completed 
training at Missouri Baptist Sanatorium (now 
Missouri Baptist Hospital) just at the close of World 
War I. In fact, she had received orders to go to 
France when the Armistice was signed. 

Her parents were of the persuasion that it was a 
“no-no”’ for a lady to become a “professional”’ 
person. She left home and worked as an elevator 
operator at Missouri Baptist Sanatorium, all the 
while saving her money to buy material for her 
training uniforms. This she hid in the bottom of her 


trunk until she entered training. 

“Formal” nursing was set aside when she married, 
but her knowledge was well put to use as she raised 
their three daughters: Mary Virginia, Nona Mae and 
Betty Lorena. It wasn’t until the late thirties that she 
pursued the nursing profession again. She applied 
for her Texas license in San Antonio, Texas, and 
became a Private Duty Registered nurse. While living 
in San Antonio, Texas (where the family had moved 
in 1936 from Milwaukee, Wisconsin), Virginia 
nursed in San Antonio, Ozona, Utopia, Kerrville, and 
other area towns. 

She was a registered nurse doing private duty in 
San Angelo from September 1948 until mid-July 
1973, working in all three hospitals and many private 
homes. There were two periods when she did General 
Floor Duty. One was during the polio epidemic; the 
other was following the Lake View tornado. This 
latter one was about a 72-hour non-stop duty. 

Virginia moved to San Angelo, Texas, with her 
family in September, 1948. She was a member of 
Colorado and Jackson Streets Church of Christ. She 
was the nurse during the Vacation Bible Schools and 
was loved by all of the children and adults alike. 

Virginia passed away on February 24, 1977, and 
is buried in Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo, Texas. 

by Nona Mae Reese 


KNOX, MAJOR WILBUR 
DOWNEY 


Wilbur Downey Knox was born in Emporia, 
Kansas, January 30, 1892. His parents were Carleton 
Everett Knox (January 22, 1868 - April 15, 1943) 
and Ada Frances Downey (November 20, 1867 - July 
17, 1935). He married Virginia Mae Strange in 
Independence, Missouri, June 27, 1918. Her parents 
were Walter Morgan Strange (January 2, 1868 - 
December 2, 1951) and Jessie Lorena Buck (April 
13, 1868 - May 20, 1945) of St. Louis, Missouri, 
where Virginia Mae was born July 20, 1895. 

Three daughters were born to this union: Mary 
Virginia, Nona Mae, and Betty Lorena. 

Wilbur enlisted June 21, 1916 in Ambulance 
Company No. 2, Missouri National Guard at Kansas 
City, Missouri. They were mustered into Federal 
Service June 24, 1916 (Mexican Border Service). 
He was transferred to HCD 2nd Infantry, Laredo 
District, in August 1916. He was mustered out of 
service January 13, 1917. He reenlisted June 7, 1917, 
in Sanitary Detachment 5th Regiment, Missouri 
National Guard at St. Louis, Missouri. They were 
drafted into Federal service August 5, 1917, World 
War I. He was assigned to various Infantry and 
Medical Detachments, being honorably discharged 
from Chemical Warfare Service. He served overseas 
in France honorably, until honorably discharged at 
demobilization. 

In October, 1942, he returned to active duty during 
World War II as a Captain. He served in the Medical 
Administrative Corps, primarily as Medical Supply 
Officer. He served in Amarillo, Texas; San Marcos, 
Texas; Ellington Field in Houston, Texas; and 
Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana. From 
Louisiana, he was transferred to Wiesbaden, 
Germany. His return to stateside service assigned 
him to Goodfellow Air Force Base until his 
retirement as Medical Supply Officer. 

Major Knox’s decorations included Mexican 
Border Ribbon, Victory Medal with three clasps, 
Verdun Ribbon, American Theater Ribbon, and 
World War II Victory Medal. 


247 


The Knoxes chose to remain in San Angelo, where 
they owned a home at 2436 Freeland. The property 
was purchased by the State of Texas in 1975 for 
future construction of the Houston Harte Express- 
way. 

Major Knox was a stamp collector and dealer, a 
hobby he acquired during the Depression years in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He pursued this and book- 
keeping after military retirement. 

As amember of the Retired Officers Association, 
he was on the original Board of Directors of the Rio 
Concho Manor Retirement Center. He was book- 
keeper for the Manor for a number of years. 

Wilbur Downey Knox passed away December 13, 
1973, and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery, San 
Angelo, Texas. 

by Nona Mae Reese 


KOKES, FRANK and ANTONIE 
(DUSTOR) 


Frank Kokes, the son of Johan and Johanna 
(Mylek) Kokes, was born on November 6, 1881 at 
Stare Hamry, Czechoslovakia, being one of four 
children of the family. He grew up helping his 
parents tend the small farm until the age of 17 years. 
Then on August 24, 1898 he entered a trade school 
to become a tailor, taking a three-year course. After 
working for several different tailors as a helper, he 
graduated from school on August 24, 1901 as a 
professional tailor. 

A year later, on July 2, 1902, he married Antonie 
Dustor the daughter of Johan and Marianna 
(Andracka) Dustor. She was born on March 10, 1886 
at Malenovic, Czechoslovakia, being one of five 
children of that family. She grew up helping her 
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parents make a living, as times were very hard. She 
worked for three cents a day and saved her pennies 
to help support her parents and the rest of the 
children. On December 31, 1908, their first baby girl 
was born. They named her Marianna (Mary). 

In the meantime, Daddy’s older brother, Josef 
Kokes, made his first trip to the United States in 
1905. He sailed the seas on the ship “Hannover,” 
landed in Galveston, Texas, boarded a train and 
settled in Granger, Williamson, County, Texas. There 
he worked the cotton fields and also worked at 
cotton gins. So he wrote to brother Frank and his 
family to come to the United States, as there was 
plenty of work and a chance of making lots of money, 
as money grew on trees and all he had to do is pick it 
(cotton). 

So with the poor and overcrowded conditions in 
Czechoslovakia, where three to five families lived 
in one house, the Kokes family, Frank, Antonie and 
Marianna, 1.5 years old, along with Daddy’s sister 
Mary, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Svrcina and their son, 
Frank, Jr., and daughter Anna, packed up their few 
belongings and boarded a German ship, the 
“Frankfurt,” at Bremen, Germany, on May 5, 1910, 
landed in Galveston port on May 31, boarded a train 
and headed for Granger, Texas. They were greeted 
by brother Josef Kokes at the station. They went to 
work for the Huser family picking cotton. 

Later Daddy opened a tailor shop in Bartlett, 
Texas. After a few years, due to failing health, he 
quit his tailor shop and rented a 65-acre farm from 
Walther Smith near Granger. There he farmed and 
raised their family of five children: Mary, now Mrs. 
Joe Chasak, Jr., of Taylor; Emilie, now Mrs. Emil 
Krupala of Wall; Frank Kokes, Jr. of Taylor; Louis 
Kokes of San Angelo, and Ann, now Mrs. Clyde 
Gibson of San Angelo. 
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Frank Kokes, Sr. Family 
Front Row: Frank Sr. and Antonie Kokes. Standing, left to right: Louis, Ann Gibson, Mary Chasak, Emilie Krupala, and Frank Jr. 


In 1942, they moved to Tom Green County, 
settling first at Veribest, Texas, and moving to Wall 
two years later. They retired from farming in 1947, 
built a home at Wall, and lived there 23 years. 

Frank Kokes, Sr. died on January 8, 1963, age 81 
years. Antonie Kokes died on August 9, 1965, age 
79 years. Both are laid to rest in Lawnhaven 
Memorial Garden. 

by Louis Kokes 


KOKES, LOUIS and 
DOROTHY (DRGAC) 


Louis and Ann Kokes (Gibson) about 1940-41 


I, Louis Anton Kokes, was born in Granger, Texas, 
Williamson County, on January 25, 1919, one of five 
children of Frank and Antonie (Dustor) Kokes. I grew 
up in the Granger and Taylor communities, grad- 
uated from Circleville Grade School, and was 
engaged in farming. At age 22 years, I was drafted 
into active military service on February 3, 1941, and 
inducted at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas, 
into the 36th Division, Detachment Medical 
Department, Station Hospital, Camp Bowie, 
Brownwood, Texas, for nine months of service. I 
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was discharged on November 21, 1941, and got my 
Honorable Discharge from the Reserve Corps on 
December 31, 1942. 

In November 1942, my parents and my youngest 
sister Ann, along with my brother Frank Kokes, Jr., 
and his wife, Martha, and I moved to San Angelo, 
Tom Green County, Texas and settled on the C.J. 
Urban farm at Veribest. After two years there, we 
then moved to Wall, Texas, as we had rented the E.R. 
VonRosenberg farm. Brother Frank and his wife 
stayed on the Urban farm at Veribest. We stayed on 
that farm from 1944 to 1947, when it was sold; so 
we rented the I.J. Curtsinger farm at Grape Creek. 
Mr. Curtsinger was County Judge of Tom Green 
County for many years. 


Louis and Dorothy Kokes 


On November 21, 1947, I married Dorothy Drgac, 
daughter of W.J. Drgac, who owned a farm and 
operated a dairy at Veribest. Dorothy’s mother, Annie 
(Langer) Drgac, and also Dorothy’s oldest brother 
Marvin, both passed away shortly after they moved 
to Tom Green County from Caldwell, Texas, and 
settled on the John Simecek farm at Wall, Texas. 
They also lost their first crop to the 1936 flood. After 
two years at Grape Creek, we moved back to Veribest 
in 1939 and farmed the Parmer farm. After two years 
of crop failure, we sold out our cattle and farm 
equipment, and bought a home on Paint Rock Road 
near San Angelo. In September 1951, I went to work 
for the Lone Star Gas Company as a meter reader 
for 32 years. During those 32 years, I had walked 
over 46,000 miles and read over a million meters. I 
retired from the gas company on February 1, 1984. 

Dorothy worked for San Angelo Independent 
School District for 24 years, and retired on November 
1, 1983. We had a new home built on 230 Tyler 
Terrace, where we now reside and are enjoying our 
retirement. We are members of the Wall Brethren 
Church, The SPJST, and the Farm Bureau, R.V.O.S., 
also the Czech Heritage Society and Downtown 
Lions Club. 

by Louis Kokes 


KOLLMYER, HARRY 


Harry Albert Kollmyer was born June 23, 1912, 
in Keokuk, Iowa, the oldest son of Albert John and 
Margaret Lumsdon Kollmyer. Following his 


Cleo S. Kollmyer 


graduation from Keokuk High School in 1931, he 
became an apprentice machinist at the firm of 
Kollmyer & Talbot, a business established in that 
city in 1891. A third generation machinist, he learned 
the trade from his father as his grandfather had 
learned it in the 1870’s. In 1936 young Harry 
Kollmyer decided to seek his fortune in a warmer 
climate and set off for Texas in his Model A Ford. 
His first job in Texas was in the machine shop at 
the Buchanan Dam construction site working for 
$1.00 an hour. In 1937 he moved to San Angelo and 
in October of that year with the help of his father he 
opened a small machine shop at 12 West College 
under the name A.J. Kollmyer and Son Machine and 
Equipment Company. In 1940, he took a part time 
job as an instructor for the newly established National 
Defense Machine Shop Classes at San Angelo High 
School. In 1943 he joined the U.S. Navy Seabees. 
He served as a Chief Machinist’s Mate in the 101st 
Seabee Battalion with responsibility for the bat- 
talion’s machine and welding shops. He was 
stationed on Saipan and Okinawa during World War 


IL. Seabee battalions in the Marianas Islands (Saipan, 
Tinian, and Guam) built huge airfields and support 
facilities that put the Japanese homeland within the 
range of our B-29 Bombers. The war ending Atomic 
Bomb missions were launched from these bases. 

Harry Kollmyer was married to Cleo Schlake 
Gottschalk on April 22, 1946. They joined the First 
Christian Church of San Angelo in 1955. Cleo 
Schlake was born April 10, 1924, at Lowake, Texas. 
Her parents, Ben H. Schlake and Anna Rosalie Dusek 
were the children of early settlers of Concho County. 
She was valedictorian at Paint Rock High School in 
1940 and she graduated from San Angelo Junior 
College in 1942. Her first job was in the office of 
Rex D. Kitchens Construction, a paving contractor 
building roads for the North Concho Army Airfield. 
From 1943 to 1947 she worked in the bookkeeping 
department at the old First National Bank at 
Chadbourne and Beauregard. Her first husband, 
Staff Sergeant Verner A. Gottschalk, a tail gunner in 
a B-24, was killed in action over Germany in World 
War II. 

Harry and Cleo Kollmyer reopened the family 
business in a new building at 22 East Avenue B. They 
had two sons, Stephen Leon born 1947 and Alan Joe 
born 1951. Harry Kollmyer devoted his life to his 
family and his work. He never gave retirement a 
thought and worked almost every day of his 54 year 
career. He died June 3, 1985. He is buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery beneath a monument of native 
Texas granite in the shade of a Texas Red Oak tree 
planted in his memory. 

by Joe Kollmyer 


KOZELSKY, JULIUS 


Dottie & Julius Kozelsky on Fairview farm 


To be born third son of Valentine and Annie 
Kozelsky (see Valentine Kozelsky family) was 
blessing enough for Julius Kozelsky. Finding 
Dorothy to live his life with, he was more blest. To 
farm the land and to live as neighbors to the people 
of Fairview and Wall communities, makes life the 
best it can be. 

Julius was born July 13, 1926, in Moulton, Lavaca 
County, Texas. He attended school in Witting and 
Moravia. In 1943, he moved with his parents and 
family to Fairview. There he learned farming the Tom 
Green County way. 

When his brother, Henry, was killed in France in 
1944, Julius’s life changed. Joining the Army, he 
served in Germany, extending his time into the Army 
of Occupation. He returned home in 1947 to farm 
with his dad. 

He met Dorothy Sullivan in San Angelo on 1955. 
Dorothy was born February 4, 1928, to Thomas and 
Faye Garrett Sullivan near Willow City in Gillispie 
County, Texas. Dorothy’s father died when she was 
fourteen months old. Later her mother married 
Nathan White. He was a loving father. Three sisters 
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were born: Peggy Hahne, Nathene Oehler, and Violet 
Smith. Violet was killed in a car wreck at seventeen. 

Julius and Dorothy were married September 4, 
1969. Julius continued farming in the Lipan Flats, 
south of Fairview. Having grown up on a ranch, 
Dorothy knew nothing of row crop farming. 

Valentine died suddenly on December 19, 1974. 
Julius missed the close relationship with his dad. 
When Annie moved to town, Julius and Dorothy 
made the farm their home away from their city home. 

Dorothy became “Dottie’’ to family, and their 
neighbors. She learned the ways of farming with 
Julius. Her German Irish Ancestry showed in “Dig 
in and do it now.” They loved the country and 
neighbors. 

Choosing to be a spiritual part of family and 
community, Dottie joined St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church July 13, 1981. Her faith became her strength 
for days ahead. 

Having no children of their own, Kozelsky nieces 
and nephews share much love with Dottie and Julius. 

Slight strokes in 1979 and 1982 slowed Julius for 
a while. In April of 1987, he was confined to St. 
John Hospital for eight days following a severe heart 
attack. In Dottie’s devoted care he slowly gained 
strength but he could not farm. Caring and sharing 
neighbors saw their need. Without hesitation they 
plowed, laid rows, planted and cultivated their fields. 
The rains came and the crops grew beautiful. Dottie 
and Julius appreciate and thank the people of 
Fairview, Wall, and San Angelo for all their kindness 
and hard work. We pray they will all be blessed. Finer 
families and friends cannot be found. 

by Dorine Franke Kozelsky 


KOZELSKY, VALENTINE F. 


Valentine Kozelsky was the oldest son of John 
and Anna (Malchar) Kozelsky. With their four 
children, they immigrated from  Staric, 
Czechoslovakia, in April, 1906. Valentine was ten 
years old when they landed in Galveston, Texas. 
They settled on a farm near Breslau in southeast 
Texas, later known as Kozelsky Hill. 

After serving in France during World War I, 
Valentine met Anna Kubicek. They were married in 
Moulton, Texas, on November 4, 1919. A young 
farmer with a growing family, Valentine bought a 
farm near Witting in Lavaca County, Texas. Their 
children learned to work and share. 

Defeated by Depression years and loss of the farm, 
they moved their three sons and six daughters to 
Moravia to rent a good farm and large house. Living 
was good, but seven years of destructive hurricanes 
destroyed their crops. Their eyes turned westward. 

Knowing the Kozelsky family, Walter Mueller 
beckoned them to move to Fairview in Tom Green 
County to a farm he had bought. The winter of 1943, 
the Kozelsky family moved to the new farm. There 
they became a part of the church, school, com- 
munity, and their neighbors became their people. 
They loved the land and never did begrudge paying 
rent. Valentine believed that man never owns the 
land. “God just lets man use it for a while and for 
that you are expected to pay your part.” He never 
took from the soil more than he put back. 

Annie’s gardens grew green and abundant. She 
fed their family and shared with their neighbors. 
Gallons of homemade pickles were gone before the 
next crop was made. 

Years of drought came but their faith took them 
to better times. Their wealth was their children and 
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grandchildren. Their happiness was loving family, 
friends and God above all. 

Sundays were always special. After church, Annie 
made kolaches and egg noodles for chicken soup. 
She was an excellent cook. No one could duplicate 
her special touch. She delighted in having their 
children and their families for dinner, followed by 
domino games on the front porch. 

Devoutly religious, they lived close to God. The 
first sounds of morning came with the smell of 
coffee. Valentine’s voice was kind, gently praying 
the Our Father and Hail Mary in Czech. One by one 
the family awakened and joined him kneeling by 
the kitchen table. They prayed for rain and peace in 
the world. The last sounds after nightfall were prayers 
of thanksgiving. 

World War II was raging! Their three sons, Joe, 
Henry, and Julius, were called to active duty on 
foreign soils. On July 14, 1944, the telegram arrived. 
It read, “We regret to inform you .... Henry was 
mortally wounded in France on July 11, 1944.” 

His farewell words echoed in their hearts. “I won’t 
come back, I know. I’m going so you can be free. 
Don’t worry about me, just pray for me.” He was 
only 18. His love for music rang in his favorite song, 
“There’s a Star Spangled Banner Waving 
Somewhere.” He was laid to rest beside his grand- 
father, John, in St. Ambrose Cemetery at Wall, Texas. 
They missed him, cherishing his memory. His purple 
heart and gold star in the window reflected his 
patriotism. 

Valentine’s youngest brother, Philip, cared for their 
father, John, on Kozelsky hill farm. Called to the 
Navy, Philip was critically injured when scaffolding 
broke aboard ship. He was confined to Veterans 
Hospital in Temple, Texas. Philip died December 12, 
1952. 

John then lived with Valentine’s family, enjoyed 
his grandchildren, his pipe, and praying his rosary 
until his death, April 24, 1949. 

Neighbors joined them in their sadness. They 
shared joys, weddings, and celebrations. Their love 
for Kocich, Berger, Schwartz, Mikulik, Odell, Woehl, 
Pohl, Wilde families, and so many more, was the 
kinship of their souls. 

Valentine died suddenly on December 19, 1976, 
never having left the home and land he loved. He 
had provided for Annie’s proverbial rainy days. She 
left her garden and flowers. Cared for by her children, 
she waited patiently to go home to Valentine. 

On October 10, 1984, God closed her eyes and 
gave her peace. 

Henry, John, Valentine, Annie, and Jeanie 
Kozelsky left their names on granite markers in St. 
Ambrose Cemetery at Wall, but their heritage 
remains in the hearts of Tom Green County. 

by Dorine Kozelsky 


KRUPALA, JOHN 


John Emil Krupala was born June 6, 1946, in San 
Angelo, Texas, Tom Green County. His parents are 
Emily and Emil Krupala of Wall, Texas. He 
graduated from Angelo State University in 1968 and 
received a Master’s Degree in Public School 
Administration from Sul Ross University in 1974. 
On August 19, 1967, John married Donna Faye 
Riemenschneider, daughter of Adolph and Georgia 
Riemenschneider of Veribest, Texas. One daughter, 
Laura Lee, was born on August 12, 1969, in San 
Angelo, Texas. 


The John Krupala Family 


John began his career in education in 1968 as 
football and basketball coach and teacher in Menard, 
Texas. In 1971, he accepted a position as head of the 
Social Studies Department in McCamey, Texas. He 
was voted 1973 Teacher of the Year and served as 
TSTA President. In 1976, John moved his family to 
San Angelo, Texas, and there accepted a job with 
the San Angelo schools as history teacher at Lincoln 
Jr. High. Later he served as Vice Principal at Lee Jr. 
High, Principal at Santa Rita and Bonham 
Elementary Schools. During the summer of 1986, 
as he prepared for the opening of the new Bonham 
Elementary School, John shot a rattlesnake from the 
roof of the new school. The 14 rattlers were placed 
in the school’s display case and Bonham 
Elementary’s official mascot became the black and 
silver “Rattler.” 

Donna was born December 13, 1942, in Rowena, 
Texas, Runnels County. She graduated from Texas 
Woman’s University in 1965. She taught Home 
Economics in Ballinger, Texas at Ballinger High 
from 1965-68 and at Lee Jr. High in San Angelo 
beginning in 1979. She is a member of Texas 
Classroom Teacher’s Association and Vocational 
Home Economics Teachers Association of Texas. 
Her hobbies include traveling, singing, cooking, 
sewing, collecting buttons, painting, and gardening. 

Laura was valedictorian and most talented of her 
freshman class at Lee Jr. High School. At Central 
High School, she was a member of the National 
Honor Society, Chorale, Latin Club, Key Club, Jr. 
Classical League and SADD. During 1986-87, the 
following were some of the awards Laura received: 
Who’s Who Among American High School Students, 
United States Achievement Academy Leadership and 
Merit Awards, and Academic All America Student. 
Laura’s hobbies include singing, piano, and ballet. 
Laura will attend Baylor University in the fall of 
1987. 

John, Donna, and Laura are active members of 
the Wall Brethren hurch, Wall, Texas, where they 
teach Sunday school, hold various offices, and sing 
in the church choir. John and Donna met while 
attending Sunday school and church and later were 
married in the church. Today their life is centered 
around service to each other, their families, their 
community, and humanity at large. 

by Donna Krupala 


KURE, DOUGLAS S. 


Douglas Stephen Kure and his wife, Linda Jan 
(Glynn) Kure moved to San Angelo in 1978 after 
Doug graduated from Texas A&M University with 
a degree in accounting. 


Doug worked for GTE Data Services, and is now 
in Accounting at GTE of the Southwest. 

Their sons, Daniel James and Andrew Thomas 
were born in December 1981 and October 1983, 
respectively. 

The Kures attend Hillcrest Baptist Church. Doug 
is an officer in the Gideons International, and Jan is 
a member of the auxiliary. They are members of the 
Concho Kennel Club and enjoy showing their 
Chinese dogs called “Shih Tzu.” 

by Mrs. Douglas Kure 


KUYKENDALL, GEORGE 
CLIFTON 


George Kuykendall Family 
Left to right: Janay, George, Kelly and Kenneth 


George Clifton Kuykendall was born June 15, 
1961 in Albuquerque, New Mexico. On September 
17, 1982, he married Kelly Rebecca Turnbo (born 
April 8, 1960 in Shannon Hospital San Angelo, 
Texas). They have two children: Kenneth Daniel 
Kuykendall born April 7, 1983 and Janay Kayla 
Kuykendall born October 1, 1986. 

George is the second son of Evelyn Manitgzas 
Kuykendall and William Ray Kuykendall. George 
attended kindergarten in Odessa, Texas, elementary 
schools in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Dallas, Texas, Denver, 
Colorado. He attended John H. Glenn Jr. High in 
San Angelo, Texas and graduated from Christoval 
High School, Christoval, Texas in 1979. While 
attending Christoval School he participated in 
football, basketball, track and golf. He attended 
McMurray College for two years and Angelo State 
University for two years. 

Kelly attended Christoval School, graduating in 
1978. While attending Christoval High School, Kelly 
participated in basketball, tennis, drill team, and 
University Literary Events: editorial writing, 
Regional Qualifier Junior and Senior Years, 
Shorthand Regional Qualifier Senior Year. Kelly 
was on the High School Annual Staff, a member of 
the Beta Club (Honor Society), Future Teachers of 
America and Who’s Who Among American High 
School Students. 

Kelly graduated from Angelo State University in 
1982 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology. 
While attending Angelo State University Kelly 
worked at Bank of the West as a teller. Kelly is a 
member of the Christoval United Methodist Church. 


Since their marriage, Kelly has been a homemaker 
and teaches a Sunday School Class (Christoval 
United Methodist Church). 

George has been employed by Hemphill-Wells 
1982, Trees Unlimited 1983, and since 1984 is self 
employed — Kuykendall Landscape and Property 
Maintenance. 

by George C. Kuykendall 


LACKEY, GERALD and 
VIRGINIA 


Gerald and Virginia (Myers) Lackey are native 
San Angeloans, as both were born there. Gerald was 
born 17 December, 1920 and Virginia 20 August, 
1922. Gerald’s father, Roy Lackey, was a sheep and 
Angora goat ranch man who was born in Sherwood, 
Irion County, Texas, in 1885. His mother was Vina 
Stinebaugh, who was born in Nevada, Texas in 1885. 
Her family came to San Angelo on the train in 1889 
and settled in Sherwood. Gerald completed high 
school in Del Rio and graduated from Texas A&M 
College with a civil engineering degree in 1947. 
After completing college, Gerald came to San 
Angelo to live and work. He worked for the Texas 
Highway Department until he retired in 1984. During 
World War II, he served in the U.S. Army in the 
European Theatre. 

Virginia always lived in San Angelo. She 
graduated from high school in San Angelo. After 
completing school, she worked in the San Angelo 
National Bank for ten years. Virginia and Gerald 
have two children, Jimmy Glynn, born in 1953, and 
Joy Lee, born in 1957. There is one grandson, 
Jeremy Glynn, born in 1985 in Beaumont. Jeremy’s 
mother is Sheilah (Smith) Lackey. 

On 4 September, 1948, Gerald and Virginia were 
married in the First Baptist Church. Dr. James B. 
Leavell officiated. The reception was held at 
Virginia’s grandparents’ house, the H.H. Myers. 

Virginia and Gerald met, fell in love, and married 
as a result of their association in the First Baptist 
Church. Their church has remained in the center 
of their lives. Virginia has been a Sunday School 
worker since her teen years and served on many 
church committees. Gerald, too, has been a Sunday 
School teacher, mission organization worker, 
deacon, and has served in many ways. 

Both have supported their community 
organizations, including the San Angelo Symphony, 
Fort Concho, historical organizations, and other 
civic clubs. 

Virginia’s parents were Willis Hugh Myers and 
Gertrude (Carper) Myers. Willis was a tire sales- 
man. They had three children: Virginia Mae, Dorothy 
Faye (who lived in South Carolina) and Arthur 
Hugh (who lives in Jacksonville, Florida). Willis 
died in 1945. Gertrude came from Sterling County. 
She was a telephone operator at Goodfellow Air 
Force Base until she retired at age 70. 

The first Lackey families came to the San Angelo 
area before the Ben Ficklin flood in 1882. The 
Myers’ family came about the turn of the century. 

by G. G. Lackey 


LACY, CLAUDE, SR. 


Claude Lacy was born May 21, 1915, in Milam 
County. He was the oldest son of Preston and Ida 
Lacy. Claude married Dessie McKinney, a daughter 
of Reverend and Mrs. Curry McKinney, on 
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Claude Lacy, Sr. and Family 

(Seated) Claude Lacy, Sr., Dessie Lacy. (Standing) 
Lto R: Bobby Lacy, Billie Lacy, Bonnie Lacy, Claude 
Lacy, Jr. and Jimmie Ruth Lacy. Not Pictured: John 


Edward Lacy 


Valentine’s Day in 1938. To this union were born 
six children, sons Claude, Jr., John Edward, and 
Bobby Dean; and daughters Jimmie Ruth, Bonnie 
Raye, and Billie Jean. Preceded in death by his 
wife, Dessie (November 11, 1918 - January 28, 
1985), Claude was a longtime laborer in San Angelo, 
working until he underwent open-heart surgery in 
1980. Dessie, a housewife for many years, did 
housework and later worked as a salesperson for the 
Fabric Mart. She died in 1985 after a brief illness. 
Dessie was a twin (sister Bessie), the daughter of a 
twin (mother Mina) and gave birth to twins 
(daughter Billie Jean and son Bobby Dean). 

The Lacys comprise one of the largest Black 
families in Tom Green County. 


by Bobby Lacy 


LACY, CLAUDE, JR. 


y 
Claude Lacy, Jr. and Family 

Left to right, Claude Lacy, Jr. Willie Pearl Lacy, 
Susan Ann Lacy, Sharon Marie Lacy and Cassandra 
Denise Lacy 


Claude Lacy, Jr. was born November 12, 1939 in 
Milam County. He married Willie Pearl Sanchez, 
daughter of Silas and Luvinia Sanchez, on April 15, 
1960. To this union were born three daughters: 
Sharon Marie, Susan Ann, and Cassandra Denise. 

The oldest son of Claude and Dessie Lacy, Claude 
Lacy, Jr. was a graduate of Central High School and 
Angelo State College. He worked for the San Angelo 
Standard Times, the State Comptroller’s office, and 
the San Angelo State School. Willie Pearl, a grad- 
uate of Central High, was a longtime employee of 
Ethicon Industries, Inc. 

Claude Lacy, Jr. was a member of the first 
graduating class during the integration of the San 
Angelo Public Schools. Active in the community, 
Claude, Jr. has held various positions in different 
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civic organizations, including president of the North 
Side Lions Club. 
by Bobby Lacy 


LACY, PRESTON LEE 


a —" > 
Standing (L to R): Ocie, Josephine, Earnestine, 
George, Willie Jean, Claude. Sitting (L to R): Edward 
and Harry 


Preston Lee Lacy was born February 27, 1890 in 
Bastrop County in Texas. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Lacy. 

Preston moved to Tom Green County in 1939, 
along with his wife, Ida Covington Lacy (daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. M.L. Covington) and nine children. 
These were sons Claude, Harry, George, Ocie, and 
Edward and daughters Alma, Earnestine, Josephine, 
and Willie Jean. 


Standing (L to R): Preston, Ocie, Claude. Kneeling 
(L to R): Harry and Edward 


Preston was a longtime employee of San Angelo 
Federal Savings and Loan Association. Preceded in 
death by his wife, Preston lived alone for many years, 
caring for himself — even driving — until age 94 when 
he was stricken with illness. 

Preston was one of the real pioneers of the Concho 
Valley. At the time of this written essay, Preston was 
believed to be one of the oldest, if not the oldest Black 
man in San Angelo. Representing the head of five 
generations, Preston’s offspring number well over 
100 persons. 


by Bobby D. Lacy 
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LANDERS, WELDON O. and 
MILDRED (HAYNES) 


Weldon O. Landers was born in Midland on May 
27, 1909, where his father had gone to ranch. They 
had moved there from their ranch called Camp Creek 
Ranch at Bono, west of Cleburne. The family lived 
on the Midland place and at their home in town there 
until after Weldon was born. They sold their home 
and part of the ranch to their son-in-law, Claude 
Hearrell, and returned to the Camp Creek Ranch. 
Weldon was the son of John Brooks Landers and 
Hortense Rogers Landers. John B. Landers was born 
in Alabama in 1858 and died in Menard, December 
29, 1927. Hortense Rogers was born in Waco on 
June 17, 1869, and died in Menard January 17, 1935. 

The father of John B. Landers was Jesse A. 
Landers, who was born in 1828 in Atlanta, Georgia, 
and his mother was Luranah Smyth who was born 
in 1825. They both died in Grandview,Texas, in 
1912. Weldon’s great-grandparents were William 
Landers, born in 1791 and died in 1833 in Atlanta, 
Georgia; and Stacy Brooks Landers, who was born 
in 1794 and died in 1880 in Alabama. 

Weldon was the youngest of two sisters and five 
brothers. His sisters were Ama Lurana (Mrs. Claude 
Hearrell), and Hassie (Mrs. Pat Murphy), both of 
San Angelo. His brothers were Grover (of Junction), 
J.D. (of San Saba), Jesse (of San Angelo), Roger Q. 
and Tillman (both of Menard). Weldon started 
school in the fall of 1917 at Bono. He moved to 
Corpus Christi in the summer of 1918 and to Menard 
in June of 1921. Their ranch was located north of 
the San Saba River, a mile or so from Ft. McKavett 
and 20 miles west of Menard. They lived in Menard 
during the school term and worked on the ranch on 
weekends and in the summer. They roped goats and 
played polo as pastimes in the summers. Weldon 
played football in Menard during 1925 and 1926 at 
Menard High School, later finishing high school at 
Howard Payne Academy in Brownwood, which he 
attended in 1927 and 1928. From there, he went to 
Texas A&M in 1929. 

The Depression of the 1930’s was bad, and the 
ranch business was rough; so Weldon decided to try 
the auto parts business. In January, 1937, he went 
into partnership with a brother, Jesse C. Landers and 
a brother-in-law, Pat (F.P.) Murphy. Today it is 
“Landers” auto parts. When Weldon joined the U.S. 
Army in 1942, he sold his part of the store. 

Weldon had bought 1 1/4 acres at 121 East 39th 
Street in 1947. He married Mildred Haynes, a 
registered nurse, February 10, 1949, and they lived 
in a small house on the back of the land. After a few 
years, he built a larger house on the front part of the 
lot, but just as he was finishing the final touches, the 
tornado of 1953 got it all. So they built another on 
that spot and have lived in it since. Mildred was in 
the nursing profession for many, many years, but 
they both have retired and loved to camp-out and 
fish and hunt. They maintained a fishing camp on 
the San Saba River near Menard on the Bill and Jean 
Wright place until Weldon’s death on December 31, 
1985. Mildred still lives at their place on 39th and 
visits with relatives and friends. She sometimes 
returns to East Texas to see her family, but always 
returns to San Angelo, which is home. 

When Weldon got out of the Air Force in 1945, 
he joined the American Legion Post #32, San Angelo. 
He served as Housing Chairman and Finance 
Officer for 20 years. In 1980-1981 he had the honor 
of being the commander of Post #32. 

by Litane (Landers) Kothmann 


LANDON, GLADYS (MILLER) 


Stan & Gladys Miller Landon 


Gladys Pearl Miller was born in 1894. She was 
the seventh child of Nancy Della Bond Miller and 
Edward Miller. 

As a little girl Gladys and her sisters wore white 
dresses adorned with lace, buttons and bows. Their 
mother washed the dresses by hand and ironed them. 
They only wore them on Sundays and special 
occasions. 

Gladys’ brother Tom rode a sled that was pulled 
behind a donkey to church. It was about two miles 
from their home at Millersview. One day Gladys and 
her sister Cecile asked Tom if they could ride the 
sled home. 

Tom said, “You'll have to ask Mama if you can. 
T’ll tell you one thing, that donkey’s not going to 
stop. He’s going to go across the prairie, and I can’t 
hold it. You’re liable to fall off.” 

With Mama’s permission we sat down on that sled 
with Tom, ready for fun. The first bump he hit, both 
of us went tumbling off into the dirt in our best 
dresses. Papa and Mama drove along in the hack 
and picked us up. Tom couldn’t stop the donkey and 
it ran all the way home. 

Every day Tom rode a donkey to school. One day 
he said, “There’s no use in you girls walking. ’'m 
going to fix you up.” He put Gladys up on a side 
saddle on the donkey, and Cecile climbed on behind 
her. They staked the donkeys out to feed all day 
while they were in school. After school the girls hung 
their metal lunch bucket on a hook on the side of the 
saddle. There was a cup and a spoon rattling around 
inside the bucket. They started on their way home, 
but the racket spooked the donkey and he started 
running. Cecile yelled to Tom, “Do you want us to 
fall off?’’ He said, “Why sure fall off.’ So the girls 
slid off. 

Bill and Jim Martin saw what happened; Bill was 
Cecile’s boyfriend. He said, “I tell you if that donkey 
hurt her, boy is he going to get it.” The girls were 
delighted with his chivalry. Tom caught the donkey 
and rattled the bucket in his ear all the way home. 

Gladys and Cecile went for a year to a boarding 
school, and then finished school at Burns private 
school, upstairs at the Central National Bank 
Building in San Angelo. 

Gladys married Stanley (Stan) James Landon in 
1921. Stan ran a dynamite business in San Angelo 
and had a warehouse just outside the city limits on 
the Arden Road. Stan helped build the Lone Wolf 
Bridge in San Angelo. They had three children; 
Kenneth Miller Landon, Charles A. Landon and 
Ramona Landon Rognaldson. 

by Angelo R. Case 


LANE, JAMES EVERETT and 
BILLIE (MCDONALD) 


* 
James Everett Lane Family 
40th Anniversary of James and Billie (McDonald) 
Lane. L to R, Back row: Bill, Bob, Jim, and Judy 
(Banks) Lane. Seated: parents, James and Billie 
(McDonald) Lane 


James (Jimmie) Everett Lane was born April 21, 
1929 in Mills County, Texas, to Lennon Everett and 
Dahlia (Reid) Lane. On March 24, 1945, Jimmie and 
Billie Faye McDonald were married in San Angelo. 
Billie Faye was born November 25, 1926 in 
Ballinger, Texas, to Charles Robert and Pearl 
(Springer) McDonald. 

Jimmie and Billie Faye have four children: Judith 
Karen, born March 22, 1947 in San Angelo; James 
Everett, Jr., born April 25, 1954 in Midland; Robert 
Lennon, born August 14, 1958 in Sweetwater; and 
William Patrick, born January 2, 1964 in Sweetwater. 


Growing up in San Angelo was a very happy and 
special time in Billie Faye’s life. The McDonald 
family lived at 1818 Sterling Street (later renamed 
Fillmore), Del Mar Addition. Angelo State Univer- 
sity and apartments now occupy that area. 

With her best friends, Virgie Lou Russell (Cox) 
and Ada B. McKay (Fleming), Billie loved walking 
over to Ben Ficklin Dam for a picnic and swimming. 
Walking was a way of life then and it didn’t seem 
any distance. They would walk to town from Avenue 
N and Sterling Street to save a nickel bus fare. After 


James and Billie Lane, 1945 


all, that nickel would buy lots of goodies at the show, 
or pay half of a show ticket, which was ten cents in 
the 1940s. 

Billie Faye’s first “real” job was working at the 
F.W. Woolworth store at 119 South Chadbourne 
Street. She was paid $12.00 per week, which was 
top money for a young clerk in those days. While 
attending San Angelo High School, Billie Faye 
remembers her classmates were going into military 
service as soon as they were old enough. The war 
years of the 1940s were really frightening. Every 
day, there was news of more area soldiers and sailors 
being killed or missing in action. She wondered if it 
would ever end. 

Billie Faye graduated from San Angelo High 
School in 1944. She met Jimmie Lane while he was 
working at Slim Starling’s Octane Service Station, 
on Beauregard at Van Buren Street (1945). Jimmie 
later worked at the Texas Theater. Billie Faye began 
working directly across the street from the theater at 
the Wallace Studio Lab at 28 West Twohig. 

In 1946, Slim Starling built the first drive-in 
theater in West Texas. The Twilight Theater was 
located at the corner of Highway 87 South and the 
old Christoval Road. Jimmie Lane worked for 
Starling in the construction of the theater. 

The Lane family made their home in San Angelo 
until 1951, when they moved to Midland. Later they 
relocated to Sweetwater, which has been their home 
ever since. 

by Billie (McDonald) Lane 


LANE, LENNON EVERETT 


Lennon and Dahlia Lane 


Lennon Everett Lane was born at Noxville, 
Kimble County, Texas, on May 13, 1893. His parents 
were John Baptist Lane, born June 7, 1841, in Green 
County, Arkansas, and Louisa (Linney) Lane, born 
May 20, 1856, in the Chickasaw Nation, Indian 
Territory of Oklahoma. John Lane was a famous 
fiddle player in early Texas history. He played in 
hundreds of fiddle contests in his lifetime, never 
losing one. In 1928, he played in his last fiddle 
contest in San Angelo at the age of 86, winning 
first place as usual. John and Louisa had seven 
children, with many of their descendants now living 
in the San Angelo area. 

Lennon entered military service in September of 
1917 from Brady and served in France during World 
War I. He returned home on May 31, 1919, with his 
fellow victorious “doughboys.”’ 


Lennon and Dahlia (Reid) Lane had five sons; 
Eldred Burl Lane (1921), Herbert Bowie Lane 
(1924), James Everett Lane (1929), Rhesa LaVon 
Lane (1933), and Lealon Francis Lane (1938). 


—_— Td. 
John Baptist Lane with fiddle; His son, Lennon Lane 
with banjo. Louisa Linney Lane, wife of John and 
mother of Lennon standing behind 


Lennon played for old-time country dances 
throughout Central and West Texas with his father 
and brothers. He was also a farmer throughout his 
life. 

In 1943, the Lane family moved from Brady to 
Tankersley, to farm on the Whittaker place. A few 
years later, the family moved to San Angelo, where 
Lennon and Dahlia ran a cafe on South Chadbourne. 
They next moved to Mertzon, where they bought 
and ran the City Cafe there. A few years later, they 
moved to Christoval, and bought the City Cafe there. 

In 1950, the Lanes moved back to San Angelo, 
and lived at the Fort Concho Apartments, an 
apartment complex constructed from one of the old 
fort’s barracks. While living in San Angelo, Dahlia 
was a seamstress for the public, practicing the trade 
her mother had taught her as a small child. Dahlia 
has made numerous patterned quilts and other 
garments over her 84 years. She once remarked, “Up 
until a few years ago, I never wore any store 
clothing. Always made my own clothes.” Dahlia also 
worked at Madye’s in San Angelo, a company that 
specialized in satin bedroom slippers. 

The Lane family left San Angelo in 1951, moving 
back to Brady, and later Goldthwaite, where Lennon 
lived out the rest of his life, passing away on August 
25, 1977. Dahlia is presently living in Goldthwaite, 
still sewing for her family as a hobby. 

While living in San Angelo, Lennon and Dahlia’s 
third son, James Everett Lane, married Billie Faye 
McDonald on March 24, 1945. She was the daughter 
of Charles and Texas Pearl (Springer) McDonald. 

My name is William Patrick Lane, and I am the 
youngest child of James and Billie Lane. 

by William Patrick Lane 


LANE, RHESA LAVON 


Rhesa LaVon “Bob” Lane was born April 25, 
1933, in Goldthwaite. He was the fourth son of 
Lennon Everett and Dahlia Lucille (Reid) Lane. He 
moved to San Angelo from Brady with his parents 
in 1943. He attended schools in San Angelo and 
Christoval. 

The Korean War had begun in 1950 and Bob Lane 
joined the Seabees, a branch of the Navy, in 1951. 
He was stationed in the Philippines during the war. 
He once recalled that his biggest fear was not the 
North Koreans, but the Japanese fighters hiding in 
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L to R: Eldred, Bowie, James, LaVon and Lealon 
(brothers). Parents in front: Lennon and Dahlia 
(Reid) Lane 


the jungle who had not learned that World War II 
had ended. 

He married Judith Kay Carlin February 24, 1954, 
in California. They had two daughters, Diane Lucille 
Lane (Wade), born May 4, 1955, at Brady; and Susan 
Kay Lane (Jowers) born August 27, 1956, in Odessa. 

Bob worked in the oil fields in West Texas until 
1957, when he went into refrigeration repair business 
in Odessa and later in Sweetwater. 

Bob died February 22, 1979, at Sweetwater. He 
was buried in the Lane family plot in Goldthwaite 
Cemetery, in Goldthwaite. 

by Billie (McDonald) Lane 


LANE, WILLIAM PATRICK 


Bill and Robin (Mason) Lane 


William Patrick (Bill) Lane was born at 
Sweetwater, January 2, 1964. My parents were 
James Everett Lane, born April 21, 1929 near 
Goldthwaite, and Billie Faye (McDonald) Lane, 
born November 25, 1926 at Ballinger. My parents 
met, courted, and married in San Angelo on March 
24, 1945. 

My mother grew up in San Angelo, and her entire 
family has lived there most of their lives. In August, 
1982, I decided to attend Angelo State University 
in San Angelo. On March 12, 1983, I married Robin 
Beth (Mason) Lane, who was also born in 
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Sweetwater on September 10, 1962. Her parents are 
Ronnie Marvin Mason, born May 22, 1938, at 
Hobbs, New Mexico, and Vernie Dell (Jackson) 
Mason, born December 9, 1941, at Sweetwater. 

Robin worked for the law firm of Griffis, Griffis, 
Whiteside and Woodward as a legal secretary in San 
Angelo. While attending college, I did historical 
research for ASU history professor Dr. Arnoldo 
DeLeon, for his book San Angelenos: The Mexican 
Americans in San Angelo, Texas. 

Early college life was very exciting for Robin and 
me. Angelo State University provides a small town 
kid a special atmosphere of learning unlike the larger 
universities. Also, the college night life, such as 
country dancing at Wranglers, provides great 
memories of the enjoyable West Texas atmosphere 
that only San Angelo can offer. Our first home in 
San Angelo was in the Jackson Apartments on Rio 
Grande Street, and holds a special place in our hearts 
that only a first home can. 

While attending ASU, I finished writing and 
published my book on the Lane family genealogy, 
entitled Our Heritage: Descendants of John Baptist 
Lane. It is a historical account of my family as early 
pioneers of Texas from 1840 to 1985. The central 
character of the book was the famous Texas country 
fiddler, John B. Lane, whose youngest son, Lennon 
Everett Lane, was my grandfather, and the first Lane 
family member to live in San Angelo. Lennon moved 
there in the 1940’s as a cotton farmer and restaurant 
owner. 

My mother’s family holds the annual McDonald 
Reunion in San Angelo, which has become a 
tradition. No matter how busy we all are, the family 
tries to gather for fun and games in early August of 
each year for a few days. 

In 1984, Robin and I moved from San Angelo to 
attend school at Texas Tech University in Lubbock. 
After I graduated from Tech in May, 1986, we left 
for Austin where I am presently attending the 
University of Texas School of Law. Someday, Robin 
and I hope to move back to West Texas, possibly 
San Angelo, for it holds warm memories for us. 

by Bill Lane 


LANKFORD, JAMES EDWARD 
and ILENE EVELYN 
(CORNELISON) 


James “Jimmie” Lankford was the first born of 
Effie Henderson and J.D. “Dan’’ Lankford. He was 
born September 4, 1908 in Zephyr, Texas. The family 
moved to Menard where Jimmie grew up and 
finished school. He became a clerk at the Naylor 
Hotel and met Ilene Cornelison. Ilene was a daughter 
of Jean and Vivian Friebele Cornelison. She was 
born August 27, 1913 in San Angelo. She graduated 
from San Angelo High in 1931, where she was 
elected Senior Favorite Girl. She also attended San 
Angelo College and San Angelo Business College. 

Ilene and Jimmie were married November 23, 
1935. They lived in Junction where Jimmie was the 
manager of the Kimble Courts where he planted 
pecan trees, which are now beautiful large trees. 
Their first daughter, Bette Jonette “Bitsy,” was born 
January 21,1937. Shortly thereafter they moved to 
Coleman. World War II sent Jimmie to the Navy 
and Ilene and Bitsy to San Angelo. After the war, 
Jimmie went to work for Monarch Tile and, as vice- 
president helped build the San Angelo plant. A 
second daughter, Phyllis Ann, was born April 12, 
1947. 


A 


James E. “Jimmie” Lankford 


Ilene and Jimmie were both active in the First 
Baptist Church where he was a deacon. He also was 
a Master Mason, a Shriner and a member of the 
Lions Club. 

In 1956, the family moved to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. On April 17, 1959, Jimmie suffered a fatal 
heart attack. After Bitsy was married in May to 
Lowell Stanley and had moved to his home in 
Virginia, Ilene and Phyllis returned to San Angelo, 
family and friends. Hene worked for Horton, Yaggy, 
and Kenley and eventually worked at GAFB as a 
data processor until her retirement. Since retiring, 
she stays busy at the First Baptist Church as an 
auxiliary member at Baptist Memorials. She is also 
an active china painter and a loving mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother. 


Bitsy and Lowell live on their farm in Laurel Fork, 
Virginia, and have four children: Annetta Jean, 
Karen Kay, James “Jamey” Conner, and Tracy Ilene. 
Tracy presented Ilene with a great-grandson, Conner 
Alexander Sharpe, on October 23, 1986. 

Phyllis married Stanton Chapman and lives in 
Hobbs, New Mexico. They have two children: Edgar 
Kyle and Courtney Lynn. Stanton is an engineer for 
Chevron and she teaches math at a local junior high. 

by Phyllis Chapman 


LAPP, JOHN RICHARD 


Standing back row: Will Lapp, John Lapp, Richard 
Lapp. Standing second row: Lena Lapp Jacoby, Karl 
Lapp, Emil Lapp. Front row: Rosa Lapp Jesse, 
Father John Richard Lapp, Mother Elizabeth Schad 
Lapp holding Elizabeth Lapp (baby) 


John Richard Lapp, son of Sebastian Lapp and 
Elizabeth Baumgart Lapp, fifth of seven children, 
was born October 10, 1864, in Kitzingen, Bavaria. 
He died June 30, 1951, at Eden, Texas. He 
immigrated to America via New York, March 1, 
1888, on the ship Westerland. He arrived at McGirk, 
Hamilton County, Texas, March 8, 1888. 

Elizabeth Anna Schad, daughter of Linhand Schad 
and Oplonia Karn, one of three children, was born 
September 12, 1866; lived in Parisenstadt; died July 
6, 1940, at Eden. She also immigrated to America 
via New York March 1, 1888, on the Westerland, 
but stayed in Chicago three months before coming 
to Texas. John and Elizabeth were married at 
Hamilton County Court House about June, 1888. 

The couple lived in Hamilton County twelve years, 
engaged in various farming activities. They came to 
San Angelo in 1900 and gardened on the Metcalfe 
farm on the Concho River. Market conditions were 
not favorable; the town was too small and most 
people had their own gardens. The family endured 
hailstorms, grasshoppers, a fire that burned their 
house completely to the ground, and the 1906 flood. 
After each calamity, the Lapps planned a new start 
and Metcalfe backed them. After the flood, John 
worked the hard ground with a pulverizer and 
produced a successful fall garden. 

In 1908, the Lapps moved to Live Oak 
Community near Eden. They picked cotton the first 
year. In 1919, with the help of one son, they 
purchased their own farm. 

John and Elizabeth, along with their immediate 
family, were charter members of the Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Missouri Synod. The first church services 
were held in the Lapp School House in 1916 and 
continued there during part of 1917, when services 
were moved to Eden. In 1926, the Lapps moved to 
Eden to retire. 

Ten children were born to John and Elizabeth 
Lapp. John R., Jr., gave his life in WWI in France. 
To quote from the 50-year history of ministry of Rev. 
Ludwig Karcher: “One of the largest gatherings 


perhaps in history of Eden itself took place on July 
31, 1921. A large funeral took place which was 
attended by 2,000 people. The WWI veteran, John 
R. Lapp, Jr., who was wounded and died in France, 
was laid to rest in the Eden Cemetery with Lutheran 
burial rites.”” American Legion Post #47 was named 
in honor of John R. Lapp, Jr. 

Will married Nell Kruse. Twins, Earnest and Eric, 
died in their first year of life. Richard married Bonnie 
Keese. Lena married Walter Jacoby. Karl married 
Grace Savage. Emil married Mattie Schulz. Rosa 
married Richard Jesse. Elizabeth died at the age of 
24 of appendicitis. 

by Mrs. Margaret Loveless 


LASATER, THOMAS MARTIN 


Thomas Martin Lasater was born July 11, 1874, 
in Wood County, Texas. He was next to the youngest 
of 23 children sired by Mathew Merriman Lasater, 
who was born about 1810 in North Carolina. 
Thomas’ mother was Mathew’s third wife, Nancy 
Riddle, born August 10, 1844, in Mississippi. Nancy 
was the daughter of Jonathan M. Riddle and Jane 
Stephens. Lasaters and Riddles came to the United 
States in early 1600’s. Both families had Revolu- 
tionary and Civil War soldiers and have long histories 
of serving their country and fighting for their beliefs. 

Thomas, along with his youngest brother, Henry 
Carl, moved to Tom Green County in the early 
1890’s. Thomas married Lilly Mae Farris, Dec- 
ember 26, 1893. They set up housekeeping on a farm 
near Arden. Lilly Mae was born March 16, 1876 in 
Coryell County. She was the daughter of Burton 
Farris, born January 8, 1848, in Kaufman County. 
We don’t know the surname of Annie Farris, mother 
of Lilly Mae. Annie was born February 2, 1845, in 
Mississippi. 

Thomas and Lilly lived a full productive life on 
the farm. Holidays spent on the farm are some of 
my best memories. We had giant Easter egg hunts, 
with prizes for the biggest and most eggs. Grandpa 
had nicknames for all the grandchildren, Stinkfoot, 
Goober, etc. When he called me granddaughter, I 
thought it was a nickname, so I called him grand- 
daughter back, and from that day called him grand- 
daughter until he passed away March 19, 1947. 
Thomas and Lilly sold the farm and moved to San 
Angelo in the late 1930’s. Lilly passed away March 
24, 1939. They, along with babies that died young, 
are buried near her mother and father in the old 
Midway Cemetery outside San Angelo. 

Thomas and Lilly had ten children, but only five 
grew to adulthood. One boy and four girls died in 
infancy. Tennie Leona was born November 30, 1895; 
died in 1931. She married George Cox and had six 
children. Nora Lee, born June 11, 1898; died in 1947; 
married Grady O’ Neal; five children. Georgia Lorat, 
born September 4, 1899; died in 1960’s; married 
John Trammel; one child. Robert E. Lee, born March 
14, 1902; died 1950’s; married Ruby Cahill; two 
children. Tommie Green, born July 23, 1909; married 
William Bunyan Pittman; 2children. Tommie was 
my mother. 

The Farris family, which my grandmother Lilly 
descended from, were tough pioneer stock that came 
to Texas early. The first Farris brothers came to Texas 
to avenge the death of their good friend, Davy 
Crockett, but arrived after the battle of San Jacinto. 
They liked the land they saw; so they went home, 
got their families, and headed back to Texas. 

by Patsy J. Lenard 


LAWSON, KATHRYN ELLA 
(MCDONALD) 


Thomas P. Lawson and Kathryn Ella Lawson 


Kathryn Ella (McDonald) Lawson was born May 
27, 1960, in San Angelo, Texas. She was the second 
child born to James Patrick and Ruby (Rose) 
McDonald. 

Kathy grew up in San Angelo with her older 
brother, Stephen Patrick and younger sister, Kiva 
DeAun. She attended San Angelo public schools 
and graduated from San Angelo Central High school 
in May of 1978 with honors from the National Honor 
Society. 

Her working career includes fond memories, as a 
teenager, of working with Roy and Hazel Neff at 
Neff’s Amusement Park. She also worked for Jeff 
Miller with the San Angelo Independent School 
District while attending Central High School. She 
was the stand-by tractor driver for her dad when he 
was cutting and baling hay. 

Kathy attended Angelo State University for four 
years. During her attendance at Angelo State, she 
minored in German. With the support of Dr. Otto 
Tetzlaff, she was recruited as a counselor at a German 
speaking summer camp in Fort Davis in 1980. She 
graduated cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting in May of 1982. 

In October of 1983, Kathy moved to Fort Worth 
to work for the Internal Revenue Service as a field 
auditor. She was employed in this position until 
January of 1985, at which time, she accepted a 
position with Livesay-Rowell Associates, P.C., a 
certified public accounting firm in Arlington. She is 
employed in this capacity at the present time. 

In October of 1985, at a friend’s birthday party, 
Kathy met her future husband, Thomas P. Lawson. 
Tom was originally from California, but after leaving 
the Air Force in 1980, he decided to live in Texas. 
They were married on September 27, 1986, at high 
noon on the beautiful windy shores of Lake 
Nasworthy, outside the Nasworthy Boat Club in San 
Angelo. Tom’s family comments of “You sure do 
celebrate weddings big in Texas” was accurate. Over 
400 were served bar-b-que with all the trimmings. 
While the band played and the wedding march was 
executed, the Californian-in-laws were initiated into 
the delightful customs of our area. 
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Kathy passed her certified public accounting exam 
in November of 1986 and was presented her 
certificate in May of 1987 in Austin. She has dreams 
of returning to San Angelo to open her own public 
accounting firm. 

by Pat McDonald 


LEBARIO, LUIS and ELENA 
(VILLAREAL) 


Born at Knickerbocker, Luis is one of four children 
to the union of Pablo Lebario and Juanita Flores. 
Juanita’s mother died after her birth and she was 
raised by her godmother, Alvina Alarcon Flores. 

Luis married Elena Villareal, daughter of Epitacio 
and Mercedes (Jaques) Villareal. She is a grand- 
daughter of Onesimo and Salomi Jaques. 

One of the couple’s sons died and is buried at 
Knickerbocker. The other son, Armando, was raised 
at Mertzon, where the family lived many years. 
After Armando graduated from Irion County High 
School, he bought property in San Angelo, where he 
was employed by M.L. Leddy Western Boot and 
Saddlery store. 

His parents moved back to Knickerbocker, and 
Armando decided to build a house in the old Villareal 
home place, where the family resides now. 

The family is active in attending Immaculate 
Conception Church. 

by Rose M. Duke 


LEDDY, M.L. 


Martin Luther (M.L.) Leddy probably didn’t know 
it at the time, but he founded more than just a family, 
he founded a Texas Institution - M.L. Leddy & Sons 
(now M.L. Leddy’s Boot and Saddlery). 

Born in April, 1896, M.L. was the oldest of 12 
children of Martin Anderson and Mollie Josephine 
Clegg Leddy. He married Mable Beatrice Williams 
on December 12, 1916, and they had two sons, Dale 
and Hollis, and a daughter Joyce. The family moved 
to San Angelo in 1936. 

MLL. started out to be a cotton farmer near Brady, 
but after spending $45 to produce his first bale of 
cotton and selling it at a $5 loss, he left the rest of 
the crop in the field and went searching for a new 
venture. In 1922 he bought an old shoe repair shop 
in the back of a saddle shop in Brady for $25 and 
began his lifelong association with leather goods. 

Soon M.L. bought the saddle shop and began to 
produce boots and saddles himself. He later owned 
a bakery and market in Brady, spent some time in 
the tire business and worked with his brother-in-law 
in the produce business. For four years, the family 
lived in Menard where M.L. also owned a small 
leather shop. When he decided to consolidate his 
operations, he moved his family to San Angelo and 
bought J.L. Mercer Boot Shop. During the depth of 
the Great Depression, he bought out several failing 
shoe shops in the West Texas area and began to 
work with brothers Frank, Wilson, Albert, Clifford, 
and O.C. As the brothers decided to move to other 
places, M.L.’s sons and son-in-law, Jim Franklin, 
came into the business and M.L. Leddy & Sons 
began. 

At least two generations of cowboys knew M.L. 
Leddy as the person who would let them buy ropes, 
saddles, and boots on the installment plan. 

Besides being a successful businessman, M.L. 
Leddy was active in his church and civic organi- 
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zations. In Brady, he was a member of the municipal 
band and chorus and was a volunteer fireman. He 
was a member of the Masonic Lodge and was 
Potentate of Suez Temple Shrine in 1954. During 
the early 1950’s, he served as San Angelo City 
Commissioner, having been elected in a landslide 
vote. 

In his leisure time, he was a pilot and loved hunting 
and fishing. 

MLL. turned the business over to sons, Dale and 
Hollis, and son-in-law, Jim Franklin. As part of a 
family tradition, Franklin’s sons, Rusty and Wilson, 
began working in the store as soon as they were tall 
enough to dust the lowest shelf. Dale and Hollis 
Leddy are now retired and live in San Angelo. Jim 
Franklin died in 1984. Today, M.L. Leddy’s is owned 
by his daughter, Joyce Franklin and her son, Wilson. 

MLL. Leddy died in 1957 and Mrs. Leddy in 1984. 


LEE, JOHN P. 


John P. Lee 
1875-1952 


Sarah Allen Lee 
1878-1943 


Philip C. Lee came from Philadelphia to San 
Angelo and established the Lee Ranch in 1879. He 
was followed shortly by his wife and they had ten 
children. 

Philip died in 1890 when a horse fell on him. 
Therefore, his eldest son, John P. Lee, fourteen years 
young, took on a man’s responsibility. 


At that time the ranch began at what is now the 
Municipal Airport and extended beyond Tankersley 
- approximately 250 sections. Tankersley is where 
the Lee Ranch stands today and has been since 
shortly after a fire which burned the former “fire- 
proof” home in 1920. 

One day while John was riding, his horse fell on 
him. He was near Spring Creek where a trapper lived 
in a dugout and this is where John spent the night. 
He awoke when his host assured him all was fine; 
“Lady,” a panther, shared his dugout. 

John P. Lee (1875-1952) married Sarah Allen 
(1878-1943) in 1905. They had six children - Mary 
Meador, Louise Allen, John, Jr., Philip Ben, William 
Edward and Helen. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Lee were quite the entertainers 
and even had a dance hall on the ranch. He was active 
in the Holy Name Society -the first Catholic Mass 
was given in their home. He helped organize and 
was president of San Angelo Livestock Show and 
an executive of the Ft. Worth Stock Show. He also 
participated in the State Fair Stock Show. 

Sarah was active in the 20th Century Club, which 
John’s mother helped start. She was known for her 
many charitable deeds - if a helping hand was 
needed, Sarah was there. She would often take an 
unfortunate into her gracious home. Yet never a word 
about her deeds - she was indeed a true lady. 

Mary Meador (1905-1986) married “Cotton” 
Meitzen, a geophysicist and had two children, 
Louise and Jo; four grandchildren and three great- 
grandchildren. Her husband’s profession kept her 
busy in the social/entertainment world. 

Louise Allen (1907-1971) carried on the 20th 
Century Club activities and was quite the polo player. 

John, Jr. (1909-1925) had an unfortunate football 
accident and died at the young age of sixteen. 

Philip Ben (1910-1987) and William E. (1913) 
continued the family’s ranching and have been 
known for their fine registered Hereford stock and 
Thoroughbreds. They both carried the tradition of 
activities in the Holy Name Society and in the Fat 
Stock Show/Rodeo, among many other civic and 
social activities. 

Helen (1917) married Thomas Collins, an Air 
Force officer. She is an active member in the 20th 
Century Club and active in many charitable 
organizations. They have four children, Tom, Joe, 
Sally and Mary and seven grandchildren. 

by Paula Guy 


LEE, PHILIP CASSERLE 
and MARY E. 


The San Angelo Weekly Standard of October 18, 
1890, said in part: “A hurried message was brought 
to the city on Wednesday afternoon for a physician, 
and it was soon learned that Philip C. Lee, while 
rounding up his pasture on Main Concho 18 miles 
west of this city, had been thrown from his horse 
and seriously injured. Dr. Smith and Mrs. Lee 
immediately left for the ranch where Mr. Lee was 
found lying unconscious. He was brought to the city 
as carefully as possible on Wednesday evening but 
never recovered. He died on Thursday night about 
12 o’clock without recovering consciousness. The 
accident was caused by his horse running over a cow 
and falling, Mr. Lee being thrown violently, striking 
on his head, sustaining severe concussion of the 
brain. Drs. Smith and Perrin, after careful examin- 
ation, could find no fracture or dislocation. There 
was not the slightest favorable symptom from the 


moment the accident happened, and no hope that he 
could recover was entertained. 

“Everything connected with his untimely death 
contributes to make it one of the most painful and 
tragic in the history of the city. He had determined, 
at the solicitation of his wife, to give up ranch life 
with its dangers and unavoidable absence from his 
family, and concentrate his interests in the city. But 
alas! man proposes and God disposes. 

“Philip C. Lee was a man among ten thousand. At 
once frank, candid and outspoken, he had the cour- 
age of his convictions. With all his wholesome 
contempt for deceit, and with all his rugged frank- 
ness, he had the tender and sympathetic heart of a 
woman. No friend of his ever had a grief he did not 
share, and no needy brother man ever went to him 
and asked in vain for help. 

“He had a singularly clear business head, shown 
in the successful management of his large interests, 
and during his two terms as county commissioner. 
His keen Irish wit went to the root of every question. 
What the loss of such a loving unselfish husband 
and father as he was must mean to the widow and 
nine children falls short of expression. Peace to his 
ashes. The funeral takes place this morning from the 
Catholic Church.” 

Philip Casserle Lee was born February 2, 1836, 
in County Cavan, Ireland. (This is one of the counties 
in the original province of Ulster, but not one of the 
counties making up present-day Northern Ireland). 
His father was John Lee; his mother, Eleanor 
Casserle, said to be Canadian, died in his infancy. 
He was the only child of his father’s first marriage. 
John Lee, the elder, married three times. His second 
wife was Margaret Jackson, mother of William H. 
Lee and other children. His third wife was Alice 
Collins, who had a child Kathleen, later Mrs. 
Diamond of Bronxville, N.Y. 

Philip Lee’s grandmother, Mrs. Casserle, cared 
for him in Ireland when his father emigrated to 
America to go to work in railroad construction in 
Pennsylvania. At age 11 he was thought able to make 
the ocean voyage by steerage to join his father. In 
his late teens he went to sea, worked in Australia, 
and did some mining and merchandising in Montana. 
He started for California during the “excitement” 
but stopped in Washington territory where he went 
into a mercantile business. When his partner fleeced 
him, he sold out and went back to Pennsylvania to 
join his father in railroad construction. Among other 
contracts, they worked on the Lehigh and 
Philadelphia and Reading roads, built a bridge over 
the Schuylkill River and according to the San Angelo 
Standard “amassed considerable wealth.” 

About 1875 Philip Lee was injured in the fall of a 
derrick on a construction project in Philadelphia. Dr. 
Weir Mitchell advised him to seek a warmer climate. 
Lee went to Fort Worth and arrived in San Antonio 
in 1878. With L.B. Harris he drove a herd of cattle 
through to the Fort Concho area, including 700 
head of Longhorns of his own, for which he had paid 
$7.00 a head. 

When they stopped at the Nimitz Hotel in 
Fredericksburg, Mr. Nimitz offered Philip Lee the 
room in which Robert E. Lee had slept. Since he 
was not related to the immortal general, he concluded 
to sleep in another room on his own pallet. Lee set 
up camp at Twin Mountain farm. Indians raided the 
camp. He had to go back to San Antonio for more 
provisions. 

Philip Lee eventually bought 250 sections of land 
at about $2 per acre. The Lee property extended from 


Tankersley to the present airport, along the 
Knickerbocker road and back to the Arden road. 
Headquarters was at Leedale across from the present 
airport. This ranch house burned in 1920. 

In 1884 Philip Lee was running cattle with his 
own brand LEE as well as in partnership with the 
firm Reilly, Lee and Childress. William Childress 
was a working partner. Dennis Reilly of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania had invested in the cattle enterprise. 
In 1887 Lee brought 60 registered Hereford bulls 
from Missouri. As county commissioner and as 
second president of the Concho National Bank at 
the time of his death, Philip C. Lee was playing his 
part in the growth of the town and county. 

In 1872 Philip C. Lee had married Mary Ellen 
McGrath, daughter of Henry McGrath, in 
Philadelphia. One child, Harry, died in infancy and 
is buried in Philadelphia. Philip Lee was first buried 
in San Angelo’s city cemetery near the school; his 
remains were later removed to Calvary Cemetery in 
West Philadelphia. 

A daughter Mary was born in Newark, N.J.; sons 
John Peter and Philip C. Lee, Jr., were born in 
Philadelphia. In San Angelo the Lees lived first at 
the Holland House. In October, 1879, Marguerite, 
always called Rita, was born in San Angelo. Mrs. 
Lee returned to Philadelphia for the births of the next 
two daughters, Helen in 1881 and Anna in 1883. By 
the time a permanent home had been built in San 
Angelo, she felt more settled in Texas, and her last 
three daughters were born in San Angelo; Edith in 
1885, Josephine in 1887 and Ethel in December 
1889. 

“The most handsome house in San Angelo” the 
Standard called the two-story red brick house built 
by Philip C. Lee in 1884 for his family at the 
southeast corner of Beauregard and Koenigheim 
(327 West Beauregard). An architect came from 
Philadelphia to design the house. Brick was brought 
from San Antonio. Carlisle Jager and McKinney had 
the contract for the foundations and stone trimmings. 
J.C. Lillis was the general contractor. 

Behind the house was an outdoor pantry, a 
bathroom and servants’ room, a greenhouse, an 
outhouse, a barn for the phaethon and buggy, a 
washhouse, a cistern ... all the necessities for family 
living. An alley ran between the Lee home and the 
Charles W. Hobbs house fronting on Twohig. 

This house was torn down in 1927 when 
Continental Oil Company bought the corner for a 
Conoco filling station. 

In the Lee home were entertained many visiting 
priests and nuns. Weddings and funerals, parties, 
receptions and meetings were constantly held in the 
parlor. The hospitality of the Lees’ was legendary. 
There was never a time when there was not room 
for one more, and there was apparently no end to 
the energy of the mistress of the house, Mary E. Lee. 

The Golden Jubilee History of Sacred Heart Parish 
records the Lees’ relationship with Father Mathurin 
Pairier, the French missionary priest whose pioneer 
labors from 1877 onward supported Catholics in this 
area and founded several parishes. Philip Lee, Jr. 
recalled that Father Pairier, weighing close to 300 
pounds, would often go about the rectory in his red 
flannel shirt. Mrs. Lee, embarrassed, insisted that 
her husband buy a decent black suit, more suitable 
clothing for a respected man of God. Mr. Lee 
informed the priest of the instructions he had re- 
ceived and bought the clothes. No sooner had the 
clothing been delivered than Father Pairier returned 
it to the store and asked for a refund. The next time 


Mrs. Lee had occasion to visit the rectory, there were 
the red flannels again. Vigorously scolded for not 
carrying out her wishes, Mr. Lee was surprised and 
went to see Father Pairier at once. The priest made 
no excuse, but simply said he needed the money more 
than he needed the clothes. 

Mary Ellen Lee, left a widow at age 37, with nine 
children to care for, still had surplus energy to 
channel into the life of the town. As president of the 
Civic League, she supervised the planting of Civic 
League Park at the west end of Beauregard bridge. 
She had obtained a clock for the new courthouse and 
was a leader in the construction of a Women’s 
building at the San Angelo Fairgrounds. 

In 1901 with Mrs. M.L. Mertz she organized the 
Twentieth Century Club, still active in San Angelo. 

In October 1885 Mrs. Lee had organized a 
dramatic club. 

“As the little Lee boys and girls came along, each 
took part in this dramatic club. The rehearsals were 
held in the red brick house, home of Mrs. Lee for 
forty-eight years. Many worthwhile things were done 
with the funds derived from their plays, such as 
contributing to the $1500 paid for the courthouse 
clock.” Rose Austin gave this information in her 
paper on the courthouse clock presented to the Tom 
Green County Historical Society in 1951. 

In 1894 Mary E. Lee sold to the county for $300 
more than nineteen acres of land including Flat Rock 
crossing near the iron span bridge over Middle 
Concho; this land to be for public use for road and 
watering purposes. When in later years the building 
of Nasworthy Dam put this acreage under water, 
other land on the lake shore was dedicated to public 
use and given the name of Mary E. Lee Park. 

Mary E. Lee died June 21, 1915. She is buried in 
Calvary Cemetery in Philadelphia beside her 
husband and infant son. 

John Lee and Philip Lee, Jr., at age 15 and 14, fell 
heir to the management of the ranch, then valued at 
about $100,000. The foreman was Jake Allen who 
later became sheriff of Tom Green County. Although 
many of the registered bulls imported by their father 
from Missouri had died of tick fever, the six survivors 
were the foundation stock on which the sons built a 
Hereford herd. In 1896 they attended the first 
Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show in 
Fort Worth. John Lee was a charter member of the 
Texas State Hereford Association and its secretary 
for seventeen years. He served many times as depart- 
ment head and was an honorary vice-president of 
the State Fair of Texas. In 1904 the Lee brothers 
showed the grand champion cow at the World’s Fair 
in St. Louis. They showed Leedale Lad, grand 
champion steer over all breeds at Chicago in 1910. 

John Lee added Rambouillet sheep and 
Thoroughbred horses to the Lee family operation. 
He was an avid polo player. He married Sarah Allen 
of Mississippi in 1905 and lived at the family home 
“Vista Concho” on the Middle Concho south of the 
Six-Mile Bridge. Six children were born: John, Jr., 
Louise, Philip Benjamin, William E., Mary 
(Meitzen), and Helen (Collins) of whom three are 
still living (1986). John Lee served as county 
commissioner and as a member of the Tom Green 
County Relief Board. He died July 6, 1952. 

“Vista Concho” burned in 1920. In 1924 John Lee 
in association with other ranchmen bought 10,000 
acres from the Tankersley heirs. In 1926 he bought 
the Tankersley home place built by ranchman R.F. 
Tankersley about 1910. Some Tankersley gravesites 
remain on this place. 
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William E. Lee and P. Ben Lee have operated this 
ranch since 1952. In 1980 children and grand- 
children of John and Sarah Lee were hosts at a 
celebration honoring the 100th anniversary of Philip 
C. Lee’s and Mary E. Lee’s settlement in Tom Green 
County. 

Philip Lee, Jr., was president of Texas Hereford 
Association 1908-1910. He frequently served as a 
cattle judge, going to Buenos Aires for the 
International Livestock Show in the early 1920’s. 
He and his wife Cora Leahy Saxon ranched in 
Missouri, returning to San Angelo in 1946. Philip 
Lee, Jr., died January 2, 1959. 

Mary, Philip Lee’s eldest daughter, married H. 
Frank Rimes in San Angelo in 1888. Three daughters 
were born: an infant who died 1889, Mary Tina who 
lived four years to 1905, and Helen, born 1905. Helen 
Lee Rimes had a career as a fashion coordinator for 
Kirby Block, a New York buying firm with clients 
in Paris, London, and Havana as well as San Angelo 
where Cox-Rushing-Greer used her talents and 
fashion sense. Mary Rimes lived with her daughter 
at 136 East 57th Street in New York City. She died 
in 1951. Her daughter retired to San Angelo and lives 
at Baptist Memorials (1986). 

Rita, beloved aunt, moved with her sisters to 125 
S. Jefferson when the Lee house on Beauregard was 
torn down. She died in June 1953. 

Helen Lee’s contagious enthusiasm and bubbling 
energy was felt in every good work in the city. She 
organized a temporary hospital downtown during the 
flu epidemic after World War I. In World War II she 
was an organizer of the Red Cross Chapter here. She 
raised money for St. John’s Hospital and was for 
many years secretary-treasurer of the King’s 
Daughters, a charitable organization. Carrying on a 
busy social life, she succeeded her mother in the 
Twentieth Century Club. Helen Lee died May 1, 
1951. 

Anna Lee served as a nurse in World War I, 
stationed at Brest, France, as head of a special 
commission. In World War II she was assistant 
director of the USO in San Angelo. She was a 
director of the National Council of Catholic Women. 
She enjoyed being president of the Girls’ Study 
Club. She died September 2, 1947. 

Edith took religious vows as Sister Madeline, and 
died in Fort Worth as Mother Madeline, head of her 
convent. 

Josephine married R.C. DeLong, a San Angelo 
ranchman. They had one daughter, Josephine. 
Josephine Lee DeLong died December 17, 1969. 

A Ragsdale photograph taken on the porch of the 
Lee house on Beauregard shows the wedding party 
of Ethel Lee and John Chambers after the ceremony 
in Sacred Heart Church November 29, 1911. John 
W. Chambers, born 1884 in St. Louis, had bought 
the Buena Ventura Ranch near Vancourt from 
W.E.C. Vernon, an Englishman. The stone ranch 
house with turret had been built in 1881 by 
Wymberley DeRenne. The bride and groom left for 
a four months tour of the eastern states and Europe. 

In October, 1912, an automobile carrying six men 
struck the Abe Street bridge and overturned. John 
Chambers died within hours. Ethel Chambers’ 
daughter Joan was born in January 1913. 

In later years Ethel married T.J. Caldwell of 
Houston. Two sons, Thomas and John Caldwell were 
born. Ethel died March 12, 1974. Her grandchildren 
operate Buena Ventura Ranch, where her daughter 
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Joan Denis, her son-in-law Arthur Denis and a grand- 
son John Denis are buried. 
by Helen Lee Collins and 
Katharine T. Waring 


LEGRAND, ROBERT H., JR. 


Robert Hampton LeGrand, Jr. and Jean Ann 
LeGrand have made Tom Green County their 
permanent home. Robert (Bob) was born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on February 19, 1943, 
to Mary Elizabeth West and Robert Hampton 
LeGrand. He is the eldest of two children. His sister 
is Mary Elizabeth (Beth) LeGrand born October 27, 
1944. The LeGrand family moved to Greensboro, 
North Carolina in 1947. Bob attended Irving Park 
Elementary, Aycock Jr. High School, and Page High 
School. He continued his education at Wake Forest 
University with a B.S. degree in Biology. He 
completed four years at Bowman Gray School of 
Medicine in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. He 
attended Vanderbilt University and completed his 
surgery internship and neurosurgery residency. Bob 
was a member of the Armed Forces as a flight 
surgeon in the U.S. Air Force serving at South 
Vietnam Phu Cat Air Base and Bergstrom Air 
Force Base in Austin (1970-1972). Bob married in 
1973 (divorced in 1991). 

In the year of 1976 Bob moved to San Angelo 
and began his private neurosurgical practice. Three 
children were born to this family; Robert (Rob) 
Hampton, III, born September 9, 1976, Douglas 
(Doug) Jones, born June 11, 1978 and Clayton (Clay) 
Hunter born October 10, 1982. 

On April 24, 1994, Bob married Jean Ann Block 
Hohensee. Jean Ann was born in San Angelo on 
February 4, 1952, the youngest child of Wilbert and 
Doris Schwartz Block and granddaughter of early 
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settler O.J. Schwartz. She was brought home from 
the hospital in the midst of a fierce dust storm. She 
has a sister, Diana and brother, Michael. The family 
lived on a farm south of San Angelo. It was in this 
house she lived all of her young life. 

In 1957, President Dwight Eisenhower visited the 
Block farm surveying drought conditions. Jean Ann 
remembers shaking his warm hand on a crisp and 
cool January morning. She attended Fairview 
Elementary and Wall High School, graduating 
valedictorian in 1970. She was the 1969 Texas State 
Farm Bureau Queen, 1969 State 4-H Dress Review 
Winner and 1972 Angelo State University Home- 
coming Queen. In 1972, Jean Ann graduated from 
ASU with an Associate of Science Degree in nursing. 
Jean Ann married in 1973 (divorced in 1991). Three 
children were born to this family: Jill Teresa, born 
on January 27, 1976, in Austin, Jared Neil, born 
August 15, 1978 in Abilene, and Jamon Paul born 
on September 7, 1982 in San Angelo. These children 
also attended Fairview Elementary and are the third 
generation to attend Fairview School. 

Bob and Jean Ann met while working at Shannon 
Medical Center in San Angelo. While on a trip with 
all six children, Bob proposed to Jean Ann in the 
parking lot of I.H.O.P. (International House of 
Pancakes). “It was one of the times that all the 
children were together,” said Bob. 

The LeGrands’ enjoy country living, hunting, 
camping, snow skiing, and sports. 

by Bob and Jean Ann LeGrand 


LEHR, EMMITT R. 


The grandparents of Emmitt R. Lehr, William and 
Emma Lehr, moved from Runnels County to Tom 
Green County in 1914 or 1915. Their children, Katie, 
George, and Albert, came with them. 


Left to right, Jared Hohensee, Jamon Hohensee, Jean Ann LeGrand, Bob LeGrand, Jill Hohensee, Rob 


LeGrand, Doug LeGrand, and Clay LeGrand 


In 1916, George married Elizabeth Feist. They 
moved to a farm one mile north of Wall. On February 
5, 1917, Emmitt was born. Emmitt has three sisters 
and one brother: Allene Lehr Williams, Virginia Lehr 
Kemp, Dorothy Lehr Herman, and Michael Lehr. 

Emmitt married Ida Streicher on April 7, 1937. 
They have four children, all born in Tom Green 
County: Wayne, born July 21, 1940, married Betty 
Jost, daughter of Alfred and Annie Franke Jost, on 
May 14, 1966 in Rowena, and farms in the Wall area. 
Stuart, born July 14, 1943, married Deanna Kozelsky, 
daughter of Joe and Dorine Franke Kozelsky, on 
November 27, 1965, in San Angelo, and lives in 
Concho County where they operate a farm. Sharon, 
born on December 23, 1944, married H.R. McMillan 
from Winters in Wall, on May 27, 1967, and resides 
in San Angelo, where she teaches elementary 
school. George, born March 6, 1956, married Brenda 
James, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cleo Bottoms of 
Wolforth on June 14, 1986. They live and work in 
the Wall community. Emmitt and Ida have nine 
grandchildren. 

Ida’s parents were Albert and Eva Streicher, who 
moved to the Wall area in 1926 and, except for a 
few years during the early thirties, when they moved 
to Rowena, lived their entire lives in Tom Green 
County. 

Emmitt has always been active in community af- 
fairs to help improve life in the area. He served on 
the school board of the Wall Independent School 
District for 25 years. He helped to establish the Wall 
Co-op Gin, and worked for years to secure easements 
to develop the Millersview-Doole Water System in 
the area. 

The ancestors of the Lehr family came from 
Germany, probably in the 1845 to 1850 era. 

by Emmitt Lehr 


LEINNEWEBER, GEORGE 
WILLIAM 


George Leinneweber 


George William Leinneweber finished the 
University of Texas and joined a state surveying 
crew that surveyed around San Angelo in 1902. 
While in San Angelo, he met a builder, August 
Balfanz, who offered him a position when the state 


survey was completed: crew chief on some of his 
construction projects. When the survey was done, 
George returned to San Marcos and married 
Rosalea Sellers. Her half-sister, Annie McDonald, 
was married to George’s uncle, Johnnie 
Leinneweber. Sold on San Angelo and West Texas, 
George convinced his uncle to bring his family and 
accompany them to San Angelo. He would work 
with Mr. Balfanz; his uncle would open a blacksmith 
shop. 

In 1905, the families left the hill country for the 
Concho Valley. On the way, there was an unexpected 
delay. While getting in the wagon at her father-in- 
law’s farm near Hye, Rosalea slipped, falling on a 
wagon wheel. Seven months pregnant, she went into 
labor, and John Douglas (Doug) was born. Though 
weighing only four pounds, he survived. After the 
new mother and baby recuperated, the journey 
continued. In 1907, Jewell Mae (Judy) was born in 
San Angelo; in 1909, Lovenia Beatrice (Bea) made 
her debut. The young George Leinneweber’s family 
was complete. 

George was a carpenter, butcher, construction 
worker, farmer, surveyor, blacksmith in 1909, and 
nurseryman. He worked with crews building many 
of San Angelo’s early buildings. While working with 
August Balfanz, he worked with a group of men 
extending Beauregard Avenue westward across the 
Concho River. He once owned a butcher shop in 
North Angelo. One of the sights of early Angelo was 
to see Douglas riding his bicycle with a pet coon on 
each handle bar as he made meat deliveries. 
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Rosalea Sellers in party dress about 1904 


Rosalea was a much sought after seamstress and 
homemaker. Bringing up her children as Christians, 
she was one of the early members of the First Baptist 
Church. 

Both girls graduated from San Angelo High 
School, Jewell in 1925, Beatrice in 1926. After 
finishing tenth grade, Douglas went to work in a 


garage on the corner of Concho and Oakes Streets 
owned by Walter Buck, the brother of Frank Buck 
of big game hunter fame. Douglas was one of San 
Angelo’s early automobile mechanics. 

All three children married. Douglas married Hattie 
Sims of Blackwell, Texas; they had a son, Douglas 
Melvin. When they divorced, he married Emma 
Webb Byrd; they had a daughter, Mary Lee (1941). 
Jewell married Leslie Arthur Choate in 1926. They 
had three children: Doug Less (1927), Barbara Ann 
(1939), and Kathryn Doris (1941). All Douglas’ and 
Jewell’s children were born in San Angelo. Beatrice 
married but remained childless. 

Rosalea Sellers Leinneweber died in 1939, just a 
few months after the birth of her first granddaughter, 
Ann. George died in 1946. Both are buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo. 

by Ann Choate 


LEINNEWEBER, JOHNNIE 
INDEPENDENCE and ANNIE 
VICTORIA (MCDONALD) 
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Johnnie Independence Leinneweber and Annie 
Victoria McDonald - Late Wedding Picture (1887) 


Johnnie Independence Leinneweber was born 
February 3, 1863 in Blanco, Texas. His parents, 
George Columbus Leinneweber and Elizabeth 
Colbath, were German emigrants to America settling 
somewhere around Blanco. 

Annie Victoria McDonald was born June 9, 1865 
in Fayette County. Her parents were Zachariah 
McDonald and Elizabeth Perlina Banta. It is believed 
that her father Zachariah McDonald served in the 
Confederate Army during the Civil War. Her mother 
Elizabeth Perlina Banta, was born April 5, 1846, in 
Clarksville, Red River County. Elizabeth was the 
sixth generation of Bantas to live in America, the 
first being Hendrick Epkese Banta who was born in 
1655 at Minnertsga, Friesland, Holland. He came to 
America about 100 years before the Declaration of 
Independence was signed. 

Johnnie and Annie were married March 15, 1884 
in Fredericksburg. They lived in San Marcos for 
about 19 years. While living there Johnnie worked 
as a blacksmith. 

Their doctor advised them, because of Annie’s 
health, to move away from all the cedar trees. 
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Johnnie Independence Leinneweber and Annie 
Victoria McDonald 


Sometime in the summer of 1903 they came by 
covered wagon to San Angelo. Their trip was a 
hard, long one. The oldest of the six children born 
then had to walk alongside the wagon a lot of the 
time. 

They had two big red roan horses named Choctaw 
and Seigal. They had to sell Choctaw, after moving 
to San Angelo, because he was afraid of the first 
cars to come to town. They kept Seigal, and he lived 
to be 32 years old. 

Johnnie and Annie sold their cows for enough 
money to build their home in San Angelo, which at 
that time was “way out north of town,” 21 West 11th 
St. 

This home was built with much love, and was 
the birth place of another child Johnnie Ray 
Leinneweber, the place of marriage of one of their 
children, Rosa Fern Leinneweber, to Fisher Lee 
Alexander April 15, 1909, and the birthplace of two 
of their grandchildren born to Rosa Fern. They were 
Geneva Lea Alexander, June 29, 1911, and Annie 
Loutishia Alexander June 30, 1917. 

Johnnie opened up the “Leinneweber Blacksmith 
Shop” on Third Street. He worked there many years 
until his death August 5, 1927. Annie lived out the 
rest of her years in San Angelo, passing away June 
1, 1945. They are both buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

Their children were as follows: a girl, Eva, born 
in San Marcos, January 7, 1888. She died there 
February 1, 1888. A boy, John Pendleton, born in 
San Marcos, December 26, 1888. He died March 5, 
1889. A girl, Rosa Fern, born in San Marcos, 
January 15, 1893. She died in San Angelo, October 
5, 1973. She is buried at Fairmount Cemetery. A boy, 
John Pirtle, born in San Marcos, February 1, 1897. 
He died June 5, 1898. A girl, Vauna Beatrice, born 
in San Marcos, October 20, 1901. She still lives in 
San Angelo, and has a home that her husband, 
Samuel Harvey Oatman, built at 1413 East 18th. 
She was married April 26, 1924. Her husband passed 
away August 27, 1965 at their home in San Angelo. 
He is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. A boy, Johnnie 
Ray, born in San Angelo, June 20, 1909, married 
Florence Virginia Thornton, October 22, 1932. He 
is buried in Oceanside, California. They also raised 
another girl, who although not adopted, was thought 
of as their own daughter. Her name was Jessie Ethel 
Bromfield. She was born July 20, 1898 in Waco. She 
married Joe L. Prevost, February 6, 1945. She died, 
and is buried in Houston. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 
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LEINNEWEBER, ROSA FERN 


Rosa Fern Leinneweber in her wedding dress with 
Fisher Alexander on their wedding day 


Rosa Fern Leinneweber began her full life 
January 15, 1893, in San Marcos. She was the third 
of six children born to Johnnie Independence 
Leinneweber, and Annie Victoria McDonald. “Fern,” 
as she was called by those who knew her, grew up 
with one brother, and one sister. Two of her brothers 
and one of her sisters died before reaching two years 
of age. She did grow up with another girl in the 
family who was raised by her parents as their own 
daughter, but was never legally adopted, Jessie Ethel 
Bromfield. 

Fern was 10 years old when she came with her 
parents to San Angelo from San Marcos. They made 
the trip in a covered wagon during the spring or 
summer of 1903. She would tell her grandchildren 
about how the kids walked part of the time along the 
way here. 

When she was 16 years old she married Fisher 
Lee Alexander. The date was April 15 1909, and the 
place was 21 West 11th Street in San Angelo. 

They had three children: Geneva Lee, born June 
29, 1911; Ramona, born January 17, 1914, who died 
the same day is buried at Fairmount Cemetery; and 
there was Annie Loutishia, or “Annie Lou” as she 
was called by everyone, who was born June 30, 1917. 
Geneva and Annie Lou were both born at 21 West 
11th Street in San Angelo. 

Her husband Fisher worked in the office at the 
Koen’s Hide Shop on 4th Street. One day after cut- 
ting himself shaving, he went to the shop to show 
someone some hides. He contracted anthrax and 
lived only five days. He passed away November 15, 
1917. He is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Fern moved to Roswell, New Mexico, around June 
of 1922. She married November 19, 1922, Oswell 
Fredrick Brightman. After leaving the railroad, 
where Oswell worked as a fireman on a locomotive 
steam engine in New Mexico, Fern and Oswell 
moved back to San Angelo. 

Two years after the death of her daughter Annie 
Lou, January 3, 1947, Fern took Annie Lou’s two 
boys in her home to raise. There names are Sam 


John Sheen, Jr., and Jerry Martin Sheen. Fern by this 
time in her life was known by almost everyone 
affectionately as “Gran.” 

Oswell and Fern were married almost 51 years. 
She lived to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, 
November 19, 1972. 

Gran spent the rest of her remaining days here in 
San Angelo, the place which held so many fond 
memories to her. She passed away October 5, 1973. 

Oswell F. Brightman passed away October 25, 
1983. They are both buried at Fairmount Cemetery, 
San Angelo. 


by Jerry Martin Sheen 


LEMLEY, HAROLD GEORGE 
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F. vont to R: Jason and Lisa Lemley. Back L to R: 
Harold and Linda Lemley with family dog “Spook” 


Harold George Lemley was born February 28, 
1953 in Midland, the youngest of three children of 
Clovis Harold and Olivia (Petrovich) Lemley. After 
a brief stay in East Texas, the Lemleys moved to 
Odessa in 1956 and were thus permanently rooted 
in West Texas. 

Harold attended Odessa schools, Goliad 
Elementary, Hood Junior High and Permian High, 
where he was a member of the swimming team 
before graduating in 1971. He attended Odessa 
College and graduated from Angelo State University 
in 1975 with a degree in business administration. 
While attending Angelo State, Harold met his future 
wife, Linda Ann Jones. Harold spent the summers 
working in the oilfields around Odessa, which led 
to ajob with the Western Company of North America 
in Hobbs, New Mexico, in September, 1975. 

Linda Ann (Jones) Lemley was born March 9, 
1955, the only child of Dwight Calvin and Pearl 
(Berry) Jones, in San Angelo. She lived with her 
parents and paternal grandparents, Robert J. and 
Ollie B. Jones, on the family’s ranch north of town. 
She attended Grape Creek Elementary and graduated 
from Lake View High School in 1973. Linda at- 


tended Angelo State University, majoring in Animal 
Science. 

Harold and Linda were married in San Angelo on 
July 24, 1976. They lived in Hobbs for a brief period 
before Harold was transferred by Western Company 
to Rankin. In 1978, they moved to San Angelo for 
Harold to accept a position with Pool Company. 

Linda began working at San Angelo Commun- 
ication and Electronics as an engineering clerk. On 
May 27,1979, Jason Robert was born. Linda ended 
her short working career to stay at home. 

1983 became a year filled with upheaval and 
turmoil for the family. With the loss of Linda’s father 
and Harold’s job from Pool Company, the family 
had to change direction. Linda started work at St. 
John’s Hospital as a respiratory therapist. Harold, in 
addition to looking after the ranch, formed a con- 
struction company. As a result of one of his jobs, 
Harold was offered a foreman’s job on a ranch near 
the family’s own ranch. This young family then 
moved to the country. 

Harold is an avid hunter and fisherman. He has 
fished as far south as Mexico and hunted as far north 
as British Columbia, Canada. His outdoor interests 
keep him busy year ‘round. Linda’s main interest is 
her family and watching her children grow up. 

Jason attends Grape Creek Elementary School 
where his mother once attended. He has a great 
appreciation for books and spends time reading when 
he is not outside enjoying the countryside or riding 
his horse. 

On May 24, 1985, Lisa Ann was born. She has 
been a joy who keeps everyone busy. 


by Harold and Linda Lemley 


LEMLEY, JAMES H. 


James Howard Lemley was born June 23, 1960 
in Lubbock, the son of J.H. “Lem’’ Lemley and 
Dorothy Ellen (Blair) Lemley. His paternal 
grandparents were Richard Jefferson Lemley and 
Eloise Flora Turner of Crosby County. His maternal 
grandparents were Fredrick O’ Riley Blair and Exie 
Augusta Carroll of Bell County. James has three 
brothers, George, Richard, and Mike Lemley. James, 
his brothers and his mother came to San Angelo in 
1975. James attended Lee Junior High and San 
Angelo Central High School. He has worked in San 
Angelo for several years as a drywall technician. His 
hobbies are hunting and fishing. James’ mother, 
Dorothy Blair Lemley, passed away in Lubbock, 
January 20, 1986. 

I, Regina “Jeannie” Kay (Duncan) Lemley, was 
born February 26, 1963, in Chicopee Falls, Hamden 
County, Massachusetts, the daughter of Sammie J. 
and Nancy F. Duncan. I came to San Angelo in 1965 
and have lived here ever since. I attended Lake View 
High School. I married James H. Lemley January 
19, 1985, at Calvary Baptist Church in San Angelo. 
We have one daughter, Jamie Kay Lemley, born 
December 31, 1985, in San Angelo. 

My paternal grandparents are Sam Jeff and Ella 
(Sawyers) Duncan of Coke County. My maternal 
grandparents are Ervin “Bud” and Paulene Burton 
Fulkerson of Maud, Oklahoma. 

James and I have lots of friends in San Angelo 
and are glad to be a part of Tom Green County’s 
history. 

by “Jeannie” Lemley 


LEWIS, ALLYNE BOYD 


Dora Allyne Boyd was born January 22, 1903, in 
Jones County, Texas, to George Forrest and Dora 
Elizabeth (Eakin) Boyd. Her father’s family came 
to Navarro County, Texas, from Kentucky in the 
1840’s; her mother’s family came from Tennessee 
and Virginia to Hunt County, Texas, in the 1860’s. 
Both families moved to West Texas, Jones County, 
in the 1880’s and 1890’s. She attended rural schools 
and Hardin-Simmons in Abilene. In 1922, she 
married Joe Ben Lewis, who was born July 2, 1898, 
in Columbia, Mississippi. They had two children, 
Joe Ben, Jr., and Dora Lee. Widowed in 1929, she 
made her home with her parents in Hamlin. 

In 1935, Production Credit Association, a farming 
and ranching finance organization, was organized 
in Sweetwater, Nolan County, and she was Assistant 
Secretary Treasurer for ten years. She moved to San 
Angelo in 1947, and was with the firm of Horton, 
Yaggy, and Kenley, four years before taking the 
position of Assistant Secretary of First Savings and 
Loan when it was organized in 1952. 

A lifelong Baptist, she was an active member of 
First Baptist and the B&PW Sunday School Class. 
She was also active in the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club and the Insurance Women’s Club. She 
died March 23, 1972, and is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

Joe Ben, Jr., married Marion Leach in 1948. They 
have three children and make their home in Houston. 
Dora Lee married Bradley C. Henry in 1943. They 
have two children and four grandchildren, and make 
their home in Georgetown. Their son, Brad Henry, 
Jr., and his family have been residents of San Angelo 
for the past 15 years. Both he and his wife, Candace 
(Farrell) are graduates of Angelo State University. 
He teaches at the University and Candace in the 
public schools. Their sons, Will and Ben, are high 
school students. 

by Dora L. Henry 


LIEBO, SUE (CHAPMAN) 


Harold Liebo, Sr. and Sue Liebo 


Sue Frances Chapman was born on September 13, 
1941 in Menard, Texas. Sue’s parents were Charles 
D. Chapman (great-grandson of John M. “Humpy”’ 
Jackson) and Rose Wilson. Rose was the daughter 
of Ethelbert Tracy Wilson and Elizabeth Thurman. 


Sue grew up in Menard, Mason and Junction, 
attending school in these areas. In 1950 Sue moved 
to San Angelo with her parents and two sisters. Sue 
attended John H. Reagan, Edison and San Angelo 
High School. Sue met Harold Liebo in the ’50s. 
Harold was stationed at Goodfellow. 

Sue and Harold were married on November 2, 
1959 in the Lutheran Church of San Angelo. Harold’s 
parents are George Liebo, born in Washington 
County, Indiana (son of Henry G. Liebo and Ethel 
Graham) and Trella Irene Hunter, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lloyd Hunter. 

Harold and Sue moved to San Antonio after 
Harold returned from Korea in the late 50s. They 
moved to Indiana when Harold was out of the 
service. In the late ’60s Sue and Harold moved back 
to San Angelo, making it their home. Sue attended 
beauty school. Harold owns and operates a local 
plumbing company in San Angelo. Sue enjoys 
sewing, painting, and is a genealogy buff. Harold 
likes to hunt and fish. They are members of the 
Church of Christ. Sue and Harold have four children: 
Harold George married Peggy Villers and have one 
child, Wendy René; Gary Wayne married Ginger 
Wallace and have one child, Mathew Wayne; Brenda 
Gail has two daughters, Kacie Marie and Heather 
Leigh; Cynthia Elaine Liebo. 

by Mrs. Roy (Barbara) Elliott 


LITTLE, MICHAEL D. 


Michael David Little was born at Shannon 
Memorial Hospital in San Angelo, Tom Green 
County, Texas on April 1, 1941. 


Michael D. Little, Peggy A. Fugatt Little and Corie 
M. Little (baby) 


On August 23, 1957, Michael married Peggy Ann 
Fugatt (born June 26, 1938, in Boswell, Oklahoma). 
They have three children: Corie Michelle Little who 
married James T. Smith, Conie Melissa Little who 
married Roy J. Eisenbach, and Michael D. Little, 
Jr., who still resides at home while attending Angelo 
State University full time. At the present, Michael 
and Peggy have five grandchildren. 

Between October 19, 1958 and October 17, 1962, 
Michael was a member of the United States Marine 
Corps. He went through “boot camp” at the United 
States Marine Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego, 
California. During those years, he saw duty in 
Okinawa, Korea, Japan, the South China Sea, the 
Hawaiian Islands, the Pacific Ocean, and Southern 
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California. While stationed in the Far East on the 
Island of Okinawa, Michael earned his high school 
G.E.D. diploma from the United States Armed Forces 
Institute of Japan. Upon being honorably discharged 
in the grade of corporal, E-4, he returned to Midland. 

Ten months later, he enlisted in the United States 
Air Force. Between August 15, 1963, and August 
15, 1967, Michael saw duty in Texas, Alaska, and 
New Mexico. Upon being honorably discharged in 
the grade of sergeant, E-4, he moved his family to 
Los Alamos, New Mexico, where he worked as a 
teletype operator in the Communications Center of 
the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory of the Atomic 
Energy Commission. Eight months later, he moved 
his family back to Midland. 

In July, 1969, Michael was working for Texas 
Electric Service Company. During this two-year 
period of being a civilian, Michael and Peggy 
discussed their future on several occasions and 
decided it was time to make the military a career. 
They both enjoyed the travel and the security it 
offered the family. 

So, on July 7, 1969, Michael enlisted once more 
in the United States Air Force for a four-year 
period. During these years, he saw duty in Texas, 
Washington, and California; also in the countries of 
Greece, Germany and the Middle Eastern nation of 
Turkey. 

He re-enlisted for the first time on July 7, 1973, 
for a four-year period. During his tour of duty in 
Turkey, he sustained an injury to the spine. After 
four spinal surgeries (one being a spinal fusion) and 
a life-threatening infection of bacterial meningitis 
of the spine, he was retired in the grade of staff 
sergeant, E-5, by a medical board at the United 
States Air Force Hospital, Lackland Air Force Base, 
San Antonio, Texas. The date was November 22, 
1977. 

In December, 1974, the family had moved to San 
Angelo, Texas. Why San Angelo? Because it had 
been my father’s childhood home, and in my father’s 
own words, “After traveling around the world 
during my career, I never found a better climate or 
friendlier people than in San Angelo.” 

Peggy went to work for the First National Bank 
of San Angelo in January, 1975. Michael retired to 
the home. Each of their children graduated from 
Lake View High School and continued their 
education at Angelo State University. All members 
of the family are members of Immanuel Baptist 
Church. 

My father is a life member of the Disabled 
Veterans of America. He is also a member of the 
American Legion. Even from his bedside, he has 
continued to be the “guiding force”’ of the family. 

by Michael D. Little, Jr. 


LITTLE, NORMAN L. 


History records that a Captain Thomas Little was 
garrisoned at Fort Concho, Texas during the year of 
1877. Although I can’t claim him as an ancestor, this 
fact establishes that the Littles have been in this area 
since the beginning of the Anglo-Saxon arrival. 

Norman L. Little was born June 5, 1915, in 
Linden, Cass County, Texas. During June, 1931, he 
made his first journey to San Angelo. After working 
the summer months, he returned to Linden to finish 
his last year of high school. 

Upon graduation in 1932, he returned to San 
Angelo. He decided that this area was to be his 
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Norman L, Little, Ruby B. Garrett Little and Michael 
D. Little (baby) at the Municipal Swimming Pool, 
18 East Ave. A., San Angelo, TX Summer 1943 
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“home” for life! Why? Because, in his own words, 
“T can see the horizon in any direction and the sun 
from the time it comes up in the morning until the 
time that it goes down in the evening!” 

During the years of 1934 through 1938, he was a 
member of the United States Marine Corps. These 
years were passed at Camp Lejune, North Carolina; 
also in the Caribbean Islands and at U.S. Naval 
Station, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. He returned 
to San Angelo upon being honorably discharged. 

In 1939, Norman married Ruby B. Garrett (born 
February 7,1915, in Millerton, Oklahoma). Five 
children were born in San Angelo at Shannon 
Memorial Hospital: Michael D. (1941), Martha A. 
(1943), Richard M. (1945), Norman E. (1948) and 
Mark N. (1954). 

The United States Marine Corps drafted Norman 
in 1944. During the last ten months of the war, he 
served as a drill sergeant at Parris Island Recruit 
Depot, South Carolina. 

At war’s end, Norman returned home to 403 North 
Baze Street. He resumed his work as a cement 
contractor, building many of the beautiful rock 
houses which still stand in many areas of San Angelo. 

He moved his parents from Atlanta, Texas, to San 
Angelo in 1947. His father was Virgil B. Little (born 
November 19, 1884; died October 19, 1952). His 
mother was Mary A. Holland Little (born October 
21, 1887; died September 2, 1959). Both are buried 
at Belvedere Cemetery, San Angelo, Texas. 

When the Korean War started, the West Texas 
oilfields needed workers badly. Norman moved his 
family to Odessa, where he worked in the mid-’50s 
and 1960s. Disabled in the oilfields, he retired to 
San Angelo in 1971. 

He always said that the most difficult thing he did 
was outliving two of his children. Norman E. Little, 
corporal, United States Marine Corps, died in South 
Vietnam on March 27, 1970. Martha A. Little 
Fitzgerald died at Baptist Memorial Geriatric Center 
on October 21, 1971. Both are buried at Belvedere 
Cemetery, San Angelo, Texas. 

Norman L. Little died in the Veterans 
Administration Hospital, Big Spring, Texas, on 
January 21, 1981. He is buried at Belvedere 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 

He is survived by his wife, Ruby, and sons 
Michael, Richard and Mark. Michael currently lives 
in San Angelo. 

by Michael D. Little 


LOPEZ, EMIT MARTINEZ 


In February of 1987, Emit Lopez was appointed 
area director for the 915 area of the United States 
Slowpitch Softball Association at a meeting held in 
Austin. 

Lopez has been the print shop foreman for San 
Angelo Public Schools for 13 years and has served 
in the Concho Valley Softball Association Board of 
Directors for 7 years. 

A member of the San Angelo Sundown Lion’s 
Club, Emit has served as director, vice-president and 
president. He has been honored as Lion of the year 
for 2 years and has received the Membership Key 
Award from Lions International for Outstanding 
Leadership and Development of the International 
Association. 

Emit Lopez has served the Lions District 2A1 in 
several offices and has a nine-year perfect attendance 
with the club. 

He is currently serving his fifth year as president 
of the Tom Green County Fair and Junior Show 
Association, in which he has been a member for 7 
years. 

Emit’s parents are Cruz Martinez Lopez of Miles, 
Texas and Emiterio Lopez, born at Knickerbocker 
and died at Miles in 1978. He is the grandson of 
Bartolo and Mari-Ana (Tarin) Lopez, both Knicker- 
bocker natives, great-grandson of Gabriel and 
Dolores (Flores) Tarin, and great-great-grandson of 
Alvina Alarcon Morales, Emiterio Lopez and Valente 
Tarin. 

Emiterio Lopez and Valente Tarin were employed 
by Joseph Tweedy in the San Jose Irrigation System 
at Knickerbocker in 1885. 

by Rose Duke 


LOVELL, HARVEY L. 


Harvey L. Lovell, Sr. was born near Dobyville, 
Texas on January 18, 1901. His parents were William 
Thomas Lovell and Elizebeth Ann Webb. Harvey 
lived on several farms located near Robert Lee, 
Rotan, Jayton, Spur and Dickens. He started teaching 
school at age 17. 

He enlisted in the cavalry and had training at Leon 
Springs and in San Antonio in 1919. He served 18 
months. During his active duty he rode a horse 
along the Mexican border near El Paso. 

After leaving the army, Harvey continued teaching 
and he married his first wife, Iris Borden. He taught 
in the Lubbock area in small towns such as Flomot 
and Gomez and others. He received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in education from Texas Tech in 1940. 

Iris died of heart trouble during World War II. 
Harvey also taught school in El Paso, Alpine and 
Marathon. 

He met Bessie Beatrice Cocke while he was a 
principal and she was a teacher in Marathon, Texas. 

Bessie Beatrice Cocke was born in Quanah, Texas 
on December 6, 1919. Her father was a Methodist 
preacher who was the pastor at the Barnhart 
Methodist Church from 1916 to 1919. 

Beatrice as a child lived in Big Spring, Stanton 
and Midland always moving as preachers do. “Bea” 
as she was known to friends and relatives, received 
her B.A. degree in education from Sul Ross State 
University in 1944. 

Harvey and Bea were married in Fort Davis, Texas 
on August 10, 1945. shortly after their marriage, 
they both got jobs in San Angelo teaching school. 
Harvey was the Lake View coach in 1947. 


While in San Angelo a daughter, Bessie Beatrice 
Lovell Storm, or ““Bebe”’ as she is known to friends 
and relatives, was born on March 24, 1947. 

Harvey applied for and got the principal’s job in 
Garden City in 1948. In 1950 Mr. C.G. Parsons 
moved from Garden City to Water Valley as super- 
intendent. He asked Mr. Lovell to come along as the 
principal of Water Valley schools and Harvey did. 

On August 25, 1950 Harvey L. Lovell, Jr., or 
“H.L.” as he is known to friends and relatives, was 
born in Big Spring, Texas. 

In 1950 Harvey and Bea had come to stay in Tom 
Green County and the little community and school 
of Water Valley. 

Harvey received his Master of Education Degree 
from Sul Ross State University in 1953. Bea received 
her Master of Education Degree from Sul Ross State 
University in 1956. 

Bea Lovell (died 1985) was a teacher for 29 years, 
26 years in Water Valley. She finished her teaching 
career in 1979 and was listed in the “Women of the 
Southwest.’’ Bea was a member of the Water Valley 
United Methodist Church and was organist for the 
Order of the Eastern Star. She was a member and 
officer of the “Daughters of the American 
Revolution”? and “Colonial Dames of the 17th 
Century.” Bea was also a member of the Tom Green 
Genealogical Society and the Tom Green County 
Historical Society. 

Harvey Lovell, Sr. (died 1987) taught almost all 
high school subjects during his teaching career - 
math, science, English, history, coaching. He retired 
in 1968 after 47 years of teaching. 

Harvey was an avid poem writer and has written 
thousands of unpublished poems. He researched the 
Lovell family and wrote a book about the first years 
of his and his father’s lives. He was a member of the 
Water Valley United Methodist Church. He was a 
Mason and a member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star. 

H.L., Sherlyn and three children reside in San 
Antonio, Texas and Bebe, Steve and eight children 
reside in Marlboro, New Jersey. 

by H.L. Lovell, Jr. 


LOWN, HARRY OLAF 


H.O. Lown was born H.O. Pearson in 1880 at 
Smaland, Sweden, and became a boilermaker by 
trade. In Sweden, when a son was born he took the 
name of his father plus “son,” with the result that 
Sweden was full of names ending in “son.” So when 
he entered the army, his name was changed to H.O. 
Lund. When he entered the United States, the 
immigration officer spelled his name “Lown” and 
since H.O.’s English was limited to “‘yes’’ he became 
H.O. Lown and his family still bears that name. 
H.O. met Wendela Nordstrom before she left Sweden 
for America in 1900. They corresponded 
and then H.O. immigrated in 1901 and they were 
married in Denver, Colorado, in 1902. H.O. was a 
boilermaker for the railroads so they moved about 
quite a bit. In 1904 their first son, Walter Jacobson 
Lown, was born in San Francisco. Douglas Clifton 
Lown, their second son, was born in Bloomington, 
Illinois, in 1904. The family made its way to Texas 
in 1910. 

In 1912, H.O. started a business of his own. When 
the oil boom started in East Texas, he set up a job- 
bing type machine shop and boiler shop in 
Gladewater, Texas. 
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1.0. Low 
Wendela Lown was quite a businesswoman during 
that time and she bought oil and gas leases and 
mineral interests. She also invested in land, built 
houses on the property and then sold them at a profit. 

In 1929, H.O. bought the San Angelo Foundry and 
Machine Company from the Willig family; it was a 
small machine shop and foundry, turning out jobbing 
type foundry and machine work. 

When World War II broke out, H.O. Lown had 
developed a bending machine that curved metals and 
it was called the Lown Slip Roll Forming Machine. 
During the war, the government took 100% of the 
production of this machine, which proved to be vital 
to the war effort. 

In 1940, H.O. Lown bought the Dallas Machine 
and Engineering Works, a jobbing type machine 
shop. During the war Douglas, the younger son, was 
plant manager and they rebuilt machine tools. 
Before that time the older son, Walter, was running 
the Boiler Works in Smackover, Arkansas, but this 
was shut down when they opened the plant in Dallas. 
Walter then went to work in Beaumont, Texas, as 
foreman of a company that constructed a hydron- 
ation unit for the government during WWIL. 

At the end of the war, the machine rebuilding 
business was shut down in Dallas and the Lowns 
moved to San Angelo. There Douglas became plant 
manager and he and H.O. continued to expand the 
bending roll machine and set up dealers nationwide. 
Douglas Lown died in 1951 and H.O. passed away 
in 1957 at the age of 77. 

Walter Lown went into the oil business in 
Shreveport, Louisiana after the war. When his father 
died, he moved to San Angelo and ran the San Angelo 
Foundry and Machine Company until his death in 
1962. At that time, Douglas’ son, H.O.’s grandson, 
George Lown, took over the business. 

Wendela Lown, ever the matriarch, remained 
strong until just before her death in 1973 at the age 
of 93. 

During George Lown’s travels throughout Europe, 
he met Alicia Booth, a girl from Mexico, who was 
visiting in Vienna. They were instantly fond of each 


other and they married in 1970. They have a beautiful 
daughter, Alicia Victoria Lown, born in 1970, and a 
son named Joseph Lown, born in 1976, who was 
interested enough in his family’s history that he 
wanted their stories in this book. 

by Alicia Lown 


LOWRY, CLAUDE and ORA 
(CRAWFORD) 


Claude Lowry 


Ora Crawford Lowry 


Claude Marshall Lowry was born December 13, 
1905 in Lorena, Texas, to William Franklin and 
Annie Clyde Heath Lowry. Claude had three 
brothers: William Henry, Auther Ellis and Robert 
Lee. He had two sisters, Lillie Elander and Nora Bell. 
He was raised on a farm in McLennan County, where 
his mother died when Claude was eleven years old. 
He joined the military in Fort Worth in 1940. He 
was stationed at Goodfellow Air Force Base when 
he married Ora Crawford, April 24, 1943, in San 
Angelo. 

Ora Crawford was born in Coleman County to 
Stephen Franklin and Mittie Lee (Webb) Crawford. 
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She was born April 18, 1918. She had one sister Sadi, 
who married Ezra Cosgrave. Ora’s father died in 
Coryell County in the early 1920s during a swine 
flu epidemic. Mittie never remarried. 

Ora married James Doyle Powell and they had 
one son, Doyle Franklin. Ora’s husband Doyle died 
in a trucking accident in 1940. He is buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. Their son, Doyle Franklin, first 
married Jeannine Cunningham and this marriage 
produced two sons, Doyle Eugene and Steven 
Chester. Second, Doyle married Nina Wallace and 
to this marriage was born a daughter, Penny Lee. 
Later he married, third, Belinda Renfroe, and his 
second daughter, Sherry Elene was born. At present, 
he is married, fourth, to Gail Johnson Jones. Gail 
has three adopted daughters living with them. They 
are Billy Jean, Myrtle Mozella, and Dennise Renee 
Jones. 

Claude and Ora married in 1943 and their first 
son was born in 1945. (1) Marshall George married 
Catherine McGinty in San Angelo. They had four 
daughters. Nickie Lee married Michael Gotschall. 
They have two children, Michael Timothy, and 
Brittany Nickole. Catherine was the second daughter 
of Marshall, and then Linda Marie and Marsha 
Dianne. (2) Winston Charlie was born in 1951; he 
married Brenda Roach Leathers in San Angelo in 
1980. This union produced two daughters, Lori 
Renea and Tabatha. Brenda has two children by a 
previous marriage, Robb and Misty Leathers. (3) 
John William married Vickie White in San Angelo. 
They have three children, Shandy Kay, John 
Marshall and Brandy Ray. 

Ora was a licensed vocational nurse at The 
Clinic-Hospital until her death, December 20, 1964. 
Claude was a truck driver for the City of San Angelo 
until he retired soon after Ora’s death. He died July 
7, 1970. Claude, Ora, Ora’s first husband Doyle, and 
her mother, Mittie Crawford, are buried in a family 
plot in Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo, Texas. 

by Cathy Lowry 


LUMMUS, ROY ESKER 


Roy Esker Lummus, born April 9, 1890, and Mary 
Lee Holland, born January 20, 1889, were married 
on September 17, 1911, in Tom Green County. They 
purchased land north of Miles, Texas, and lived there 
most of their married life. They bore one son and 
seven daughters: Leota Clarenda Szczenpanik, June 
9, 1912; Pauline Sarah Jenness, August 2, 1914; 
Claudia Beatrice Pope, June 16, 1916; Roy Herndon 
Lummus, December 15, 1918 (deceased); Marie 
LaVerne Arrott, April 17, 1920; Lola Naomi Porter, 
November 5, 1924; Dorothy Jean Coleman, May 7, 
1926; Mary Francis Thorp, October 21, 1929 
(deceased). 

Roy Esker Lummus was a trustee for the Ray 
School for ten years, and he was very active in the 
Ray Baptist Church. He was a stock farmer, and ran 
a large dairy of about 250 head of milk cows. He 
sold the milk to the Banner Creamery and later to 
Gandy’s Creamery. He was a member of the 
Oddfellows and a Mason. 

Mary was a good housewife and mother. She was 
a member of the Eastern Star. 

Roy and Mary Lummus reared their family ten 
miles north of Miles on a 320-acre farm and ranch. 
Many of their children and relatives lived with them, 
helping with the duties of the work. They lived here 
for many years. 
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Roy Lummus passed away October 23, 1966, and 
Mary Lummus passed away December 1, 1970. 
by Mrs. Jack Arrott (Marie LaVerne) 


LUTHER, CLARENCE CURTIS 


Clarence Curtis Luther moved to San Angelo with 
his parents, Travis and Mary Elizabeth Luther, from 
Mayfield, Kentucky in the year of 1907. They came 
seeking a more healthful climate, as one or more of 
the family were troubled with tuberculosis. It seemed 
to them an ideal place to settle, and they bought a 
home on East 29th Street. The other children, in 
addition to Clarence, were Maude, Willie, Grover 
C., James Otis, and William G. Some of Clarence 
Luther’s nephews and nieces are still living in San 
Angelo. 


Back row: Mertis (Evans), Sybil (Brown), Florence 
(Hoshall), Pauline (Barbee). Front row: Mrs. Vera 
M. (Hemphill) Luther, Mr. Clarence C. Luther, and 
Myrle (Brown) 


Clarence attended school in San Angelo, including 
San Angelo Business College. He obtained a job with 
Easton Grain Company of 509 School Street, San 
Angelo, operated by a Mr. Waters. Soon after 
Clarence completed his business course, Mr. Waters 
hired him to manage Easton Grain Company, a new 
store in Barnhart, Texas. During his school years, he 
met Vera M. Hemphill whom he married June 23, 
1912, while seated in a buggy in front of the Mitchell 
home on West College by W.M. Davis, a minister 
for Church of Christ. He then moved his bride to 
Barnhart and there built the first house in Barnhart. 
It was in this house where the first Post Office was 
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Clarence C. Luther in center of picture with 
newspaper. Other 2 men unidentified. Taken 1914 at 
Train Depot in Barnhart, Texas 


established, as well as location of the telephone 
exchange. Mr. Luther took on another business, the 
Gulf Oil Agency, to work along with Easton Grain 
Company. Mr. and Mrs. Luther operated these four 
businesses until 1917, when they went into ranching 
between Barnhart and Big Lake. He told about 
hunting antelope and deer in the surrounding areas. 

Their first child, Hazel Pauline, was born in San 
Angelo, in April, 1913; married Clyde Barbee in 
1929. Other children were Weldon Curtis, born 
November, 1915, died September, 1917; Travis N., 
born and died in September, 1920; twin daughters, 
Mary Mertis and Minnie Myrle, born May, 1922 
(Myrle died October, 1976); Sybil Geneva, born 
March, 1924; and Florence Evelyn, born June, 1926. 

In 1926, Mr. Luther moved to McCamey, where 
he was employed as agent for Humble Oil Company. 
In 1929, he was transferred by Humble to Barnhart 
and Ozona, where he handled feed and grain. In 1945, 
he moved to a farm north of San Angelo. Soon 
thereafter, he purchased a grocery store in Crane 
and a drive-in grocery in Rankin. He also supplied 
ice to Texon, Big Lake, and Rankin. His last business 
venture was a second-hand store on East 19th Street 
in San Angelo. 

For the last twelve to fifteen years of their lives, 
they lived at 2409 North Street in San Angelo. On 
June 25, 1972, they celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary. 

Clarence and Vera Luther passed from this earth 
within two weeks of one another in October of 1973, 
and are buried on their family lot in Fairmount 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by C.W. Barbee 


LYNN - GOODRUM 


&. ae aa 
Devilla (Goodrum) Lynn, son “Chick” Lynn and 
daughter-in-law “Nell” in 1974 


Joseph Lynn was born June 6, 1862, in Freestone 
County, Texas, son of Joseph H. and Elizabeth 
(Busby) Lynn. He and a brother were rounding up, 
“breaking,” and selling wild mustangs from the 


prairies around Harris and Houston counties when 
he camped one night on the land of Ben Goodrum in 
Houston County. He fell in love with Ben’s eldest 
daughter, Devilla, and eloped with her on December 
24, 1896. Devilla was born January 24, 1880 in 
Houston County, daughter of Benjamin F. and Mary 
(Robinson) Goodrum. 

They first lived in the jail in Tyler, Texas where 
“Joe” was deputy sheriff. Their first child, a boy 
named after his grandfather Goodrum, was born 
there; he lived only two months. A second son, Joe 
Chilton, was born there in 1899. They later joined 
the land rush in Oklahoma in about 1900. Later, they 
joined Joe’s family in the land rush in Schleicher 
County in the early 1900s, where they were success- 
ful in getting land. They lived in two tents, one for 
sleeping and one for cooking. One morning Devilla 
heard her young son calling, “Here, kitty, here, 
kitty!’ She looked out the tent door to see a black 
panther slowly walking towards the young boy. She 
grabbed a rifle and shot at the panther just before it 
jumped. 

Joe later moved his family to San Angelo where 
he was a deputy sheriff for a number of years. Devilla 
said he was shot in the head one night making an 
arrest; the wound caused his death several years later. 
Devilla never remarried. 

She was a home nurse for many years and 
continued to wear her white nurse’s cap and apron 
the rest of her life. Her son, Joe Chilton “Chick” 
and his wife Nell, lived with her in later years. 
Although Nell had a modern washer and dryer, 
Devilla preferred washing her clothes the old- 
fashoned way on a scrubbing board, saying that was 
the only way to keep white things white and other 
things thoroughly clean. Devilla always kept in touch 
with all of her relatives — cousins, nieces and 
nephews -— all over the world, keeping a record of 
births, deaths, and marriages. She was called “Aunt 
Dee” by many of her nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives. 

Joe Lynn died in 1933 and Devilla passed away 
in 1976. They are buried in Fairmount Cemetery, 
San Angelo, Texas. 

Their children (born in Tyler, Texas) were 
Benjamin Franklin, born July 23, 1898, died 
September 26, 1898; and Joe Chilton “Chick,” born 
October 18, 1899, married Nell Mae Hall, died in 
1978. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


MACHU, ANNA 


Anna Machu was born in Usti, Moravia April 12, 
1865. She was the daughter of Pavel Machu and 
Rozina Trlica. At the age of 5 years, she came to 
America with her parents and two younger brothers 
on the bark “Galveston,” arriving at Galveston, Texas 
June 2, 1870. The voyage was long, 200 miles from 
their home by train to Bremen, Germany, then some 
5,400 miles by sailing vessel to Texas. Her parents 
made their way inland from Galveston to Kenny, 
Texas in Austin County where they lived for 8 years. 
From there, they went to a ranch near Taylor, Texas, 
and finally bought a farm east of Granger in 
Williamson County. 

Anna met Josef Cervenka in Williamson County 
and they married at Georgetown September 2, 1884. 
Her parents gave the couple two mules, a wagon and 
$100 for a wedding gift. They rented a farm and set 
up housekeeping in a log cabin with a dirt floor. 
When their first child, Albina, was born, it was a 


Anna Machu Cervenka and four of her grand- 
children—April, 1935. Grandchildren: (front L-R) 
Joan Cervenka Cobb, Marilyn Sommer. (back L-R) 
Ginger Cervenka and Joe Kent Cervenka 


very cold day in November and Josef had to cover 
the mother and baby with a tarp to keep them from 
freezing. After 5 years, the couple bought a 350-acre 
farm near Granger and also built a nice frame 
house and barn on it. Here, ten children were born 
to the family, two of them dying in infancy. Those 
who lived were: Albina (Mrs. Peter Ewald of San 
Angelo), Mary (Mrs. Arnold Spacek of Granger), 
Edward Cervenka of Rowena, Rose (Mrs. Gus 
Holmstrom of Fort Worth), Hubert Cervenka of 
Coleman, Leda (Mrs. Edward Sommer of Ballinger), 
Burnie Cervenka of Rowena and Bill Cervenka of 
San Angelo. 

Anna worked hard raising her large family, but 
had time for other interests as well. She took part in 
quilting, school functions, as well as knitting for the 
war effort during World War I. She did her own 
sewing, designing her own patterns and was also an 
excellent cook. She was well known for her kolaches, 
rye bread, chicken noodle soup, cottage cheese and 
scrambled eggs fixed in a special way. She helped 
many other women to learn these skills also. 

In later years, Anna enjoyed accompanying Josef 
and one or more of their children to San Angelo to 
shop. Although they did not drive, they had an 
automobile and enjoyed someone taking them to San 
Angelo. Anna died in February, 1937, and is buried 
beside Josef Cervenka in the Rowena Protestant 
Cemetery. She left a rich heritage for her descen- 
dants and made a great contribution to the settling 
of this area of West Texas. 

by Joan Cervenka Cobb 


MAHON, BRYAN 


Bryan Gale Mahon was born at Loraine, Mitchell 
County, Texas on June 20, 1926, to John and Nola 
Muns Mahon. He was the third son in a family of 
five children: Eldon B., Royce W., Melba M. 
Rickman, and Gordon W. He graduated from high 
school at Loraine in 1943 and after beginning col- 
lege spent 20 months in the U.S. Army Air Corps 
at the close of World War II. He finished his BA 
degree from McMurry College in Abilene in 1948. 


In the fall of 1948 he established Mahon’s Men’s 
Shop in Colorado City, Texas, and continued in 
business there until October of 1953 when he moved 
his store to the Village Shopping Center in San 
Angelo, Texas, where it continues to the time of this 
writing. 

On June 30, 1952, he married Mary Nell Lea of 
Levelland, Texas, who had been working for his 
uncle, U.S. Congressman George Mahon. One son 
was born at Colorado City, Texas — Myron Lea, June 
21, 1953. Two other children were born in San 
Angelo, Texas — Monte John, March 23, 1956, and 
Mary Emily, November 4, 1958. All three children 
graduated from San Angelo Central High School and 
from Abilene Christian University. 

Myron is employed by EXXON Chemical 
Company of Baytown, Texas. His wife is the former 
Mary Beth Riggins of Houston, Texas and their 
children are John Bryan II and Kaylea Beth. Monte 
has been associated with his father in the clothing 
business since graduation from college. His wife is 
the former Rebecca Lynn Ponder of San Antonio, 
Texas, and their children are Wade Forrest, Ryan 
Christopher and Chad Vincent. Emily is now Mrs. 
Joe Bullock, who was reared in Humble, Texas. They 
reside in Fort Worth, Texas, where he works as a 
CPA and their children are Tyler Dell and Taren Lea. 

The Mahons are active members of the Johnson 
Street Church of Christ where Bryan serves as a 
Deacon and as one of their song leaders. He has been 
a long-time member of the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop 
Quartet Singing in America — SPEBQSA. All the 
family enjoys singing. 

Mahon’s in the Village has always taken great 
pride in providing quality merchandise and quality 
service to the people of San Angelo and the sur- 
rounding area. 

by Bryan Mahon 


MALECHEK, LYNN MARVIN 


Left to right, back row: Starla Solomon and Becky 
Malechek. Front row: Sue Malechek, Lynn Malechek, 
and Judy Solomon 


Lynn Marvin Malechek was born May 7, 1908, in 
Mereta, Tom Green County, Texas. His father, J.A. 
Malechek, migrated from Czechoslovakia and his 
mother, Annie Weinke Malechek from Germany. 
They moved to Mereta in 1906 from Austin County, 
Texas. They were among some of the early settlers 
in both areas. Lynn was the fifteenth child born to 
the Malechek family of sixteen children. He attended 
the Mereta school, Sunday School, and church in 
his youth. There are only three of the family living, 
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Lynn, his brother Gilbert, and his sister Dixie 
Lancaster. 

Lynn Malechek and Susie (Sue) Benton were 
married October 5, 1940, in Eden, Texas, in the home 
of A.C. Knight, Church of Christ minister. They built 
a house on his mother’s farm to be near her in her 
later years. The family were stock farmers at Mereta. 
Lynn was trustee of the school and helped organize 
the Mereta Co-op gin. The family moved to Vancourt, 
Texas in 1960. 

Susie (Sue) Benton was born October 12, 1913. 
Her parents were D.F. Benton and Oda May Benton. 
She grew up on a farm near Wall, Texas, with her 
parents, brother and sister. The children attended 
school at Averitt and the Church of Christ at Wall. 

The Malecheks are the parents of two daughters, 
Judy Lynn Malechek Solomon and May-Beth 
(Becky) Malechek. Both girls started to school at 
Mereta, then graduated at Wall High School. They 
have one granddaughter, Starla Lynn Solomon. 

Judy is a teacher in San Angelo Independent 
School District. Becky lives in New Braunfels and 
works for the State Mental Health-Mental 
Retardation. 

The family resided at Vancourt on a farm until 
1972. At the time of Lynn’s retirement, the family 
moved to San Angelo. After retirement, Lynn 
enjoyed playing dominoes and driving his pickup. 
They are members of Johnson Street Church of 
Christ. The family owns a farm at Mereta and still 
has an interest in farming. 

by Sue Malechek 


MANN, FELIX, R. 


Felix Robert Mann was born October 23, 1846, 
in Smith County, Tennessee. His parents were 
Timothy Walton Mann and Elizabeth Glover 
Mann. Felix married Fannie Fern Sheen in Menard 
County in 1875. They had six children: Nora, Clay, 
Walter, Arthur, Mae and Ona. 

Felix Mann was a pioneer cowman, Indian fighter, 
and Union Army veteran of the Civil War. He joined 
the California Volunteers after the war; he was with 
General Harvey at Medicine Lodge in 1867, where 
over 8,000 Indians came to sign a peace treaty. 

Mr. Mann ranched in Menard County for thirty 
years before moving to San Angelo in 1900. He was 
in the livestock commission business with his son, 
Walter, operating under the name of Mann 
Commission Company. 

Fannie Fern’s parents were John Sheen and Mary 
Davies Sheen, who were married in London, 
England, in 1836. John Sheen was a CSA Minute 
Man in the Civil War. He enlisted in Coleman County 
in 1861. After the war, he and his family moved to 
Menard County. 

by Mary Runkles Davis 


MARLAR, VERNON W. 


Vernon Westley Marlar was born October 9, 1948, 
in Pampa, Gray County, Texas, to Robert S. Marlar 
and Juanita Lamb Marlar. On November 28, 1971, 
he married Candice Jane Johnson, daughter of Frank 
and Jo Wilson Johnson, longtime residents of 
Veribest. Candy was born September 24, 1952, in 
San Angelo, Texas. They have one daughter, Jennefer 
Lea Marlar, who was born in Fort Worth, Texas, 
September 20, 1974. The family moved to Veribest, 
Texas in Tom Green County in July, 1976. They now 
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reside on the McCollough Place, owned by Candy’s 
parents, located one and a half miles east of Veribest. 

Vernon grew up in the Texas Panhandle town of 
Skellytown. He attended elementary school in 
Skellytown and high school in White Deer. There 
he was active in all sports being on the All-State 
football team in 1965-66 which was his junior and 
senior years of high school. He attended Texas 
Christian University on a football scholarship and 
graduated from Angelo State University. 

Candy grew up one mile west of Veribest where 
her parents still reside. After leaving school at 
Veribest, she went on to graduate from Central High 
School in San Angelo. 

Jennefer, their daughter, is the fourth generation 
in the Johnson family to attend school at Veribest. 
She is very active in her school and enjoys the sport 
of basketball. 

Vernon is the sales manager for B&W Foundry, a 
longtime San Angelo business. He actively served 
on the Veribest School Board for seven years. Candy 
attends Angelo State University where she is a 
business major. She is active in the Extension 
Homemakers’ Club. The family are active members 
of Park Heights Baptist Church of San Angelo. 

by Candy Marlar 


MARSH - ESSARY 


Left to Right, Ruby Joyce Brashear, Annie Mae 
Brashear, Ben F. Marsh and Ernest Marsh in 1938 
San Angelo 


Benjamin Franklin Marsh was a very tall, brown- 
eyed man with auburn hair and ruddy complexion. 
He was born March 27, 1871. An Irish descendant, 
he smoked a pipe and enjoyed a game of dominoes. 

Lydia Ann Essary married Ben Marsh and they 
had three children, William E., Ernest Leroy and 
Annie Mae. Lydia was very white skinned, with 
black hair and light blue eyes. She was of Dutch 
parents and was born February 3, 1880. She loved 
to quilt and can vegetables from the garden. Lydia 
had two sisters, Lillie and Paralee. Lillie married E. 
Morenger of Dublin, and they had three children. 
Paralee married J. Shipman and had two daughters. 

Benjamin and Lydia were married in Europe and 
caught a ship to the United States from Italy. 

William was their eldest child. Ernest was born in 
a covered wagon near Boerne, Texas, on April 18, 
1902. Annie Mae was born in Menard on June 29, 
1905, before they moved to San Angelo. 


- u oo “a2 
Left to right: Ernest Marsh and Wm. “Bill” Marsh 
in San Angelo between 1922 and 1924. 


This couple had a small house in the north part of 
San Angelo and a few acres, windmill and tank, some 
chickens and a garden. They raised these children in 
the early 1900s in San Angelo. After Lydia died on 
March 17, 1938, Ben moved a short time later to an 
old folks home in Boerne. He lived there many years. 
He died at his daughter’s in Stephenville on 
November 17, 1950. 

William married Addie Bell and have five 
children: Louise, Lonnie Neal, Louis Harold, John 
Allen and Billy. They divorced and he married 
Dorothy and they had many more children. He died 
in 1976. 

Annie Mae married J.O. Brashear in San Angelo 
on December 9, 1927 and a daughter, Ruby Joyce, 
and a son were also born. She died in 1978. 

by Betty Newberry 


MARSH -—- HOBSON 


Ernest Marsh married Bettie Hobson in San 
Angelo on May 18, 1926. She was the baby of ten 
girls and she was the last of four to make their homes 
in San Angelo. She loved to cook and sew. Ernest 
wrote poetry, played the fiddle and mandolin. They 
had five children, Betty Lou, Wilma Lea, Ronald 
LeRoy, Glenda Janis and Burton Nelson. 

Wilma (December 16, 1931) married E.L. 
“Tommy” Smith and they had three children: 
Tommy Allen, Marsha Lynn, and Russell. Wilma and 
Tommy live in Waco, where he is a doctor. Tommy 
and his wife live in Austin. Marsha lives in 
Oklahoma City, where her husband, Steve, is in 
school. They have a daughter, Angela. Russell is 
married, a lawyer and lives in Temple. 

Ronald (October 17, 1934) married Patsy Wiley 
and they had two sons, Russell and Mike. Russell 
died in a fire. Mike has two children and lives in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Glenda Janis (August 8,1936) married Theodore 
Carter and they had four children: Glenda Sue, 
Karen Gilene/Pat Zerenque, Franklin/Joan, and 
Vicky. Janis and the children live in Thibodeaux, 
Louisiana, and there are seven grandchildren there. 


Burton Nelson Marsh (April 10, 1939) married 
Bernice and they had a daughter, Leticia, who lives 
in Fort Worth. They divorced and he married 
Katherine Phelps. They have three children: Lisa/ 
Major Mark Schmidt, Burton, Jr./Crystal, and Tracy/ 
Corrine. They live in Houston, all but Lisa, and she 
and her husband Mark live in Tabb, Virginia, with 
their two sons. Burton Jr. has a son, Burton III. 

Jimmie Drew (March 1, 1952)/Terry Dexter have 
four sons, Mike, Chris, Kenny and Jimmie. They live 
in Pontchatoula, Louisiana. 

Betty Lou (July 25, 1928)/Roland Lynn Newberry 
have four sons, Lynn Jr., Ernest Stephen, Leslie 
Dean, and Wesley Gene. Lynn and Betty live in 
Houston, Texas. Lynn Jr./Donna live in Metairie, 
Louisiana. Leslie lives in Houston and Wesley lives 
in San Angelo. 

by Lynn Newberry 


MARTIN, CISNEY P. 


Cisney P. (Cap) Martin was born August 9, 1870, 
in Waco, Texas. He and his twin, Sidney B. Martin, 
agreed to name their first sons for each other. The 
sons, in turn, did the same. Their other brothers were 
Powell, John, and Bron. They had one sister. 

C.P. was married to Clara Cox (July 23, 1869- 
December 23,1905) in Uvalde, Texas. She was the 
daughter of Hugh and Margaret Turnbow Cox. 

Besides a son, Haskel Roland, by a previous 
marriage, the Martins had two sons, Tom and Sidney 
W. Martin. Haskel was accidentally killed when he 
fell on an open knife, on their ranch near Menard. 

In 1898, the family moved to Tom Green County. 
C.P. worked on the Pulliam Ranch a few years. 

He was appointed deputy sheriff in 1905. At that 
time, Tom Green County prisoners earned their keep 
by working on the chain gang. They did road and 
bridge work under the supervision of C.P. Martin. 
It was during this time he acquired the nickname 
“Captain” or “Cap.” He often kept the prisoners in 
camp when a large project was in progress. 

When Tom Green County purchased the first road 
grader, Cap gave up the horse-drawn equipment to 
operate his first self-powered machine. For years 
after the road grader, he refused to drive a car. He 
felt much more comfortable with his horses and road 
grader. 

Finally, when he became county road super- 
intendent, he was forced into a car, which he never 
really enjoyed. 

The last years of his life were spent as part of Sid 
and Rose Martin’s family. All members of that family 
were richly blessed with his loving kindness, sage 
advice, wit, humor, and great stories of his early life. 
On March 10, 1936, a fatal siege of pneumonia took 
him away, but his teachings and memories live on. 

by Eunice Yadon 


MARTIN, JAMES EARL, SR. and 
ORESSA (MONSEY) 


James Earl Martin, Sr. was born January 30, 1922, 
at Ralls, Texas, the youngest of three sons of Thomas 
H. Martin and Octavia (DeLoach) Martin. The family 
farmed near Snyder, Texas. Young James was 
fascinated with the subject of steam power. He drew 
designs of futuristic airplanes and automobiles. He 
sustained a neck injury while riding a burro, an injury 
which did not keep him from serving in the merchant 
marine, the Navy, the Air Force, and the Army, during 


James Earl Martin, Sr. at Angleton in 1980 


World War II and the Korean conflict. He studied 
mechanical design at a technical school, worked in 
the engineering department of a glider plant, and 
inspected airframe assemblies in factories on the west 
coast. But eventually the neck injury left him with a 
nervous condition classified as totally and perman- 
ently disabling. 

Oressa Monsey was born February 15, 1921, at 
Ranger, Texas, the younger daughter of Autrey A. 
Monsey and Jessie (Rodgers) Monsey. The family 
moved to San Angelo in 1928. Oressa graduated from 
San Angelo High School in 1937, attended San 
Angelo Junior College the following year, and then 
took a secretarial course at San Angelo Business 
College. She typed invoices at Alamo Iron Works 
for two years, then left to do war work instructing 
mechanics at Spartan School of Aeronautics, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. She worked as a Federal government 
procurement inspector for two years at the B-17 
modification center in Cheyenne, Wyoming, and 
twelve years at the Convair plant in Fort Worth. 
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Oressa Martin, at 50 Year Reunion of San Angelo 
High School, Class of 1937 


During the latter assignment, she attended Texas 
Christian University evening classes and earned a 
B.S. in Commerce in 1948. 

Oressa was back in San Angelo, working at 
Goodfellow Air Force Base, when she and James 
married August 13, 1964. James spent a lot of time 
alone at home, thinking about world class problems: 
the ozone layer, air pollution, oil shortages, poverty. 
His solution was an internal expansion vapor engine 
for which he was granted a U.S. Patent No. 
3,695,036, October 3, 1972. He assembled some 
parts of the engine according to that design but did 
not complete a prototype. For one thing, he was 
concerned about the available sealing devices. 
Besides, he was thinking of an improved version by 
the time he received the patent. 

In 1979, James and Oressa moved to Angleton, 
Texas, where Oressa worked as a subcontract 
administrator on two construction projects: the 
strategic petroleum reserve job near Freeport for a 
year, and the South Texas nuclear power plant near 
Bay City for two years. 

James died at Angleton, August 12, 1984, and was 
buried in San Angelo at Lawnhaven Cemetery. 
Oressa came home to San Angelo. 

by Oressa Martin 


MARTIN, JAMES SHEPPARD 
“BIT” 


- 


James Sheppard “Bit” Martin 


James Sheppard “Bit” Martin, born May 30, 1845, 
Matagorda, Texas, son of an English physician. His 
father, James E., was sheriff of Matagorda County 
in 1850. The family had moved to Gonzales County 
in 1862, where “Bit” enlisted in the Confederate 
Army. As a cavalry man, the war took him into 
Alabama, Mississippi and Tennessee, being paroled 
at Jackson, Mississippi, May 13, 1865. Issued Texas 
pension Number 12460. 

He met Fannie Alice Murray (daughter of John 
and Ann Murray), born March 17, 1853, Coffeeville, 
Mississippi. They married January 7, 1869, and 
returned to Texas with the Murrays. The Martins 
were Methodist. 
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Bit, Alice and the Murrays came to this area from 
Gonzales County in 1872. Bit built a house and 
established the Burke’s Creek Ranch between 
Christoval and Knickerbocker. The Murrays 
established a ranch at the head of Lopas Creek, 
between Sherwood and Arden, a hollow near 
Ketchum Mountain. 

Bit moved again, this time to Ben Ficklin. He 
freighted lumber from Austin by ox team to build a 
two story hotel. Unfortunately, the hotel and the town 
washed away during the 1882 flood. Flood waters 
were rising fast and a relative of Bit’s asked him if 
he was going to sit, while his family washed away. 
Bit got the team and hack ready and put his family 
in it. He tried to get Charlie Metcalfe’s mother and 
sister to come with him. She refused and they were 
washed away with 64 other Ben Ficklians. The 
flooding caused the dead to leave their graves and 
float downstream. Bit’s family got out just in time. 

A friend, Jonathan Miles, gave Bit some property 
on 4th Street. He built a house, lived there until May, 
1884, returning to Burke’s Creek Ranch. The 
Murrays lived there until their deaths in 1883. They 
were buried in Oakes Street Cemetery, where Edison 
Junior High School is now. August, 1884, “Bit” 
moved to Sherwood, building a home, the first with 
a double fireplace. The two-story, triple-gabled house 
still stands, 1986. 

His children: Cora Ann Lucas, born February 9, 
1870, died October 20, 1923; Nina Lee Jones born 
September 27, 1873, died January 1, 1971; Bertha 
May McGuire born April 28, 1875, died October 11, 
1907; Clara Alice Leuszler Ray born May 4, 1878, 
died January 7, 1973; Lema James McGuire born 
March 25, 1882, died April 26, 1970; John Fisher 
“Fish” Martin, born May 4, 1884, died June 28, 1982; 
Bernice Wilson Ratliff Smith, born August 15, 1886, 
died October 11, 1965; Patrick Murray Martin born 
September 6, 1892, died April 22, 1960. 


Senbabd Texas. House built new by James S. S. 
Martin 


Bit had several ranches and a farm near Sherwood, 
living at each location from time to time. He helped 
build the first irrigation dam at Sherwood. He 
operated a confectionery at Sherwood when he died. 
He served as both Justice of the Peace and Hide and 
Animal Inspector for Irion County. 

Bit died May 23, 1910. Alice died October 28, 
1897. Both are buried at Sherwood. 

by Tommy Gatlin 


MARTIN, JOHN FISHER 
“FISH” 


What follows was told to Tommy Gatlin by “Fish” 
in interviews in 1973, 1975, 1976. 
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Front, L to R: Fish Martin, Sam Cox. Back: Mitch 
Owens, Walter Anderson, Vernon Jackson. Photo 
taken in San Angelo, TX in 1902 


He grew up in Sherwood. His occupations were 
many and varied in his long and colorful life. Fish 
was born May 4, 1884. He accompanied his daddy, 
“Bit,” Hide and Animal Inspector, to area ranches in 
a buggy. 

Bit caught a lot of wild mustangs, giving some to 
Fish for pets. It was easy work. Bit rode into a bunch 
of mustangs, overtook one and held it until the rest 
were out of sight. “Those little horses had big tails 
that dragged the ground, picking up many cockle- 
burrs. Their mane came down to their knees and the 
foretop over their eyes. When they ran they had to 
sling their head, to see where they were going.” Fish 
had several pet mustangs - he bottle fed five of them. 
“They were plum gentle pets, those little round 
bodied horses, gentle as a cat.’’ His father gave these 
ponies Fish’s own brand, FI on the shoulder, SH on 
the hip, in big box letters. 

At 16, Fish became a horse jingler on Ed Jackson’s 
09 Ranch. He took his bedroll, tarp, saddle, boots, 
spurs and youthful energy. A horse jingler took care 
of the saddle horses on the ranch. There were some 
100 horses. Each cowboy had 7 horses, riding one 
half a day, grazing them, 3 1/2 days. He made the 
remuda and helped the camp cook. In time, he made 
cowpuncher, $20.00 a month. 

On the twelfth day of the twelfth month in 1912, 
Fish went to work as foreman, for the Cargile 
Brothers on the Rocky Ranch. There were 8 ranches 
to look after, roundups, branding, shearing and dip- 
ping sheep - everything to be done on a ranch, Fish 
saw that it was done. He stayed there about 15 years. 

Fish reminisces about the roundups. “Night 
overtakes us. Those on guard duty ride circles around 
the cattle to make sure they don’t graze off or get up 
and walk off. If you stand guard right, you’ re moving 
all the time cause the cattle got to hear the horse’s 
feet. But when that quits, and they all go to sleep, 
that’s when you got to be most careful. If you get an 
ole green boy who don’t know much about cow- 
boying, he’s liable to stampede the cattle, acciden- 
tally. Like he might just ride up, maybe get to talking, 
roll a cigarette and strike a match. Worst thing is to 
strike a match. Those cattle just run, dead run.” 

“Daytime is better. The cook has frijoles, big thick 
bacon and great bread. The cook made bread from 
flour, baking powder and water. Just pat the dough 
real thin, put it in a dutch oven and it would come up 


fluffy. Once in awhile they killed a beef and 
barbecued it. Get a piece of bread, eat off the ribs, 
and get some coffee - then standing guard wasn’t so 
bad.” 

By 1906 Fish had married. His son, Otha, was 
born at Sherwood. In 1909 found him in Roswell, 
New Mexico, where his daughter, Cleo, was born. 
He came back to Sherwood in 1910, when his father 
died. 

After leaving the Cargiles, he went to Arizona, 
where he ran a tourist court. His wife died, he sold 
out and returned to San Angelo in 1968. Fish intended 
to lease a small ranch and run about 1000 ewes. The 
fact that he was 84 years old didn’t phase him but 
the price of land - not 30 cents an acre but $3.00, 
and the price of sheep, did. 

Fish’s philosophy: “Give it a try - you bet.” 

He ran a second-hand store on North Chadbourne 
until arthritis, his only health problem, forced him 
to retire in the 1970’s. He died in San Angelo in 
1982. He is buried in Sherwood Cemetery near his 
father, mother, and brother, Patrick. 

For additional information on “Fish” and “Bit” 
Martin, see the West Texas Genealogical Collection 
at Angelo State University. 

by Tommy Gatlin 


MARTIN, SAMUEL CLARK and 
ELBINA LUCINDA 
(TERRY) 


Thomas Allen Martin and Samuel Clark Martin 


Samuel Clark Martin was born in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, on May 22, 1853. His father was Allen 
Martin, and his mother’s maiden name was Maria 
Shackleford Rowland. Sam Martin was the sixth 
child of 11 children born to his father, Allen Martin. 

Elbina Lucinda Terry was born in Clarksville, 
Red River County, Texas, on March 25, 1858. Her 
father was John Terry, and her mother’s maiden name 
was Lucinda Reed. Bina, as she was called, was the 
eleventh child of 11 children. She had six brothers 
and four sisters, although one brother and one sister 
died before she was born. 


Thank Heaven large families were the rule then, 
or some of us wouldn’t be here. It makes one stop 
and ponder about what wonderful families we would 
have now if it was still the rule today, doesn’t it? 

Sam and Bina were married December 31, 1874, 
in Clarksville, Red River County, Texas. They must 
have really loved children and large families, too, 
because they not only both came from large families, 
but they had 14 children of their own. There were 
nine boys and five girls. 

They moved from Red River County, where they 
both were raised, to West Texas, in the year of 1882. 
This was a long hard journey, as they made the trip 
with an ox and wagon. they first settled in Kimble 
County and were living there when the Indians made 
their last raid on that county. 

In the year of 1898, they moved to Tom Green 
County, where they established a ranch. The Martin 
ranch was later known as the Stansberry ranch. The 
Martin family lived on this ranch until they sold it, 
in the year of 1902. They then established a ranch in 
Schleicher County, near the Rudd Community. 

The names and birth dates of Sam and Bina’s 14 
children are: Maria Lucinda, born December 10, 
1875; Samuel Lee, October 22, 1876; John Allen, 
December 26, 1878; my grandmother, Maggie 
Elbina, January 4, 1881; Minnie Terry, December 
25, 1882: Charles James, December 19, 1883; 
Thomas Reed, November 30, 1885; an infant son, 
November 5, 1887; Lewis Pat, September 26, 1888; 
an infant son, September 8, 1890; Annie Molete, 
March 27, 1892; an infant son, April 18, 1894; Effie 
Lucinda, September 8, 1896; an infant son, July 16, 
1899. 

Sam Martin passed away at his ranch in Schleicher 
County on February 6, 1917, and is buried at 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. Bina Martin 
also passed away at their ranch in Schleicher County, 
on January 23, 1936, and is also buried at Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


MARTIN, SIDNEY W. 


Sidney W. Martin was born in San Angelo, 
September 22, 1898, to Cisney P. (Cap) Martin 
(August 9, 1870-March 10, 1936) and Clara Cox 
Martin (July 23, 1871-December 23, 1905). Sid’s 
half brother Haskel Roland died at age nine. His 
brother, Tom, resides in Simi, California. 

The two boys attended San Angelo public schools 
until the death of their grandparents, Hugh and 
Margaret Cox. They then decided to go west, 
working on ranches. Sid, after working in a logging 
camp near Flagstaff, Arizona, returned to San 
Angelo (1920), starting a 25 year career with Tom 
Green County. 

On December 9, 1922, Sid was married to Rose 
Bryan (December 6, 1904-November 21, 1984). Her 
parents, Thomas J. (1874-1932) and Nancy Elizabeth 
Bryan (1872-1924) had moved their family to the 
Carlsbad area about 1913 from near Farmersville, 
Louisiana. 

Children: Eunice Clara, Ernestine Grace 
(October 15, 1927-1938), Cisney P. (1935-1938), 
Leslie Wayne, and Alice Beth. Eunice married 
Russell T. (Rusty) Yadon; Leslie married Dorris 
Swift; and Alice married Carrol Flynn. 

Grandchildren: Dennis Dwayne Yadon married 
Donna Mae Boyd; Ted Graham Yadon married 
Elizabeth Ann (Liz) Price - Alpine. Terry and Tommy 
Martin - Lubbock. Alice Maurine Flynn married 


Terry Cooke - U.S. Navy. Evelyn Flynn - San 
Angelo. 

Great-grandchildren: Dusty Shawn and Carry 
Dawn Yadon of Alpine, Texas. 

After completing a mechanic course in Kansas 
City, Sid was county shop foreman and later, road 
grader operator in Jake Z. Harper’s precinct. He 
helped with construction of bridges on the West 
Grape Creek Road and Water Valley Park. During 
the 1936 flood, he was instrumental in saving the 
Chadbourne and Oakes Streets bridges. Their home, 
on Avenue A, was filled to capacity with people, who 
were fed, supplied with dry clothing, and sheltered. 

In 1936, the Martins moved to their stock farm in 
Walnut Grove District. A tragic house fire in 1938, 
took the lives of Grace and Cisney. With county- 
wide kindness and support, the remaining family 
rebuilt. Sid and Rose remained there until 1978. 

Sid and Rose Martin avidly supported their 
family, friends, Carlsbad Presbyterian Church, 
Business Men’s Bible Class, and Water Valley 
school. Sid served on the school board twenty-one 
years, nine for Walnut Grove and twelve for Water 
Valley. 

The couple shared their home and means with 
others, provided secondary education for four 
children, their three and Celeste Bryan Lust Jeffries. 
Celeste became a member of their family in 1926. 
She lives in Denver, Colorado, near her daughter, 
Margaret Ann Lust Miller and two granddaughters, 
Lisa and Katie. 

Sid died November 7, 1987. 

by Eunice Yadon 


MARTINEZ, BERNABE 
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Bernabe Martinez 1850-1933 
Born in Camargo, Chihuahua, Mexico. Migrated to 
Knickerbocker in 1879 


Bernabe Martinez was born in Camargo, 
Chihuahua, Mexico, in June, 1850. He married 
Maria del Refugio Jordan, daughter of Ysidoro and 
Juliana Molin Jordan January 8, 1876, at Camargo. 


Three years later Bernabe and his beautiful wife 
Maria migrated to Tom Green County accompanied 
by a close friend, Jose, and Maria’s parents. 

The new environment and strange language were 
no barrier to the newcomers who settled on the 
Tweedy ranch on Dove Creek near Knickerbocker. 
Here the children were born: Ramon, April, 1881; 
Ezequiel, 1882; Guadalupe, 1884; Felipa 1885; 
Juliana 1887; Concepcion 1888; Jesusita 1889 and 
Bernabe, Jr., November 1892. Maria died shortly 
after the birth of Bernabe, Jr. She is buried in the 
County Line Cemetery near the border between Irion 
and Tom Green counties. Bernabe built a stone house 
in the town of Knickerbocker where the children 
grew up. 

Bernabe’s mother-in-law, Juliana Jordan, also died 
when the children were young. Ysidoro Jordan 
assisted in raising the family. They raised their own 
food, and Bernabe, being a tailor, made all their 
clothes and sewed for the public. He was also a 
blacksmith, and was able to make a good living using 
his many talents. His granddaughter, Francisca 
Alcoser, recalls his purchasing fabrics by the bolt, 
fitting gentlemen for suits and sewing late into the 
night. She also recalls his concern that his oldest 
three children, Ramon, Ezequiel and Guadalupe, 
look their best when they played their instruments 
at dances. 

Ramon and Bernabe, Jr. (Chico) married two 
sisters, Luz and Manuela Torres. Juliana and Felipa 
married two brothers Eulalio and Eulogio Ornelas. 
Jesusita married Anselmo Holguin of San Angelo. 

Bernabe Martinez died in 1933 and is buried in 
the Catholic Cemetery at Knickerbocker. Most of 
his descendants live in Tom Green County. 

His great-great-granddaughter Alice Diaz is 
compiling a complete history of his personal life. 

by Odalia Martinez 


MARTINEZ, CHICO and 
MANUELA 


Manuela (62) and Chico Martinez (69), June 15, 
1961 


Bernabe Martinez, Jr., known as Chico, was the 
eighth and last child born to Bernabe Martinez, Sr., 
and Maria del Refugio Jordan Martinez, on 
November 2, 1892. He was born and raised on the 
Tweedy ranch on Dove Creek near Knickerbocker, 
as were his three older brothers and four sisters. His 
parents and grandparents had migrated from Mexico. 
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Chico served his country in the Army in World 
War I and upon his discharge married Manuela 
Torres, daughter of pioneers Toribio Torres and 
Lorenza Gallegos Torres. They made their home on 
the beloved Tweedy ranch where all their children 
were born: a daughter Cruz, in 1928; three sons: 
Eliseo (Eli) in 1930, Bernabe, 3rd, in 1932 and Paul 
in 1933. 

While Chico faithfully performed his ranch duties, 
Manuela was busy raising vegetables, turkeys and 
chickens. What she didn’t share with neighbors and 
relatives, she sold or preserved. To help with house- 
hold expenses, she picked cotton and pecans along 
Dove Creek. She also made most of the family’s 
clothes. Besides their devotion to each other and their 
children, Manuela and Chico attended regularly the 
Knickerbocker Catholic Church of the Immaculate 
Conception and saw to its needs. 

The Martinez children grew up in a friendly and 
fun-filled atmosphere. They recall evenings when 
they watched their father shoe the horses for the ranch 
and neighbors. After the chores were done, they 
would race their father to the house where he 
proceeded to make candy and played the harmonica 
for his young ones while they enjoyed the goodies. 
Weekends were filled with the excitement of visitors 
and cookouts on Dove Creek. Then there were the 
community dances where all the families came, and 
Chico and Manuela were the first on the dance floor. 
The parties were never complete until Chico per- 
formed, doing his famous jig. Meanwhile, the 
children played games and shared tales. 

The Martinez children attended schools at 
Knickerbocker, Mertzon, and San Angelo. 

Cruz, born 1923, married Roy Castillo and they 
have lived in San Angelo since their marriage. Their 
son Mario lives in Washington, D.C. 

The three sons, after serving in the armed forces, 
married and settled in San Angelo. Eli, born 1929, 
married Emilia Jacquez; Bernabe (Barney), born 
1931, married Amelia Obledo; and Paul, born 1933, 
married Odalia Fuentez. 

Chico and Manuela lived on the Tweedy ranch 
until an automobile accident claimed their lives in 
February, 1964. They were loved and respected by 
all who knew them. They are survived by their four 
children, 15 grandchildren, and 10 great-grand- 
children. 

by Odalia Martinez 


MARTINEZ, RAMON II 


Ramon Martinez II, one of several children of 
Ramon and Luz (Torres) Martinez, was born 
October 9, 1916, and raised on the Tweedy ranch at 
Knickerbocker. His parents’ place was the first you 
arrived at, coming from town. Next lived Ecolastico 
(Coley) and Eliza (Torres) Lara, while farther up 
lived Bernabe (Chico) and Manuela (Torres) 
Martinez. 

Ramon, Sr. and Coley were in charge of the farm: 
planting, cultivating, and gathering crops. Chico was 
in charge of livestock and cowboys. Henry Smith 
was the best cowboy ever. 

When young Ramon was about four or five years 
old, the tragic news came that the Tweedy home, 
farther upstream, had burned during the night. He 
remembers going with the family and his mother 
holding his hand as she cried silently, searching 
through the ashes for anything the fire might have 
spared for the Tweedy family. 
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The following weeks his father, uncles and 
grandfather, Bernabe, worked hard to rebuild the 
house. Suddenly his grandfather fell from the ladder, 
landing on a mattock that penetrated his upper leg. 
Due to extensive bleeding, he was taken to a doctor 
in San Angelo. It’s not clear if the house was rebuilt 
or not, but he remembers the beautiful gardens his 
mother grew around the house, and the pride he felt 
helping her. 

He attended school at Knickerbocker, on the 
hilltop across from the Morales place. Mrs. Lucille 
Duncan was the teacher with Mrs. Cybil substituting. 

In the early 1930’s his father retired from the farm, 
moving to the town, where he opened a grocery store 
in part of the elderly Bernabe’s two-story rock house. 

The grandfather (Bernabe) operated a blacksmith 
shop, a barber shop (where he made his son Ezequiel, 
head barber), worked as a tailor, shoe cobbler, and 
carpenter. He built and painted his own coffin, which 
was kept tied to the ceiling on a corner of the house, 
and built a wrought iron fence around his wife’s 
grave, and installed a tombstone marking his own 
burial place in the present day Catholic Cemetery. 

Young Ramon and his brother, Rudolfo, worked 
in the forge, fanning the fire for the grandfather’s 
smithy work. 

The Ramon Martinez family moved to San Angelo 
about 1936 or 1938. After serving Uncle Sam, young 
Ramon married Irene Duke, daughter of David and 
Lupe (Lujan) Duke, on June 14, 1947. They raised 
one daughter, Margaret, and four sons: Richard, 
Ramon III, Victor and David Michael. 

He worked for many years for Dr. Schulze, in 
charge of the beautiful gardens. Recuperating from 
delicate heart surgery, he still minds yards, now and 
then, but dedicates most time to his wife, children, 
and grandchildren. 

by Rose Duke 


MASON - HOLLOWAY 
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Frank B. Mason Family - 1887 
Pictured from left to right: Father - Frank Mason, 
Daughter on his arm - Manie Clark Mason, daughter 
standing - Rena Burge Mason, Son sitting - Milton 
Moore Mason, Son standing - George Holloway 
Mason, Mother - Katharine Holloway Mason, Baby 
- Fannie Bush (Fafa) Mason 


Frank Batsil Mason was born December 14, 1843, 
in Frankfort, Kentucky. His parents were George 
Mason and Fannie Bush of Kentucky. On August 
12, 1875, Frank Mason married Katherine Stockwell 
Holloway. It was a grand double wedding which was 
held in Miss Holloway’s brother’s home, Col. James 
Hillyer Holloway of Winchester, Kentucky. 
Katherine Holloway married Frank Mason and her 
sister, Laura, married Mr. Mason’s good friend, 
Edward B. Clark. 


Katherine Holloway was born December 24, 1853, 
in Henderson, Kentucky to William Starling 
Holloway, and Mary Hart Hillyer, a very old and 
prominent family of Henderson. At the home of 
Katherine’s grandparents, Major John Holloway and 
Anne Starling Holloway, John James Audubon 
painted his famous “Wild Turkey Cock.” J.J. 
Audubon often visited the Holloway Farm and it was 
on one of these visits that Katherine Holloway’s, 
Aunt Rebecca Holloway, was to have held the bird 
while Audubon painted it. This event has become a 
family tradition to tell and has been passed down 
through the generations. 

Six children were born to Frank and Katherine 
Mason: George Holloway was born in 1876 and died, 
unmarried. Rena Burge was born in 1877 and married 
Sam Seeley Dowty. Marie Clark was born in 1880 
and married Carl Edgar Stowe. Pickney Thompson 
was born in 1884 and died the following year. Milton 
Moore was born in 1886, and Fannie Bush (Fafa) 
was born in 1887 and married William L. Hughes. 

The Masons came to Texas in 1877 by stage coach 
from Kentucky. They settled in San Angelo around 
1887 where Mr. Mason had invested in some 
undeveloped lots. The family lived on Gillis street 
where the old Tom Green County Library building 
is now. During these early days the San Angelo water 
system consisted of water taken from the North 
Concho River where the Bryant Blvd. Bridge is now. 
Barrels were filled with this water and taken through 
town and sold for ten cents a barrel. Those residents 
wanting water displayed a white flag, and the water 
purchased was used for drinking, cooking, and 
bathing. The family also witnessed the parade of 
soldiers on the day Fort Concho closed. 

Mr. Frank Mason died September 19, 1920 in San 
Angelo where he had been a merchant and 
bookkeeper until ill health forced him to retire. 

Mrs. Katherine Mason died while visiting her 
sister, Laura Clark, in Orlando, Florida, on February 
19, 1917. Mrs. Mason was one of the earliest 
members of the First Presbyterian Church in San 
Angelo, a devoted Christian and was loved and 
missed by many at her death. 

by Holly Keeney 


MASON - STOWE 


Manie Mason Stowe, wife of Carl Edgar Stowe 


Manie Clark Mason, the daughter of Frank B. 
Mason and Katherine Holloway Mason, was born 
in Luling, Texas on January 22, 1880. Manie mar- 
ried Mr. Carl Edgar Stowe at her parents’ home on 
February 4, 1904. They were married by the 
Reverend Siler of the First Presbyterian Church. 

Carl Edgar Stowe was born April 6, 1877 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee to Andrew and Mary Emily 
Stowe. Ed Stowe was the manager of C.H. Cox and 
Company, a wholesale produce house in San Angelo 
at the time of their marriage. Soon after Ed and 
Manie married, they moved to San Antonio where 
he owned and operated the Stowe Produce and 
Wholesale Company. 

June 23, 1918, a baby girl was born to Manie and 
Ed after fourteen years of marriage. Tragedy struck 
the family as Ed died February 8, 1921. Their 
daughter, Katherine (Kate) Holloway, was only 
three years old. Manie and baby Kate returned to 
San Angelo to be with family and friends, but tragedy 
struck again. The day after Christmas, December 
26, 1925, Manie died. Kate, then only seven, went 
to live with her Mother’s sister, Rena Mason Dowty 
and her husband Sam. She was raised by her Aunt 
Rena and Uncle Sam with very special love and care 
until her graduation from High School. After 
graduation she moved to College Station, Texas to 
live with her Aunt Fafa Hughes and while there, 
attended Texas A&M. In 1938 she moved to San 
Antonio, Texas to work at Fort Sam Houston as a 
Quartermaster’s Assistant. She moved back to San 
Angelo in 1941 and worked 12 to 14 hours per day 
at Mathis Field, working on bomb sites. 

The war ended and Kate was introduced to a 
dashing and handsome young man, Cecil Wilson. 
After a whirl-wind romance, the couple were married 
August 30, 1946, in San Angelo. Cecil was the son 
of Robert Lee Wilson and Beulah Boatright. They 
moved to Colorado for a short time, bur returned 
making San Angelo their permanent home. After 
graduating from San Angelo Business College and 
completing some College Finance courses, Cecil 
took a job at Goodfellow Air Force Base in the 
Accounting and Finance Department. Cecil faith- 
fully served thirty years at Goodfellow, until his 


retirement in 1977. Injuries received in an airplane 
crash during World War II in France, prevented his 
continued employment. In March of 1981, Cecil 
was struck by a massive and fatal heart attack, and 
two years later on June 1, 1983, his beloved Kate 
joined him in death. 

To Cecil and Kate Wilson, three children were 
born. Cecil Ray and Linda Kay, twins, were born 
June 3, 1947. The twins were born premature, and 
Cecil Ray died 15 hours later. Linda Kay survived 
and married Larry Lee of Hart, Texas. They have 
one daughter, Tanya Lynn and live in San Angelo. 
The third child, Holly Ann, was born August 18, 
1949. She married Gene Price Keeney of San Angelo 
and they have three daughters, Krispin Ann, Fran 
Elizabeth, and Rebecca Holloway, all living in San 
Angelo. 

by Holly Keeney 


MASSEY, WILLIAM L. 


William L. Massey was born October 6, 1832 in 
Mississippi. His wife, E. Albany Rodgers, was born 
in Mississippi on October 10, 1834. They had four 
children before coming to Texas. They were: 
Quitman (1854), Mary, called Mag (1858), Emma 
(1860) and Thomas (1863). 

Thomas was born after Massey left to serve the 
Confederacy in the Civil War. It took Massey over 
one year to rejoin his family after the close of the 
war. 

When the family arrived in Texas, they settled in 
Killeen, Lampasas County. Three other children were 
born in Texas. They were: William H. (1867), Hattie 
(1872), and Cornelia Bell (1874). Mag married 
John Swope; Hattie married Jeff Byrd; Nelia mar- 
ried Matt Johnson. 


Left: Mary (Mag) Massey Swope, daughter of right: 
E. Albany Rodgers Massey (mother and daughter) 


The family moved to Mullins Community, Tom 
Green County, in the early 1880’s. Son, Quitman, 
was married by this time and he and his wife, Mary, 
remained in Killeen with their children. 

Being a farmer, Massey was drawn to the flat 
fertile farmland of eastern Tom Green County. There 
was only one house between Mullins and Eden at 
the time the family arrived. 

The family was active in church. Massey taught 
Sunday school in the Mullins school where all faiths 
met and worshipped together. Albany was recognized 
as the oldest member of the Home Demonstration 
Club in Texas before her death at the age of 92. 

After the death of their daughter, Hattie, William 
and Albany made their home with their son-in-law, 
Jeff Byrd, in the Byrd Community. They helped 
Byrd care for his four young daughters. Two other 
granddaughters, Lena and Clara Massey, children of 
Quitman Massey, were living with the family also. 


Cornelia Bell Massey, daughter of William L. and 
Albany Massey. Taken in Ballinger before her 
marriage to Matt Johnson 


William L. Massey died September 30, 1902, and 
his wife, Albany, spent the remainder of her life 
living with her children. She died March 28, 1926. 
Both are buried in Mullins Cemetery near Veribest. 

by Jo Johnson 


MASSIE, ROBERT and 
MARY (PAYNE) 


Robert Massie 


Robert Massie lived the “great American dream,” 
starting with nothing and amassing a fortune, 
becoming a true West Texas pioneer and with his 
wife, Mary, contributing generously to Tom Green 
County. 

Born April 20, 1987, in Aberdeen, Scotland, into 
a good family of modest means, Massie, as a teenager 
(probably 14-16 years), went to Canada where he 
worked for the Grand Trunk Line. In 1883, he 
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Mary Payne Massie 


traveled to Colorado City, Texas, an early railroad 
center. He worked for A.G. Anderson, who operated 
a large sheep ranch in Pecos County, and Massie took 
much of his pay in ewe lambs, starting his own flock 
and running them on what was then free range. 

Along with his lifelong friend, J.M. Shannon, 
Massie began acquiring land in Crockett County. 
Both would become very successful and both would 
contribute much to their communities. 

Massie and Mary Payne were married in 1910. A 
teacher and artist, she was born April 23, 1869, in 
Weimar, Texas. She was active in civic and social 
events in San Angelo and was a tireless worker for 
the First Methodist Church, especially youth work. 

Having no children themselves, the Massies 
reared his niece and nephew, Isabel and Archie Bean, 
after the deaths of their parents. They also sponsored 
and started two other nephews, George and Ed Bean, 
in Crockett County ranching. The Massies also reared 
an adopted daughter, Nettie. All inherited part of the 
ranch holdings. 

One of the organizers of Wool Growers Central 
Storage in San Angelo, Massie served as its president 
from its formation February 9, 1909, until his death. 
He founded and operated Robert Massie Furniture 
Store and Robert Massie Funeral Home, and with 
his wife made San Angelo his permanent home in 
1910. He also served as a director of Central National 
Bank, was a founder and director of Ozona National 
Bank, and was elected president of the Texas Wool 
and Mohair Association when it was organized. 

When Massie died, June 10, 1931, a host of friends 
and associates paid their respects, including some 
35 wool buyers who gathered at the St. Angelus Hotel 
and walked in a group to the First Methodist Church 
for services. A later Standard-Times tribute stated, 
“When Robert Massie died a few years ago, there 
disappeared from the walks of man, a personage that 
ranchmen who knew him will never forget.” 

Four months later, October 17, 1931, Mrs. Massie 
died, but the couple left a lasting memorial, the 
Massie Foundation. They also provided books for 
Tom Green County Library, books for Ozona public 
schools, and gave their home at 815 South Abe for 
use by women’s clubs. 
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Several children of Massie’s niece and nephews 
now live in San Angelo and Crockett County. 
by Jack and Mary Ann Vaughan 


MATSON, LLOYD V. 


Lloyd V. Matson 


Mrs. Lloyd V. Matson 


Lloyd Vernon Matson was born March 28, 1920, 
in Norse, Texas. 

He was the oldest son of Fred Lee and Effie 
Colwick Matson. He was raised on a farm, went to 
Norse school, and was a member of Our Savior 
Lutheran Church. For high school, he went into 
nearby Clifton, Texas. After graduating, he moved 
to San Angelo to be near his uncle and aunt, Carroll 
and Letha Matson. He found employment with 
Hemphill-Wells. 

In 1942, he married Mary Ellis. They had one 
daughter, Mary Helen, wife of Dr. John Wheeler, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Lloyd served in the U.S. Army (European theater) 
during World War II. After the war, he attended the 
University of Edinburgh in Scotland. When he was 


discharged from the U.S. Army, he returned to San 
Angelo and his work at Hemphill-Wells. It was there 
he met Blanche, who was also working for Hemphill- 
Wells. 

Blanche was born April 5, 1926. She was the only 
child of Henry DeCal Horn and Vivian (Chambers) 
Horn. They came to San Angelo in 1928. 

Blanche attended the San Angelo schools until she 
was a senior in high school. In 1942, her parents 
moved to Austin; so she graduated from Austin 
High School. In 1943, she moved to Denton to at- 
tend Texas State College for Women, where she 
received a masters degree in 1952. 

Lloyd graduated from Clifton High School, 
Clifton Junior College, and North Texas State 
University. In 1952, he received his Masters Degree 
from N.T.S.U. 

On November 25, 1948, Lloyd and Blanche were 
married at Little Chapel on the Hill on the campus 
of T.W.U. by Blanche’s beloved uncle, Rev. Walter 
G. Horn. 

In 1951, Lloyd started teaching at Lake View High 
School and Blanche started teaching at Bradford 
Elementary School. 

On December 17, 1952, their daughter, Vivian 
Christianna (Mrs. Michael C. Marro) was born. She 
graduated from San Angelo Central High School and 
Angelo State University. She is a teacher in 
Montgomery, Alabama, and her husband is a Major 
in the Air Force. They have two sons, Matthew 
Christian (4) and Christopher Michael (1). 

Mark DeCal Matson was born May 3, 1958. He 
graduated from Central High School and magna cum 
laude from Angelo State University. In 1984, he 
graduated from Texas Tech University Law School. 
July 25, 1987, Mark married Rebecca Lynn Kettler. 
They live in Austin, Texas, where Mark works as an 
attorney. 

Lloyd is a faithful member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church and has served on their school board for 
many years. 

In the San Angelo schools, Lloyd has been a 
teacher, principal, superintendent and assistant 
superintendent until he retired in July, 1986, after 
35 years of service. 

Blanche served the San Angelo schools as a second 
grade teacher, fourth grade teacher, and sixth grade 
teacher. She loved her students and enjoyed teaching. 
Blanche retired June, 1986, after 31 years of service. 

The Matson family feel blessed to live in San 
Angelo. They are thankful for their many friends and 
loved ones here. To them, life is good in Tom Green 
County. 

by Mrs. Lloyd V. Matson 


MAULDIN, WILLIAM 
FRANKLIN 


In 1940, William Franklin Mauldin (September 
26, 1862-October 16, 1958) wrote a history about 
his family and his career as a nurseryman who sold 
pecan trees. He wrote, “In 1902, I sold the first 
budded pecan trees planted in San Angelo. People 
said they would not grow away from the river bank, 
but I sold many trees and planted them in yards and 
parks in San Angelo. Today, 85% of the shade trees 
planted in San Angelo are pecan trees.” A niece wrote 
to him in 1940, “San Angelo is recognized today as 
the largest pecan shipping center in the world.” 

W. Frank Mauldin sold pecan trees in five states. 
He moved across the southwest and lived in Arizona 
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and California. He provided the pecan trees planted 
in Griffith Park, Los Angeles, as part of a city 
beautification program in the 1930’s. 

The eldest of eleven boys and one girl, he was 
born at San Saba Peak, Texas, and married Roberta 
Harvey in Williamson County, Texas, on December 
25, 1889. Roberta (born September 5, 1868, 
LaGrange - died, February 23, 1954) was the 
daughter of John Sumner Harvey and Emmaline 
Loden. W.F. and Roberta are buried in the family 
plot at Blythe, California. 

Their children were: Vera (born October 5, 1890, 
Sweetwater, - died May 30, 1972. Married John 
Lafayette Powell, born December 18, 1879, 
Grapevine, - died January 31, 1981. Both buried in 
Blythe, California); Harvey Bryant Mauldin (see 
the Kettler family history); Frank Earl (born 
September 3, 1899, Copeland, Texas, married Minnie 
Clifford, both live in Coolidge, Arizona); Leonard 
Robert (born September 26, 1903, San Angelo, 
buried in Del Rio. Married 1) Emma Alice Walker, 
2) Ruth Gould); and Emma Lucile (born May 23, 
1906, San Angelo. Lives in Casa Grande, Arizona. 
Married May 1, 1929, to Lester O’Neill, born 
November 10, 1903, buried in Blythe, California. 
Then Lucile married August 25, 1958, Merle Bell, 
who is now deceased). 

Leonard Mauldin and his nephew, John Ellsworth 
Powell, were prominent architects in San Angelo and 
other areas of Texas. 

W.F. Mauldin’s ancestors were John Bryant 
Mauldin (born July 8, 1838, Hardeman County, 
Tennessee-died, June 16, 1911, buried at 
Brownwood, Greenleaf Cemetery, which has some 
of the Mauldin family history) married December 
3, 1861, to Sarah Matilda Culpepper (born 
September 1, 1839, Chambers County, Alabama- 
died January 20, 1913, and buried in the same 
cemetery). John Bryant was the son of William Poe 
“Dr. Billy” Mauldin (born April 8,1805, Edgefield 
County, South Carolina-died June 28, 1899, 
Lampasas County, Texas) who married Susan Jane 
Bryant (born January 1, 1807, Berkeley County, 
Virginia-died, February 20, 1847, Gonzales County, 
Texas). Dr. Billy was the son of James Mauldin and 
Mary Berry. James’ parents were John Mauldin and 
Sarah White. 


The Wm. F. Mauldin Family, c. 1946 


Sarah Matilda Culpepper was the daughter of 
Francis Gillespie Culpepper (born January 31, 1804, 
Lexington District, South Carolina-died, October 
21, 1903, Lavaca County, Texas) who married 
Eglentine Langley (born April 6, 1810, South 
Carolina-died April 3, 1888, Lavaca County, Texas). 
Francis was the son of John William Culpepper (born 
October 1, 1772, Lexington District, South Carolina- 
died May 13, 1855, Randolph County, Alabama) who 
married on May 18, 1794 Nancy Gillespie (born 
1778, St. David’s Parish Cheraws District, South 
Carolina -died July 25, 1848, Randolph County, 
Alabama). 

by Glenna F. Mauldin 


MAURER, BOB and LYDIA 


Bob, Lydia and Toby Maurer moved to San 
Angelo in May, 1985, from Grand Junction, 
Colorado. We are professional artists and operate 
“Maurer’s Art School and Studio” at The Old 
Chicken Farm Art Center, located at 2505 N. 
Randolph. In Grand Junction and Lake City we had 
owned and operated “The Artists’ Workshop” since 
1972. 

Bob hails from Brooklyn, New York, Lydia from 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts. We were both born in 
1928. We received our formal art training during the 
fifties in New York City: Bob at Cooper Union and 
The School of Visual Art: Lydia at Traphagen School 
of Fashion. Art is our profession. 

In 1959 we moved to Denver, Colorado. Bob 
operated his own art studio and was the art director 
for ABC-TV. Lydia free-lanced as a fashion illus- 
trator while raising their three children, Marc Eric 
and twin girls, Kim and Lisa. We moved to Boulder 
in 1969 when Bob took the position of graphic 
designer for The National Center for Atmospheric 
Research. A son, Toby, was born that year. 

It was our love for quiet living and the out-of- 
doors that lured us to the western slope, where we 
purchased a 100-year-old cabin in Lake City, high 
in the San Juan mountains. Our direction shifted 
from commercial to fine art. Bob designed and we 
built our own gallery and studio. The townspeople 
surprised us with an old fashioned barn raising. They 
and visiting tourists helped us, too. 


The team-teacher concept developed through the 
urging of Mrs. Dwain Dodson, a San Angeloan. We 
became proficient in the art of serigraphy and 
established an offset printing business, as well. In 
1977, we began wintering in Grand Junction so the 
children would not have to travel 54 miles to school 
in Gunnison. We painted and taught classes privately 
and at the Western Colorado Center for the Arts. Our 
workshops have been conducted in Colorado, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Arizona, and Texas. Our works 
are in private and corporate collections throughout 
the world. 

by Lydia Maurer 


MAYER, ABE 


Abe Mayer was born in San Antonio, on 
September 28, 1877, the son of Yetta Steiner Mayer 
and Ferdinand both of German birth. The family 
moved to Fort McKavett, one of the last frontier 
posts of Texas, in 1879. His father operated F. 
Mayer General Merchandise store on the banks of 
the San Saba River. At the time the Post was active 
no outside merchant could operate on the Post. 

Abe Mayer attended school in Fort McKavett and 
San Antonio. From Fort McKavett the Mayers 
moved their mercantile store to Sonora while the 
family remained on a ranch at Middle Valley. The 
town, Mayer, just over the Sutton County line in 
Schleicher County, was the site of the ranch 
headquarters, the place being given the name in 
honor of its first settlers and still bearing the name 
today. Abe Mayer started ranching there in 1896, 
first as F. Mayer and Sons. In 1897 he moved to 
Sutton County and the firm became known as the T- 
Half Circle. 

In 1899 Abe Mayer married Emma Lee in Fort 
McKavett. She was the daughter of Bridgit Feely 
Lee and Thomas Henry Lee who had moved there 
in 1879 to operate a government freight business. 
Emma Lee and Abe Mayer lived on the T-Half 
Circle Ranch and began operating as Sol Mayer and 
Brother. 

In 1907 Abe Mayer sold his interest to Sol Mayer 
and moved to San Angelo. In 1909 he moved to the 
Howard Wells Ranch in Crockett County owned by 
the Val Verde Land and Cattle Company. In 1910 he 
bought controlling interest in the livestock and signed 
a ten-year lease for the ranch. While operating the 
Crockett County ranch in 1915, he bought a ranch 
on the Middle Concho River in Irion and Tom 
Green Counties from Bird and Mertz, and later 
adjoining acreage from the Shaw and Reeves 
Partnership and Tom Pulliam. He put in wire fencing 
and started running sheep. 

He served as President of the Texas Sheep and 
Goat Raisers’ Association and was a member of the 
Regional Agricultural Credit Corporation. He helped 
organize the Texas Production Credit Association. 
He served as the Vice President of the San Angelo 
National Bank for twenty-five years and was a 
director of the San Angelo Stock Show Association 
since its organization. 

Emma and Abe Mayer’s four children include two 
daughters, Miss Gladys Marie Mayer (b. 1900) of 
San Angelo and Mrs. Len M. Mertz (Ernestine b. 
1901) also of San Angelo; and two sons, Joe B. 
Mayer (1902-1974) of San Angelo and Abe Mayer, 
Jr. (1905-1964) of Roswell, New Mexico. 

Abe Mayer died May 11, 1948. Mrs. Mayer 
preceded him in death November 21, 1946. 

by Gladys Mayer; Mrs. Len M. Mertz; 
Katie Mertz Johnson 
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MAYER, EDWIN S. 


Edwin S. Mayer 


Minnie H. Mayer 


Edwin Mayer also became a prominent San 
Angeloan. He was, in the 1930s, president and 
manager of the Lone Star Wool and Mohair Co-op 
which handled several million dollars worth of wool 
and mohair. He was a director of the San Angelo 
National Bank from 1931-1940. Edwin became a 
partner with his father in the ranching business 
raising sheep, cattle and goats. He was also a director 
and past president of the Texas Sheep and Goat 
Raiser’s Association. He was vice-president of the 
National Wool Growers from 1934-1936 and was 
on the board of directors and executive committee 
of the Wool Bureau in New York City, an 
international organization engaged in promoting and 
advertising wool. He also served as a member of the 
Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raiser’s Association 
and the American National Cattlemen’s Association. 

Edwin Mayer married Minnie Hirsh in 1926, and 
both were very instrumental in the origination of the 
San Angelo Symphony. Minnie was an accomplished 
musician, having been a concert pianist before she 
married. Edwin served his country in both World 
Wars, in the U.S. Army Signal Corps and in the Air 
Force. 
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A life-long Republican, he was a firm believer in 
making Texas a two-party state and in 1958, ran for 
governor of Texas, the first Republican candidate 
for that office since Reconstruction days. He was a 
presidential elector three times, once for Wilkie and 
twice for Eisenhower. 

Like his father before him, Edwin also worked 
actively for the Boy Scouts, being a member of the 
Executive Council of the Concho Valley Council and 
the 9th Region, Boy Scouts of America. He was also 
on the National Council. 

Another facet in Edwin’s work with youth was 
his connection with Boys Ranch of West Texas which 
he helped to establish, and was instrumental in 
getting his parents, Sol and Ernestine Mayer, to 
donate the land. 

Edwin and Minnie were both Christian Scientists 
and were members of the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist in San Angelo and both served variously 
on the board and as readers in this church. 

In all these activities, as a leader in Republican 
politics, in the Christian Science Church, in ranching, 
in banking, in Boy Scouting, and in the promotion 
of cultural affairs, Edwin Mayer shared in the 
development of the West Texas community. He was 
a great believer in the value of individual initiative 
and in individual responsibility and a creed based 
upon this attitude characterized his busy, successful 
life. 

To their union were born five children: Edwin, 
Jr., Ralph, Robert, Doris and Richard, all of whom 
still reside in West Texas. Family records can be 
found at the Fort Concho Museum and the Tom 
Green County Library in the book: Memoir and 
Genealogy of the Ferdinand and Jette Steiner Mayer 
family, 1832-1971. 

Edwin died in 1963, Minnie in 1974. 

by Robert F. Mayer 


MAYER, GLADYS M. 


Gladys Marie Mayer was born March 16, 1900, 
in Sonora, the daughter of Emma Lee and Abe 
Mayer, a pioneer West Texas ranching and banking 
family. 

She moved to San Angelo with her family and 
attended school at Fort Concho. As a seventeen-year 
old she went to San Antonio for training in how to 
make surgical dressings, which was a vital skill so 
necessary in World War I. Returning to her home, 
she traveled to all the area towns teaching this skill 
to others aiding the war effort. She continued this 
work as Co-Chairman for Surgical Dressing during 
World War II. 

She graduated from high school in San Angelo 
and upon graduation she attended college at Scovill 
School in New York City. Miss Mayer also attended 
Columbia University, the New York Art Institute, and 
Parsons School of Design. After graduation, she 
worked as draper for Harry Collins, a top fashion 
designer of his era. 

Long active in civic and philanthropic affairs, she 
was a member of the St. John’s Hospital Board of 
Trustees for more than 30 years and served as the 
board’s liaison between the staff doctors and the 
Sisters of Charity. Miss Mayer organized the first 
hospital guild in San Angelo at St. John’s Hospital. 

Miss Mayer organized and was first president of 
the Garden Club in San Angelo. She was a 
recognized judge of flower shows. She served as 
secretary of the Fairmount Cemetery Board for many 


years and was one of the first three women to serve 
on a Tom Green County Grand Jury. 
by Katie Mertz Johnson 


MAYER, JOE B. 


Joe B. Mayer was born September 24, 1902, in 
Sonora, and was a 69 year San Angelo resident. He 
died November 28, 1976. 

He was the son of Emma Lee Mayer and Abe 
Mayer, pioneer West Texas ranch family. 

He attended school in San Angelo and at Texas 
A&M and was a longtime rancher in Crockett, Irion, 
and Tom Green Counties. 

He continued the Old Timers Barbecue on the 
Middle Concho Ranch after the death of his father 
and the other founding members: Bob Hewitt, Arch 
Benge, and Tom Ault. 

He has one daughter, Jean Flanigan of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; one grandson, Ben Ostrander of 
Austin, Texas; and three great-grandchildren. (From 
the Irion County History Book). 

by Gladys Mayer, Mrs. Len M. Mertz, and 

Katie Mertz Johnson 


MAYER, SOL 


-S Shy 4 . 
Sol Mayer 


Ferdinand Mayer, born in Baden, Germany, in 
1832, came to the United States in 1856 to escape 
conscription in the Kaiser’s armies. Settling first in 
New York, then Philadelphia, he moved to San 
Antonio after the Civil War. He married Jette 
(Yette) Steiner in 1866. In 1879, the family moved 
to Ft. McKavett, opening a mercantile store. He had 
a very large trade among ranchmen, as stores were 
scarce in this unsettled Indian country. The store 
served civilian and military personnel. Money was 
scarce; so Ferdinand was paid with livestock and 
land. Thus, he found himself in the cattle business. 
He purchased a ranch between Ft. McKavett and 
Sonora and settled there. The old post office on the 
county line of Sutton and Schleicher counties had a 


sign reading “Mayer, Texas.”’ Later his two older 
sons joined him as partners. He ran 5-6,000 head of 
cattle and 2,500 calves per year. He bought the (T- 
Half Circle) Ranch in 1896. 

Sol Mayer, one of these sons, was born in San 
Antonio in 1869. After this partnership, Sol and his 
brother, Abe, had a partnership. They ranched the 
200,000 acres in Sutton and Schleicher counties. Sol 
later bought Abe’s interest. Sol married Ernestine, 
and their son Edwin, was born in 1896 in San 
Antonio. He became a partner in the ranching 
business with his father. Sol and Ernestine even- 
tually made San Angelo their home base. It was 
through their donation of the building that San 
Angelo started the Tom Green County Library. 
During the years, Mr. and Mrs. Mayer supplemented 
the library many times by generous gifts for salaries, 
bookmobiles, and memorial books. Later on, she 
gave money for the building of the extension to the 
library. This all happened before the library was 
moved to the old Sears building. Through her 
untiring efforts, Scouting was started among the 
Blacks in 1946. She was also among the first 
volunteers to further education in contributing to the 
building of San Angelo College. Eventually she and 
Sol gave money for the dormitory that is now called 
Mayer Hall. It was through these and countless other 
contributions to the community that she was named 
Outstanding Woman of the Year in civic affairs in 
San Angelo by the Altrusa Club in 1946. 

One of the most generous gifts to the Boy Scouts 
in the Southwest was made by presenting them a 
beautiful 300 acre plot of ground in Menard County 
along the banks of the San Saba River and building 
the dining hall on the land. There were, at the time 
of this donation, some 2,600 Boy Scouts and 
Scoutmasters in 26 West Texas counties that would 
use the facilities of this campsite. That number has 
been far exceeded by 1987. An additional 9,000 
acres of ranch land was later added to this. 


Ernestine E. Mayer 


Sol and Ernestine Mayer’s philanthropy has also 
been felt by the Girl Scouts, in the donation of their 
home (which was sold and the proceeds used by the 
Girl Scouts). Land was given for the West Texas 
Boys’ Ranch by Ernestine and Sol Mayer. The Sol 
Mayer annex (a neighborhood center) was built in 
the south part of town for the Hispanics. Sol Mayer 


built the first telephone line from San Angelo to 
Sonora. 

Sol was a founding member and was president of 
the San Angelo National Bank for many years and 
at the time of his death was president of the Security 
State Bank in Pecos. He is listed in the Cowboy Hall 
of Fame in Oklahoma City and is written up in 
histories of Menard, Schleicher and Sutton Counties. 
His biography is included in the following books: 
The Cattle Industry of Texas and Adjacent 
Territories, The Encyclopedia of Texas, The Free 
State of Menard, Schleicher County or Eighty Years 
of Development in Southwest Texas, and Sutton 
County History. Many items of interest are found at 
Fort Concho Museum on the Mayer family, and the 
family history is located at Fort Concho and Tom 
Green County Library in the book, Memoir and 
Genealogy of the Ferdinand and Jette Steiner Mayer 
Family, 1832-1971. 

Sol Mayer died in 1957, Ernestine in 1959. 

by Robert F. Mayer 


MAYES, BEN C. 


Ben C. Mayes 


Ben C. Mayes was born on July 20, 1863, in Hayes 
County to parents originally from Missouri. At the 
age of 17, he rode a small pony into West Texas to 
become a cowboy. 

He got his first job in Brownwood when a minister 
hired him to help herd hogs to the banks of the 
Concho River. Ben Mayes worked at Fort 
Chadbourne for a while and then moved to Fort 
Concho in 1881. He earned $10.00 a month riding 
broncos for S.T. Martin, who owned ranch land in 
Tom Green County. 

Ben Mayes went to work for the Iowa and Texas 
Cattle Company in 1882 at a time when land was 
unfenced. An old edition of the Standard-Times 
reported this story about Ben and his brother, 
Kearney. The brother had a pony that no steer could 
drag down. That pony met its match, however, when 
the brothers tied it to a buffalo. Kearney had to cut 
the rope to prevent damage to more than his animal’s 
pride. 


On August 23, 1882, heavy rains washed the 

South Concho River from its banks. Mayes and other 
cowboys in the area were called on to help rescue 
those caught in the Ben Ficklin floodwaters. The 
‘round-the-clock duties wore the men down. 
Ben Mayes served as an inspector for the Kansas 
City Commission Company and had notebooks of 
cattle brands. These were the days (1882-1884) 
when 14,000 calves were branded annually on the 
ranch located on the North Concho River. It was also 
known as the [VP] Ranch because of its brand. After 
the company disposed of its holdings in the area, 
Ben Mayes continued ranching on San Saba County 
school land with his brother, Lee, for 12 years. They 
leased it for 2¢ an acre. 

After marrying the former Refa Ridley in 1887, 
Ben became active in the development of Water 
Valley, which was known as Yandell at that time. 
While serving as postmaster and running a small 
store in that community, he changed the name to 
Rethaville in honor of his wife. The local citizens 
complained that they could hardly pronounce the 
name, much less spell it! So it was changed to Water 
Valley. 

The Mayes’ moved to San Angelo in 1904, and 
Ben’s occupation was a carpenter. His hobby was 
making quirts and whips and he sent one of his 
masterpieces to President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Ben Mayes, a pioneer cowboy who had ridden 
the fenceless ranges in the company of buffalo, died 
at the age of 78 years on March 28, 1942, in San 
Angelo. Mrs. Mayes died in January of 1949. Both 
are buried in Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Mary Lou McBride, Thomas 
and JoAn Earnest 


MAYES, HOLLEN COFFEE 


Hollen Coffee Mayes, or H.C. as he came to be 
called, was one of two sons born to Daniel Mayes 
and Nancy Meeks, his wife. He was born in Berry 
County, Missouri, on August 28, 1835. Early in the 
1850s, while Hollen was still in his teens, he 
emigrated to Texas with his family and settled in 
Hays County near San Marcos. 

It was there he met Miss Rachel Baker, the young 
lady he would marry on May 28, 1858. She had come 
as an infant child, with her parents, William Rodney 
Baker and Cynthia Ann Sherman, to the Republic 
of Texas in 1838. They settled in Travis County at 
Austin, moving later to a place about ten miles below 
Pilot Knob. 

In the years preceding his move to Tom Green 
County, H.C. served with the Texas Rangers for 
a year, and then joined the Confederacy at 
Fredericksburg Texas in January of 1862. He served 
in Company “F,” of the 33rd Texas Cavalry under 
the command of Colonel James Duff, for the dur- 
ation of the war, afterwards returning to the cattle 
business in Hays County. 

H.C. and Rachel had produced a rather large 
family by the time they arrived in Tom Green County. 
It numbered eight children, two of them girls and 
the rest boys. They were Kearney, Ed, Ben C., 
Morgan Lee, William Theodore, Lura Dean, La 
Fayette, and Cora, the youngest and only one to never 
matry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hollen C. Mayes moved to Tom Green 
County in 1888 or 1889, where they bought a small 
ranch near Carlsbad, Texas. It was here they lived 
the rest of their long lives, involved in the 
cattle business. In their later years, as the couple grew 
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older, they were cared for by a daughter, Miss Cora 
Mayes. 

One event still remembered and talked about by 
members of the family, was the “ritual firing” of the 
old musket Mr. Mayes carried in the Civil War. Every 
Christmas morning he would bring the old gun out, 
gather all the children about, and proceed to tell them 
of his adventures in the “Confederacy.” After he had 
loaded the old gun, he would shoot it. To all the 
children, this was greater than any fireworks display 
and they looked forward to it every year with great 
excitement. 

Mr. Hollen Coffee Mayes died on April 8, 1921 at 
the age of 86 years. His wife Rachel, died on May 
27, 1927, at the age of 89 years. They are both at 
rest in the Grape Creek Cemetery, just north of San 
Angelo, in Tom Green County. 

by James L. Stephenson 


MAYFIELD, ELISHA M. and 
NANCY ANN (HUDSON) 


- 
Ma 

ay 
Top row, left to right: Ora Mayfield Scott, Bertha 
Mayfield Short. Bottom row, left to right: Jessie Irene 
Mayfield, Nancy Ann Hudson Mayfield (holding 
Dayton Mayfield), Lena Belle Mayfield Scroggins, 
and Elisha M. Mayfield 


Elisha M. Mayfield, born February 16, 1857, on 
the Canoe Fork River, located close to the 
Cumberland Mountains in northern Tennessee, was 
the sixth of nine children born to William and Amey 
Jane Moor Mayfield. 

In October, 1874, the entire family decided to 
move to Texas. They loaded all of their household 
goods in wagons and with their stock started on their 
journey. One of the highlights of their trip was 
crossing the Mississippi River on a ferry boat. They 
soon discovered it was the wrong time of the year 
because of the rain and subsequently the mud. Upon 
reaching the town of Little Rock, Arkansas, they 
chartered a railroad car, putting everything they 
possessed on it including themselves. 

One night prior to getting on the train, the mother 
of Elisha and one of the older girls were left by 
themselves with the smaller children while the men 
were out looking for food. Hearing a panther 
screaming and not knowing what it was, all but 
frightened them to death. 

At the age of 24, after helping his family get settled 
in Texas, Elisha met and fell in love with Nancy Ann 
Hudson. They were married in January 1881, in 
Ladonia, Texas. To this union were born these 
children: (1) Bertha, born December 26, 1882, in 
Cooper, Texas. She married Joe Short, an early day 
rancher in Tom Green County, Texas. She passed 
away January 24, 1984. (2) Ora, born January 25, 
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1884; died 1980, was married to Earl Scott in San 
Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas, in 1910. (3) 
Jessie Irene, born 1894, died at the age of 15 with 
typhoid fever. (4) Lena Belle, born October 30, 1896, 
was married to A.C. Scroggin who died September 
30, 1970. (5) Richard Dayton, born June 23, 1900, 
died in 1985, was married to Winnie Wall in 1922. 
(6) Helen, born April 1, 1902, married K.C. Kirby 
in 1918. He was in the ranching and dairy business 
here in Tom Green County, Texas. He passed away 
August 19, 1980. 

After coming to West Texas, the family settled in 
east San Angelo on Tarver Street. Their old home is 
still standing. They later moved to 81 East 18th 
Street, where they lived until Elisha’s death in July 
1943. Nancy Ann preceded him in death in 1906. 
Lena Belle continued to make 18th Street her home 
until she moved to the Rio Concho Manor in 1983. 

Elisha was in the paint contracting business. One 
of his first contracting jobs was with an early banker, 
C.C. Walsh. 

He and his wife Nancy were charter members of 
the Methodist Protestant Church that was organized 
in 1905 on Eleventh and Chadbourne, now known 
as the Sierra Vista Methodist Church on College Hills 
Boulevard. 

Many of the descendants of Elisha M. and Nancy 
Ann live in the San Angelo, Tom Green County area. 

by Mary Joy Mayfield Powell 


MAYFIELD, JOHN STANLEY 


The John Stanley Mayfield family moved to San 
Angelo on November 17, 1971. Stanley had grown 
up in Abilene, having resided in San Angelo between 
1945 and 1951, and was graduated from Southern 
Methodist University in 1964. While at Southern 
Methodist University, he met and married Deanna 
Lee Gilmore. She had grown up in Dayton, and 
graduated from SMU in 1965. Prior to moving to 
San Angelo, the Mayfields lived in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, where Captain Mayfield flew the F-111A 
in the United States Air Force. 

Lisa Anne was born in Beaumont on January 29, 
1968, and John Edward was born in Las Vegas on 
July 2, 1970. Three weeks after arriving in San 
Angelo, Julie King was born December 13, 1971. 

The Mayfields quickly became active in 
community affairs by chairing the San Angelo Arts 
Council and working in the first Fiesta del Concho 
in 1973. They continued to participate in Fiesta del 
Concho and served as general co-chairmen in 1979. 
Stanley served as a director of the Chamber of 
Commerce 1977-79 and as vice president in 1979. 
He was president of the downtown Rotary Club in 
1981. He also served as a member of the Concho 
Valley Council of Boy Scouts. In 1985, he was 
elected as trustee of the San Angelo Independent 
School District. 

Deanna was president of the San Angelo 
Symphony Society in 1981 and served as a director 
of the Chamber of Commerce 1983-1986. She was 
elected as the first female president of the Chamber 
of Commerce in 1986. She also wrote the Curriculum 
for Leadership, San Angelo. Other boards she has 
served include president of The San Angelo 
Gymnastics Association, the San Angelo Civic 
Ballet, the San Angelo Symphony Guild, chairman 
of the Mayor’s Drug Task Force, the Concho Cadre, 
Crimestoppers, and the Junior League of San Angelo. 

by Deanna Mayfield 


MAYSE, HENRY FRANKLIN 


Henry Franklin Mayse was born at Wythe County, 
Virginia, on June 7, 1856. He moved to Tennessee 
with his family in early childhood and taught school 
there as a young man. He was married to Jennie 
Elizabeth Wallace in Camey Springs, Tennessee on 
December 12, 1880. Jennie was born in New York 
City on February 19, 1862. After marriage, the Mayse 
family moved to Fort Worth and opened a general 
merchandise store. From 1892 until 1899 they had a 
store in Brady and then moved to San Angelo in 
1900. 

Mr. Mayse owned the first house across the river 
in the Angelo Heights Addition and built the first 
house there in 1905. 

He was in the real estate business and operated 
various ranching interests over West Texas. In 1914, 
the family moved to Girvin, where he operated a 
general merchandise store and was postmaster. He 
returned to San Angelo in 1928 and resided for many 
years at 1602 West Rio Grande. He died on January 
14, 1945, while living with his daughter, Mrs. Oreon 
Werst in Alpine and was buried in San Angelo. 
Jennie Mayse died April 1, 1944, in San Angelo. 

Henry and Jennie had seven children, Vashie 
Vena, Eva Lena, Jennie Maud, Henry Burton, Oreon, 
Minnie Murl, and Elsie. 

Vashie was married to Mr. Ward, George Tripp, 
and W.O. Herring, who all preceded her in death. 
Vashie lived from October 13, 1881, to March 18, 
1975. 

She at one time operated the old Texas Hotel, 
which is now a business building in San Angelo. 

Eva (1883-1944) married W.E. Matthews. They 
had one daughter, Mary Pickens, who lives in 
California. 

Maud (February 10, 1886-October 11, 1964) 
married Jeff Smith. They ranched near Sheffield, 
Texas. Their children were Kyle, Elton, Henry Bert, 
Leland, and Alvin. 

Henry Burton (Burt) Mayse (January 30, 1888- 
December 5, 1976) married Flossie Howe and they 
ran a store and ranched at Mertzon, Texas, for many 
years. They had one son, Howe Mayse, who still 
lives on the ranch. 

Oreon (July 14, 1891-July 9, 1986) married Lee 
Werst, who was a printer and newspaper man. They 
had two sons, James Lee, Jr., and Oliver. 

Minnie Murl (December 24, 1892-November 8, 
1979) married Roy Campbell. Minnie was well- 
known in San Angelo. She worked many years for 
Broome and Hunter Insurance Agency and in the 
county school superintendent’s office. 

Elsie was born January 5, 1898, and lives in 
Temple, Texas. She married J.L. Adrian, and they 
had one son, J.L. Adrian, Jr., who also lived in 
Temple. 

by Oliver F. Werst 


McBRIDE, WALTER LESLIE 


Walter Leslie McBride was born June 24, 1904, 
in Valentine. He was the son of Walter Scott and 
Belle (Hanson) McBride. Walter was a very well read 
man, even though he had to leave school while in 
the third grade to help support his family. Walter was 
the oldest son and one of nine children. Life was 
never easy, but Walter managed to persevere past 
obstacles that would have been too difficult for many 
people. 


Walter L. McBride - 1943 


During World War I, he rode with the supply 
convoys taking supplies to the army camps on the 
Mexican border. Later, he worked for the Southern 
Pacific Railroad as the call boy at the rooming house 
in Valentine. In 1927, he came to Water Valley to be 
near his youngest sister and brother. An aunt and 
uncle, Kate (Hanson) and Jim Holland, had taken 
them after both parents had died. Walter worked for 
the San Angelo Telephone Company until the 
Depression when he was laid off. After this, he 
worked in the Carwile store in Water Valley until 
the 1936 flood, when he again started working for 
the San Angelo Telephone Company which would 
later become known as General Telephone Company. 


Mary Lou (Earnest) and Walter McBride - 1984 


Walter was married to Hallie Hearn, and they had 
two children, Leslie Bob, who married Mary 
Francke, and Nonie Belle, who married Gordon 
Sparks. When World War II came, Walter volun- 
teered for service and was in active service from 
October 9, 1943, until September 20, 1945. Walter 
was accepted into the Marines, although he was 
almost forty years old, a fact of which he never 
ceased to be proud. He was later transferred to the 
Seabees section of the Navy. He was stationed on 


Ulithi Island, a part of the Caroline Islands in the 
Pacific Ocean, as an electrician’s mate. 

After the war, Walter returned to his job with the 
telephone company and married Mary Lou Earnest 
in 1949. They had one child, Mary June, who married 
Wayne Heinze. 

During Walter’s employment with the telephone 
company, he survived blood poisoning that he got 
from a barbed wire fence while working on a line. 
He also survived two falls from poles, one when the 
pole broke off while he was climbing it, and the other 
when his safety belt broke. Walter worked with the 
crews that spent countless hours restoring telephone 
service in the Lake View addition of San Angelo after 
the tornado in May, 1953. 

Walter would often spend an entire week out of 
town working for General Telephone and then spend 
his weekends and vacations working to help keep in 
operation the Water Valley Telephone Company 
which his wife’s father had begun in 1906. He helped 
with the ranch work and was still grubbing pear at 
81, shortly before he had his last surgery. This surgery 
was only one of many that the doctors had said he 
would probably not survive and left more than one 
doctor shaking his head in amazement at Walter’s 
stamina and resilience. Walter’s pride in having been 
of service to his country during a time of war, never 
cheating anyone, and never owing anyone, were 
evident. He was also very proud of his family. Walter 
died in January of 1986 and is buried in Water Valley 
along with his grandfather, J.O. Hanson, one ofthe 
town’s founders. 

by Mary Lou Earnest McBride 


McBRIDE, MRS. WALTER L. 
(MARY LOU EARNEST) 


aon pa _ 
eA Se : 
Harve B., Luella Earnest and their children: Mary 
Lou and Julian “Jude.” Picnic on the North Concho 
River about 1920 


Mary Lou Earnest (McBride) was born September 
3, 1910, at Water Valley. She was the first child of 
Harve B. and Luella (Nelson) Earnest, early settlers 
of the Water Valley area. Her brother, “Jude,” was 
born in 1914. 

As a young child, she learned to operate the 
telephone switchboard where her mother sat most 
of the day answering, “Hello, Central.” From her 
father, she learned to love ranching and to appreciate 
the land. 

She attended Water Valley School, actually 
graduating twice, first in 1928 when the school went 
through the tenth grade; and returning the school 
term of 1930-31 to graduate again when another year 
was added by the State of Texas. 


She attended San Angelo Business College, taking 
a secretarial course in 1928. 

A friendship with Mayanna Yates, the daughter 
of Alvro and Ruby (Salter) Yates, and the 
granddaughter of Ira and Ann Yates, began at Water 
Valley in their early years and continued until the 
death of Mayanna in 1984. Mary Lou went to work 
in Rankin, in 1929 for the Western Union Telegraph, 
staying at the Yates Hotel, now a museum. Mary 
Lou returned to Water Valley in late 1929 to assist 
her parents with their telephone operation and also 
in the ranching part of their business. 

In 1949, Mary Lou married Walter McBride of 
San Angelo. Their daughter, Mary June (Heinze) was 
born June 25, 1951, in San Angelo. 

About 1953, Mary Lou, Walter, and June returned 
to Water Valley to assist Mary Lou’s widowed mother 
in the family businesses, and started her own sheep 
ranching. Harve Earnest’s sheep brand was a red 7, 
and Mary Lou’s brand was red 7-. 

Walter’s daughter, Nonie Belle (Sparks) came with 
the family in 1953 and graduated from Water Valley 
High School in 1954. 
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Mary Lou (Earnest) McBride, June (Heinze) and 
Walter McBride - 1969 


Mary Lou and her parents always had a special 
interest in the care of the cemetery, having a family 
member buried there in 1898; and she continues that 
interest today. She is the chairman of the cemetery 
committee, overseeing the care and upkeep of the 
Water Valley Cemetery and keeping accurate records 
of burial places. 

She is a member of the Methodist Church. 

Mary Lou spent a lot of time with her three young 
nephews, Thomas, Julian Nelson, Jr., and Gerald 
Earnest, fishing on the North Concho River. She put 
the worms on the hooks and took the fish off the 
hooks for the boys until they could do for themselves. 
Now she enjoys doing the same things with her 
granddaughter, Jenny Lynn Heinze. 

Mary Lou has always been interested in preserving 
the history of the family and the area. Much of the 
information for the Tom Green County History Book 
of the Water Valley area came from her records and 
collection, and much was verified by her memory 
of those things she had seen herself or had been told 
over and over by her parents and old settlers in the 
area. 

Her husband, Walter, died in 1986 and is buried 
in the Water Valley Cemetery. 

She resides in the Harve Earnest home place that 
was built in 1908, the house she and her brother, 
Jude, were born in. She keeps the house and the old 
Telephone Company building next door in good 
shape. She takes seriously the care of the ranch land 
to insure that future generations can enjoy it. 

by Thomas and JoAn Earnest 
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McBURNETT, C.C. 


During the 1920’s, C.C. McBurnett was directly 
or indirectly responsible for lifting the skyline and 
attracting West Texas oil business to progressive San 
Angelo. He spent more than two million dollars for 
construction in the downtown section, erecting fine 
hotels, banks, and office buildings. 

C.C. was born April 17, 1879, in Randolph 
County, Alabama, to Mr. and Mrs. J.W. McBurnett. 
He was named Christopher Columbus and had an 
explorer’s temperament to undertake and complete 
projects which others feared to try. The family moved 
to Texas in 1882, and C.C. attended Colorado City 
schools. He became a blacksmith and developed a 
strong physique. 

In 1903, C.C. came to San Angelo as a watchmaker 
and jeweler for H.D. Leffel. He married Miss Mary 
Henderson, December 28, 1909; they had one 
daughter (Mrs. John Dublin, Jr., of Barnhart). The 
family home was at 1510 South Madison Street, one 
of the early homes built in Santa Rita Addition. 

In 1910, C.C. bought out W.E. Heald and 
established the McBurnett Jewelry Company at 121 
South Chadbourne Street, the former home of San 
Angelo Bank & Trust Company. He sold his business 
to Chase Holland May 20, 1918. Holland pur- 
chased the building November 17, 1921, from Mrs. 
Sam Henderson, C.C’s mother-in-law. 

C.C. entered the hotel business in 1916 when he 
made an agreement with citizens of San Angelo to 
build the St. Angelus Hotel, located on the northeast 
corner of Beauregard and Irving. The hotel opened 
October 29, 1917, an event which contributed much 
to development of the city. C.C.’s father-in-law, Sam 
Henderson, financed the building. C.C. provided 
furnishings and equipment, and operated the hotel 
under lease until it was sold by the Henderson Estate 
January 1, 1945, to E.G. Kingsley and Ralph Oakley, 
both of Austin. 

In 1920, C.C. leased the Landon Hotel, on the 
southeast corner of Chadbourne Street and Concho 
Avenue. That hotel burned in 1925, and C.C. and 
S.A. Naylor, owner of the property, agreed to 
build the Naylor Hotel. The Naylor opened March 
1, 1926, with C.C. operating it until 1934. The name 
of the hotel became Town House. 

C.C. also operated the Hilton Hotel (later named 
Cactus) under receivership. 

He operated hotels in Brady, Coleman, and 
Temple, also. 

In 1917, the McBurnetts bought land on the 
southwest corner of Beauregard and Irving from 
Clarence Webb and George E. Webb, for $100,000. 
There, in 1929, they constructed the ten story 
Western Reserve Building (later called the 
McBurnett Building), a handsome brick structure 
that dominated the downtown skyline. In 1946, a 
Houston loan and mortgage firm purchased the 
building for $450,000, but C.C. continued to keep 
his office there. 

C.C. and Sam Henderson bought another tall 
building at a trustee sale before it was completed. 
Located at the northeast corner of Chadbourne and 
Beauregard, it was called the Trust Building when 
completed in 1908. In 1913 it was sold to the San 
Angelo Bank and Trust Company, which became 
Central National Bank November 18, 1914. 

As C.C. disposed of his hotel and building 
interests, he spent most of his time at his ranch in 
Schleicher County east of Eldorado. 
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In 1948, he broke his right arm, which had to be 
amputated because the bone did not heal. A week 
later, he underwent major surgery to remove a kidney. 
The rugged sportsman’s life he had led gave him the 
robust physical constitution to carry him through that 
critical period when he was almost 70 years old. He 
never retired until his final illness at age 80. 

C.C. McBurnett died in San Angelo on December 
20, 1959, and was buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Oressa Martin, based on an article 
in the San Angelo Standard-Times, 
December 21, 1959 


McCAIN, MILTON “ROSY” 


Milton “Rosy”? McCain (born November 7, 1889) 
came to San Angelo in 1906 with his parents, Martin 
Luther McCain and Porter Abigail Chorn, and four 
sisters: Willette (Mrs. H.L. Frink, Muskogee, 
Oklahoma); Maymie (Mrs. Oscar Frink, San 
Angelo); Pearl (Mrs. C.H. Knittel, Fort Worth); 
and Mabel (Mrs. P.H. O’Donnell, Austin). His 
brother-in-law, Oscar Frink, came at the same time. 

Martin Luther McCain was of Irish descent, born 
December 22, 1857, in Washington County, near 
Burton and Brenham. February 16, 1876, he married 
Porter Abigail Chorn, born December 2, 1860, near 
Mansfield in Ellis County, Texas. He farmed near 
Taylor, before moving to Tom Green County. He 
bought the entire block at Monroe and Caddo Streets, 
giving each of his three grown daughters a lot on 
which to build a house. They all built on North 
Monroe, and the family home still stands on the 
corner. Mr. McCain was in the grain business on 
Chadbourne near Harris Avenue from 1906 to 1910. 

The father of Martin Luther McCain was Jared 
G. McCain, a Confederate soldier who was the first 
white child born west of the Brazos River in Texas. 
He was born at Washington-on-the-Brazos. His 
mother was Emily Delaplane McCain. Martin 
Luther’s two grandfathers were members of the 
Stephen F. Austin Colony and fought under Sam 
Houston in the battle for Texas independence. His 
great-grandfather was a soldier in the American 
Revolution. 

Mabel (McCain) O’ Donnell had five children and 
is grandmother of Jim Taylor whose ancestors are 
buried at Ben Ficklin. 

Everyone liked generous and funloving Rosy 
McCain. In 1910 he bought uniforms for the whole 
baseball team and charged them to his father. 

All the McCain family except the Oscar Frinks 
later moved to Fort Worth, and Rosy started the 
Reporter Publishing Company. His father was 
associated with him in the conduct of that business 
for 25 years. Rosy once owned the San Angelo 
Sunday Sun and once worked for J.G. (Pat) Murphy, 
owner of the San Angelo Standard-Times. He was 
publisher of the Fort Worth Stock Reporter. 

Rosy married Juanita Shannon, daughter of North 
Fort Worth pioneer S.D. “Judge” Shannon, a county 
judge. They had no children. They lived in Fort Worth 
the rest of their lives and were active in civic affairs. 
Rosy and Juanita were great baseball fans all their 
lives. Juanita died at the age of 87 years. 

by Frances Keyes 


McCARROLL, MANCE 
BRIGHAM 


M.B. McCarroll was born June 22, 1858, in Wise 
County, Texas, to Susan Carpenter McCarroll and 
Thomas K. McCarroll. He had two sisters, Louisa 
and Lizzie, and one brother, Thomas. 

Thomas K. McCarroll’s father came from 
Northern Scotland and settled in eastern Tennessee. 
He fathered four sons, John F., Thomas K., James, 
and Frank. 

M.B. McCarroll was married to Mary T. Wilson, 
a half Cherokee Indian, born November 25, 1862; 
died May 25, 1884. Will McCarroll was born in 1880, 
died 1951. M.B.’s second wife was Susie R. Strange, 
born September 16, 1868, died 1925. They had three 
sons and three daughters: Sam 1887, Charles Wilson 
1890, Lee 1897, Mollie (Reasonover) 1888, Lula 
Mae (Roberts) 1889, Loraine (Wright) 1908. All the 
children were born at Boonsville, except Loraine, 
born in Tom Green County. 

M.B.’s pride was his fine Perchon horses and 
Poland China hogs. He was offered the block of land 
in Dallas where Neiman-Marcus now stands for a 
large horse he rode. 

He and Susie rode a train to Miles in 1900 to settle 
near Mereta on a farm and rear his children. He 
raised field crops such as cotton, grain and livestock, 
to purchase land, machinery, and necessities. In 1911 
he purchased one of the first cars in the area. He 
tried to ford the Concho River between Mereta and 
Miles at full speed, and it stalled! 

M.B. and family worshiped regularly at the 
Mereta Tabernacle and often kept ministers in their 
home. M.B. was a member of the Woodmen of the 
World and Odd Fellows Lodge. They were civic- 
minded and neighborly to all people. 

He was a great politician and was always 
interested in city, county, state and national politics. 
He was a stately figure with a very erect stature, over 
6’6” in height and weighing about 200 pounds. He 
chewed thick Tinsley tobacco and always had a small 
chew hidden in his jaw. 

Susie was the dream American housewife, always 
busy cooking, cleaning, sewing and correcting the 
children. Those days these were the hobbies. There 
were always clothes and plenty of food and a lot of 
work. She is buried at Fairmount Cemetery. Charlie 
Roberts of Mereta still operates the family farm. 

by Nancy Roberts 


McCARROLL, SUSAN 
(CARPENTER) 


Susan McCarroll was born Susan Carpenter, 
September 6, 1835, in Illinois, the daughter of 


Susan Carpenter McCarroll, 1836-1921 


Timothy E. Carpenter. In 1853, Susan married 
Thomas McCarroll and they had four children: 
Louisa McCarroll (Duckworth), first white child 
born in Wise County, September 2, 1884; Lizzie 
McCarroll (Hennan); Thomas McCarroll; Mance 
Brigham; born June 22, 1858, near Rhome in Wise 
County. Susan’s husband, Thomas, died of a sick- 
ness while serving with the Confederate forces in 
the Civil War, in Red River County, Texas, in 1863. 

In 1852, the family moved to Wise County, where 
she was the first white woman in the county that 
was entirely inhabited by North American Indians. 
At that time, the old military fort was the present 
site of the city of Fort Worth. Following a drunken 
brawl at this fort in which an Indian trader was 
killed by a drunken white man, the Indians went on 
a warpath and Susan and her family were forced to 
flee Wise County. She returned to Wise County in 
1883 and lived there until 1906 when she came to 
Tom Green County to live with her son, M.B. 
McCarroll and family. 

Susan McCarroll’s father, Timothy Carpenter, 
joined in the gold rush of 1849 to California and 
was mysteriously killed in the mountains of 
California. California loomed brightly as stories 
had been told “gold carpeted every foot of ground.” 
The party of men left Dallas County and penetrated 
far into the mountains of the Pacific Coast. Word 
was received by Mrs. McCarroll that a search failed 
to reveal a trace of his body and it was supposed that 
he was either killed by wild beasts or was murdered 
for his gold and his body hidden. 

This colorful lady was orphaned at 14, married at 
18 to go to Indian Territory to live. Susan was 
widowed at 27 and left with four children.The Indian 
attacks were so bad that she moved her family to 
Garza. She lived from the land, farming, raising food, 
sheep, horses and other livestock. She sheared the 
sheep, spun the wool and weaved and dyed the thread 
for clothing and bed covering. Charlie Roberts of 
Mereta is a great, great, great-grandchild and has a 
red, blue and beige bed cover she made from her 
sheep. It has six patterns of design. 

She was a small, lithe lady with sharp dark eyes. 
She was a wonderful lady and remained the matriarch 
of the McCarrolls. At the time of her death, only one 
child was living, M.B. McCarroll. Susan died in her 


son’s home in 1921 and is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 
by Nancy Roberts 


McCLEERY, ATLEE B. 
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Altee B. McCleery 


Atlee Benard McCleery (born on March 11, 1901, 
in Hamilton County) was married to Bessie Pearl 
Sawyer (born May 24, 1907 in Winters) on July 18, 
1925. 

Four children were born of this union. They are 
Ethel Irene, Roy Wade (deceased), Ella Mae, and 
Mary Lee. Ethel Irene (born October 27, 1926 in 
Tankersley) married Ralph Thomas Ellis on June 11, 
1948 in San Angelo. Roy Wade (born July 20, 1928 
in Tankersley) married Wilma Goodwin in 1948 in 
San Angelo and was divorced in December 1956. 
He married Billie Dupree on August 14, 1963. Wade 
died in September 1985. Ella Mae (born June 25, 
1931 near Tankersley) was married to Johnny James 
King (died July 2, 1980) on March 2, 1950 in San 
Angelo. Mary Lee (born December 23, 1933 near 
Tankersley) married Jim Bob Bradford on January 
19,1961. They were divorced in May, 1973. 

Atlee and Bessie McCleery lived the almost 54 
years of marriage in and around Tankersley. Atlee 
farmed the first couple of years and then went to 
work for Tom Green County for thirty plus years 
until he retired. Bessie was a homemaker and was 


the postal mail carrier between Tankersley and 
Knickerbocker, for many years. After she and Atlee 
retired, they stockfarmed on part of the Joe Sawyer 
estate, which was Bessie’s parents’ land. This is a 
pretty part of Tom Green County, located east of 
West Texas Boy’s Ranch, approximately three miles. 

Atlee and Bessie led a quiet and happy life. They 
enjoyed their children and later their six grand- 
children. Both worked hard during their lifetime and 
were good and loving parents. They were members 
of the Baptist Church. 

Bessie died in February, 1979, from cancer. Atlee 
remarried in 1981 and was divorced in 1986. He died 
on his 86th birthday, March 11, 1987, from cancer. 

Atlee’s parents were William James and Fannie 
O’Connor McCleery. Bessie was the second daughter 
of Joe Douglas and Annie Sawyer. 

by Ethel Irene Ellis 


McCLEERY, JOHN JOSEPH 


John J. and Lillian (Hobbs) McCleery near 12-Mile 
Bridge 


Born March 25, 1889 in Harris County, John J. 
McCleery was one of thirteen children born to Irish 
immigrant William J. McCleery and wife Fannie 
(O’Connor) McCleery. Only eight of these thirteen 
children lived to adulthood. 

About 1907, in his late teens, John came from 
Hamilton County to Tom Green County with his 
parents who bought a tract of land about twelve miles 
west of San Angelo. This wedge shape piece of land 
was located near Bohemia, a small town which in 
1906 had a population of 100. The property is 
bordered on the south side by Highway 67 West 
(Mertzon Highway), on the west side by the Hobbs 
Road and on the north side by the Jameson Road. 

John was married on July 4, 1909, to Lillian A. 
Hobbs, daughter of C.O. and Ida (Moor) Hobbs who 
moved to Tom Green County from Lampasas 
County. 

After his marriage and most of his life, he worked 
as a farmer and rancher. One of the earliest employers 
was the Lee Brothers Ranch (owned by Phil and 
John Lee). This ranch extended from where Mathis 
Field is today northwest into Irion County. He helped 
work the livestock, broke horses, and groomed prize 
herd animals for show and sales. “Lillie,” his wife, 
cooked for all the ranch hands, rising early to bake 
biscuits and cook other good food on wood burning 
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stoves to feed the hungry men whose days started 
long before sunup. 

When the ranching and farming business slacked 
off, usually due to droughts, or the pastures looked 
greener elsewhere, John worked for other employers. 
Among these were the Orient Railroad, the Angelo 
Brick Company, A.C. Bledsoe, and the Monarch Tile 
Manufacturing. At the Brick Company, his daddy 
was his boss. Here bricks were made that were used 
in the construction of some of the oldest buildings 
in San Angelo. Also, when the pavement wears thin 
on its main streets, one can see bricks that were kilned 
here. 

The skills John learned at the Brick Company were 
to be used later at Monarch Tile. In late 1920, he 
met A.C. Bledsoe, who bought a half section of land 
about a mile north of W.J. McCleery’s place. From 
this meeting, a long and lasting friendship com- 
menced, and John worked for the Bledsoes until 
1976. In the fifties and sixties, Mr. Bledsoe decided 
to put the land into the Soil Bank, a land management 
program; and, for grazing purposes, he bought a 
couple hundred head of sheep. John went to work 
for the tile factory and continued to work for the 
Bledsoes, taking care of the sheep as they grazed 
the fields he once farmed. 

In 1976, ill health forced him to end this long 
period of service; and he and Lillie, a faithful, 
hardworking companion, moved to San Angelo. This 
couple, whose marriage lasted over 70 years, had 
seven children: Irene Beatrice, who died in Arizona 
during the World War I flu epidemic; John O.; Ida 
Mae (Mrs. Charles N. Craft); William R. (Bill); 
Forrest A.; Lois A. (Mrs. Floyd E. Fergason) and 
Allen S. McCleery. The four sons served in the 
Military Services. 

by Lois (McCleery) Fergason 


McCLEERY, WILLIAM JAMES 


William James McCleery 


William James McCleery was born in Belfast, 
Ireland on June 19, 1852. He came to America at a 
very young age, leaving his family behind. He 
worked at various jobs. He spent a lot of this time 
on ships on the East Coast. Later, he helped in the 
building of the early day railroads across the 
northeastern states. He was the youngest employee 
and had great physical strength, which helped the 
driving in of railroad spikes. 

He moved to Illinois and lived with a family whose 
last name was Benard. While there, William James 
worked on the Benard dairy farm. His next location 
was in Houston, where he worked as a third partner 
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in a general merchandise store. While he was in 
Houston, he met a young widow, Fanny (O’ Connor) 
Shear, mother of a young son Edward. William James 
McCleery and Fanny O’Connor Shear were married 
on January 14, 1885. 
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Fanny O’Connor (Shear) McCleery 


Fanny was born on February 24, 1861. She was 
the daughter of Charles and Elizabeth (Cronin) 
O’Connor of Mobile, Alabama, who came to 
America around 1852 from Cork, Ireland. Charles 
became a captain of a riverboat in the Navy. Elizabeth 
was known as a fine seamstress, doing tailoring for 
the Navy personnel. 

While living in Houston, the W.J. McCleery’s 
home and personal property was destroyed by the 
Brazos River Flood in July 1899. One year later, their 
home was destroyed a second time by the Galveston 
storm of September 8, 1900. The family lost 
everything. The McCleery’s left Houston in 1901 
and moved to Hamilton County, where they were 
engaged in farming until 1906. They moved next to 
Tom Green County and purchased land west of San 
Angelo, near the small towns of Bohemia and 
Tankersley. Here, they farmed and ran a dairy, raised 
livestock, chickens and turkeys and grew vegetable 
gardens. 

W.J. helped in the building of the early day Angelo 
Brickyard and later became the foreman. 

Grandfather W.J. was true to his Irish heritage in 
more ways than one. Typical of the Irish, he extended 
generosity and hospitality. For instance, he extended 
his watering trough outside his fence so that travelers 
could water their horses and cattle, which were 
driven to market. He always provided free overnight 
lodging for weary travelers or loaned a horse to 
replace a lame one, so that the visitors could con- 
tinue on their way. He would loan a milk cow to a 
neighbor, who did not have one. In the summertime, 
family members remember Grandpa cranking up the 
ice cream freezer, using cream from his dairy. 
Grandmother would make her never to be forgotten 
jelly cake, which was nearly as sweet and wonderful 
as her own sweet and loving gentleness that she 
shared with her children, grandchildren and others. 

The McCleerys were parents of eight children, 
who grew to adulthood, and most of whom lived in 
Tom Green County. They were: James Dawson, 
William Jerim, John Joseph, daughter Margaret 
(Maggie), Robert Alexander, Atlee Benard (named 
for the Benard family in Illinois) and daughter Ellen 
(Ella) Jane. Ed Shear was a half brother to the 
children. 

Fanny McCleery died June 16, 1936. W.J. 
McCleery died December 23, 1937. Both are buried 
in the Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Mae Craft 


McCLURE, JOHN R. 


John R. and Gladys McClure 
Wedding Day May 28, 1938 


John R. McClure and Gladys Ione Byrd were 
married May 28, 1938 at the home of her parents, 
Curtis and Maud Byrd in the Fairview Community. 

In the summer of 1938 John and Gladys attended 
the University of Arkansas Summer Session as a six- 
week extended honeymoon. They came back to 
attend the University of Texas at Austin and to 
graduate in 1940. Following graduation, they moved 
to Tom Green County where Gladys taught at the 
Fairview School which she had attended in her 
childhood. She was teaching at Wall, Texas the year 
that World War II was declared. While working as a 
Civil Service Ammunition Inspector, John was 
commissioned as a First Lieutenant in the United 
State Marine Corps Reserve. He served twenty-five 
months as an ordnance officer with the Fleet Marine 
Force, Pacific Theater. 

In 1946, John and Gladys joined the family 
partnership of McClure’s Bakery at 1502 
Beauregard. This involved building a new shop and 
opening a new area of retail trade on West 
Beauregard several years before the Village 
Shopping Center was developed. The bakery was 
closed in 1955 and the building converted to office 
space. 

John (1955) and Gladys (1960) went into 
classroom teaching. In 1977, they retired from the 
San Angelo Independent School District. Together 
they had accumulated forty-six years of service. John 
R. taught biology and chemistry at Central High 
School. Gladys was assigned to third grade at the 
Santa Rita campus. 

The McClures have two children and two 
grandchildren. Robert Conrad McClure married 
Pamela Kay Hart, June 23, 1972. Their children are 
Bryan Conrad and Shawna Kay. The children attend 
McGill School. They and their parents are active in 
Scouting. The family is active in the First United 
Methodist Church where Pam teaches Sunday 
School and the children participate in the music 
program. 


John R. McClure Family 1968 


Conrad McClure is employed at Fort Concho 
Museum as a tour guide and caretaker of the live 
animal exhibit. He is an active member of Company 
F, 16th Infantry Memorial Unit, which is a part of 
the living history unit at Fort Concho. Pam McClure 
is employed by General Telephone Company. 

Sylvia Jo McClure is a teacher and coach at 
Cy-Fair High School in the Houston area. She was a 
collegiate tennis player and softball player at Angelo 
State University. She was awarded the Nathan’s 
Sportsmanship Award for tennis and for softball 
while attending Angelo State University. 

John and Gladys have spent six years of their 
retirement time caring for and playing with their 
grandchildren. 

The John R. McClures have resided at 1872 W. 
Concho since 1957 and look forward to their Golden 
Wedding in 1988. 

by John R. and Gladys McClure 


McCLURE, JOHN S. 


John Stephen and Martha Annie McClure moved 
their family of five children from Kingsville to San 
Angelo in June, 1933. The children were Alberta 
Jeanette, John Robert, William Ellison, Ruby Ellen, 
and Frances Regina. 

At the age of eighteen, John S. McClure left his 
father’s farm near Texarkana to build his own life. 
He learned the production of bread and related bakery 
items and followed that trade for the rest of his life. 
At that time retail bakery items were produced in 
hand-operated shops and marketed directly to the 
customer. 

In 1913 John and Annie moved to Ft. Worth where 
John worked for several bakeries. At one time he 
worked as production foreman for Baird’s Bakery 
when their bread was sold only in the Ft. Worth trade 
territory. John supervised the installation of Baird’s 
second brick, peel oven. He liked to recall a remark 
made by one of the Baird brothers: “When we can 
sell all the bread that we can bake in these two ovens, 
we'll be satisfied.” 

In 1934, John and Annie McClure established 
McClure’s Pastry Shop at 145 N. Oakes in San 
Angelo. The bakery shop was largely a family 
operation and gained a reputation for delicious yeast- 
raised doughnuts and hot whole-loaf bread. The 
bread sold for five cents a loaf. Regular customers 
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The John S. McClure Family Pastry Shop, 145 N. 
Oakes 


learned the baking schedule and stood in line to buy 
HOT BREAD! The shop sold an unbelievable 
sixteen hundred loaves of unsliced, hand-wrapped 
bread in one day. The bakery was sold during the 
labor shortage of World War II. 

In 1946, the McClures opened a new retail bakery 
at 1502 W. Beauregard. The bakery was a family 
partnership including John and Annie McClure and 
their two sons: John R. and wife, Gladys, and Ellison 
“Mac” and wife Mignon. After nine successful years, 
John and Annie retired in July 1955. The sons 
followed other occupations. 


John S. and Annie McClure, Golden Wedding 1959 


John and Annie celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary, March 3, 1959. John Stephen died 
April, 1960 and is buried at Lawnhaven. 

Two of the McClure children, Ruby Ellen Havins, 
and William Ellison McClure are deceased. Martha 
Annie maintains a special pride in her children and 
their families. She is presently ninety-eight years of 
age and resides with a daughter, Jeanette McKinley. 
Another daughter, Frances West, and a son, John 
Robert and their families reside in San Angelo. 
Mignon McClure, a daughter-in-law, resides here, 
also. Annie has ten grandchildren, twenty-three great- 
grandchildren and one great-great grandchild. 

John and Annie were lifetime members of the 
Methodist Church. Both were charter members of 
St. Luke United Methodist Church in San Angelo. 

by John R. McClure 


McCLURE, WILLIAM HARVEY 


William Harvey McClure was born October 1, 
1858 and Andrew Dow in 1861 in Jefferson County, 
Arkansas. They moved to Milam County, in the 


1860’s with their parents, Andrew Jackson and 
Lucretia Cozart McClure, where another brother, 
Frank, and a sister Ruth McClure Priddy, were born. 
In 1872, the family moved to a farm in Bell County, 
where Andrew J. died January 26, 1897, and was 
buried in Barclay Cemetery, Falls County. Lucretia 
died December 6, 1901, and was buried in Barclay 
Cemetery. Dow, Frank, and Ruth are also buried 
there. 

William H. married America Catherine Terry, 
August 8, 1880, in Milam County. Their children 
born in Bell County, were: Andrew Jackson (1881- 
1970) married Hallie Belle Rector; James W. (1883- 
1964) married Mary Ellen (Thompson); Ellen (1885- 
ca 1908) married Roy R. Reed; Roy (1886-1976) 
married Bessie Hopewell; Annie Cozart (1887-1968) 
married Josh Gwin); Clara (1890-1981) married 
Joseph David Keys; Grover Terry (1892) married 
Lula Roberts; Louise (1894-1920) married Andrew 
Sheppard; Mabel (1898) married David Leon Smith; 
Elmer (1900-1974) married Annie Laura Gotcher; 
Leonard (1902-1902); Sam (1903) married Opal. 

The family moved to Tom Green County about 
1905. Mary was born here and married Jewel Robert 
Humphrey. 

America Catherine died September 30, 1942, in 
San Angelo and was buried in Wall Cemetery beside 
her parents, William and Louisa L. Elliott Terry. 
William H. died September 3, 1950 in Bell County, 
and was also buried in Wall Cemetery. 

William H.’s grandfather was John McClure, born 
January 3, 1783, in South Carolina, who had at least 
three brothers, James, William, and Samuel. Their 
parents were Charles McClure and Catharine 
Houston. John was married September 12, 1809, to 
Mary Elizabeth McWhorter, daughter of John and 
Elizabeth McWhorter of South Carolina. John and 
Mary moved to Coweta County, Georgia where their 
children were born. 

by Faye McClure Miller 


McCONNELL, JOHN SIMEON 


John Simeon McConnell, sheriff of Tom Green 
County, 1904-1910, was born February 2, 1852, near 
Marietta, Georgia. His great-grandfather, John 
McConnell, emigrated from Northern Ireland to 
South Carolina in 1770 and served in the 
Revolutionary War with the York County Volunteers. 
His grandfather, Major John McConnell, served in 
the War of 1812 with Andrew Jackson at the Battle 
of New Orleans, and later was sheriff of Hall 
County, Georgia. Following the Civil War, during 
which the family home was burned in Sherman’s 
March to the Sea, his father, Isaac McConnell, 
moved the family in covered wagons to Texas and 
settled in Parker County. John went on a cattle drive 
to Montana soon after arriving in Texas, then read 
law in a law office, was sheriff of Rains County for 
several terms, was engaged in the mercantile 
business in Childress, was one of the founders of 
Wellington, was sheriff of Tom Green County, 
operated a livery stable in San Angelo, and was a 
dealer in land and real estate operations in San 
Angelo. Governor Hogg appointed him an escort 
officer for prisoners being transported to the 
penitentiary, and he was made Sergeant-at-arms of 
the State Democratic conventions in Houston and in 
Dallas. It was said that “the honor was voted him by 
reason of his size and courage, he being six feet four 
inches and a typical sheriff in looks, though he was 
of a very pleasant disposition.” 
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Sheriff McConnell married Elizabeth Austin in 
Rains County in 1875. Their son, James, was born 
in 1876 and died of typhoid fever in Austin in 1897 
and was buried in Mineola. Their daughter, May 
Elizabeth, was born in 1879, married Henry 
Campbell of San Angelo in 1901, and died in 1938 
in Mertzon, where they had made their home for 
many years. Their children were Alva, who married 
Robert C. Staley and now lives in San Angelo; 
Aileen, who married Lee Carpenter, died in 1952 
and is buried in Mertzon; and Glad, who married 
Wilbur Williams and was postmaster in Mertzon for 
many years. She died in 1975 and is buried in 
Mertzon. 

Sheriff McConnell’s son Ross was born in 
Childress in 1885 and died there in 1893 of 
diphtheria. He is buried in Childress. 

Olive McConnell was the youngest child of Sheriff 
McConnell. She was born in 1892 in Childress. She 
graduated from San Angelo High School and 
received her Bachelor of Arts from Southwestern 
University in 1912, and her Master of Arts from the 
University of Texas in Austin in 1924. She was on 
the English Department faculty of the College of 
Industrial Arts, later Texas State College for Women, 
then Texas Woman’s University, in Denton for many 
years. She married Stuart Whitten and had two 
daughters, Mary Lois, who married James Frank 
Clark and lives in Dallas, and Helen who lives in 
Denton now after a career as a Red Cross social 
worker with the Armed Forces. Olive Whitten died 
in 1971 and is buried in Denton. 

Sheriff McConnell was a Mason and member of 
the Methodist Church. Much of his life was spent in 
law enforcement activities, and he was a deputy 
sheriff in Uvalde, Texas, where they moved from 
San Angelo in 1919. He died in March, 1923, and 
was buried in Uvalde; his wife was buried beside 
him in 1932. 

by Mrs. Robert C. Staley 


McCRAW - SMITH 


Jim and Alsie (Smith) McCraw 


Mr. and Mrs. Jim McCraw came to Tom Green 
County in the late 1800’s and settled on Wildcat 
Creek. Accompanied by children, George, Willis, and 
Addie, they came with wagons and teams bringing 
their household goods and stock with them. Their 
first home was a dugout until lumber could be 
freighted in from San Angelo to build their large two- 
story house. It had a separate kitchen-dining area 
connected to the house by a “dog-trot.” The dugout 
then became grandmother McCraw’s root cellar. A 
large underground cistern was built to store rain- 
water for household use. A stone in the chimney was 
inscribed “1888.” 
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Jim McCraw acquired 320 acres, paying 10¢ per 
acre for one quarter section and trading one of the 
wagons and teams for the other quarter. 

James Brandon Obediah Jefferson “Jim” McCraw 
was born in 1832 in Cherokee County, Georgia. His 
father was George Washington McCraw, born in 
South Carolina, 1809, died Cherokee County, 
Georgia, 1881. Jim was the son of Cabraid McCraw, 
born in Lunenberg County, Virginia, 1776, died 
Rutherford County, North Carolina, 1862, and Mary 
Tate, born in Virginia about 1780, died Rutherford 
County, North Carolina, 1817. His mother was Mary 
Turner, born 1808, Spartanburg, South Carolina, died 
Cherokee County, Georgia, 1898. Not much was 
known about the Turner family. 

Alsie (Elsie) Acenath Smith McCraw was born 
1833 in Macon County, North Carolina, to Larkin 
Smith (born 1808, Buncombe County, North 
Carolina, died Cherokee County, Georgia, 1897) and 
Louisa (Long) Smith (born Macon County, North 
Carolina, 1807, died Cherokee County, Georgia, 
1895). Larkin Smith’s parents, Samuel Smith (born 
Ablemarle County, Virginia, 1765, died Rusk 
County, 1856) and Mary Jerrett Smith (born North 
Carolina 1767, died Rusk County, 1862), came to 
Texas in 1846 when Grandfather Samuel Smith was 
81 years old. 

Jim McCraw and Acenath Smith were married 
January 8, 1850, in Georgia. During their early 
married life, they made a trip to the California gold 
fields by wagon. Some sources say they found 
enough gold to buy a farm near their parents in 
Georgia. Jim McCraw served four years in the 28th 
Georgia Cavalry during the Civil War. After the War 
ended, they packed their remaining belongings and 
came to Texas, settling in Delta County in 1866. 
Seven of their twelve children were born in Georgia, 
one on the way to Texas and four in Texas. 

George C. McCraw, born in Georgia, 1854, died 
San Angelo, 1931, was a well-known Church of 
Christ minister. Willis Larkin McCraw, born in Delta 
County, 1874, worked for the Harris Brothers Ranch, 
first as a line rider, later as a teamster, freighting 
supplies from San Angelo to Robert Lee and from 
San Angelo to their ranch near Comstock. Willis and 
his wife, Elthany (Hux) McCraw, once lived out a 
homestead claim on Cotton Mountain on the Divide. 
It was later sold to W.C. Locke. Willis was road 
overseer for that part of the county. 

Willis loved to hunt and was an excellent 
marksman. Once while serving with a sheriff’s posse 
pursuing an escaped prisoner hiding on the March 
Ranch, he was responsible for the man’s being 
recaptured. He placed his shot accurately, disabling 
but not maiming or killing the prisoner. 

Once or twice each year, a trip would be made to 
San Angelo to buy supplies. It was a big event in 
their life; the trip usually took three or four days. 
The first night out would be spent camping at the 
windmill on what is now known as the John Cargile 
Ranch; the next morning, on to San Angelo, where 
the day would be spent shopping and sightseeing. 
Mother remembered riding the street car with her 
brother Willis, out to the fairground and back for a 
nickel, and spending nights in the wagon yard. On 
the return trip they would camp at Pecan Springs 
(Pecan Motte) near the present county line. Other 
early memories were attending camp meetings and 
picnics at China Springs and on the North Concho 
River and Confederate reunions at Christoval and 
Fort Chadbourne. Willis loved horseracing and kept 
a number of fine race horses. 


When the McCraws came west, this was virgin 
land which had never been used for anything except 
ranching. Mother said the grass was kneehigh; there 
were wild plums and grapevines on the creeks. They 
soon had the land cleared and planted to grain and 
cotton. Game was plentiful and their diet was varied 
by fish from the Colorado River. 

Grandmother McCraw died in 1909, Jim in 1910. 
Both are buried in Robert Lee Cemetery with their 
children and grandchildren. 

by Betty Clawson 


McCROHAN - BESSIRE 


Wilmer Howard Bessire and Mary Bell 
McCrohan, daughter of Emmett McCrohan, Sr., and 
Mary Ann Alley McCrohan, were married in 1935 
in San Angelo. Wilmer ranched for several years in 
Tom Green County. He went to work for Goodyear 
Proving Grounds on Concho Avenue as their first 
mechanic and retired 30 years later in 1976, as 
grounds supervisor. They have three daughters. 

Mary Gertrude, born September 20 at Shannon 
Hospital during the 1936 flood, is married to Joe A. 
McClure. They have three children, Andy, Teri, and 
Nancy (McClure) McCollum, and one grandchild, 
Jason McCollum. 

Wilma Ann is married to Colonel John Haga. 
They have three children, Deborah, Matthew, and 
Jennifer. 

Patsy Jean is married to Lt. Colonel Gerald 
Swinarsky.They have two children, Keith and 
Derrick. 

by Mary Bell McCrohan Bessire 


McCROHAN, DAN E. AND 
MARGUERITE (OGDEN) 


Dan E. McCrohan was born February 1, 1909, in 
Martin County, to John and Molly McCrohan. Dan 
attended Raton High School in New Mexico. 

Dan and Marguerite Ogden were married February 
23, 1931, in San Angelo. Marguerite’s parents were 
the late Ira and Edith (Maley) Ogden. Ira was a 
cowboy for many years around Sonora, Juno, 
Eldorado, and Sterling City. 
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Ira and Edith (Maley) Ogden with daughter, 


Marguerite 


Dan and Marguerite had one child, Danice Kay, 
born in 1952. And they have one grandchild, Brook 
Merriman. Danice Kay is married to Kevin Lassiter. 

Soon after Dan and Marguerite were married, they 
moved to the R.F. Halbert pecan farm near twelve- 


Dan E. and Marguerite (Ogden) McCrohan with 
daughter Danice Kay 


mile bridge. They lived there for several years and 
Dan budded pecan trees and farmed. 

Later, he went to work for Evans and Taylor 
Construction as construction foreman. 

He entered the military in 1942 and trained at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma. His primary service was working in 
the army hospital, Cantonment Hospital, at Ft. Sill. 
He was discharged in 1945 and returned to his work 
with Evans and Taylor Construction in San Angelo. 
One of their construction projects was building the 
San Angelo Coliseum. 

Marguerite states, “When we lived on the 
Halbert’s place, we had wonderful neighbors who 
got together and played “42,” and I belonged to the 
Home Demonstration Club. The first agent I 
remember was Dyora Crowder. Our Tankersley 
P.T.A. helped to make improvements on the school 
ground in Tankersley in 1934. The WPA was very 
active at that time, and we had the first WPA outdoor 
toilet at the school. Lots of other changes have been 
made since then.” 

Dan McCrohan died October 10, 1971, and is 
buried in Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

by Marguerite McCrohan 


McCROHAN, DAVE 


Dave McCrohan, the third of six children of 
pioneers Eugene and Isabelle Wilson McCrohan, 
arrived in the Concho country at age 2. He was born 
on December 18, 1865, on the Peter Maxwell Ranch 
on the Vernejo River near Trinidad, New Mexico, 
where his father was working. In 1867, his parents 
moved their family to Texas and settled on a ranch 
near the Ben Ficklin Crossing, approximately a mile 
from the Ben Ficklin stage station on the South 
Concho River. 

After the start of construction of Fort Concho in 
1869, Dave’s father drove a herd of milk cows from 
Menardville to his ranch to supply milk and butter 
for the soldiers and construction workers at the fort, 
thereby becoming the first dairy farmer in West 
Texas. 

Dave was given the name of “Eugene” at birth, 
but at an early age, he acquired the nickname of 
“Dave” after an elderly man working on the ranch. 
It is said the elderly ranch hand named Dave always 
walked, stooped over, with his hands behind his 
back. When the young boy Eugene picked up this 
habit, his father gave him the nickname of “Dave,” 
which was to stay with him through the rest of his 
life. 


Dave and his four brothers — John, Charlie, 
Emmett, and Daniel — were taught to sit in a saddle 
and how to shoot at a nearly age. (The boys had one 
sister, Isabelle, who later married Will C. Jones.) As 
they grew up, the McCrohan boys rode the range in 
West Texas, when for mile after mile nothing met 
the eye except roving herds of buffalo, cattle, and 
antelope, and where the lone traveler kept an eye 
open for “the redmen.” 

Dave recalled that twice while he was living with 
his parents at the Ben Ficklin Crossing ranch, their 
home was attacked by Indians, but were driven away 
quickly by a show of strength from the McCrohans 
and their ranch hands. While the ranch lost a few 
horses to the Indians from time to time, more trouble 
was caused by rustlers than Indians. Frequently, the 
cattle thieves were pursued and overtaken by the 
ranch hands to recover the stolen livestock. 

When Dave was 16, his father moved the family 
to the Pecos country where they had more than 3,300 
head of Longhorns under their brand. Eventually, 
they moved into New Mexico to continue ranching 
and returned to Tom Green County in 1890 where 
Dave, his brothers, and father extended their ranching 
interests into Schleicher County and north to the 
Panhandle. After the passing of the longhorns, they 
bred only high-grade Herefords. 

At the age of 34, Dave married Pearl Furey on 
September 12,1900, and established a home on 
East Harris, where the couple raised eight children. 
Dave’s association with his father continued until 
1917, when he acquired a ranch near Robert Lee, 
which he operated until 1928. At that time, for health 
reasons, he sold the five-section ranch to Jess Holden 
and retired. His death occurred in June, 1947, at the 
age of 82. He is buried in Calvary Cemetery. 

Dave and Pearl McCrohan’s children were Emma 
Belle Perciful, Mary Roe, Katie Stroud, Fannie Pearl 
McCrohan, Dora Ellen Turntine, Minnie Grace Pratt, 
and Dave Mark McCrohan. 

by Wyvon McCrohan 


McCROHAN, EMMETT, 
SR. and JR. 


Emmett McCrohan, Sr., was born in 1867 at 
Missouri Settlement, near Hondo, New Mexico, and 
moved with his family to what is now Tom Green 
County. They settled on 33 sections of land in Tom 
Green and Schleicher Counties. 

From the 1870 Bexar County Census, Tom Green 
District: 

“Hay Contractors — 6 miles SW of Ft. Concho — 
July 23, 1870. No. 28. Eugene McCrohan, 32 MW 
Stock Raising — Ireland. Isabel, 30 FW keeping 
house — Illinois (should be Glasgow, Scotland.) John, 
9 MW at home, Colorado. Charles, 7 MW at home, 
New Mexico. Eugene, 5 MW at home, New Mexico. 
Emmett, 3 MW at home, New Mexico. Daniel .5 yr 
MW at home, Texas.” 

Emmett grew up on the ranch working alongside 
his brothers. He was 14 years old when J. Willis 
Johnson worked on his dad’s ranch in 1881 as a 
cowboy. 

Indian attacks were not unusual, and Emmett 
remembers being taken with the family to caves 
around the country to escape the Indian raids. 

In 1911, he married Mary Ann Alley, a school 
teacher from California. 

Among the names appearing as members of the 
honorary Half Century Club of the Concho Country 


Emmett McCrohan, Sr. 


(1884-1934) were Dan, Dave, Emmett, and Charles 
McCrohan. Members are persons who resided in the 
Concho land in 1884 and are living here now (1934). 

Emmett ranched near Pecan Station and on Pecan 
Creek, being a sheep rancher until he retired in 1941. 

Mr. and Mrs. McCrohan were members of the 
Sacred Heart Church. They had a home on 22nd 
Street. Between the home and the ranch, they reared 
their five children. Mary married Wilmar Bessire. 
Their children were Mary Gertrude, Wilma and 
Patsy. They have eight grandchildren and two great- 


Emmett McCrohan, Jr. 
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grandchildren. Edith married June Chapple from 
Christoval. Their children are Frank III, Dee, and 
Hobby. They have six grandchildren. Dan (deceased) 
married and had five children, including Emmett 
Lester, Dan Curtis, Lestie Reva, and Ruth. Mable 
married Walter Rosenthal from San Angelo and had 
two children, Mary Ann and Deborah (deceased) and 
two grandchildren. 

Mrs. McCrohan died in the mid-1930’s and he died 
October 9, 1947. 


Emmett McCrohan, Jr., was born March 29, 1913. 
He grew up on the ranch and the home on 22nd 
Street. He attended Sacred Heart and San Angelo 
High School. He worked on the ranch and for his 
Uncle Dan, until a horse fell with him and broke his 
wrist in 1936. After that, he bought the Texas Hotel 
and operated it until 1945. He served about 20 
months with the Army Engineer Corps during WWII. 
After his discharge, he began working at Goodyear 
Proving Grounds late in 1944. He sold the Texas 
Hotel in 1945 and bought some land on the Paint 
Rock Road where he resides. He retired from 
Goodyear in 1978. He is a member of the Knights 
of Columbus. 

by Mary Bell McCrohan Bessire 


McCROHAN, EUGENE 


One of the early settlers of the little community 
of Ben Ficklin in 1867 was Eugene McCrohan, who 
operated a dairy business about 1.5 miles east of Ben 
Ficklin from a herd of 300 cows he had purchased 
in Menardville. For four years he furnished the post 
soldiers at Fort Concho with milk and butter. Taking 
care of another of the soldiers’ needs, he also owned 
the Rock Bluff Brewery for several years. 

Born in 1838 in Kilkenny County, Ireland, Eugene 
McCrohan came to this country in 1851 at age 13 
with his sister Joanna. His parents, John and Dora 
O’Connell McCrohan, had fled with their family and 
friends to Spain to escape famine and oppressive rule 
of Protestant English landowners. Joanna clerked in 
stores so that her brother could continue his 
education. Although he had planned to study 
medicine, he relocated in Joliet, Illinois, where he 
was appointed postmaster. In Joliet, he met and 
married Isabell Wilson, a native of Glasgow, 
Scotland. 

He later quit his postmaster job and joined the trek 
West. He purchased two wagons and teams of oxen 
and contracted to haul carnival equipment as far as 
Denver. After reaching Denver, the couple’s first son, 
John, was born in September, 1860. Shortly 
afterward, they moved to New Mexico, where 
Eugene learned the ranching business and also served 
two years in the Union Army. A second son, Charlie, 
was born in Raton in January, 1864, and a third, 
Eugene (Dave), was born on the huge Maxwell 
Ranch, while his father was working there. Shortly 
after the birth of a fourth son, Emmett, in Hondo in 
1867, the family moved to their Ben Ficklin ranch. 
The last two of their six children were born on the 
ranch — Daniel in 1872, followed by the birth of 
Isabell, their only daughter. During this time, it is 
reported the ranch was attacked by Indians several 
times, but they usually ran off after a show of force 
from the McCrohan boys, who had been taught at 
an early age to shoot and ride. 

In 1875, among the first brands to be registered 
with the County Clerk were those of Eugene and 
John McCrohan. 
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In about 1878, Eugene McCrohan and his family 
moved to the Middle Concho where he was engaged 
in ranching. He was one of the cattlemen who 
organized the Colorado-Concho Stock Association 
during the 70’s, later to become Texas Cattle Raisers 
Association. He was interested in race horses. The 
McCrohan family spent some time in the Pecos area, 
where they had a herd of over 3,500 cattle. 

In the February election of 1881, Eugene voted in 
Precinct One. 

In 1890, he was back in Tom Green County where 
he and his sons remained active in the ranching 
business. 

He owned the Lone Star Drug Store at 221 South 
Chadbourne, selling it in 1912. 

Eugene McCrohan died on January 2, 1928, and 
is buried in Calvary Cemetery. 

by Wyvon McCrohan 


McCROHAN, GEOFFREY O. 


Jeff and Jessie McCrohan 


Geoffrey O. (Jeff) McCrohan was born October 
3, 1911, in Christoval. He was the youngest of eight 
children born to John and Mary (Mollie) Kilgore 
McCrohan. His mother died in 1912 when he was 
one year old. 

The family moved to Raton, New Mexico, where 
they lived for several years, then returned to Tom 
Green County. 

He, first, married Geraldine and they had two sons, 
Archie and Dale. On September 12, 1966, he married 
Jessie Rodgers Monsey, in San Angelo. She had two 
daughters, Oressa and Clara. After he and Jessie 
married, he joined the Baptist Tabernacle Church 
where Jessie was a member. 

He was a foundry foreman for a number of years 
for San Angelo Foundry. 

“Jeff” died July 19, 1978, and his wife Jessie died 
September 10, 1978. Both are buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 


McCROHAN, JESSIE RODGERS 


Jessie Hartwell Rodgers was born February 12, 
1897, in Davilla, Milam County, one of five children 
of James H. and Mary Jane Rodgers. The family 
trekked to New Mexico by wagon in 1904 to 
homestead, but returned to Texas in 1905, settling at 
Trickham where Jessie attended school. She and 
Autrey A. Monsey married in 1915. They moved to 
San Angelo in 1928. 

As circumstances required, Jessie made a living 
with the basic skills of homemaking. When Autrey 
went to Canadian oil fields, she worked in a boarding 
house to support herself and their two small 


daughters, in order to save all the money which he 
sent home. She sewed for the public. When Autrey 
was the airport manager, she sewed wind socks, 
fabric skin for aircraft surfaces, and pretty helmets 
for the lady pilots. 

During the Depression, she did housekeeping in 
private homes or worked as a practical nurse. She 
worked in laundries. But mostly she cooked. She 
sold homemade angel food cakes, yellow cakes, and 
steamed brown bread. She served family style meals 
at the American Hotel. She worked at a number of 
different restaurants and at the private tuberculosis 
sanatorium on 30th Street. 

During World War I, she was employed by a 
promoter who established a chain of Jumbo 
hamburger stands. His method of operation was to 
open a new business, build up a brisk trade with good 
large burgers at a low price, and then sell the business 
itself at a quick profit. Jessie worked at several of 
these locations and bought the Jumbo No. 3 at 118 
North Main in 1945. At lunchtime, students from 
the Junior High School on Magdalen swarmed in. 
The drive-in trade was good in the evenings. Jessie 
would keep the place open on holidays; Christmas 
was the busiest day of the year for hamburgers, and 
any of her family who came to visit her could be 
conscripted to help. 


Jessie Rodgers Monsey/McCrohan 1950 


Jessie Rodgers Monsey (on left) and Elmira Rodgers 
Meek (on right). Place: Jumbo #3 Hamburger Stand 
on 118 North Main Street, San Angelo - 1946 


In 1956, she planned a sort of semi-retirement. 
The lease was too expensive on Main Street; so she 


had the building moved to some lots she owned at 
711 North Buchanan, and added living quarters. The 
area was industrial, near Green’s railroad car works 
and a junkyard of crushed autos. Enough regular 
customers found the place to keep it operating. She 
stocked a good selection of candy because she 
enjoyed the frequent visits from the neighborhood 
children. Sometimes she served hot lunches to 
workers in the vicinity. She operated the business 
on this reduced scale until the property was sold to 
make way for the East-West freeway. 

Jessie was married to Geoffrey O. McCrohan in 
1966; both of them died in 1978. 

by Oressa Martin 


McCROHAN, JOHN 


John McCrohan, the eldest son of Eugene and 
Isabell McCrohan, was born in 1860 in Denver, 
Colorado. John’s birth occurred after his parents had 
contracted to haul carnival equipment from Joliet, 
Illinois, to Denver. Shortly after John’s birth, the 
family had moved to New Mexico. By the time of 
John’s seventh birthday, he had three brothers, 
Charlie, Eugene, and Emmett. 

Shortly after Emmett’s birth, the McCrohan family 
came to the Ben Ficklin settlement. The fort was 
still under construction, and Mr. McCrohan operated 
a dairy farm, selling milk and butter to the soldiers. 
The family later moved to a ranch on the Middle 
Concho, where still another brother, Daniel, and a 
sister, Isabell, were born. 

The young McCrohan boys were taught early to 
ride and shoot since Indian attacks could still be 
expected. Several times the Indians did attack the 
ranch, but were quick to leave after a show of force 
from the McCrohan boys. It was a 14-year old John 
who in 1874 discovered the body of the last Indian 
attack victim in this area. The victim’s name was 
Olden, a Kentuckian, whose riderless horse returned 
to the ranch toward the end of the day. At daylight a 
search party went out. Young John rode ahead of the 
rest of the group and came upon the Kentuckian’s 
body. With half a dozen arrows in his body, he had 
been scalped, and the Indians had left a whiskey 
bottle sitting on his chest. 

John grew up to marry Mary Kilgore, who had 
been born in Louisiana in 1871. Making their home 
on the Middle Concho ranch, John’s family is shown 
in the 1900 census, listing John as a stockman, and 
the couple’s children as Isabell, born in 1895; Ilene, 
born in 1896; and Dora, born in 1898. Also living 
with John and Mary were John’s bachelor brothers, 
Charlie, Eugene, and Daniel O’Connor McCrohan. 
Charlie and Daniel were to remain unmarried for 
their lifetimes. His sister, Isabell, later married Will 
C. Jones, a rancher, bank director and a former Texas 
Ranger. 

After the turn of the century, five sons were born 
to the family — Jack, Eugene, Charlie in 1907, Dan 
and Jeff. As was not unusual during this era, tragedy 
struck the family when Mary, although 11 years her 
husband’s junior, died in 1912 with her children at 
her bedside, leaving John with eight children. The 
oldest daughter, Isabell, who was then a young lady 
of 17, never married, devoting her young adulthood 
to the raising of her younger brothers and sisters. 

John later moved his family into town, making a 
residence on North Magdalen, across the street from 
the old North Ward School. He lived there until his 
death in 1932. He and Mary are buried in Calvary 


Cemetery along with his parents, some of his 
children, and many other McCrohan relatives. 
by Wyvon McCrohan 


McCULLOUGH, R.E. 


Ralph Eugene McCullough was born in Bosque 
County near Kimball, on September 22, 1876. He 
was the sixth of the eight children of Jasper A. (a 
Confederate veteran) and Emily Cleveland 
McCullough. He attended schools at Kimball and 
received his Bachelor of Science degree from Central 
College at Walnut Springs, in 1895. On August 4, 
1901, Ralph and Minnie May Goddard were married 
by Rev. S. Richardson in Bosque County. She was 
the daughter of James W. and Elizabeth Gill 
Goddard, born March 24, 1879. 

They had two children, Lona Abbe, born May 19, 
1902, who died of pneumonia on December 18, 
1903, and Ralph Earl, born September 22, 1904. 

In January of 1907, they purchased 320 acres in 
the Mullins (now Veribest) community of Tom 
Green County. The land was purchased from J.W. 
Crisler of Dallas for the sum of $2000. Ralph made 
several trips to build a house in preparation for their 
move. In the fall of 1911, the family completed the 
move, Ralph accompanying the livestock, farm 
equipment and household goods in a boxcar. May 
and Earl made the trip by passenger train. 

The winter of 1911-1912 was spent preparing 
grass land for farming and building barbed wire 
fences. A neighbor, Bud Neely, forgot about the new 
fence and rode his motorcycle into it; fortunately he 
was not seriously injured. 

Ralph engaged in a diversified farming operation, 
raising cotton, corn, maize, oats, sheep and cattle. 
He drilled irrigation wells in the 1930s and raised 
mostly cotton and maize from then until 1951 when 
he retired. 

Ralph and May were very active in school affairs, 
providing housing and board for a number of the 
Veribest teachers in the teens and twenties. Ralph 
served on the Tom Green County schoolboard for 
many years. 

Earl attended school at Veribest and graduated 
from San Angelo Business College. He worked at 
the Brady Hotel in Brady, Texas, for a short time, 
then at the St. Angelus Hotel in San Angelo. While 
working at the St. Angelus, he met Isabell Emeline 
Cooper, the daughter of Luther and Lovie Ann Taylor 
Cooper. They were married on May 15, 1926. After 
their marriage they moved to Veribest to help with 
the farm. Their marriage produced three children: 
Ralph Eugene, born January 15, 1928, Lynda 
Yvonne, born July 6, 1933 and Gwynn Odette, born 
January 5, 1936. 

May died on May 10, 1943, and Ralph on February 
13, 1956. They are buried in the Mullins cemetery. 
Earl died August 7, 1971, and is buried at the Kimball 
cemetery in Bosque County. 

by Ralph E. McCullough 


McDONALD, BOBBY RAY 


Bobby Ray McDonald, third child of Charley and 
Pearl (Springer) McDonald, was born January 23, 
1929, at Ballinger. 

Early day memories he shared with his older 
brother and sister were running to a neighbor’s cellar 
while an approaching cyclone tore up the area around 


Children of Charley and Pearl McDonald - 1929 
L to R: Charles R., Bobby R., and Billie Faye 
McDonald 


their home place at Aspermont. Mom and Dad, with 
a younger brother and baby sister, lay in a gully while 
the storm passed overhead. Afterward they searched 
the path of the storm for survivors, salvaging what 
they could. One hog lay prone with a plank through 
its body. 

When the family moved to Del Mar Addition in 
San Angelo in 1937, Bobby attended Santa Rita and 
McGill Schools. During the Korean Conflict, he 
served his country two years at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 
from 1950 through 1952. 

Bobby and Jo Etta (Eubanks) of Corpus Christi 
were married June 3, 1950. Their three children are 
Bobbie Jo, born May 7, 1952; Debra Kay, born 
October 23, 1953; and Bruce Ray, born August 26, 
1959. Bobbie Jo married Lawrence Price Meyer II, 
on August 25, 1973, in Corpus Christi, and they have 
two children: Keri Sue, born February 2, 1976, and 
Lawrence Price III, born February 14, 1980. Debra 
Kay married Arnold Edwin Wollesen on June 30, 
1973, in Corpus Christi. They have one daughter, 
Tracy Kay, born January 17, 1979. 


Bobby Ray McDonald 
1929-1976 


Bobby worked for L.V. Sparks in 1953, welding 
in building construction. In 1955, he worked for Lane 
Brothers Trucking, and in 1957, he went to work for 
Pool Company. He was mechanically minded, 
furthered his education at Peoria, Illinois, and also 
attended Detroit Diesel Allison School at 
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Indianapolis. He taught many young men the trade 
of welding and mechanic work and some have said 
that there was not a “welder or mechanic that could 
hold a light to him.”’ His employer, Mr. Frank Pool, 
said, “He was a mechanical genius, solving problems 
over the telephone that degreed engineers on the site 
could not solve.” He was transferred to Hobbs, New 
Mexico, by Pool Company, where he worked for 
about two years, and returned to San Angelo in 1966. 

Bobby enjoyed many fishing trips to Mexico, the 
Pecos River, and the Rio Grande River, and hunting 
deer and elk in Colorado with his five brothers. 
Their tall tales are still enjoyed by them and two 
generations since. 

June 25, 1969, Bobby married Bernice Vanderburg 
of Crane,Texas, and they lived in San Angelo. 
They both survived the crash of a light plane in which 
they were passengers, March 28, 1971, when the 
single engine stopped running. Bobby pulled the 
other four passengers from the plane to safety, even 
though he had serious injuries. 

Bobby traveled extensively around the United 
States and Canada and made one trip to Saudia 
Arabia, troubleshooting equipment for Pool 
Company. He was on his third trip to Quito, in 
Ecuador, in the Oriental Jungles of South America, 
July 9, 1976, when a rig accident took his life. 

Many friends and family mourned his passing and 
attended his burial services at Lawnhaven Memorial 
Cemetery in San Angelo. “His memory lingers on 
within the hearts of those who care.” 

by JoAn (McDonald) Earnest 


McDONALD, CHARLES ROY 
and CONNIE (LOGAN) 


~ = ae SD.- 


‘ 4 
N a * ot : 
Charles Roy and Connie (Logan) McDonald Family 


Back row L-R: Leona, Sharon, Charlene. Front row 
L-R: Charles, Connie, Roseanna and Robert 


Charles Roy McDonald, Jr., was born October 11, 
1925, in Wortham in Freestone County. He was the 
first of eight children born to Charley and Pearl 
(Springer) McDonald. Charles has lived in San 
Angelo for the majority of his life. As a teenager he 
worked in the G.W. Jennings Garage, located at 
Chadbourne and 23rd Street. Charles served in World 
War II and was discharged with the rank of Sergeant. 

Charles and Conswillow Wesaling “Connie”’ 
Logan were married in Corpus Christi on December 
18, 1948. Their children are Leona Pearl (Pierce), 
born January 21, 1953; Charlene (Payne), born 
August 28, 1954; Robert James, born November 8, 
1956; Roseanna (Quinlan), born July 15, 1960; 
Sharon Lea (Hirst), born October 10, 1961. 

After returning to San Angelo in 1949, Charles 
opened a mechanic shop on the Christoval Highway. 
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Charles had the first hot mix plant, a portable unit, 
in San Angelo in 1956. He also designed the first 
gravel spreader boxes in San Angelo. Charles built 
a drying unit for gypsum mining in Van Horn. 
Because his shop was close to the farming 
community of Fairview and Wall, he also repaired 
farming equipment. 

The family moved to the Lake View area in 1961. 
Charles worked for E.W. Wilson Paving from 1961 
until his retirement in 1982. Charles then opened his 
own business again: McDonald Investments. 

Charles is a charter member of the North Angelo 
Lions Club when it was organized in 1972, and was 
named Lion of the Year in 1975. 

by Charlene (McDonald) Payne 


McDONALD, CHARLEY 
ROBERT 


Charley Robert McDonald was born in 1898 at 
Robert Lee. He was the youngest child of Ida 
(Bradberry) and William Rushing McDonald. He 
lived in several West Texas towns including Wall, 
Gorman (Averitt Community), Ballinger, Abilene, 
Aspermont and San Angelo. 

His occupations ranged from cowboying, 
following the cotton crops, and roughnecking in the 
Wortham and Luling oil fields during the East Texas 
oil boom. Being handy with his hands and having a 
good eye for building and carpentry helped him 
support his family during the Depression years. 

The need for automobile mechanics led him to 
establish a garage in Abilene and, along this line, an 
independent dealership in San Angelo. 

In 1923, he was operating an auto conveyance 
(taxi) service in Ballinger. He would meet the train 
at the depot and that is how he met and later courted 
Texas Pearl (Springer) from Terrell. They were 
married in Ballinger and raised six sons and two 
daughters, most of whom now live in San Angelo. 

It took strong nerves to raise a large family during 
the Depression years and later to have sons serve in 
WWII and the Korean conflict. “The worse part of 
the Depression years was not knowing if it was going 
to ever end or if life would always be this way,” 
Charley stated. 

In 1937, the family moved from Aspermont back 
to 1818 Sterling Street (later called Fillmore Street) 
in San Angelo in Del Mar Addition into a house 
Charley had built. It was a sparsely settled 
neighborhood, with many people living in tents. 

Charley bought used autos and trucks, repaired 
and then resold them. The family had cows and 
chickens and a garden with much canning. 


L to R: Pearl, Billie Faye (2), Charles (3) and 
Charley McDonald - 1928 - Del Mar Addition - San 
Angelo at 1818 Sterling Street (now Filmore Street) 


Charley McDonald - Taken about 1960-62 - About 
60 years old (Kitchen of home on Christoval 
Highway) 


In 1949, the family moved to a large concrete 
home on the Christoval Highway about a quarter mile 
from Ben Ficklin. There were five children then 
living at home. Charley and Pearl, with all the kids 
helping, built this home by layering 18” of concrete 
at a time until the walls were built. Even the inside 
walls dividing the rooms are of solid concrete. 

Charley continued his auto mechanic work, plus 
farming the sixty acres. They raised broilers in a long 
tin barn. They candled and sold eggs to the area 
grocery stores. 

The children enjoyed swimming at the Ben Ficklin 
and the Metcalfe Dams and in the old rock quarry 
on the adjoining land owned by Cecil Montgomery. 
Rock for the Ben Ficklin Courthouse and School 
came from this quarry. Later it furnished the crushed 
rock for constructing the North Concho Dam in 1952. 

The family often walked over to the old Ben 
Ficklin Cemetery where many of the graves were 
decorated with sea shells, marbles and colored glass. 
Charley and Pearl had a special feeling for the old 
cemetery. When Charley passed away June 3, 1976, 
permission was given for a family plot to be marked 
off for the McDonalds. His sons enclosed the area 
with concrete, and markers were placed on his grave. 

by JoAn (McDonald) Earnest 


McDONALD, MRS. CHARLEY 
ROBERT (PEARL) 


My grandparents came from Tupelo, Mississippi, 
in 1885, to Kaufman County, in a covered wagon 
drawn by oxen. My parents, Mary Alice (Edwards) 
and James Lowry Springer, were married in Terrell, 
in 1890. They had four sons and I, Texas Pearl, was 
their only daughter, born November 21, 1902, in 
Kaufman County. My father was a farmer with good 
black soil and he raised fine horses. 

In 1907, when I was just five years old, my father 
died when the influenza epidemic was taking so 
many lives. My mother was left a widow with five 
young children to raise. We continued living on our 
farm-place by leasing the land to sharecroppers until 
we children got big enough to farm it ourselves. 

In 1910, when I was almost nine years old, 
Halley’s Comet streaked across the sky. The comet 


i 
Grady and Pearl Springer - 1912 


was a very frightening sight for us to witness, 
especially with all the talk among the neighbors about 
what would happen when its great “tail”? touched 
the earth. Some thought it would be the end of the 
world. The preacher certainly took advantage of it 
to turn our thoughts toward a Higher Being. At the 
Comet’s brightest in May of 1910, it was light enough 
at night that you could read a newspaper by it. I was 
very relieved when it no longer appeared in the sky 
and the earth was still intact. When the comet 
reappeared in 1986, I wished it had been as brilliant 
as in 1910 so that I could have relived that experience 
without the fear. 

I worked in a sewing factory in Dallas as a young 
woman and went to Ballinger in response to an ad in 
the Dallas newspaper for garment workers in a small 
factory in Ballinger. This factory was on the second 
floor of the building at 107 Eighth Street where the 
Everett Furniture is located today. 


Pearl (Springer) McDonald, 1978 - 76 years old 


I met and married Charley R. McDonald in 
Ballinger, and we raised six sons and two daughters. 
Wortham, Texas, in Freestone County, was an oil 
boom town with a tent city in 1925 when Charles 
R., Jr., was born. He presently lives in San Angelo. 
Billie Faye (Lane) was born in 1926 in Ballinger, 
and lives in Sweetwater; Bobby Ray was born in 
Ballinger in 1929. He died in an industrial accident 
in Equador, South America, in 1976 and is buried in 
Lawnhaven Cemetery in San Angelo. Freddy Eugene 
was born in Wall (Averitt) in 1932 and lives in San 
Angelo; Betty JoAn (Earnest) was born in 1934 in 
Aspermont and lives in San Angelo; James Patrick 
was born in 1936 in Aspermont and lives in San 
Angelo; Jon Larry was born in 1939 in San Angelo 
and still resides here; Donald Mike was born in 1942 
in San Angelo and now resides in Austin. 

The older children attended Santa Rita and later 
McGill School when we lived in Del Mar Addition 
close to where ASU campus is now. In 1949, we 
moved “out into the country” on the Christoval 
Highway about five miles from San Angelo. The 
younger boys went to Fairview School with the older 
children attending Junior High and San Angelo High 
School. 

Charley passed away June 3, 1976, and is buried 
at the old Ben Ficklin Cemetery. 

Those of us living from the turn of the century to 
now have seen and experienced more changes than 
any generation in the past and probably any in the 
future will see during their lifetimes. 

by Pearl McDonald 


McDONALD, DONALD MIKE 


Front row L-R: Freddy, Pat, JoAn (Earnest), Mike 
(with boxing gloves), and Corkey. Back row L-R: 
Bobby, Billie (McDonald) Lane, and Mrs. C. R. 
(Pearl) McDonald 


Donald Mike McDonald was born March 17, 
1942, in the Del Mar Addition of San Angelo, the 
eighth and “caboose” child of Pearl (Springer) and 
Charley McDonald. Mike started school in McGill 
in 1948. The McDonald family moved to the 
Christoval Highway in the spring of 1949 and Mike 
transferred to Fairview School, along with two older 
brothers, Corkey and Pat. He attended 9th grade at 
Thomas A. Edison and graduated from San Angelo 
Central High School in 1960. 

He and his brothers spent many hours swimming 
in the rock quarry, then owned by Theo Montgomery, 
adjacent to the McDonald farm. They also fished 
and swam at the Ben Ficklin Dam. They knew the 
best fishing places above and below the Metcalfe 
Dam. In later years, the love of the outdoors by the 
McDonald brothers led to wonderful fishing and 
hunting trips. 


Graduation Day, May 1960 
Mrs. C.R. (Pearl) McDonald and Mike McDonald 


Mike worked for Wilson Paving during high 
school years. He worked for Galbraith Steel and 
Supply on West 14th Street, and for Simmons- 
Huggins Supply on North Randolph from 1963 
through 1973. He presently works for Summers 
Electric in Austin, Texas. 

Mike and Martha Kay Patterson were married in 
Robert Lee in 1961. They had two children, Sandra 
Lynn, born July 11, 1962, and Duane Michael, born 
March 14, 1967. Duane died March 28, 1976, and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. Sandra married Billy 
Moravitz and lives in the Valley at Weslaco. They 
have one son, Billy J. (B.J.). 

Mike and Janice Merelyn Reeves were married 
June 19, 1970, in Monahans. They have two sons, 
Rodney Michael, born August 16, 1973, and James 
Scott, born September 26, 1978. 

by Donald Mike McDonald 


McDONALD, JAMES COLLIE, 
SR., JR., and III 


L to R: James Collie McDonald, James Cailie 
McDonald, Jr., and James Collie McDonald II 


Our branch of McDonalds came to Texas in 1836; 
there has been family in Tom Green since early 1900. 
Uncle M.J. McDonald was president of the old, first 
Junior College. J.C. McDonald, Sr., his brother, came 
to Miles, Runnels County, in January 1914. He 
moved into eastern Tom Green County in early 1919, 
and purchased a farm from Amos Davis in the 
Mullins Crossing community. 

In those days, “dry land farmers” produced .25 to 
.5 bale of cotton per acre, in good years. My dad, 
J.C., built the first irrigation system using water from 
the Concho River. The first year his 165 acres 
produced 350 bales of cotton. People came from far 
and near to see this miracle. It resulted in another 
challenge to J.C. To have adequate water, he had 
built a dam across the river. Now requests came from 
many sources for him to build a dam for folks who 
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were setting up irrigation systems. He built many; 
the nearest to San Angelo was for John Reed at Six 
Mile Crossing. It stands to this day. 

Names of families that I can remember living in 
the Mullins Crossing community were: McBurnett, 
George Richards, Al D. Richards, Hart, Thornton, 
and Anthony. 

While living in Miles, J.C. McDonald, Sr., owned 
the Miles Hardware Company. J.C. later opened an 
office in the old Naylor Hotel building where he was 
active in the land and cattle business for 35 years 
until his retirement. 

Second generation McDonalds are Neal, Sis, J.C., 
Jr., Gayle, C.L., and Jo Alice. Neal, even though 
crippled and against great odds developed a large 
insurance agency. Sis later married Dr. Clinton 
Lagow, a prominent dentist in San Angelo; she still 
resides in Angelo. J.C., Jr., entered the Army in 
WWIL retired as a Colonel. Gayle moved to Snyder 
and established the McDonald Welding Supply 
Company. C.L. was a switchman for Santa Fe 
Railroad in San Angelo; he later moved to Irving, 
Texas. Jo Alice, after graduation from San Angelo 
High, entered Baylor. After Baylor, she taught school 
in Corpus Christi and Killeen. 

Only one third-generation McDonald still lives in 
San Angelo (Tom Green County): James (Jim) Collie 
McDonald, III, Certified Insurance Counselor. He 
has been a successful insurance man there for 26 
years (McDonald-Favor & Co.). 

by Col. James C. McDonald, Jr. 


McDONALD, JAMES PATRICK 


Ruby (Rose) McDonald and James Patrick 
McDonald 


James Patrick (Pat) McDonald was born 
September 28, 1936 in Aspermont. He was the sixth 
child born to Charles Robert and Texas 
Pearl (Springer) McDonald. Pat attended McGill, 
Fairview, San Angelo High School and San Angelo 
College before his marriage to Ruby Augusta Louise 
(Rose) on January 18, 1957 in Rowena, Texas. 

Ruby was born in the Rowena area April 12, 1938, 
the fifth child born to Louis Otto and Ella (Pfluger) 
Rose, early farmers in the Rowena Community. Ruby 
attended the Rowena Public School through the 
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Back row L-R: Kiva DeAun McDonald, Thomas P. 
Lawson and Kathryn Ella Lawson. Front row L-R: 
Stephen Patrick McDonald, Becky Ann McDonald, 
James Weldon McDonald, Ruby McDonald and 
James Patrick McDonald 


eighth grade, then she transferred to Ballinger High 
School until graduation in 1956. 

Pat and Ruby moved to Fort Stockton in 
September of 1957, where Pat worked for Pan 
American Petroleum Corporation until 1959. Their 
son, Stephen Patrick, was born on July 18, 1958. 
They moved back to San Angelo in 1959, where Pat 
helped his brother, Charles Roy, on his hot mix plant. 
In the early part of 1960, Pat went to work for Pool 
Well Servicing Company, as a mechanic. A daughter, 
Kathryn Ella, was born on May 27, 1960. Pat 
transferred to Perryton, in 1964, working the Texas, 
Oklahoma and Kansas areas. This young family 
moved back to San Angelo in June of 1966 to put 
down their roots permanently in this area. Another 
daughter, Kiva DeAun, was born here on June 8, 
1968. 

In his 27 years of service with Pool Well Servicing 
Company, Pat has made a profession of diagnosing 
equipment problems. His work has taken him 
through 23 states in North America and also to 
Equador and Columbia in South America. He 
accepted a management position with Pool company 
in the early 1970's. 

Ruby has been a homemaker all of her married 
life. She worked for a short while in 1956 and 1957 
for General Telephone Company of the Southwest 
as a typist in the stenographic department. Later she 
worked on a part-time basis for S&H Green Stamp 
Store. 

Stephen and Becky Ann Whitehurst of Brushy 
Creek, Texas were married in Frankston, Texas on 
February 12, 1983. Kathryn and Thomas Lawson of 
Fort Worth, Texas, were married on September 27, 
1986 in San Angelo. Ruby and Pat have one 
grandchild, James Weldon McDonald. 

by Pat McDonald 


McDONALD, KIVA DeAUN 


Kiva DeAun McDonald was born June 8, 1968 in 
San Angelo. She was the third child born to James 
Patrick and Ruby (Rose) McDonald. 

Kiva grew up in San Angelo with her elder brother, 
Stephen Patrick and sister Kathryn Ella, enjoying 
many camping and fishing trips to Colorado. She 
attended Alta Loma Elementary School, Robert E. 
Lee Junior High School and graduated from San 
Angelo Central High School in May of 1986 with 
honors from the National Honor Society. 

Her working career began during her senior year 
at Central High School. She was involved in the 
campus Vocational Office Education program which 


Kiva DeAun McDonald 


enabled her to work on a part-time basis for San 
Angelo Savings Association while attending school. 
Kiva continued through the summer months being 
employed by the Texas State Highway Department. 
After she enrolled in Angelo State University in 
1986, Kiva had the opportunity to go to work for 
Enserch Corporation on a part-time basis. 

Kiva is presently a student at Angelo State 
University, majoring in Psychology and minoring 
in Sociology. She is also an active member of Sigma 
Kappa Sorority. She is anxious to see more of the 
world when she visits her elder brother and his family 
next summer in Bad Soden, West Germany. 

by Pat McDonald 


McDONALD, ROBERT JAMES 
and JANET LEA (COLLINS) 


. J > —— 
Robert and Lea (Collins) McDonald 


, 
Wedding picture June 23, 1979 


I, Robert James, am the third child of Charles and 
Connie (Logan) McDonald, born November 8, 1956, 
in San Angelo. 

My dad worked as a mechanic for E.W. Wilson 
and I followed in his footsteps. At about eight years 
of age I was working with my dad, paving streets 
and repairing cars. 
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wie 


I attended Goliad, Lake View Junior High and 
graduated from Lake View High School in 1975. 

I went to Texas Technical Institute in Waco to 
become a Diesel Engineer, and graduated in 1977. I 
worked for Reece Albert, Inc. for over eight years 
before going into a partnership with my dad in 
McDonald Investments. 
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Children of Robert and Lea McDonald 
Bruce Robert and Dashia Renee McDonald 


Janet Lea Collins and I were married on June 23, 
1979. She was born December 24, 1955 in Fort 
Worth to C.B. and Shirley Jean Collins. 

Our first child, Bruce Robert, was born October 
13, 1980. Our daughter, Dashia Renee, was born May 
13, 1983. 

by Robert McDonald 


McDONALD, STEPHEN 
PATRICK 


Left to Right: Stephen Patrick McDonald, Becky Ann 
McDonald and James Weldon McDonald 


Stephen Patrick was born July 18, 1958 in Fort 
Stockton, where his dad was transferred by Pan 
American Petroleum Corporation. He was the first 
born child to James Patrick (Pat) and Ruby (Rose) 
McDonald. In 1959 this young family moved back 
to San Angelo, where their roots had begun. 

Steve grew up in San Angelo with his two sisters, 
Kathryn Ella and Kiva DeAun, and graduated from 
San Angelo Central High School in 1976. The 
following year, he moved to College Station to attend 
Texas A&M University and continue his education 
in the field of architecture. Steve received a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Design in 1980 
and a Master’s Degree in Architecture in 1982, both 
from Texas A&M University. 

While attending college, Steve met his future wife, 
Becky Ann Whitehurst, a charming East Texas girl 
with true grit. She is the daughter of Harry and 
Evelyn Whitehurst, dairy farmers from Brushy 
Creek. Steve and Becky were married on February 


12, 1983 in Frankston. Following their wedding, the 
couple returned to San Angelo, where Steve had 
begun his professional career with Darrow 
McSpedden Sellers, Inc., a local architecture firm. 
In April of the same year, Steve and Becky moved 
to Fort Worth, Texas, where Steve began to work as 
an architect for the Corps of Engineers. 

A new branch to the family tree was added on 
July 31, 1985, the date of a legendary blue moon, 
with the addition of their first child, James Weldon 
McDonald. 

1987 proved to be an eventful year. Steve was 
notified he had passed the architecture exam and was 
a Registered Architect. In July, the family moved 
overseas to West Germany with dreams of seeing 
the world and traveling through the birthplace of 
Western Architecture. 

The world awaited them. 


McDONALD, WILLIAM 
RUSHING 


New land and a new beginning was their reason 
for coming to West Texas. William Rushing 
McDonald was born January 3, 1860 in McNairy 
County, Tennessee. He was the youngest child of a 
family of five brothers and two sisters, born to 
Lucinda (Rushing) and John Holland McDonald, a 
farmer and traveling Church of Christ preacher who 
helped establish churches in Ada, Arkansas. 


mm & - 
William Rushing McDonald Family - Taken July 4, 
1898 in Robert Lee, Texas. Back row L to R: Minnie, 
Jim, Della. Middle row: Maudie, Ida and W.R. with 
John standing by his Dad. Lula is seated to the left. 


The McDonalds immigrated prior to 1810 from 
Scotland to Chester County, South Carolina and then 
moved to McNairy County, Tennessee. 

In 1880, William R. came to Hopkins County in 
East Texas. He married his second wife, Ida Mae 
Bradberry, on December 24, 1882. She was the 
daughter of James Bradberry, a Civil War veteran 
who brought his family from Arkansas to Hopkins 
County after the war. 

To this union was born three sons and four 
daughters, some of them settling in the West Texas 
counties of Coke, Irion, Runnels, Midland, and Tom 
Green. 


William R. and Ida Mae (Bradberry) McDonald 


Traveling in a caravan of covered wagons in 1891, 
William R. brought his family to Robert Lee in Coke 
County. Later, they moved to Leon County and 
finally settled in Runnels County. 

William R.’s occupation throughout this area of 
West Texas included farming, sharecropper, 
following King Cotton, a general merchandise store 
in Robert Lee, and hauling freight from Coke County 
to and from San Angelo in the late 1890’s and early 
1900's. 

After his wife, Ida, died in 1935 and in his later 
years, William R. lived with his various children. It 
seemed he especially liked to visit the home of his 
youngest son Charley and wife, Pearl, in San Angelo, 
where there was always lots going on with their eight 
youngsters there! 

William R. died in 1954 at 94 years of age at 
Charley’s home on the Christoval Highway. He was 
buried beside Ida in the cemetery at Ballinger. 

by JoAn (McDonald) Earnest 


McGILL, ASHABEL ALONZO 
(LON) 


Mr. and Mrs. A.A. McGill 
January 1, 1938 


Ashabel Alonzo (Lon) McGill was born May 18, 
1854, in Morgantown, Virginia. He was the eighth 
child of David and Eliza McGill. At age four, his 
family moved to West Brownsville, Pennsylvania. 
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Lon lived there until 1871 when he went to Stockton, 
California, to live with a sister and her husband. In 
1879, he went to San Antonio, Texas, where he and 
his brother Thomas operated a sheep business in Frio 
County. He moved to Runnels County in 1883, where 
he continued in the stock business. 

Lon started ranching in Concho County before 
Texas had ever heard of barbed wire fences, and he 
often recalled to his grandchildren the traditional 
enmity between cattlemen and sheep ranchers when 
the latter began to move up the Concho Rivers. Once 
aranch-hand of his caught two men cutting his fence. 
The ranch-hand opened fire with a 44-40 Winchester 
rifle and killed one of the culprits. 

Mr. McGill last ranched on eight sections twenty 
miles south of Sterling City, and retired to San 
Angelo, in 1932. 

For several years before the railroad came to San 
Angelo, Mr. McGill had a wagon freight line which 
he operated from the railhead at Abilene, to San 
Angelo. He hauled the first hearse to San Angelo; 
the first safe to the bank located on the corner of 
Oakes and Concho; and the first water tank erected 
on West Concho for Colonel Millspaugh. When Lon 
first arrived in San Angelo, the town consisted of 
one wagon yard, one general store, twenty-one 
saloons, and four whore houses. 

On January 1, 1888, A.A. McGill and Laura Jane 
Harkins were married at the home of her parents on 
Valley Creek, Runnels County. Laura was born June 
8, 1872, in Union County, Georgia. In 1882, she came 
from Georgia to Texas with her family in a wagon 
pulled by oxen. From this union, there were eight 
children: Annie Belle Montgomery, Eula French, 
David McGill, Alonzo Bruce McGill, Dewey 
Neves, Thomas Daniel McGill, Malcolm Curtis 
McGill, and Charles Cooper (Pinky) McGill. There 
were 28 grandchildren and 45 great-grandchildren. 

The present McGill Elementary School on 
Sherwood Way in San Angelo was named for A.A. 
McGill, because of the fact that he, with the 
assistance of a neighbor, W.A. Riggs, built the first 
school in the district. The original location of the 
school was about seven miles west of San Angelo 
and a half mile north of the Mertzon highway. The 
school district was created on June 11, 1889 and was 
designated the Twin Mountain Farm District #9. 
Mr. McGill furnished the land and financed the 
fourteen by twenty foot classroom. Mr. Riggs 
supervised the construction. In the fall of 1903, the 
McGill School opened with ten pupils — five McGill 
and five Riggs children. Miss Kate Lackey of 
Sherwood, was the teacher. Her salary was $20 per 
month for the eight month school term. Classes were 
discontinued in 1920 and the children were bused to 
San Angelo. 

Mr. McGill contributed to other public enterprises 
in San Angelo, donating to the building of the Orient 
Railroad and to public buildings. 

Mr. and Mrs. McGill celebrated their sixtieth 
wedding anniversary shortly before he died on 
February 16, 1948, at the age of 93 and a half years. 
Mrs. McGill died April 13, 1960 at age 88. 

by Charles C. McGill 


McGINTY, RAYMOND 


Walter Raymond was born November 14, 1914, 
in San Angelo to Walter Jack Gregg and Elizabeth 
Elliott Gregg. His parents divorced three years later 
and he never saw his father again. His mother married 
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Raymond McGinty 


Tom McGinty in 1917. Raymond was the oldest of 
Elizabeth’s 14 children. 

Tom McGinty and his family lived in and around 
the San Angelo area working on dairy farms and 
sharecropping at Sherwood, Mertzon, and San 
Angelo. Raymond moved back to San Angelo when 
he was a teenager, to work for his uncle Kent Mitchell 
in a service station on 19th and Chadbourne. He 
worked for room and board. His next job was at 
Motl’s garage. Mr. Motl kept a collection of live 
rattlesnakes, tarantulas, scorpions, and such at his 
shop. These were always a topic of conversations 
and practical jokes. Next Raymond worked for 
Jimmy Landon, in his service station, until 1942, 
when Raymond purchased the business. This first 
station was on the corner of David and Beauregard. 
In 1945, he moved his business to the corner of Abe 
and Concho, and five years later he built a station 
on the corner of Sixth and Randolph. He operated 
this station for 15 years and then was employed by 
the San Angelo School System as a mechanic and 
shop foreman until he retired in 1980. 

Raymond married Hulda Musil, August 11, 1939, 
in San Angelo. This marriage produced six children: 
Patricia Ray married Tommy Deering; their children 
are a daughter, Kelly, and a son, Casey. Janice Marie 
married Ken Logsdon and they had four children, 
two boys, Kenny and Clay, and two girls, Dion and 
Christy. Judith Ann married Dale Ward and they had 
four boys, the first a set of twins, Tracy and Stacy 
(the latter died at birth), Kevin, and Dale. Gerldine 
Grace married Gary Romig and they had two girls, 
Betty and Lennett, and one son, Scott. Catherine 
married Marshall Lowry and they had four girls, 
Nickie, Catherine, Linda, and Marsha. Ray married 
Carol Barns and they had a girl, Heather, and a boy, 
Brett. 

On December 19, 1961, Raymond married Oleta 
Davis Ward. She had four children by a previous 
marriage. They are Dale, Shelton, Sandra, and Randy. 
To this union came a set of twins, a boy, Tim, and a 


girl, Kim. Oleta was killed in a car accident in 1967 
when the twins were three years old. Her youngest 
son, Randy, was living with Raymond at this time, 
and he helped to raise his younger brother and sister. 
Randy is still a very important part of Raymond’s 
family. Raymond is a very self-reliant and patient 
teacher. He taught his children independence, self 
reliance, and respect for others. 
by Cathy Lowry 


McGINTY, THOMAS 
JEFFERSON and ELIZABETH 
(ELLIOTT) 


Elizabeth Elliott McGinty and Thomas J. McGinty 


Thomas Jefferson was born September 21, 1885, 
in Fredonia, to Samuel Americas and Julia 
Montgomery McGinty. His father was a blacksmith 
and Tom learned the trade from him. 

Tom was married to Ruth Curry and had two 
children, Freddy Margret and Samuel Albert. On 
March 3, 1917, he married Elizabeth Elliott Gregg 
in Ballinger. To this union 13 children were born: 
Edna Earl died her first year; Royce Hermon married 
Dorthy Fairchild and then Marion Fairchild. Lillian 
Alice married Hardy Williams. Thomas Patten 
married Claudine Davis and then Peggy Bradley. 
Calvin Green married Helen Alsobrook and then 
Gladys Jones. Edith Estell married Rusty Hudson. 
Floyd Milton married Ruby Padier. Ermon Alberta 
married Rudolph Kleiner, Roy Lathrop, and then 
Alvin Colbough. Maudine Julia B. married Marvin 
Osteen. Wanda Mae married William Neely and then 
Douglas Baker. Gladys Faye died with whooping 
cough in childhood. John Edward married Myrtle 
Blakney. Robert Edwin married Sherly Jones. 

Elizabeth was born May 10, 1897, on a farm 
between Paint Rock and Fort McKavett to Dave and 
Mollie Trammell Elliott. Her family lived in Fort 
McKavett where her grandfather and uncle worked 
at the Green Berry Baker Wagon Yard. They hauled 
freight and mail around the area and sometimes as 
far as El Paso. Elizabeth’s grandmother, Pernillia 
Foster Trammell, died at Fort McKavett in 1901 and 
is buried in the Fort McKavett cemetery. After that, 
the family moved to San Angelo. Mollie died here 
in 1903. Their father, Dave Elliott, disappeared 
around that time, leaving five small children. 
Mollie’s father and brother John looked after her 
children after that. Elizabeth married Jack Gregg in 
San Angelo, December 18, 1911. To this union one 
son, Raymond, was born. She married Tom when 
Raymond was about three, and Tom raised him as 
his son. 

Tom drove a mail hack from Fort Stockton to 
Ozona as a teenager. After he married Elizabeth, they 
worked at the city tourist park in San Angelo. The 
park was located on the river from around the Abe 


Street Bridge to about Randolph Street, where the 
old YMCA is now located. People traveling would 
stop their wagons, pitch a tent, and use the kitchen 
at the park. The kitchen had a gas hot plate to cook 
meals. Some people stayed overnight, others would 
stay several weeks. Tom and his family worked for 
a couple of years on the Loveless and Brown dairy 
outside of San Angelo. He also did some 
sharecropping around Mertzon, Sherwood, and 
Sterling City. Around 1935, he started to work as a 
grounds keeper at the Tom Green County Court- 
house. He worked there for many years until he 
retired. Tom died April 1, 1960, and Elizabeth died 
February 29, 1984. They are both buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Cathy Lowry 


McGLASSON, FRANCIS 
“FANNIE” 


EF annie McGlasson 


Miss Fannie McGlasson of Paris, Texas, moved 
to San Angelo in 1905, following her brother, P. C. 
McGlasson. As a bookkeeper for Martin-Glover 
Company, she was one of the first women employed 
in San Angelo, outside the saloons, that is. Her tales 
of the early town about the dirt streets, board 
sidewalks, the cowboys packing six-shooters and the 
saloons outnumbering the churches ten to one, were 
always fascinating. Even in her 80’s, Fannie still 
referred to herself as just a “delayed bride.” She died 
in the home of her niece, Daisy McGlasson Brown, 
in 1952, and was buried in her family plot in Paris, 
Texas. 

by Mackie Baker 


McGLASSON, PHILIP 
CHAMBERLIN and JOSEPHINE 


In 1903 the newly wed Mr. and Mrs. Philip 
McGlasson moved to San Angelo. Mrs. McGlasson 
was born Josephine Rhoda Loveless in 1883 in 
Brown County. Her family moved to Concho County 
in 1901, to homestead ranch land. McGlasson was 
born in Lamar County in 1874. During the 1890’s 
and early 1900’s, he worked for Radford Grocery 
Company, Brown Cracker and Candy Company, and 
Martin-Glover. He traveled south and west of San 


Philip Chamberlin McGlasson 
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Josephine Loveless McGlasson 


Angelo, calling on grocers and large ranches. His 
tales of traveling unpaved roads in a Model T Ford 
were most exciting. Since hotels were scarce, most 
nights on the road were spent at various ranches, 
frequently with Ira and Ann Yates. 

“Mr. Mac” opened a confectionery in the 200 
block of Chadbourne and eventually a wholesale 
newspaper and magazine business. The news stand 
was located across from the Texas Theatre. He was 
a charter member of the Kiwanis Club, often serving 
as a national representative and once as an 
international delegate into Mexico. He was a founder 
and for many years, a deacon of the Harris and 
Irving Church of Christ. 

Josephine McGlasson was involved in numerous 
civic and charitable projects. As early as 1910, she 
was active in the Mothers and Parent-Teachers 
Association, and held various local and state offices. 


She often spoke in behalf of children’s development 
in the home, citing the importance of Christian 
principles, and the parents’ role in character develop- 
ment. In 1927, she represented Texas at the National 
Child Welfare Conference in Washington, D.C. She 
spoke to the State Sanitarians Convention urging the 
establishment of ordinances to insure safe milk for 
children. She also gave political speeches and was 
particularly opposed to the Governorship of the 
Fergusons. Mrs. McGlasson participated in the 
American Legion Auxiliary, and as an escort for girls 
attending Girls State. 

Josephine often favored her friends with beautiful 
and delicious cakes. In 1936, at a gathering of Texas 
Legislators, Senator Metcalfe refused to cut a cake 
decorated with a replica of the Alamo and the six 
flags, because he considered it a work of art. This 
scenario was repeated by lifelong friend and family 
doctor, C.T. Keyes. 

In later years, the McGlassons returned to their 
Concho County ranch home. Mr. Mac died in 1952, 
and Josephine in 1959. They are buried in the ranch 
cemetery. They were survived by one daughter, Daisy 
Kate, who was born in San Angelo in 1905. 

by Mackie Baker 


McGREW, WILLIAM 
THOMAS (DAN) 


Mr. W.T. Dan McGrew 


“Dan”? McGrew was born May 11, 1907, in 
Lufkin, to Scott McGrew and Ida Granger McGrew. 
He entered Oakwood Junior College at Huntsville, 
Alabama, when he was in the ninth grade, and 
graduated in 19372. 

In November of 1941, he enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama. 
He was the first black man to qualify through 
academic testing as a U.S. airman. He was among 
the first group of black men to qualify for 
membership in Unit 99, Pursuit Squadron (Tuskegee 
Airmen). 

On August 6, 1953, he married Beatrice Blatch in 
Hope Sound, Florida. They had four children: 
Gabriel, who works for Ethicon in San Angelo; 
Patricia Foster, who, together with her husband and 
children, is a missionary in Indonesia; Wendy Harris, 
who has lived in San Angelo since 1983, helped care 
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for her father and helped him with his business; and 
Willo Davis a social worker living in Berrenen 
Springs, Michigan. 

Dan served overseas in Japan and England and 
was able to take his family with him. He served his 
country 24 years, retiring as a Master Sergeant in 
1966. 

He came to San Angelo in 1966. He was a member 
of the Wesley United Methodist Church, Lions Club, 
NAACP, and the Tom Green County Democratic 
Club. He organized the first Cub Scout troop in San 
Angelo. He served as chairman in procuring the 
present church located at 301 West 18th Street. He 
served on several committees for the church and 
contributed financially and spiritually, even after his 
health began to fail. 

He was the first black person to run for City 
Council, making two unsuccessful attempts at it. 

In September of 1967 he began working for the 
Community Action Council as housing director in 
the Office of Equal Opportunity. He was director 
until August 1977, when he became Housing 
Consultant for CAC. He is responsible for procuring 
much of the equipment, materials and vehicles which 
are in use today. He helped the needy get housing 
and the household goods they needed. If someone 
donated a refrigerator, stove, or whatever, he saw 
that it was in perfect condition before someone got 
it. He was on the Pat Attebery TV Show several 
times, explaining the CAC needs for funds and 
equipment. He also acted as Public Relations Man 
for CAC. 

Beatrice McGrew died in San Angelo in May of 
1973. 

Dan died November 30, 1987 in the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center at Big Spring, Texas, 
and was buried in Fairmount Cemetery with full 
military honors. 

by Marie Triplett Foster 


McGUIRE, EDGAR 


Edgar McGuire, son of Walter A. and Muddy 
Patmann McGuire, was born September 1, 1898, at 
Rockdale. He came to Miles at the age of four with 
his father and three brothers, Lennie, Bernice, and 
Fred. 

On December 24, 1921, Edgar and Helen Ray 
were married in Miles. To them were born two 
daughters: Mary Bess (McGuire) Granzin, 
September 30, 1922, and Eddye Marie (McGuire) 
Dreyer, June 29, 1936. 

Edgar and Helen began their married life 
purchasing a farm near Ray community. Edgar, 
loving to trade and speculate on real estate, had many 
farms change hands in his lifetime. In 1962, they 
moved to Mills County for ten years, then back to 
Miles for retirement. Helen was a carpenter, seam- 
stress, craftsman and many other titles. She has made 
many lovely things and could figure how much 
lumber a person would need for a house. They lived 
in Tom Green County some thirty years. 

Edgar and Helen were in their house near Ray 
when a tornado came up one night and completely 
picked up the house and turned it around. The house 
faced east, and the tornado turned it north with them 
in it. The house continued to set that way some fifty 
years. From that day forth, Edgar and Helen went to 
the cellar each time a cloud came up. The old chicken 
incubator was in the cellar and Mary Bess slept on 
this, seemed almost every night, as the clouds came 
often. 
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Helen and Edgar, in late 70’s and 80’s, helped 
restore the Opera House in Miles, which they loved. 

Edgar passed away August 31, 1981, at the age of 
83 years and 11 months. At present time, Helen is 
84 years old and in good health. 

Mary Bess (McGuire) Granzin resides in Miles, 
and Eddye Marie (McGuire) Dreyer is in Dallas. 

by Mary Bess Granzin 


McGUIRE, WALTER A. 


Walter A. McGuire of Rockdale, married Muddy 
Patmann, who came from Tennessee, in 
1892 in Milam County. To them were born four sons: 
Lennie Maliagan (January 5, 1893-1975); Burnice 
Beverly (December 21, 1894 - June 8, 1938); Fred 
(November 10, 1896-1965); and Edgar (September 
1, 1898 - August 31, 1981). Muddy, the mother, died 
when another baby was born in 1900. 

W.A. married Sallie Tucker in Prairie Dell, on 
November 10, 1901. To them were born nine 
children: Bazil Manly (March 19, 1903 - July 19, 
1917); Lona (October 24, 1904 - January 6, 1942); 
Roy Lee (May 17, 1907); Willard Artie (March 7, 
1909); Lloyd Monroe (July 28, 1911); Mittie Allene 
(April 27, 1913); Walter Chapel (November 19, 
1914 - March 3, 1933); Charlie Houston (April 10, 
1916); J.D. (February 25, 1918). 

W.A. and Sallie McGuire moved to Miles, around 
the year of 1902. They settled one mile north of Ray 
church and school, purchasing land and farming his 
entire life. He departed here at the age of 43 years 
on March 11, 1918. Sallie died August 26, 1958. 

by Mary Bess Granzin 


McINTIRE, WOODROW W. 


Beatrice Humphrey McIntire and Woodrow W. 
“Mac” McIntire, 1952 


Woodrow Wilson McIntire, known as “Mac,” and 
“McIntire,” was born September 26, 1918, in 
Cheek, Carter County, Oklahoma, to Seaborn 
Lawrence McIntire and Donnie Ann Bearden, 
whose ancestors pioneered Parker and Palo Pinto 
Counties. 


The McIntires came to San Angelo in 1929. Mac’s 
first job was selling newspapers at Chadbourne and 
Beauregard. He farmed and ranched with his father 
until 1935, when he joined the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, and was stationed in Texas and Wyoming. In 
1939, he returned to San Angelo, and managed Jack 
Kelly’s Restaurant for thirteen years. 

Woodrow W. McIntire and Beatrice Louise 
Humphrey married November 6, 1939, in San 
Angelo. Beatrice was born December 2, 1918, in 
Sparta, to Bascom Humphrey and Imogene Louise 
Moore, whose families pioneered that county. 

In March, 1944, McIntire enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy, and attained the rank of Ship’s Cook, Second 
Class. He served aboard ship in the Pacific, and on 
the island of Saipan. 

September 12, 1952, Mac opened MclIntire’s 
Drive-In and Restaurant at 811 South Chadbourne, 
near Santa Fe Depot. He successfully operated a 
thriving, around-the-clock business for twenty-four 
years. He subsequently opened two other restau- 
rants, thus spanning San Angelo. Fine food, 
courteous service, and Mac’s friendly “Come back 
to see us!,”” made him well-known in West Texas. 

Beatrice McIntire was bookkeeper for the restau- 
rants for several years. She is a charter member of 
American Legion Post #572 Auxiliary, and served 
as President in 1964. Bea and Mac were active in 
league bowling. 

McIntire was a stockholder in the San Angelo 
Colts professional baseball team in the 1940’s and 
1950’s, and sponsored numerous bowling, baseball 
and basketball teams. As a charter member of 
Business and Professional Men’s American Legion 
Post #572, he has twice been Commander, and was 
granted lifetime membership. He is a former member 
of the Texas Restaurant Association, Lake Nasworthy 
Boat Club, Elks Lodge and Knights of Pythias. A 
skilled outdoorsman, Mac has hunted from Texas to 
Wyoming. 

Since retiring from the restaurant business in 1976, 
McIntire has worked part-time as a salesman for 
Western Printing Company in San Angelo. He spends 
his free time tending his pecan orchard and garden 
at his retreat near Fort McKavett. 

The McIntires have two daughters, both born in 
San Angelo. Louise McIntire (born August 9, 1940), 
married James Belton Jones (born December 29, 
1940, Bowie County); they have two daughters, 
born in San Angelo, Lisa Louise (born May 9, 1968), 
and Nan Kathryn (born February 14, 1974). Deedie 
McIntire (born September 3, 1947), was married to 
William Darrel Riley (born January 4, 1945, 
Collingsworth County); she has one son, Richard 
Dodd Riley (born January 29, 1965, in San Angelo). 

by Deedie McIntire 


McINTOSH, RUSH L. 


Rush Lemuel (Mac) McIntosh was born June 12, 
1894 in Kirksville, Missouri, moved to Coleman, 
Texas in 1913, and lived with his uncle and aunt, 
Harvey Hicks Allen and Addie Foster Allen. Mac 
started working for Orient Railroad on Bridge and 
Builders, then in the Auditor’s office, then became 
brakeman on November 4, 1913. He moved to 
Hamlin, in July 1916. 

He married Rebecca Ellen Chapman in Hamlin, 
on February 1, 1917. They have five children: Milta 
Ermadine McIntosh who married Wayne B. Baker; 
R.L. McIntosh, Jr., who married Marjorie Talley 


Mr. and Mrs. R.L. McIntosh 


(deceased), now married to Virginia Pace; Frank 
Morton McIntosh who married Mary Emma 
McWilliams; Mary Kathryn McIntosh who married 
Nelson Lee Erwin; and Richard Allen McIntosh who 
married Evelyn Furse. Rebecca’s youngest sister, 
Kathryn Chapman, came to live with the McIntosh 
family in 1919 at age 11 and lived there until grown; 
she married James M. Carder. 

Rush and Rebecca (died 1971) have eleven 
grandchildren, fourteen great-grandchildren and 
one great-great-grandchild. 

Rush and Rebecca moved to San Angelo in June 
1926, in a Model T Ford Roadster with three children 
and expecting the fourth in August. Mac wasn’t 
familiar with the roads; so being a railroad man, he 
followed the railroad track. When they got to a hill, 
the family got out and pushed. They left Hamlin, 
early one morning and got to San Angelo at 10:00 
that night. 

Mac came to San Angelo to be yard master. In 
1927 he became General Chairman for the Con- 
ductors until Santa Fe bought the Orient, at which 
time he went back to running a train as conductor. 
The last run that he was going to make before he 
retired, he was in a train mishap in March 1961 and 
got his leg cut off. 

Mac ran for School Board about 1938. He was 
running on the platform to raise the school teachers’ 
pay. He lost the election to Ed Schuch. Ed Schuch 
later told Mac that he lost the election but he got the 
pay raise for the teachers. 

by Mary McIntosh Erwin 


McKENZIE, DONALD 


Donald McKenzie, son of Hector and Minnie 
McKenzie, and Ethel Hagelstein, daughter of Chris 
and Mamie Hagelstein, were married June 12, 1922, 
in San Angelo, and began their married life ranching 
at Big Lake. 

They moved to Christoval, and continued ranching 
south of town. Three children were born to them, 
Elizabeth Jane (Betty), born August 20, 1923, 
William Chris (Bill), born June 28, 1927, and Mary 
Ellen, born November 23, 1931. 

In 1942 the family moved to Van Horn, and stayed 
until 1946, when they returned to San Angelo. At 
the time of Donald’s death on January 4, 1949, they 
were living on the Ted Harris Ranch at Water Valley. 


Betty married Randy Murphy in July 11, 1944, 
and they had three daughters, Karen, Margaret and 
Elizabeth. Karen married Steve Barker and lives in 
Dallas. They have two sons, Brandon and Carson. 
Margaret married Jim White and lives in Pampa and 
they have one daughter, Jennifer. Elizabeth married 
Steve Pauwels and lives in Dumas and they have 
two daughters, Randi and McKenzie. 

Bill moved to Anchorage, Alaska, in the late 
1950’s and married Sharon Tremley September, 
1966, and they have two sons, Donald and Brian. 

Mary Ellen married Jerry James June 20, 1959. 
Jerry retired from the U.S. Air Force in 1972, and 
after traveling around the United States and overseas, 
settled in Wichita Falls. They have three sons, David, 
Randy and Kevin. David married Stephane Lewis 
and they have two children, Michael and Melissa. 
Kevin married Catrina Baker and has one daughter, 
Cambron. Randy is single and lives in Wichita Falls. 

by Mary Ellen McKenzie James 


McKINNEY, JAMES 
JEFFERSON 


: 
J.J. McKinney 


James Jefferson McKinney, more commonly 
called “Pony”? McKinney, had lived in San Angelo 
for several years before his death at the age of 
98 1/2 years. Several months before his death, he 
said he’d taken vitamins for many years “and 
couldn’t see that it had done him any good!” 

Born in Collin County in 1862, he married 
Missouri Jane (“Zura’’) Cantrell in 1886. She died 
at their home on the lower Divide in Coke County 
in 1918. Mr. McKinney taught 32 terms of public 
school — 13 of these on the lower Divide. Among 
his students were his wife, brothers, sisters, children, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews. 

The McKinneys had seven children: Elmer, Earl, 
Charles, Lester, Royce and Bernie and one daughter, 
Mrs. Columbus (Alma Coral) McKinney Pinkston. 
One granddaughter, Imogene Pinkston Clary (Mrs. 
Other) and one great-granddaughter, Carline 
Pinkston Tucker (Mrs. Troy Lee Tucker) reside in 
San Angelo. 

by Wilma Gardner 


McKINNEY, R.K. and JANE 


R.K. and Jane McKinney first came to San Angelo 
in 1941 when he was employed by Newsfoto 
Publishing Company, then located on West Twohig 
Avenue downtown. He served in the Air Force 
during World War II. 

In 1946, he opened Southwest Advertising, San 
Angelo’s first advertising agency, in the then Central 
National Bank building at the corner of Twohig and 
South Chadbourne. He later operated offices also at 
Sweetwater and Midland. He served as advertising 
manager of the Sweetwater Daily Reporter for 
several years and then wrote a page of oil news that 
appeared on Sundays in the Midland Reporter- 
Telegram. 

In 1955, the McKinneys moved back to San 
Angelo where he served as vice-president and 
assistant manager of Newsfoto Publishing Company 
until that business was sold to Taylor Publishing 
Company of Dallas in 1961. 

In 1962, McKinney established Anchor Publishing 
Company, specializing in book publishing, at 221 
North Main Street, and served as president and 
general manager of this firm for nearly 24 years. 

In 1986, Anchor Publishing was sold to Homer 
Hutto, longtime experienced in printing at Abilene 
and Dallas. The firm is continuing to expand and 
now occupies approximately 10,500 square feet of 
floor space. McKinney served with the company in 
a sales capacity. He began in the printing business 
in 1929 and published weekly newspapers at Sabinal, 
Eldorado and Spur. 

Jane McKinney is a retired school teacher, after 
more than 33 years in the classroom. She taught in 
San Angelo, Eola and for 18 years at Water Valley. 
She is a member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Retired Teachers Association, Eastern 
Star, Beauceants, Daughters of the Nile, and San 
Angelo Garden Club. 

R.K. McKinney is a 32 degree Mason, member 
of Suez Shrine Temple, various other Masonic bodies 
and the Downtown San Angelo Rotary club. 

by R.K. McKinney 


McLAUGHLIN, GEORGE 
STEELE 


George Steele McLaughlin was born January 6, 
1873, near Camden, Arkansas. On November 26, 
1893, he married Mary Elvira Johnson (born March 
25, 1875) at Bailey in Fannin County. They had seven 
children: Arthur Guy, William Ray, Charlie Colwell, 
George Herman, Lloyd Henry, Nina Mary and Rufe 
Marion (Buddie). 

The couple lived in Fannin County until 1907, 
when they and Mary’s brother and family, moved to 
Upton County to homestead land. George helped 
organize Upton County and was a member of the 
first school board at Upland, a town later moved to 
Rankin when the railroad came through. The family 
ranched until their move to San Angelo in 1919. 
George operated a garage until his retirement. The 
four oldest sons, Guy, Ray, Charlie, and Herman, 
worked for the San Angelo Telephone Company and 
at the time of their retirement had a total of almost 
150 years service in the telephone industry. 

The family enjoyed music, and George and Mary 
frequently sang in gospel quartets. The children 
played various instruments and at one time had a 
“home”’ band. 
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George belonged to The Rockhouse Bible Class 
and both belonged to Trinity Methodist Church. 
George Steele McLaughlin died in January, 1953, 
and Mary Elvira died in December, 1949. 
by Mrs. Harold Albert 


McMANUS, JAMES CLINTON 


James Clinton McManus was born August 19, 
1866, in White County, Sparta, Tennessee. On 
September 5, 1894, he married Mary Melvina Brock, 
in the Sherwood Methodist Church in Irion County. 
Mary Brock was born August 12, 1875, in Neosho, 
Newton County, Missouri. Her parents were 
Emmanuel Brock (1842-1913) and Philpena “Pena” 
Cathern Eagle (1844-1915). Mary and James 
McManus were the parents of six children: William 
Clinton who married Zella Christine Tulloch, Mattie 
Bell who married Frank Habersham Demere, Ollie 
Kathryn who married Homer Owen Miller, Houston 
Brock who married Lorene Fletcher, James (Jimmy) 
McManus who married Loma Allyne Baker, and 
Melba Lucille who married Joseph Franklin 
Williams. 

The parents of James McManus were Robert H. 
and Eliza Whitley McManus. The family moved to 
Texas from Tennessee with the hope that the climate 
of Texas would improve the health of Robert 
McManus, who had tuberculosis. They first settled 
in Lampasas, and later moved to Sherwood. 


James Clinton and Mary Melvina McManus, 1894 


Before his marriage, James McManus worked in 
San Angelo at the Campbell Livery Stable. After his 
marriage, he homesteaded and ranched in Irion 
County. The ranch is still owned and operated by 
his children and grandchildren. William Clinton 
McManus III, a great-grandson, is the ranch manager. 

James McManus passed away on November 22, 
1915, at the age of 48 years. In a tribute written about 
him at the time of his death, he is described as a 
“tender and loving husband, a fond and gentle father, 
and a kind and true friend. He believed in the sanctity 
of the home and taught his belief by his everyday 
life. He believed in the sacred bonds of friendship 
and taught his belief by his friendly deeds. His 
influence was felt by all who met and knew him.” 
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After her husband’s death, Mary McManus moved 
to San Angelo in order that her children might receive 
a good education. She lived there until her death, 
May 28, 1963. 

Several of the McManus children have made their 
home in San Angelo or in surrounding communities: 
William Clinton began work as a cashier in the 
Guaranty State Bank. When the Guaranty State Bank 
merged with the San Angelo National Bank during 
the Depression, he was moved to the San Angelo 
National Bank as an officer, remained with this bank 
for over 40 years, and was Vice President at the time 
of his retirement on April 30, 1968. His son, William 
(Bill) McManus II, became associated with the First 
National Bank (now First City National Bank) of 
San Angelo in 1959 and is now Senior Vice President. 
Mattie “B’’ McManus Demere and her husband, 
Frank Demere, made their home on a ranch near 
Water Valley. Kathryn and Homer Miller made their 
home in San Angelo, where Homer worked for 32 
years with Angelo Axle and Spring (now Angelo 
Automotive). Houston McManus was the ranch 
manager of the McManus Brothers Ranch. Jimmy 
was a livestock commission man and was also in 
real estate. His son, Joe Lee, is the Chief Executive 
Officer at the Bank of the West of San Angelo. 

James and Mary McManus would be proud of 
their children, grandchildren, and great-grand- 
children. The values that James McManus believed 
in are still important in the lives of his heirs. His 
influence continues to touch the lives of all the 
McManus family. 

by Janet Demere Young 


McMILLAN, ALTA DEVER 
(WRIGHT) 


Alta Wright was born on December 14, 1895, to 
Josephine Haynes Wright and George Wright, near 
Luling. She had one sister and two brothers. 

In 1900, the Wright family moved to Tom Green 
County in a covered wagon. They camped at 
Kickapoo Creek enroute to Lipan Flat that was to be 
their new home. That night one of the mares had a 
mule colt. They moved on to Lipan Flat and the first 
night there, the other mare had a mule colt. They 
named the mules Kickapoo and Ranch. 

George Wright lived on Lipan Flat for a number 
of years, where he engaged in stock farming. 

When Alta was 16 years old, she was married to 
Charles Sidney McMillan, on December 19, 1911, 
at home, by Brother Bullock, who was a circuit-rider 
minister. 

Charles was born October 7, 1885, in Mississippi 
to Mathew and Katherine McMillan. He moved to 
Tom Green County in 1909 or 1910. Alta and Charles 
lived on Lipan Flat and he worked for a Mr. Scherz, 
a German immigrant, for about ten years after their 
marriage. Their three children were born there: 
Milburn on December 10, 1913; Clayton (Hap) on 
March 30, 1915; and Beatrice on May 4, 1918. 

They moved to Christoval and owned McMillan 
Drug Store for seven years. They were in Christoval 
during the 1936 flood. The flood waters reached 
almost to the back door of the drug store. They 
moved to San Angelo for one year in 1937, living 
on Bailey Street until they decided to buy a farm 
near Miles but situated in Tom Green County. They 
lived there from 1938 to 1957. Charles suffered a 
stroke in 1953. They sold the farm and moved to 
1616 Webster. In 1959, it was necessary for Charles 


to be put in a nursing home, Golden Years at 
Christoval. 

Alta was preceded in death by her husband, who 
died January 10, 1966 and is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery, and also her three children. 

She moved from Webster Street to the Cactus 
Hotel in 1978, living there three years. Then she 
moved to the Christian Village for three years, and 
she has been at the Baptist Memorials three years. 

by Marie Triplett Foster 


McSWAIN, ROSS and JEAN 


Ross McSwain 


Jean McSwain 


Ross Francis McSwain, Jr., the only son of R.F. 
McSwain, Sr., of Wellborn, and Elizabeth (Griffin) 
McSwain of Dallas, was born November 18, 1929, 


in Longview. He came to Brady with his parents in 
the fall of 1938. He attended Brady public schools 
and graduated from Brady High School in 1947, and 
later attended John Tarleton Agriculture College, at 
Stephenville, and Texas A&M College. 

In 1950, he was married to Lou Ella Murrah, 
daughter of George Murrah and Inez Ranne Murrah, 
both of Brady. The couple had four children: Thomas 
Francis, Elizabeth Renee, Robert Angus, and Angela 
Georgene. Robert Angus McSwain died July 12, 
1973, after being critically injured in an automobile 
accident. Ross and Lou Ella McSwain were divorced 
in 1958, a short time before he came to San Angelo. 

In 1959, Ross McSwain joined the staff of the San 
Angelo Standard-Times, where he served as a general 
assignments reporter. He later was promoted to state 
editor, Sunday editor and agriculture editor. He left 
the newspaper in March, 1969, to become assistant 
executive director of the Mohair Council of America. 

After serving with the Mohair Council for 10 
years, he returned to the Standard-Times in 1978 as 
business editor. He has been regional editor of the 
newspaper since 1979. 

On November 23, 1963, Ross McSwain was 
married to Wanda Jean Timmons of San Angelo, the 
second child and only daughter of B.G. Timmons 
and Twala Pearl (Scott) Timmons of Bronte. Jean 
McSwain was born on October 11, 1935, in Shannon 
West Texas Memorial Hospital, San Angelo. At the 
time, the Timmons family was living on a farm near 
the old Ben Ficklin community. The family moved 
to Bronte, when she was three months old. She 
attended Bronte public schools, graduating from 
Bronte High School in 1954. She also attended San 
Angelo College. 

Jean McSwain returned to San Angelo in 1955 
and was employed by General Telephone Company 
of the Southwest on September 13, 1955. She has 
worked for GTE in its revenue accounting division 
since that time. 

Ross and Jean McSwain have been active in 
community, church and business affairs. She has 
served on the supervisory committee and the board 
of directors and as secretary-treasurer of General 
Telco Federal Credit Union; has been an active 
member of Beta Sigma Phi sorority for 25 years, 
holding all offices in her chapter and on the BSP 
City Council, and has served as advisor to three other 
BSP chapters. She has been named chapter woman 
of the year three times, and has been a Queen of 
Hearts Ball chapter duchess three different years. 

In 1987, Jean McSwain was elected a vice 
president of the Concho Valley Telephone Pioneers 
Club, and she is a participant in the Volunteers in 
Public Schools (VIPS) adopt-a-school program at 
Rio Vista Elementary. She is an active member of 
the Love and Joy Sunday School Class at College 
Hills Baptist Church. 

Ross McSwain has served as regional vice 
president of the National Farm Editors Association; 
on the agriculture committee of the San Angelo 
Board of City Development (Chamber of 
Commerce); on the rodeo committee of the San 
Angelo Stock Show and Rodeo Association; vice 
president of the San Angelo Press Club and Gridiron 
Show chairman; and was founder and first chairman 
of the Lamblast, the Original World Championship 
Lamb Cookoff. 

He is presently serving as chairman of the Tom 
Green County Historical Commission, and as the first 
president of the Tom Green County Historical 
Preservation League, Inc., a non-profit organization 
he helped to organize in 1987. 


He has won numerous writing awards, including 
the prestigious Headliner of the Year Award in 1965 
for reporting the Sanderson flood; Associated Press 
and Harte-Hanks Communications, Inc., awards for 
news reporting and column writing; winner of the 
1980 Mark Francis Award for Journalistic Excellence 
presented by the Texas Veterinary Medical 
Association; named Texas Hereford Booster of the 
year in 1968; and named newsman of the year in 
1967 by the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers 
Association. 

His first book, “Out Yonder Revisited,” was 
published in early 1988. 

by Ross McSwain 


MEADOR, WILLIWOOD 
BRIDWELL 


Williwood Bridwell Meador was born October 
11, 1911 in Ballinger, Runnels County, Texas, to 
William Aden and Martha Ella (Wood) Bridwell. An 
only child, she was named Williwood, the “Willi” 
taken from her father’s name and the “Wood” from 
her mother’s family name. 

She graduated in 1928 from Ballinger High School 
and from North Texas State Teachers College in 1932 
with a Bachelor of Arts. She taught the 1933-34 
school year in Brady, Texas, fortunate to find a 
position in the Depression years. She moved to San 
Angelo for the 1935-36 school year, teaching at San 
Jacinto. The summer of 1936 Williwood’s family 
attended the Truit-Rushing Reunion in Shelby 
County, Texas, where Williwood was declared the 
prettiest girl there. 

September 20, 1936, she married Tommy Cecil 
Meador. They had two children: Sarah Kate, born 
February 25, 1942, and Joel Tom, born April 3, 1943. 
They ranched in Schleicher County, raising Hereford 
cattle and Angora goats, gradually buying more land. 
In 1937, they joined the Presbyterian Church in 
Eldorado, Texas. 

One of the many conventions Williwood and Cecil 
attended was the 62nd Annual Convention of the 
Texas Southwest Cattle Raisers Association in San 
Antonio in April 1938. Because Cecil helped in the 
election of Wilbert Lee O’Daniel as governor of 
Texas, they were invited to attend the inaugural 
reception January 17, 1939, and visited the 
governor’s home in Austin, Texas. 

Because of the severe drought in West Texas, 
President “Ike” Eisenhower visited San Angelo and 
surrounding areas in January 1957. He stopped to 
meet Earl Byrd and Cecil Meador, who were burning 
prickly pear for the starving cattle. 

In the 1960s Williwood’s numerous illnesses 
caused her to move to San Angelo. In 1974, her son, 
Tom, purchased a house for her. She still considered 
her Schleicher County residence as her permanent 
home. Although practically an invalid for many 
years, her mind was very active; she loved to do 
historical research. One of her favorite research 
projects was on Pancho Villa and the Border War in 
Texas. Her research material on this subject has been 
donated to the Archival Section of the West Texas 
Collection at Angelo State University. 

Cecil died October 15, 1980, at the ranch home in 
Schleicher County; he is buried in the Eldorado 
Cemetery. 

Williwood died March 10, 1985, at the 
Community Hospital, San Angelo, Texas. She is 
buried in the Evergreen Cemetery, Ballinger, Runnels 
County, Texas, by her parents. 


Her son, Joel Tom Meador, was married July 9, 
1985, to Pamela J. “Pam” Scott Hoff in San Angelo, 
Texas. 

by Joel Tom Meador. (Joel Tom Meador passed 
away in September of 1986. He is buried in 
Ballinger.) 


MEDLOCK - WHITLEY 


Jacob Medlock and his twin, Hubert, were born 
September 16, 1894, (the second birth of twelve) to 
A.L. and Myrta Clary Medlock in Babyhead, Texas. 
He married Martha Whitley (born August 28, 1897, 
in Water Valley, Texas to Buck and Della Whitley) 
on September 21, 1914, in Sweetwater, Texas. They 
met when she was eight and he was eleven and never 
dated anyone else. They met at church and com- 
munity affairs. At box suppers, Martha always let 
Reuben know which box was hers. They were the 
parents of Elmo and Lucille. 

In 1925, they moved to Veribest where Reuben 
and his father were partners in water well drilling. 
Reuben also drilled wildcat oil wells in Sterling, 
Ballinger, and McCamey. In 1940, they returned to 
San Angelo where they lived the rest of their lives. 

In 1948, Reuben was ordained a minister in the 
Mertzon Methodist Church. He pastored at 
Christoval, Knickerbocker, Tennyson and Wall. He 
baptized all six of his grandchildren — Dean, Jean, 
Don Lee and Kenneth VanZandt and T.P. and Alexa 
Medlock. 

In 1942, the Medlocks bought a house in San 
Angelo on the corner of Volney and 19th Streets. 
Reuben died in 1973 and Martha followed him eight 
months later in 1974. 

by Dawn VanZandt 


MEEK, AARON 


Aaron Meek was born May 20, 1850, probably in 
Kansas or Oklahoma, in Indian Territory. We know 
his father was a Choctaw Indian killed in the Civil 
War. His mother was Mandi Melissa Meek Lumas, 
who had remarried after being widowed. Apparently 
widowed again later in life, she spent much time with 
her son Aaron and his family. Her grandson, then a 
young boy riding horseback, could remember her 
walking beside the wagon all the way from 
Oklahoma to San Angelo. 

Aaron Meek married Elizabeth Victoria Vest, 
daughter of Luther and Parthenia Vest. Aaron Meek 
was a Methodist preacher, and his family moved 
between Texas and Oklahoma. Six children were 


Ad and Bertha Meek 
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born, the youngest, Archie Admiral Meek, September 
7, 1892, at Weatherford (either Texas or Oklahoma). 
In October 1916, Archie Admiral Meek married 
Bertha Isabella Stewart, daughter of Lee Arlington 
Stewart and Mary Lula Watson Stewart, who had 
come to San Angelo at the turn of the century. Archie 
worked with cattle and in the early San Angelo 
stockyards. He and Bertha had five children, Lyda 
Maureen, Lila Norene (Susie), A.B. (Bill), Audrey 
Fane (Judy) and Aaron who died as a child. They 
had thirteen grandchildren and seventeen great- 
grandchildren. Papa and Mama were both healthy 
people throughout their long lives and full of life. 
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Children of Aaron and Betty Meek 
Lto R: Ad Meek, Ivy Meek, Charlie Meek and Myrtle 
Meek - July 4, 1939 


They were more than grandparents, they were dear 
friends. With Papa’s Indian bloodline and Mama’s 
Irish roots they left us a legacy of wonderful 
memories through good times and bad. 

Ad Meek died March 7, 1976, in San Angelo at 
age 83. Bertha died April 23, 1983, at age 86. Judy 
Meek Kiser died in November 1973. Susie Meek 
Bostwick lives in Rocky Ford, Colorado, where her 
husband has been a minister for many years. After 
serving in World War II, Bill worked for Goodyear 
Proving Grounds until retirement. Lyda Meek 
Williams is a museum guide at Fort Concho. 

by Liz Crow 


MELTON, HUBERT and ANGIE 


Hubert B. and Angie M. Melton moved to 
Knickerbocker in 1949. They leased the Bill 
Schulkey Farm for many years and lived in the two- 
story white house by Dove Creek bridge. 

They raised cattle, farmed and had a dairy. Hubert 
enjoyed hunting and fishing, and Angie enjoyed her 
role of wife and mother to their two daughters, Patsy 
and Judy. 

The family loved to travel and took a yearly 
vacation trip. 

Hubert Melton died in 1976, and Angie lives in 
San Angelo, where her daughters and grandchildren 
visit her. 

Don and Patsy (Melton) Bailey moved to 
Knickerbocker in August of 1971. They operate a 
dairy about one mile west of Dove Creek. They have 
three children: LuAnn, Jeff and Renee. Jeff and 
Renee graduated from Christoval High School and 
Jeff has been employed overseas as a drilling fluids 
engineer for several years. 

Renee graduated from Texas A&M and is 
employed by the University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston, Texas. 

Patsy Bailey is the daughter of Hubert and 
Angie Melton and lived on the Bill Schulkey farm 
from the age of five until 1962. She attended 
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Knickerbocker school and graduated from Central 
High in San Angelo. 

The Baileys were involved in school activities 
while their children attended Christoval High School. 

Don and Patsy enjoy fishing and hunting. Don 
also plays golf. The Baileys now (1987) live in San 
Angelo, but still maintain their dairy at 
Knickerbocker. 

Judy M. (Melton) Aishman was born to Hubert 
and Angie Melton on the Bill Schulkey farm. She 
was raised in Knickerbocker and graduated from 
Christoval High School. 

In 1975 she married Thomas J. Aishman. They 
live in Snyder,Texas. 

by Patsy Melton Bailey and Rose Duke 


MENCHACA, ANTONIO G. and 
LYDIA (GALAN) 
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If you stop in Christoval today and inquire about 
the Menchaca family, any of Christoval’s longtime 
residents will know about whom you are asking. 

Lydia was born on the land where the Bill Sawyer 
family now resides, just north of Christoval, on May 
11, 1928, one of seven children of Antone and Lina 
Galan. Lydia grew up in Christoval, residing there 
until she met and married Antonio G. (Tony) 
Menchaca on August 4, 1945. Lydia and Tony 
resided in Elgin and San Angelo until 1948, when 
they returned to Christoval to make it their home. 
Tony and his father-in-law, Antone, built the house 
at 213 Denny where Tony and Lydia reside today. 
Here they raised three sons (Rudy, Bobby, and 
Ricky) and one daughter (Rachel). All four children 
started and completed twelve years in Christoval 
schools (between the years of 1953 and 1973) where 
they were very active in athletics and academics. 

Lydia was president of the Mothers Club for the 
school year 1965-66 and was an active member of 
the organization during all the years her children 
were in school. Tony was a Cub Scout Troop leader 
and also a coach for the Little League baseball 
teams in the community. Tony, Lydia, and their 
children have all been active members of the First 
Baptist Church of Christoval where Tony and Lydia 
are still members. 

by Lydia Menchaca 


MERRELL, ALBERT L. and 
TENNIE (JOHNSON) 


Albert L. Merrell 


Albert L. Merrell was born in Hope, Arkansas, on 
November 24, 1880, the son of Mr. and Mrs. J.A. 
Merrell. 

On March 23, 1910, Albert L. Merrell and Tennie 
C. Johnson were married. She was born in Colorado 
City, Texas, on September 25, 1891. Her parents were 
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Johnson. 

The Merrell family traveled by wagon to Sterling 
City in March of 1911. They lived there until 1937. 
They moved to Water Valley and leased the ranch of 
Frankie and Mattie Howard. 

In 1943, though continuing to run cattle and sheep 
on the Howard place, they bought a home in Water 
Valley. 

Mr. Merrell was a member of the Sterling City 
Masonic Lodge A.F. and A.M. #728. He was 
presented a 50-year award pin and a lifetime 
membership in 1958. 
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Mrs. Albert (Tennie) Merrell 


Mrs. Merrell was a member of the Royal 
Neighbors. 

Both were members of the First Baptist Church at 
Sterling City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merrell celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary in 1960 with an open house 
hosted by their children. 

Albert and Tennie were the parents of six children: 
Travis of Fort Worth (deceased); Norene (Mrs. 
Kennie) Garms of Arkansas; Louise (Mrs. Claude) 


Ditmore of Water Valley,Texas; Marveletta (Mrs. 
Kyle Hudspeth) of Abilene, Texas; Thomas Earl 
(Tommy) of Davenport, Iowa; and Albert Lewis 
(deceased). 

Albert Merrell won a contest for being the baldest 
man in Water Valley at one of their Halloween 
carnivals. 

After Albert’s brother, Alex, retired in 1937, he 
came to Water Valley to live with them. Alex spent 
his retirement years playing dominoes with the men 
at the Water Valley store. 

Alex died in 1954. 

Albert died in 1961. 

Tennie died in 1980. All are buried in the City 
Cemetery at Sterling City, Texas. 

by Marveletta Hudspeth 


MERRELL, THOMAS EARL 


Thomas Earl (Tommy) Merrell is the son of Albert 
L. and Tennie C. (Johnson) Merrell. Tommy was born 
in Sterling City and attended school there until his 
parents moved to Water Valley in 1937. He was the 
only child of the Merrells still living at home at that 
time and attended Water Valley School, where he 
graduated in 1942. 

He attended Texas A&M University one year 
before enlisting in the Air Force in 1943. After 
basic training at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, he served in 
Italy as a radio-gunner on a B-24, the “Liberator.” 

When the War ended, Tommy married Cecilia 
Smith of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, on June 30, 1945. They 
came to San Angelo where he was employed by ‘M’ 
System Food Store for many years, before moving 
back to Iowa. 

They now have an antique store, ““The Lampsmith 
Antique” in Davenport, Iowa. 

Tommy and Cecilia have two children, Eugene of 
Fort Worth, Texas, and Nelda (Merrell) Wing of 
Wichita, Kansas, and four grandchildren. 

by Marveletta Hudspeth 


MERTZ, JOE M. 


Joseph Mayer Mertz was born September 12, 
1925, in San Angelo, Texas. He is the son of 
Ernestine Mayer Mertz and Leonard Mortimer 
Mertz. He graduated from San Angelo High School 
and served with the First Cavalry Division in the 
Pacific World War II. Upon his discharge, he re- 
sumed studies at Texas A&M University graduating 
in 1947 with a B.S. degree in Animal Science. 

In 1949 Joe and his brother Mort purchased 60 
sections near Pie Town, New Mexico, which became 
Joe’s home town from 1949 until 1967. 

Joe M. Mertz married Marilyn Johnston on 
February 22, 1955, in the old Sacred Heart Church. 
After their marriage they moved to the ranch 40 
miles north of Pie Town, New Mexico. In 1967 they 
moved back to San Angelo where their ranch is 25 
miles southeast of San Angelo. Joe is the owner of 
Joe Mertz Ranch Company and operates ranches in 
Tom Green and Irion Counties. 

Joe M. Mertz is a well-known civic leader, who 
has been involved in a broad range of community 
and agricultural affairs most of his life. In 1980 he 
was named “Man of the Year’’ by the San Angelo 
Chamber of Commerce/Board of City Development. 
In the same year, he was also named “Man of the 
Year in Agriculture’? by the Texas County 
Agricultural Agents Association. He participated 


on the 1982 Governor’s Task Force on Agriculture 
and the Texas A&M University Target 2000 Task 
Force. He is a past president of the Texas Sheep and 
Goat Raisers Association, a director of the American 
Sheep Producers Council, the National Wool 
Growers Association, and the Texas Legislative Tax 
Committee. He was a director of the Federal Bank 
of New Mexico for many years. 

Locally, he is a past president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, the United Way and the San Angelo 
Stock Show and Rodeo Association. He is a director 
of Southwest Bank and the Federal Land Bank of 
San Angelo and has previously been a trustee for 
Angelo State University Foundation and St. John’s 
Hospital. He is a past member of the Sacred Heart 
Cathedral Parish Council and past president of the 
El Camino Girl Scouts. He currently serves on the 
Board of Directors of the West Texas Industrial 
Development Corporation and the Tom Green 
County Appraisal District. 

Marilyn Johnston Mertz was born February 20, 
1925, in Coppell, Texas, the daughter of Katherine 
Duke Johnston and Bob Johnston. She graduated 
from San Angelo High School and received a B.F.A. 
degree in painting from the University of Colorado 
after graduating from Hockaday Junior College. A 
noted artist and art enthusiast, Marilyn Mertz has 
exhibited her paintings at galleries and museums 
throughout New Mexico, Colorado and Texas. She 
was instrumental in organizing the San Angelo 
Museum of Fine Arts, serving as the co-chairman of 
the Museum of Fine Arts Task Force, and was the 
first board president, 1979-1980. She is a member 
of the 20th Century Club, a ladies social club founded 
at the turn of the century. She is a past member of 
the San Angelo Lake Board and serves on the Board 
of Trustees of Fort Concho and Fairmount Cemetery. 
She is a founding member of the San Angelo 
Museum of Fine Arts and the Junior League of San 
Angelo. 

Marilyn and Joe Mertz have three daughters. 
Marilyn Katherine (Katie) (b. March 21, 1956) born 
in San Angelo, Texas, attended S.M.U. and grad- 
uated from the University of Texas with a B.A. 
degree in Anthropology. Katherine Mertz married 
Gary Brian Johnson on September 21, 1979. Gary 
majored in business at the University of Texas and 
is owner of Johnson Construction Company. They 
have a son, Joseph Parker Johnson (b. March 24, 
1986) born in San Angelo. 

Margaret Lee Mertz was born in San Angelo on 
October 26, 1958, and has a B.B.A. degree in 

finance from Southern Methodist University. On 
September 22, 1985, she was married to Kelly 
Bryan Buechler and they reside in San Antonio. Kelly 
has a B.B.A. degree and an M.B.A. degree from the 
University of Nebraska. 

Joan Marie Mertz was born in San Angelo on 
March 2, 1960, and she received a B.F.A. degree 
from Southern Methodist University in 1982. She 
received an M.F.A. degree from Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She has her 
studio in San Angelo, Texas. 

by Katie Mertz Johnson and Marilyn Mertz 


MERTZ, LEN M. 


Leonard Mortimer Mertz was born March 6, 
1896, in San Angelo, Texas, the son of Minnie 
Hewins Mertz and Mortimer L. Mertz, a pioneer 
ranching and banking family. He attended grade 
schools in San Angelo, graduated from Culver 


Military Academy, and attended the Wharton School 
of Business and Finance, the University of 
Pennsylvania, and the University of Texas. 

He held a regular commission in the U.S. Army 
during World War I. When the Regional Agricultural 
Credit Corporation was originated, he joined them 
as an analyst. Following this he was president of the 
Texas Production Credit Association, retiring after 
20 years. 

Mertz ranched in West Texas for 50 years. He was 
actively involved with the Texas Sheep and Goat 
Raisers’ Association, serving as vice president and 
was an honorary director for life. He also was a 
director of the Texas and Southwest Cattle Raiser’s 
Association and of West Texas Wool and Mohair 
Association of Mertzon. He was chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors of the Middle Concho Soil 
Conservation District. He was also well-known as 
an outstanding horseman and polo player, keeping 
stables and a polo field on land bought from Dick 
Nasworthy along what is now Knickerbocker Road 
in San Angelo. 

Len M. Mertz was married to Ernestine Mayer in 
San Angelo on November 25, 1922. Ernestine Mayer 
was born June 4, 1901 in Sonora, Texas, the daughter 
of Emma Lee Mayer and Abe Mayer. Ernestine 
Mayer attended schools in Sonora and San Angelo. 
Later, she attended Hockaday School in Dallas and 
Eden Hall in Torresdale, Pennsylvania. 

They have two sons, seven grandchildren and 
thirteen great-grandchildren. Their son Mort L. 
Mertz of Eldorado is married to Madolyn Powell 
Mertz. Their four children are Len P. Mertz of San 
Angelo, Mort L. Mertz of Odessa, Susan Mertz 
Slaughter (Mrs. Dub Slaughter) of Sheffield, and 
Michael Mertz of Eldorado. 

Their second son is married to Marilyn Johnston 
Mertz. Their three daughters are Mrs. Gary B. 
Johnson (Catherine) of San Angelo, Mrs. Kelly B. 
Buechler (Margaret Lee) of San Antonio, and Joan 
Marie Mertz of San Angelo. 

(Amended from the Irion County History Book) 

by Mrs. Len M. Mertz and 
Katie Mertz Johnson 


MERTZ, MLL. 


Mortimer Leonard Mertz was born December 25, 
1854, in Juneau, Wisconsin, and came to Texas in 
1878. He was educated in Milwaukee and began his 
financial career in an abstract office and then in a 
private banking house. After five years of service, 
he was given a six-month vacation with full pay. 
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: Abe Mayer, Sr. and Len Mertz, 1930 
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He was traveling to El Paso when San Angelo 
sheriff, J. Willis Johnson, who was meeting every 
stage coach and urging passengers to make West 
Texas their home, persuaded M.L. Mertz to stay. 
Johnson arranged for Mertz to meet John Rix and 
spend some time on the Rix Ranch, a few miles from 
Ben Ficklin. He worked there six months and then 
with the savings he had accumulated in Wisconsin, 
Mertz bought some sheep. 

In 1887 with another free range rancher, George 
J. Bird, the partnership of Bird and Mertz was 
organized to run sheep. In their first four years of 
business they handled 214,000 head. 

It was during this time that a tropical depression 
brought heavy rain to the Concho valley, resulting 
in flooding that washed away the settlement of Ben 
Ficklin. Mertz was in his sheep camp on the South 
Concho River. Fearing for the people in Ben Ficklin, 
he rode horseback into the town and rescued 
survivors that were clinging to pecan trees along the 
river. 

Abandoning the sheep business in 1891, Bird and 
Mertz went into cattle trading, shipping steers to 
large Osage leases in the Indian Territory. 

On December 16, 1891, in Cedarvale, Kansas, 
M.L. Mertz married Minnie Hewins, the eldest 
daughter of State Senator Edwin S. Hewins of 
Kansas, one of the largest cattle dealers in the 
West. They lived in San Angelo in a home at the 
corner of Irving and Beauregard Streets. They had 
two sons, Edwin Hewins Mertz and Len M. Mertz, 
both of San Angelo. Edwin married Modenia Wiley 
on December 31, 1914, and they had one daughter, 
Minnie Mertz. 

In 1892, Bird and Mertz bought a large block of 
stock in the San Angelo National Bank. While still 
on his honeymoon, he was elected bank president. 
He remained in that office for 40 years, until his 
death. In 1926, he initiated the construction of the 
eight-story San Angelo National Bank building at 
the corner of Twohig and Chadbourne. 

Bird and Mertz continued as partners with ranches 
in Schleicher, Irion, and Tom Green Counties. Theirs 
was one of the largest sheep and cattle operations in 
West Texas. They joined with R.A. Hall in extensive 
gin and oil mill interests. They built the Ballinger 
and San Angelo Cotton Oil Mills and at one time 
operated 23 gins. 

MLL. Mertz was instrumental in getting the Orient 
Railroad to San Angelo. He was elected a director 
of the railroad in 1910. Mertz and S.P. Hoovey of 
Fort Worth were made receivers for the line from 
1912 to 1914. During this time Mertz and Hoovey 
built the lines from Girvin to Alpine, connecting with 
the Southern Pacific lines, 96 miles of tract, the 
largest ever built by any railroad in receivership. 

When he died March 12, 1931, he was vice- 
president and treasurer of the Orient of Texas. 
Mertzon, on the railroad’s path, was named in his 
honor. 

by Mrs. Len M. Mertz and 
Katie Mertz Johnson 


METCALFE, CHARLES 
BLAKELY and MARGIE 
MALVINA 


Charles B. Metcalfe was an engineer, ranchman, 
and legislator whose life covered a large part of the 
development of West Texas. He was born in 
Lawrence County, Tennessee, May 18, 1856, the 
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only son of Mary Jane Taylor and James Metcalfe. 
The family moved near Nashville, where at times 
the home was between the Southern and Northern 
armies. Most of the family possessions were lost to 
the Yankees, who also burned their house and barns. 
Often young Metcalfe collected scrap iron from the 
battle grounds to sell for fifty cents a load. He 
received most of his education at Montgomery Bell 
Academy, an endowed institution and one of the few 
free schools of the time. 

In November, 1872, at the age of sixteen, Charlie 
left Nashville with five Morgan mares for Major 
K.M. Van Zandt of Fort Worth, Texas. Arriving 
December 14, he worked about three months for 
four dollars per month in gold. 

In March, 1873, Metcalfe left Fort Worth to work 
for the Concho Stage Line and Mail Station, which 
was operated by his uncle, Francis Corbett Taylor 
for his long-time friend, Ben Ficklin. He received a 
section of land for a year’s work. Metcalfe was 
placed in charge of Bismarck Farm where he super- 
vised construction of irrigation ditches and a dam 
on the South Concho River. He raised vegetables 
and grains for sale to Fort Concho. 

After the creation of Tom Green County in 1874, 
Mr. Taylor set his nephew to surveying and laying 
out a townsite on the land he owned on the South 
Concho River. Taylor named the town after his 
friend, Ben Ficklin. Mr. Metcalfe’s mother, who 
was manager of the stage station at Ben Ficklin, his 
sister Zemula, and his uncle Blakely Taylor, Sr., 
were drowned in the flood of August 21, 1882, 
which destroyed Ben Ficklin and drowned sixty-five 
people. 

Mr. Metcalfe brought in the second flock of sheep 
in the area. After his purchase of Bismarck Farm, he 
built a water-powered mill and raised the first bale 
of cotton in the county in 1886. The first dam having 
washed out, he built another dam on the river and 
set up a cotton gin operated by water power from 
the main canal. This was the first cotton gin west of 
the Upper Colorado River. While operating Bismarck 
Farm, Mr. Metcalfe’s first wife, Lillie Baker of 
Austin, Texas, and his son, Charles C. Metcalfe died 
in 1887, just two years after the marriage. 

With J.L. Millspaugh, in 1892, he helped to 
organize a water power company and built their first 
dam a half-mile east of San Angelo on the Main 
Concho River. After the dam was washed away by a 
flood, power for the light plant and water pumping 
station was supplied by steam. Mr. Metcalfe with- 
drew from the company and in 1901 formed the 
Concho Water Company. In 1903 he built a stone 
dam and supplied power to the San Angelo Water 
and Electric Company. 

On February 7, 1892, at Atlanta, Georgia, 
Charles Metcalfe married Margie Moyers. Margie 
was born on June 30, 1860, in Summerville, Georgia. 
She was one of two daughters of Mr. and Mrs. J.M. 
Moyers, who also had one son, William Taylor. Her 
mother, Emily Taylor, was a sister of Colonel Francis 
Corbett Taylor. After coming to Texas, the bride’s 
first home was on the XQZ ranch south of San 
Angelo. It was there on November 24, 1893, their 
son, Penrose Blakely was born. Mr. and Mrs. 
Metcalfe took into their home and reared Margie 
Emily Richards, Mrs. Metcalfe’s niece, whose 
parents had died shortly after her birth. 

In 1900, Metcalfe purchased Glenmore Farm, 
which was approximately one thousand four 
hundred acres on the Concho River. In 1907, the 
Metcalfes built a house on a hill on their farm. The 
home was called Glenmore Hall. 


Mr. Metcalfe served six years as county commis- 
sioner and four years in the Texas Legislature. He 
was very proud of sponsoring a bill which gave 
women the right to vote in Texas three years before 
national action on the subject. He was the author 
and, with help from friend, Willis Johnson, secured 
passage of the Tick and Scab Eradication Law 
which added billions of dollars to the value of Texas 
cattle by opening world markets to Texas stock. 

In 1918, Mrs. Metcalfe was appointed county 
chairman of the Texas Equal Suffrage Association, 
and in that capacity, she launched and headed a 
campaign for equal suffrage in Tom Green County. 
She was a charter member of the Twentieth Century 
Club and an active member of the A&M Mother’s 
Club. At eight years of age, she joined the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. and was a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church of San Angelo. 

In the early 1920s, Metcalfe supplied thousands 
of yards of crushed limestone from Glenmore 
quarry to build streets in San Angelo and Tom Green 
County. Always interested in education, the 
Metcalfes gave two acres in Glenmore for an elemen- 
tary school and for many years presented a medal 
for citizenship to an outstanding student of the 
school. 

In 1924, Mr. Metcalfe stated that he had tried to 
do his part for charity, progress and the good of the 
county for over fifty years and felt that he was 
rewarded by the good will of the best community on 
earth and was happy to have the affection of his 
friends and family. Charles Metcalfe died December 
11, 1941, at the age of eighty-five. 

Margie Malvina Moyers Metcalfe died in 1957 at 
the age of ninety-seven. She was alert and interested 
in the events of the world until the end of her life. 

by Margie Ferry Simms 


METCALFE, PENROSE 
BLAKELY 


Penrose Blakely Metcalfe, son of Charles B. and 
Margie Moyers Metcalfe, was born November 24, 
1893, on the XQZ Ranch which was operated by his 
father. He graduated with honors from the San 
Angelo schools and from Texas A&M College. He 
majored in animal husbandry and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture. 

He served in World War I by enlisting in the Signal 
Corps in the aviation section in 1917. Commis- 
sioned a first lieutenant, he served at Kelly Field, 
Wright Field at Dayton, Ohio, and Bolling Field, 
Washington, D.C. He became a pilot in 1918 and 
was discharged as a captain in the Air Corps. 

Civic minded, Mr. Metcalfe served on the Tom 
Green County School Board for five years, eight 
years as a member of the Texas House of Represen- 
tatives, eight years in the Texas Senate, two years as 
chairman of the Upper Colorado River Authority, as 
a member of the State Board of Education from 
1950 to 1967, as a charter member of the Texas Sheep 
and Goat Raisers and president in 1953, six years as 
vice president of the National Wool Growers’ 
Association and as president in 1961 and 1962, and 
served many times on the Council of the Texas A&M 
Association of former students. He was a member 
of the Tom Green and State Bar Associations. 

As a legislator Mr. Metcalfe was active in matters 
of livestock, finance, and education, having served 
as chairman of numerous committees in the House 
and the Senate. He sponsored the Good Neighbor 
Scholarship Act to bring students from other nations 


in the American Hemisphere to Texas to study. He 
sponsored a bill allowing women to serve on juries 
in Texas. 

A longtime member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of San Angelo, he was a soloist for the church 
choir for many years. He was a member of the 
Masons and Shriners, a member of the James J. 
Goodfellow, Jr., Post of the American Legion from 
its organization, and a life member of the Parent 
Teachers Association for his services to the schools. 
Designated an honorary Lone Star Farmer by the 
Future Farmers of America, he spoke frequently 
throughout the state before youth organizations. He 
was presented a Distinguished Service Award at the 
Future Farmers national convention in Kansas City. 

Mr. Metcalfe greatly enjoyed the game of golf and 
participated in many tournaments, acquiring a 
number of trophies thereby. He served one term as 
president of the Texas Golf Association. 

Mr. Metcalfe operated a ranch near Tankersley 
and lived at Glenmore Hall, built by his father in 
1907. On November 11, 1967, he suffered an inca- 
pacitating stroke and died at his home March 6, 1970, 
the last member of a prominent pioneer family that 
had added much to Tom Green County history. 

by Margie Ferry Simms 


METCALFE, WILLIAM 
SALTER 


WS. Metcalfe in front of family home at 103 N. 
Washington Dr. 


It was said of W.S. Metcalfe that he served the 
City of San Angelo quietly. Some public officials 
have meteoric careers appearing on the scene with 
all the modesty of a Halley’s comet. Others come 
forward when they are called, assume their respon- 
sibilities as servants of the public instead of them- 
selves — and then return to their own affairs. 

In the latter classification went W.S. Metcalfe, a 
retired farmer and property owner who served four 
terms as city commissioner. He served on a trium- 
virate composed of Commissioners Metcalfe, R.A. 
Hall and City Manager E.E. (Gene) Lowrie which 
carried San Angelo’s burdens during the “high 
and low” years of 1930-1936. The commission 
became known as one of the most effective in the 
municipality’s history. Then again, called in another 
period of stress, Metcalfe came back to serve again 
in 1940 on the eve of the war. 

Mr. Metcalfe was instrumental in the city’s taking 
over the bus system and installing parking meters. 
During the Depression years, on two occasions, city 
taxes were reduced. Metcalfe was also on the com- 
mission when Goodfellow Field was launched. 

Born in Wayne County, Kentucky, Metcalfe came 
to Texas in 1895, living and working temporarily 
near Temple, Texas. He later moved to Granger, 
Texas, where he married Maude Young on December 
23, 1897. In Williamson County, he acquired 
extensive farm property. 
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City Commissioner W.S. Metcalfe pictured with his 
three grandchildren: Metcalfe in background, left 
to right, Lu Ann Wilson, Chelsey Wilson, and Mary 


Helen Metcalfe 


In 1913, Mr. and Mrs. Metcalfe and three children, 
Lucile, (Mrs. Herman McLaughlin), Loraine (Mrs. 
Chesley Wilson), and son Lynn moved to San 
Angelo, Texas. There they built one of the first 
homes in Angelo Heights at 103 N. Washington 
Drive, where he lived until his death in 1947. 

Mrs. Metcalfe was known as a diligent Bible 
student and teacher in the First Baptist Church. She 
died in 1935, but her teachings lived on in the lives 
of her children. 

In his retirement years, Mr. Metcalfe found 
pleasure in his three grandchildren: Chesley Metcalfe 
Wilson of Big Spring, Texas, Lu Ann Wilson (Mrs. 
Bobby Daniel) of San Angelo; and Mary Helen 
Metcalfe (Mrs. Bryan Horn) of Sugar Land, Texas. 

Mr. Metcalfe was a distant relative of the late C.B. 
Metcalfe, a pioneer of San Angelo. 

by Lu Ann Wilson Daniel 


MICHALIK, ANTON 


Anton Michalik was born September 28, 1893, in 
Rice’s Crossing in Williamson County, Texas. On 
March 5, 1916, he married Emilie Jansa, born 
January 30, 1896, in Rice’s Crossing. 

Nine children were born to this union: Libbie 
Evelyn, who married Adam F. Kutter, from Taylor, 
Texas. Edmond Anton, who married Agnes Milian, 
from Temple, Texas. Ruben Daniel, who married 
Dorothy Carnitz from Chicago, Illinois. Esther 
Ruth, who married Adolph Chasak, from Lowake, 
Texas. Albert Lee, who married Annie Maly, from 
Taylor, Texas. Georgia Emilie, who married Wilford 
J. Simcik, from San Angelo, Texas. Angeline Alice, 
who married Clifton A. Simcik, from San Angelo, 
Texas. Daniel John Michalik. Noemi Helen, who 
married Hubert J. Drgac, from San Angelo, Texas. 

There are also twenty-three grandchildren and 
twenty-nine great-grandchildren. 

After their marriage Anton and Emilie made their 
home southeast of Taylor, Texas, and engaged in 


farming. Later they moved to Holland, Texas, where 
they continued farming. 

Due to having a severe case of arthritis Anton was 
advised by his doctor to move to a dry climate, 
telling him to “go west” He moved his family to 
Mereta, Texas in January, 1938. Two years later they 
again relocated to a farm approximately four miles 
southeast of San Angelo where he continued to farm 
until his untimely death on January 30, 1957. 

After her husband’s death, Emilie Michalik lived 
with son Daniel for twenty-six years until her death 
at age eighty-seven on May 3, 1983. 

Anton and Emilie were God-fearing people and 
brought up their children in the Czech-Moravian 
Brethren Church, (now known as the Unity of the 
Brethren). Seven of the nine children are members 
of the Wall Brethren Church, as well as several of 
the grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Albert 
Lee, third son, is a minister of the Brethren Church. 

Anton served on the Board of Elders in the church 
for several years and was a faithful worker in other 
organizations in the church and in the community. 

During World War II, Edmond and Ruben served 
on active military duty overseas, as did sons-in-law 
Adam Kutter, Adolf Chasak, Clifton Simcik, and 
Wilford Simcik. Albert served in the local National 
Guard, and Georgia served as cadet nurse at 
Shannon Hospital. Daniel served in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Korean conflict, as did son-in-law 
Hubert Drgac. 

The parents of Anton and Emilie came to America 
from Czechoslovakia and landed in Galveston. They 
settled in the Williamson County, Texas area. Anton’s 
parents were Josef Michalik born in Roketnice, 
Moravia. He was a cabinet maker. His mother was 
Rosie Susen born in the same town as Josef. Emilie’s 
father was John Jansa born in Lanskroun, 
Czechoslovakia. Her mother was Frances Hejl born 
in Cerme, Czechoslovakia. 

by Daniel J. Michalik 


MIEARS, DANIEL P. 


Daniel P. Miears was born in 1866 in Stockdale, 
Texas. He married Margaret (Maggie) Haynes in 
1898. Together they reared three children, Lydia, 
Alma and Hollis, and for several years, cared for 
four orphan nephews and nieces. 

They did share crop work over Texas and moved 
to Tom Green County about 1920 when they bought 
a farm near Harriett. Dan was an early riser, 
getting up at 4 a.m. each day and retiring with 
darkness. He farmed with mules, and raised a few 
hogs and many brown Leghorn chickens. Dan was a 
tall, thin, wirey man with Indian blood. He knew 
very little about his family because his mother died 
when he was small, and he was on his own at age 
10, working for neighbors. Dan Miears and George 
W. Wright were distantly related and George helped 
Dan find a place when he first came to Tom Green 
County. 

Dan went through life with a “toeless’’ foot 
because he crawled into the edge of a campfire when 
he was a baby under the care of a sister. 

He and his wife Maggie sold the farm in 1938 
and moved to San Angelo where he lived until his 
death in 1945. Dan and Maggie were charter 
members of Harris Avenue Baptist Church. Maggie 
was active in her Sunday School class until her death 
in 1959. 

by Lawrence E. Wright 
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MIKESKA, ROBERT R. 


Robert R. Mikeska and Sadie (Simecek) Mikeska and 
Dorothy Ann, 1942 at Lowake House 


Robert Roy Mikeska was born September 6, 1915, 
near Abbott, Texas, in the Hill County. He married 
Sadie Simecek December 31, 1939, in West Brethren 
Church near Waco. Sadie was born March 5, 1915, 
in Concho County near Lowake, Texas. Her 
grandfather, Frank Simecek, purchased this farm 
in 1899. Her father and mother were John and Mary 
Simecek of Rowena, Texas. 

Robert and Sadie attended Hus School in the 
summer of 1935 at Temple, Texas. Robert went to 
Treadwell School and finished at Abbott High 
School. Sadie attended Sweet Home School and 
Ballinger High School. 

After their marriage, Robert and Sadie rented a 
farm from Sadie’s parents. Robert worked for $30 a 
month and saved enough money to buy a team of 
horses and farm implements for $107. Sadie got a 
cash gift from her aunt Fannie Simecek and bought 
a new 1940 two-door Chevrolet with a heater. 
Dorothy Ann was born January 7, 1941, and the 
doctor was J.J. Shiller of Rowena, Texas. 

In 1942, Concho County issued one tractor 
certificate for the whole county and that one was 
issued to Robert. A year later, Robert received a 
“Certificate of Farm War Service,” certifying that 
“This Farm Family is enlisted in all-out farm produc- 
tion for 1943 year, signed by Claude R. Wickard, 
secretary of agriculture, and H.E. Wood, County 
U.S.D.A. War Board of Concho County, Texas.” 

January 1, 1945, Robert, Sadie, Dorothy Ann, and 
two dogs moved to the Wall area, three miles east of 
Goodfellow Field on the Eola Road. Ruth Ann was 
born November 15, 1948. 

Dorothy Ann married Jimmie Brenek from 
Fairview in Wall Brethren Church June 18, 1960. 
Children are Annette Mae, teacher at Wall High 
School, married Jeff Russell; Allen Wayne, a farmer 
of Vancourt; Janet Kay, hair dresser; Jean Ann, 
junior at Wall High School. 

On February 15, 1942, Robert and family joined 
the Concho County Farm Bureau. In 1948, he 
transferred his membership to Tom Green County 
Farm Bureau. Robert was elected as a director in 
1952 and is still serving as a director. He served three 
years as chairman of the Farm and Ranch Safety 
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Committee, working with Frank Perkins, DPS 
Officer, visiting high schools to prove that “you can’t 
stop a car on a dime.” 

In 1963, he served as a chairman of the building 
committee when the new office was built on 107 
North Main in San Angelo, Texas. He has been 
membership chairman since 1964, except 1975- 
1977 when Robert was the county president and 
again became membership chairman. REA building 
was purchased in 1976 at 207 North Main, and the 
office building at 107 North Main was sold. He 
served with the building committee in 1986 when 
the 207 office was remodeled. 

In the mid-50s, Robert served on Wall High School 
PTA executive committee and one year as a treasurer. 
From 1955-1971 he was the president of the Mutual 
Protective Association, known as RVOS, local lodge 
#25 at Wall. The Mikeska family are members of 
the Wall Brethren Church. Robert served as a deacon 
and treasurer for several years and also served as 
chairman of the auditing committee. 

The Mikeska family ancestors migrated from 
Zadverice, Moravia, to Austin County, Texas, in 
1855. The Hejl family ancestors migrated from 
Cermna, Bohemia, to Colorado County at Frelsburg 
in 1871, three years later to Industry, Texas. Great- 
grandfather Hejl helped to organize and build the 
Industry Brethren Church in 1879. My mother was 
a Hejl. Grandfather Mikeska helped build the West 
Brethren Church in 1892. 

Sadie’s grandfather Simecek’s ancestors migrated 
from Zadverice, Moravia, to Industry, Texas, in 1884. 
In 1891, they moved to Williamson County. In 1892, 
they helped organize the Brethren Congregation at 
the Moravia School near Granger, Texas. 
Grandfather Simecek died from blood poison before 
the Simecek family moved to Concho County in 
1899. The Simecek family helped to organize the 
Rowena Brethren Congregation in 1904. 

Robert and Sadie donated the caliche for the 765 
Farm to Market Road starting from the San Antonio 
highway near Goodfellow past our farm and also 
donated the plot of land where the Millersview-Doole 
water tank is on our farm. Robert also worked really 
hard to get the school bus for the Sykes community 
to Wall. 

On May 16, 1987, Robert volunteered as vice- 
president to organize the Concho Valley Czech 
Heritage Society of Texas, in Concho, Runnels, and 
Tom Green County. 

by Robert R. Mikeska 


MIKESKA, SCOTT 


Scott Logan Mikeska was born on March 2, 1959, 
in Fort Stockton, Texas. On June 30, 1979, he married 
Clair Jean Strube (born August 16, 1958, in San 
Angelo, Texas). They have two children; Logan 
Strube Mikeska, born March 8, 1983, and Kirsten 
Dominique Mikeska, born April 26, 1985. 

Scott is the son of Billy Charles Mikeska and 
Charlotte Lock Mikeska who are both in the 
teaching profession. Scott has lived in many parts 
of the state of Texas as he followed his parents’ 
teaching assignments. He moved to Tom Green 
County in 1970; he has lived in San Angelo and 
Wall. Scott graduated from San Angelo High School 
in 1977. 

Clair is the daughter of Gilbert Strube and 
Celestene Mees Strube. She lived on her parents’ 
farm in Wall, Texas, her entire childhood. She 
graduated from Wall High School in 1976 and 


Angelo State University in 1979 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. 

After their marriage, Scott and Clair made their 
home in San Angelo. Scott has been a journeyman 
carpenter for Templeton Construction Company for 
eight years. Clair has been a special education teacher 
and third grade teacher for Grape Creek-Pulliam 
LS.D. for seven years. They are members of Holy 
Angels Catholic Church. Clair is a member of Texas 
State Teachers Association and Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society. 

by Clair Mikeska 


MILES, JONATHAN 


Jonathan Miles 
November 11, 1824 - January 16, 1911 
Was of such importance in bringing Santa Fe from 
Ballinger, town of Miles named for him and he was 
allowed to name Rowena. Came to San Angelo in 
1877 


Jonathan Miles was born in Limestone County, 
Alabama, on November 11, 1824, to William H. and 
Ann Eppler Miles. His father, William Miles, was a 
Revolutionary soldier and he also served under 
General Andrew Jackson at the Battle of New 
Orleans on January 8, 1815. Jonathan Miles died in 
San Angelo, Texas on January 16, 1911. 

Prior to coming to West Texas, Jonathan Miles 
established Miles Point in 1855 which is near 
Norborne, Missouri, having moved from Alabama 
to Missouri prior to his eighteenth birthday. In 1849 
Jonathan Miles participated, unsuccessfully, in the 
gold rush days in California and subsequent to that, 
he went to South America and was a member of 
Walker’s Expedition to Nicaragua. 

During the Civil War, Jonathan Miles fought with 
Quantrill. After the Civil War, Jonathan Miles 
moved to Texas and resided at such points as Echo, 
Coleman County, Texas, Fort McKavett, Schleicher 
County, Texas, and in and around San Angelo, Tom 
Green County, Texas. 

Prior to the turn of the century, Jonathan Miles 
was engaged in the ranching business and acquired 
large land holdings in Coleman, Schleicher, Brown 
and Tom Green Counties, Texas. 

In 1877 Jonathan Miles settled in San Angelo, 
Texas, and he made the first two additions to said 


City, namely, Miles Addition No. | (the area East of 
the Concho River where the present Central Post 
Office is located) and Miles Addition No. 2 (later 
Angelo Heights) (The area West of the Concho River 
where Central High School is located). 

Jonathan Miles assisted pioneers after the 1882 
flood of Ben Ficklin by giving town lots to the 
homeless refugees of said flood in Miles Addition 
No. | and he donated the land for the first cemetery 
which was located in said addition, namely, land 
where the present Edison Junior High School is 
located. Jonathan Miles, more than any other 
individual, was instrumental in bringing the railroad 
from Ballinger to San Angelo in 1888 by making 
donations in cash, rights-of-way, and land for the 
first depot (formerly located between Chadbourne 
and Oakes Streets near Martin Glover Company). 
The Santa Fe officials and people of San Angelo and 
West Texas, to show their appreciation for Miles’ 
efforts in bringing the railroad to San Angelo, 
allowed him to name the towns of Rowena and Miles, 
Texas. 

When San Angelo needed land for its first High 
School, Jonathan Miles donated sufficient grounds 
for same (the block where the old San Angelo High 
School was located on Magdalen Street and which 
was later the School Administration Building and 
which now belongs to Shannon Medical Center). 

When Jonathan Miles died his obituary stated that 
no other individual did more to establish San Angelo, 
Texas, during its formative years than he. 

At his death in 1911, Jonathan Miles was survived 
by his wife, Lillie Belle Boston Miles, whom he 
married on August 9, 1885. Mrs. Miles was born on 
February 12, 1860, in Carroll County, Missouri, 
having been reared in Madison County, Mississippi, 
and she arrived in San Angelo, Texas, as a bride on 
August 14, 1885. 


Mrs. Lillie Belle Miles 
Wife of Jonathan Miles 
Came from Mississippi as a bride, 1885 


Lillie Belle Boston Miles’s father, William Carson 
of Howard County, Missouri, was a half brother of 
Christopher Houston Carson, better known as “Kit 
Carson” and she was also related to Daniel Boone. 


The journey to San Angelo, Texas, was made by 
train as far as Abilene, Texas and from there by way 
of Runnels County in a buggy requiring two days. 

Soon after arriving in San Angelo, Lillie Belle 
Miles joined the First Baptist Church of San Angelo, 
Texas, when said church was less than a year old, 
and she remained a member of said church until her 
death on March 5, 1944; and her children, grand- 
children and great-grandchildren have been members 
of said church ever since. 

Jonathan Miles, and his wife Lillie Belle Boston 
Miles, are buried in Fairmount Cemetery along with 
five of their children, namely, Jack Miles, Carson 
Miles, Pompey Miles Cocreham, Susan Miles, and 
Mary Miles, all life-long residents of San Angelo. 
Grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Jonathan 
and Lillie Belle Miles still make their home in San 
Angelo, Texas, namely Susan Belle Durham (Mrs. 
J.R.) and Bradley Carson Miles and his children, 
Melanie Marie Miles and Matthew Carson 
Cottingham Miles, an Eagle Scout. 

by Bradley Carson Miles 


MILES, SUSAN 


Susan Miles was called “San Angelo’s unofficial 
historian.” She was the daughter of Jonathan and 
Lillie Miles, born April 22, 1892 in the central portion 
of San Angelo called “Miles Addition” which her 
father established after the Ben Ficklin Flood in 
1882. 

She attended the San Angelo school on Magdalen 
Street and received her high school diploma at the 
Turn Verein Hall located on the corner of Concho 
and Magdalen streets. She continued her education 
at the University of Texas in Austin and earned 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from that institution. 
Later she went to Philadelphia and Columbia 
University in New York as she pursued studies in 
English and Spanish with the intention of obtaining 
a doctorate. 

After her return to Texas she spent four years 
traveling around the state in the capacity of one of 
the four Texas school supervisors under the direction 
of the Texas superintendent of schools. She taught 
at the University of Texas for several years. 

Miss Miles moved back to San Angelo in 1932 
and became involved with the American Red Cross 
and helped establish the Crippled Children’s Society. 
She spent a number of years on the staffs of both 
organizations and became executive officer of both 
of them. 

Although Susan Miles was interviewed by the 
Standard-Times on several occasions, it is not quite 
clear just how she got started on her historical 
pilgrimage, but once it began it became the dominant 
thing in her life. In one interview she observed that 
“50 is about the average age for the bug to bite.” 
This is borne out by attending a meeting of most 
any historical society and noting who are members. 

In 1944 Susan Miles, Grace Bitner, a high school 
teacher, Doris Hoffman, county librarian, and a 
number of persons interested in area history began 
meeting in a room at the library and organized Tom 
Green County Historical Society. Miss Miles was 
the society’s first president and later became its 
executive secretary. After forty three years the group 
is still meeting at Quarters #1 at Fort Concho. 

Miss Miles remarked to the Standard-Times in a 
1968 interview that “there are plenty of subjects for 
research —the trouble is finding someone to do it.” 


The papers delivered to the historical society 
meetings by Miss Miles were numerous and they 
were given with a particular flair and style that only 
she could present. Articles by her were published in 
West Texas Historical Association Yearbook, Fort 
Concho Report, and San Angelo Standard-Times. Her 
book, Fort Concho in 1877, was published in 1973. 

Acquisition of material by Susan Miles over the 
years represents untold hours of research in localities 
where travel was essential and hundreds of letters 
were written to individuals, libraries, museums, and 
archives. Once she got on the trail of a subject a 
relentless search ensued. She involved a few of her 
historian cohorts, such as Mary Bain Spence, in 
researching certain persons or topics with a joint 
paper or article as a result. 

A large four drawer steel file of the Tom Green 
County Historical Society houses the working files 
of Susan Miles. There you will find information on 
Fort Concho, persons, businesses, churches, schools, 
buildings, etc., of San Angelo, Tom Green County, 
and nearby communities. On opening a given file 
you may find all or some of the following things: 
photographs, newspaper clippings, correspondence, 
magazine articles, archives, excerpts, Miles’ 
pencilled notes, a partial handwritten paper, etc. A 
wealth of material — some of it waiting to be 
developed by another interested historian. 

Other papers and memorabilia belonging to Susan 
Miles were donated to the society on October 19, 
1982, by Susan B. Durham, niece and heir of Miss 
Miles. These files contain much of the same type of 
material as the others except that they consist of 
completed papers or more coverage of the subjects 
involved. A screening process of individuals and the 
purpose intended by them is given consideration by 
a committee before these items may be used. 

A scholarship fund in honor of Miss Miles was 
started by Tom Green County Historical Society and 
many of its members and friends of Miss Miles 
contributed to it. In 1983 $15,500.00 was presented 
to Angelo State University for the purpose of 
providing scholarships to students majoring in 
history. Several recipients have been granted awards 
from the fund. 

In October, 1983, a plaque was presented by the 
charitable trust of Minnie E., Homer H. and H. 
Howard Haby, Jr. to the historical society honoring 
Miss Miles. The plaque reads: “We honor the life 
and memory of Susan Miles (1892 to 1982) who 
developed an outstanding talent for interpretative 
writing and for historical research which added to 
the recorded history of our area. Local, state and 
national tributes of merit came to her for her work. 
We will remain indebted to her for her unusual 
ability to portray the past with such accuracy and 
realism. She cared enough to share. She honored the 
past — by serving the future.” 

Because Susan Miles left records and had an 
insatiable desire to delve into the past and preserve 
it for posterity, historians of the present and future 
will continue to use materials she accumulated for 
the benefit of Tom Green County and the State of 
Texas. 

Prepared by Nonie Green from articles in San 
Angelo Standard-Times, April 7, 1968, January 31, 
1972, January 28, 1982 and from Tom Green County 
Historical Society files. 
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MILLER, EDWARD DANIEL 


Edward Daniel Miller was born in 1859 at Saxony, 
Germany. His father left the family with his mother 
and went to America to find a new home. His mother 
was mean to her daughter-in-law. Had she gotten 
the letter he sent that had enough money for 
transportation to America, she would not have let 
the daughter-in-law go. Fortunately Edward’s mother 
received the letter. She immediately packed the 
family’s meager belongings, and caught a ship going 
to America. The year was 1868 and Edward was 6 
years old. They traveled in the lowest class and had 
just enough food to survive. Edward was afraid he 
would starve to death so he stowed bread crumbs in 
a cloth, and tied it to a stick that he carried over his 
shoulder. The family was reunited with their father 
and lived in Lawrence, Massachusetts. Edward 
eventually moved to Texas about 1875. 

Nancy Della Bond was born in 1862 in Tolberton, 
Georgia. She came with a wagon train to Texas in 
1865. Della (Nancy) married Edward Miller July 21, 
1881. 

Edward’s mother wove his wedding suit out of 
wool. 

The first of their 12 children, Leo Charles (Charlie) 
was born in Gleason County in 1882. Susan Bond 
(Della’s mother) was at the home when Charlie died, 
presumably from sudden infant death syndrome. The 
next five children, Edward (Jr.) 1884, Linnie 
(Fletcher, Jessup) 1886, Price 1888, Eunice (Girvin) 
1889, and Thomas 1891 were born in Waldren 
County. The next four, Gladys (Landon) 1894, 
Cecile (Schuch)1896, Pauline (Sheffield) 1898, 
Blanche (Wyatt, Chambless) 1900, Bonnie (Clark) 
1902 and Homer 1905 were born in Millersview. 

Millersview was named after Edward (Sr.). One 
of three neighbors wanted to open a post office. To 
do so they had to have a name for the town. Three 
names were submitted to the Texas Senate. 
Millersview was chosen. 

Edward’s primary occupation was ranching. 
Eventually the Miller family moved to Sheffield 


An Early Day Cadillac 
Edward D. Miller, Gladys Miller Landon, Hattie 
Taylor. Back Seat: Cousin Hoodie Walker, and 
Maggie Taylor. Year 1910 


where the last two of the twelve children were born. 
Shortly thereafter they moved to San Angelo. They 
drove into town in a Velie automobile. Edward built 
the building in downtown San Angelo on the corner 
of Concho and Oakes streets. The building housed 
his Maxwell & Velie auto agency and garage. He 
also had a ranch in Big Lake. 

Edward Miller and his wife Della died in 1941, a 
few months apart in San Angelo, Texas. 

by Angela R. Case 


MILLER, FLETCH and NANCY 
CATHERINE (TRAMMELL) 


Nancy Catherine “Katie” Trammell was born June 
13, 1877. She was the third child of William Henry 
Trammell and Permelia Foster. Katie was born 
around San Saba where her father had a farm. Later 


1939 Miller Family 
Blanche Chambliss, Eddie Miller, Price Miller, Pauline Sheffield, Tom Miller, Homer Miller, Bonnie Clark, 
Eunice Girvin, Linnie Jessup, Edward D. Miller, Nancy Della Bond Miller, Gladys Landon, and Cecile 
Schuch 
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they moved to Ft. McKavett. Her mother died there 
in 1901. 

When Katie was about 14 years old, she and her 
family were going to a dance at Ft. McKavett when 
Katie was hit in the face by a tree limb that left her 
blinded in her left eye. 


The Miller Family 
Fletch, Luther Bennett, “Katie” (Catherine), Cora 
Lee (on Katie's lap), and “Bell” (Elizabeth) 


Katie married Fletch Miller on August 22, 1902, 
in Menard. Fletch was a freight hauler and worked 
around Ft. McKavett, San Angelo, and Bronte, 
among other places. He was born in Oklahoma. Katie 
and Fletch had five children: Elizabeth, or “Bell” as 
they called her, was born in Junction in 1903. She 
was married to a.) Charlie Searcy, b.) Joe Beaty, and 
c.) Luther Chappell; she had eleven children. Luther 
Bennett was born in 1907 in Oklahoma; married 
Onie Hope Murphy. Cora Lee was born in 1910 in 
San Angelo; married John Franklin Blakney. Alice 
was born in 1912 and died at six months of age. 
Velma was born in 1916; she married Clyde Clark. 

Katie was a widow for many years before she died 
in San Angelo on April 12, 1949. She is buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Cathy Lowry and submitted 
by Barbara Elliott 


MILLER, HOMER OWEN 


Homer Owen Miller was the youngest of the 
twelve children of Edward Daniel and Nancy Idella 
Bond Miller. He was born at Millersview, Texas, 
March 11, 1905. He died July 24, 1986 in San 
Angelo. 

He was a child when the family moved into San 
Angelo and his father opened the Maxwell & Velie 
Auto Agency and Garage. As a young man, Homer 
lived and worked in Big Lake and Sheffield, settling 
in San Angelo. He married Ollie Kathryn McManus 
in 1930 and a few years later bought a small house 
on Fairgrounds Road (now North Chadbourne) 
where they raised two sons, Edward Clinton and Kye 
Royden. That house, after several additions and 
renovations, is still the Miller home. 

For thirty-two years Homer worked at Angelo 
Axle and Spring Service (now Angelo Automotive), 
but his talents and interests were diverse and he found 
many outlets through the years. 


Homer loved the outdoors, and in all his activities, 
he demonstrated his expert knowledge of and respect 
for nature. He harvested nature’s bounty — both 
plant and animal — with skill, never taking more than 
would be used by family and friends. He was 
generous to a fault and took great pleasure in sharing. 
Nearly everyone who came to the house would leave 
with a sample of something — honey, pecans, 
homemade candy, dried fruit, homemade wine, 
blackberries, tomatoes and all kinds of garden 
produce. His garden was legendary; everything was 
bigger, better and earlier if it came from Homer! He 
had thirty-two pecan trees, some he planted forty- 
four years ago. He knew a lot about pecans and 
budded his own trees, still climbing up in them taking 
care of them when he was eighty years old! He sold 
hundreds of pounds of pecans each year, and gave 
away just as much. 

Beekeeping was another interest, and he always 
had honey to sell or give away. 

Homer was a master wood craftsman and made 
many pieces of beautiful furniture. He could also 
weld and make things from metal. 

Trapping was another activity which Homer 
pursued with his usual gusto. Preferring, as always, 
to do it from the ground up, he made his own live 
traps and produced his own scent bait. The latter 
required catching and caging a bobcat and collecting 
the urine, which has a strong smell and attracts 
curious animals into the traps. He had the cat for 
several months and hunted rabbits for her daily fare. 

Homer loved fishing and hunting. He never would 
bass fish, declaring it a waste of time to cast all day 
and maybe never catch a fish. But when it came to 
trotlining, he knew how to do that! He was a 
marksman deer hunter. He went on many trips to 
Colorado, Utah, Wyoming and New Mexico, and in 
later years hunted out of Water Valley. He processed 
his own meat, and the freezer was always full. 

Homer had a twinkle in his eye and an enthusiasm 
for life that made him fun to be around. He always 
loved a good joke. Unwittingly, he had the last laugh 
on his sons. How he would have enjoyed telling this 
story: Shortly after his death, his sons were going 
through some things in the garage and ran across a 
six-pack of Old Milwaukee in bottles. Thinking they 
had found left-over “emergency rations” from some 
long-ago fishing or hunting trip, they decided to 
sample the well-aged brew. Edward Clinton was first. 
He opened a bottle and turned it up. Kye watched in 
bewilderment as his brother’s face turned red, eyes 
began to water, violently spitting and gagging. He 
reached for the bottle and one whiff told the tale. 
There was no mistaking the acrid odor of the bobcat 
urine! 

by Helen Miller 


MILLER, OLLIE KATHRYN 
(McMANUS) 


Ollie Kathryn McManus was born in Sherwood, 
Texas May 11, 1908. Her father, James Clinton 
McManus, died in 1915, leaving his wife, Mary 
Melvina Brock McManus, with six young children. 
She managed to raise them with a modest income 
from her husband’s ranch. The ranch in Irion County 
is still owned and operated by members of the 
McManus family. 

All the children had their chores. Kathryn says 
she figures they were too busy to fight among 
themselves. She remembers how she and her older 


sister did the ironing after school. She had to stand 
on a box to reach the board. The iron was the old 
flatiron, and you had to wrap a cloth around the 
handle to keep from burning your hand. 

They always had plenty to eat — mostly beans and 
potatoes, with chicken on Sunday. Nearly every 
morning Mrs. McManus would make two loaves of 
bread and two pies with whatever fruit was in season. 
After school snack was bread and preserves. 

Kathryn’s family moved to San Angelo in 1925, 
her senior year in high school. After graduation, she 
enrolled in business college and went to work for 
Martin-Glover Wholesale Grocery. 

The McManus home on Upton Street was across 
from the home of Edward D. Miller, whose youngest 
son Homer soon became enamored of the middle 
McManus girl. Kathryn and Homer were married in 
1930. They had two sons, Edward Clinton, born in 
1931, and Kye Royden, born in 1943. 

Kathryn has been active in the Lakeview Home 
Demonstration Club for fifty years, and was 
president five times. She is a past president of the 
Lakeview P.T.A. She was Democratic Election 
Judge for ten years and was always there to help 
with the election. 

Kathryn has mastered all the time-honored home- 
making arts such as quilting, crocheting, knitting, 
sewing, canning, preserving and jellymaking. Plus, 
through the years, she tried her hand at the business 
of raising parakeets at one time and raising 
chihuahuas another time. For many years the family 
had a cow. Kathryn did all the milking and made 
butter and cottage cheese. 

Kathryn has always been interested in people. For 
many years she has clipped newspaper items about 
family and friends that fill a large scrapbook, but 
the stories she carries in her head (including names, 
dates and details!) would fill several volumes. She 
enjoys going to the annual reunion at Sherwood and 
catching up on, possibly adding to, those names, 
dates and details. Her greatest enjoyment now is 
family gatherings, taking pleasure in her 
grandchildren and all the new crop of cousins coming 
along in the McManus clan. 

by Helen Miller 


MILLER, WILLIAM OTTO 


Maggie and William Miller 


William Otto Miller, son of Joseph Peter and 
Fredricka (Garlitz) Miller, married Maggie Dale 
Brown, daughter of Thomas Jefferson and Lula Belle 
(Ellis) Brown on August 5, 1925. William (W.O.) 


and Maggie had two children: Janie Bee, who 
married Merlin Richard Hurt (son of Fred and Otha 
Hurt), and William Dwain, who married Doris Ruth 
Sandsmark (daughter of Lawrence and Marjorie 
Sandsmark). 


Janie Miller Hurt 


W.O.’s father came to Texas from Pennsylvania, 
settling in Jiba, Kaufman County. He married 
Fredricka, who had come to this country from 
Germany with her parents when she was a year old. 
After their marriage, with three sons, which included 
W.O., and four daughters, in 1918, the family loaded 
all household goods, livestock and farm equipment 
by rail and traveled to Miles, Texas, where they 
disembarked and moved to a section of land they 
had bought five miles west of Mereta. 

W.O. was born at Jiba, Kaufman County, 
September 18, 1905. 

Maggie was born May 29, 1904 in Mereta, Texas, 
on the Brown Farm, the youngest of six children. 
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She attended Mereta School, where she and W.O. 
met. Six weeks after she and W.O. married, she 
carried him a snack where he was plowing with a 
horse drawn plow. The horse became frightened, 
knocking her down, and the result was a broken leg. 
She spent six weeks in St. John’s Hospital and a long 
convalescent period at home. They operated a stock 
farm in the Mereta Community, where they lived 
until Maggie’s death in 1963. They also owned 
property east of Mertzon. 

W.O. served as Precinct #2 Commissioner of Tom 
Green County in the late 40’s and mid 50’s. Later he 
was engaged in livestock commission and real 
estate. He operated a business on North Bell Street 
in San Angelo. He was a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, San Angelo. 

Maggie was a member of the Mereta Baptist 
Church, where she taught a Sunday School class for 
years. She was an active member of the Mereta Home 
Demonstration Club and served in many offices in 
the club. She was a wonderful hostess for the annual 
Christmas dinner in their home for the Brown 
family. She was an outstanding cook and is 
remembered by her children, nieces and nephews 
for her doughnuts and home made candy. She passed 
on to her daughter an heirloom quilt made with 
blocks from her friends, with their names and 
birthdates on the blocks. 

W.O. and Maggie had six grandchildren and did 
not live to see their great-grandchild, Brady Charles 
Quam, son of David and Cindy (Hurt) Quam. 
Maggie died September 10, 1963, and was buried in 
Lawnhaven Cemetery. W.O. died February 21, 
1973, and was also buried in Lawnhaven Cemetery. 
One grandson preceded them in death. They were a 
familiar couple throughout the county at various 
functions while W.O. was County Commissioner. 
Both loved to be with people. 

by Janie Hurt 


MILLS, CLAUDIUS STANHOPE 


Claudius Stanhope Mills 
1874-1954 


Claudius Stanhope Mills (b. 1874 d. 1954) mar- 
ried Martha Lillian Rowsey (b. March 18, 1866 d. 
December 14, 1950) December 11, 1895, in 
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Martha Lillian Rowsey Mills 


Mississippi. He brought his wife, four step children 
and their two young children to Texas in 1900. The 
family settled in San Angelo, and then C.S. talked 
four of his five brothers who had remained in 
Mississippi into joining them. Dow, Ed, Buell, and 
P.O. (Owen) Mills worked with C.S. as carpenters 
and Buell had a small farm as well. 

After settling in San Angelo, Mr. and Mrs. C.S. 
Mills had three more children. Now there were five: 
Huron, Isla, Idelle, Pauline and Lillie. Of these five, 
only three survived to marry and raise families of 
their own. Pauline died as an infant (b. December 
26, 1900, d. May 13, 1901) and Idelle died at the 
age of eighteen (b. November 19, 1899 d. July 1, 
1918). 

C.S. Mills became a well known building 
contractor in San Angelo and surrounding area. 
Some of the buildings he constructed are the Catholic 
church in Wall, Texas, the Wilkinson home in 
Menard, Texas, the Schilling home at 1104 South 
Park Street, and the Powell home at 1401 Paseo de 
Vaca in San Angelo. 

All but one of Mr. Mills’ stepchildren and natural 
children remained in Tom Green County, marrying 
and raising children in the area. Huron (b. October 
26, 1896, d. August 2, 1971), the oldest of the Mills 
children, married Willie Hicks of Ozona in 1922 and 
moved to Austin. Their children are Madison and 
Mary Lou. The stepchildren who remained in the 
area married as follows: Cora Lee Rowsey, the oldest, 
married Charley Franklin (Dick) Stovall and had 
four sons; Hattie Belle Rowsey married William 
Alvin Davis and had a son and a daughter; and 
Emmett Rowsey married Minnie Ora Tullos and had 
two sons and a daughter. 

The two Mills daughters who grew to adulthood, 
married, and had children in San Angelo were Isla 
(b. May 30, 1898 d. May 21, 1968) and Lillie (b. 
March 26, 1902). Isla married Otto Eckert in 1924. 
Lillie married DeWitt Cox in 1921 and, after Mr. 
Cox’s death, married Rex Boone in 1931. 

Isla (Mills) Eckert and her husband, Otto, had two 
sons: Francis Mills Eckert, born September 16, 1925, 
and Robert Edwin Eckert, born March 14, 1927. 
Francis left San Angelo after graduating from high 
school and now lives in Arlington, Texas. Robert, 
after graduating from Rice University in 1950, went 


into accounting and is at present the senior partner 
in a local accounting firm. 

Lillie Mills (Cox) Boone had a son, Weston Cox, 
born September 8, 1922, and a second son, Rex Mills 
Boone, born December 13, 1933. Both sons attended 
Texas A&M University and then settled out of the 
San Angelo area. Lillie and her husband Rex Boone 
lived for over forty years at 407 West Twohig in the 
yellow frame house that her father built for them. 

Mr. and Mrs. C.S. Mills lived their later years with 
their daughter, Isla Eckert, at 1115 West Twohig. 
The Mills grandparent cared for grandsons Francis 
and “Bobby” while their daughter Isla worked, first 
as a saleslady at Cox-Rushing-Greer department 
store and then as the elected treasurer of Tom Green 
County, an office Mrs. Eckert held until her death, 
May 21, 1968. 

Mrs. Martha Mills died in 1950 and Mr. C.S. Mills 
in 1954. Both are buried in Fairmount Cemetery in 
San Angelo. 

by Patricia B. Eckert 


MILLSPAUGH, SIDNEY S. 


i 


“ 
Sidney and Sara Millspaugh 


Sidney Sanderson Millspaugh, son of James and 
Sara Millspaugh, was born in San Angelo in 1880. 
After attending High School, he went to work on his 
Uncle Robert Sanderson’s two hundred section ranch 
in Howard County. By the age of twenty-one, he was 
manager of this ranch. In 1908 he married Miss Sara 
Carr Cunningham. They continued to ranch in 
Howard County until, in 1916, Mr. Millspaugh 
purchased a thirty section ranch in Crockett County. 
This ranch still remains in the Millspaugh family. 
Sidney and Sara had two sons, Sidney Sanderson, 
Jr. and Austin Cunningham. In 1930 the Millspaughs 
built their home at 520 South Washington in San 
Angelo. 

Mr. Millspaugh was active in the Texas Sheep and 
Goat Raisers Association and in the Texas and 
Southwestern Cattlemen’s Association. He died in 
1947. 

Mrs. Millspaugh was a member of the “Twentieth 
Century Club,” the Symphony Guild, the San Angelo 
Poetry Society, the Garden Club and Daughters of 
the Republic. Until her death in 1965 she was active 
in the Emmanuel Episcopal Church. 

Descendants of Mr. and Mrs. Millspaugh now 
residing in San Angelo are their son, Austin, their 
granddaughter, Sara Cochran and their great- 
grandson, Wesley Cochran. 

by Jean F. Millspaugh 


MILNER, DE MARCUS LEE 


De Marcus Lee Milner (born September 20, 1870, 
in Fulton, Kentucky) married Ada LeCornu (born 
October 1, 1877 in Obion County, Tennessee) on 
December 16, 1896, in Fulton, Kentucky. Their 
children were Leola Demetra, Lena Mae, Susie 
Frances, Mary Ann, Ruby Etta, and De Marcus Lee, 
Junior. 

Leola Demetra, born February 5, 1899 in Fulton, 
Kentucky, married Jess Calvin Harris in San Angelo, 
in 1922. She died March 7, 1983. 

Lena Mae, born February 8, 1901, in Fulton, 
Kentucky, married Ernest Madison Steger in San 
Angelo, February 10, 1920. 

Susie Frances was born in Mount Pleasant, Texas, 
April 16, 1903. She never married and was associated 
with the San Angelo school system fifty years. Her 
first teaching job was at Water Valley, Texas. Then 
she taught at Santa Rita Elementary School and was 
librarian at Lee Junior High School until her 
retirement. She died January 17, 1985. 

Mary Ann, who was born March 11, 1905, in 
Mount Pleasant, Texas, married Doctor Roy E. Glass, 
a dentist, November 24, 1926. 

Ruby Etta, who was born January 9, 1907, in San 
Angelo, married Hubert M. Talley, December 24, 
1930, in Mexico. 

De Marcus Lee, Junior, born September 9, 1914, 
in San Angelo, married Miranda Katherine Kinsey 
in San Angelo, December 21, 1938. 

The Milner family came to San Angelo, December 
2, 1906. They lived at 203 West Ninth Street and 
later at 23 West Sixth Street. Mr. Milner was a 
building contractor; he built a new home at 909 South 
Abe Street and lived there until his death on May 
31, 1955. The family moved into the home on August 
8, 1927 and lived there until 1980 when Susie 
Frances sold it. Mrs. Milner died May 19, 1959. 

Mr. Milner did extensive work for John Y. Rust, 
who owned the San Angelo Telephone Company. 
Many houses in the Santa Rita area of San Angelo 
were built by Mr. Milner. 

by Mrs. D.L. Milner 


MIMS, ELTON TEAL and MARIE 
(GERBER) 


After many decades on their Coke County Ranch 
northwest of Water Valley, Elton and Marie Mims 
now make their home in San Angelo at 326 West 
Concho. In retirement they are returning to the Tom 
Green County roots they put down in the early part 
of the century. 

The only son of J.R. and Ara McManus Mims, 
Elton was born May 29, 1908, in Sherwood, the only 
town of any size close to the family homestead on 
Rocky Creek in the Tom Green County panhandle. 
During their early school years, Elton and his two 
older sisters Robbie and Lonnie, were taught by 
governesses on the ranch. But when time came for 
high school, they came to town to board with their 
grandmother, Molly Richmond Mims, who lived at 
the corner of Sixth Street and Volney. After 
graduation from San Angelo High School, Elton 
attended John Tarleton College in Stephenville. Two 
years later, he transferred to the newly created Texas 
Technological College in Lubbock, where he 
graduated in 1928 with a degree in agriculture. (The 
Class of ’28 was the first four-year ag class in 
Tech’s history.) In college he was a member of the 


Elton T. Mims 


Marie Gerber Mims 


school’s stock judging team and participated in 
national competitions. 

Family illness, followed by the onset of the 
Depression, made Elton’s immediate return to the 
ranch necessary. In the years that followed, he 
shuttled back and forth between the some 25 miles 
that separated his family’s two ranches: Rocky 
Ranch in the Tom Green panhandle and the Knapp 
Ranch in Coke County; more often than not, he rode 
by horseback and after dark. During other seasons, 
he batched for months at a time at Rocky. And in the 
mid-1930’s, he renewed his earlier acquaintance with 
Marie Gerber. 

Marie was born June 22, 1902, in San Angelo, the 
youngest daughter of John and Rosa Wenger Gerber. 
The Swiss-born Gerbers came to San Angelo in the 
mid 1880's, making their home at 315 Main Street 
amid the town’s large German-speaking population. 


John Gerber, with his brother, Fred, launched the 
town’s first soda pop factory, the San Angelo 
Bottling Works. John died suddenly in March 1912. 
Rosa and her children returned briefly to Switzerland 
for a visit. But with the clouds of World War I 
threatening, they headed back across the Atlantic for 
Texas, along the same sea lane where the Titanic 
had gone down just short months before. Marie’s 
older brothers Fred Jr., (who died in 1938), and 
Herman and sister Ida (who died in 1959) all made 
their own family homes in San Angelo; a younger 
brother, Rudolph, lives in Corpus Christi. Marie was 
graduated from San Angelo High School and 
attended college at Southwest Texas State Teachers 
College in San Marcos. 

In the late 1920’s, Marie was hired to teach at the 
one-room Walnut School in Coke County, where she 
boarded with parents of her pupils. One of her bright 
students was Elton’s younger sister, Helen. One of 
the highlights of her young adult life was attending 
the Chicago World’s Fair in 1934 with her sister, 
Ida, and a large delegation from San Angelo’s 
Business and Professional Women’s Club. In the 
early 1930s, Marie was secretary and bookkeeper 
for B.B. Hail’s West Texas Lumber Company on the 
northwest corner of Twohig and Oakes. Hail, along 
with Conrad Hilton, helped launch the Cactus Hotel 
on the site. Unlike Hilton, Hail worked for years to 
repay local investors when the first phase of the 
project went sour in the Depression days. 

Marie and Elton were married at sunrise on Easter 
Sunday, April 21, 1935, in the First Presbyterian 
Church on North Oakes Street. For the next 40 years, 
they made their home on the family’s Knapp Ranch 
in Coke County. Elton first was his father’s general 
manager; in 1941, J.R. Mims sold most of his 
livestock to his children and their spouses. From that 
time until his retirement, Elton operated the Knapp 
in partnership with his brother-in-law, Paul Coulter. 

Both Marie and Elton have been faithful members 
of the Methodist Church and often were delegates 
to state, national, and even world conferences. In 
1966, after attending a world Methodist meeting in 
London, they took a side trip to Switzerland; 
revisiting the country she had not seen since 1912, 
Marie retraced the Gerber ancestral roots in the city 
of Thun, south of Bern on the Aare River. 

Elton has helped preserve the history of the area 
through his work with the Tom Green County 
Historical Society; he obtained and has edited the 
letters of David Williams, one of the earliest ranchers 
in the Water Valley area. Since returning to San 
Angelo, Elton also has been an enthusiastic member 
of the Lions Club. 

The couple has two children: Robert Elton, born 
January 24, 1937, presently an editor with BUSINESS 
WEEK magazine in New York City; and Rosemarie 
Sue, born August 20, 1939, now director of 
Academic Planning and Analysis at the University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Their two grandsons are 
Michael Robert, an aspiring photographer and recent 
graduate of the University of Michigan, and John 
William, a seventh-grader in New Jersey. 

by Robert E. Mims 


MIMS, JOSEPH ROBERT and 
MARY AGNES (DEMERE) 


Widely known to younger generations of relatives 
and friends as “Uncle Bob” and “Aunt Dobbie”’, J.R. 
and Agnes Mims were one of Tom Green County’s 
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J.R. Mims 


Agnes Mims 


pioneering ranch families. Readers of Elmer Kelton’s 
perceptive novels occasionally will run across Bob 
Mims as a real-life character, and Elmer has lovingly 
related many of the stories that Uncle Bob also 
recalled from the county’s earliest history. 

The oldest son of David Henry Mims and Mary 
(Molly) Richmond Mims, Joseph Robert Mims was 
born November 21, 1872, in Holly Springs, 
Mississippi. A veteran of the Civil War and the Battle 
of Gettysburg, D.H. Mims moved his family to the 
San Marcos area in the early 1880s. When the severe 
drought of 1888-89 crippled their farming operation 
in northwest Hayes County, the family moved west 
to the San Angelo area with a cattle herd, only to go 
“flat-broke,” as Uncle Bob later put it, in the West 
Texas drought of 1891-93. 
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But Bob Mims was already establishing his own 
roots in West Texas. Near the Hayes County farm, 
the cattle trails from South Texas converged to form 
the Chisholm and Western Trails to Kansas, and the 
youngster acquired a vision of life on the range from 
hanging around the wagon yards and store porches. 
At 17 he packed two quilts and a change of clothing 
and headed west on his horse for San Angelo. 


J.R. “Uncle Bob” Mims 


Landing a trail job was difficult; he wasn’t allowed 
in the saloons where the trail bosses most often hung 
out between cattle drives. But with the help of a new 
friend, Jim McManus, who later was to become his 
brother-in-law, Bob was hired on as a horse wrangler 
and cook’s helper on the Four Cross L Ranch, some 
25 miles west of San Angelo on the Middle Concho. 
Two years later, he signed on with the Joe Funk 
Ranch, also west of San Angelo, and worked his way 
up to wagon boss for cattle drives up and down the 
Pecos River or on 30-day roundups from Ozona to 
Sonora to Rocksprings. The previous wagon boss 
had been gunned down, setting off a feud between 
two area families that lasted almost two decades. As 
a witness in the lengthy legal proceedings that 
followed, Bob packed a loaded revolver for years 
for self-protection. 

In 1902, when 400 sections of school land opened 
up, Mims tried ranching on his own, homesteading 
four sections in the Tom Green panhandle on Rocky 
Creek. The dashing young rancher met and married 
Ara McManus, who hailed from Lampasas; the 
couple had three children, Robbie (born May 24, 
1903), Lonnie (born May 3, 1907), and Elton (born 
May 29, 1908). But sadness struck the ranch family: 
Ara died in 1910. 

Some years later Bob Mims met a fetching auburn- 
haired woman who had come from Dallas to teach 
school in West Texas. Mary Agnes Demere, whom 
everyone knew as “Dobbie,” was every bit the 
pioneer as her husband-to-be. From their family 
home on the banks of Florida’s Suwannee River 
(which Aunt Dobbie later donated to the Stephen 
Collins Foster memorial), William Herbert Demere 
made his way to the Farmers Branch community 
northwest of Dallas by the 1870’s to try his luck in 
the cattle business. Dobbie was born to W.H. and 
Margaret Dennis Demere on August 13, 1889. As 
one of the older and certainly the most venturesome 
of the four Demere daughters (and even the three 
Demere sons), Aunt Dobbie would tell, in later years, 


of riding her pony and running into Indians along 
the dusty trails when her family moved west for a 
brief time to try their luck at farming in the Palo 
Duro Canyon area near Amarillo. Bob and Dobbie 
were married December 2, 1913, and a daughter, 
Helen, was born December 29, 1914. 

Bob, like most early ranch settlers, was always 
on the lookout to acquire more land. By 1914 he 
had added four adjoining sections to the Rocky 
Ranch, and began to acquire another spread, known 
as the Knapp, along Walnut Creek in southwestern 
Coke County. The Knapp Ranch soon grew to 15 
sections; Bob and Dobbie made it their headquarters 
in 1920. In later years, their home was an oasis for 
visiting relatives and friends. On summer evenings, 
as a cooling breeze blew up the valley, more often 
than not, a dozen — or even two dozen — were 
gathered around the huge family table set out in the 
yard as platters and bowls of food were shuttled from 
the kitchen. 

Surviving the Depression and the subsequent 
drought cycles was difficult, but through the efforts 
of a large and extended family circle, the ranches 
today still are under family ownership. Bob Mims 
died in 1966, just a few days short of his 95th 
birthday. Dobbie Mims, who made her home at Rio 
Concho Manor following his death, died in 1972. In 
addition to their four children (Robbie Mims Skeete, 
who died in 1968, Lonnie Mims Coulter, Elton T. 
Mims, and Helen Mims Sprague), the present Mims 
clan now includes six grandchildren (Robert E. 
Mims, R. Sue Mims, William D. Sprague Jr., 
Madelon Sprague, Marianne Sprague Paul, and 
Mary Kathleen Coulter Johnson), and nine great- 
grandchildren (Michael R. Mims, Katherine Paul, 
William D. Sprague III, Robert Paul Jr., Anne 
Sprague, Andrew Paul, Paul Coulter Johnson, John 
W. Mims, and Robert Royal Sprague). Uncle Bob 
and Aunt Dobbie also leave many nieces and 
nephews in the San Angelo area. Bob’s brothers 
(Sam, Logan, and Cell) and his sister, Liza (Mrs. 
Fred Baker), all raised their families here, as did 
almost all of Dobbie’s brothers (George, Frank, and 
Perry Demere) and her sisters: Jessie (Mrs. Swayne 
Talley) and Nonie (Mrs. Virgil Hearn). An older 
Demere sister, Maude, married a gold miner (Billy 
Asbury) and settled in Cripple Creek, Colorado; their 
home was a stopping-off place for Uncle Bob and 
Aunt Dobbie on their annual trips to the Cheyenne 
Frontier Days rodeo. 

Bob Mims had three other passions in his life: 
The rodeo, oil and soil conservation. Rodeo was the 
earliest. He saw his first in Austin in 1884. Before 
the era of Guinness World Book of Records, he 
bested the steer-roping time set at the St. Louis 
World’s Fair, by roping and tying a steer in 27 
seconds on his 27th birthday in 1899. His first win 
was a pair of silver-mounted bridle bits, garnered at 
a Sherwood rodeo in 1895. And, he still was com- 
peting and winning prize money well into his 60’s. 
In later years, after viewing the local competitions, 
Uncle Bob and Aunt Dobbie would first take in the 
Pecos Rodeo, billed as the world’s oldest, over the 
July 4th holiday, then trek north to Cheyenne for the 
Frontier Days. He spent most of his time at those 
rodeos back of the chutes with “the boys,” as he 
called them. That included a special friend, Will 
Rogers, with whom he traded stories behind the 
chutes at Stamford, just a month before Will’s death 
in a plane crash in Alaska. Even when he attended 
the Prison Rodeo in Huntsville for the first time, 
someone soon yelled out, “Uncle Bob” — a man sent 


up for cattle rustling. When he was 80, Uncle Bob 
drove his legendary black Packard to take in the 
Madison Square Garden rodeo in New York City. 
Never one to trust the official timers, he always 
carried his own stop watch. 

He was one of the first ranchers in the West Texas 
area to lease his ranches for oil exploration. To his 
immense disappointment, the some 30 wells drilled 
there during his life time were dry holes. But Uncle 
Bob had a ready explanation. He believed in his 
“doodlebug,” a contraption full of mysterious 
chemicals and other elements wrapped tightly with 
black tire tape that he always kept handy in the glove 
compartment of his Packard. When swung from the 
end of its steel-beaded pull chain as a divining rod, 
it could tell where the oil “really” was. “Thunder,” 
he’d say. “No wonder it was dry; they didn’t drill 
where I told them to.” 

His great concern for soil conservation is Bob 
Mims’s most permanent legacy. Having seen the land 
before the invasion of the mesquite and the prickly 
pear, Uncle Bob was one of the earliest advocates of 
restoring the land to something akin to how he had 
found it. Bob Mims could dazzle audiences with his 
pitch for conservation, at once mixing poetry (“Let 
me live in my house by the side of the road and be a 
friend to man’’) with vivid descriptions of the 
practical results he garnered from the conservation 
experiments. In 1960 he received the “Man of the 
Year’? award from Texas’s Soil Conservation 
Committee. More important, thanks in large part to 
his vision, Rocky Creek — its headwaters snaking 
through the sections of his original homestead — 
began to flow once more after more than a 50-year 
hiatus. 

by Robert E. Mims 


MINTON, CAROLYN (BROCK) 


Carolyn Brock Minton 


Carolyn Brock Minton was born November 3, 
1926, in Erie, Pennsylvania. She was the daughter 
of O. Carlyle Brock and Grachia M. King, both 
members of pioneer families. Members of the Brock 
family fought in the French and Indian Wars and 
The American Revolution. Members of the King 


family fought in the Revolutionary War and the Civil 
War. Mrs. Minton’s father was the Imperial Potentate 
of Shrine of North America (A.A.O.N.M.S.) in 1964 
and dedicated all of the Shrine Burn Centers in the 
county. He was a 33 degree Mason. 

Carolyn graduated from high school in Mercyhurst 
Seminary, attended Eastman School of Music and 
Emerson School of Dramatic Arts, and received A.B. 
degrees from the University of Texas at Austin and 
Angelo State University. She completed her master’s 
degree at Angelo State University and did further 
graduate work at the University of Texas. 

She married Robert Marion Minton, Jr., on 
December 30, 1947, in Erie, Pennsylvania. They had 
four children: Cynthia Maureen, December 24, 1948; 
Rhonda Carolyn, April 13, 1951, Robert Brock, 
January 31, 1953, and Randall Mark, February 15, 
1955. 

After Robert and Carolyn graduated from the 
university, they moved to San Angelo and then to 
Midland, where they lived until October 1966 when 
they returned to San Angelo. 

Mrs. Minton was a teacher at the Episcopal Day 
School in Midland and at Lee Junior High and 
Central High School in San Angelo until 1980. In 
1968, she was awarded a National Defense Education 
Act Fellowship to do graduate work at the University 
of Texas. She was elected to Kappa Delta Pi, Sigma 
Tau Delta, Delta Kappa Gamma, and was listed in 
Who’s Who in the South and Southwest in 1978. 
She was awarded the Hospital Award for Volunteer 
Excellence by the American Hospital Association for 
her work with the Living Bank and Organ Donor 
Drive. She was also invited to address the Innovators 
conference at the American Hospital Association in 
Houston concerning the Living Bank. 

While in Midland, Mrs. Minton was president of 
the American Association of University Women, 
The Junior Fine Art Club, The Experiment in 
International Living, The International Women’s 
Club, and vice-president of the Midland County 
Tuberculosis Association. 

All of her life, Carolyn has been interested in 
politics, serving on steering committees, heading up 
telephone campaigns, and serving as precinct 
chairman. In 1983, Governor Clements commis- 
sioned her “A True Texian” and the same year, she 
was named Republican Woman of the Year. She 
served as Regional Director of the Reagan-Bush 
campaign and was a delegate to the Republican 
National Convention in Dallas in 1984. 

Since returning to San Angelo, Mrs. Minton has 
served as president of the Concho Valley Republican 
Women’s Club, The Victory Study Club, The Rolling 
Hills Garden Club, and has served as historian and 
on the Chapel Committee for Angelo Community 
Hospital Auxiliary. In 1988 she was elected vice 
regent of Pocahontas Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and in 1990 was elected 
regent of the chapter. She was also chairman and 
instigator of the Living Bank Organ Donor Drive 
and co-founder, along with Louise Appel, of the San 
Angelo Council for Civic Enrichment. 

In addition she is a member of Volunteers in 
Public Schools, Three Rivers Personnel and 
Guidance, Joint Council of Teachers of English, 
Association of Texas Professional Educators, and 
San Angelo Retired Teachers Association. 

An extensive traveler, Mrs. Minton has traveled 
in over 90 countries, including Outer Mongolia and 
Tibet. She was invited to join an educational 
delegation to China in 1975 before China was open 
to tourists. That year, she gave over 50 talks to 


organizations throughout the state. Photographer, 
traveler, collector, educator, and lecturer, Carolyn 
has lived life to the fullest. 

by R.M. Minton, Jr. 


MINTON, ROBERT 
MARION, JR. 


R.M. Minton, Jr. 


Robert Marion Minton, Jr. (Bob) was born in 
McAlester, Oklahoma, on December 26, 1922, to 
Robert Marion Minton and Ollie Priscilla Thompson. 
He and his family moved to San Angelo in November 
1928, and Bob attended San Angelo public schools 
until he was old enough to enter New Mexico 
Military Institute in Roswell. While at N.M.M.L, he 
was on the football, polo, and tumbling teams. He 
graduated from N.M.M.I. in January 1943, and was 
commissioned 2nd Lieutenant in the Ist Horse 
Cavalry. From there, he was sent to Officers Training 
School at Fort Benning, Georgia, where he was 
converted to an infantry officer. Next, he received 
special training in artillery, demolition, and bomb 
disposal schools. 

In the early spring of 1944, he sailed aboard the 
Queen Mary from New York City to Glasgow, 
Scotland. On D. Day, he landed at Omaha Beach 
under the command of General Omar Bradley, 
fighting through Normandy and Brittany until he 
was assigned to the Third Army, which was 
commanded by General George Patton. Bob was a 
demolition expert working ahead of the armored 
divisions through France, Germany, Luxemburg, 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Austria, and Italy. He was 
with the forces that liberated Paris, he fought for 
the Mainz Bridgehead across the Rhine River, and 
he was with the forces that liberated Frankfurt, and 
was with the forces that entered Leipzig before Patton 
was informed that United States forces would not 
be permitted to liberate Berlin. Eventually, his 
advance patrol made contact with the Russians in 
Rosenberg, Czechoslovakia. 

Bob was awarded the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 
the European Theatre Ribbon with Four Bronze 
Stars, the Victory Combat Infantry Badge, and the 
Occupation Ribbon. He was wounded in Germany 
in 1945, and was discharged as a captain in 1946. 
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He married Carolyn Brock in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
on December 30, 1947. She was the daughter of O. 
Carlyle Brock and Grachia M. King. Bob and 
Carolyn’s first child, Cynthia Maureen, was born in 
Austin, December 24, 1948. After Bob graduated 
with a B.B.A. degree from the University of Texas 
in Austin in January 1949, the family moved to San 
Angelo for a short time. In July the family moved to 
Midland where Bob worked in the family business. 
There were three more additions to the family while 
they lived in Midland: Rhonda Carolyn, April 13, 
1951; Robert Brock, January 31, 1953; and Randall 
Mark, February 16, 1955. 

In October, 1966, the family returned to San 
Angelo, where Bob is now an Independent Oil 
Operator and the owner of R.M. Minton and Son 
Distributing Company. 

by Carolyn Brock Minton 


MINTON, ROBERT 
MARION, SR. 


N 


R.M. Minton and “Old Smoke” 


Robert Marion Minton was born in Indian 
Territory near Muskogee, Oklahoma, on October 28, 
1899, to John A. Minton and Emma Schaublin. 
Robert’s father, John, fought against Geronimo, and 
as a young man, rode with wagon trains from 
Kentucky to California on two different occasions. 
Robert’s grandfather, Marion Minton, was a Union 
soldier during the Civil War. 

When Robert was 16 years old, his parents granted 
him permission to join the United States Signal 
Corps, which was the World War I equivalent of the 
United States Air Force. He was a pilot and flight 
instructor at Ellington Field in Houston, during that 
time, and was a sergeant when he received his 
honorable discharge from the service. 

On June 28, 1920, Robert married Ollie Priscilla 
Thompson, daughter of Ide Paul Thompson and Isa 
Mae Howard. The couple had four children: Dorothy 
Alene, Robert Marion, Jr., Mary Jo, and William 
Sherman. 

Seeking a high dry climate, the Minton family 
moved to San Angelo in November of 1928. At that 
time, Robert and Ollie established R.M. Minton 
Wholesale, then a wholesale candy and tobacco 
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business on North Chadbourne Street. After beer was 
legalized, the company became R.M. Minton 
Distributing Company, and eventually, the company 
became R.M. Minton and Son. 

Robert was a 32nd degree Mason and belonged 
to the Fort Worth Shrine, Moslah Temple. He was 
an independent oil operator, and he was the inventor 
of the Minton Fishing Rod Holder. 

In 1945, he married Evelyn Price Bowen. Both 
Robert and Evelyn are interred in Fairmount 
Cemetery. Robert’s father and mother, John Minton 
and Emma Schaublin Minton Ryker, are interred at 
Belvedere Memorial Park. 

Robert’s survivors include: two sons, Robert 
Marion Minton, Jr., and William Sherman Minton, 
both of San Angelo; two daughters, Mrs. Tom 
Bunnell (Mary Jo) of Dallas and Mrs. Clyde Taylor 
(Dorothy) of Austin. Robert is also survived by two 
stepsons, Richard Bowen of San Antonio and Bill 
Bowen of Midland. Robert had three brothers, 
Thomas J. Minton of Los Angeles, California; Eldon 
T. Minton of Phoenix, Arizona; and Bill Minton of 
Kerrville, Texas. One sister, Mrs. Bill Clark 
(Margaret) lives in Fort Worth. At the time of his 
death, Mr. Minton had 19 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren. His grandsons served as his 
pallbearers. 

by Carolyn Brock Minton 


MIRES, PATRICK HENRY 


Patrick Henry (Patty) Mires and Louisa Matilda 
Miller Mires 


Patrick Henry Mires, born February 26, 1829, in 
Tennessee, left home at an early age and came to 
Texas from Missouri. Patrick (Paddy or Patty) was 
married in the late 1850s to Vianna Tidwell, 
daughter of Josiah and Nancy Tidwell, in Henderson 
County. From this first marriage three children were 
born: Nancy Lucinda Mires Wilkinson, Lisa Mires 
who died in infancy, and Assberry W. Richard (Dick) 
Mires. Vianna died in 1864 and in that same year 
Patty joined Company E Griffins Battalion, Texas 
Infantry 21st Regiment of the Confederate States 
Army. 

After disbanding of Griffins Battalion, Patty 
moved his family to Menard, then called 
Menardville, where in partnership with Tull Smith, 
Patty opened the first store in the first building in 
the village. Patty traveled around surrounding 
counties peddling the stores goods and met his 
second wife in Llano. Patty and Louisa Matilda 
Miller, daughter of William H. and Matilda Miller, 
were married on November 28, 1867. The first settler 
to act as postmaster before official opening of the 
post office, Patty went on to serve as Chief Justice 
and County Commissioner of Precinct Number 1 
concurrently from 1873 to 1875 for Menard County. 

In 1879, Patty bought 640 acres in Tom Green 
County on Old Toe Nail Trail near present day 


Home of Patrick Mires Family on Toe Nail Trail, 
Christoval 


Christoval. Here he built a two-story rock house, the 
ruins of which still stand, and moved his family. 
Between 1880 and 1885, Patty built a grist mill, the 
only one for miles on the east bank of the South 
Concho River. One of the first settlers in the area, 
Patty joined with another first family, DeLong, in 
helping to establish the first church and school in 
Christoval. 

From this location Patty ran many businesses. 
First, he ran the grist mill operations; second, he 
raised water cress and sold it; third, his home be- 
tween San Angelo and Menard was a stage stop for 
that run; and fourth, he ran a freight line from Fort 
Concho to Fort McKavett and Menard. All this with 
ranching, farming and chasing Indians who were 
stealing his horses. In 1892 Patty began construction 
of the Louisa Mires Irrigation System consisting of 
a dam across the South Concho River, a head gate 
and an irrigation ditch. In the same year, Patty 
purchased 843 fruit trees and planted them on 50 
acres of irrigated land. 

Patrick Henry Mires died on February 17, 1897, 
and his wife Louise died on March 29, 1931. Their 
children were: William P. Mires, Elizabeth Fannie 
Mires Neal Furry, Mary Mires Wilkinson, Emily 
Melissa Jane Mires Young, Lillie Louise Mires 
Brown, Fred C. Mires, Vianna L. Mires, Henry W. 
Mires, James W. (Jim) Mires, J. Frank Mires, and 
Archie P. Mires. 

by Elizabeth R.E. Martin and Mary Everson 


MISKIMON 


William Andrew Miskimon married Benne E. 
Hughes in Whitesboro, Texas in 1882. He was born 
April 1, 1859, in Clinton, Missouri, the son of a 
general mercantile store owner. She was born March 
14, 1862, in Whitesboro, Texas, the daughter of 
John and Emily Trimmier Hughes, farmers and mill 
owners. In October 1889, they moved to San Angelo, 
Texas with their son, Alvin, who was born October 
13, 1883. Mr. and Mrs. Miskimon pooled their 
inheritances and bought a ranch north of San Angelo 
and the finest cattle available to stock it. However, 
they encountered drought, depression and, the final 
blow, a March blizzard in 1894 that killed most of 
their cattle. Mr. Miskimon then became a surveyor, 
helping survey Tom Green County and surrounding 
areas. 

After losing the ranch, Mrs. Miskimon became a 
business woman. She owned a ladies’ hat shop and 
later leased and operated a hotel in the 100 block of 
West Harris Avenue, where the Tom Green County 
jail now stands. Their daughter, Dewey, was born in 
the hotel on May 5, 1896. She married Louis 
Kleitches, who was born in Karpenision, Greece, 
June 14,1886, in San Angelo on July 31, 1918. Mrs. 


Miskimon was an accomplished horsewoman who 
won many first prize honors at early day fairs. 

The great tragedy of their lives was the murder of 
their son, Alvin, on December 17, 1910. He had 
become a mining engineer, working in Globe and 
Bisbee, Arizona. He developed a process for 
separating the mineral from the ore and was leaving 
on a night train for Washington, D.C. to file the 
process with the U.S. Patent Office. He and his wife 
were shot and killed on their front porch in Globe, 
Arizona, as they were leaving for the train depot and 
the mining process was stolen by the murderer. 

The Miskimons have three grandchildren: Norma 
Joe Kleitches (Mrs. Douglas A. Williams of San 
Angelo), Melba Kleitches (Mrs. Melba McCormick 
of Midland), and Louise Kleitches (Mrs. Conn 
Johnson of Bronte). They also have two great- 
grandchildren, Todd Houston Williams of Austin, 
Texas, and Robert Simpson Johnson of Midland, 
Texas. Although an early day Baptist, Mrs. Miskimon 
became a member of the First Presbyterian Church 
of San Angelo in the 1890s and all of her descen- 
dants have remained in the Presbyterian church. 

Mrs. Miskimon’s great-grandparents were 
Colonel Obidiah Trimmier, a Revolutionary War 
officer and his wife, Lucy Stribling Trimmier. He 
was a member of the Cincinnati Society, sponsored 
by George Washington for some war heroes. Her 
grandparents, Thomas Stribling Trimmier and 
wife, Martha Greenwood of South Carolina, came 
to Texas in the 1830s and held the first organized 
Baptist Church meeting in their cabin home in 1839 
at Washington on the Brazos. From this group grew 
Baylor University. 

by Norma Joe Williams 


MITCHINER, ROBERT HAYES 


Robert Hayes Mitchiner was born in Randolph 
County, Georgia, on August 21, 1850. He was the 
ninth of eleven children born to William Best 
Mitchiner (1792-1865) and Sarah Coram (1811- 
1891). His maternal grandparents were Thomas E. 
Coram III (c. 1788-c. 1864) and Deborah Hayes 
(c. 1788-?). On December 14, 1871, Robert married 
Sarah Elizabeth Scott. Sarah was born in Georgia 
on November 13, 1853, to William S. Scott (1805- 
1868) and Anna E. Allen (1821-1901). 

While the rest of their families remained in 
Georgia, Robert and Sarah moved to Limestone 
County, Alabama, near Athens. There they had two 
children, Belle Boyd born May 7, 1874, and William 
Scott born in April of 1875. Belle later married 
George R. McGraw on September 27, 1893, and died 
on May 30, 1956. William married Catherine Ellen 
Blankenship on October 21, 1895, and died on July 
10, 1963. 

The family then moved to Mississippi, where Ida 
Eugene was born September 10, 1878. She married 
John A. Stephens on December 3, 1893, and died 
September 18, 1896. 

Sometime prior to 1880 the family moved again, 
this time near Celeste in Hunt County, Texas. While 
in Hunt County, Robert and Sarah had five more 
children. These were Robert Elmo born August 21, 
1881; Bessie P. born May 1885; Lottie Virginia 
born March 15, 1886; Memory Morris (Minks) 
born July 1888; and Sally Roberta born November 
21, 1894. Elmo was married to Lillie Tims July 9, 
1905, and died on May 28, 1940. Bessie married 
Walter P. Tapp November 22, 1903, and died at 
Sylvester, Texas. Lottie married Alexander Bowman 


Kennedy, March 6,1904. She passed away in San 
Angelo, May 15, 1961. Minks was married to Minnie 
Beck, December 17, 1911, and died December 12, 
1930. Sallie was married to Norman G. Wilkerson 
on January 31, 1915. She passed away in March 
1985. 

Robert Hayes Mitchiner was a farmer all of his 
life, while Sarah Mitchiner was a housekeeper. The 
family moved to Tankersley in Tom Green County, 
about 1907. There they operated a farm until their 
deaths. Sarah passed away November 28, 1929. 
Robert died on May 2, 1935. Both are buried at 
Midway Cemetery on the Arden Road between San 
Angelo and Arden. 

by Chris Jones 


MONSEY, AUTREY ALONZO 
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The Monsey Family 
L-R: Jessie (Mrs. Autrey Monsey), Clara, Oressa, 
and Autrey Monsey 


Autrey Alonzo Monsey moved his family into a 
small house he built himself at 1055 North Main, 
San Angelo, in May 1928. He was born near 
Trickham, Coleman County, July 7, 1897, the only 
child of James Elonzo Monsey and Beula Bingham 
Monsey. When he was three months old, his father 
died. When he was three years old, Beula married 
Joe Kingston, an oil production worker. Autrey was 
educated in the Trickham school, except for two or 
three terms at Cross Plains where he stayed with his 
uncle, Sid Monsey. The latter was an automobile 
dealer who owned a garage and blacksmith shop. 
Autrey wrote home that he wished he had $275 so 
he could buy himself an auto. Uncle Sid trained 
Autrey in mechanical work and encouraged him to 
go the Chalmers Auto School in Dallas. 

Autrey married Jessie Rodgers June 1, 1915. They 
had two daughters: Clara Mina born September 24, 
1916, at Trickham, and Oressa born February 15, 
1921, at Ranger. 

Autrey held a variety of jobs that required his 
mechanical abilities. He was an auto mechanic in 
Mason, in Mertzon for McKenny & Curbirth, and in 
San Angelo for Jergens and Callahan. At Freeport 
he worked in the sulphur mine. At Ranger he was a 
gauger for Moss No. 1 and later worked for the 
refinery and for Lone Star Gas Company. In Northern 


Autrey Alonzo Monsey 
San Angelo Municipal Airport, 1931 


Canada, he helped put down the first discovery well 
with Pure Oil Company. At Big Lake, he installed 
and operated the city power plant, with additional 
duties as fire chief and jailer. 

In 1929, Autrey was appointed manager of the 
new San Angelo Municipal Airport. He quickly 
qualified as a licensed airplane and engine mechanic, 
private pilot, and then commercial pilot. He operated 
a school for ground and flying students. Some paid 
tuition by bartering farm produce. Students included 
several women, a retired railroad engineer, and a 
shoe shiner. Autrey soloed 49 students. 

Autrey and Jessie were divorced early in 1932 and 
he married Ruby Lee Spence. Their daughter, Autrey 
Ann, was born February 9, 1933. 

On November 20, 1932, Autrey and Truett Young 
died near the airport in the crash of a Travelaire. 
According to the Standard-Times, Young and Cecil 
Walton had bought this plane the day before, and it 
was not new. Both pilots were more accustomed to 
flying the slow-powered Curtiss Wright, Jr., pusher. 
Witnesses assumed Autrey had given the controls to 
Young for landing. The plane went into a dive, 
throwing Autrey out. Young crashed with the plane. 

by Oressa Martin 


MONTGOMERY, JAMES A. 


January 10, 1912 
James A. Montgomery and Annie Belle Montgomery 
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From quotations printed in the Methodist Church 
Messenger and San Angelo Morning Times: 

“Mr. James Montgomery and Miss Annie McGill, 
two of the best young people, were united in 
matrimony last Wednesday, January 10, 1912, at 8:30 
P.M., in the presence of quite a number of their 
friends. The ceremony was performed at the home 
of the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. A.A. McGill in 
Fort Concho Addition. 

“At the appointed hour, Professor C.F. Morse’s 
chorus of young men, all of whom are particular 
friends of the groom, sang, and was immediately 
followed by a pre-nuptial song by Miss Kate Kelly. 
Then to the familiar strains of the wedding march, 
played by Professor Morse, the bridal party entered, 
attended by Miss Mina DeWolfe and Mr. Joe 
Huffman, and took their places before Rev. Will T. 
Renfro, who pronounced the wedding service, with 
impressive dignity. 

“Besides the immediate members of the family, 
there were present Dr. and Mrs. A.J. Marberry, Mr. 
and Mrs. James Weddell, Mesdames C. Handley, 
J.C. Smith, Misses Kate and Marie Kelly, Bess 
Easterly, Georgia Paul, Blanche Ratliff, Hazel 
Morgan, Nora Wilson, Mina and Mable DeWolf, 
Alma French, Willie Barron, Ada Boykin, Clara 
Scott, Gladys and Justine Mayer, Gracie Maze, 
Messrs. Walter Hamilton, J.T. Allen, J. Smith, 
Jim Barron, E.T. Wylie, R.M. Perkins, P. Wilson, 
Herbert Hatcher, Will Cheatham, Joe Huffman, 
Searcy Smith, and Will Carroll.” 

So began the beautiful marriage of James A. 
Montgomery, born April 2, 1885, and his bride, 
Annie Belle McGill Montgomery, born November 
22, 1888. 

Mr. Montgomery was an employee of Findlater 
Hardware Company for a number of years as 
bookkeeper. Then he tried farming for about a year 
before beginning his work at the Post Office of San 
Angelo, where he worked until his retirement in May, 
1947. He was a lay minister for the Methodist Church 
for many years, and after his retirement he was 
ordained as a preacher for the Methodist Church. 
He was a longtime member of the Business Men’s 
Bible Class, and an honorary director for many years. 

He helped many young people of San Angelo by 
working with the Boy Scouts, and for many years 
was scoutmaster of Troop 7 in San Angelo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery had six children. Their 
third child died in infancy. Their other children are 
Elizabeth Elder (deceased), James A. Montgomery, 
Jr., Arthur A. Montgomery, Maxine Morgan, and 
Calvin Montgomery. 

After retirement Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery moved 
to a farm in Mason County, where they lived for 17 
years. Then they moved back to San Angelo, 
renewing old friendships and enjoying new friends. 

Annie Belle Montgomery died September 1, 

1968, and James died March 15, 1969, after living 
a full, worthwhile and happy life together. 

by Maxine Montgomery Morgan 


MOON, JOY (BELL) 


Joy Bell Moon was born April 11, 1912, at Bowie, 
the daughter of Reverend and Mrs. R.E. Bell. She 
attended public schools in Decatur, and Decatur 
Baptist Junior College. 

In 1933, she received her AB degree from Baylor 
University and her AM from Baylor the next year. 
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For the next two years, she was an instructor in 
biology there. From 1935-38, Joy attended Brown 
University on a full scholarship, was elected to 
membership in the prestigious Sigma Xi Fraternity, 
and received her PhD in biology. 

After teaching for one year in Wells College, she 
married Dr. Roy Moon in 1939 and went with him 
to Iowa City, where he interned and she did research 
in biochemistry in the State University of Iowa 
Hospital. From there, she and her husband moved to 
Montgomery, Alabama, for his residency at St. 
Margaret Hospital. Dr. Moon then went to Iowa City 
for a residency and in 1942 volunteered for the Army 
Medical Corps; Joy went back to Montgomery where 
their daughter, Martha, was born. Just before their 
son, Roy, was born in 1946, Joy learned that she had 
multiple sclerosis. 

The Moons moved to San Angelo in 1948, where 
she became a valuable citizen in a growing town. 
She was twice elected to serve on the San Angelo 
School Board and served five years. She served on 
the Tuberculosis Board and was a charter member 
of the Lighthouse for the Blind, which met in her 
living room until it could secure a permanent home. 
She is a lifetime member of the Library Board — an 
elective office. She was a member of the American 
Association of University Women and an Honorary 
Member of Delta Kappa Gamma. For five years, 
she served as a volunteer in Child Welfare and did 
case studies. For twenty years she taught adult 
Sunday School class in the First Baptist Church in 
San Angelo. 

Although for several years she has been confined 
to a wheelchair and is unable to take an active part 
in her community. She is a counselor and friend to 
many who respect her remarkable mind and appre- 
ciate her compassionate and loving character. 

by Roy Moon 


MOON, ROY ELBERT 


Roy Elbert Moon, the sixth of seven children born 
to Dr. G.F. Moon and his wife Martha, in Chandler, 
Texas, developed an interest in and embraced the 
practice of medicine when he followed his father on 
his rounds as a country doctor. 

It was necessary for Roy to commute to Tyler to 
attend junior high school, since Chandler lacked 
such facilities. He completed his high school 
education in San Antonio while staying with his 
sister, and later received his undergraduate edu- 
cation at Baylor University and the University of 
Texas. In 1939, he graduated from Tulane University 
School of Medicine, his father’s alma mater. He 
completed his internship at the University of lowa 
Hospital in Iowa City and his residency in surgery 
at St. Margaret’s Hospital in Montgomery, 
Alabama. As a medical officer in the United States 
Army during World War II, he served in North 
Africa and in Europe. 

For 28 years he practiced obstetrics and gyne- 
cology in San Angelo, with a group of physicians 
and surgeons now known as the West Texas Medical 
Associates. He was a diplomate of the American 
Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology and a founding 
fellow of the American College of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. 

Publicly a shy man, his friends knew him as a 
gentle person of rare humor, infinite compassion, 
unusual patience, and singular generosity of time, 


talent, and means. In many cases he not only donated 
his services but also paid the hospital bills of patients 
who could not meet their medical costs. In addition 
he also provided financial help for students. 

The love of his patients was his reward. Exasper- 
atingly taciturn at times, he was revered for his 
meticulous attention to the details of the care of each 
patient. He believed each mother-to-be deserved his 
close attention during her labor. He remained in the 
hospital from the admission of the mother to the 
arrival of the baby. 

He married Joy Bell, his college sweetheart, in 
1939. Their daughter Martha is a graduate of Rice 
University, and their son graduated with honors in 
electrical engineering from Duke University and 
received his graduate degree in nuclear engineering 
from the University of Washington. 

Dr. Moon, during his lifetime, sustained the local 
astronomy association, supported the First Baptist 
Church as a member, deacon, and teacher, and 
served on the boards of many community organi- 
zations. He was honored at his death in 1976 by the 
establishment of the Roy E. Moon Distinguished 
Lectureship in Science by the doctors who had 
worked with him and by those who respected his 
contribution to the medical profession. 

by Roy Moon 


MOOREHEAD - KERR 


Dorris Moorehead (born in 1924 near Boswell, 
Oklahoma to Matt and Ola White Moorehead) met 
and married Jane Kerr (born in 1925 in Columbus, 
Georgia, to R.W. and Lilla Alverson Kerr) while he 
was stationed with the 503 Parachute Infantry at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, in 1944. They met in the 
Methodist Church where Jane was active in the youth 
group. Dorris was asked to play the piano for the 
group and became a regular. After a whirlwind 
courtship, normal for the war years, the two were 
married in a simple ceremony in the Kerr home. Soon 
after their marriage, Dorris was shipped out to the 
Philippine Islands, New Guinea and, finally, was sent 
to Japan as part of the occupation troops. He received 
a shrapnel wound in May 1945 and was awarded a 
Purple Heart. 

Dorris and Jane are the parents of Dawn VanZandt, 
Matt (R.M.) Moorehead, Dile Moorehead, Jane 
Thompson, Joe Moorehead and Jeff Moorehead. The 
family has resided in San Angelo since his return 
from Japan in January 1944. 

Dorris and Jane were active members of Immanuel 
Baptist Church until 1984. They are now members 
of First Baptist Church. Dorris is a deacon and both 
sing in the church choir and teach Sunday School. 

Dorris attended San Angelo High School, 
graduating in 1942. He played French horn in the 
band. He is now the Bowes distributor for this area. 

Jane is an English teacher at Central High School. 
She graduated from Jordan High School in 1942, 
from Sul Ross College in 1966 and received her 
master’s degree from Texas A&M University in 
1974. 

by Dawn VanZandt 


(See family picture next page.) 


MOOREHEAD, JAMES M. and 
OLA (WHITE) 


James M. (Matt) Moorehead (born February 1, 
1901, in Greenville, Texas, to Charles and Nancy 
Plunkett Moorehead) married Ola White (born 
August 9, 1905, in San Angelo) in Hugo, 
Oklahoma, in 1921. After their wedding, Matt took 
Ola home and he went to work. She had supper 
ready for him when he came home from work that 
evening. In 1927, they moved to San Angelo with 
their children, Dorris and Dorothy. A third child, 
Wesley, was born here. The family lived in a two- 
room house on West 19th Street, built by her father, 
R.L. White. 

Matt worked as a laborer during the depression 
years, cutting ties for the railroad and pouring 
concrete for the construction of buildings in the 
downtown area. Later he drove a delivery truck for 
Magnolia Oil Company (Mobil Oil) and worked at 
the warehouse. He and Dorris opened Moorehead 
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J.M. Moorehead (Matt) and Ola White Moorehead Family in 1944. 


Top L-R: D.D. Jane, Dawn, and Janey Moorehead. Bottom: Robert, Dile, Jeff; and Joe Moorehead 


and Son Mobil Service on 15th and North 
Chadbourne Streets (Pizza Hut now) in 1943. 
When Dorris was drafted, Dorothy took his place 
at the family business. A second station was opened 
in 1958 on the corner of Beauregard and Oakes 
(First Methodist Church parking lot now). 

Ola was a licensed vocational nurse and nursed at 
Shannon Hospital and Baptist Memorials. She 
completed a course in geriatric nursing in December 
1964. She died in 1966. After her death, Matt mar- 
ried Veda Emfinger. 

The Mooreheads were farmers at heart and left 
the city several times to return to the country in 
Hamilton County, Texas, and in Michigan where 
their daughter, Dorothy (Mrs. Donald) Darling and 
her family live. The Darlings were missionaries to 
Nigeria from 1950 to 1954 with Sudan Interior 
Mission. 

The Mooreheads have been active members of 
Immanuel Baptist Church since the 1930s. 

by Dawn VanZandt 
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Dorris D. Moorehead, Ola, Wesley Moorehead, Matt, and Dorothy Moorehead Darling 


MORALES, FILOMENO 


Filomeno was born to Miguela and Sosteno 
Morales in Presidio County in 1860. His family 
ventured back and forth to Mexico, and Filomeno 
recalled once coming to Texas hidden in a boxcar 
from Chihuahua, Mexico, when he was only seven 
years old. 

About 1897, Filomeno and his common law wife, 
Nieves, moved to Knickerbocker. They had four 
sons, Romulo born February 17, 1898, Sabino born 
in 1900, Guadalupe born December 12, 1902, and 
Demencio born in 1903. 


Filomeno Morales 


Filomeno farmed mostly for a living. He worked 
several years for the Ryans as well as other ranchers, 
including Jose Tweedy. 

Filomeno’s wife, Nieves, left him and moved 
away, taking their youngest son with her. Filomeno 
was left alone to raise his three sons, often taking 
them with him at whatever farm he was working. 

On September 21, 1923, Filomeno married Alvina 
Alarcon, a widow. They moved to Miles to farm and 
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Alvina Alarcon and Filomeno Morales 
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pick cotton; then they returned after earning enough 

to purchase more land in Knickerbocker. Filomeno 

died in 1934 and is buried in Knickerbocker. His 

widow Alvina, remained active in community and 

church work until her death on November 17, 1955. 
by Ernestina Morales Torres 


MORALES, GUADALUPE 


Guadalupe Morales, the second youngest son of 
Nieves and Filomeno, was born in Knickerbocker 
on December 12, 1902. He married Guadalupe 
Bonilla on January 9, 1932, in Melvin, Texas. They 
had eight children: Ernestina, Esther, Maria Donicia 
(Marie), Santiago (Jim), Mary Frances, Julian, 
Victoria, and Gilbert. 

After their marriage, they stayed in the Melvin 
area share-cropping. They lived in Knickerbocker 
for a while, then in the summer of 1952 while picking 
fruit in California, Guadalupe decided to move his 
family there, as his oldest daughter had married a 
Californian. He worked many years for a pipe 
company from which he retired. Guadalupe always 
held Knickerbocker close to his heart and always 
talked about coming home. He died on May 10, 1984, 
and was buried in Union City, California. 

His widow, sons, daughters, and grandchildren 
continue to reside in Northern California. Wishing 
to maintain their ties with Texas, two of Guadalupe’s 
daughters recently acquired property in the 
Knickerbocker area. 

by Ernestina Morales Torres 


MORALES, ROMULO 


Romulo Morales 


Romulo Morales was born in Knickerbocker on 
February 17, 1898, to Nieves and Filomeno Morales. 

Responsibility and survival were entrusted at an 
early age to young Romulo as he took care of his 
younger brothers while his father was away working. 
He recalls his family living alongside the banks of 
Dove Creek and having to flee to the hills in the 
middle of the night to escape the surging river 
during the flood of 1909. Several people living on 
the banks drowned during that flood. 

Young Romulo also remembers having to work 
at a very early age in order to help his family make a 
living. He does not remember education being 
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Alvina Flores Morales 


mentioned or if a school even existed in his early 
years. An incident that he particularly remembers is 
being stalked by a coyote one evening after sun- 
down as he trotted the six miles home from the 
Tweedy Ranch where he had been working. He 
recalls the coyote would stop when he stopped and 
continue running after him, when he resumed 
running. He managed to get home safely, although 
he was badly frightened. Romulo recalls many 
incidents and experiences from his childhood and 
as a young man in those early years in Knickerbocker 
which are too numerous to mention in this story. 

In 1921, he married Alvina Flores (born December 
16, 1895, in Knickerbocker) daughter of Alvina 
Alarcon. They had six children: Eva, Raul, Maria 
Rosario (Mary), Ramon, Reinaldo and Rachel. 
Romulo worked for several farmers and ranchers in 
the Knickerbocker and Miles areas, including the 
Fosters, Arthurs, Reeds, and Tweedys. He planted 
cotton on halves (sharecropping) and also did a lot 
of field irrigation. In later years, he worked for the 
WPA and did other laborer’s work. Having learned 
responsibility at an early age, Romulo was con- 
stantly helping his family, friends and neighbors, 
even financially if he was able to. As one of the first 
Hispanics to own a Ford Model T, he was always 
transporting someone to and from San Angelo. 

Their children attended a segregated school in a 
one-room structure in Knickerbocker whenever they 
were not away working. Their teacher was Lucille 
Duncan. Eva, their oldest daughter and grand- 
daughter of Alvina Alarcon, was the first Hispanic 
in Knickerbocker to complete the seventh grade, 
which was the highest level of education offered to 
Mexican Americans in the 1930s. 

Eva married Herbert Torres (see Villarreal-Torres) 
and lives in Knickerbocker. Raul married Olivia 
Parra (died August 1986) and lives in San Angelo, 
where he is a member of the Knights of Columbus. 
Mario Rosario (Mary) married to David L. Duke 
(see Duke) also lives in Knickerbocker. Ramon 
married Julia Torres and lives in San Antonio, Texas. 
Reginald (who died August 23, 1987) married 
Josephine Romero and lived in San Angelo. He was 
also a member of the Knights of Columbus. The 
youngest daughter, Rachel, married Eulogio Ornelas 


Diaz, son of Angelita Ornelas and Miguel Diaz. 
They live in the Grape Creek Community. 

Having always been handicapped by partial 
blindness, Alvina died on November 10, 1978, and 
is buried in Knickerbocker Catholic Cemetery. 
Romulo, at the age of eighty-nine, continues to reside 
in Knickerbocker along with granddaughter 
Ernestina Morales Torres. 

by Ernestina Morales Torres 


MORALES, SABINO 


Sabino, the second son of Nieves and Filomeno 
Morales, was born in 1900 in Knickerbocker. He 
married Dolores Flores, daughter of Alvina Alarcon. 
Sabino and Dolores made their home in 
Knickerbocker, where their only son Filomeno 
(named after his grandfather) was born in 1922. 
Dolores died in 1951 and is buried in Knickerbocker. 
Sabino married again and lived his last years in 
Sheffield, Texas, where he died in 1975. 

His son married Maggie, daughter of Ventura and 
Pilar Jacques. They had five children: Martha Davis, 
Filomeno, Jr., Alice Parker, Dolores and Robert. 
Filomeno was a PFC in HQ Co. 158 Infantry in 
World War II. He died on January 21, 1956, and is 
buried in Knickerbocker. His widow, children and 
grandchildren reside in San Angelo, Texas. 

by Ernestina Morales Torres 


MORELAND - TOWLER 


Mildred and W.T. Moreland 


William Thomas (Dub) Moreland was born in 
Holland, November 26, 1911, to Alvin M. and Euda 
Williamson Moreland. He had three brothers and 
three sisters. The family moved to Runnels County 
in the 1920s, settling eventually at Wilmeth. 

Mildred Victoria Towler was born in Peacock, 
October 15, 1916, to John Flynn and Prunella 
Bowmer Towler. My brother, James Felton (Jim) 
Towler was three years older than myself. Our Dad 
was ticket agent for the railroad in Peacock and later 
agent in Bradley, Oklahoma, where we lived until 
returning to Texas in the 1920s, settling first at 
Ballinger and a few years later moving to Wilmeth. 

This is where Dub and I met when we were very 
young. Our families were neighbors, his Dad owning 
a grocery business and my Dad owning the cotton 


gin. We kids grew up sharing and enjoying the same 
activities in a small community; school, basketball 
games, churches, community Christmas trees, 
picnics, ring-game parties, fishing and swimming in 
Valley Creek. 

Then came the Depression years. I moved with 
my family to San Angelo in 1930. I was a senior in 
the class of 1932 and my brother, Jim, was at Radio 
School in Fort Worth. (Here, I would like to mention 
that in 1936, during the flood, Jim was the first 
person to establish communication from San Angelo 
with other places through short-wave radio, using 
battery power which was “rigged” up in the West 
Texas Utilities building.) 

Dub and I were married in 1932 at San Angelo 
and I returned to Wilmeth with him where he was 
associated with his Dad in grocery work. We 
weathered the Depression together as a young 
married couple. Our two children were born at 
Wilmeth, William Donnell in 1933 and Myrna Sue 
in 1936. Several years later Dub’s Dad sold the 
grocery business to us. 

Then came World War II. Dub served in General 
Patton’s Army as a machine gunner and was 
wounded during the Battle of the Bulge in 
Luxemburg. After a year at McCloskey Hospital in 
Temple he was able to come home. We then sold 
our grocery store and bought a stock farm in Bosque 
County, near Morgan. After an enjoyable five years 
there we moved to Miles and Dub worked as a 
Runnels County deputy sheriff. In 1951 I started 
working in San Angelo at Houston Clary Music 
Store. During the years at Miles our children both 
married. In 1957 we bought our present home in San 
Angelo and Dub began work as a Tom Green County 
deputy sheriff, working with Cecil Turner and also 
Odell Wagner. Dub and Gerald Black worked 
partners as civil deputies. In October of 1971 Dub 
became very ill with pneumonia and passed away 
October 15, 1971. I have remained in the home we 
bought and still work at the music store which has, 
for many years, been King Music Company. 

Our son W.D. (Don) Moreland and wife Pearl 
(Glotfelty) Moreland, live here on their ranch, with 
a business establishment in town. The three married 
children and their families also live here. They are: 
W.G. (Greg) and wife Donna (Bowman) Moreland, 
children Rebecca (Becky) and Travis; Joe and wife 
Vicki (Moreland) Walz, children Walker and Parker; 
J.A. (Al) and Sandy (Wilson) Moreland and son 
West. 

Our daughter, Sue and her husband W.H. (Wilfred) 
Nord who have lived in San Angelo for several years, 
have recently moved to Ballinger where they have 
established a new business. Their two married 
children and families also live in Ballinger. They are: 
Mike and Pam (Nord) Iskra, children Colby, 
Amber and Matthew (Matt); John T. (Tim) Nord and 
wife Janie (Freeman) Nord, children Aimee and 
Jonathan. 

by Mildred Moreland 


MORRIS, LLOYD RALPH 


Lloyd Morris moved to San Angelo in 1927 from 
Brownwood, as a salesman for Armour Packing 
Company. His family had moved to Brownwood 
from Walker County in East Texas. As a salesman, 
he sold meat products to rural town groceries within 
50 miles north and east of San Angelo. His traveling 
with Armour ended in 1932 as the depression began. 


On one return visit to Brownwood, in January of 
1928, he brought a Brownwood girl, Velma Belle 
White, back to Santa Anna where they were married. 
They continued their trip to San Angelo and later 
that year on November 11, 1928, their only child, 
Bettie Jeane, was born. 

Lloyd started working for M’ System Food Stores 
in 1932 and two years later was promoted to store 
manager at the 2 South Chadbourne location. He 
remained at that store until 1953 and was occupied 
with buying cream, eggs, butter, and produce from 
area farmers, along with selling all grocery items. 
In 1953, he was moved to manager of the M’ System 
Glenmore Shopping Center and from 1958 until 1966 
was manager of M’ System #2 at 14 West Avenue 
B. He retired in 1966 to enjoy fishing, hunting, 
lakeside living and other interests. 

Velma occupied her time by teaching Sunday 
School for 30 years at the First United Methodist 
Church where she and Lloyd were staunch members. 
She also painted ceramics and was a homemaker. 

by Clovis Olsak 


MORROW, SHERMAN F. 


S.F. Morrow 


~~ TF 
Ida Long Morrow 


Sherman Franklin Morrow was born July 14, 
1893, in Hays County, Texas. S.F. married Ida 
Ivonya Long on January 11, 1913, at Cameron. Ida 
was born at Leon County, March 27, 1897. They 
started their family at Milam County were the two 
oldest children were born in 1915 and 1918. 

S.E moved his growing family to Runnels County 
(Blanton Community) in 1921 where he farmed 
until 1928. During this period, three additional 
children were born. In 1928, the Morrows purchased 
a farm near Veribest in Tom Green County, where 
one additional child was born and where they raised 
and educated their six children. S.F. and Ida farmed 
until 1953 when S.F. retired, having purchased a 
home at 117 Estella Drive, San Angelo in 1951. They 
were long-time members of the Veribest Baptist 
Church and later the Harris Avenue Baptist Church, 
San Angelo. 

Esther Mae Morrow married Carl Byrd, son of a 
Tom Green County pioneer, in 1933. They owned a 
dairy and farmed near Veribest for many years. 
Thomas Elwood “Sam” Morrow married Etta Mae 
Deans in 1940. Sam has worked in the furniture and 
decorating business while Mae has worked in the 
retail clothing business in San Angelo for many 
years. Marjorie Fay Morrow married Quentin 
Banister in 1945, an Ohio native who established 

a San Angelo plumbing company after World War 
II. Quentin passed away in 1974, Marjorie remarried 
in 1983 to Harrell Stuard and they now live in 
Buffalo, Texas. Marjorie retired from the Department 
of Agriculture and Harrell from Twentieth Century 
Fox where he was a production coordinator. Howard 
Franklin Morrow married Thora Roach, daughter of 
a pioneer Runnels County farmer in 1945 and they 
live at Grapevine. Howard retired from LTV Corp. 
while Thora is a school teacher. Gene Alford 
Morrow married Billie Ann Hogan, a San Angelo 
girl, in 1956 and they own a realty company in San 
Angelo. Billie Joy Morrow married Truman Lee, son 
of a Concho County farming family in 1945. Truman 
is retired from the National Guard and they live at 
Breckenridge, Texas. 

S.F. was an avid baseball fan and played semi- 
pro ball as a young man until he lost much of his 
hearing following an illness. He gave up baseball 
despite offers to play professionally, to farm and raise 
his family. 

S.E passed away at the age of 78 on June 4, 1973, 
in San Angelo. Ida passed away at the age of 79 on 
December 29, 1976, having lived at Rio Concho 
Manor in San Angelo following S.F.’s death. 

by Ester Byrd 


MOSS, EMMA LEE (DUNLOP) 


Emma Lee Moss 
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Emma Lee was born November 3, 1916, to 
Richard Dunlop and Mettie Dinkin Dunlop, in St. 
Bethlehem, Tennessee. Many of her childhood 
hours were spent in the yard, drawing pictures in the 
dirt, with a stick. 

Later, she was employed by Mr. and Mrs. Norfleet 
Figuers, in Clarksville, Tennessee. Not wanting to 
be separated from little Tommy, she moved with the 
Figuerses to San Angelo in 1946. She would use 
Tommy’s paints and brushes to paint with. Mrs. 
Figuers encouraged her to take private art lessons 
from Tincie Hughes Heddins. In 1951, she enrolled 
at Angelo State College in Mrs. Heddins’ art classes. 
She was the first and only black on campus. In 
September 1953, Benjamin Kelly was the first black 
to enroll there as a full-time student and to play 
football. 

Emma Lee sold her first painting at a local bazaar 
for fifty cents. Recently, some of her paintings sold 
for $1,250.00. 

In 1956, she married Tucker Moss, who had a very 
apathetic attitude about her painting; consequently 
she didn’t paint for twenty years. Her family and 
friends — their comment was — if she has to paint, 
why not like — maybe — Rembrandt. 

They moved to Dallas, with the Figuerses in 
1959. Mrs. Figuers died in 1978 and left Emma Lee 
an allowance. Jim Hodges saw an unfinished painting 
of Emma Lee’s at Mrs. Figuers’ estate sale. He was 
so impressed that he told her he would give her all 
the art supplies she needed to resume painting. 

She has painted with oils, watercolors, shoe polish, 
felt tip pens, art pencils, house and car paint, on 
canvas, window shades, cloth wallpaper, masonite 
and cardboard boxes from Neiman Marcus, which 
were a favorite. 
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Since 1978, she has numbered her paintings, 380 
to date, all folk art. She paints from her rich and 
vivid memory, with simple dignity. She said, “I am 
black and I paints black.”’ 

She is recognized as one of the outstanding black 
Folk Art artists. Her paintings have been shown in 
New York City, New Orleans, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
and many major Texas cities. She has exhibited in 
art galleries, libraries, universities, Dallas State Fair 
and private showings. Her paintings are sought by 
individuals, public and corporate collectors. 

She speaks to clubs and civic organizations. The 
snapshot above was made at Angelo State University 
before 500 art students. She is a member of the 
African-American Museum at Dallas and Fort 
Concho Museum at San Angelo. 

Tucker died in 1983 and she remained in Dallas 
until she came to San Angelo as Mrs. James Lee 
Horne. 

While I was interviewing her in August 1987, she 
said, “Dr. M.W. Everhart called and wanted me to 
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bake him some sugar cookies, as he wasn’t feeling 

well. I’ve got to take them to him and go back home 

and paint some — even if it is just a stroke or two.” 
by Marie Triplett Foster 


MOTL, CHARLES and TRESIA 


Charles C. Motl Family 
Back row L-R: Henry, Lidie, Frank, Vince, Steve, 
John C., Charles C. Jr. Front row: Emma (Emellia), 
Albina, Charles C. Sr., Tresia (Lesikar) Motl, 
Matilda, Ollie, and George 


Charles C. and Tresia Motl came to the United 
States from Europe in the year 1878, by way of ship 
arriving in Galveston. They settled in Tom Green 
County in the year 1899, after having lived in 
Rockdale and Temple, for a number of years. 

Charles purchased 1300 acres of farm land located 
between Spring Creek and Middle Concho River, 
known as “Twin Mountain Farm”’ and also the dam 
and irrigating ditch which supplied water for irri- 
gating Twin Mountain Farm. This dam was a wooden 
and earthen dam built in 1886 by William Lakey. 
In the year 1907 and 1908, Charles Motl rebuilt the 
original dam with a concrete dam at a cost of fifteen 
hundred dollars plus his labor and that of his sons. 
The Motls continued the use of the dam and ditch 
for thirty-five continuous years. 

As farm land was sold above the dam, a dispute 
arose over water rights. Charles Motl, Jr., and others 
sued R.W. Boyd in the Tom Green County District 
Court. R.W. Boyd had built a pumping station and 
was pumping water out of the reservoir without the 
Motls’ permission. This case was appealed all the 
way to the Texas Supreme Court and on June 26, 
1920, the court ruled that R.W. Boyd could not 
pump water from the reservoir and that the Motls 
had previously acquired the use of these waters for 
irrigation purposes. This one case is probably the 
one water rights case more often cited than any other 
water rights case in Texas history, and while the main 
holding allowing the Motls full use of the water has 
since been overturned, much of the law stated in 
Motl v. Boyd 286 S.W. 458 (Tex. 1920) is still 
followed today. 
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When Charles and Tresia arrived in San Angelo, 
December 1899, they brought with them all their 
worldly possessions — household effects, wagons, 
teams, agricultural implements, and ten of their 
twelve children. Two of their twelve children (Ollie 
and George) were born in Tom Green County. His 
children told the story that Charles, Sr., would go to 
town, San Angelo, once a year and their treat would 
be a bushel of apples. He also was a strong discip- 
linarian. They said all he had to do was look up from 
his papers, lift his glasses, and everyone was quiet. 

With twelve children and no school available, the 
Motl family realized the need for education. A 
governess was hired to live in the home and teach 
the children. In later years, a one-room school was 
built, with split-rail benches. This school was near 
the home and was financed and maintained by the 
Motl family. 

Charles C., Sr., died May 21, 1917, after a horse 
and wagon accident at a low water crossing on the 
Middle Concho River. Tresia, his wife died exactly 
two years later, on May 21, 1919. They are buried at 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo, Texas. 

All of Charles’ and Tresia’s twelve children are 
deceased. Children and grandchildren of four of the 
twelve children reside in Tom Green County: Oscar 
Motl and Lavonia Nord, children of Matilda; Calvin 
Motl, son of George Motl; Martin and Marvin Motl, 
sons of Emellia (Emma) Motl; Lee, Roy Motl, Ellis 
Motl and Josephine Brown, sons and daughter of 
Henry Motl. 


by Oscar Motl 


MOTL, EMIL and MATILDA 


tee te 
Emil and Matilda Motl 
Emil and Matilda Motl married December 28, 
1908, and lived in Tom Green County until their 


death. They had three children: Edwin D., Oscar 
Allen, and Lavonia C. Emil and his family farmed a 


portion of the original home place, “Twin Mountain 
Farm’? owned by Charles C. and Tresia Motl, the 
father and mother of Matilda. At Charles’ and Tresia’s 
death, their property was divided between their 
children. Emil and Matilda farmed their portion of 
land and purchased adjoining property where they 
lived until the year 1959 when their property was 
purchased for the purpose of construction of Twin 
Buttes Reservoir. 

The Emil Motl family enjoyed a simple and 
abundant life on their farm, where they produced 
most of their necessities. The Twin Mountain Farm 
grew into a small community with the necessity of a 
school for the Motl children and also neighbor 
children. The one-room school which Charles C., 
Sr., provided for his family was used until it burned 
down. After that a vacant house was used for a school 
until Emil Motl built a school on a portion of his 
property and gave the building and property to the 
State of Texas to be used as a community school 
known as “Twin Mountain School,” one of Tom 
Green County public schools. Teachers who taught 
at this school were Marie Jones, Erie Chamberlin, 
Darrell Weeks, and Mrs. J.A. Cowyer. This school 
was directly across the road from Emil and Matilda’s 
home. Matilda, known to many as “Ma” Motl, was 
an excellent cook, especially cookies. Many of the 
children knew this and made excuses to stop by after 
school. The Twin Mountain School was consolidated 
with the Tankersley School in the year 1949. 

After leaving the farm in the year 1959, Emil and 
Matilda made their home in San Angelo, at 26 
Garden Road, where they enjoyed gardening and a 
quiet restful life, even though they missed the 
freedom of the country. “Ma’”’ especially missed 
being able to take her fishing pole and walk to 
Spring Creek and fish under the huge pecan trees 
that had been growing there and producing pecans 
in abundance since her childhood. 


Children of Emil Motl 
Oscar Motl, Edwin Motl, Lavonia Motl 


Matilda was born in the town of Rockdale, Texas, 
November 28, 1882. She died June 28, 1969, in San 
Angelo, Texas. Emil was born in Bell County in the 
year 1888. Emil died December 11, 1973, in San 
Angelo. Their son, Edwin D. was born September 
11, 1910, and died December 14, 1974. Their son 


Oscar and their daughter Lavonia live in San Angelo 
at the present time. 
by Mrs. Oscar Motl 


MOTL, L.C. 


L.C. Motl Family 
Front Row, L to R: Eugene, Wilton, Ladis, and 
Virginia. Back Row, L to R: L.C. holding LaNelle, 
and Livie Motl, ca. 1933 at home place at Tankersley. 


Ladis Charles Motl was born on October 18, 1901, 
in the Twin Mountain Community at the confluence 
of the Middle Concho River and Spring Creek in 
Tom Green County. He was the first born of seven 
children to Charles C. and Johanna (Batla) Motl. 
When he was a baby, his parents moved to their farm 
at Seaton, Bell County, where he grew up. He 
attended school there and participated in various 
sports, winning many medals and ribbons in track, 
baseball and tennis. It was there that he met Livie 
Marie Divis, born June 10, 1905, to Emil and Rosalie 
Divis near Red Ranger, also in Bell County. They 
were married July 14, 1923, in Temple. 

After their marriage, L.C. and Livie made their 
home on her father’s farm east of Temple, where 
they had the first three of their eight children: 
Eugene born August 18, 1924, and now lives with 


Motl home at Tankersley on Middle Concho River - 
Taken about 1931-1935 


his wife, Rosalie Emily (Strakos) of Lowake, on 
their farm south of San Angelo; Wilton born 
December 7, 1926, and now lives in New Mexico; 
and Virginia born on June 8, 1927, and now lives 
with her family in Seattle, Washington. 

In December 1929, and January 1930, L.C. and 
his family moved to their farm on the Middle Concho 
River about five miles upstream from his birthplace 
in the Tankersley community. There they had the last 
five of their eight children: Ladis Charles, Jr., born 
on April 26, 1930, and now lives on Palo Pinto Lake 
in Palo Pinto County; La Nelle born on March 8, 
1933, and now lives near her sons near Houston; 
Marguerite, born March 5, 1936, and lives with her 
family in Houston; and twin daughters, Gwendolyn 
and Glendolyn born on July 24, 1937. Gwen lives 
with her family in Bellville, Austin County, and Glen 
with her family about 20 miles away from Gwen 
near Hempstead, Waller County. 

At Tankersley, L.C. and Livie were active 
participants in many community projects, where he 
worked with the boys 4-H clubs and she with the 
Tankersley Home Demonstration clubs. L.C. also 
served as trustee of the Tankersley School District 
for two terms and until he and his family moved to 
their farm about 2 1/2 miles from Wall in the Hess- 
Averitt School District in Tom Green County, in 
December 1939. 

It was there near Wall, he served two more terms 
as school trustee of the Hess-Averitt School District 
and farmed until his death on January 24, 1950, after 
suffering a stroke in December 1948. 

Livie now lives in Hempstead, Waller County, 
where she is near four of her daughters, and is the 
grandmother of fifteen children and the great- 
grandmother of twelve great-grandchildren. 

by Eugene L. Motl 


MOUTOS, GUST 


Menelaos G. Moutos, Gust Moutos, and Catherine 
Moutos 


In the Spring of 1929, Gust and Evangelia Moutos 
came to San Angelo with their infant son. Gust was 
born in Rentina, Greece, on May 21, 1890. 

Gust, after serving in the Greek army during the 
Balkan War and apprenticing as a chef’s assistant in 
embassies in Turkey and Italy, arrived in the United 
States about 1916. He worked in Pennsylvania in 
various restaurants until he was drafted into the 
United States Army in 1917 and sent back to Europe. 
After the Great War was over he returned to 
Pennsylvania and in 1925 he became a naturalized 
citizen of the United States. 

In 1926 he returned to Greece and married 
Evangelia Mallios. They left Greece in 1927 bound 
for Albuquerque, to join his brother Jimmy. Gust 
bought his brother’s interest in a cafe there and 
Jimmy moved to San Angelo. On January 30, 1929, 
a son Menelaos George Moutos was born. Shortly 
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after they left Albuquerque and moved to San 
Angelo. 

Gust and Jimmy Moutos opened and operated the 
Coney Island Cafe on Chadbourne Street just south 
of Harris Avenue. In 1931 Gust again bought out his 
brother’s interest and Jimmy returned to Greece. 

On October 24, 1933, Gust and Eva had a baby 
girl and named her Catherine Lucile. Eva died in 
May 1937. In 1941 Gust moved the Coney Island to 
214 South Chadbourne Street and operated at that 
location until his death on January 20, 1965. 

The Coney Island was a favorite place for the 
personnel of Goodfellow Army Air Force Base and 
Concho Field during the war years. 

Gust’s other interests were in gardening. His 
garden and his farm in San Saba County provided 
the herbs, vegetables, pecans, fresh fruit and grapes 
that he used to prepare savory Greek style meals for 
his family and friends at holiday times. 

Gust Moutos was a quiet and unassuming man, 
but his passing was deeply mourned by many. He 
was a credit to his community, his nation, his 
nationality and his profession. His children, Dr. M.G. 
Moutos and Catherine Moutos Broome still reside 
in San Angelo. His four grandchildren are Eva 
Moutos-Choate of San Angelo, Ellen Moutos-Lee 
of Austin, Dr. Dean M. Moutos of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, and Constantine A. Stewart, Ph.D., 
Catherine’s son, who lives in Wilmington, Delaware. 

by Catherine M. and Jackson S. Broome 


MURRAY, THOMAS JOHN 


Thomas John Murray 


T.J. Murray was born March 25, 1858, in Adrian, 
Michigan. His father and mother were both Irish 
immigrants. The family moved to Indiana where they 
lived for 9 years and then to Kansas where they lived 
for 3 years and then moved to Texas, arriving at 
Richland Springs in San Saba County in 1876. He 
and his brother-in-law John Molloy bought 640 acres 
of land on the Richland Creek just north of the 
springs. T.J. worked for the next three years clearing 
the land and fencing his portion which was 160 acres. 
In 1880, T.J. went to Tampico, Mexico, where he 
worked for four years for the Mexican government 
in building a railroad. Upon his return from Mexico 
he met Susan Christine Jackson, the daughter of John 
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Susan Christine Jackson Murray 


(Humpy) and Elizabeth Jackson of Menard and they 
were married on August 12, 1885. They had seven 
children: George who married May Alford, Harrison 
who married Lilly Coats, Lena who first married 
Frank O’ Keefe and after his death in World War I, 
married Roy Rowntree, Gordon who married Cecil 
Harris, Ethyl who married John Alexander, Ruth who 
married Audrey Germany and Lola who married 
Erwin Carter. 

There were two log cabins on T.J.’s property so 
after his marriage to Susan they moved into one of 
them. Ten years later T.J. built a frame house about 
1/2 mile west of the log cabins and moved his family 
into it. This was built from lumber he had hauled 
from Brownwood on a freight wagon, and this was 
to be the Murray family’s home for the next sixty 
years. 

T.J. farmed the 100 acres under cultivation, hauled 
freight in a wagon pulled by two teams of horses, 
from Brownwood to Richland Springs and was 
county commissioner of San Saba County from 1912 
to 1916. Susan was a very industrious housewife. 
She raised chickens and sold eggs; she also raised 
turkeys and hogs to sell and milked several cows 
and sold the cream. In addition to keeping house and 
doing the cooking, she raised a garden and had an 
orchard and canned fruits and vegetables for the 
family. She was indeed a hardy pioneer lady . . . she 
was as hard as nails when she needed to be and kind 
and loving the rest of the time. 

Susan has related many times the stories of the 
running feud her father had with the soldiers of Fort 
McKavett. She was just five years old when 
Lieutenant Bullis and his troopers burned their 
home and its entire contents, plus the smokehouse 
with all their cured hams, bacon and sausage, and 
the grain bin which contained corn and wheat for 
bread. Under orders from Colonel MacKenzie, Bullis 
took Susan’s mother and the children to Fort 
McKavett and incarcerated them in the post stock- 
ade. This was a very frightening experience for a 
little girl Susan’s age. 

While Susan was still very young the family took 
a trip from Menard into southeastern Tom Green 
County. A rancher there saw Susan and remarked 
what a pretty little girl she was and declared that he 
was going to name a peak on his ranch after her. He 
did just that and Susan Peak can be seen by looking 
south from the vicinity of Wall. 


Susan passed away on April 5, 1954, and T.J. 
passed away on November 6, 1955, and both are 
buried in Richland Springs Cemetery. 

by Fred T. O’ Keefe 


MURRY, TILMAN MARION 


Rural Pierce Murry, about 191 7, probably in San 
Angelo 


Tilman Marion Murry was born February 14, 
1860, in Pontotoc County, Mississippi. He and his 
wife, Elen Selena (Childress) moved from their 
native state to Texas in 1892 with their four oldest 
daughters. The daughters born in Mississippi were 
Etta Elmeria, Ella, Hardie Sarah and Effie Pearl. 

Mr. Murry had been a farmer in Mississippi, but 
they moved first to Colorado City where he worked 
in the salt mines. They moved to Cleburne, Johnson 
County, where Charles Lee, Rural Pierce, and Hester 
Eliza were born. 

They lived in Miles, Haskell, and Greenville 
before settling in San Angelo in 1913. Hester recalled 
a time when they lived across the street from the 
Boehme family about the time Mrs. Boehme started 
selling bread, and she sometimes baby-sat for the 
Boehme children. 

Mr. Murry started going to the Valley, buying 
boxcar loads of bananas and riding with them to 
California where he sold them. Then he would buy 
various kinds of fruit in California and sell it at 
different places on his way back to Texas. He would 
be gone for months at a time. Later he opened a fruit 
store just north of College on Chadbourne Street. 

There was a little cafe just south of the inter- 
section, run by Sam and Nancy Walker. 

Hester went to school on Magdalen Street. At the 
time she was married (1919) she was working in 
Woolworth’s on Chadbourne. 

About 1915 Mrs. Murry (Lena) ran the Three 
Sisters’ Hotel located just south of the Oakes Street 
bridge. About that time Lee and Rural started riding 
motorcycles with Claud Bolen, and later with Bob 


Kenney. They told many times about trips to 
Sherwood and Mertzon in the early days. There were 
no real roads, just ruts. They had to ride across 
ranches and stop many times to open gates. 

Rural married Claud’s sister, Belah, in 1917, and 
Hester married Claud in 1919. 

Rural became nationally know for his hill climbs, 
dirt races, and Tourist Trophy races. Belah worked 
for many years in Civil Service in San Antonio and 
at one time was postmistress at Medina Lake. She is 
currently (January 1987) in a nursing home in San 
Angelo. 

Lee went into service during World War I and later 
settled in Waco. He and his wife raised their family 
in Waco, where he worked for many years for the 
Coca Cola Bottling Company. 

Claud and Hester, and Rural and Belah moved to 
Ranger; and other members of the Bolen and Murry 
families soon followed. In 1934, Claud and Hester 
moved back to San Angelo. T.M. and Lena returned 
and spent the rest of their lives either in Mertzon or 
San Angelo. Daughters Etter and Dutch were in 
Mertzon. 

Tilman Marion Murry died April 29, 1938, at 
Mertzon, Texas. Elen Selena Childress was born 
January 20, 1862, Union County, Mississippi, and 
died October 23, 1940, Mertzon, Texas. T.M. and 
“Lena” (Childress) Murry were married November 
16, 1881, Union County, Mississippi. Seven children 
were born of this union: (1) Etta (Etter) Elmeria 
Murry, born 1882, Union County, Mississippi, 
married William J. Coats, died in 1970, McCamey, 
Texas. (2) Ella (Dutch) Murry, born 1883, 
Mississippi, married Charles Lynn Asberry, died 
1940, San Angelo. (3) Hardie Sarah Murry, born 
1888, Mississippi, married first, William Lee 
Furnce, who died in 1913; second, Ed Richard 
Taylor, who died and third, Sid Nance. Hardie died 
in 1966 at Big Spring, Texas. (4) Effie Pearl Murry, 
born 1891, Mississippi. (5) Charles Lee Murry, born 
1893, Cleburne, Texas. (6) Rural Pierce Murry, born 
1898, Cleburne, Texas, married Belah Denella 
Bolen, 1917, in San Angelo. He died in 1971 and is 
buried at San Antonio. (7) Hester Eliza Murry, born 
December 12, 1900, Cleburne, Texas; married March 
11, 1919, San Angelo, to Claud Oren Bolen. She died 
November 15, 1984, San Angelo. 

All are buried in Fairmount Cemetery, San 
Angelo, except Rural Pierce Murry. 
by Mrs. I.W. Christenseen 


MUSIL, IGNATZ and 
WILHEMINA (RABROKER) 


Ignatz Musil was born September 7, 1892, in 
Austria-Hungary to Ignatz and Mary Proschk Musil. 
His father died in a mining accident the year he was 
born. Ike was trained as a carpenter in Austria. 
Having family that emigrated to the United States, 
Ike followed around 1914. His mother and a sister, 
held up due to the war, came a few months later. 

On May 31, 1916, Ike and Wilhemina Rabroker 
were married. Wilhemina was born September 2, 
1891, to Theadore and Theresa Halfman Rabroker 
in Westphalia. Theadore and his first wife, Mary Ann 
Brucktrops, emigrated from Wesphalia Province, 
Germany. In 1879 Theadore, Mary, and their three 
children became the first settlers in that Falls County 
community and were soon followed by other German 
Catholics. 

Ike and Minnie had four daughters born in Falls 
County: Alma, Edna, and the twins Hilda and Hulda. 
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Ignatz and Whilhemina Rabroker Musil 


The twins looked so much alike one of the sisters 
decided to mark them so she could tell them apart. 
With a hot spoon she branded one on the left arm 
and the other on the right leg. She never had any 
more trouble telling them apart. 

Ignatz moved his family to Rowena in Runnels 
County in the early 1920s where his sisters Anna 
Shertz, and Sabina Knoff, and his mother, Mary 
Musil, were living. In 1922, a tornado struck Runnels 
County, leaving behind a number of dead and injured. 
Mary Musil was scalped by flying glass in the storm, 
but thanks to the efforts of Dr. Schiller of Rowena, 
the injury was not fatal. Ike and Minnie ran a hotel- 
boarding house and then a cafe the first couple of 
years. After their fifth daughter, Rose, was born in 
Rowena, they bought a farm. Ike helped to build his 
niece Sabina’s house. Ike died in 1934 and was buried 
in the Rowena Catholic Cemetery. 
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Edna, Alma, Minnie, Rose, Hulda and Hilda Musil 


In 1937, Minnie and her girls moved to San 
Angelo and bought a laundry the following year. The 
“North Side Laundry” was run by Minnie and her 
daughters until after her death in 1960. 

Ignatz and Wilhemina’s eldest daughter, Alma, 
married Zora Phillips in 1942 in San Angelo. They 
had two children, Donna and Thomas. Edna had one 
daughter, Linda. Hilda married Turner Rhoden in 
1938 in San Angelo, and they had one daughter, 
Sharon. Hilda later married Dan Jones. Hulda 


married Raymond McGinty in 1939 in San Angelo. 
They had six children: Pat, Janice, Judy, Geri, Cathy, 
and Ray. Hulda later married George Stewert and 
then J.C. Sudberry. Rose married Don Anderson in 
1942 in Childress, Texas. They had four children: 
Brad, Bruce, and a set of twin girls, Teri and Toni. 
To date these twins are still unbranded. Rose later 
married Phil Lorfing. 
by Cathy Lowry 


MYERS, ALICE (METZE) 


Alice Metze Myers 


Alice Metze (born October 10, 1869) and Dr. 
Christopher Columbes Myers (born August 25, 
1867) were married in 1892, in Johnson County, 
Texas. Both were children of early German settlers 
of that county. He practiced medicine in Cleburne 
and Alvarado, having graduated from the St. Louis 
College of Physicians and Surgeons on March 14, 
1892. He died August 29, 1912, and is buried in the 
Myers’ family cemetery near Alvarado. 

Three children were born to the Myerses. The 
eldest, Charles Russell, was born in 1899, graduated 
from high school in Cleburne, and came to San 
Angelo either in 1925 or 1926, after graduating from 
pharmacy school in 1922. He was married to the 
former Will Riley Robbins. In 1934, he purchased 
the City Drug, then opened Myers Drug on North 
Chadbourne. He died on Labor Day in 1976. Myers 
Drug is presently owned and operated by Dale 
Chadwick. 

A younger sister, Mildred, followed Russell to San 
Angelo in 1928. She taught at San Jacinto until she 
married Oscar Etheredge of Eldorado in 1931. They 
lived for many years in Santa Anna before returning 
to San Angelo in 1974. He died in 1975 and she in 
1982. 

The summer of 1929 brought the widowed Mrs. 
Myers and the youngest daughter, Fanelle, to San 
Angelo. Fanelle taught one year at John H. Reagan 
and two years at Stephen F. Austin. She married 
Gordon Kenley on August 20, 1932. Mrs. Myers was 
an active member of the First Methodist Church. She 
died April 2, 1958. 

The Kenleys reside at 1316 Paseo de Vaca and 
continue to enjoy their second home on a farm near 
Christoval. 

by Martha Kenley Dolliver 
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MYERS, JESSE LEE 


Connie Ames Myers and Jesse Lee Myers, 1982 


Jesse Lee Myers was born April 2, 1957, in St. 
Joseph Hospital, Houston. His parents, Julious 
Carroll Myers and Serena Clements Myers and his 
two brothers, Harvey Sim Myers (born December 
12, 1952) and Jackie Carroll Myers (born February 
7, 1959) lived in the Houston area for over twenty 
years. J.C. and Serena moved to Van Horn after 
retiring from Sears in Houston. The oilfields of the 
Permian Basin summoned the Myers family out of 
the quiet countryside to booming Odessa. Jesse 
joined his parents in Odessa in 1981. 

Jesse married Sharon Kay Bush of Houston in 
1975. He has two daughters by his first marriage. 
Serena Michelle Myers (born September 23, 1975) 
and Connie Lee Myers (born August 30, 1977), both 
living with their mother in the Houston area. 

Jesse married Connie Gwyn Ames, after a 
traveling romance of two months, on December 4, 
1982, at the Mobley Ranch north of San Angelo. 
After their marriage, Jesse and Connie lived in San 
Angelo for a short period of time before the tall pine 
trees of East Texas beckoned Jesse to find new 
horizons. Several years passed of promises and 
dreams before Connie’s love of a West Texas sunset 
brought them home to settle on the northwest side 
of San Angelo. 

Connie Ames Myers is the daughter of Jim Calvin 
and Joyce Newman Ames. Her family has made San 
Angelo their home since April 1965. Connie is a 
1972 graduate of Lake View High School and a 1976 
graduate of Angelo State University. She was a 
member in the Chieftain Band, Future Teachers 
Society, and National Honor Society in high school. 
She graduated with several honors and scholarships 
to Angelo State University. Connie received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Education and earned 
many scholastic honors. 

Jesse and Connie are still young in years but they 
hope their deep love of the Lord will be instrumental 
in the future of San Angelo and Tom Green County. 

by C.A. Myers 


NAIL, ELAINE and JIMMY 


Daughter of C.A. (Doug) and Evalena Fairbanks, 
Zelma Elaine Fairbanks Nail, was born February 26, 
1933, in the original Shannon Hospital, the first 
building in San Angelo to be “imploded.” She 
attended San Jacinto Elementary, San Angelo Junior 
and Senior High Schools, and San Angelo College 
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prior to receiving her bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
at Trinity University. 

In high school Elaine was in the orchestra and drill 
squad and editor of both the annual and the 
newspaper. She was chosen as Outstanding Citizen 
and selected to attend Texas Girls State. She also 
was Worthy Advisor of the Order of Rainbow Girls. 

She taught in San Antonio and Brownfield and is 
now a junior high counselor in Lubbock and was 
recently elected as senator of the Texas School 
Counselors Association. She has served as president 
and in various offices of the West Texas Association 
of Counseling and Development. She was named as 
the Outstanding Counselor of West Texas 
Association of Counseling and Development 
(WTACD) in 1986. She was also awarded the 
Rhosine Fleming Award for Outstanding Counselor 
of Texas in 1980. 

She has been regional coordinator of the 
Counselors Legislative Involvement Committee for 
the past three years. She is presently recorder of this 
organization (CLIC). 

A Certified Professional Educator, Elaine is a 
Licensed Professional Counselor in Texas and a 
National Certified Counselor. She is a member of 
American Association of Counseling and 
Development, American School Counselors 
Association, Lubbock Classroom Teachers 
Association, Lubbock Educators Association, Texas 
Career Guidance Association, Texas Association for 
Multicultural Counseling and Development, 
national, state and local PTAs, and is a life member 
of Texas Classroom Teachers Association, Texas 
State Teachers Association and the National 
Education Association. She is also a member of the 
Lubbock Cotton Auxiliary. 

She has been a biographee in Who's Who in the 
World, Who’s Who in the South and Southwest, Who’s 
Who of American Women, Personalities of the South, 
Foremost Women of the 20th Century, World’s Who's 
Who of Women, Directory of Distinguished 
Americans, and Personalities of America. 

Elaine is married to Jimmy C. Nail from 
Breckenridge. Jimmy is a field service representative 


Standing: (L to R): Gwen Smith Nail (Mrs. Danny 
Nail), Daniel Albert Nail, Ronald James Nail, Angela 
Jensen Nail (Mrs. Ron Nail). Seated: Jimmy C. Nail 
and Elaine Fairbanks Nail (Mrs. Jimmy Nail) 


for Plains Cotton Cooperative Association. Jimmy 
was awarded the Bronze Star Award in Korea and 
has been honored with a Distinguished Service 
Award from the Texas Agricultural Cooperative 
Council and the Farm Credit Banks of Texas. 

Elaine and Jimmy are the parents of two sons, 
Ronald James and Daniel Albert. Both are married 
and reside in Lubbock. Ron is a sales representative 
for Bates-Wells Advertising Specialties and Danny 
is an account executive and partner in Ad Group One. 
As such he originated and is currently producing the 
Jim Bass Ford Show each week on San Angelo’s 
KIDY-TV. 


NASWORTHY, CHARLIE 
RICHARD “DICK” 


Charlie Richard “Dick” Nasworthy was born to 
John R. and Dena Nasworthy at home in San Angelo 
on August 8, 1896. He was one of five children. One 
of his brothers, John R. Nasworthy, Jr., was killed as 
an infant when he was thrown from a runaway buggy 
as it crossed the location of the now present Oakes 
Street bridge. This bridge was erected due to this 
accident. Another brother, Seth, was killed in 
Ruidoso, New Mexico. Dick and his two other 
brothers, Mark and Tom, lived and worked in the 
San Angelo and Tom Green County area. Georgia 
Nasworthy Johnson, Dick’s sister, moved to Dallas 
where she lived for most of her adult life. 

Dick began cowboying at the age of twelve on 
the Head of Dove Creek Ranch. As a young man, he 
broke and sold saddle mounts to the U.S. Army. 
Later, he helped his father purchase the Bismarck 
Farm and began his ranching career. 

On August 6, 1927, Dick married Vera Lumpkin 
Maddera in Miles, Texas. They had one son, Thomas 
Winton Nasworthy, who was born on April 4, 1933. 
Tom, following the family tradition, owned and 
operated a ranch in Menard and Kimble Counties. 
He presently lives in both San Angelo and Menard. 
Vera’s daughter, Virginia Maddera Lynn, presently 
lives in San Angelo where she is retired from a 
nursing career at the Shannon Hospital. 

Dick Nasworthy was a breeder of superior 
Thoroughbred horses and an outstanding polo player. 
He was an avid sportsman who loved hunting and 
fishing. His real estate interests included ranches in 
Tom Green, Menard, Kimble and Concho counties 
of Texas. 

Dick died at the age of eighty-seven on October 
8, 1983. He is buried in San Angelo’s Lawnhaven 
Memorial Gardens. 

by Patricia Saum 


NEILL, GEORGE IVY 


George Ivy Neill, son of George W. and Laura 
(Ivy) Neill, was born January 26, 1943, in San 
Angelo, Texas. He and Thiry Ann Parmer (born 
November 3, 1945) were married June 11, 1965, at 
the farm home of Thiry’s parents, Dewey and 

Engedi Parmer, in Veribest, Texas. They have two 
daughters, Stacie Ann born in 1966, and Bonnie 
Denise born in 1970. 

George was raised in Water Valley, Texas, where 
his parents operated the general store and their ranch 
until their retirement in 1984. George graduated from 
Lake View High School and attended Angelo State 
University until he and Thiry married. Thiry was 
raised on the farm in Veribest, Texas, graduated 


George Ivy and Thiry Ann (Parmer) Neill 


from San Angelo Central High School and San 
Angelo Commercial College. 

After their marriage, George and Thiry moved to 
Hereford, Texas. After a year they moved to Friona, 
Texas. George worked for Friona Shippers and 
Growers, Inc., and Thiry was bookkeeper. 

The Neills moved back to San Angelo in 1968 
and George went to work for Texas Cablevision as a 
technician. He is still employed by the same 
business even though it has been involved in a lot of 
name changes and policy changes. He is now Quality 
Control Engineer for United Artist Cable System. 

Thiry served as a volunteer at the West Branch 
Library for five years and then became an Avon 
representative. She has been employed for the past 
year at Naturally Yours, a health food store. 


Stacie Ann Neill and Bonnie Denise Neill 


The family likes to travel since George’s job 
entails a lot of traveling. A favorite spot is Aspen, 
Colorado. They are avid tennis fans as well as follow 
the Bobcat football team, since Bonnie is a member 
of the Tex-Anns. George fishes with his dad at 
Amistad Lake and likes to get in a game of golf. 


The family attends Hillcrest Baptist Church. Their 
home is on Old Post Court where they moved in 
1972. 

Stacie resides in Chicago, Illinois and Bonnie 
attends San Angelo Central High School. 

by Engedi Parmer 


NEILL, GEORGE W. 


George W. Neill was born December 20, 1915, to 
William Cantley Neill and Mattie Johnson Neill. He 
grew up on the Mulberry Canyon area of Taylor 
County, in a family of ten children. 

On April 11, 1942, he married Laura Ivy at the 
Presbyterian manse in San Angelo. They have one 
son, George Ivy Neill. 

Laura was born August 1, 1917 in Wills Point, 
Texas, to the Rev. James Newton Ivy and Juno 
Mullins Ivy. After her parents’ death, she and her 
younger sister, Louise, lived at the Presbyterian 
Children’s Home near Itasca. Both girls finished 
school at the Home and both attended Austin College 
in Sherman, Texas. Louise is married to James 
Counts. 

George Neill worked for the Abilene Candy 
Company before volunteering for service in the Army 
Air Corps on May 9, 1941. He was stationed at 
Goodfellow Army Air Base in San Angelo, Texas. 
He met Laura while attending San Angelo Business 
College where both were students. 

After World War II, George got out of the Air 
Corps and soon after bought the Red and White 
Grocery and Conoco Station in Water Valley, Texas 
from the Carwile Brothers. He moved his family to 
Water Valley in January 1946. On April 1, 1947, he 
was appointed postmaster to replace Walter 
Armstrong who had retired for reason of health. 

George wore many “hats” during the years he 
lived in Water Valley. As long as cattle and sheep 
were shipped out by rail, he served as weigh master 
at the local loading pens. He helped organize the 
first Volunteer Fire Department and the purchasing 
of the first fire truck for the town. He served as 
“Volunteer Fire Chief”? for a number of years. He 
also helped build the new Methodist Church where 
he and his family were members. 

During the time they lived in Water Valley, they 
bought the old Tate farm and later bought the W.C. 
Hixson ranch between Water Valley and Robert Lee, 
which the family operated until his retirement in 
1984. That same year they bought a home in San 
Angelo, where they now live. 

The family was deeply involved in community 
affairs during their sojourn here. George worked 
with the local Boy Scouts, served in a number of 
offices in the Methodist Church and on many other 
community projects. 

Laura taught Sunday School, the Methodist Youth 
group, worked in the PTA, and for several years 
served as organist for the Water Valley Methodist 
Church, the Carlsbad Methodist Church, and the All 
Faiths Chapel at the State T.B. Hospital at 
Sanatorium. 

George Ivy is married to Thiry, nee Parmer, from 
Veribest, Texas. They have two daughters, Stacie 
and Bonnie. George Ivy is Quality Control Engineer 
for the Southern Division of Columbia- United Artist 
Cable Vision Systems. He lives in San Angelo, Texas. 

by George W. Neill 


NEILL, ROBERT T. 


Robert T. Neill was born in Stephenville, Texas 
on April 27, 1879, to Hal Hart Neill and Dora Fagan 
Neill. Hal Neill was a noted attorney and appeals 
court justice. As a boy, Robert attended West Texas 
Military Academy. The Spanish-American War 
interrupted his studies at the University of Texas at 
Austin. He then returned to his studies at Austin and 
received his LLB degree in 1901. 

After law school Neill and George B. Taliaferro 
opened a practice together in San Antonio. Two years 
later Neill was appointed U.S. Commissioner at 
San Antonio. In 1907 Neill moved to El Paso where 
he was associated with R. Ewing Thomason and 
Joseph Nealon. 

One of the more famous individuals Neill knew 
was Judge Roy Bean, a frequent visitor in El Paso. 
He first became acquainted with Bean through his 
father. Bean had consulted the elder Neill regarding 
a possible suit against a New York newspaper. Neill 
advised against the suit. 

After two years as assistant U.S. district attorney 
in El Paso, Neill was transferred to the Justice 
Department in Washington, D.C. In later years 
Neill stated that he especially disliked the social 
functions of the nation’s capital. 

In 1914-15 Robert Neill was sent to Chicago by 
the Justice Department on a special mission. He was 
to assist in the government’s continual fight against 
the Industrial Workers of the World WW). He later 
successfully defended a number of IWW members 
in New Mexico and Arizona. 

As a defense attorney Neill spent several years 
representing oil companies in various sorts of 
litigation in West Texas. He also participated in the 
antitrust case filed against the Associated Press in 
1942. This litigation lasted more than five years. 

Robert Neill moved to San Angelo to become a 
partner with the law firm of Hill and Hill. The firm 
went through several name changes ending in 1954 
as Neill, Blanks, Lewis, and Logan. Robert Neill 
retired from active practice in 1957. 

Neill first married Lela March in 1910 in San 
Angelo. The couple had one daughter, Lela March 
Neill, who died in an auto accident February 2, 
1942. Mrs. Neill died in July 1947. He then married 
an old friend from El Paso, Mrs. Lamar Davis, (died 
February 10, 1975). Robert T. Neill died December 
6, 1962. 

Mr. and Mrs. Neill lived on Park Street in San 
Angelo. One of the great disappointments of his life 
came with the flood of September 17, 1936. As the 
river crested, it flooded the basement of his home 
on the west bank of the North Concho River and 
destroyed a prize collection of books. Most of the 
books were beyond salvage; only fifty-one survived. 
After the flood Neill began rebuilding his collection. 
Robert Neill was considered an authority on the 
history of the Southwest and the lore of the West 
and served as president of the Tom Green County 
Historical Society. 


NEWBERRY - MARSH 


In 1947, Betty Lou Marsh (July 25, 1928) mar- 
ried Roland Lynn Newberry (May 19, 1928) in Fort 
Worth. They had four sons, Lynn, Jr., (June 9, 1948), 
Ernest Stephen (May 17, 1954), twins, Leslie Dean 
and Wesley Gene (July 11, 1956). Betty and Lynn 
live in Houston. 
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Roland “Lynn” Newberry and Betty Lou Marsh 
Newberry, September 1947 


Lynn, Jr., married Donna Soileau and they live in 
Metairie, Louisiana. They have two children, Lisa 
(November 21, 1970) and Kelly (April 22, 1979). 

Stephen never married. He became ill when he 
was eight, losing a kidney. When 15, he went into a 
coma for three days in renal failure. In 1969, he 
began peritoneal dialysis. In 1970, he was the 
youngest, at that time in Dallas, to go on the kidney 
machine. He dialyzed at home for four and one- 
half years. He graduated with his class in 1972, in 
Bellaire. After a badly matched transplant, he 
received a perfectly matched kidney in 1975 and 
for three years it was wonderful! He caught 
meningitis and died March 26, 1978. He was a very 
good poet. 

Leslie and Wesley are single. They are both marine 
biologists. Wesley lives in San Angelo and Leslie in 
Houston. 

by Betty Newberry 


NEWTON, FOREST GRANT 


Forest Grant Newton was born on August 22, 
1882, in Giles County, Pulaski, Tennessee. He 
married Lilly Florence Young, born January 9, 
1882, in Giles County, Pulaski, Tennessee. 

They had four children: Rayburn Allen, Florence 
Elnora, Mattie Katherine, and Lela V. 

In 1921 the family moved to Water Valley, due to 
ill health of Mrs. Newton. Also, William Allen 
Newton (father of FG. Newton) and his wife Lou 
Ellen and one daughter, Rachel, moved from Pulaski, 
Tennessee, to be with the only son out of the Newton 
family in Tennessee. 

Forest Grant Newton farmed the acreage, cotton 
and grain farming, of the Gillispie Family for many 
years before he became a carpenter and builder of 
homes. One of the old homes he built remains in 
Water Valley today: the old W.A. Hutchinson home, 
now owned by C.G. Parsons. Mrs. Hutchinson was 
a teacher at Water Valley School. 

F.G. Newton was a lifetime member of the 
Woodmen of the World Lodge, a trustee of the Water 
Valley Independent School District in the 1930s, 
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Forest Grant Newton 
1882 - 1964 


L to R: Elnora (Newton) Morton, Nanny Clark, 
sister-in-law of F:G. Newton, and Lela V. (Newton) 
Thacker 


and a staunch supporter of the Democratic Party. He 
was a member all of his life of the Church of Christ. 
He was a custodian of the Water Valley School for 
many years. 

William Allen Newton died in 1924 and is buried 
in the Water Valley Cemetery. His wife, Lou Ellen, 
returned to Pulaski, Tennessee. 

Lilly Florence Newton died of tuberculosis in 
1932. Forest Grant Newton passed away of 
emphysema in 1964. Both are buried in the Water 
Valley Cemetery. Florence Elnora Newton, who 
married James Morton, died in 1969 of leukemia and 
heart attack, in Grand Junction, Colorado. Lela V. 
Newton, who married Alexander Raymond Thacker 
of Water Valley, died in 1972 of cancer in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. 

Mattie Katherine Newton, who married Rauls C. 
Bowden, graduated in 1935 from Shannon West 
Texas Memorial Hospital as a registered nurse and 
has lived in Midland for forty years. They have two 
daughters, Martha Madrene of Midland, and Kay 
Elnora of Maui, Hawaii. 

Rayburn Allen Newton, who worked for the Santa 
Fe Railway and retired from the Texas and Pacific 
Railroad, lives in Lampasas. He and his wife, 
Christine (Brown) have one son, Rayburn Allen, Jr., 
a chemical engineer residing in Austin. 

by Mattie Katherine (Newton) Bowden 


NEWTON, WALTER JAMES 


Walter James Newton was born June 15, 1889, in 
Florence, Williamson County. His parents were the 
late R.R. and Hanna Newton, prominent farmers in 
the Concho Valley. The R.R. Newtons migrated to 
Paint Rock in 1902, coming to Texas from Alabama. 
They were hard shell Baptists. The first land they 
bought on the Main Concho River was six miles 
below the six-mile crossing near San Angelo. 

On November 15, 1911, Walter married Roxa 
Edith Edwards. Her parents were the late 
Boneapart and Edith Edwards, who settled in 
Veribest Community in 1908. Boneapart Edwards 
farmed and raised stock. 

Walter and Roxa had six children, three sons and 
three daughters: Margaret Lee, who married Emmett 
Lee Vick; Claude Samuel, who married Lola Adams; 
Lorene, who married Jay Heflin; Eugene, who 
married Betty Armstrong; Laverne, who married 
Marvin Zuehlke; and Dorothy Louise, who married 
Jesse Ray Gaines. 

Walter and Roxa had sixteen grandchildren. 

After their marriage in the Byrd School House, 
Walter and Roxa made their home one and one-half 
miles from Veribest. They farmed all their lives. 
Walter and his brother helped their father thresh 
wheat for the public for several years in the Veribest 
area and on the Main Concho River. They also 
irrigated their cotton farm with a hot ball engine. 

by Margaret L. (Newton) Vick 


NIEMANN, LOUIS A. 


Wedding day of Louis and Helen Niemann, April 8, 
1920 


Louis A. Niemann (died 1960) was born June 10, 
1896 in Priddy. On April 8, 1920, he married Helen 
Marie Noack, (born December 24, 1902, in Warda, 
Texas). They have two children: Adela M. Niemann 
who married Vernon Jeschke and Ludwig “Tex” 
Niemann who married Marjorie Lang. There are six 
grandchildren: Beverly Jeschke (died 1977), Phyllis 
Jeschke, Jane Jeschke, Marcia Niemann, Janice 
Ferguson and Carla Niemann. At present there are 


two great-grandchildren: Daniel and Joshua 
Ferguson. 

In 1928, Louis and Helen settled on previously 
purchased Niemann land 3 1/2 miles southeast of 
Veribest. Louis farmed cotton, milo and small grain 
on 681 acres. In 1959 he purchased 240 acres of 
farmland in Mereta. Helen worked side by side with 
her husband on the farm. 

Louis was a respected church councilman at the 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Miles for 
twenty years. After moving to San Angelo in 1952, 
Louis and Helen transferred their membership to 
Calvary Lutheran Church. 

In 1951 Helen fulfilled her lifelong dream of 
pursuing a career in nursing. Until 1984 she worked 
as a nurse’s aide and private sitter in San Angelo. 

Upon graduating from high school, Helen 
rewarded each granddaughter with a trip any- 
where in the world. With them she visited the 1964 
World’s Fair in New York City and the Hawaiian 
Islands in 1968. She also travelled to Europe three 
times. 

Louis’ parents were the late Adolf and Caroline 
Niemann. Adolf immigrated to the United States in 
1883 from Courtzn, Kingdom of Hanover in present 
day West Germany. In 1917, he, Louis and two of 
his other seven children moved from Mills County 
to Veribest. Adolf purchased 1,003 acres of farm- 
land which were later divided among the three 
children. 

Helen’s parents were the late Ernst and Clementine 
Noack. Helen’s ancestors were part of the first 
Wendish settlers who immigrated to Texas in 1854. 
The Wends are a Slavic people (Russians, Poles and 
Czechs) from the ancient country of Lusatia in what 
is now part of present-day East Germany. 

Believing in a more conservative Lutheranism and 
having a language and culture more similar to the 
Czechs and Slovaks, the Wends often found them- 
selves in conflict with their German neighbors. An 
early 19th century “Germanization”’ ordered by 
Prussian officials, plus the harsh economic realities 
of the times, caused the Wends to immigrate. Helen’s 
grandfather, Karl Teinert, was one of the leaders who 
brought nearly 600 Wends to Galveston in 1854. 

by Jane Jeschke 


NIMITZ, ERNEST ALBERT 


Emest Albert Nimitz was born in Gillespie County, 
February 8, 1849. He grew up and learned his 
hotel-keeper’s skills in his father’s landmark 
Fredericksburg Nimitz Hotel, which Carl Heinrich 
Nimitz, Sr., had built to resemble a steamboat. Invited 
by J.L. Millspaugh, Ernest in 1868 visited the site of 
Fort Concho, then in the early building stages. In 
1877, after his marriage to Theresa Marie Kordzik 
and the birth of two children in Fredericksburg, he 
arrived in Tom Green County to establish his first 
hotel and boarding house on post property. In 1880, 
he moved his hostelry across the river and opened 
the Nimitz Hotel on the corner of Concho and 
Chadbourne. 

Here Texas Rangers were called in to quell San 
Angelo’s only race riot. Black soldiers marched into 
the lobby and several guests were wounded when 
troops shot up the town February 5, 1881, following 
the killing of a black soldier. 

The Nimitz was a center for civic meetings as San 
Angela changed to San Angelo, county seat and 
post office, after the Ben Ficklin flood. Fire destroyed 


the hotel March 7, 1893. The Landon Hotel, Naylor 
Hotel, and the Town House have successively stood 
on this historic corner. 

Nimitz opened a boarding house at 16 West 
Twohig. For a time he ran the Hotel San Angelo, 
Chadbourne at Beauregard, and a hotel in Eagle 
Pass. In 1902, he reopened the Twohig Avenue 
establishment, which became a favorite stopping 
place for drummers and ranchmen such as Billy 
Anson, Seaton Keith, Ernest Abbott, the Mont 
Noelkes and the J.M. Shannons. The dining room 
was known for good food supervised by Mrs. Nimitz, 
prepared by longtime cooks George Edwards and 
Joe Lewis. Regular boarders were town bachelors 
Deacon Sharp, Tom Atwood, Judge T.C. Wynn, and 
Bernie Alexander. 

Ernest Nimitz was a Lutheran, a school board 
member, first president of the volunteer fire 
department, charter member of the Knights of 
Pythias. He died here June 21, 1928. 

Seven children, all now deceased, spent all or part 
of their lives in Tom Green County: Louis Otto 
Nimitz, Helena Nimitz, Augusta Nimitz Parsons, 
Henry Charles Nimitz, Edith Nimitz Wynne, Edwin 
Z. Nimitz, Meta Nimitz Dinsmore. 

by Theresa Nimitz Phelps, 
a granddaughter, San Antonio,Texas 


NISBET, ALEXANDER 
RICHARD, JR., AND 
RUTH (BULLOCK) 


Top Row: Walker, Calvin, Alex Jr. Carl Nisbet. 
Bottom Row: John Lee, Alexander Robin, Sr., 
Frances (Nisbet) Boiskov, cir. 1949-50 


Alex Richard Nisbet, Jr., fifth son of Alexander 
Robinson Nisbet and Sallie Rawlings Nisbet, was 
born at Runningwater, Hale County, on July 1, 1895. 
He was an infant when the family moved to Tom 
Green County. While a small child, one day he 
followed his older brothers when they left for 
school; his mother missed him and finally found him 
sitting on the edge of the Lone Wolf Bridge, dang- 
ling his feet in the waters of the flooded South 
Concho River. He attended the first grade, taught by 
Christine Schott, in the chapel of Fort Concho. In 
1914 he graduated from San Angelo High School. 

Following a year at Texas A&M, he entered the 
U.S. Army and was a member of the 90th Division 
Signal Corps. He was wounded in France, receiving 
the Purple Heart. 

After the Armistice, he sold tractors for the Moline 
Plow Company and then moved to Plainview, Texas, 
where he and his brother John Lee Nisbet opened a 
hardware store. On March 13, 1927, he married Ruth 
Bullock. She was a teacher in Plainview and later in 
the San Angelo schools. Unfortunately, Nisbet 
Hardware was a casualty of the Great Depression. 
He then repaired typewriters and was circulation 


manager of the Plainview Herald, until he and 
Lawrence Ludeman opened an insurance agency. 

In 1945 he moved to San Angelo to join his father 
and brothers in establishing A.R. Nisbet & Sons to 
make and sell the bug-catching machine invented 
by his father. Following the death of his brother Carl 
in 1951, he became office manager, a position he 
held until ill health forced his retirement in 1963. 

His death occurred on April 6, 1965. He was a 
member of the American Legion and the Boy Scouts 
of America (Silver Beaver Award) and was an elder 
in the First Presbyterian Church, U.S., in San Angelo. 

Alex Richard Nisbet, son of Alex and Ruth Nisbet, 
was born at Plainview, on April 14, 1938. He moved 
to San Angelo in the third grade and attended Santa 
Rita Elementary School and Lee Junior High. After 
graduation from San Angelo High School (1955) and 
San Angelo College (1957), he went to The 
University of Texas at Austin, where he received 
B.S. (1959) and Ph.D. (1963) degrees. He then joined 
the faculty of Ouachita Baptist University at 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, where he is now Professor 
of Chemistry. On May 22, 1980, he married Meredith 
Estelle Wootton; they have one son, Carl Erwin 
Alexander Nisbet, born September 30, 1987. 

by Alex R. Nisbet 


NISBET, ALEXANDER 
ROBINSON, SR. and 
SALLIE (RAWLINGS) 


es a) Y 
Alexander R. Nisbet and Sarah (Sallie) Minerva 
(Scott) Nisbet, cir. 1925 or 26 


Alexander Robinson Nisbet was born February 
9, 1859, in Lancaster County, South Carolina, just 
in time to be a small boy during the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. In 1880 he moved to Dobyville, 
Arkansas, where he was joined by his parents and 
three brothers a couple of years later. While there he 
married Sallie Minerva Rawlings on December 24, 
1884. In 1890 the family moved by covered wagon 
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to Plainview, to escape an epidemic of malaria. After 
five years they moved, again by wagon, to San 
Angelo, where better schools were available. He 
rented a home just east of the present city hall, where 
the former County Library building is located. He 
took a job at $30.00 per month with Sam Lapowski 
in a general store. 

Noting that there was much plowing to be done 
on Lipan Flat, he bought a steam tractor in 1903 for 
$2,700 and paid for it by plowing at $1.59 per acre, 
sometimes completing 30 acres in a day. In 1906, he 
rented a farm from J. Willis Johnson on the Main 
Concho River. That year he had a fine crop until the 
river rose 57 feet; the flood deposited 18 haystacks 
on his land from nearby farms. By this time their 
children had been born: Calvin, John Lee, Carl, 
Walker, Alex, and Frances. He was elected an elder 
in the First Presbyterian Church, U.S., of San Angelo 
shortly after 1900. 


Alexander R. Nisbet, Sr. cir. 1953 


In 1922, Alexander R. Nisbet and his family 
moved to Plainview. There Sallie Nisbet died on 
January 3, 1927. He rented a corner in Jack Loring’s 
machine shop, where his tinkering led to the inven- 
tion first of a cotton-picking machine and then to 
the Nisbet Bug Catcher. In 1945 he and his five sons 
returned to San Angelo and established A.R. Nisbet 
& Sons to manufacture and sell the Bug Catcher. He 
remained active in the company until 1954. While 
showing his great-grandchildren how to skate rocks 
on the North Concho Lake, he lost his balance and 
fell, breaking his hip. Complications led to his death 
on March 20, 1954. 

by A.R. Nisbet 


NISBET, CARL and HELEN 


Carl Scott Nisbet, at eight years of age moved to 
San Angelo with his father, A.R. Nisbet and family, 
in 1898, attended school there and graduated from 
Abbot High School in 1906. One of his early jobs 
after graduation was driving the mail “truck” 
between San Angelo and Brady. He told about the 
“truck”’ being a 1902 two-cylinder Buick and that 
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he had to stop to open and close some 50 gates in 
the 60 miles. It was one day down and one day back. 
Later he joined an engineering crew and helped 
survey the Orient railroad route from San Angelo to 
Ft. Stockton. He served in the Army Signal Corps 
during World War I spending much of his tour, after 
training, in Washington, D.C. as a motorcycle 
courier. 


y = 3 =H 


L-R: Carl S. Nisbet, Sr. Helen Hall Nisbet and Carl 
Scott Nisbet, Jr. 


Carl met and married Helen Elizabeth Hall in 
Kansas City, Missouri, in 1924. They moved to 
Denver, Colorado, where Carl became a sales 
representative for Ford Tractor Company and 
traveled Colorado and Wyoming selling Ford tractors 
and equipment. Through his experience in farming 
and ranching, his Army training, and his father’s 
influence, he developed an interest in machinery. 
Through self-study and work repairing and im- 
proving farm machinery, he became a knowl- 
edgeable engineer. 

When an opportunity to work for Gleaner-Baldwin 
Harvester Company on the first self-propelled 
combine presented itself, Carl moved the family back 
to Kansas City. He spent some time in the factory 
helping to build prototype machines and because of 
his sales experience was chosen to take the first 
production models on the road. They followed the 
wheat harvest north from the Texas Panhandle to 
Saskatchewan demonstrating the new equipment. 

A.R. Nisbet was a man with a dream and began 
working on a self-propelled cotton picking machine 
soon after he brought the first steam-powered tractor 
into Tom Green County. He and his sons did custom 
plowing with it for many years. Carl inherited his 
father’s dream and spent vacations in Texas working 
on the cotton picker idea and his father’s other 
innovative ideas for farm machinery. The family 
dream was to start their own company to manu- 
facture and sell equipment under their own patents. 
The dream became a reality in 1944 when A.R. 
Nisbet & Sons was formed and a facility was opened 
in San Angelo. Three of his four brothers joined them 


and Carl was chosen General Manager. The firm 
prospered and grew under Carl’s leadership until 
1951. Then an unfortunate combination of circum- 
stances beginning with Carl’s sudden death at age 
61, started the company’s demise. 

Carl and Helen’s only child, Carl Scott, Jr. worked 
part-time in the firm while attending San Angelo 
College, later the University of Texas. In 1951 
Bobbie Lee Harris became a welcome member of 
the family when she and Scott were married in the 
First Presbyterian Church. They now reside in 
Pampa. 

Carl and Helen enjoyed bridge, golfing and spent 
many pleasant hours at Lake Nasworthy with friends 
and family. Prior to her death in 1968, Helen 
remembered those seven years in San Angelo as the 
happiest years of their lives. 

by Scott and Bobbie Nisbet 


NOELKE, FERDINAND 
and ALICE 


Ferdinand Noelke, an immigrant to the United 
States from Germany, married Alice Patterson 
Blackwell January 9, 1872, in DeWitt County, 
Texas. 

From this marriage came seven children: Walter 
Montgomery (1873), William Theodore (1874), 
Emmett Ferdinand (1876), John Schneider (1877), 
Eva Gertrude (1880), Herbert Clayton (1885) and 
Patty (1887). 

In 1891 Ferdinand and Alice brought their family 
west to Irion County to homestead land for ranching. 
Each son learned the ranch business and acquired 
land for himself. Daughter Gertrude married Frank 
Emerick (grandson of R.F. Tankersley) and daughter 
Patty married Tom Murphey. 

Monte Noelke, the eldest child, started in the 
sheep business with financial help from Mr. J.M. 
Shannon. He acquired land in Irion County and in 
1897, married Mamie Emerick (granddaughter of 
R.F. Tankersley). This marriage produced three 
children. Their daughter, Marie Noelke Baker, lived 
in San Angelo after she married. Mrs. Baker lived in 
Mexico City from 1946 to 1968, then returned to 
San Angelo where she lived until her death in 1985. 
The Noelkes’ two sons, Hal (died 1967) and M.B. 
(died 1968) both had temporary homes in San 
Angelo. M.B. (Sonnie) had three children: Monte 
Noelke, Walter Dietrich (1940) and Anna Gretchen 
Noelke (1943), all of whom ranch; the latter two live 
and also work in San Angelo. 

William Theodore married Flora Blanks and 
started his ranching in Crockett County. They had a 
home in San Angelo where they raised three children: 
Elizabeth (Mrs. W. Clayton Smith), Billy Blanks 
(B.B.) who married Helen Hartgrove and Rebecca 
(Mrs. R.N. Sanguinett). 

Emmett Noelke bought land in Irion County and 
went into the ranch business with a Mr. Allen 
Richardson. Emmett and Ruth Sherwood Sterrett 
were married in 1902. They had five daughters, three 
of whom lived in San Angelo: Sue (Houser), Ruth 
(Mrs. Orville Schlinke), and Jerry (Mrs. Paul 
Campbell). 

Herbert Clayton Noelke (died May 7, 1945) and 
Kennie Homes (died 1982) were married in 1913 in 
Pecos County. They eventually had a home on South 
Bishop Street in San Angelo where they raised a 
son, H.C., Jr. (died 1955), and a daughter Jacqueline 
(Thigpin) (died 1986). 


The Noelke daughters, Gertrude (Emerick) and 
Patty (Murphey) did not reside in Tom Green County, 
but San Angelo was their trade and medical center. 

by Gretchen Noelke 


NOELKE, WILLIAM 
THEODORE 


Ferdinand Noelke, an immigrant from Germany 
to the U.S. in 1847, married Alice Patterson 
Blackwell January 9, 1872, in DeWitt County, Texas. 
They came to Irion County in 1891. Three of their 
sons became residents of San Angelo. 

William Theodore Noelke was born in 1874 and 
married Flora Elizabeth Blanks, daughter of 
William H. Blanks, in San Angelo January 10, 1905. 
Flora Blanks was born in Denton, May 18, 1877, 
shortly after the family moved to Texas from 
Missouri. She was called “Tex” all her life because 
she was the only child in the family born in Texas. 
She moved with her family to a farm on Lipan Flat 
in 1879. They were planning to move to Ben Ficklin 
for the school year when the town washed away. So 
they went on to Sherwood, in Tom Green County at 
that time. 

Will and Tex had three children: Elizabeth (born 
January 1908; died 1974) married Clayton Smith; 
Billy Blanks (born February 24, 1910, in San 
Angelo), married Helen Hartgrove; and Rebecca 
(born July 11, 1913, died 1976) married Frank 
Sanguinet of Fort Worth. 

The Will Noelkes lived on their ranch in Crockett 
County after their marriage and, like most rural 
families, had the problems of their children’s 
schooling. Some years they lived in San Angelo 
during the school year, other years they boarded them 
with families in San Angelo, and some years they 
sent them to boarding schools in San Antonio. 

They moved to San Angelo permanently in June 
1937. Will died March 13, 1949. Tex died March 
12, 1972. 

B.B. and Helen Noelke lived in San Angelo two 
years after their marriage in October 1935, then made 
their home on the ranch in Crockett County but 
continued to use San Angelo as their trade and 
medical center. They moved to San Angelo again in 
December 1948. They had one son, William Scott 
Noelke, born in San Angelo November 15, 1947. 
His son, Robert Scott Noelke, was born in San 
Angelo January 7, 1983. 

by Helen Hartgrove Noelke 


NORRED, CECIL BERNARD 


Cecil Bernard Norred came to San Angelo with 
his parents, John Oliver Norred and Nancy Elvira 
Kyle from Stephenville. He was born June 15, 1873, 
in Houston County, worked in and around San 
Angelo for many years, traveled the rodeos and made 
his living with horses, bought and sold horses 
throughout West Texas. He married Delilah 
Amanda Glaze in San Angelo in 1904, and lived in 
Ballinger, Bronte, Robert Lee and Water Valley. He 
traveled a lot, buying and selling cattle and horses 
and went on many cattle drives to the north. He left 
Texas in 1910 and took up a homestead near 
Malaga, New Mexico, and later moved to California 
in 1926 and owned land there. He died in Lemoore, 
California, July 12, 1949, 

Cecil Bernard Norred and his wife, Delilah 
Amanda Glaze, were the parents of 10 children born 


to them: Jessie Cova, b. January 28, 1906, in San 
Angelo; John Luther, b. October 20, 1907, in San 
Angelo; Effie Alice, b. April 12, 1909, in San 
Angelo; Ruby May, b. January 6, 1912, in Roswell, 
New Mexico; Ollie Bernard, b. July 17, 1914, in 
Roswell; Naoma Elvira, b. August 13, 1916, in 
Roswell; Thelma Violet, b. October 2, 1918, in 
Roswell; Nancy Annie, b. February 24, 1921, in 
Carlsbad, New Mexico; Kenneth, b. August 1, 
1928, in San Jose, California; and Albert Ray, b. 
March 7, 1932, in San Jose. 
by Lyman Travis Norred 


NORRED, JOHN LUTHER 


John Luther Norred was born October 20, 1907, 
in what was then Fort Concho in San Angelo. He 
was a son of Cecil Bernard Norred and Delilah 
Amanda Glaze. At the time of his birth, Fort Concho 
had been converted into a hospital. 

He lived on land owned by his uncles on the Glaze 
side of his family and land owned by the Norred 
family in and around San Angelo. He also attended 
school at Big Spring. He rode in rodeos around San 
Angelo and throughout West Texas. He also rode in 
horse races in West Texas and down into Mexico. 
He also lived around Bronte and Robert Lee. He 
moved with his parents and part of the Glaze family 
to Roswell, where his parents homesteaded land and 
raised cattle. 

John Luther Norred moved from New Mexico to 
California in 1926 with his parents and uncles, 
Luther Barum Norred and Emmett James Norred. 

In California, John Luther Norred married Alda 
Viola Thomas born September 4, 1914, in Little 
Rock. She was the daughter of Chick-A-Pony 
Thomas and Eva Darcus Warford of Fairplay. To this 
marriage were born three children: Lorretta Kay, 
January 15, 1933, in San Jose; Norris Glen, 
November 1, 1934, in Tulare; and Lyman Travis, July 
2, 1936, in San Jose. John Luther Norred resides in 
San Jose. 

by Lyman Travis Norred 


NORRED, JOHN OLIVER 


John Oliver Norred came to San Angelo in the 
late 1890s from Stephenville. He was born in 
Carthage, Mississippi, in 1840. He was a son of 
William Russell Norred, born on October 16, 1811, 
in Edgefield, South Carolina; and Elizabeth Weeks, 
born in Madison County, Mississippi, in 1818. His 
grandparents were Samuel W. Norred, born in the 
Shenandoah Valley, Augusta County, Virginia, in 
1765; and Charity, born in 1772 in South Carolina. 
His great-grandparents were Benjamin Isaac 
Norred, born in Buckinghamshire, England, and 
Drucilla Millikin, born in Holland. Benjamin Isaac 
Norred was born in 1735 and came to America in 
February, 1749, on the ship Belle Savage. He met 
and married Drucilla Millikin on a plantation in 
Maryland. 

John Oliver Norred traveled from Carthage, 
Mississippi, to Crockett, Texas, in 1855 with his 
parents. He fought for the Confederacy during the 
Civil War and served in the 15th Texas Mounted 
Cavalry. He was captured at Arkansas Post and after 
being paroled at Camp Douglas, Illinois, he fought 
in the Tennessee campaign and was wounded at the 
Battle of Missionary Ridge. 


After coming to San Angelo in the late 1800s, he 
bought and sold land. He lived in San Angelo, Bronte, 
and Robert Lee. He died and is buried in Valley View 
cemetery on the road between Robert Lee and San 
Angelo. He married Nancy Elvira Kyle, born in 1842. 
They were the parents of 12 children born to them: 
Mary Jane, February 2, 1866; William George in 
1867; Charles; Leonard; Lillian Sabrina, November 
16, 1871; Cecil Bernard, June 15, 1873; Thomas, in 
1874; Hugh A. in 1875; Enner Agett; Emmett 
James, April 12, 1880 (all the above born in 
Houston County, Texas); Luther Barum, born June 
25, 1882, in Hillsboro; Annie Bell, August 1888, in 
Stephenville. 

by Lyman Travis Norred 


NUTT, JAMES M. and 
IDA SUE (ELLIOTT) 


Ida Sue Elliott was born May 15, 1885, in San 
Saba, to David F. Elliott and Mary Ella (Mollie) 
Trammell. Her paternal grandparents were George 
Elliott and Susan Oxley Elliott. Her maternal 
grandparents were William H. Trammell and 
Parmelia Elizabeth Foster. 

Ida came to Tom Green County in 1901 from Ft. 
McKavett with her mother, grandfather Trammell, 
uncle John Trammell, her brother Laurel James 
(Fritz), and her sisters Bessie, Stella and Lizzie. Ida 
helped tend to Fritz. She would take him to school 
and by the time she got back home, he would be 
sitting on the porch steps with his dog. 

Ida married James M. Nutt in San Angelo on 
April 1, 1917. James was born August 1, 1891, in 
Hondo, Williamson County, Texas. He was on the 
1900 census with his parents. 

Ida and James were ranchers. Their two children 
are Mildred Kathryn and Carlene. Ida’s grand- 
children are Jim T. and Michael N. Hamilton and B. 
Richard Keel. 

James died August 27, 1958, in San Angelo, Texas. 

Ida is a great-granddaughter of John Gladden 
King and Mildred Parchman, the famed Alamo 
family. She was 94 years old in 1989, resides in San 
Angelo, and enjoys doing things with her family. 

by Barbara C. Elliott 


OATES, CHARLES ESTES 


Charles and Clara Oates 


323 


Charles Estes Oates was born August 1, 1878 in 
Longview. His parents were John Charles Oates and 
Sarah C. Christmas. Charlie, as he was known by 
family and friends, came to Tom Green County in 
1899 when he went to work for the Texas New 
Mexico and Orient Railroad. He married Clara 
Pricilla Robinson November 19, 1902, at the Tom 
Green County Courthouse. They had four children: 
Gladys, married Urban Welch; Hallis, married Joe 
Maier; LouAnna, married Frank Beck; and Charles 
Lockridge, married Lorraine Clements. At the 
present time he has eighty-four descendants. 

After their marriage in San Angelo, Charlie and 
Clara made their home on Baker Street until the 
home burned in 1926. At that time they built a home 
at 1222 South Abe. This house that was home to so 
many friends, children, and grandchildren has been 
moved to the Grape Creek community. Charlie 
helped to build railroads in New Mexico. He 
remained with the railroad when it became the Santa 
Fe until his retirement in 1943. 

During World War II, he was on a passenger train 
to Altus, Oklahoma, and Sonora. Charlie never saw 
a stranger and during this time no one ever came to 
San Angelo without a place to stay. Home they went 
with Charlie where Clara always had a hot meal and 
a warm bed ready. Likewise, the Oates home was 
always open to soldiers from Goodfellow Field over 
the Christmas holidays. Their attitude was of service 
to lonesome boys serving their country while their 
own son, Bud, was overseas. Charlie and Clara 
received letters all throughout their lives from 
friends all over the United States whom they had 
befriended. 

The Oates heritage is rich in history. Charles 
Estes Oates is a descendant of a Confederate veteran, 
a Revolutionary veteran, the first governor of 
Jamestown, Haut Wyatt, and seven barons of the 
Magna Carta. 

Charlie was an active member of Park Heights 
Baptist Church and spent his retirement years 
visiting the sick and shut-ins. He died in July of 1961. 

Clara Pricilla Robinson Oates was born February 
18, 1879, in Kimble County. She was the daughter 
of Benjamin Charnel Robinson and Martha Frances 
Gossett. Her father was an early day rancher and a 
Texas Ranger. The family moved from Fort 
McKavett to San Angelo in 1900. 

Clara’s grandfather, Reverend William Robinson, 
established Baptist churches all over Texas. She 
was a descendant of Elijah Gossett who fought with 
Sam Houston. She recalls her grandfather saying that 
Sam Houston held out an ear of corn to his troops 
saying, “As long as there is an ear of corn left, we 
will never surrender.” 

Before Clara married Charles Estes Oates in 1902, 
she was a tutor on the Tom Dunn ranch. She was an 
active member of the Daughters of the Republic of 
Texas, the Auxiliary to the Brotherhood of Railroad 
Trainmen and the Royal Neighbors. She was a 
charter member of the First Baptist Church where 
she was the oldest member when she died in 
September of 1969. 

by Mrs. Frank Beck 


OATMAN, SAMUEL HARVEY 
and VAUNA BEATRICE 
(LEINNEWEBER) 


Samuel Harvey Oatman was born at Center Point, 
Kerr County, Texas, on June 19, 1888. 
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Samuel Harvey Oatman and Vauna Beatrice 
Leinneweber 


His father’s name was Sheppard Hulse Oatman, 
and his mother’s maiden name was believed to be 
Clara Banta. 

When Harvey was a young man, he lived for a 
while with his parents in a house on the Samuel Ealy 
Johnson ranch. This was the same house that 
President Lyndon Baines Johnson had been born in 
earlier. 

When Harvey’s father passed away in 1921, he 
was buried across the road from this same house, in 
the Johnson family cemetery. It may also be worthy 
to note that Harvey’s sister Amanda Louise Oatman 
was also buried there in 1947. 

Harvey enlisted in the Army on June 25, 1918, at 
San Angelo. He was a Wagner number 350684 in a 
Supply Company of the 55th Infantry. Near the end 
of World War I, he sailed from the United States. 
The date was August 3, 1918. He was stationed in 
the Punelle Sector of Lorraine, France. Harvey was 
honorably discharged from the Army on July 3, 1919. 


Samuel Harvey Oatman and Vauna Beatrice 
Leinneweber 


Harvey said that after the war was over, he would 
go back to visit the Johnson family from time to time. 
Even then, when Lyndon Johnson was only 11 or 12 
years old, he was very interested in the stories and 
history of World War I, that Harvey would tell. I 


don’t suppose it ever crossed his mind that such a 
boy would grow up to be President of the United 
States. 

Back in San Angelo, Harvey was visiting Johnnie 
and Annie Leinneweber, when he met their daughter 
Vauna Beatrice Leinneweber. Little did he know 
when he opened the front gate for her, that he would 
be opening gates for her for the rest of his life. Even 
though later they became engaged through the mail, 
they were finally married in person on April 26, 1924, 
in San Angelo. 

Harvey built their home at 1413 East 18th Street 
in 1936. Vauna said they had just finished putting 
the roof on the house, when the rain from the 
infamous 1936 flood began. 

Harvey worked for the Army Corps of Engineers, 
and retired after 19 years of service on June 30, 1958. 

Harvey passed away after a hard battle with cancer 
on August 27, 1965, at home in his own bed. He is 
buried at Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

Vauna still lives in San Angelo, having married 
James Nathan “Nat” Weatherford on August 27, 
1970. Nat passed away on July 24, 1982. He is buried 
at Fairmount Cemetery. 

Vauna is the joy of our family, and is one of the 
living links to our past. I am proud to be called her 
nephew. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


O’ BARR - MAYFIELD 


Justin Copeland O’ Barr was born in Ledbetter on 
October 19, 1904, the youngest son of Dr. John 
Thomas and Willie Blackwelder O’ Barr. The family 
moved to a ranch south of Big Spring, around 1919, 
hoping to find a healthier, malaria-free climate, as 
Justin suffered from malaria and one sister had died 
of diphtheria. Justin moved to San Angelo in 1925 
where he was an automobile mechanic. 

As a bachelor, he lived in a rooming house 
downtown fondly known as the “Bears’ Den”’ by the 
young men who stayed there. During World War II, 
he was chief civilian inspector of Aircraft Repair at 
Mathis Field. 

On May 15, 1931, he married Ruth Mayfield, 
daughter of Dr. H.E. and Hallie Aycock Mayfield, 
pioneer residents of San Angelo. Justin and Ruth 
have two daughters, Carolyn, born on March 14, 
1934, and Virginia, born on January 30, 1940, and 
six grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

by A. H. Denis III 


OLSAK, CLOVIS HARVEY 


Rudolph R. and Clara Louise Kohutek Olsak, 
along with two sons, LeRoy and Clovis, moved to 
the Sykes community on Lipan Flat in 1925 from 
Runnels County. Clovis was born November 8, 1924, 
in a house on the bank of the Colorado River north 
of Rowena. He married Bettie Jeane Morris January 
18, 1948, in San Angelo. Bettie was the daughter of 
Lloyd Ralph and Velma Belle White Morris. Clovis 
and Bettie have three daughters; Cynthia Kay 
(Cindy) married to Marion (Bud) Hanks, Stephanie 
Ilene married to Bernard Eugene (Chip) Sayers II, 
and Connie Louise married to Michael Joseph 
Trojcak. Connie and Mike have two daughters, 
Courtney Leigh and Lindsey Beth. 

Clovis attended grade and intermediate school at 
Sykes, located 7 miles east of San Angelo on the 
Mereta road. Attendance varied from 40 students 


down to 12 students during the years 1930-1939. 
Clovis started to school at age 5 and Mrs. White, his 
first grade teacher, let him take a nap after dinner 
since he would go to sleep in class anyway. Nearly 
everyone walked to school except in very bad 
weather; everyone brought their lunch pails and 
enjoyed what they brought. Drought and depression 
years meant hard work, but that was compensated 
for by plenty of home-grown food and a caring 
family. 

Clovis continued his education at San Angelo 
High School, San Angelo Junior College and Texas 
A&M University. He played baseball with the San 
Angelo Junior Sheepherders and later with several 
area baseball and softball teams. On Sunday after- 
noons, he played baseball with the Veribest 
Cultivator Jockeys and softball with Electric Service, 
Ragsdale’s, Budweiser, Holland Jewelers, Cities 
Service and others. He participated in track and 
football in high school and college. 

Bettie attended Santa Rita Grade School, San 
Angelo High School and San Angelo Junior 
College. Bettie worked at the County Clerk’s office, 
M’ System Food Stores, and City Savings and Loan 
Association. She is an avid bridge player and a 
marathon shopper. 

Clovis and Bettie live in San Angelo where Clovis 
operates stock farms in Tom Green and Schleicher 
counties, raising cotton, milo, wheat, oats, pecans, 
cattle and sheep. 

Clovis’ grandfather, Ignatz Olsak, emigrated to the 
United States in 1894 from Czechoslovakia through 
Ellis Island. He settled in Williamson County before 
moving to near Rowena in Runnels County. He was 
a locksmith by trade and later took up black- 
smithing. One of his first jobs as a blacksmith was 
building the gates for the Chicago International 
Exposition. He lived his later years with his son 
Rudolph’s family near San Angelo. 

by Clovis Olsak 


OVERMAN, JERRY DWAYNE 


Five Generations - 195 

On Floor: Sandra Underwood Overman. L-R: Mary 
P. Walker Underwood, Stella Imogene Roberts 
Walker, Baby William Wayne “Skeeter” Overman, 
Louis Edgar Walker. 

When “Skeeter” was born to Sandra and Dwayne 
Overman, he had five generations on both sides of 
his family, and thirteen living grandparents or 
ascendants! 


On February 21, 1942, in San Angelo, Texas, 
Sandra Sue Underwood was born to Clifford Burns 
Underwood and Mary P. Walker Underwood. (Jimmy 
Lew was her twin brother; Joe Ed, their sibling, was 
born December 5, 1938). On August 25, 1957, 
Sandra married Jerry Dwayne Overman (born 
February 3, 1940, to Fred Robert and Mavis Nixon 
Overman of White Face, Texas). Sandra and Dwayne 
had three children born to them: William Wayne 
“Skeeter,” August 5, 1958; Sherry Lynn, February 
28, 1960; and Jerry Cliff, September 15, 1964. 

Sandra and Dwayne attended Howard Payne 
University, Brownwood, and Dwayne attended Texas 
Tech. Sandra finished the Registered Nursing 
program at Odessa College, later serving as Director 
of Nurses at Community General Hospital, Andrews. 
She later served as Quality Assurance Coordinator, 
Inservice Director, Infection Control Director, and 
worked in the Surgery Department and Recovery 
Room at Permian General Hospital, Andrews. Her 
musical interest included proficiency on piano, 
organ, and bassoon. Dwayne works for Texaco and 
farms his own land. 

Awarded over one hundred trophies for excel- 
lence in Science and Mathematics, “Skeeter”? was 
valedictorian of his senior class at Andrews High 
School. He was a member of MENSA, international 
organization for those with IQ’s in the genius range. 
He was killed June 12, 1981, in an oil field accident. 
His chemical engineering degree was awarded 
posthumously by A&M University to his wife, the 
former Pita Llanes. 

Sherry Lynn Overman married E.L. “Davy” 
Davidson. Their two children are Lacie Lynn, born 
April 30, 1984, in San Angelo and Jordan Dwayne, 
born May 24, 1988, in San Angelo. 


Jerry Dwayne Overman Family in 1985 
Jerry Dwayne Overman, Sandra Sue Underwood 
Overman and Jerry Cliff Overman 


President of the National Honor Society in 1982- 
83, captain of the swim team, and senior class vice- 
president, Jerry graduated in the top five percent 
of his class at Andrews High School. He was awarded 
the “Top 5% Scholarship,” “Permian Basin 
Petroleum Association Scholarship,” and “Permian 
Honors Scholarship.” 

Inducted into Phi Theta Kappa honor society at 
Midland College in 1984, Jerry also received “Top 
Chemistry Student Award,” and “The United States 
Achievement Academy 1984 National English 
Award.” He was included in “The National Dean’s 
List, Seventh Annual Edition, 1983-85” for academic 
abilities. 

After spending one semester at A&M University, 
he transferred to Angelo State University, where he 
graduated in December, 1988, with a major in 
physics. On August 5, 1989, Jerry married Angela 
Denyse Dalby, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 


Dalby of Ozona. They live in Andrews, where he is 
a high school mathematics teacher. 
by Mary P. Walker Underwood 


OWENS, LESSIE LEE 
(LAWRENCE) 


Lessie Owens 


Lessie Lee was born April 13, 1913, at Navasota, 
Texas, to George Lawrence and Molly (Steptoe) 
Lawrence. She attended grade school at Navasota 
but graduated from the Booker T. Washington High 
School in Houston. She had finished one year at 
Prairie View A&M when her father died, making it 
necessary for her to quit school and go to work. She 
found a job with a millinery store in Houston and 
worked there five years. 

She came to San Angelo and married Leon Owens, 
Sr., on April 14, 1944. Leon was stationed at 
Goodfellow Field. Lessie got a job with Mrs. C.C. 
McBurnett. She went with Leon when he was 
transferred to San Diego, California, and remained 
there until he came home from Europe in 1946. They 
returned to San Angelo, and this has been their home 
ever since. 

Lessie resumed working for Mrs. McBurnett, for 
approximately 25 years. 

Leon worked at the Cactus Hotel, the Officers 
Club at Goodfellow Field, and the Bus Center, when 
he had a heart attack and he had to retire. He had 
three children by a previous marriage. Lessie had 
no children. 

Both are members of the Antioch First Missionary 
Baptist Church. Lessie is a member of the Northwest 
Lioness Club, and Regional Director of Heroines of 
Jericho. She was secretary of the NAACP for 10 
years under L.A. Raibon, 2 years under Clarence 
Gray, and 2 years under Nathaniel Hankins. This 
June (1987) she was given an award for her 
outstanding service to the community from the 
NAACP State Chapter. She has served with the 
March of Dimes, The Cancer Society, the American 
Legion Auxiliary, and other civic organizations. She 
was president of the Rosary Reading and Art Club 
for 12 years. In 1986, she was named president 
emeritus. She served 10 years as financial secretary 
for the Stokes-Parker District, Rosary Reading and 
Art Club, and 10 years as recording secretary for the 
club. Lessie received a commendation award for 
services to the community at their Red Dress Tea, 
October 5, 1986. 


325 


She works for the Concho Valley Government 
Agency for the Aging. She had 16 hours of in-school 
training for ombudsman in San Antonio, 16 hours in 
Lubbock, 8 hours at Abilene, and 16 hours at San 
Angelo. She does about 8 hours volunteer work for 
ombudsman, a week. 

Leon died May 20, 1986. 

When I was talking with Lessie on September 
11, 1987, she said she was going to get a job two 
mornings a week so she would have something to 
do. 

by Marie Triplett Foster 


PAGE, ANDREW JACKSON and 
CATHERINE (WINDSOR) 


Andrew Jackson Page was born around 1824 in 
North Carolina, according to the Texas census 
records. He married Catherine Windsor, who was 
born around 1828, Blount County, Alabama. Her 
parents were James L. Windsor, a native of Kentucky, 
and Mary Bowerman of Tennessee. Mary’s father 
was born in Pennsylvania of German descent, 
married there, and later located in Tennessee. They 
moved to Alabama, where his wife died. 

He became a resident of Nacogdoches County, 
Texas, received one-third league of land, and died 
sometime after. He had one son who remained in 
Alabama, a son who moved to Arkansas, and Mary, 
his daughter, our subject. Mary and James L. had 
six children (not listed in order of birth): Eliza who 
married Arch Henry; Malinda who married V. 
Whitaker; Sally who married M. Brown who served 
at the battle of San Jacinto; Marston who was a 
Methodist preacher, served in the Indian War under 
General Rusk and died around 1894; Catherine who 
married Andrew J. Page; and Leonard. 

Andrew J. Page served in the Mexican War. He 
was mustered into service July 21, 1846, recruited 
at Matamoras, Mexico, and served in the Texas 
Mounted Volunteers under Mabry B. Gray Co. He 
was mustered out of service July 27, 1847. He was a 
second sergeant, age 24. 

Andrew Jackson Page and Catherine were cattle 
ranchers who came to Tom Green County in the late 
1800s. The 1880 Census shows them being here and 
the 1885 Standard-Times newspaper has an article 
about Grandma Page becoming ill after tending to 
her sick daughter, Jeanetta. 

After living in Tom Green County for several 
years, Andrew and Catherine moved to New Mexico. 
Catherine applied for his pension December 12, 
1891. She still lived in New Mexico at that time. 

Andrew Jackson Page and Catherine’s children 
were Jeanetta who married Francis Ayres Holliday, 
James D., Perkins, and Carrolite. Jeanetta married 
Frank in May 1870, in Texas. The 1870 Census for 
Victoria, Texas, showed James, Perkins, and 
Carrolite still living at home. 

by Brenda Elliott Sanders 


PARCHMAN, JAMES L. 


James L. Parchman was the second eldest of the 
twelve children of Whitfield Monroe Parchman and 
Mary Ellen Chism. Whitfield Monroe Parchman was 
born November 24, 1829, in Lawrence County, 
Tennessee, and he married Mary Ellen Chism in 
Beaumont, Gonzales County, Texas, on September 
7, 1854. She was born in Mississippi on October 7, 
18—. Whitfield Monroe was a Federal soldier in 
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James L. Parchman at his home in San Angelo on 
Tarver St. with his last saddle horse. He was a former 
law-man, freighter, and Texas Ranger. Picture about 
1935 


Woods Regiment, after being reared in Fayette 
County, Tennessee. He died on September 7, 1915, 
and his wife died on May 24, 1875. The twelve 
children of Whitfield Monroe Parchman and Mary 
Ellen (Chism) Parchman were: John W., born July 
28, 1855; James L., born November 24, 1856; 
Mariam, born October 28, 1858; Amelia L., born 
October 10, 1859; Ivy W., born September 13, 1861; 
Tomas J., born April 13, 1864; Robert W., born May 
1, 1866; Emma A., born November 3, 1867; Edward 
L., born October 18, 1871; Mary E., born January 
13, 1873; Gladden K., born May 25, 1874; Clifton 
Blair, born April 25, 1875. 

James Lemuel Parchman was born in Guadalupe 
County on November 24, 1856. When he was six 
years old, he mounted his first horse and spent most 
of his life thereafter in the saddle. He was breaking 
horses throughout his teens in Bee County and later 
served as a deputy sheriff at Beeville. In Bee County, 
he remembers hanging a man for murdering a friend 
and taking his team and a $600 draft. That’s the only 
hanging he ever witnessed and he certainly thought 
it was legal! 

James L. married Julia Ann Barclay on November 
28, 1877. She was born September 23, 1857, at 
Beeville in Bee County. They lived in Bee County 
at the time their first child was born. He was born on 
September 29, 1878, and they named him Whitfield 
McGee. Two years later, their daughter was born on 
the Crawsley Ranch in Kerr County, five miles from 
Harper, and they named her Mattie Verbenia. It was 
on February 29, 1880, a Leap Year. James William 
(Little Jim) was born May 24, 1882, at Beeville. 
Little Jim lived until March 10, 1884. Then Julia 
(Barclay) Parchman passed away on July 14, 1886, 
at Beeville. 

Mattie V. Parchman, their daughter, went to live 
with her Grandmother Barclay at Halletsville, after 
her mother died, and lived there until, at age 16, she 
came to visit her father, James L., where he was 
working on the 6-Mile Ranch out of Ft. McKavett, 
Texas, in 1896. There she met her future husband, 
Andrew Jackson Arnold, who was also working 
there. They were married a year later, on November 
25, 1897. Their children were: James Richard, 
born November 6, 1898, and died June 13, 1903; 
Gerald Wesley, born September 30, 1900, and died 
November 8, 1985; Edith Lois (Arnold) Freeman, 
born January 17, 1903, and died February 13, 1970; 
Adeline Olga (Arnold) Landers born December 12, 
1908; and Daniel Andrew Jackson Arnold born 
February 17, 1911. Mattie (Parchman) Arnold 
passed away on February 24, 1973, at the age of 92, 
and was buried in the Ft. McKavett Cemetery. 


Whitfield McGee Parchman left home at an early 
age. He was a Spanish American War veteran. He 
lived most of his life in California and never married. 
He died October 10, 1935, and was given a military 
funeral service in Spring Garden, California. 

James L. Parchman again married, this time to 
Julia A. Stutesman, on January 19, 1887. Julia was 
born August 8, 1868, near Little Rock, Arkansas. 
James was a constable in Kerr County for one term, 
then moved on to Ft. McKavett. There he became a 
deputy sheriff and later served as a ranch foreman in 
the area. James (better known as Jimmy) and his 
wife, Julia, moved to San Angelo where she resided 
while he was in the Texas Rangers. He served in the 
Texas Rangers during and after World War I under 
Captain Carol Bates. During this time he traveled 
around quite a lot on different cases and wrote some 
interesting letters home to his wife and his daughter. 
When he returned to San Angelo to stay, he operated 
a freight line from San Angelo for many years, 
traveling to Ft. McKavett and on to San Antonio, 
back by way of Ft. McKavett and then back to San 
Angelo. Back in those days, this took quite a long 
time for a round trip. Loaded, a fourteen-hour day 
was a “good” day’s travel. Later, he served as a peace 
officer in San Angelo before retiring. 

James L. Parchman and his wife Julia lived in 
their home at 904 Tarver Street and he kept his last 
saddle horse there in the lot and barn for as long as 
he was able. He and Julia celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on January 19, 1937, at their 
home with his daughter, Mattie, his grandchildren, 
some of his great-grandchildren, and friends. 

Jimmy died at home in 1940 and was followed a 
few months later by his wife. They are both buried 
in the San Angelo Fairmount Cemetery. Jimmy was 
a charter member of the Masonic Lodge at Ft. 
McKavett. 

James L. Parchman has a great-granddaughter 
living in San Angelo at this time, Mrs. Jack (Gerri 
Arnold) Morgan, and two great-grandchildren living 
in nearby Ballinger: Joe J. Freeman, Jr. and Mrs. 
Elmer (Edith A. Freeman) Hubbell. Other great- 
grandchildren include: Mrs. Lee (Carole Arnold) 
Speck of Menard, Texas; Charles L. Freeman, Daniel 
A. Freeman, Mrs. Olga Yvonne (Arnold) Meyer, and 
Mrs. Andra G. (Arnold) Stubbs, all of Houston, 
Texas; also Mrs. Robert David (Jane Arnold) Vaughn 
of Alvin, Texas; Daniel Arnold of Idaho Falls, 
Idaho; and Mrs. Calvin (Litane Landers) Kothmann 
of Ft. McKavett. 

by Mrs. Calvin (Litane) Kothmann 


PARKER, CHARLOTTE 
ELIZABETH and HOWARD 
RAYMOND ROWLAND 


Charlotte Elizabeth Parker was born September 
29, 1855, in Nashville, Arkansas, the daughter of 
John C. Parker and Mary Ann Gilbreath (Galbrith). 
In 1867, Charlotte accompanied by two brothers and 
one sister, traveled by covered wagon to San Saba. 
They were left orphans after their parents perished 
during a Civil War upheaval. Charlotte’s grand- 
mother was a Lee, first cousin to General Robert E. 
Lee. 

Howard Raymond Rowland was born in 
Northville, New York, the son of Emily Van Arnam 
and James A. Rowland, both of Dutch ancestry. 
Rowland enlisted in the Civil War at 17 years of age 
and was a member of the Fourth Regular Infantry, 
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Company F. He was present at General Lee’s 
surrender April 7, 1865, and was mustered out of 
the Army February 6, 1867, at Ft. Niagara, New York. 
Rowland drifted to Wisconsin, where he had a 
brother, then on to San Saba, Texas. 

Howard Rowland and Charlotte Parker were 
married February 4, 1873, in San Saba. Rowland was 
a builder and carpenter and while living in San 
Saba, three children were born to them: Emma (1874- 
1955) who married Oscar Preusser, son of San 
Angelo’s first mayor, J.G. Preusser; Clara (1875- 
1894), and Charlie (1878-1879) who died of typhoid 
fever. 

The couple decided to move to New Mexico and 
in 1879, they encamped near San Angela on a small 
hill a little south of East Harris Avenue. Three nights 
later, Indians stole their wagon and horses and they 
were stranded. They made their home on this spot 
until the flood of August 1882, when Ben Ficklin 
was washed away. As the waters rose they moved 
farther away to a house on what is now the corner of 
Magdalen and East Beauregard. In 1883, they moved 
into a home at 323 Koberlin, where they lived out 
their lives. Children born in San Angelo were: Rosa 
Lee (1881-1962), married Robert B. Austin; James 
R. (1883-1940), married Pearl Howe; Gertrude 


(1886-1974), married Charles Rau, and Lucy Mae 
(1889-1981). 

Until his retirement, Rowland continued working 
as a carpenter and had a part in building some of the 
outstanding residences and business establishments; 
to name a few: Central National Bank, First 
Presbyterian Church, the George J. Bird and C.W. 
Hobbs homes. 

It has always been a puzzle to family members as 
to why Charlotte, who had lost her parents and home 
to Yankee soldiers would then marry a New Yorker. 
The subject was never discussed and it evidently 
became too emotional for her to relive. All of 
Charlotte’s family treasures and records were 
destroyed and Rowland had not brought any with 
him. Grandchildren are busy trying to fit the pieces 
together. 

Charlotte and Raymond Rowland made many 
friends during their lifetime. Charlotte was known 
throughout her life as a Christian lady and was one 
of the charter members of the First Christian Church. 
She was a faithful and loving friend to all who knew 
her. The last 12 years of her life she was confined to 
bed with arthritis. Not one person ever heard her 
complain and pastors from many denominations 
came to visit, along with friends, all of whom came 
away with renewed strength. 

Rowland died February 24, 1923, and Charlotte 
died April 16, 1932. All members of this family are 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Charlotte Rau Pfluger and 
Dorothy Austin Dennis 


PARMER, GARY WILSON 


Gary Wilson and Connie Parmer, right, J.D. and 
Robbin Steward, at left 


Gary Wilson Parmer, son of Dewey and Engedi 
Parmer was born August 6, 1951, in San Angelo, 
Texas. He married Connie Mason Steward, daughter 
of Bill and Mildred Mason, on June 6, 1980, in the 
Veribest Baptist Church, Veribest. Connie was born 
in San Angelo, February 12, 1948. Their children 
are: J.D. Steward, born July 14, 1966; Robbin 
Steward, born May 2, 1968; Marla Gayle Parmer, 
born June 19, 1972; and Janice Belaine Parmer, born 
March 9, 1974. 

Gary grew up on the family farm at Veribest, 
Texas. He attended the school at Veribest and 
graduated from Wall High School, where he played 
football, basketball and baseball. He worked for John 
Deere Implement Co. as a mechanic for two years. 
He began farming with his dad in 1971. 

Connie grew up in San Angelo, Texas, and 
graduated from San Angelo Central High School. 


Marla Gayle and Janice Belaine Parmer 


She was employed as cashier at Leddy Boot and 
Saddle Shop for a number of years. After she moved 
to Veribest, she worked as bookkeeper at the Veribest 
Gin, then went to the Tom Green County Water 
Control and Improvement District #1 as secretary 
and is still employed there. She is an artist and has 
had several shows, one at the Angelo State University 
Houston Harte Building. 

After Gary and Connie married, Gary was 
employed at International Truck and Tractor Co., in 
San Angelo, Texas. Gary went into farming full-time 
in 1981. The couple bought a home on the Mereta 
Road and moved in 1986. 

The family attends Veribest Baptist Church, where 
Connie teaches a Young Married Couples class. 
Gary is a great hand at barbecuing and keeps the 
family supplied with game. He hunts deer, turkey, 
quail, dove and pheasant in season and keeps the 
deep freeze stocked. 

J.D. and Robbin attended Veribest school and both 
graduated from Wall High School. J.D. spent a year 
as a Foreign Exchange student in South Africa. The 
family was host to a Foreign Exchange student from 
South Africa for three months. She spent Christmas 
with the family in 1984. Marla and Jan Parmer at- 
tend Wall School and live six miles east of San 
Angelo where they reside with their mother, Paula 
(Moorman) and Dee Sims. They are very active, 
serving as cheerleaders, being in band, and attending 
dancing classes. Marla is a 10th grader and Jan is in 
the 8th grade. 

by Engedi Parmer 


PARMER, MATTHEW 
DEWEY, SR. 


December 1, 1917, in Ellison Hall, Miles, 
(Runnels County) Texas, Matthew Dewey Parmer 
and Linda Weiss were married. Dewey was born 
October 13, 1900, to S.E. and Amanda Parmer. Linda 
was born October 8, 1899, to Joe and Ida Weiss. Their 
two sons were; Ernest Joseph Parmer who married 
Mamie (Sally) Montgomery on December 30, 1950, 
and Matthew Dewey Parmer, Jr., who married 
Engedi Parmer on February 17, 1945. They had five 
grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. 
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Matthew Dervey Parmer, Sr. and Linda Weiss Parmer 


Dewey and Linda moved to Tom Green County 
in 1926 and settled on a farm he bought from the 
late C.H. Rathje. It was located 5 miles southwest of 
Veribest, fronting on the Mereta Road. Dewey and 
Linda farmed, doing all the work themselves, until 
E.J. and Dewey, Jr. were born, then she became a 
full-time mother. Dewey later began to run sheep, 
leasing land for this purpose and became a well 
recognized sheep buyer in the area. Linda was a 
homemaker and very devoted mother. The boys 
remember her standing at the stove for hours at a 
time, making fried pies for them and all the boys’ 
friends for miles around. 


Row 


L-R: Dewey Parmer, Jr. and E.J. Parmer 


328 


In 1946 they built one of the first homes in the 
area from the Austin Stone that was coming in from 
South Texas. Dewey had interest in a small farm in 
Bell County and always enjoyed going back there 
for the Parmer family reunions. Linda’s father came 
to this country from Germany and settled in Gillespie 
County, marrying Linda’s mother there. She loved 
to visit family and she spoke German beautifully. 

Dewey died in October 1966 and Linda died in 
September 1975. They are buried in Lawnhaven 
Memorial Gardens. A son, E.J. Parmer, died 
February 1977. 

by Engedi Parmer 


PARMER, MATTHEW 
DEWEY, JR. 


Engedi (Wilson) and Matthew Dewey Parmer, Jr. 


Matthew Dewey Parmer, Jr., was born May 17, 
1925, in Miles (Runnels County), Texas. His parents 
were the late Matthew Dewey, Sr. and Linda Parmer. 
February 17, 1945, he married Engedi Parmer, 
daughter of William Floyd (Jack) and Lydia Wilson 
of Mereta. They had three children and they are; 
Thiry Ann Parmer who married George Ivy Neill, 
Patsy Elaine Parmer who married Kenneth Gary 
Phinney and Gary Wilson Parmer who married 
Connie Mason Steward. 

After their marriage, Dewey and Engedi lived 4 
miles southwest of Veribest in a home they built 
with the help of an uncle, Ben Helwig. Dewey was 
renting farm land from his dad, and had just paid 
down on his first tractor. As time went on they 
expanded and in the sixties bought ranch land in 
Schleicher and Mitchell counties. 

They built a home on the Victor Mika farm which 
they bought in 1959. They moved into their home in 
April of 1961, and rebuilt a barn in 1975 that was 
destroyed by a tornado that year. 

Dewey is a member of the Veribest Methodist 
Church. He has served on the Veribest School Board 
and he and Engedi were members of the PTA in the 
1950s and ’60s. He was elected to the Tom Green 
County Water Control Improvement District #1 
Board from 1978-1983. He served as vice-president 
in 1979-81 and president in 1982-83. He is amember 
of the Texas Cattleman Association. 
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Thiry Ann Parmer, Gary Wilson Parmer and Patsy 
Elaine Parmer 


Engedi is a member of the Veribest Baptist Church 
and has taught Sunday School for twenty years. She 
served as an officer in the local PTA and is an active 
member of the Texas Extension Homemakers’ 
Association, having served four years on the state 
board. She worked as part-time secretary for Judge 
Edd B. Keyes for twelve years, until he was killed 
in an automobile accident in January of 1987. 

When the drought began in the 1950s, Dewey and 
Engedi went into San Angelo for employment. 
Dewey measured land for the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASCS) and 
Engedi went to work in the County Clerk’s office 
until she retired in the fall of 1961. The rains came 
again and Dewey was back on the farm in 1958. Their 
life is ranching and farming and their roots are in 
the soil. Their family is their joy and delight. 


by Engedi Parmer 


PATE, JERALD MYRON and 
LELIA (AYERS) 


Jerald Myron Pate was born September 17, 1921, 
in Voss, Texas, the son of Wylie and Lela Pate of 
Veribest. He was married September 17, 1945, to 
Lelia May Ayers, born January 9, 1928, San Angelo, 
the second daughter of A.E. Ayers. The ceremony 
took place at the Wylie and Lela Pate farm, Veribest. 
Jerald was still in the 13th Airborne Division, U.S. 
Army, but got out in December 1945. Lelia sold 
shoes at Barnes’ in San Angelo. 

Jerald and Lelia have five children: Twins born in 
San Angelo, Darylene and Cherylene, February 1, 
1947; Deborah Faye born July 2, 1954, in Los 
Angeles, California; Chandra Kay born September 
13, 1956, in Los Angeles; and Myron Todd born 
August 28, 1963, in San Angelo. 

Darylene married Joseph K. Sheldon (born 
October 24, 1939, son of Joseph and Elna Sheldon 
in Modesto, California) in 1969 at Day Methodist 
Church, San Angelo. Their three children were born 
in San Angelo: Darren Kyle, January 24, 1970; Jody 
Daryl, September 9, 1973; Joi Darylene, February 
4, 1980. The family lives on acreage on Eola Road. 
Joe is retired from the Air Force, now working for 
General Telephone in computers. Darylene teaches 
chemistry at Central High School in San Angelo. 
Their children go to school at Wall, Texas. 

In 1966, Cherylene married Robert S. Price (born 
June 9, 1944, son of Frank and Lula Bell Price) in 
San Angelo at Day Methodist Church. They have 
three children: Shellane, August 14, 1973; Robin 
Sharmane, January 22, 1973; Robert Sterling, August 
22, 1975, all born in San Angelo. Cherylene taught 
the fourth grade at Glenmore, and Robert teaches 


biology at Central High School. They live on acreage 
at the home place of Wylie and Lela Pate farm, 
Veribest. Their children go to school at Glenmore, 
Edison, and Angelo State University. 

In 1973, Deborah Faye married Calvin D. 
Boatright (born October 17, 1952, son of Calvin 
and Rene Boatright). They have three children, all 
born in San Angelo: Jennifer Lee, March 11, 1975; 
Amy Beth born March 4, 1977; Wendy Kay, 
November 9, 1979. Deborah taught first grade at 
Glenmore; Calvin works as an insurance adjuster 
for Texas Farm Bureau. The three girls go to school 
at Veribest. They live on acreage of the Wylie and 
Lela Pate farm. 

In 1977, Chandra Kay married Christopher M. 
Mullen, first son of John Mullen and Maurene Smee, 
San Angelo. They have four children; Christopher 
Michael, September 15, 1978; Chantal Leigh, 
October 7, 1980; Cassandra Kay, April 22, 1982; 
Chelsea Michelle, September 12, 1983, all born in 
San Angelo. Chandra has a teaching certificate from 
Angelo State University. Chris is an official at the 
Coca-Cola Plant, Tulsa, Oklahoma. They live in 
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. 

Myron Todd has a degree in refrigeration and is 
also a good welder. He has acreage and resides on 
the Wylie and Lela Pate farm in Veribest. 

Jerald and Lelia farmed at Veribest from 1949- 
1951. Because of the drought, he went into 
construction, welding, and carpet laying in 
California. In 1956-61, he was back to farming and 
cow trading in Veribest. He has been disabled since 
injuries received during World War II. He joined 
Alcoholics Anonymous August 1, 1968, where he 
found himself. He has been able to help many suf- 
fering alcoholics, attending many AA conferences, 
and spreading the word by taping the speakers. 
Lelia’s interests are her children, grandchildren, and 
church. Jerald and Lelia live in San Angelo. 

by Wanda Dickson 


PATE, WYLIE and LELA (REX) 


Wie Pate 


Lela (Rex) Pate 


Wylie Pate loved people, regardless of age. At 16 
years, he was full grown in size. He and two brothers, 
Will and Ed, could pick a bale of cotton per day. 

He enjoyed being a Methodist, “Love the Lord,” 
wanting everyone to know God’s love. 

He enjoyed working with livestock and horses. 
By the time he was 21, he had his own rodeo and 
Wild West Show which he took all over Texas. He 
stated he would give $100 to anyone, if he could 
ride these horses. He sold horses into Mexico to 
Pancho Villa before World War I. He was one of the 
first in Coleman County to join the Army in the first 
World War. He landed in Le Havre, France beach, 
then to Germany with the 90th Division Cavalry. He 
had mustard gas poisoning, causing trouble with his 
stomach for years. He always said, Lela saved his 
life with her good cooking and “‘care-love.” 

Wylie Marion Pate was born January 3, 1893, in 
Comanche, Texas, the second son of Azariah and 
Sara Pate of Voss, Texas. Lela A. Rex was born June 
17, 1901, in Oklahoma Indian Territory, the 
daughter of Ada Bell and J.M. (J.R.) Rex of Veribest, 
Texas. Wylie had five brothers: Will, Ed, Tom, Issit, 
and Wilson Pate. He had three sisters, Annie Ledford, 
Birdie Pitt, and Margaret Isby. 

Lela had five sisters: Maudie, Ruth, Alene, Elgene, 
and Verine Rex. She had two brothers: Hubert Rex 
and Robert Rex. 

Wylie and Lela moved to Voss, Texas. It did not 
rain, they lost the ranch lease, cow prices went down, 
daughter Katherine Pate was stillborn October 21, 
1920. Jerald Myron Pate was born September 17, 
1921. 

In the spring of 1922, Wylie and brothers Tom 
and Ed took horses and wagons to Rosemount, 
Colorado, where Wylie and Lela intended to 
homestead. Lela and Jerald went by train, Lela’s first 
train ride. When they arrived, there were two feet of 
snow on the ground. Wylie picked Lela and Jerald 
up and carried them to the wagon and horses. They 
lived in a dugout. Wylie logged trees and hauled them 
to the mill, one day up and a day down. They stayed 
two years. The “ranch wars” were on, burning each 
other out and killing. Wylie, Lela and Jerald were in 
the covered wagon going back to Texas, with chicken 


wire on the back of the wagon to keep Jerald from 
falling out. 

Wylie then started building roads in the Lubbock, 
Texas, area. He built Lela a first wagon house. She 
had a wood stove, table on one end, bed with trundle 
on the other end. She cooked for a crew of 10 or 12 
men. Lela was tired of road building in two years. 
She and Jerald came home to Veribest, to the J.R. 
Rex home. Wylie came home six weeks later and 
bought 320 acres by his father-in-law. Daughter 
Dorothy Faye Pate was born September 17, 1928, 
and died October 11, 1930. Wanda Lou Pate was 
born January 21, 1930. 

Wylie was a good farmer. He always said he did 
not own the farm — the farm owned him and Lela. 
Even then he believed in crop rotation. He stated he 
was only taking care of the land for the Lord, hoping 
his family would live on the land. He always wanted 
a red rock house. An old friend from Coleman, 
McIntire, built it and the family moved in January 
1936. 

He planted the first pecan trees on the Lipan Flat. 
The men at the cotton gin laughed. Maybe his 
grandchildren would eat pecans. He had the best 
laugh. He had some of the best trees and nuts. He 
loved eating pecans and pecan pies (Lela made the 
best) and giving quarts and gallons of shelled pecans 
away each year. He also had some of his pecans 
named. He would carry in his pants pocket two 
pecans, one small hard pecan that he called a 
Republican, and a large pecan was a Democrat. Wylie 
was a strong Democrat. 

For the last 30 to 35 years of his life, he was known 
as the chew gum man. He was always offering a stick 
of gum, asking were you old enough to chew, regard- 
less of age. 

Jerald Pate married Lelia Ayres. 

Lela and Wylie were charter members in the 
Methodist Church at Veribest. Both worked hard to 
have a good school at Veribest. Jerald graduated out 
of the 10th grade. San Angelo school, at that time 
had 11 grades. 

Lela loves her family, home, and friends. She 
sewed for herself, daughter, and granddaughters at 
her home, and she always had something good 
cooked. 

by Wanda Dickson 


PATTERSON, HENRY 
STERLING and 
MARY ANN (KELLEY) 


Henry Sterling Patterson was born June 18, 1892, 
in Bell County, between Bartlett and Holland, Texas, 
at a community called Pecan. He was the seventh 
child of ten children born to Andrew Jackson 
Patterson (June 29, 1849 - September 27, 1937) and 
Delilah Housewright (October 6, 1858 - March 3, 
1934). He enlisted in the United States Marine Corps 
on January 13, 1913, and was honorably discharged 
on June 10, 1914. 

He met Mary Ann Kelley in Bartlett and they were 
married November 1, 1914. Mary Ann was born 
August 31, 1896, in Heidenheimer, Texas. She was 
the daughter of James Duncan Kelley (December 
14, 1869 - February 14, 1946) and Sarah Lucinda 
Cehand (September 2, 1877 - September 29, 1948). 
Sterling and Ann lived in Summer Mills, a 
community close to Bartlett, where he worked in the 
flour mill. 
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Henry Sterling Patterson and Mary Anne Kelley 
Patterson 


Five children were born to this marriage. Margaret 
Elizabeth (June 23, 1915 - January 13, 1987) married 
William Seale Hawkins; Katherine (died at birth); 
Henry Theodore “Buster” (July 8, 1919-) married 
Dorothy Irene Jackson; Eloise (October 25, 1921-) 
married Marion Clifford Oviatt; James Sterling 
(May 15, 1925-) married Hettie Katherine Bates. 

The family moved to San Angelo in 1929. Sterling 
was General Sales Manager for the Reliable Life 
Insurance Association, located at 30 West Twohig 
Avenue where the Spur Parking Garage is now 
located. 

Their home was at 1909 West Concho Avenue 
(now 1859 West Concho). While the family was 
shopping for school clothes one Saturday, the house 
burned down. The family lost everything, but friends 
and merchants came to their aid. 

The depression hit, and like so many other 
families, everything was lost but the household 
goods. In 1932, the family moved to Temple, then 
Austin. Sterling worked at various jobs; among them 
was selling mail-order suits and curtains for school 
auditoriums. 

In 1939, Sterling and his son, Buster, opened an 
office supply store in Corpus Christi. When World 
War II broke out, the two sons were drafted. Buster 
was sent to the Pacific area and James Sterling was 
sent to the European area. Ann had been a housewife, 
but she started working in the business to help keep 
it going while the boys were gone. She continued 
working until she became ill with cancer. She died 
June 29, 1954. 

Sterling then married Mildred Ashley Holland in 
1955. He died March 1, 1971, and is buried beside 
Ann in Seaside Memorial Cemetery in Corpus 
Christi. 

They served their Lord and master faithfully. He 
was a Bible class teacher, Deacon and Elder at 
Furman Avenue Church of Christ, which relocated 
and is now Weber Road Church of Christ. 

by Mrs. J.S. Patterson 


330 


PATTERSON, JAMES 
STERLING and HETTIE 
KATHERINE (BATES) 


James Sterling Patterson was born May 15, 1925, 
in Temple, Texas, the fifth child of Henry Sterling 
Patterson and Mary Ann Kelley. The family moved 
to San Angelo, Texas, in 1929. Sterling attended first 
grade at Santa Rita Elementary School and his 
teacher was Miss Austin. 

The family moved back to Temple in 1932, then 
to Austin. In 1939, his father and brother opened an 
office supply business in Corpus Christi, Texas. They 
had already gone to Corpus Christi and when the 
movers came for the furniture, the family rode in 
the moving van. 

Sterling did not work in the family business but 
worked in grocery stores on Saturdays. He would 
work from 8:00 Saturday morning to 1:00 Sunday 
morning for $1.75. He graduated from high school 
in May of 1943 and was drafted, reporting for duty 
on October 7, 1943. His basic training was at Ft. 
Sill, Oklahoma, training for the Field Artillery. He 
was reassigned to the 18th Replacement Depot. He 
served in England, France, Germany, and Belgium. 
He was discharged at Ft. Smith, Arkansas, on June 
25, 1946, having reached the rank of T4. Upon 
returning to Corpus Christi, he began working for 
his father and brother. 

Hettie Katherine Bates was born December 1, 
1929, in Brenham, Texas. She is the daughter of 
Robert Emery Bates, Sr. (April 2, 1901 - May 13, 
1974) and Maye Victoria Fausett (July 11, 1904-). 
From Brenham, the family moved to Arp, Texas, and 
in 1939 they moved to Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Sterling and Katherine met at church and were 
married December 1, 1947, in the home of the 
preacher, Wilbur H. White. They have three children: 
Hettie Katherine "Kitty’’ (December 28, 1948-) 
married David Wayne Hasty; James Randall (July 
7, 1951-) married Kathy Hasty, divorced; Scott Allan 
(September 23, 1955-). They have three grand- 
children: Ron Shannon Hasty, David Jason Hasty, 
and Darin Wade Hasty. 

In 1963, the family moved to San Angelo, Texas, 
where Sterling opened an office supply store at 31- 
B West Twohig. Ira E. Redkey started working with 
him from the first day, and is still with the company 
today. 

Sterling was a member of the Downtown Lions 
Club and the Grape Creek Lions Club, now defunct. 
He has been a deacon in the Church of Christ in 
Brownsville, Corpus Christi and San Angelo. He is 
presently serving as an elder at Colorado and Jackson 
Street Church of Christ. 

Katherine has been a Camp Fire Girl leader, 
bookkeeper for the business, and is now employed 
as a secretary for the Church of Christ. She is 
interested in genealogy and served as treasurer for 
the San Angelo Genealogical Society from May 1984 
to May1988. 


by J.S. Patterson 


PATTON, REBECCA 
SUZANNE (BEARDEN) 


Rebecca Suzanne (Becky) Bearden, daughter of 
Robert C. and Drusilla Jones Bearden, was born 
January 20, 1947, in Bryan, Texas. Some of her early 
memories are of big trucks and drilling rigs and of 


Rebecca §. Bearden, member of “The Delamont 
Singers,” Nashville, Tenn., in 1972 


living in oil company camps in West Texas and New 
Mexico. Becky attended schools in Midland, where 
she sang “country alto” in choir and played cello in 
both the school and the Symphony orchestras. She 
took piano lessons but taught herself guitar, and 
enjoyed entertaining. She copyrighted her first song 
in 1962 and that same year sang with two teenage 
“rock” bands. Becky enjoyed her church and, in 
1962, was one of 17 teenagers, plus sponsors, who 
took a “mission vacation” and held Bible schools 
and took church census in Eugene-Springfield, 
Oregon. They came home via the Seattle World’s 
Fair and the Grand Canyon, eating fresh Oregon 
cherries en route. Another fond memory is of 12 Girl 
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Rebecca Bearden entertaining for a State meeting 
of nurses in City Park - 1965 


Scouts, from the same Brownie Troop, having fund- 
raising projects through their junior year in high 
school. These funded ten unforgettable days of 
singing, surfing, and sight-seeing in Hawaii. 

In 1964, Becky wrote and sang campaign songs 
for Ed Foreman’s first Congressional campaign in 
West Texas. She was invited to sing when Senator 
Goldwater campaigned for President in Midland, and 
she also sang when other Republicans spoke there. 
In the summer of 1965, Becky taught guitar at 
Midland YMCA and that fall she entered Central 
High School at San Angelo. She graduated in 1966 
and enrolled at Angelo State University, where she 
studied music and pledged Gamma Chi Sorority. She 
helped organize and gave radio programs for Tom 
Green County Young Americans for Freedom that 
fall. From 1965 to 1968, Becky gave programs for 
political, church and civic groups and enjoyed 
demonstrating guitars at rodeo exhibits for McMillan 
Music. 

Rebecca was a singer/guitarist/writer from 1968 
to 1970 with the “Swingin’ Gait,” a group that 
entertained at the Country Dinner Playhouse in 
Dallas. In 1968 and again in 1970 Rebecca 
campaigned with Congressman Ed Foreman in New 
Mexico and, in 1970, she lived in Washington, D.C. 
with the Foreman family and worked in Ed’s office. 
In 1971, Rebecca joined “The Delamonts,” a gospel 
group based in Nashville, as a singer/guitarist, and 
they toured the United States. They appeared on the 
same stage as Chill Wills, Paul Harvey, Mel Tillis, 
the Happy Goodman Family, the Oak Ridge Boys, 
and others. They recorded a gospel album, but dis- 
banded when Del Delamont joined Marty Robbins. 

Rebecca returned to San Angelo and was the first 
woman test driver hired by Goodyear. Also, she 
copyrighted about 30 songs for our Missing in Action 
and Prisoners of War, and worked closely with Mr. 
Al Chapin and Operation MIA/POW at the local and 
state levels. Rebecca took a business course in 1977 
and became a directory compilator for General 
Telephone. She married Robert W. Patton in 1979 
and became a homemaker. The Pattons are owners 
of a small business. 

Mrs. Patton is a member of the Texas Society of 
Mayflower Descendants, of Pocahontas Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, is active in 
her church and has become a student of the impact 
of recent social changes on our way of life. 

by Drusilla J. Bearden 


PAUL, CHARLES T. 


Charles Thomas Paul was born March 2, 1880, at 
Paul’s Store, Texas, east of Shelbyville, Shelby 
County. He was the youngest of the six children of 
W.A. and Delilah Paul. W.A. Paul was of French 
descent; his wife’s family was Irish. The community 
of Paul’s Store was named for W.A. Paul, a 
Confederate veteran and a second cousin of 
Alexander Hamilton Stephens, vice-president of the 
Confederacy. After his military service, W.A. Paul 
continued the family’s farming and established a 
gristmill, a cotton gin, and a blacksmith shop at Paul’s 
Store. In 1900 he relocated his family in West Texas 
and began ranching in San Angelo. 

Following his graduation from Timpson High 
School in 1901, Charles T. Paul entered the 
University of Texas, where he was a resident of the 
old B. Hall and was one of the founders of the 


Charles Thomas Paul - 1911 


Gamma Iota Chapter of Delta Tau Delta social 
fraternity. Mr. Paul completed two years of university 
academic work and one year of law school before 
returning to his family in San Angelo. In 1911 he 
married Minnie Elizabeth Hunter, daughter of 
widowed Mrs. M.E. Hunter of San Angelo. They had 
three children: Minnie Lila Paul (1913), Ruina 
Stephens Paul (1914), and Elsie Mae Paul (1919). 
As areal estate developer, Mr. Paul became a civic 
leader, helping to establish the Lake View area north 
of the city. He and his family were active members 
of the First Presbyterian Church of San Angelo. In 
1909 he was elected mayor of San Angelo, and in 
1913 he was elected county judge of Tom Green 
County. He served three terms as county judge, the 
last two without opposition. He also helped organize 
and became a director of Central National Bank of 
San Angelo. Following a brief period of residence 
in Mexia during the oil boom, Mr. Paul and his family 
moved to Dallas, and he entered the real estate 
business there. He was associated for a number of 
years with J.W. Lindsley & Company and later with 
his own firm of Paul and Graham. In 1947 Minnie 
Elizabeth Paul died in Dallas, Texas. Later, Mr. Paul 
married Mrs. Irene Morgan Smith. Mr. Paul died in 
1961. 

The daughters of Charles T. Paul and Minnie 
Elizabeth Paul each married. Minnie Lila Paul and 
Allen Duckworth were the parents of Paula O. 
Duckworth (1940) and Allen M. Duckworth (1945- 
1959). Ruina Stephens Paul and John G. Outland 
were the parents of John H. Outland (1945) and 
Karen Outland (1949). Elsie Mae Paul and E. Hoyle 
Graham were the parents of Elizabeth H. Graham 
(1941) and Steven P. Graham (1945). In addition to 
his daughter, Mrs. Outland (Dallas), and five living 
grandchildren, are Mr. Paul’s four great-grand- 
children, daughters of Elizabeth Graham Hodges and 
Harold Hampton Hodges, III of Paris, Texas: Hazel 
Elizabeth Hodges (1963), Elsie Dashiell Hodges 
(1965), Holly Hester Hodges (1969), and Harolyn 
Ingram Hodges (1974). 

by Paula Duckworth 


PAYNE, DAVID RAY and 
CHARLENE (McDONALD) 


Charlene McDonald (Payne) 1965 with her parents 
and brother and sisters: Front row: Lto R: Roseanna 
and Sharon. Middle L to R: Charlene and Robert. 
Back row L to R: Connie (Logan), Charles, and 
Leona 


David, Charlene, and Jason. Katrina seated in 
Charlene’s lap 


Charlene McDonald was born August 28, 1954, 
in San Angelo, the second child born to Charles Roy 
and Connie (Logan) McDonald. In 1960, Charlene 
started first grade at Fairview School. The family 
moved to the Lake View area where she attended 
Goliad, Lake View Junior High and graduated from 
Lake View High School in 1972. 

Charlene and David Ray Payne were married 
September 16, 1972, in San Angelo. David was born 
March 13, 1949, to Itha Mae and David Oris Payne. 

David and Charlene’s first child, Jason Daniel, was 
born December 13, 1978, in San Angelo. Katrina 
Deann was born March 12, 1983, in San Angelo. 

Charlene has been employed by Newsfoto since 
1972. David has his own business, Payne’s 
Construction. 

by Charlene Payne 


PAYNE, DAVID VERNON 


David Vernon Payne was born at Clyde, 
December 17, 1910, about three years after his 
parents, William Benton Payne and Lydia Mae 
McElmurray, were married at her home near Trent. 
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They farmed a tract near his father’s at Clyde; later 
they farmed near Trent. 

William Payne took a job for a year with the Texas 
and Pacific Railroad maintenance shop at Big Spring. 
When Vernon was four, the family moved to New 
Mexico to homestead 160 acres. The Texas state line 
was their east boundary. Knowles, New Mexico, was 
the post office, six miles west. 

Vernon remembered living in a dugout and getting 
acquainted with sand, grass burrs, and rattlesnakes. 
His parents worked hard and soon had a livable 
homestead. When Vernon was six, and his brother 
Woodrow Walter was four, their mother was 
expecting again. A well-to-do man coveted the place 
and paid William $1,000 and a Model T Ford car to 
relinquish the claim. 

William and his brother Delbert went looking 
farther west. They soon came back with the first pine 
needles the family had ever seen, and the news that 
William had bought a tract near the mountains and 
Capitan, New Mexico. The rocky, 200-mile journey 
began in April 1917. Vernon drove their few cows; 
William drove the covered wagon, and his wife Lydia 
drove the car ahead to make camp and have a meal 
ready. Three days after the family reached the sod- 
covered jacal, the baby Daymon was born. 

Vernon grew up and married Ila Mae Scarborough, 
daughter of Jessie Lonzo Scarborough and Hattie 
Lee Clepper, who married in Coke County and lived 
at Sanco community. 

Vernon followed two careers concurrently; 
entrepreneur and writer. He moved his family to San 
Angelo in 1953, having traded a ranch in New 
Mexico for city property here. He became a dealer 
for the “Wonder Building,” which was of trussless 
arch construction. He and his son Norman built a 
demonstration building at 1212 North Bell Street. 
As Payne Equipment Company, he became the Ford 
Tractor and Implement dealer. He introduced to this 
area the Sherman Digger, which became instantly 
popular for irrigation projects and cemetery work. 

As a writer, Vernon epitomized his years in New 
Mexico in Songs of Lincoln County and other Cycle- 
Flame publications. He researched the lives of 
“Brushy Bill” Roberts of Hico, Texas, who claimed 
to be the real Billy the Kid; and S.T. “Booger Red” 
Privett, a legend in the Wild West Show business. 
Vernon published a genealogy of the Privett family 
in the Avalon Dispatch, which is available in the Tom 
Green County library. 

by Vernon Payne 
(condensed by Oressa Martin) 


PAYNE, HERMAN RUSSELL 
and ILLA FAYE 


Herman Russell (born June 15, 1924) was the third 
child born to Jake and Lorenia Payne of Harriett. 
Russell attended Harriett and Miles School before 
joining the Air Force in 1942. He returned from the 
military, met and married Illa Faye Williams, born 
May 6, 1930, the daughter of W.N. Williams of 
Harriett. They lived in Tom Green County for several 
years where their children were born. Russell and 
Illa Faye moved their family to Irving, Texas, where 
Russell was a contractor and builder. The children 
attended school there. They then moved to 
Comanche, where Russell pastored a church and the 
children attended Comanche School. They returned 
to the metroplex where they reside today and Russell 
pastors a church in west Dallas. Russell and Illa Faye 
have four children. 
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Herman Russell, Jr. “Buddy” was born July 19, 
1948. He married Joy Lee Nixon on June 3, 1967, 
and they have three children: Brandy Lee, born 
November 23, 1968; Brook, born June 30, 1970; and 
Bradley. 

Charles Richard “Dickey” was born June 17, 1951. 
On March 6, 1970, he married Mary Ann Hicks, who 
was born June 4, 1951. Their children are Jarrett 
Russell, born November 30, 1970, and Kelly Anne, 
born September 18, 1972. 

Carol Ranae was born July 10, 1953. On June 28, 
1975, she married Herman Harold Pruitt, born 
November 27, 1948. Their children are Harold 
Russell, born July 19, 1967; Michael J., born July 
18, 1970; William Heath, born April 18, 1972; and 
Heather Renae, born June 4, 1976. 

George Randall “Randy” was born August 15, 
1956. On October 23, 1976, he married Deborah 
Linn Rogers, who was born September 1, 1957. Their 
daughter, Crystal Renee, was born July 21, 1979. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


PAYNE, IRA LEE and 
KATHRYN 


Ira Lee Payne, born April 18, 1928, was the fifth 
child born to Jake and Lorenia Payne of Harriett. Ira 
attended school at Harriett and Miles before joining 
the Army. He served several tours before leaving the 
military. He worked several years as a carpenter. He 
met and married Kathryn Priscilla Childers, born 
December 29, 1940. The family lived at Rockport, 
Liberty, and Hutto before returning to Miles where 
they live today. 

Their children are Daniel Ray, born November 19, 
1963; Ronnie Lee, born December 10, 1966; and 
Lorena Mae, born June 29, 1968. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


PAYNE, JACOB CALVIN and 
LORENIA MAY 


Jacob Calvin Payne and Lorena Mae Sexton Payne 


Jacob Calvin Payne, Sr. (Jake) was the sixth child 
born to Tom Sterling and Minnie Lee Hausenflunk 
Payne in Indian Territory near Ardmore, Oklahoma, 
on September 17, 1896. In search of a better way of 
life, the Paynes traveled to Oklahoma from 
Williamson County, Texas, around 1894-95, and 
lived there a short time before returning to Nolan 
County, Texas. Tom and Minnie traded their farm in 
Nolan County and traveled to Irion County, Texas, 
near Sherwood, where they owned a place on the 
Spring Creek before trading that place for a farm 
near Harriett. Jake and his brothers worked on the 
Bar-S Ranch near Sherwood. 


- + 
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This picture was taken in 1917 on the Bar S Ranch which is located between Mertzon and Barnhart, Texas. 


The cook shack (dog house) is in the background. 


Left to right: (1) Tracy White. (2) Jinx Williams (Foreman’s sister-in-law). (3) Unknown. (4) Claude Ditmore. 
(5) Mr. Barber. (6) Eddy Broyles. (7) Uncle Jim Alexander (Wagon Boss). (8) Jacob Calvin Payne. (9) Fan 
Stidham (windmill man) (Evelyn Payne’s brother). (10) Joe Harkins and son. (11) Woman in car did house- 
work. She is holding Garner's daughter. (12) T. H. Garner (Foreman). (13) Mrs. Garner. 

All of the sons of Thomas Sterling and Minnie Lee Payne worked on the Bar S Ranch before moving to 
Harriett Community in 1915. 


James Dixon and Anna Laura Ross Sexton 
traveled across the hill country from Belton County 
to San Saba County, where Lorenia Mae was born 
July 28, 1901. They settled in Rudd, a small 
community near Eldorado, where Lorenia attended 
school, then moved onto a ranch with Grandma Ross 
closer to Eldorado before settling on a farm near 
Harriett in 1915, just west of the Payne place. 

Jake and Lorenia shared 58 years of married life 
together, rearing a family of nine. Jake died June 14, 
1978, after a lengthy illness and is buried in the 
Lawnhaven cemetery south of San Angelo. 

Lorenia Mae has celebrated her 86th birthday and 
resides in the Robert Lee Nursing Home. 

The children born in Tom Green County are: 
James Sterling (Jim), born December 13, 1920, 
married April 3, 1942 in El Paso to Lena Christene 
Horner, born April 23,1925. Their children are 
Jimmie laDell, born January 26, 1943, and Sharon 
Sue, born January 4, 1947. 

Geneva B., born December 11, 1922, married 
January 4, 1943, to Joseph Homer Holden, born 
July 26, 1916, and died March 31, 1981. Their 
children are Gene Elaine, born June 2, 1944, and 
Bettye Lorenia, born May 28, 1946. 

Herman Russell, Sr., born June 15, 1924, married 
July 20, 1947, to Illa Faye Williams, born May 6, 
1930. Their children are: Herman Russell, Jr., born 
July 19, 1948; Charles Richard, born June 17, 1951, 
Carol Ranae, born July 10, 1953, and George 
Randall, born August 15, 1956. 

Tom Ellis, born May 11, 1926, married June 15, 
1946, to Audell Jeacks, born March 24, 1927. Their 
children are Robert Ellis, born April 24, 1947; Gary 
Allen, born November 16, 1948; Jackie Lynn, born 
March 9, 1950; Thomas Lee, born October 3, 1951; 
Billy Ray, born May 5, 1954; and James Timothy, 
born November 5, 1956. 

Ira Lee, born April 18, 1928, married March 14, 
1964, to Kathyrn Priscilla Childers, born December 
29, 1940. Their children are Daniel Ray, born 
November 19, 1963; Ronnie Lee, born December 
10, 1966, and Lorena Mae, born June 29, 1968. 

J.C. Jr., born April 24, 1933, married September 
7, 1957, to Carolyn Jean Daniel, born September 5, 
1942. Their children are Lori Michal, born 
September 6, 1959, Robby Roelyn, born September 
16, 1961, Calvin Wade, born January 14, 1965, and 
Shelton Lee, born November 2, 1967. 

Ima Jean, born August 28, 1930, married 
November 5, 1949, to Andrew Josh Johnson, born 
September 20, 1927. Child: Melody Jeanne Johnson, 
born September 26, 1950, married June 27, 1970, to 
Keith Stacy Allen, born December 18, 1949. 

Shirley Ruth, born October 26, 1935, married 
April 19, 1958, to Donald Edwin Smelley, born 
August 4, 1935. Their children are Sherri Janai, born 
January 16, 1959; Sheryl Danycee, born September 
18, 1960; Sherron Ranae, born October 9, 1963; 
Sharla Jayne, born November 10, 1964; and Shirley 
Donice, born February 14, 1969. 

Bonnie laDell, born March 30, 1938, married June 
12, 1959, to Darwin Keith White, August 15, 1934. 
Their children are Brenda Jeanette, born May 2, 
1960; Kenneth Lawrence, born July 6, 1961; David 
Glenn, born June 6, 1963; and Susan Nicole, born 
May 22, 1966. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


PAYNE, J.C., JR. and 
CAROLYN JEAN 


J.C. Payne (born April 24, 1933) is the seventh of 
nine children born to Jake and Lorenia Payne of the 
Harriett community. J.C. attended school at Harriett 
for eight years before transferring to San Angelo 
where he graduated. J.C. attended church at 
Harriett where the family attended. He also farmed 
the family farm. Several years after he finished 
school, he met and married Carolyn Jean McDaniel 
(born September 5, 1942) the daughter of Walter A. 
and Carmen Isabel McDaniel of San Gabriel. 

J.C. and Carolyn have made their home at Round 
Rock for almost all their married life, where he is 
engaged in contracted road and dirt business. Carolyn 
is a housewife. The family is active in the Baptist 
Church at Round Rock. They have four children: 
Lori Michal, born September 6, 1959; married. 
Robby Roelyn, born September 16, 1961. Calvin 
Wade, born January 14, 1965. Shelton Lee, born 
November 2, 1967. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


PAYNE, JAMES STERLING 
and LENA CHRISTENE 


James Sterling (Jim) was the first child born to 
Jake and Lorenia Payne of Harriett Community. Jim 
began school in 1927 in the two-room school house 
located at Harriett on the banks of the Dodge Creek. 
Betty Winston was his first grade teacher. In 1930, 
the Harriett School District and the Crowsnest School 
consolidated and the new school was built halfway 
between the two communities on property given by 
Mr. Mackin. Jim attended school here, along with 
his brothers and sisters, until 1936, when the high 
school was transferred to Miles, where Jim graduated 
in 1938. 

Jim joined the Horse Cavalry in August 1940. He 
was stationed at Fort Bliss in El Paso when Pearl 
Harbor was bombed. On April 3, 1942, while 
stationed at Fort Bliss, Jim married Lena Christene 
Horner, born April 23, 1925. Christene is the 
daughter of Lester and Leola Horner, now of San 


ee 
Left to right standing: Victor, Tiffany, Loyd, Sonya, 
Sharon Sue and Jesse Garner. Sue is the daughter of 
James Sterling (Jim) Payne 


Angelo. The Horners lived at Harriett a number of 
years and while there their children attended Harriett 
and Miles Schools. 

Jim was discharged from the Air Corps November 
23, 1945. The family lived in San Angelo for a short 
time before moving to Fort Worth. 

Jim and Christene have two daughters: Jimmie 
laDell Payne, born January 26, 1943, and Sharon 
Sue Payne, born January 4, 1947. They moved to 
Fort Worth when the girls were young and Jim 
attended Bible Baptist Seminary from 1950-1955, 
earning a Masters’ Degree in Theology. While 
attending seminary, Jim and Christene worked for 
Leonard Brothers of Fort Worth. The two girls 
attended school in Fort Worth. 

Jimmie laDell married, first, Raymond Eugene 
Meers, on June 17, 1960, in Fort Worth. To them 
were born four children: Tina Lynn was born July 
17, 1962, married Steven Earl Baze, June 6, 1980, 
no children. Tammie Leigh was born July 16, 1964, 
and married October 8, 1981, to Steven Randall 
Teague; three children, Michael Eugene born 
September 26, 1982, Nickolas Blakeborn May 24, 
1984, and Amanda Nicole, born November 22, 1985. 
Tonja Leanne was born August 13, 1968, and married 
June 20, 1985, to Daniel Edward Brownlee; daughter, 
Daniell Chrystine, born November 14, 1986. Terry 
Lawrence was born September 8, 1970. 

Jimmie laDell married, second, September 18, 
1976, to Edwin Buddy Garner; son, Charles Wesley 
Garner, was born February 8, 1977. 

Sharon Sue married Jesse Loyd Garner January 
1, 1970, in Fort Worth. Jesse was born November 
10, 1933. Their two sons are Victor Ellis, born May 
12, 1961, married Sonya Beers on November 24, 
1985, one child, Shelish, born August 17, 1986; 
Lloyd Gail, born March 12, 1960, married Tiffanney 
Beers on May 24, 1986, one son, Justin Loyd born 
April 14, 1987. 

Jim is active in the Baptist Church at Alvarado, 
and his family lives in and around there. 

by Shirley Payne Smelley 


PAYNE, LESLIE S. and RUTH 


Leslie S., born December 29, 1917, the second 
child born to Walter Sterling and Minnie Lee Payne, 
grew up around Harriett and later (October 2, 1941) 
was married at Mertzon to Ruth McCleery (born 
December 2, 1923), also from Harriett. 

Les served in the Signal Corps, attached to the 
Air Force, during World War II for three years and 
ten months, and was in on the Luzon, Leyte, and 
Manila invasion. He returned in 1944 to San Angelo 
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Leslie Sterling and Annie Ruth (McCleery) Payne, 
married Oct. 2, 1941. Both grew up in Harriett 
Community 


Leslie Sterling and Annie Ruth (McCleery) Payne 
and their children and grandchildren 


and was reunited with his wife and two children. 
After six months, they relocated to Sterling County, 
where Les managed several ranches for a number of 
years. The family had increased by two. They moved 
into Sterling City and bought the Exxon Dealership 
and operated it for almost ten years. In 1966, Les 
sold the dealership and went to work for Bear Creek 
Mining Company, a subsidiary of Kennecott Copper. 
The exploration company moved them extensively 
over New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and 
Missouri. Upon retirement, Les and Ruth plan to 
make their home in Ruidoso, New Mexico. They 
have four children: 

Carolyn Jean was born August 14, 1942, and 
married November 18, 1961, to Larry Reed Turney. 
They have two daughters, Keely and Kimberly. 

Jerry Leslie, born November 3, 1944, married 
August 30, 1969, to Katherine Elaine Ellerman. They 
have two sons, Jason Leslie and Jarret Lance. 

Larry Michael, born March 27, 1950, married 
Charlann Wood on October 17, 1970. They have two 
children, Robin and Corlee. 

Ronnie Alan was born July 18, 1954. He and 
Sharon Gayle Perry were married September 1, 1981. 

by Shirley Payne Smelley 
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PAYNE, RUSSELL ROBERT E. 
and WILLE MAE (BILL) 


Russell Robert Payne 


Russell was the seventh child born August 11, 
1901, to Thomas S. and Minnie Payne while they 
were living in Nolan County. The Paynes moved to 
the Harriett community around 1914-15. Russell and 
his sister, Annie, attended school at Harriett in the 
two-room school located on the banks of the Dodge 
Creek. 

Russell met and married, September 2, 1923, Wille 
Mae (Bill) Ray, born November 29, 1905, the 
daughter of C.H. and Mabel (Smith) Ray, Sr., of the 
Ray community. The Paynes moved to Fort Stockton 
January 16, 1931, with their two daughters, Thelma 
Jean and Bobbye. Russell became a partner and 


manager of the Lake Ranch covering some 100 
sections of land located 20 miles northwest of Fort 
Stockton. In 1939, they built a home in Fort Stockton, 
where they reside today. Russell and Bill are still 
active in the community clubs and activities. In 1986, 
Bill was named Fort Stockton’s 30th First Lady, an 
honor she shares with her daughter, Bobbye Payne 
Kincaid, who was the First Lady in 1984. 

Their two daughters are: Bobbye Ray Payne, born 
July 7, 1929. She married Thomas Carson Kincaid, 
on November 7, 1949, and they have three children, 
T.C. Kincaid, Jr., born September 23, 1950; Robert 
Bradley Kincaid, born May 6, 1953; and Wort Lane 
Kincaid, born April 20, 1960. 

Thelma Jean Payne, born May 29, 1924. She 
married Jack Pistole on September 9, 1947. They 
have three children, Russell A., born August 29, 
1948; Janet, born November 3, 1950, and Jacqulyn, 
born March 15, 1956. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


PAYNE, THOMAS STERLING 
and MINNIE LEE 


Thomas Sterling Payne and Minnie Lee Hausenfluck 
Payne 


Thomas Sterling, George W., Lucinda Minerva, 
Isabelle Emaline, Lovewela M., and Dixie were the 
children of Calvin Calhoun and Sarah Elizabeth 
Payne. 

Calvin Calhoun Payne was born May 19, 1831, 
in Rutherford County, Tennessee. Calvin left his own 
brief genealogy carved on a walking cane, which is 
still kept in the family. According to Jackie Payne, 
the following is written on the cane, “I, Calvin C. 
Payne, was born in Rutherford Co. son of J.S. 
Payne, grandson of Jacob Payne. Moved with father 
to Franklin County in 1851. Married Sarah Williams 
March 11, 1853. In Confederate Army ’63-’64. 
Moved to Travis County ’70 to Williamson County 
°74 to Nolan County 1897.” 

Thomas was seventeen when his family moved 
to Texas. In those early years, he did a lot of trail 
driving, in and out of Texas. When the family moved 
to Texas, Tom left a childhood sweetheart, Mary J. 
Jones, back in Franklin County, Tennessee, that he 


picture was taken in late summer 1920.) 


The family of Thomas Sterling Payne and wife, Minnie Lee (Hausenfluck) of the Harriett Community. (The 


On the left is son James Rankin Payne and his wife, Joanna (seated, holding baby); their sons, Albert, 
Grady, Wilburn, J.R., and baby Billie Joe; and their daughter, Mary. 
Back row (l-r), sons Russell Robert Payne, Charles Franklin Payne, Jacob Calvin Payne, and his wife, 


Lorenia Mae (Sexton). 


Next row (in front of Russell) are daughters, Annie Viola Payne, and Addie Ethel Payne, Evelyn (Charles’ 
wife), Myrt (William Lamar Payne’s wife), daughters Alta Lee and Bertie May and their husbands, Henry 


Boatright and Ernest Boatright. 


In front of Myrt are her daughters, Susie and Willie Pearl “Duckie.” 
Seated in the front center are Thomas Sterling Payne and wife, Minnie Lee (Hausenfluck). Standing between 
them is Calvin D. Boatright (son of Ernest and Bertie). Standing next to Minnie is Ruby (daughter of Henry 


and Alta). 


Seated at far right is son, Walter Sterling Payne, and his wife, Minnie (Boatright), holding their daughter, 
Odessa; their son, Leslie, is between them, and their daughter, Elnora, is on the end. 


could not forget. So he went back to Tennessee; on 
October 11, 1877, he and Mary were married. The 
1880 Census shows Tom and Mary along with James, 
their first born, listed with the rest of the C.C. Payne 
family in Williamson County, Texas. Although the 
date of the census was June 9 and William Lamar 
Payne, the second child, was born June 6, 1880, he 
was not listed on the census. Mary J. (Jones) Payne 
died on August 11, 1883, leaving Tom with two small 
children. 

Thomas married again on May 21, 1885, to 
Minnie Lee Hausenfluck, born April 18, 1865, in 
Shenandoah County, Virginia. Minnie was one of 
thirteen children born to Jacob J. Hausenfluck and 
Anna Eliza Rosenberger. When Birdie May (b. 
November 11, 1894) was six weeks old, Tom and 
Minnie moved from Williamson County to the Indian 
Territory just over the Texas line and above the Red 
River near the town of Dixie, Oklahoma. While there 
Jacob Calvin Payne (b. September 17, 1896) was 
born. The family lived there until about 1898-99 
when they moved to Nolan County to be near Calvin 
Payne. The land they bought was later known as the 
Hendrix place. 

When the family packed up to leave the Indian 
Territory, Tom Payne had two two-year-old mules; 
two two-year-old horses, and some loose stock. Jim 
Payne was riding one horse and driving the loose 
stock. Walter was about nine years old. He insisted 
that he could ride the other horse. Tom wired up an 
old saddle and put him on the horse thinking he 
would last only a few miles or a few days, but Walter 
rode and helped drive the stock all the way to Nolan 
County. Will Payne was appointed to drive the feed 


wagon with the other mules. He had a big sack of 
peanuts and a double barrel shotgun. Will’s mules 
would fall behind the family wagon, but when Will 
would go through a prairie dog town he would take 
aim with his double barrel shotgun. When Tom Payne 
heard the shots, he knew it would only be a short 
time until Will would catch up. The gun blast would 
scare the mules and they would lose their slow pace. 

Tom Payne later sold his land at Nolan and bought 
land in Irion County located on the Spring Creek 
near Sherwood. Tom and Minnie traded the place at 
Sherwood for a farm just south of Harriett, a small 
community east of San Angelo. Some of the boys 
were not happy with the move as they were happy 
with the ranching life. During this time, the boys 
worked on the Bar-S Ranch at Stiles, Texas. Jake 
continued to work on the ranch after the family 
moved to Harriett. Charles Franklin married Evelyn 
Stidman August 16, 1914, and they opened an ice 
cream parlor and barber shop at Stiles. 

Tom and Minnie lived at Harriett until Tom died 
June 30, 1935, and is buried in the Harriett Cemetery 
near Harriett. A short time after that, Minnie sold 
the farm at Harriett and moved to San Angelo where 
she and her daughter lived the remainder of their 
lives. Minnie died September 1, 1953, and is buried 
next to Tom at Harriett Cemetery. The children of 
Tom and Minnie were: 

1. James Rankin Payne, b. July 17, 1878. Married 
Joanna Ault February 18, 1900. Died October 19, 
1964, buried Nolan Cemetery. 

2. William Lamar Payne, b. June 6, 1880. Married 
Myrtle Jane Ault August 14, 1904. d. August 15, 
1910, buried Sherwood Cemetery. 


3. Charles Franklin Payne, b. August 5, 1886. 
Married Evelyn Stidman August 16, 1914. d. 
February 11, 1933, buried San Angelo. 

4, Walter Sterling Payne, b. October 27, 1889. 
Married Minnie Boatright August 22, 1915. d. 
February 15, 1975, buried San Angelo. 

5. Addie Ethel Payne, b. August 13, 1891. Never 
married. d. April 29, 1974, buried Harriett Cemetery, 
Harriett. 

6. Alta Lee Payne, b. March 23, 1893. Married 
Henry Boatright, March 7, 1915. d. December 24, 
1962, buried Miles Cemetery. 

7. Bertie May Payne, b. November 11, 1894. 
Married Earnest Boatright September 26, 1915. 

8. Jacob Calvin Payne, b. September 17, 1896. 
Married Lorenia Sexton, December 21, 1919. d. June 
15, 1978, buried Lawnhaven cemetery, San Angelo. 

9. Russell Robert Payne, b. August 11, 1900. 
Married Willie Mae (Bill) Ray. Still lives in Fort 
Stockton, Texas. 

10. Annie Viola Payne, b. January 8, 1902. Married 
Hosea Verona Beck, October 15, 1922. d. January 
28, 1979. Buried in South Park Cemetery, Houston. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


PAYNE, TOM ELLIS 


Tom Ellis, born May 11, 1926, is the fourth child 
born to Jake and Lorenia Payne of Harriett. Tom 
attended school at Harriett and Miles, after which 
he joined the U.S. Navy in 1944. After a tour of duty, 
he met and married Audell Jeacks, born March 24, 
1927, the daughter of Oscar and Lena (Myhall) 
Jeacks of Williamson County. Audell was working 
as a key-punch operator for Merchants Fast Motor 
Line in San Angelo at the time of their marriage. 

Since farming was a natural for the Payne boys, 
Tom took his turn at the business, farming first in 
Williamson County in 1949 and back to Tom Green 
County for a couple of years before returning to 
Williamson and Milam County. 

After sixteen years in the farming business, Tom 
and Audell moved to Austin. Tom is Program 
Manager at the State Radiological Maintenance 
Office, and Audell is an accountant at the Texas 
Department of Health. They have six boys: Robert 
Ellis, born April 24, 1947, married Judy Kay Young, 
May 24, 1969. Gary Allen, born November 16, 1948, 
married December 31, 1973, to Christy Lynn 
Johnson born December 28, 1953; daughter, Rachel 
Ann born August 9, 1977. Jackie Lynn, born March 
9, 1950, married July 24, 1971, to Linda Smith, born 
March 2, 1954; daughters, Tammy Dawn born March 
11, 1974, and Laurie Renee born September 9, 1976. 
Thomas Lee, born October 3, 1951, married March 
2, 1973, to Linda Kay Brown; son, Jeramie Lee born 
September 13, 1973, and daughter, Alicia Marie born 
April 20,1977. Billy Ray, born May 5, 1954, married 
January 17, 1976, to Pamela Kay Tautenhaun, born 
May 3, 1955; daughters, Mandy Raye, born August 
2, 1977, and Shannon Rachelle, born November 10, 
1979. James Timothy, born November 5, 1956; 
married May 15, 1982, to Nickie Lynn Roberts, born 
August 17, 1959; son, Bradley Ellis, born June 8, 
1985. 

The boys and their families live in and around the 
Austin area. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 
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PAYNE, WALTER STERLING and 
MINNIE LEE (BOATRIGHT) 


a we . y . ~ Ree "it 
Walter Sterling and Minnie Lee (Boatright) Payne, 
married in 1915 and lived in Harriett for a number 
of years. 


Children of Walter Sterling and Minnie Lee 
(Boatright) Payne: Elnora, Leslie Sterling, Odessa, 
and Lurline 


Walter Sterling, born October 27, 1889, in 
Williamson County, was the second son born to 
Thomas Sterling and Minnie Lee (Hausenfluck) 
Payne of the Harriett Community. Walter traveled 
with his family to Indian Territory in Oklahoma when 
he was a young boy and on their return to Texas he 
rode a horse and helped drive the cattle to Nolan 
County, Texas. 

Thomas and Minnie moved their family to Irion 
County before settling at Harriett in Tom Green 
County around 1914-1915. Three of the Payne 
children married in 1915 at Harriett. Walter, Alta and 
Bertie all married in 1915. 

Walter married Minnie Lee Boatright August 21, 
1915, at Harriett, where they made their home for a 
number of years before moving to San Angelo. 
Minnie Boatright was a sister to Ernest Boatright, 
who married Bertie May Payne, a sister to Walter. 
Walter and Minnie had four children: 

(1) Elnora, born September 26, 1916. Married June 
10, 1939, to Alton T. Wike (b. November 10, 1908, 
d. June 26, 1979). Elnora and Alton had six children: 
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Ellen Gayle, Alton Reece, Nancy Elizabeth, Thomas 
Wayne, Linda Sue, and David Walter. 

(2) Leslie Sterling, born December 29, 1917. 
Married October 2, 1941, to Ruth McCleery (b. 
December 2, 1923). Leslie and Ruth have four 
children: 1. Carolyn Jean, August 14, 1942. Married 
November 18, 1961, to Larry Reed Turney. Children: 
Keely and Kimberly. 2. Jerry Leslie, born November 
3, 1944. Married August 30, 1969, to Kathrine Elaine 
Ellerman. Children, Jason Leslie and Jarrett Lance. 
3. Larry Michael, born March 27, 1950. Married 
October 17, 1970, to Charlann Wood. Children: 
Robin and Corlee. 4. Ronnie Alan, born July 18, 
1954. Married January 9, 1981, to Sharon Gayle 
Perry. 

(3) Odessa, born November 24, 1919. Married 
September 28, 1956, to Floyd Clements. Children: 
Janice Ann McCleery, born May 20, 1938. Married 
December 1, 1963, to J.A. Owens. Children: Geneva, 
Cynthia, Veronica. 

(4) Lurline, born May 6, 1921. Married February 
9, 1943, to Joseph David Keys (born February 12, 
1921). Children: 1. Deanna, born January 20, 1948. 
Married August 9, 1968, to Calvin Earl Witt (b. 
December 7, 1947). Children: Forrest Howard (b. 
January 19, 1973) and Marshall Sterling, (b. March 
12, 1976). 2. Clara Annette born April 23, 1949. 
Married April 13, 1968, to Stephen D. Aylor (b. 
November 23, 1948). Children: S. Scott, b. February 
25, 1972, and Christopher Bryan, b. April 22, 1976. 

by Shirley Payne Smelley 


PELZEL, CALVIN G. 


Calvin G. Pelzel was born July 3, 1930, in 
Westphalia, Falls County. On January 9, 1951, he 
married Mary Ann Braden (born October 18, 1932, 
in Wall, Texas). They had four children: Steve 
Michael who married Debbie Allen, Patsy Marie who 
married Larry Schwertner, Debbie Jean who married 
Nick Lange, Monica Ann who married Kevin 
Noland. At the present, Calvin and Mary Ann have 
seven grandchildren. 

The first two years of their marriage, Calvin served 
with the U.S. Army in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
While living in Colorado, their first two children 
were born: Steve and Patsy. After Calvin was 
discharged from the service they made their home 
on a farm four miles northeast of Wall, Texas. This 
is where their last two children were born: Debbie 
and Monica. 

In 1956 Calvin went to work for Lone Star Gas 
Company. While working here for twenty-one years, 
he also farmed 160 acres of land which they lived 
on. Mary Ann and the children helped Calvin on the 
farm very much. They irrigated, hoed, and sprayed 
Johnson grass in the cotton and milo that they raised 
on the farm. 

They are members of St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church in Wall. Mary Ann is a member of St. Helen’s 
Altar Society and the Catholic Daughters of America. 
Calvin is a member of the St. Ambrose Society, 
Knights of Columbus, Wall Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Wall Young Farmers. 

Their four children all graduated from Wall High 
School. Steve attended Angelo State University for 
two years. He also attended T.S.T.I. in Waco and 
received a degree in refrigeration. Monica is a 1986 
graduate of Angelo State University with a degree 
in business. 

On May 14, 1985, Calvin and Mary Ann lost their 
daughter Debbie from cancer at age 27. 


Calvin and Mary Ann own farm land in Reagan, 
Glasscock, and Tom Green counties. On these farms 
they produce cotton, milo, and vegetables. They raise 
vegetables in very large quantities. 

Calvin and Mary Ann enjoy working together on 
the farm. They also enjoy deer hunting, dancing, 
playing dominoes, but most of all they enjoy visiting 
with their children and grandchildren. 

Calvin’s hobbies other than the ones listed above 
include cooking barbecue and beans for large groups 
of people. He enjoys associating with people of all 
ages. Also he is known to crack a good joke every 
now and then. Calvin also does auctioneering for 
the St. Ambrose Church Festival. 

Mary Ann’s hobbies other that the ones listed 
above include sewing, canning vegetables, and baby- 
sitting grandchildren. 

Calvin’s parents were the late Fritz and Margret 
Pelzel who resided at Olfen and in 1948 moved to 
San Angelo. 

Mary Ann’s parents were the late Felix and Ida 
Braden who settled in Wall in 1925. Felix was a stock 
farmer in the Wall Community. 

by Monica Pelzel Noland 


PEREZ, ERNEST MARTIN 


Ernest Martin Perez was born November 11, 1936 
and is the oldest of three children born to Felix Perez 
and Eliza (Duke) Perez. Ernest has been employed 
by Terrill Manufacturing Company 33 years and is 
the company Chief Estimator. 

He is also well known for his musical talent in 
association with Los Bohemios, a local mariachi 
group. 

Ernest graduated from San Angelo Central High 
School and married Lydia Aguero. They had four 
children: Robert, Amanda, Marta, and Cynthia. 

The family attended St. Joseph’s Church, where 
they were actively involved in different ministries 
and with the choir. As parents, they were active in 
PTA work and Ernest served many years with the 
Title 7 Bilingual Government Education Program. 

In 1972, he ran for the School Board and lost by a 
narrow margin, but the following year Oscar Gomez 
won a spot on the Board. Ernest M. Perez served 
five years as Chairman of the Community Action 
Council and six years as Commissioner for the Civil 
Service (for firemen and policemen). The great- 
grandson of Alvina Alarcon Morales of 
Knickerbocker, Ernest is often recognized for his 
personal benevolent contributions to families who 
have encountered personal tragedies. 

For the past 21 years, Ernest has been associated 
with the Pan American Golf Association. He has 
served as president several times and is presently 
serving as treasurer and as delegate to golf 
conventions. He is working on the national level in 
keeping the association active. In partnership with 
Budweiser, the Association has granted several 
college scholarships to high school graduates. Last 
year the Association entered a new commitment by 
donating $1,000 to the Jerry Lewis Telethon in 
fighting muscular dystrophy. 

Although divorced, he remains very close to the 
children and grandchildren from his first marriage, 
while remaining attentive to eight stepchildren from 
his second marriage. The proud father of 12 plans to 
run for National Chairman of the Pan American Golf 
Association in 1988. 

by Rose T. Duke 


PERKINS, MARVIN M. 


Marvin M. and Pauline Perkins 


Marvin Perkins was born in Leesville, Louisiana, 
October 17, 1910, the third son of John M. and Mary 
Gill Perkins. John and Mary moved Marvin and his 
brothers and sisters to Concho County in 1924. 
Marvin married Pauline Pridemore, the oldest 
daughter of Cleve H. and Clara Ackers Pridemore at 
Eola on December 28, 1932. Marvin and Pauline 
farmed in the area for several years with their oldest 
daughter, Marline, born on a farm in eastern Tom 
Green County near Mereta on September 15, 1935. 

Marvin worked on pipeline crews around Hobbs, 
New Mexico, and on the construction of the air base 
at Hobbs during the early years of World War II. 
Their second daughter, Barbara Ann, was born at 
Hobbs on April 2, 1941. Marvin and family moved 
to San Angelo in 1943 where Marvin worked at 
Mathis and Goodfellow Fields until 1947. Marvin 
and Pauline’s youngest daughter, Dolores, was born 
in San Angelo on November 15, 1947. Marvin then 
worked for W.E. Kimrey in the construction business 
for 10 years. In 1957, Marvin began service station 
work for Reed Oil, later Premier Oil, and retired from 
Premier in 1972. During this period of continual gas 
station pricing wars, Marvin will be remembered for 
selling many a gallon of 17-29 cent gasoline at his 
station at 2330 Sherwood Way in San Angelo. Also, 
during this period, Pauline worked for San Angelo’s 
school system. Pauline retired in 1979 after 22 years 
in the cafeteria system, the last 18 years as Cafeteria 
Manager at Rio Vista Elementary School. 

Marvin and Pauline lived at 1426 Bryan in San 
Angelo until 1956 when they moved to 1322 Fulton 
where they resided until Marvin’s death in June, 
1979. Pauline later sold their home and resides at 
Christian Village in San Angelo. 

All three daughters are graduates of San Angelo 
High School. Marline married Jack Byrd of San 
Angelo in 1955. They reside in Midland and are in 
the oil business. Barbara married Lawrence Parker 
from Thomasboro, Georgia, in 1960. They reside in 
San Angelo where Lawrence is Assistant Street 
Superintendent of the City. Dolores married Loren 
Roberts from Indianapolis, Indiana in 1968. They 
reside in New Palestine, Indiana, where Loren works 
in the construction business. 

by Mrs. Lawrence Parker 


PERRINE, ROBERT 
KENNETH 


Robert Kenneth Perrine was born in Fenwick, 
West Virginia, on July 10, 1930, son of Lona Jackson 
Perrine and Robert Burl Perrine. Robert served in 


the U.S. Air Force for 21 years. Coming to San 
Angelo (Goodfellow A.F.B) in 1948, he met and 
married Christene L. Boatright in 1952, daughter 
born to Eunice Groves Boatright and Levi Freeman 
Boatright, Sr., on June 9, 1934. Robert was stationed 
at Goodfellow for four years. They had five children. 

Married life began for Christene and Robert at 
Big Spring (Webb A.F.B) where a son, Robert Keith 
Perrine, was born on October 8, 1952. Robert Keith 
married Noma Kathleen Smith on October 6, 1972, 
and had two daughters born in San Angelo: Heather 
Marie Perrine born December 17, 1975, and Hayley 
Michelle Perrine born September 7, 1978. Both Keith 
and Noma graduated from San Angelo Central High 
School. Keith has been employed as a Division 
Manager for Brown and Williams Tobacco Co. for 
seven years. 

Denise Diane Perrine was born in San Angelo on 
December 16, 1954. Denise and Kenneth Steven 
Wamer were married July 7, 1979. A son, Kenneth 
Shawn Wamer, was born December 18, 1981. Denise 
and Kenneth are graduates of San Angelo Central 
High School. Denise has been employed by Sears 
for fifteen years and is a Sales Manager. 

Kimberly Lane Perrine was born January 22, 1957, 
in San Angelo. She is a graduate of San Angelo 
Central High School and has been employed by San 
Angelo Savings for eleven years. She is the assistant 
secretary. 

While Christene and Robert were stationed at 
Reese A.F.B., Lubbock, a fourth child, David Kent 
Perrine, was born on April 15, 1962. David is a 
graduate of San Angelo Central High School and 
has served in the U.S. Army. 

On November 29, 1963, Larry Brian Perrine was 
born at Bitburg, Germany, where Robert was 
stationed. Larry was killed in an accident February 
3, 1982, at the age of eighteen years. 

After being stationed at several Air Force bases 
including Thule A.F.B, Greenland; Karot, Thailand; 
Wichita, Kansas and Charleston, South Carolina, 
Robert and Christene returned to San Angelo, where 
Robert retired from the U.S. Air Force. 

Robert began working as an aircraft mechanics 
supervisor and has been employed as such for 
nineteen years. 

Christene Perrine has worked as a Credit Union 
Manager for nine years. 

They belong to a Baptist church. 

by Christene Boatright Perrine 


PFLUGER, JOSEPH MONROE 


J.M. Pfluger, Tom Green County “Cotton King” 
dies at 82, September 4, 1965. This was the bold 
heading of his obituary in the San Angelo Standard- 
Times. He was born in 1883 in Pflugerville, Texas. 
In 1883 the family moved to Hamilton County, later 
divided into Mills County. He married Hattie 
Schulz (1891-1982) in 1911. This marriage lasted a 
lifetime. Four children were born: (1) Edna Josephine 
(1912) married 1937 Willard L. Keeling (1911); two 
children: Russell and Robert; (2) Vernon Leo (1914) 
married 1940 Charlotte Rau (1917); three children: 
Kaye Louise, Charles Lee, married Helen Parker 
(1966); two children: Raymond and Daniel; Joseph 
Vernon; (3) Alta Fay (1914-1915); (4) Joseph 
Gilmore (Gillie) (1916) married 1942 Delle Bates 
(1920-1964); three children, Gillene (Andrews), 
Brenda (McClain), Gary married Cindy Chandler. 
Married 1966 to Virginia Speck Longenette. 


«- 


Joseph Monroe (Joe) Pfluger 


Joe was a cowboy on his father’s ranch until 1905, 
when he opened a general mercantile store in Priddy, 
Mills County, about two miles from his parents’ 
home. Merchants had to be good traders in those 
days because most customers paid their bills with 
whatever they made or produced. He sold the store 
in 1914. Joe started buying ranch land, turning it into 
farms, first in Concho County, then moved to 
Schleicher County in 1917, San Angelo in 1919. 
From 1921 to 1925, he bought three farms in Tom 
Green County. In 1926, he bought a ranch in Irion 
County and turned it into farms. During the Depres- 
sion, he bought several more farms in Tom Green, 
as land was cheap. Now, Joe was farming in Mills, 
Concho, Schleicher, Irion and Tom Green Counties. 
Joe bought the biggest and best John Deere tractor 
available. The tractor, a four-row planter and four- 
row cultivator cost, total, $2,000. In 1949, the 
Pflugers produced 1,334 bales of cotton from their 
farms themselves. This did not include bales pro- 
duced by their tenant farmers. Hand gathering this 
many bales was one whale of a job. 

Joe Pfluger was a farmer in the true sense, but in 
late thirties and forties, he bought sheep. With the 
help of Bill Marshall, who was County Agent then, 
they developed a program to lamb the ewes twice a 
year. They would have 150% to over 200% lamb 
crop a year. One thing that made this high percentage 
possible, was underground silos. Anytime the sheep 
were short on grazing, they were fed ensilage from 
the silos. With encouragement from Bill Marshall, 
Joe Pfluger was one of the first farmers in Tom Green 
County to farm on the contour and to build terraces. 

Joe’s first visit to Tom Green County came in 
1911, when he traveled from Mills County to the 
Davis Mountains blacktail deer hunting. This trip 
was made with horses and wagons. 

by Vernon L. Pfluger 


337 


PFLUGER, VERNON LEO 


Vernon L. Pfluger 


Vernon L. Pfluger (1914), married (1940) to 
Charlotte Rau (1917). They have three children: 
Kaye Louise (1941); Charles Lee (1944) married 
(1966) to Helen Parker (1948), two sons: Raymond 
and Daniel; and Joseph Vernon (1951). 

Vernon was born in Priddy, Mills County, to Joe 
Pfluger (1883-1965) and Hattie Schulz Pfluger 
(1891-1982). Joe was changing occupation from 
owner of a general mercantile store to farming. Joe 
had already bought land in Mills and Concho 
Counties. In 1917, Joe moved his family to 
Schleicher County. Joe’s grandson, Charles Lee, 
farms this farm today. Charles Lee is a fifth 
generation Texas farmer. 

In 1919, Joe moved to San Angelo and he started 
buying farms in Tom Green and Irion Counties. By 
the time Vernon was old enough to help with the 
farming, his father was farming land in Concho, 
Schleicher, Tom Green, and Irion Counties. Joe still 
owned farms in Mills County. 

After attending San Angelo Junior College, 
Vernon started farming in Schleicher, Irion, and Tom 
Green Counties. Vernon was one of the first farmers 
in Tom Green County to use a diesel row crop tractor 
as well as six-row equipment. His son, Charles, owns 
this equipment today. Vernon experimented in 
planting guar, which he found to be a fair cash crop 
as well as being a good soil builder. The problem 
was there was no local demand for guar and it had to 
be hauled to a mill in Vernon, Texas. 

In 1949, Vernon raised over 700 bales of cotton. 
All this cotton was hand gathered and hauled to 
Hoelscher Gin. The every-row dry land cotton made 
a bale to the acre, and some of the skip-row cotton 
made two bales per acre. 

Leasing the farms for oil has been a good income 
for the Pflugers. Father Joe and Vernon have leased 
each and every farm for oil for a total of more money 
than the farms originally cost. The Pflugers, to date, 
do not have any oil production, but Vernon is still 
leasing. 

Vernon is a member of the First Christian Church, 
where he is active in all phases of the church. He 
has been involved in all the departments of the church 
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and today, is a trustee. Born into the Lutheran 
Church, Vernon has been a member of First Christian 
since his marriage to Charlotte Rau, whose grand- 
mother Rowland was a charter member. 

The Pfluger family ancestors migrated from 
Hessia, Germany, in 1849. They settled on 30 acres 
of land which at that time joined the City of Austin. 
Later they moved to a large farm east of where 
Pflugerville is now. We are told that Pfluger means 
farmer. In the past, the family has lived up to the 
meaning of their name. 

by Charlotte Rau Pfluger 


PHILLIPS —- NELSON 


George Anderson Phillips was born in 1851 in 
Missouri. He had a beautiful black horse of which 
he was very proud. It saved his life once by out- 
running a bunch of raiding Indians who encountered 
him, alone on his way to school one day. George 
was a bugler in the Home Guard in his home county 
during the Civil War. His family moved to Texas 
after the Civil War. He married Mary Laura Nelson 
in Rosebud, Falls County, in the late 1870’s. Later 
he and Laura moved to West Texas, owning 
considerable land in northeastern Tom Green County 
and in Runnels County. His grandson, Oscar Smith, 
loved to tell of a trip with his grandfather in a buggy 
to Mereta, when they spotted a horse along-side the 
road, half dead with a bad case of worms. His 
granddad got out, did his secret talking, and they 
continued their trip. On the return trip, late that 
evening, they spotted the horse, practically well, 
trotting down the road. George had the knowledge 
of “talking worms out of animals,” an art that has 
been passed down from generation to generation. The 
knowledge must be passed to someone who is not 
related by blood, and the person loses his power then 
he passes the knowledge on. Many people wait too 
late and the knowledge dies with them. However, 
an in-law of the Smith family still has the power 
passed down from George Anderson Phillips through 
several generations. Veterinarians in Tom Green 
County acknowledge that they have seen animals 
cured after being treated this way. 

George died in 1928 and is buried in the Mereta 
Cemetery. 

Laura was born November 27, 1862, daughter of 
David Nelson. After her husband died, she took turns 
living with her many children, finally living with 
her daughter, Ida, in Fort Stockton, where she died 
in 1944 and was buried in her daughter’s family plot 
in the East Hill Cemetery. Their children were 
George Ralph Anderson, married Eddie Mary Dunn; 
Alma Henrietta, married William Henry Smith; 
David; Ida A., married J. Earl Duff; Beulah, mar- 
ried a Mr. Anson; Lil, who never married; Alva R., 
married, first, a Mr. Warren; Minnie, married Earl 
Wilson; Nora, married a Mr. Page; Annie, married a 
Mr. Patton. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


PHILLIPS, FRED T. 


Fred T. Phillips was born July 4, 1906 in the 
Duffau community near Stephenville. On October 
9, 1926, he married Ruth Louise Deisman in 
Stamford, Texas. They had two children, John Fred, 
who married Nelwyn Patschke and lives in Abilene, 
and Betty Jo Phillips Holladay who married G.C. 
Holladay, Jr. and lives in Imperial. There are six 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 


After their marriage, Fred and Ruth share-cropped 
on a small cotton farm in the Post Community near 
Haskell. In 1929 they moved to Carlsbad where they 
helped Fred’s stepfather, H.L. Austin, Sr. operate a 
country store, garage and service station. It was here 
that Fred began delivering ice to local people. 

In 1934 Fred and Ruth moved to Water Valley and 
rented a house from Dr. J.F. Jones, next door to the 
Lewis Young family. Fred built a small ice house 
and bought his first truck with which he delivered 
ice and did small hauling jobs. 

In 1935 Fred purchased a larger truck and trailer 
and began hauling livestock to the railroad stockpens 
in Water Valley and Sterling City. A few years later 
he bought his second truck and began hauling sheep 
to Fort Worth. He hired his first driver, Jerry Bright 
of Water Valley. 

In the spring of 1935, Fred and Ruth purchased 
land from Mr. Bob Duncan and built their first home. 
This house is now owned by the Water Valley School. 

In 1938, Fred built a feed store in Water Valley 
and in September of that year, Ruth put in a 
hamburger and soda pop counter to serve local school 
children and trucker friends. Ruth was serving food 
to about 75 students a day, so by late November they 
closed down and made three-fourths of the building 
into a cafe. Before long Ruth had to hire extra help 
to serve over 90 school kids a day, along with many 
truck drivers, and local people. Hamburgers with free 
potato chips sold for 15 cents and a plate lunch for 
25 cents. The Nickelodeon which played a song for 
five cents became a favorite of the local teenagers. 

During the years that Fred trucked, the local 
ranchers would give him “dogie” lambs which my 
sister, Betty, and I would raise by bottle on cow’s 
milk. One year we had 23 dogie yearling ewes to 
lamb and had 19 sets of twins. 

Fred trucked livestock in the Water Valley area 
until the drought of the 1950’s when ranchers were 
forced to sell most of their livestock. Fred and Ruth 
then moved to Abilene and purchased the Merle 
Norman Cosmetic business where they lived for 
several years. 

In 1958 Fred returned to Water Valley and opened 
a Chevron Service Station which he operated until 
the late 1970’s when he went to work as a pumper 
for the Fullerton Oil Company. 

In February of 1981, Fred and Ruth sold their 
home in Water Valley, retired, and moved to the Rio 
Concho Manor in San Angelo. Fred passed away 
November 2, 1983. Ruth resides at the Manor in San 
Angelo. 

Fred and Ruth loved the Water Valley community 
and all their scores of friends and acquaintances. 

by John Fred Phillips 


PHILLIPS, HIRAM M. 


In 1906, Emma Gage came to San Angelo from 
Crystal City, with her two children, Louis Eric and 
Lula, to live near her mother and stepfather, Joe and 
Mary Watkins, who lived near Water Valley. Here 
she met and married Elsworth Phillips, who worked 
for M.C. Ragsdale in photography. Elsworth later 
worked as a furniture refinisher and upholsterer. To 
this union was born Hiram Montague Phillips on 
May 18, 1908. 

Hiram attended San Angelo schools, graduating 
from San Angelo High School. He attended San 
Angelo Junior College in its first class and A&M 
College. 


On December 25, 1931, Hiram Phillips and Delma 
Bishop were united in marriage in Post, Texas. Her 
parents were the late Reverend M.C. and Sarah 
Miller Bishop. 

In October, 1930, Hiram began and edited “The 
Co-operator,” a sheep and goat newsletter sent to 
the members of the Co-operative Wool and Mohair 
Association. This evolved into “The Southwestern 
Sheep and Goat Raiser Magazine.” In 1941, Hiram 
bought the “Sheep and Goat Raiser Magazine” and 
merged it with “The Southwestern.”” He was sole 
owner, manager, and editor of “The Sheep and Goat 
Raiser Magazine” until he sold the publication to 
the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers’ Association in 
June of 1963. This organization later changed the 
publication’s name to “The Ranch Magazine.” 
During Mr. Phillips’ ownership, “The Sheep and 
Goat Raiser Magazine” had the largest circulation 
of any publication of its kind and was the official 
publication of several agricultural associations. 

Hiram and Delma Phillips were both members of 
Immanuel Baptist Church. He was instrumental in 
finding the location for the present church building. 
He served as president of the Downtown Rotary Club 
and as Commander of the Knight’s Templar Lodge. 
He was a 50-year Mason and a member of the 
Concho Lodge 1260. 

Hiram was an avid collector of books about the 
old southwest and Texas. His extensive library of 
old and rare Texana volumes is now a part of the 
Angelo State University Library, donated by his 
heirs. 

In his later years, Hiram was an Irion County 
rancher and received several awards for soil 
conservation. He passed away in November, 1985. 

Delma graduated from Hardin-Simmons 
University in 1929 and taught school before her 
marriage. She served as circulation manager for the 
“Sheep and Goat Raiser Magazine” and assisted 
many local churches and organizations with mailing 
of newsletters. She served as Worthy Matron of 
Concho Chapter No. 826 Order of the Eastern Star, 
where she is a 50-year member. Delma has taught 
and played the piano for adult Sunday School classes 
for many years. 

Delma and Hiram have four daughters: Alberta 
Ruth Phillips, Mrs. Sherman (Anita May Phillips) 
Monk, Mrs. James R. (Jane Phillips) White, and Mrs. 
Walter Gayle (Deborah Yvonne Phillips) 
McCullough. 

by Delma Phillips 


PHILLIPS, PAUL 


Paul Phillips was born October 23, 1908, in 
Bronco, New Mexico. He moved to Tom Green 
County in 1931. On August 26, 1933, he married 
Minnie Ola Sawyer (born April 22, 1916, in 
Tankersley, Texas). Paul and Minnie had seven 
children: John D. Phillips married Mary Ann Craig 
and had three children; Vernon P. Phillips married 
Barbara Gresset and had two children; Mary J. 
Phillips married Calvin Barbee and had one child 
(she is presently married to Arley E. Cox); Herman 
R. Phillips married Carla Horton and had two 
children; Patricia A. Phillips married Dalton 
Robbins and had three children; Molly V. Phillips 
married Bryon Bruce and had one child; and Joe C. 
Phillips married Jackie Crawford and had three 
children. At present, the Phillips’ family has 15 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 


Paul and Minnie were both members of the Church 
of Christ. 

Paul’s parents were the late John Thomas and Lila 
(Baird) Phillips of Portales, New Mexico. John was 
a Church of Christ minister and Lila a housewife. 
Minnie’s parents were the late Joe and Annie 
(Brown) Sawyer, who moved from Winters to 
Tankersley in the early part of 1908. They were 
farmers most of their lives after moving to Tom 
Green County. 

After their marriage, Paul and Minnie made their 
home near Tankersley, where he worked for area 
farmers. In 1936, they moved to Miles, where Paul 
worked on the Roy Hudspeth Ranch until 1942, when 
they moved to Schleicher County, where he farmed 
until 1947. Moving then to Eldorado, he did carpenter 
work and raised poultry. In 1975, they moved to San 
Angelo, where he did carpenter work until he retired. 

Paul is deceased, having passed away May 3, 
1986, and is buried at Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Minnie Ola (Sawyer) Phillips 


PHINNEY, GREGORY 
and REBA 


Greg and Reba Phinney 


Reba May (Prosise) Phinney was born January 
21, 1948 at St. John’s Hospital, San Angelo, to Clydia 
(Johnson) and Eugene Prosise. Reba had two older 
sisters, Rita Kay (Bradshaw) and Ronda Fay 
(Peterson), and a younger sister, Ragena Day 
(Fulton). Reba graduated from Veribest, Central High 
School, and attended Angelo State and Sul Ross, 
Alpine, Texas. She was a teacher’s aide at Wall in 
1966 for Mrs. Jansa. 

Reba married Gregory Clark Phinney (born June 
2, 1947) from Mereta. He is the son of Billie and 
Ace Phinney. They were married in the Johnson 
Street Church of Christ in San Angelo on June 16, 
1967. His brother is Gary Phinney. They both went 
to Sul Ross in 1967, 1968, and 1969. Gregory 
graduated in 1969. He worked in Alpine for a 
furniture store. Reba worked for the college. 

They returned to Veribest to farm. She worked 
for First Texas, then Field, Stewart and Dolliver, and 
presently is working for City Savings. Gregory 
continues to farm with his brother, Gary Phinney. 

Ken Cone Phinney was born February 10, 1971 
in San Angelo. He graduated from Veribest and now 
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Kimberly and Reba Pitanes, Easter 1987 


attends Miles High School. Kimberly Lou Phinney 
was born February 3, 1978 in San Angelo. She 
presently attends school at Veribest, another third 
generation student. 

Reba’s best friend through the years was Patsy 
Parmer. Now they are sisters-in-law because Patsy 
married Gary Phinney. They have enjoyed many 
family gatherings the last twenty years. 

Gregory enjoys visiting with other farmers at 
Veribest, making barbecue for family reunions, and 
hunting. 

by Clydia Prosise 


PHINNEY, KENNETH GARY 


Kenneth Gary and Patsy Elaine (Parmer) Phinney 


Kenneth Gary Phinney, son of Ace and Billie 
(Clark) Phinney, Jr., was born in San Angelo on June 
7, 1947. He married Patsy Elaine Parmer on May 
27, 1966 in the First Baptist Church, Brady. Patsy 
was born August 27, 1947 in San Angelo, to Dewey 
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and Engedi (Wilson) Parmer. They have three 
children: Lisa Michelle, born in 1966; Jedi Jo (JJ), 
born in 1973; and Matthew Ace (Matt) born in 1976. 

Gary was raised on his parents’ farm between 
Mereta and Eola, just inside the Tom Green County 
East Line. He attended and graduated from Wall High 
School, where he played football and basketball. 
Patsy grew up on her parents’ farm at Veribest. From 
the eighth grade at Veribest, she went to, and 
graduated from, San Angelo Central High School. 
After she and Gary married, she graduated from a 
local beauty college and worked as a beautician for 
a year. Gary was employed by West Texas Utilities 
Power Company plant at Nasworthy Lake for one 
and a half years. They moved to the family farm west 
of Eola in 1968 and Gary went into farming with his 
father. 
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Lisa Michelle, Jedi Jo (J.J.), and Matt Phinney 


After Lisa was born, Patsy went back to Angelo 
State University, where she had attended one year 
before marrying. She graduated in 1970 and began 
her teaching career at Eola Public School, teaching 
Social Studies in the high school. Gary and his 
brother, Gregory formed a partnership in farming 
and expanded their land, both building new homes 
in the Veribest Community. Patsy and Gary moved 
the family to the new home in 1977. 

Gary served on the Tom Green County Water 
Control and Improvement District No. | for two 
terms and was elected secretary the last term. He 
has helped coach little league ball teams and is a 
faithful fan when any of his children are involved in 
a sport. He is an outstanding hunter and is a strict 
disciplinarian as he teaches his son the correct use 
of firearms and hunting techniques. Patsy is teaching 
in the Paint Rock school system following the closing 
of the Eola School in 1981. She is presently working 
on her Masters Degree. 

The family attends Miles Methodist Church. They 
enjoy swimming, sports of any kind and their 
summer vacations together. Lisa is a student at 
Angelo State University and is employed in the 
District Clerk’s office in San Angelo. JJ is a ninth 
grader at Miles High School and plays volleyball, 
basketball and softball. Matt is a sixth grader and 
his summers are spent playing first base and catcher 
for a Miles baseball team. He is looking forward to 
playing football this year. 

by Engedi Parmer 
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PIERCE, LEONA PEARL 
(MCDONALD) 


Leona (McDonald) and Greg Pierce 


My name is Leona Pearl (McDonald) Pierce, and 
I am the oldest daughter of Charles and Connie 
(Logan) McDonald. I was born January 21, 1953 in 
San Angelo. 

I attended school at Fairview, Goliad and Lake 
View High School. My class of 1971 was the first 
class graduating out of our beautiful new school 
building. 

Greg Patrick Pierce and I were married on 
November 15, 1975, in San Angelo. Greg was born 
September 13, 1954 in Hampton, Virginia, to Arthur 
Edward and Janet (Kershew) Pierce. 


Brandy, and twins: Charles and Arthur Pierce 


Greg and I have three children. Our twin sons, 
Charles Roy and Arthur Edward, were born May 20, 
1978 in San Angelo. Our daughter, Brandy Michelle, 
was born April 16, 1981. Brandy died October 11, 
1986, in a drowning accident. For the five years she 
was with us, she was a very special child. We all 
miss her presence from our family circle. 

by Leona (McDonald) Pierce 


PIPER, AUGUST, SR. 


August, born April 22, 1885, in Austin, Texas, 
came to San Angelo with his parents, William Henry 
Piper and Minnie Rheinhard Piper, in the 1890’s. 
Born with veiled eyes, he was almost blind from 
birth. 

In 1902, August bought 12 grave spaces in block 
25, Fairmount Cemetery, in his father’s name. He 


August and Anna Piper, Sr. on their Wedding day, 
Aug. 5, 1926 


chopped wood to pay ($12.00) for it. By 1947, there 
were several graves on it. He gave his sister, Lizzie 
Probst, $400.00 to pay for perpetual care on it. On 
May 13, 1948, he bought 12 more grave spaces 
adjacent to his father’s, $150.00 for the lot and 
$400.00 for perpetual care. He and two of his 
children are buried there. 

On August 5, 1926, he married Anna Mae Blakney. 
They had nine children. 

Anna Mae was born December 1, 1907, in 
Sherwood, Texas, to William B. Blakney and Lillie 
Baker Blakney. She is three-quarters Cherokee 
Indian. The Bakers adopted Lillie. Anna lived in San 
Angelo until 1960, when she moved to Camp Wood 
to care for her parents, who were seriously injured 
in a car accident. In 1981, a rattlesnake bit her, 
hospitalizing her in Uvalde for two weeks. In 1983, 
she was in a Kerrville hospital with congestive heart 
failure. She lives alone, in her home at Camp Wood, 
across the road from her daughter, Linda. 

In 1946, a bull rammed August in the abdomen, 
rupturing his stomach. He was hospitalized for more 
than two months. After surgery, he required round- 
the-clock care for weeks. He had a lot of health 
problems the rest of his life, but he worked most 
every day, providing for his family. 

A grandson remembers him peeling apples or 
potatoes. The peeling would be very thin and in a 
long curl. 

In 1956, he was hospitalized for adhesions from 
the 1946 surgery and was in the hospital for two 
months, the doctor saying he couldn’t possibly live. 
I took him home with me and my husband, Floyd, 
and I gave him so much T.L.C. that he made a rapid 
recovery. 

About six months before August died, he told me, 
“T want you to have this $5.00 gold piece. I earned it 
when I cut my first cord of wood (ca 1900). I have 
carried it in my pocket every day.” He took a Bull 
Durham sack out of his money pouch, which was 
the repository for the coin, and gave it to me. I still 
have it. 

Suddenly, on August 19, 1957, three days before 
his 72nd birthday, his stomach began dilating and 
he was rushed to the hospital, dying minutes later. 


His stomach had swollen so much it pressed against 
his heart and stopped it. The doctor stopped by the 
phone booth where I was calling the family. He said, 
“Tm sorry. I’ve been treating your father for the 
wrong thing.” 

by Noma Faye Piper Allen 


PITTMAN, WILLIAM BUNYAN 


William Bunyan (Pitt) Pittman was born May 7, 
1903, in Limestone County. He was the son of 
William Harris Pittman, born September 14, 1877, 
in Limestone County, and Mattie Lou Irwin, born 
June 8, 1878, in Giles County, Tennessee. They 
married December 31, 1899. His father passed away 
while visiting in Duncan, Oklahoma, August 24, 
1928, and is buried there. Mattie pieced and quilted 
a postage stamp around the world quilt to get money 
to return to Texas. She lived most of her life at Kosse. 
She passed away there, May 3, 1955, and is buried 
in the Eutaw Cemetery, next to two young sons and 
her parents. 

Father was always called Pitt. In school, kids had 
called him Willy Bunny, and he hated his name. Pitt 
was a carpenter by trade, and many of the finest 
homes in San Angelo have examples of his work in 
them. The lovely rock home on Lipan Circle that 
Frank Friend had built is one of those homes. 

In 1929, Pitt came to San Angelo, where he met 
and married Tommie Green Lasater, July 24, 1929. 
They were divorced in 1938, but both continued to 
live and work in San Angelo for some years. Pitt 
moved to Hobbs, New Mexico, in the 1950’s where 
he continued to ply his trade as carpenter. He passed 
away October 1, 1958, and is buried in Prairie Haven 
Cemetery there. 

Tommie had a beauty shop for many years. She 
was an active member of the Eagles Lodge where 
she served in many offices and on the drill team. 
Tommie passed away July 31, 1976 and is buried at 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

Pitt and Tommie had two daughters. Patsy Jean 
was born April 16, 1930, on the Lasater farm. She 
married Willie Joe Rabel November 24, 1947. They 
had four children, Gary Wayne, Donna Gayle, 
Tammy Lynn, and William Patrick. Patsy is now 
married to Travis George Lenard. She lived at 
Christoval for a few years, where she ran an antique 
store on weekends, then worked during the week at 
the Baptist Memorials Hospital. She now resides in 
Cisco, Texas, and still has an antique store. Jo Ann, 
the younger daughter, born September 24, 1934, in 
San Angelo, had four girls, Barbara Christine, Patti 
Ann, Tamara, and Geni. Jo Ann passed away 
December 11, 1978, and her ashes are buried with 
her mother at Fairmount. 

Both girls attended school in San Angelo. They 
attended Fort Concho Elementary and grew up near 
the old fort. They attended junior high, and Patsy 
was a freshman in high school when the family 
moved to California for a few years. 

by Patsy J. Lenard 


PLOTT, GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 


The earliest Plott immigrants left Heidelburg, 
Germany, in 1750 to make a new home in America. 
Among the treasures they brought to the new land 
were the now famous Plott hounds, a strain of dogs, 
European boar and staghounds. The Plott hunting 


Left to right: LaVada Elvin Plott, George W. Plott, 
Max D. Plott, and Estler M. Plott 


hounds are nationally famous for their stamina, 
courage, keen nose and perseverance. It is said these 
Plott hounds would track for three to four days while 
the hunters would go home, eat and rest and return 
to the hunt. 

George Washington Plott, a descendant of that first 
family, was born in Alabama on December 13, 1883. 
He married Dora Jane Wright in August, 1905. Dora 
was born in July, 1887 and died during the 1918 flu 
epidemic. George farmed near the Veribest com- 
munity before moving to San Angelo. He died June 
16, 1963. 

The Plotts had six children: George Auther (born 
September 10, 1906), Maxie Duel “Max”’ (born 
January 8, 1908), LaVada Elvin (born September 10, 
1909), Audrey (born April, 1913), Olie (born June 
10, 1914), and Esther Magalene (born October 10, 
1916). 

Audrey and Olie died two days after their mother 
during the 1918 flu epidemic. 

“Max” married Vertis Benton. They farmed near 
Vancourt and raised two children, Coy Max Plott 
and Myra Sue (Plott) Fox. They have five 
grandchildren. Max died September 9, 1957 and is 
buried at Lawnhaven Cemetery, San Angelo. 


LaVada Elvin married Boyce R. Poss on October 
15, 1932 in San Angelo. They had one daughter, Dora 
Martha (Poss) Burgess. The Posses have four 
grandsons and seven great-grandchildren. LaVada 
died March 2, 1984 and Boyce died May 3, 1987. 
Both are buried at Mullins Cemetery. 

Esther Magalene married Herman P. Stroman who 
worked for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Fishery for 
12 years. They have three children: Shirley Marie 
(Stroman) Robertson, Freddie Leon Stroman, and 
Audrey Ann Stroman. They have four grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. 

by Dora Poss Burgess 


PLOTT, MAX D. 


Max Plott was born January 8, 1908 in Red River 
County to George and Dora Plott. The family moved 
to Tom Green County in 1926. He married Vertis 
Benton, June 17, 1933 in San Angelo. Vertis was 
born January 30, 1912 in Tom Green County to Dave 
and May Benton. She attended school at Averitt and 
the Church of Christ in Wall. 

Max was one of the earliest settlers at Vancourt. 
He moved there in the fall of 1933. He cleared the 
land and sold the wood for $12.00 a cord. He dug 
several wells on the land and in the early 1940's built 
a dam on the creek. He raised cotton, maize and 
livestock, but sheep raising, buying and selling were 
his favorite thing. 

He and Vertis lived in a little three-room house. 
January 15, 1936, Myra Sue was born. In 1941 they 
added a bath and several rooms to the house. Coy 
Max was born June 15, 1942. Later they added more 
rooms and a double garage. 

The family attended the Southside Church of 
Christ in Eola and the children attended Eola School. 
Max and Vertis were active in church work and the 
Eola P.T.A. 

Max hunted in the fall and furnished venison, 
which was barbecued by William Holtkamp for 
community gatherings at the Vancourt school. The 
school was also the meeting place for the Home 
Demonstration and 4-H Clubs. Max sponsored many 
4-H activities and Vertis was active in the Home 
Demonstration Club. In later years teenage parties 
were held there and the teens played “walking 
games” and strolled hand in hand down the country 
lanes in the moonlight. 

When it rained and the men couldn’t work in the 
fields, they would congregate and visit at the 
Vancourt store. Max usually showed up barefoot. 

Neighbors visited in those days, helping each other 
and sharing farm and garden crops. Max raised lots 
of watermelon and the kids would eat the hearts and 


Lto R: J. B. Hunt, Max Plott, Duward Allen. Deer 
hunting near Junction - 1950°s 
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Old Vancourt Store. Max Plott and Roy Bristow 


the rest was fed to the pigs. During the drought of 
the 1950’s Max and Vertis took jobs in San Angelo. 

Max died of a heart attack in 1957. In 1960 Vertis 
and Coy moved to San Angelo. 

Myra Sue attended San Angelo College and 
Southwest Texas State Teachers’ College, where she 
graduated in January, 1958 with a degree in 
Education. Coy Max attended San Angelo College. 
He worked in the screw worm eradication program, 
for the Texas prison system and is now a crop duster. 
Myra is married, has five children and one grand- 
child, and lives in San Antonio. Coy is married and 
lives in Corpus Christi. Vertis resides in San Angelo. 

by Vertis and Coy Plott and Myra Plott Fox 


POLLOCK, SAM and RENA 
(ELLIOTT) 


Sam Pollock immigrated to the United States from 
Ireland when he was less than two years old. He 
migrated west from Philadelphia after the Civil War. 
Sam became ill at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and after 
recovering, decided to move to Texas. He arrived in 
San Angelo on December 1, 1873, and soon found 
work digging ditches for Fayette Tankersley. 

Sam and Miss Rena Elliott were married in 1881. 
She was one of the first schoolteachers in Tom Green 
County. 

They opened a store in 1881 at Ben Ficklin. The 
flood of 1882 washed the business away, and he 
returned to San Angelo to work at Schwartz and 
Raas. 

Sam Pollock served as county treasurer from 
1880-1890 and then re-entered the store business. 

He died on January 4, 1932 and Mrs. Pollock died 
in 1936. 

by JoAn Earnest 


POSEY, PEARL 


Miss Pearl Posey, oldest daughter of William A. 
Posey and Lura Dean Mayes, was born in 
Brownwood, on November 20, 1888. After she was 
grown, she entered the teaching profession for a 
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while before becoming an expert seamstress. Sewing 
was a career she would follow until her retirement 
in the late 1970's. 

On March 14, 1910, she was married to Walter 
Lee Dean, a native of Wood County in North Texas. 
This marriage took place at the Coke County Seat 
of Robert Lee, only a few miles from where their 
first daughter, La Rue Elnora Dean, was born at 
Seadrift, on January 24, 1914. Mr. Dean was a 
railroad engineer for the Wichita Falls & 
Northwestern Railroad, which required him to move 
around quite a lot in their early married life. After a 
few years, he decided to try another profession, that 
being carpentry. They settled down in San Angelo, 
where they remained the rest of their lives. 

Their two daughters completed school in San 
Angelo, and the older one attended college there 
before leaving to follow a teaching career. The 
younger daughter stayed in San Angelo, where she 
worked until her retirement. 

Pearl Dean continued to live in San Angelo after 
the death of her husband on July 18, 1956. Then in 
1958, one of her two grandsons, Robert Mark (Bob) 
Stevenson, came to live with her until he graduated 
from high school. He was the son of her oldest 
daughter Elnora, who had married Mark A. 
Stevenson of Junction, Texas. 

Mrs. Dean passed away on November 10, 1980, 
at the age of 92 years. Both she and her husband 
Walter, are buried in the Lawnhaven Cemetery in 
San Angelo. 

by James L. Stevenson 


POSEY, WILLIAM ADDISON 


William Addison Posey was born in Burleson 
County on July 30, 1860. He was the oldest of six 
children born to William Henton Posey and Isabella 
Cook Addison. 

His father, William Henton Posey, served the full 
duration of the Civil War as a trail boss for the 
Commissary Department of the Confederate Army. 
His job was to obtain beef for the Confederate 
soldiers and deliver it to them wherever it might be 
needed. 


After attaining adulthood, William Addison Posey 
came to the Brownwood area where he and Miss 
Lura Dean Mayes, daughter of Hollen C. Mayes and 
Rachel Baker, his wife, were married on March 7, 
1888. Together they raised a large family of ten 
children, which included four sons and six daughters. 
They were Pearl, Luda Lee, Harry, Leonard, Willie 
Mae, Gracie Annie, Mammie, William E., John, and 
Anna. Another daughter named Violet died shortly 
after birth. 

It was not until sometime in 1894 that William 
and his family came to the San Angelo area. He was 
a cowboy by profession and gained employment on 
the March Ranch where he remained for many, many 
years. 

During the First World War, he left and went to 
Virginia to work in the shipyards. He was 
accompanied by two of his sons-in-law, one being 
Walter Whitfield who was married to his daughter 
Luda Lee, and Walter Lee Dean who was his 
daughter Pearl’s husband. 

Mr. Posey died on Christmas Eve in 1943, at the 
age of 83 years. His wife, Lura Dean, or “Deanie”’ 
as she was also known, passed away on January 5, 
1957. She was 87 years of age. They are both buried 
in the Grape Creek Cemetery, north of San Angelo. 

by James L. Stevenson 


POSS, BOYCE R. 


LaVada and Boyce Poss 


Boyce R. Poss was born December 27, 1912 in 
Rogersville, Lauderdale County, Alabama to John 
James Poss and Martha Delona Ward. Boyce came 
to Tom Green County about 1930 and married 
LaVada Elvin Plott on October 15, 1932. LaVada 
was born September 10, 1909 in Paris, Texas, to 
George Washington Plott and Dora Jane Wright Plott. 

Boyce and LaVada lived in San Angelo nearly four 
years before returning to Alabama for eight years. 
They returned to make San Angelo their home about 
1941. 

Boyce worked for Gandy’s Creameries for a 
number of years, driving the Rocksprings route. He 
later worked as a mechanic. LaVada dedicated her 
life to making a home for her family and raising their 
daughter, Dora Martha. LaVada died March 2, 1984, 
and Boyce passed away May 3, 1987. They are both 
buried in Mullins Cemetery, Veribest. They were 
members of Northside Church of Christ. 


a v ¥ ‘ yt .‘ . 
Boyce R., Dora M. and LaVada Poss 
Dora Poss married Albert (Lee) Burgess in San 
Angelo. Albert Burgess has worked for McRan 
Construction for 32 years and Dora has worked for 
the San Angelo Independent School District for 16 
years. They are members of the Westside Baptist 


Church. 
by Dora Poss Burgess 


POULTER, CHARLES 
THORNTON 


Charles Thornton and Lorena (Wall) Poulter, Fifty 
Year Wedding Anniversary, Aug. 19, 1966 


Charles Thornton Poulter was born June 27, 1896, 
in Newman, Illinois. On August 19, 1916, he married 
Lorena Wall (born September 3, 1899) in Ardmore, 
Oklahoma. The family moved to San Angelo in 1927. 
He and his brother co-founded the Business Men’s 
Bible Class, the largest of its kind in Texas, which 
has met continuously since. A builder and contractor, 
he was co-founder of Charles Poulter and Sons, Inc., 
a manufacturing firm that prebuilds houses which 


are later moved onto lots in cities in West Texas. 
Poulter was a partner in an insurance and loan 
company, with his two sons, and was vice-president 
of Poulter Abstract Company. 

His civic activities included serving on boards of 
the Salvation Army and Tuberculosis Association. 
He was a member of the San Angelo Board of 
Realtors and the San Angelo Home Builders. He 
served as president of the Knights of the Round Table 
and the San Angelo Insurance Exchange. He was a 
member of the Masonic Lodge and served on the 
Board of Stewards at First Methodist Church. 
Probably, Mr. Poulter is best known for his music, 
as he was song leader of the Business Men’s Bible 
Class for over fifty years. His many charitable acts 
to those less fortunate, providing funds, housing and 
food in times of need, are remembered by those who 
knew of his many kind deeds. 

Charles Thornton Poulter died March 2, 1981, at 
age 84. Mrs. Poulter preceded her husband in death 
in 1971. As a memorial tribute to Mr. Poulter, a 
Senate Resolution submitted by Senator Peter 
Snelson was adopted by the Texas Legislature in 
1981. The Poulters are survived by three children, 
Charles J. Poulter (born February 7, 1918), George 
A. Poulter (born September 11, 1921), and Joan 
Poulter Cozby (born September 16, 1927) who 
married Curtis Cozby on January 22, 1981 in San 
Angelo. The couple also had four grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. 

by Margaret L. Poulter 


POULTER, GEORGE ALLEN 


George and Margaret Poulter - 1986 


George Allen Poulter was born September 11, 
1921 in Ardmore, Oklahoma; moved with his parents 
Charles Thornton Poulter (born June 27, 1896) and 
Lorena (Wall) Poulter (born September 3, 1899), a 
brother and sister to Texas in 1927. In 1955, he 
married Margaret Louise Rector (born December 9, 
1921, San Angelo). After graduating from San 
Angelo High School, he attended San Angelo Junior 
College and Texas A and M University. Mr. Poulter 
enlisted in the United States Air Corps in 1942, 
serving in both the Africa and European Theatres. 
After military service, he began work with his father 


and brother. He is president of the Poulter Abstract 
Company and associated with Charles Poulter and 
Sons, Inc. He has been active in civic affairs, serving 
the Salvation Army Christmas Kettle Drive for 
several years, has served as president of the Knights 
of the Round Table and Business Men’s Bible Class 
and is amember of the Texas Land Title Association. 
He is a member of the First United Methodist 
Church. In his spare time, he is engaged in farming 
and ranching in the Christoval and Spring Creek 
areas. His wife Margaret worked for Shannon West 
Texas Memorial Hospital as secretary to the Business 
Manager. In 1942, she was selected for assignment 
in Civil Service at Goodfellow Air Force Base as 
the first female teletype operator in the Sub-Depot, 
and retired in 1973 as a Program Analyst. For over 
thirty years, she has sung in church choirs and is a 
member of the Holy Angels Catholic Church Choir. 
She is a member of the San Angelo Symphony 
Chorale, a member of Epsilon Sigma Alpha Sorority 
and National Association of Retired Federal 
Employees. She served on the Sacred Heart Parish 
Council and is a member of the Sacred Heart 
Cathedral Educational Endowment Fund Board. 
The Poulters enjoy working in the country and with 
the livestock; however, not all is pleasurable. They 
have brought home dogie lambs to bottle feed, 
sutured a lamb that stray dogs had injured, pulled 
irrigation pipe from swollen, swirling waters of 
Spring Creek, and repaired highway fences which 
careless motorists had torn down. Their many and 
varied activities have been both interesting and 
educational for two “City Kids.” 
by Margaret L. Poulter 


POWELL, COLLEEN 
and BUDDY 


Colleen Russell was born August 8, 1925. She was 
the only daughter of ranchers Margaret (Marge) 
Waring Russell and James (J.J.) Russell. 

Growing up on a ranch several miles out in the 
country with three brothers was fun. They enjoyed 
pulling practical jokes on each other. Once Colleen 
had the ingenious idea to put cayenne pepper in their 
boots. The next morning the three boys slipped on 
their boots, climbed on their horses and rode out. 
When their feet got hot and began to sweat, the 
cayenne pepper began to burn their feet. All three 
came home carrying their boots, ready to throw them 
at their sister. 

Colleen graduated from San Angelo High School 
and married Jared (Buddy) Powell November 30, 
1947. The couple ran a ranch in New Mexico for a 
while. Colleen has always loved animals and she fed 
several dogies all one summer. When fall came and 
the lambs had to be shipped to market, it broke her 
heart to say goodbye to all the gentle creatures. She 
wasn’t so anxious to raise dogies, or name them after 
that. 

The couple returned to San Angelo and Buddy 
had the Apex Exterminator business located near 
downtown until his early death in 1973. Buddy was 
born July 20, 1922, and was a veteran of World War 
IL. 

Colleen went to work at what is now the Texas 
Commerce Bank in 1973 and is presently working 
there (1987). 

When the tornado that wiped out so much of San 
Angelo hit, Colleen was at her parents’ home visiting. 
Her mother, Marge, took Colleen’s infant son, Rusty, 
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and hid in a closet. Colleen and her father, J.J., sat 
on the porch and watched in horrified fascination as 
the funnel cloud destroyed everything in its path. 
When the storm was over, they drove through the 
ruins. All that remained of many homes was the pier 
and beam foundations. 

Colleen and Buddy had four children; Jared 
Russell (Rusty) Powell, Madelaine Powell 
Kilpatrick, Terry Powell and Nancy Powell Hornok. 

Rusty, his wife Cindy and their four children 
Hayden, Brian, Elizabeth and Carrie Colleen live in 
Mobile, Alabama. Madelaine and Clark Kilpatrick 
and their sons, Matt and Zane, live in San Angelo. 
Nancy and Michael Hornok live in Hawaii and Terri 
Powell lives in San Antonio. 

by Angelo R. Case 


POWELL, JOHN and 
FLORENCE 


John and Florence Powell moved to eastern Tom 
Green County 2.5 miles north of Vancourt in a 
covered wagon in 1906 from Hillsboro, Texas. They 
bought brush land for $2.50 an acre. Mr. Powell 
cleared the land and four years later bought more 
land to join it for $7 an acre. 

John and Florence Powell lived here and raised 
four children — William (Pete), Vera, Lera, and Sam 
Powell. John and his two sons raised cotton, milo, 
and Hereford cows on their land. Before they owned 
a tractor, they would have to pull the cotton bolls 
and at night they would pull the cotton out of the 
boll. It was later taken to a gin in Miles. The ground 
would be plowed using a mule and old plows. The 
milo heads had to be cut off using a knife. John would 
get up every morning to milk his five cows. The 
cream from the milk would be churned for butter 
for breakfast. 

Many nights at 2:00 a.m., John and some of his 
neighbors would ride horseback down to the 
Kickapoo Creek to hunt for coyotes that killed the 
stock. The Powells rode to San Angelo in a covered 
wagon and would stay in the wagon yard overnight. 
The four children walked 2.5 miles to Hess School 
everyday. Hess School stayed open until 1952. 

In 1936, John and Florence built a rock house on 
their land for $3,000. They lived there and kept 
farming until John retired and moved to San Angelo. 
Their son, Pete, was married to Dottie Parker in 1936. 
They lived on the farm and raised three children — 
Janelle Hatton, J.E. Powell, and Elaine Parker. Pete 
and his son farmed the land. Pete Powell retired and 
later died at the age of 80 on March 29, 1982. His 
wife, Dottie, now resides in San Angelo. 

J.E. Powell now lives on the farm and remains 
farming. He and his wife, Annabelle, raised three 
children on their farm north of Vancourt, Texas. Their 
names are Kellye Powell Patzer, Gina and Lance 
Powell. 

by J.E. Powell 


POWERS, DR. RUFUS 
LUTHER FAMILY 


Although Rufus Luther Powers was reared in 
Virginia, he attended Oregon State University where 
he met his wife, Dorothy Jean Tinker. He then went 
on to the University of Oregon Medical School. Dr. 
Powers (Jim), Dorothy, and daughter Nancy Jean (3 
years old) arrived in San Angelo in 1933. He 
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Dr. Rufus L. Powers 


Mrs. Dorothy (Tinker) Powers 


established an office in the McBurnett Building and 
practiced obstetrics/gynecology at St. John’s and 
Shannon Hospitals. Another daughter, Patricia Ann, 
was born at St. John’s in 1934. Jim and Dorothy 
bought a home at 309 North Bishop the summer of 
1936. 

When the flood of 1936 hit, Dr. Powers was caught 
on the west side of the Concho River. He visited his 
patients on that side for three days until the water 
receded enough for him to get across the Beauregard 
bridge to the hospitals. 

During World War I, Dr. Powers was one of the 
few doctors left in San Angelo where he stayed busy. 
After the war years, Jim invented and patented a 
hemorrhoidal clamp (a surgical instrument) but 
found it was too expensive to manufacture. Jim called 
it the “Power’s Painless Pincher”’ reflecting his sense 
of humor. He spent some of his time teaching at 
Shannon Nursing School. He liked to hunt and fish 
in his spare time. 

Dr. Powers was one of the first doctors called to 
Shannon Hospital to help with the injured 1953 Lake 
View tornado victims because his office was directly 


across the street at 203 East Harris (an office he and 
Dr. Kye B. Round had built in the late 1940’s). Many 
people in San Angelo and in the surrounding area 
were delivered and got their first slap from Dr. 
Powers, a dedicated doctor. Much of his early 
practice was devoted to making house calls, many 
of which were on nearby farms, ranches, and in 
surrounding communities. During the Depression 
years, many of his patients paid him with such things 
as eggs, chickens and quilts. 

Dr. Powers received a fellowship award in 1955 
from the International College of Surgeons, and the 
Texas Medical Association commended him for 
perfecting the hemorrhoidal clamp. He was the 
author of “Evaluation of Induced Labor” which was 
published in Medical Record and Annals in 1950. 
His paper, “A New Method for Hemorrhoidec- 
tomies,” was read before the Texas Medical 
Association’s Section on Surgery in April, 1955. He 
served as president of St. John’s Hospital Staff and 
Chief of Staff at both Shannon Hospital and St. 
John’s Hospital. Dr. Powers was a member of the 
Tom Green Eight-County Medical Association, the 
Texas and West Texas Associations of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists, the International College of 
Surgeons and the American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists and served the first two 
organizations as president. He belonged to 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, the Masonic Blue 
Lodge, the Shrine Suez Temple, the Scottish Rite 
and the Exchange Club of San Angelo. 

Dr. Powers had his first heart attack in the spring 
of 1954. Heart trouble eventually took his life on 
April 29, 1962. 

Dorothy Jean (Tinker) Powers was born in 1902 
in Brandon, Texas, and moved with her parents to 
the Northwest when she was fourteen. She attended 
the University of Washington and graduated from 
Oregon State University and taught several years in 
Monmouth and Portland, Oregon. 

After she and Jim moved to San Angelo, she was 
active in St. John’s Ladies Auxiliary and the Stephen 
F. Austin PTA where she was president for several 
years. She was responsible for having electric lights 
installed at Stephen F. Austin Elementary School. 
During World War II, Dorothy received recognition 
from the Red Cross for knitting over 100 khaki- 
colored sweaters, scarves and socks for servicemen. 
One of her favorite hobbies was piecing quilts and 
needlepointing. After World War I, Dorothy went 
to work as a bookkeeper at Morgan’s Flower Shop. 
In 1950 she began teaching at Lake View Elementary 
School. She also taught at Bradford Elementary 
School until she retired in 1968. Dorothy earned her 
Master’s Degree from Texas Tech University in the 
early 1950's. 

Dorothy was very active in Sunday School and 
church at the First Presbyterian Church. She also 
belonged to Alpha XI Delta, P.E.O. and American 
Association of University Women. 

Dorothy Powers moved to Eldorado, in 1974 
where her daughter Patricia resides with her husband, 
John Calvin Pitts. Dorothy died February 6, 1987, 
at the age of 84. Both she and Dr. Powers are buried 
at Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

The Powers’ other daughter, Nancy Jean Buttery, 
resides in Green Valley, Arizona, with her husband, 
Robert Franklin Buttery. 

The Powers have five grandchildren: Douglas 
Gordon Buttery of Hot Springs, South Dakota; 
Carolyn Rebecca Buttery Wallen of McKinleyville, 
California; Cynthia Ellen Buttery Benedict of 


Albuquerque, New Mexico; Judy Ann Pitts 
Zwaschka of San Angelo and Jill Elaine Pitts Gentry 
of Byers, Colorado. There are six great- 
grandchildren: J’ Nae Elizabeth Zwaschka, Bryttani 
Elaine Gentry, Jessica Ann Buttery, Erica Leigh 
Wallen, Allison Elaine Zwaschka, and Kevin Colter 
Wallen. 
by Nancy Buttery and Patricia Pitts 


PRICE, ANNIE LEE 


Annie Lee Price 


I, Annie Lee Price, was born May 4, 1908, in the 
County of Burnet, Texas, in the home of my maternal 
grandparents, Jake Newton and Lelia Mae Johnson 
Hallmark. My parents were John William and Willie 
Edna Hallmark Price. 

When I was a small baby, my parents decided to 
move west and take up government land. The place 
was between Midland and Odessa, post office, 
Warfield, Texas. Transportation from Burnet to 
Midland was by covered wagon. The distance was 
between 350 and 400 miles by roads that were 
traveled at that time. My parents, two of my uncles, 
my grandmother, John Ann Price, and I made the 
trip. My father and the two uncles each took a section 
of land. They built a house and fenced the acreage. 
The plan was to farm and raise cattle. They were 
there two years and had to give up. It never rained, 
and sandstorms came every day. Sand built up on 
the fences to the extent that the cattle walked out of 
the pastures. 

They gave up and moved to Coke County where 
they had relatives. My parents settled there and lived 
out their lives. The two uncles went back to Burnet. 
My parents farmed and ranched. In later years, my 
father was in real estate. He died in 1956. My mother 
was a homemaker and very fine seamstress. She died 
in 1961. 

My sister, Ruth Price Keeney, was born in Coke 
County, also a brother that died in infancy. 

I graduated from Bronte High School, attended 
San Angelo Business College and Abilene Christian 
College. The first job [had was in the office of Jessie 
T. Couch, District Clerk of Tom Green County. The 
Depression came and my job was terminated. In 
1941, beginning of World War IL, I went into civil 
service and moved to San Angelo. 


I worked at Mathis Field and Goodfellow Field. 
My job was in the stock record section of B-17 
Bomber airplane parts. When the fields were 
inactivated, I was lucky enough to get work in the 
offices of certified public accountants, Cherry, Eckert 
and Story. I was secretary and did extensive statistical 
typing. I loved my job and my bosses, and worked 
there happily for 30 years plus. 

I am a member of the First United Methodist 
Church and a life member of the United Methodist 
Women. I was a charter member in the club, 
American Business Women, in which I remained for 
many years. I am a member of the Fort Concho 
Membership Association. I do volunteer work, such 
as delivering meals. 

Ihave two aunts living, my mother’s sisters, Nona 
Hallmark Green and Willie Mae McGinty Rogers. 

The only immediate family I have is Gene and 
Ruth Keeney, my sister and brother-in-law, and their 
children and grandchildren. They have always kindly 
shared their children and grandchildren with me 
since I have none of my own. 

My niece and nephew, Cynthia Ann Keeney 
Semmelmann and Frank Semmelmann, have three 
children, Marcus Gene Semmelmann, Heidi Lynne 
Semmelmann, and Michael Aaron Semmelmann, my 
grandnephews and grandniece. 

My nephew and niece, Gene Price Keeney and 
Holly Wilson Keeney have three children, Krispin 
Anne Keeney, Fran Elizabeth Keeney and Rebecca 
Holloway Keeney, my grandnieces. 

If our parents had stayed longer in the west, they 
might have had oil instead of sand. 

by Annie Lee Price 


PRINGLE, WILLIAM A. and 
VICTORIA (LONG) 


William A. and Victoria (Long) Pringle - 1912 


William A. Pringle was born in 1851. In the early 
1880's, he married Juggie Adams and they had one 
son, Willie Loyd, born March 21, 1881, in Kosse. 

He then married Victoria (Long) who was born in 
1870. Their four children were Carl G., born 1890 
and died in 1961; Florence, born 1892 and died in 


1912; Clarence W., born 1895 and died in 1958. All 
are buried in Miami, Florida. Pearl was born 1887 
and died in 1958 and is buried in Georgia. 

The family lived about Fifth Street in San Angelo 
in 1898. 

In 1898 or 1899, Mrs. W.A. (Victoria) Pringle put 
a notice in the Firm Foundation, a religious 
publication, saying she and her husband were 
members of the Church of Christ and they would be 
glad to contact others who were likewise members 
of the Lord’s body. 

A.J. McCarty held the first gospel meeting in San 
Angelo about 1900. A temporary meeting room was 
obtained in the old Justice Academy, then located at 
Oakes and Woodrow Streets. The first members of 
the newly organized congregation were the Pringles, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dabney, Mrs. Marcia Dabney Rieves, 
and Mrs. Holder and her daughter. From this small 
group began the first congregation of the Church of 
Christ, that later became situated at Harris and Irving 
Streets. 

The Pringle family later moved to Miami, Florida, 
about 1912. W.A. died in 1932 at the age of 82 
years. Victoria died in 1933 at the age of 63. Both 
are buried in City Cemetery in Miami, Florida. 

by Eunice Sartain 


PRINGLE, WILLIE LOYD and 
ORA VIVIAN (UNDERWOOD) 


Willie Loyd and Ora Vivian (Underwood) Pringle 


Willie Loyd Pringle was born to W.A. and Juggie 
(Adams) on March 21, 1881 in Kosse. In the late 
1890’s and the early 1900’s he lived with his dad 
and stepmother, and their four children in San Angelo 
about 5th Street. 

Willie Loyd married Maud Morgan. She was born 
December 1, 1887, and died November 12, 1908. 
She is buried in the Arden Cemetery. 
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He and Ora Vivian Underwood were married. She 
was born November 19, 1895 in Bogata, Texas. She 
and Willie Loyd had six children. W.L. was the mail 
carrier between San Angelo and Arden from 1926 
until 1930, and also did farming in the Arden 
community. Grover Daniel carried the mail in 1931 
and 1932. 

Willie Loyd Pringle is well remembered by the 
children of the early years of the McGill School on 
Millspaugh and Sherwood Way as one of the bus 
drivers, a kindly gentleman with a big white 
mustache. 

They were life-long members of the Church of 
Christ wherever they made their home. 

W.L. died in Ballinger on December 13, 1976 at 
the age of 95 and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery 
in San Angelo. Ora died in Ballinger on May 6, 1970 
at the age of 74 and is also buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

by Eunice Sartain 


PRIVETT, SAMUEL THOMAS 


With the thumb of his right hand jammed under 
his suspender and his left hand grasping a weather- 
beaten hat, a well-known West Texan riding a crazily 
bucking bronco made his appearance before local 
fans from time to time. 

Booger Red, who acquired his nickname after a 
mishap with homemade fireworks nearly blinded 
him, and his wife Mollie (Webb) raised a family of 
prize-taking riders. They were Roy, Ella, Thomas 
(Tommy), Luther, and Alta. Booger Red and Mollie 
operated a wagon yard about 1900 in San Angelo, 
where the famous bronc rider began his performing 
career. The hat was passed among spectators who 
came from all around to watch him break broncs 
every Saturday. During a San Angelo Fair, the 
showman won a magnificent horse that he named 
Montana Gyp. Their performances earned Booger 
Red fame as the “King of Bronc Riders.” Booger 
Red and Montana Gyp earned big money entering 
rodeos throughout the United States. 

Stories have appeared in western magazines, 
Reader’s Digest, and newspapers all over the country 
about the famous family. Later they moved to Caddo, 
Oklahoma, where young Bill was born. As they 
earned fame as the best wild west show on the road, 
the circus came after them, and their life changed 
from camping along streams to riding trains from 
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Wash day with Hagenbeck- Wallac 
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e Circus. Alta “Lady” Privett (center) 


Booger Red’s daughters in 1928 
Ella Privett Linton (left) and Alta “Lady” Futch 
(right) 


town to town. They performed with Al G. Barnes, 
Buffalo Bill, Hagenbeck-Wallace, Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum-Bailey. 

When they reached California, the Wild West 
Show merged with the 101 Ranch Show, which had 
started filming western movies. In 1915, the 101 
Ranch Show performed at the Pan American 
exposition in San Francisco, where Booger Red won 
the World Championship silver-mounted saddle. 

On November 27, 1915, Ella, famous for her trick 
riding performances, married Hank Linton, her 
father’s star trick roping performer. The couple 
married before a circus crowd, with world cowboy 
champion Leonard Stroud as best man and Andy, 
the bucking bull, as an honor guest. The Lintons 
performed with the Tom Mix show many years, and 
Alta recalls that Hank played extra parts in western 
movies with Tom Mix and Roy Rogers. 

While Tommy, Luther and Alta performed with 
different shows, Tommy became famous in the 
United States and England. 

Booger Red Privett died March 24, 1925, in 
Miami, Oklahoma, at the age of 63. Roy quit the 
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circus and joined the service. Young Bill also quit 
the shows and worked for Bing Crosby, training race 
horses in Arcadia, California. 

Alta (Lady Privett) suffered a broken leg while 
performing with Hagenbeck-Wallace at Union City, 
Pennsylvania, in 1928. After being out 13 weeks, 
she returned and the group performed in fifteen states 
in five months, with the top city being Montreal, 
Canada. Her last performance was in Dallas, Texas, 
in 1932, when a special fan came to see her, Johnny 
Futch of San Angelo. Johnny and Lady Privett were 
married October 18, 1933. They lived in San Angelo 
until his death, December 22, 1967. Lady still makes 
her home in the same house where they lived. Mollie 
Privett died in 1969, and the rest of the children 
followed her, with Lady Privett remaining the only 
survivor. 

Booger Red was inducted into the National Rodeo 
Hall of Fame in Oklahoma in 1975. 

On August 8, 1987, Lady Privett Futch celebrated 
her 79th birthday. She delights in sharing episodes 
of the very fulfilling life the Wild West Show 
provided and stories of her famous family. Her 
favorite pastime is watching old western movies 
where old friends and familiar faces keep popping 
up. With hearty laughter, she recalls the day Hank 
came home, tired from filming western scenes all 
day, complaining, “They had me shooting Indians 
all day long and I never caught a glimpse of one!” 

by Rose Duke 


PROSISE, EUGENE 


Eugene Prosise - 1964 


The late Eugene Prosise, was born March 24, 1920 
in Eden, Texas. On March 14, 1947, he married 
Clydia Johnson Jones (born 28 June 1923 near 
Moody) in San Angelo. They have four daughters: 
Rita Kay Bradshaw (Jim), Ronda Fay Peterson, Reba 
May Phinney (Greg) and Ragena Day Fulton 
(James). At present there are eight grandchildren and 
one great-granddaughter. 

After their marriage, Clydia and Eugene made 
their home four miles southeast of Veribest, Texas 
on the Bob Dyess farm (her great-uncle). 
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Ronda Fay Prosise Peterson, Reba May Prosise 
Phinney, Ragena Day Prosise Fulton, Rita Kay 
Prosise Bradshaw, and Clydia Johnson Jones Prosise 


Eugene farmed all his life, except four years with 
the Marine Raiders in 1942 to 1946, and worked in 
the Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Shop at 
Goodfellow Air Force Base for ten years. 

After graduation from Veribest and Eola schools 
and attending San Angelo Junior College, Clydia 
worked for Western Union. She taught school at Eola 
in 1946-47. She also worked at Findlater’s, 
Merchants Fast Motor Lines, Whitsitt and Hall 
Accounting, and retired from Goodfellow Air Force 
Base after 21 years on July 7, 1978. She belongs to 
Veribest Baptist Church, Eastern Star, Extension 
Homemakers, Literary Review, Angelo Community 
Hospital Auxiliary, Veribest Quilters, Concho Cadre, 
and the Veribest WMU. 

Eugene’s parents were the late Coleman and Nettie 
Prosise. She raised three boys and two girls after 
having been widowed at 28 years old. When she was 
80 she married her widower brother-in-law, Bill 
Massey, but only lived four months. She farmed, 
ranched, sewed (she had rather make a dress than 
wash one) and ran a dress shop in Eden, for many 
years. 

Clydia’s parents were the late Jeff and Una 
Johnson, who settled in the Veribest community in 
1927. Jeff farmed for his uncle, Bob Dyess. Una 
was a housewife. 

Eugene enjoyed collecting and making guns and 
knives, talking, hunting and fishing. 

Clydia’s hobbies are quilting, crocheting, making 
flowers, reading, and traveling. She’s been to all 50 
states, 27 foreign countries, and rode on the Wagon 
Train in 1986 about 250 miles of the 3,260 miles. 

Eugene passed away at home on August 13, 1980, 
four days after his oldest brother, Ralph, in San 
Antonio. 

Eugene had adapted and adjusted through the 
years, and had an unchanging love of home, God 
and country. 

Clydia still lives on the home place, happy and 
healthy and looking forward to the next place to go. 

by Clydia Prosise 


PRUITT - WAKEFIELD 


William Benjamin Pruitt was born June 17, 1881, 
at Moffit, son of Milton Bailey Pruitt (born Russell 
County, Alabama, February 28, 1842) and Minerva 
Jane Naylor Horn Pruitt (born November 12, 1842, 
in Whitfield County, Georgia), who moved to Bell 
County after the Civil War. M.B. and Minerva Jane 
Naylor Pruitt were parents of six children, 3 sons, 
and 3 daughters. They lived on a farm near Moody 
and were active in civic and community affairs. The 
family was popular in the community, and the boys, 


together with other boys of their age that lived in the 
community, would ride their horses into town with 
their guns and shoot up the town if there was not 
other entertainment on Saturday nights. 

Minerva Jane Pruitt’s sister married a Connally, 
and they were the parents of the late Senator Tom 
Connally, who represented Texas in the U.S. Senate 
for many, many years. 

Minerva Jane Pruitt died October 25, 1919, at 
Miles. M.B. Pruitt died April 26, 1926, at Moody. 
Both are buried in the Pruitt-Naylor Cemetery, a 
private family cemetery near Moody, Bell County. 

William B. Pruitt loved to hunt and was an 
excellent marksman. On one trip out from Bell 
County to the Crockett County area, he killed 23 
deer. We have a picture of him with the antlers 
hanging over the edge of the wagon. 


William Benjamin Pruitt and Alice Isabelle Wakefield 
Pruitt 


William B. Pruitt was married to Alice Isabelle 
Wakefield in 1899 in Bell County. Her parents were 
Addison Monroe Wakefield, born 1858, and Mary 
Elizabeth Harris, born 1863, and they came from 
Kentucky to Bell County. They later moved to Indian 
Territory where she died in 1921 and he in 1947, at 
Hobart, Oklahoma. 

William B. and Alice Pruitt came to West Texas 
in a wagon and settled on a farm about 4.5 miles 
southeast of Miles, between Miles and Lowake. They 
had six children, five girls and a boy. 

The Pruitts raised cotton and feed, maize and oats, 
had a garden and an orchard. Farming was done with 
horses and mules. Everybody worked on the farm, 
plowing, chopping and picking cotton, and heading 
maize. 

The first school that we went to was known as 
Concho School, about 3 miles from home. I 
remember that we ate our lunch quickly, then 
moved all the furniture out and had a dance. Someone 
would play a harp and we would dance until one 
o’clock, then move the furniture back and have 
school again. Later, our parents decided to send us 
to Home Sweet Home School, which was about 4 or 
5 miles away. We rode horseback to school as it was 
a little far to walk, although we sometimes did. We 
finished grade school at Miles. 

In 1926 William B. and Alice Pruitt sold their farm 
and bought another one about two miles north of 
San Angelo where they lived until his death February 
14, 1947. In later years Alice Pruitt sold the farm to 
a daughter and son-in-law, Elsie and S.E. Adams, 
and moved to 1024 Preusser where she lived until 
her death June 14, 1970. Both are buried in Miles 
Cemetery. 

The Pruitt family are Baptists and were active in 
the church of the community in which they were then 
living. Bill Pruitt had one belief, that a man was just 
as good as his word, and if anyone ever lied to him, 


he had no more use for that person. Pruitt Drive in 
the North part of San Angelo is named for the Pruitt 
family. 

William B. and Alice Pruitt were parents of six 
children: 

Minerva, born Sept. 27, 1900 in Bell County, 
married John F. Roach Nov. 2, 1919, and had three 
children, twins, Huby Roach and Ruby Roach, who 
married Leslie Smithwick, and Joyce, who was 
stricken with polio in 1949 and never walked again. 
Joyce died in 1986. Minerva lives in Miles. 

Velma, born May 12, 1904, married J.L. Roach, 
had one child, a daughter, Thora Roach, who married 
Howard Morrow, and now lives in Dallas. Velma 
lives in Miles. 

Elsie, born March 15, 1906, married S.E. Adams, 
December 10, 1932. (See story elsewhere in this 
book.) 

W.B. “Bill” Privett, Jr., born May 31, 1909, 
married Mozelle Alexander. Had one child, Eddie 
Pruitt. Bill is deceased; Mozelle and Eddie live in 
the Fort Worth-Dallas area. 

Lola, born June 4, 1911, died at about 12 years of 
age. 

Verna, born July 7, 1914, married J.P. (Parker) 
Taylor. Had three sons, Vernon, Ted and Terry. Verna 
and Parker live in Austin. 

by Elsie Adams 


PRUITT, JOHN WATERS 


Myrtle Lee Taylor, born May 29, 1892, and John 
Waters Pruitt, born August 8, 1877, were married in 
1921 in Coryell County. Their first child, a son, 
Melton Bailey Pruitt, was born April 18, 1924 in 
Coryell County. The family moved to Tom Green 
County in 1926. On February 17, 1927, twin sons 
were born, Charles Boyd and William Loyd Pruitt. 
William Loyd died February 17, 1927. 

John Pruitt was a farmer near the communities of 
Veribest and Byrd in eastern Tom Green County until 
his death January 18, 1944. Myrtle was a nurse and 
a homemaker. She died January 5, 1978. 

Melton Bailey Pruitt married Ruby Dell Elderidge 
in 1944. They had one daughter, Becky Lynn Pruitt 
Shamburger, born September 26, 1946. Ruby Dell 
Elderidge Pruitt died July 8, 1949. 

Bailey married Ethel Joan Houston July 22, 1950. 
They had four children. Myra Joan Pruitt 
Sonnenberg, born April 29, 1952; Arnold McClain 
Pruitt, born December 10, 1953; Mary Renae Pruitt 
Heinze, born November 2, 1954; and John Houston 
Pruitt, born November 15, 1965. McClain died June 
26, 1977. Melton Bailey Pruitt died October 29, 
1969. There are eight grandchildren. 

Charles S. Boyd Pruitt married Berta Ann Reid 
on January 6,1954. They have three children. Belinda 
Lee Pruitt Fulgum, born September 11, 1955; 
Thorton Dale Pruitt, born November 10, 1956; and 
Charles Alan Pruitt, born June 13, 1967. There is 
one grandchild. 

Charles and Berta Pruitt live in San Angelo. 

Four of the John Waters Pruitt grandchildren reside 
in Tom Green County also. They are Myra 
Sonnenberg, Belinda Fulgum, Dale Pruitt, and Alan 
Pruitt. 

by Mary Renae Pruitt Heinze 
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PUCKITT, LEE WEDDELL 
and SANDRA (PICKENS) 


Lee Weddell Puckitt and Sandra Pickens Puckitt 


Lee Weddell Puckitt was born December 25, 1956 
in San Angelo. His parents, L.W. and Sadie Weddell 
Puckitt of San Angelo, were called away from the 
annual Christmas dinner at the George James 
Weddell ranch (Sadie’s father) for the new arrival. 
On October 20, 1979, he married Sandra Kay Pickens 
(born November 26, 1956, in Odessa, Texas). They 
have two boys: Lane Whitney Puckitt born April 3, 
1983, and Casey Lee Puckitt born March 21, 1984; 
both were born in San Angelo. 

Lee attended grade school and high school in San 
Angelo. Upon graduation from San Angelo Central 
High School in 1975, Lee went to Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock, where he received his BBA 
in 1979. During those four years, he was a member 
of Delta Tau Delta Fraternity, member of Texas Tech 
Rodeo Club, Dean’s Honor List, and was selected 
as the 1978-79 “Texas Tech Red Raider’’ (Masked 
Rider) in which he represented Texas Tech on their 
black horse (Happy VI) at many football games, 
parades and school events. 

Upon graduation from Texas Tech in May, 1979, 
Lee accepted a job with Federal Intermediate Credit 
Bank in Houston. After four months of living in 
Houston, he returned to San Angelo where he was 
employed by Southwest Bank as credit manager. This 
was 1980 and the oil patch was booming. Lee left 
the banking business in December of 1980 to go to 
work with his father, L.W., supplying water to the 
oilfield for drilling purposes. 

Currently, Lee manages family-owned invest- 
ments in the oilfield, real estate, and ranching 
operations. Lee spends much of his time at the Water 
Valley ranch caring for livestock just as did his great- 
grandfather, the late James Weddell, who migrated 
from Scotland to homestead ranch property in Water 
Valley in 1882. 

Lee recently joined Martin Lee Associates, Inc. 
where he is involved in ranch sales and appraisals. 
Lee is past president of “The Original Lamblast 
Committee,” a director of the Texas Sheep and Goat 
Raisers Association, and serves on the rodeo com- 
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mittee of the San Angelo Stock Show and Rodeo 
Association. 

Sandra (Sandy), the daughter of John Jacob and 
Mary Louise Wilson Pickens of Houston, attended 
elementary schools in both Odessa and Houston. She 
graduated from Westchester Senior High School in 
1975. Upon graduation, Sandy attended Texas 
Christian University where she was a member of 
Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority. She transferred to 
Texas Tech University her sophomore year. Making 
the Dean’s Honor List several times, Sandy 
graduated with a BBA in May, 1979. 

Sandy is currently involved in civic activities, 
being a member of San Angelo’s Junior League, 
Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Association Women’s 
Auxiliary, and St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church. Her 
days are very busy being a full-time rancher’s wife, 
helping Lee with office work, and being a devoted 
mother to the two boys. 

The family cherishes this West Texas lifestyle, 
their heritage and values they have received by living 
in Tom Green County. 

by Lee Weddell Puckett 


PUCKITT, L.W. and SADIE 
(WEDDELL) 


L.W. Puckitt and Sadie W. Puckitt - 1982 


L.W. Puckitt was born in London, Texas, on 
February 20, 1921. His parents were Alma Mae Ellis 
and Little Wood Puckitt. He graduated from Menard 
High School in 1940. 

He attended Texas A&M College and was a senior 
student in the Reserve Officer Training Corps, 
majoring in animal husbandry, when he was called 
into the infantry during World War II. L.W. married 
Sadie Weddell of Water Valley, Texas, on campus at 
A&M on March 16, 1944. 

Entering Officer Candidate School at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, he became a Second Lieutenant 


on November 30, 1944, and rated expert in his 
qualification of arms with a 30-caliber rifle. 

L.W. reported for overseas duty in December, 
1944, and was infantry unit commander assigned to 
Company H, 474th Infantry Regiment in Germany 
and Norway. He was in the Ardennes Rhineland 
Campaign. In Norway, he was commandant of a 
displaced persons camp. On January 30, 1946, he 
was promoted to First Lieutenant, and served as a 
Provost Marshal in Bremen, Germany. 

Returning to the United States in March, 1946, he 
ranched at Water Valley and later moved to San 
Angelo, opening Puckitt Hardware on May 15, 1949. 

In October of 1949, he and Lindsey Hicks of 
Ozona, Texas, jointly purchased the Findlater 
Hardware Company Retail Store. Five years later, 
when San Angelo rationed water, L.W., with the 
availability of Government-insured home improve- 
ment loans, announced low-cost drilling. Leasing 
eight cable tool rigs, he drilled 440 water wells, and 
eventually purchased a large air drilling rotary rig. 
The hardware business was dropped in 1956, and 
L.W. later became the sole owner of Puckitt Drilling 
and Supply, Inc., furnishing the water for the building 
of Amistad Dam, interstate highways, oil field 
operations, irrigation projects, and various city water 
systems. He sold out his drilling equipment in 1976 
and devoted his time strictly to ranching. 


L.W. and Sadie Puckitt. Taken in San Angelo, 
December 1986 at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 


L.W. and Sadie have three children. Sherry 
Zynette Puckitt was born August 22, 1945, while 
her father was overseas. She married Dan Carter 
Cauthorn of Sonora, Texas. Sadie Juanita Puckitt was 
born March 21, 1949. Juanita married Richard Steven 
Baker and they reside in San Angelo. Lee Weddell 
Puckitt was born December 25, 1956. He married 
Sandra Kay Pickens of Houston. They also live in 
San Angelo. 

L.W. is amember of the San Saba Masonic Lodge 
of Menard, the Scottish Rite Consistory of Dallas, 
and the Suez Shrine Temple of San Angelo. He is a 
member of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers 
Association, and also St. Mark Presbyterian Church 
in San Angelo. 

Sadie Weddell was born December 5, 1924, at St. 
John’s Hospital in San Angelo. The daughter of Ruth 
Irene Baker and George James Weddell, she 
graduated from Water Valley High School in 1941, 


and attended Southwestern University in 
Georgetown, where her grandmother, Sadie Jones 
Weddell had attended when she was young. Sadie 
transferred to the University of Texas and was in her 
junior year when she married L.W. Puckitt. Sadie 
and her family are owners and operators of a family 
heritage ranch, which has operated since 1885 under 
continuous ownership as a family agricultural 
enterprise. 

For more than twenty years, she and L.W. operated 
leased ranches in Tom Green, Menard, and 
Schleicher counties together with their partners, 
Alice and George Sisco. Sadie is a member of the 
Pocahontas Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the Order of the Eastern Star, 
Chapter No. 10, the Texas Sheepand Goat Raisers 
Association Women’s Auxiliary, and St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church in San Angelo. 

by Sadie Weddell Puckitt 


QUINLAN, MARK KEVIN and 
ROSEANNA (MCDONALD) 


Mark and Roseanne Quinlan - 1979 


I, Roseanna, am the fourth child of Charles and 
Connie (Logan) McDonald, born July 15, 1960, in 
San Angelo. 

I attended Goliad, Lake View Junior High and 
graduated from Lake View High School in 1978. I 
attended Angelo State University. From 1982 to 
1983, I worked at the Tom Green County Clerk’s 
Office as a Deputy Clerk. Later, I became the 
bookkeeper at McDonald Investment. 

Mark Kevin Quinlan and I were married in 
December, 1979. He was born on July 21, 1958, in 
San Antonio, to Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Quinlan. 

Mark graduated in 1983 from Angelo State 
University with a degree in management. 

Our daughter, Elizabeth Ann, was born March 4, 
1987, in Midland. 

by Roseanna Quinlan 


RAGSDALE, M.C. 


McArthur Cullen Ragsdale (1849-1944), San 
Angelo’s pioneer photographer, was a son of 
Edmund Carter Ragsdale (a physician) and Elizabeth 
Calhoun Ragsdale of South Carolina. The family 


Lto R: Arthur, Helen, M.C., Elizabeth and Henry 


moved to Texas after the Civil War and settled in 
Bell County. As a young man, M.C. Ragsdale worked 
as a traveling photographer. In 1875 he set up a 
photographic studio in San Angelo, but continued 
to make the rounds of West Texas towns until after 
his marriage in 1881. His bride, Mary Elizabeth 
Weber (1860-1940) was of French and German 
ancestry. Her parents were Joseph and Helen Weber, 
who had migrated to Tom Green County from 
Missouri. 

The two-story Ragsdale Building, erected in the 
1880’s on the northwest corner of Chadbourne Street 
and Concho Avenue, served both as photographic 
gallery and as living quarters for Mr. and Mrs. 
Ragsdale and their three children, Henry (1883- 
1963), Helen (1885-1974), and Arthur (1887-1935). 
M.C. Ragsdale retired from his successful business 
around 1918, but the family name remained 
prominent in local business affairs for many years. 

Henry Ragsdale’s first business venture on his own 
was a bicycle shop that he and a partner acquired 
from a man known as Choctaw George. Henry is 
perhaps best remembered for his 1911 trip to 
Syracuse, New York, on a primitive motorcycle. He 
worked for a year in automobile factories in 
Syracuse. Returning to San Angelo, he opened the 
Ragsdale Auto Company, and his services as a 
mechanic were much in demand. As his business 
expanded, he backed several of his employees in 
establishing their own businesses (Bailey Auto 
Company, Schuch Motor Company). Henry also 
founded two San Angelo radio stations. He was 
married to Hermione Mays, daughter of Judge 
Milton Mays, and they had a son, Milton McArthur 
Ragsdale. 

Helen Ragsdale was not allowed to date during 
her teen years. If she attended a party, her brother 
Henry escorted her. Despite limited activities, she 
was quite popular and was chosen as queen of a ball 
given by a businessmen’s organization. Helen met 
George Fackt when he was visiting relatives (Dr. and 
Mrs. Boyd Cornick) in San Angelo. Helen and 
George were married in San Angelo but lived in St. 
Louis, Denver, and Chicago. In 1938 George Fackt 
opened a factory in Redondo Beach, California, 
which made ceramic tiles by a new process he had 
invented. The Fackts had two children, Louise (Mrs. 
Lionel Weiss) and George, Jr. 

During his school days Arthur Ragsdale 
(McArthur Cullen Ragsdale, Jr.) acquired the 
nickname “Gotch.” After serving as a sergeant in 
the 17th Engineers during World War I, Arthur 
married Marian Jones of San Angelo. Their elder 
son was called Sonny until he was old enough to 
select his own name; the name he chose was Hal. 
They had another son, Edward, who died in early 
childhood. Arthur’s business, Angelo Auto Electric 


Company, was originally a department of his 
brother’s Ragsdale Auto Company. Marian Ragsdale 
continued to operate the business after Arthur died 
at age 48. 

Mary Elizabeth Ragsdale’s scrapbook, preserved 
in Fort Concho Museum’s archives, contains much 
additional information on the family. 

by Wayne Daniel 


RAIBON, L.A. 


Larkin A. Raibon 


Larkin Adolphis Raibon was born March 23, 1903 
to James Hennison Raibon and Hannah Perry Raibon 
on a farm in Smith County. 

He walked 3.5 miles to grade school in Mt. Olive. 
At age 20, he went to East Texas Academy to finish 
high school. All he had when he left home was one 
pair of very old shoes, two pairs of ragged pants and 
one cent. Dr. Pabs gave him a job splitting block 
wood at $.25 an hour. He studied theology for 2 years, 
graduating in 1928. 

He attended Prairie View A & M for 2.5 years, 
majoring in animal husbandry and playing on the 
varsity football team. He got a job in a barber shop 
shining shoes. He scrutinized every snip of the 
barbers scissors until he had mastered the trade. 
When a customer came in and no barber was there, 
he would cut their hair. 

In 1932, he moved to Bryan, getting a job ina 
barber shop. He cut hair for some time before going 
to Austin to take the “exam” for his barber’s license. 
He married Arline Lindsey in 1935 but it didn’t last 
long. 

Houston Counter enticed him to come to San 
Angelo and work in his barber shop at 311 N. 
Randolph. Talk about being frustrated — he arrived 
in San Angelo August 27, 1937, at 1:00 a.m., on a 
bus in a strange town with no one to meet him and 
only $.05. “I was so hungry, my stomach thought 
my throat had been cut.’’ He went to work that 
morning and found a place to live. He joined St. 
Paul’s Baptist Church on Sunday. 

In 1938, he married Artie Mae Clark Sims. This 
marriage lasted 16 years. There were no children by 
either marriage. 

In 1941, he bought a lot at 40 W. 14th Street, later 
building a home where he resides today. The Raibons 
opened the Modernistic Barber and Beauty Shop in 
1941. An auto accident in December, 1941 
hospitalized him for 54 days, with the bone in his 
left leg splintered. 
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Raibon was instrumental in organizing a NAACP 
chapter here in 1946. He served as president from 
1948 to 1970. Since 1970, he has been on the 
Executive Board. He attended every state and one 
national convention during his tenure as president. 

When the dark, stormy clouds of desegregation 
were engulfing our nation in the early 1950’s, 
Thurgood Marshall, head of the legal services for 
the NAACP, and in 1967, appointed to the Supreme 
Court, made several trips to San Angelo. While here, 
he visited in Raibon’s home. 

City and school officials called a meeting, 
regarding integration of the schools in 1954. They 
asked Raibon to attend and he insisted that he could 
fore see no reason for trouble. Total desegregation 
came to San Angelo with as little trouble as any place 
in the U.S. 

Retiring from barbering in 1979, he began 
delivering for two pharmacies. 

On his 84th birthday, he hosted his own birthday 
party at Zentner’s Daughter. Guests included his lady 
friend and thirteen employees from the pharmacies. 

Information given in interviews by Raibon in May, 
1987 to Marie Triplett Foster. 


RAMADOSS, 
BALAGHURUMURTHI 


In March of 1969, Balaghurumurthi Ramadoss 
and a friend went to Calcutta, India, to apply for 
immigration papers which would enable them to 
come to America. This had all been done in fun, and 
neither of them thought anything would become of 
their applications. Then in November Ramadoss 
surprisingly received notification that his papers were 
being processed and that he needed to get his pass- 
port ready. 

Ramadoss, however, met with some resistance 
from his parents. They said that he could not 
leave until he got married. Then after some searching 
(because in India most marriages are arranged), 
Ramadoss was married to Rajakumari Gopalakrishnan 
on July 5, 1970. Ramadoss received a final 
notification in February of 1970 which said that he 
had to be in New York by August 28. Rajakumari 
(Raji), however, could not get her papers that quickly. 
The two of them, therefore, were separated soon after 
their marriage. 

In August, Ramadoss left for America with another 
friend and they were told that they would receive 
their green cards at the gate in New York, but should 
keep their immigration papers with them at all times. 
Ramadoss, however, put his in his suitcase. This was 
a big mistake because while the young men went to 
Amsterdam, their luggage had been sent to their next 
destination, Paris. When they reached Paris, 
however, their luggage could not be found. After 
much searching, the luggage was found. They had 
planned to stay a couple of days in Paris, but after 
their recent mishap, they decided to continue on 
ahead to New York. 

A new challenge faced Ramadoss in New York; 
he had to find a job, and he took the first one that 
was offered to him — in Fort Worth. The job, however, 
was not very pleasant because of the employer and 
the hours, but it did provide him with enough money 
to obtain an affidavit which proved he could support 
his new bride. 

This financial independence enabled Raji to come 
to America. The journey was a different and 
frightening experience for her because she had never 
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been out of India, but today some of her experiences 
seem hilarious. For example, during the time of her 
trip, different colored pantyhose were the latest 
fashion in Europe. While Raji was in the London 
Airport, she noticed all the colors of pantyhose and 
wondered how there could be such a variety of color 
of legs. It took her a long time before she finally 
realized that they were just pantyhose. Raji finally 
reached Dallas on the sixth of January, 1971. Six 
weeks after his wife’s arrival, Ramadoss received a 
job offer in San Angelo, and accepted it. 

Then on October 12, 1972, their first child, Vithya, 
was born. Vani Ramadoss, their second child, was 
born on August 23, 1978. Vani will start the fourth 
grade at Bonham Elementary, and Vithya will be 
attending Central High School in the fall of 1987 as 
a sophomore. Ramadoss is employed with the same 
company which hired him in 1971. The Ramadosses 
have lived in San Angelo for sixteen years and plan 
to stay for many years in the future. 

by Vithya Ramadoss 


RANDHAWA, MARGUERITE 
(BUNYARD) 


Marguerite Bunyard Randhawa at age 35 in India 
with Apso, gift from Dahlai Lama 


Ben and Bess Bunyard’s last child, Marguerite, 
was born June 29, 1919. She studied “elocution”’ 
from age five, wanting to be a speech therapist. While 
studying at McMurry College in Abilene, she married 
Curry Allen. He was a Marine in WWII; his plane 
was shot down off Bougainville. 

Marguerite returned home, took a secretarial 
course and became a court reporter for the bom- 
bardier school. As the war ended, she was transferred 
to Japan as a reporter on the Major War Crimes Trials. 
During those four years, she met Prince and Princess 
Ri, Pretenders to the Korean throne, often visiting 
in their palace. 

Only 29 when the trials ended, she had time and 
money to go around the world. While sailing to Hong 
Kong, she was contacted by Dr. Victor Fren, her 
orientology teacher in Japan and former Minister of 
Education in northern China under Marshall Yen Hsi 
Shan. Chiang Kai-Shek, his government pushed 
south to Canton, was leaving to find a place of exile. 
Yen Hsi Shan would be Prime Minister and wanted 
Dr. Fren to return as Propaganda Minister. The ailing 
professor instructed Marguerite to go in his place. 
she lived in Chiang Kai-Shek’s compound, working 
directly with the Prime Minister. When the 
Communists took Canton, she escaped miraculously. 


In Bangkok she became a precis writer for the 
UN’s Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 
East. This took her through much of Southeast Asia. 
When ECAFE’s contract ended she visited Malaysia, 
Indochina, Burma, Singapore, and Indonesia. There 
she was arrested as a spy but soon released. 

Fascinated by Shinto and Buddhism in Japan, 
Marguerite was drawn to India, the fountain of 
religions. She toured Buddhist Sri Lanka and then 
India. She became ill and was sent to Kashmir to 
recuperate. In that romantic setting, she met Capt. 
Ravindar Singh Randhawa, a Sikh whose family had 
been accorded control of several areas in return for 
faithfulness to the British. Under Nehru’s rule such 
lands were divided and given to the farmers who 
tilled them; landlords surrendered their lands and 
titles to encourage democracy. Educated in special 
British schools, Ravi joined the RAF. At war’s end 
he joined the nationalized Indian Airlines 
Corporation as Operations Manager. 

Marguerite’s health improved. Daily Ravi took her 
in aromantic Kashmiri boat to beautiful gardens built 
by Shah Jehan for Mumtaz Mahal. Later he built the 
Taj Mahal as her tomb. When Marguerite was able 
to travel, Ravi offered to fly her to Amritsar. Instead, 
they landed in Delhi where Ravi persuaded her to 
stay a year to see his lifestyle and then decide if she 
would remain. Ravi’s uncle was Deputy Commis- 
sioner under Lord Mountbatten; the family was 
deeply involved in building a new India. Tempted 
by adventure, she stayed. 

Once married to Ravi, Marguerite helped organize 
village schools, small libraries and outpatient clinics. 
She established an English magazine for the Sikhs. 
She helped Mother Theresa when she left her order 
in Calcutta with dreams of educating the poor. With 
only $7.00, Mother Theresa rented a tiny room where 
she taught the slum children. At the end of her 
teaching day, she would go into the streets and carry 
the dying to her room. She washed their clothes and 
their bodies, put the clean rags on them and placed 
their bodies on clean sheets while she prayed for 
them. She said everyone deserves to die with a clean 
body and soul. 

Writing was Marguerite’s hobby. Her short stories, 
society reports, editorials and research writing were 
very popular. Loretta Young’s producer read 
Marguerite’s writings while flying over India; he 
bought the story, produced it for Loretta Young’s TV 
show and commissioned the author for more. She 
was also contracted by Collier’s Encyclopaedia to 
bring their entries on India up-to-date. She was 
thrilled to be able to give the Indians’ point of view 
rather than the British interpretation. 

Ravi’s sister and her son, only 3, lived with Ravi 
and Marguerite so the tiny Prince Raj Singh Rai — 
called Teenu — could study English. In only six 
months Teenu was speaking and reading English. 
Now grown, Teenu and his Canadian Sikh wife and 
two small sons have moved his parents and younger 
brother to Toronto to live with them. 

In 1956 Ravi’s father died. After the funeral 
Marguerite returned to Texas for her mother’s burial. 
A few days later word came that Ravi was killed ina 
plane crash in Nepal. The Himalayan weather was 
so bad neither she nor his family could go. Ravi was 
cremated at the royal ghats in Kathmandu. 
Marguerite and Ravi once occupied a 200-room 
palace there and she likes to return often. 

As a lecturer, Marguerite has visited Southeast 
Asia, all of India, most of Europe and the USA. In 
1960 she and LaNelle Jackson opened Travelin’ Tex. 
After eight years, LaNelle became sole owner and 


Marguerite moved to San Antonio. Still selling travel, 
she owns Margarita’s Travel, specializing in unusual 
and exotic trips and custom tailors journeys for her 
discriminating clients. Having visited over 125 
different countries, she is a member of the Century 
Club. Her home, decorated with trappings of her 
wanderings, is a little museum, a haven where she 
returns in memory to the exciting places she has been 
and interesting people she has known. 
by Marguerite Randhawa 


RANDOLPH, JOHN R. 


John R. Randolph 


John R. Randolph, 70, was born March 25, 1904 
in Cherokee,Tx. Randolph graduated from high 
school and attended South Western University. He 
came to San Angelo in 1928 and bought a pecan lease 
on the upper part of the North Concho River, which 
is now part of North Concho Lake. Randolph joined 
J.L. Rainey in the propagation of the native pecans 
to improve paper shell varieties. 

During the depression of the ‘30’s, he sold pecans 
delivered in San Antonio for 4 1/2 cents per pound. 
When new oil discoveries occurred in West Texas, 
he worked in conjunction with the Ira Yates estates 
in San Saba County doing pecan work. He owned 
pecan nurseries in San Saba County and near 
Christoval in the early 1930’s. He sold his pecan trees 
to the local nurseries here and other wholesale 
nurseries in Texas. Since the wholesale nurseries 
could not sell their shrubs and evergreens at the time, 
Randolph received these as exchange for pecan trees 
and opened his own retail nursery here located at 
Caddo Street. He maintained the business until his 
health forced him into retirement in 1972. Randolph, 
along with the thousands of pecan trees sold and 
furnished by area nurseries and Houston Harte, made 
San Angelo the largest pecan orchard in the county. 
Randolph budded pecans all over the state as far east 
as the Trinity River at Fort Worth, south to the Nueces 
River, west to the irrigated farms at Fort Stockton 
and north to Lubbock, plus thousands of yard trees 
in the city and surrounding towns. Mr. John R. 
Randolph passed away on December 23, 1974. 

by Betty Evelyn Randolph Speciale 


RAPPLEYE, GEORGE W. 


George W. Rappleye - one of. three partners on sheep 
ranch at Water Valley, TX - 1842-1920 


George W. Rappleye was born in 1842 in New 
York State. He was a life-long friend of David 
Williams, and they realized a dream of many years 
when they, accompanied by Ransom Williams, older 
brother of David, and Newton Rappleye, cousin of 
George, came to Texas to seek their fortune in 1877. 

Williams, Rappleye, and Knapp was the official 
and legal name by which the partnership was known, 
when Newton’s interest in the sheep ranch was sold 
to Jacob W. Knapp. 

George Rappleye devoted himself to the physical 
care of the sheep and the working operation of their 
holdings. They settled four miles above Water Valley 
on the North Concho River. Mesquite trees and cats 
claw brush grew close to the river and they 
discovered back in the hills and draws was the best 
sheep range. The streams had good running water, 
with plenty of fish. Pecan timber flourished along 
the banks of the North Concho. 

That first winter of 1879-1880, they built sheds 
for the horses and sheep and a picket house for 
themselves. The sheds consisted of mesquite poles 
laid in pecan crotches, and covered with hay for 
roofs. They got plenty of damaged hay left by the 
haymakers. The haymakers cut prairie hay for Fort 
Concho and for sale to the stage line at Ben Ficklin 
and to individuals at Ben Ficklin and San Angelo. 
They had cut and raked it up, but the rains came 
before they could haul the hay to the post (Fort 
Concho) and it was left on the range to rot. 

They learned they were in the midst of what was 
once a favorite buffalo range. They found the skulls 
and larger bones at almost every turn all through the 
valley. Hunters had killed thousands of buffalo here 
just for their hides, leaving the meat to waste on the 
ground. 

The buffalo were gone, but the threat of Indians 
still prevailed. Incidents in 1879-1880 involved Alex 
Gardner, whose ranch was located about 15 miles 
northwest of the post. He was noted for his fine 
horses and consequently was a target of horse thieves 
and Indian raids. Jonathan Miles, an early settler of 
the San Angelo and Fort Concho area, was the 
developer of an addition to the City of San Angelo, 
and had extensive holdings, and irrigation project 
on the North Concho River. Indians stole horses from 
both of them. The Rangers saw some Indians and 


captured and brought back Miles’ horses, but could 
not get Gardner’s horses, nor the Indians. 

There were numerous horse hunts for both strayed 
and stolen horses. Someone has said that half the 
early Texans spent half their time hunting horses. 

George Rappleye ranched in the area until his later 
years. He died in 1920, the last survivor of the 
partnership. 

Story submitted by Mary Lou McBride and 
Thomas and JoAn Earnest; Story researched by Elton 
T. Mims, a historian from Water Valley. 


RATLIFF, RAY and 
EVELYN (SUMMY) 


Ray Ratliff was born May 12, 1903, in Mullin. 
Evelyn (Summy) Ratliff was born May 15, 1905, in 
Mullin. 

They moved to Tom Green County to the Midway 
Community near Arden, in 1927, and lived there until 
1938. They moved to Mereta, in 1938; in 1940, they 
moved to their farm on Ratliff Road where they live 
at the present. They had three children: William Kent 
(Skeezix) Ratliff, deceased; Gerald Ray Ratliff, 
attorney at law, San Angelo; and Carolyn Sue 
(Ratliff) Hartgrove, Dallas, Texas. 

They have operated a stock farm and dairy. Ray 
Ratliff was active in the Tom Green County 
Democratic Party for many years, having run for the 
office of County Commissioner in 1952. He was 
president of the Tom Green County Farm Bureau in 
the 1950’s, and the Ratliffs have attended Park 
Heights Baptist Church since 1942. 

by Gerald Ray Ratliff 


RAU, CHARLES HERMAN I 


ul i f a 
Charles Herman Rau and Louisa Catherine Friebele 
Rau 


The Charles Herman Rau family came to San 
Angelo before 1890 and moved into No. 1, Officers 
Quarters at Ft. Concho. Charles Rau was born in 
Sacony, Germany, December 9, 1840. He came to 
the United States as a young man in his teens. He 
married Anna Shahan in Memphis, Tennessee and 
they had three children. Cora Killinger Starkie (Mrs. 
Clarence E. Starkie) was a descendant. They moved 
to Salem, N.C., where Mrs. Rau died, October 20, 
1873. Mr. Rau married Miss Louisa Catherine 
Friebele in Salem, N.C., February 19, 1874. Mrs. 
Rau was a member of First Presbyterian Church, a 
devout church worker, a devoted mother and 
excellent seamstress. Mr. Rau was a blacksmith, 
carriage maker and wood worker by trade. While 
living in San Angelo, Mr. vcv and Mr. Mabry owned 
and operated a shop called San Angelo Carriage 
Shop. Mr. Rau left San Angelo in early 1900 and he 
died in Elmdorf, N.M., August 26, 1906. 
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The children from this marriage were: Amelia 
Josephine, born March 8, 1875, in Austin. Amelia 
married Robert Lee Nesbit in 1895 in San Angelo. 
They had one daughter. Mrs. Nesbit died in 1944. 

Rosa Clare, born December 14, 1877 in San 
Marcos. Rose worked at Hemphill-Wells as a 
seamstress and alteration lady for many years. She 
died May 25, 1965. 

William Charles Edward, born August 30, 1879 
in San Marcos. William married Alyce Forrester. 
They had four children. He died September 20, 1949. 

John Albert, born August 30, 1881, in San Marcos. 
John married and had one son. John Rau moved to 
E] Paso and worked for Krakaumer, Zork and Moye 
Hardware Company. John Rau died April 27, 1954. 

Lewis Benjamin, born September 1, 1883 in San 
Marcos. Married and had two daughters. He died 
May 27, 1949 in California. 

Charles Herman, born November 16, 1885 in San 
Marcos. Charles Rau married Gertrude Rowland and 
they had five children; four daughters are still living. 
Charles Rau was killed in a hunting accident June 
22, 1932. 

Lula Alberta Sarah, born November 20, 1888, in 
San Marcos. Lula Rau married a Mr. L.H. Martin in 
San Angelo and they had two sons. She died in 
California. 

Bessie Hallie, born October 30, 1891 in San 
Angelo at Fort Concho, No.1 Officers Quarters. Bess 
Rau worked for George Allen Music Store for many 
years. She died December 30, 1945. 

Florence Fiola, born August 14, 1893, in San 
Angelo at Fort Concho, No. 1, Officers Quarters. 
Florence Rau taught school in San Angelo and Eden. 
She was the first principal at Stephen F. Austin 
Elementary School. Florence Rau died April 22, 
1952. 

Samuel Walter, born October 17, 1895, the 
youngest in the Rau family, in San Angelo at Fort 
Concho, No. 1, Officers Quarters. Walter Rau was 
in the U.S. Navy during World War I on the ship 
U.S.S. Mount Vernon. After the war, Walter returned 
to San Angelo and later joined his brothers, John 
and Lewis, in El Paso. He worked for Zork and Moye 
Hardware Company until his death. 

In San Angelo, the Rau family lived at Fort 
Concho on first coming to San Angelo, then they 
moved to a place in East Angelo. After the children 
were grown, married and moved away, Mrs. Rau and 
her three single daughters moved into San Angelo 
proper at 34 East Harris Ave., on the corner where 
the San Angelo Standard-Times now stands. Mrs. 
Rau died April 5, 1923 and Bess Rau in 1945. 
Florence and Rosa Rau then moved to 1215 
Colorado, where they lived until their deaths. 

by Charlotte Rau Pfluger 


RAU, CHARLES HERMAN II 


Charles Herman Rau II was born November 16, 
1880 in San Marcos. He was the sixth child born in 
a family of ten children. Moving by covered wagon 
to San Angelo in 1890, Charles Rau’s family moved 
into No. 1 Officers Quarters at Old Fort Concho. He 
spent the next few years living at the old Fort. 

Charles Rau started working for R.J. Andrews and 
Son Saddle Shop when he was still a boy in his early 
teens, where he learned the trade of saddle making 
and leather work. He became known throughout 
West Texas for his saddles and leather work. He 
worked for Andrews for thirty-three years, part of 
those years as head foreman. When Andrews closed 
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the shop in the early 30’s, Charles Rau went into 
business for himself. Charles Rau loved hunting and 
fishing. 

Charles Rau married Gertrude Ann Rowland on 
November 21, 1906 in the Presbyterian manse. 
Gertrude Rau was a loving wife, a devout church 
member, a member of the First Christian Church 
where she sang in the choir, member of the Ladies 
“Aide” Society and a wonderful and devoted mother. 

From this marriage five children were born: 

Gertrude LaVerne, August 28, 1908, married Percy 
W. Turner from Water Valley, November 26, 1925. 

Charles Howard, August 18, 1911, married Jean 
Benge, 1934. Died May 30, 1946. 

Charlotte Louise, June 11, 1917, married Vernon 
Leo Pfluger, March 3, 1940. 

Frances Mae, October 23, 1919, married “Silas” 
Bert Phillips, Jr., January 17, 1943. 

Mary Jeanne, July 8, 1925, married William 
Crawford Hitch, Jr., February 12, 1950. 

Charles Rau was killed in a hunting accident June 
22, 1932. Gertrude Rau died August 16, 1974. 

Charles and Gertrude Rau are survived by their 
four daughters, eleven grandchildren, fourteen-great 
grandchildren and five great-great-grandchildren. 

by Charlotte Pfluger 


RAWLINGS, CARTER T. 


Carter T. Rawlings and Ruth A. Cone Rawlings 


Carter Thomas Rawlings was born November 26, 
1895 in Coke County. He died May 25, 1982. Carter 
attended Coke County schools and graduated from 
high school in San Angelo. He attended Texas A&M 
before entering the service during World War I. He 
was discharged from the army in 1918 at the close 
of the war. 

Ruth Adele Cone was born in Buffalo, New York 
on November 2, 1900. She died May 6, 1972. Ruth 
moved to Fort Worth at an early age. After graduating 
from Fort Worth High School with honors, she 
worked for the Fort Worth Star Telegram until her 
marriage. 

Carter and Ruth were married in Fort Worth, on 
December 8, 1920. They made their first home in 
Coke County, before moving to their ranch near 
Water Valley in 1923. 

The Rawlingses were interested in church, school 
and community affairs, lending their support 
wherever needed. Carter and Ruth were members of 
the Methodist Church, where Ruth was the pianist 
and organist for years. Carter served on the Water 
Valley School Board of Trustees for a number of 
years. Ruth was active in the Home Demonstration 
Club and the Ranch Bridge Club. She is known for 


her pecan pies and hot breads. The family favorite 
was biscuits, with butter, honey or jelly. A dessert of 
cake or pie finished the meal. 

Carter T. and Ruth A. Rawlings were the parents 
of four children, all of whom graduated from the 
Water Valley School: Thomas Carter, who lives on 
the family ranch, with his wife, the former Lora Mae 
Humble. They were married April 15, 1949, and are 
the parents of four children, Paul, David, Alice and 
John, deceased. 

Alice Marian was born in Coke County. Marian 
married Thomas Marshall Bird, Jr. on June 1, 1947, 
and they have lived in Pasadena, most of their 
married life. They have one son, Carter Marshall. 
Marshall and his wife, Connie Rothermel have two 
daughters, Rachel and Johanna. 

Frank Cone was born in San Angelo. He lived in 
the Water Valley area all of his life. Frank was ill for 
many years and died July 10, 1977 at the age of 50. 
Frank is remembered by his family and friends as a 
kind and fun loving person. 

Elizabeth (Beth) was born in San Angelo. Beth 
and Albert Henry (Hank) Edwards were married 
August 19, 1950. They have lived in the Denver, 
Colorado area for the past 37 years. Their sons are 
Sheldon Thomas and Wayne Alexander. Sheldon is 
married to Connie Blackmon. 

Our mother, Ruth Rawlings, is remembered for 
the love and devotion to her family, church, and 
community. Her example was an inspiration for all. 

Our father, Carter Rawlings, is remembered for 
his many interesting bedtime stories, his willingness 
to drive for any school outings, and his outstanding 
gardens. 

We are thankful for our heritage. 

by The Children of Carter 
and Ruth Rawlings 


RAWLINGS, THOMAS C. 


Thomas Carter Rawlings was born near Bronte in 
Coke County. He is the first child of Carter T. and 
Ruth A. Rawlings. The family moved to the Water 
Valley community in 1924. 

Tom attended Water Valley School and Tarleton 
State College. His college was interrupted by World 
War II. He served in the Army Air Force from 1942 
to 1945. 

Tom worked in the ranching business with his 
father, Carter T. Rawlings. Tom and his son, David, 
continue to ranch in Coke and Tom Green Counties. 

Tom married Lora M. Humble on April 15, 1949. 
Lora M. is the daughter of Tom H. Humble and 
Verdie Cain Humble of Sterling County. Lora M. 
was born in Lovington, New Mexico. The Humbles 
moved to Sterling County in August, 1934. Lora M. 
attended Sterling City School and Texas Tech 
University. Tom and Lora M. have been active 
members of the Water Valley United Methodist 
Church and many community projects. They are 
parents of four children: Paul Thomas, David Robert, 
Ruth Alice and John Edward (deceased). 

Paul T. attended Water Valley School and Angelo 
State University. He graduated with a degree in 
business administration. Paul has been trained and 
is employed as an Electronics Technician servicing 
equipment used in the oil industry. Paul and his wife, 
Caren (Chaney) have a son, Russell Paul. Caren 
graduated from Texas Tech with a degree in Home 
Economics and has taught in the San Angelo school 
system for the past five years. 


David R. attended Water Valley School and 
Angelo State University. He graduated with a degree 
in business administration. David and wife, Kary Ann 
Wilshusen, have a daughter, Rebecca Ann Rawlings. 
Kary graduated from Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary with a Master of Divinity 
degree and from the Presbyterian School of Christian 
Education with a Master of Arts Degree. 

Alice attended Water Valley School and Angelo 
State University. She received her Bachelor of 
Science Degree from Harris School of Nursing at 
Texas Christian University in Fort Worth. Alice has 
worked as a registered nurse in Fort Worth since her 
graduation. Alice R. Honea has two children, John 
Murphree and Elizabeth Rawlings Honea. Alice and 
her children live in Fort Worth. 

by Lora Rawlings 


RAY, C.H. 


Charley Hampton Ray, born April 22, 1876, and 
Mable Clair Smith, born February 5, 1880, were 
married in Bell County on June 26, 1898. In 1900, 
they moved to Runnels County, on land they 
purchased and which later was the location of the 
town of Norton. They lived there until 1904, at which 
time they purchased land just north of and part of 
the school district which was later called Ray. The 
Baptist Church that was later organized was also 
called Ray Church until the early 1920’s when the 
name was changed to New Prospect. C.H. and 
Mable Clair lived there until the end of 1914. 

Seven children were born to the union: Helen Ray 
(McGuire), April 22, 1903; Willie Mae Ray (Payne), 
November 30, 1905; Clair D. Ray (Westbrook), July 
24, 1908; Charles Harvey Ray, February 8, 1911; 
Morris Wilson Ray, March 5, 1914; Johnny Wade 
Ray, born January 13, 1917 in Runnels County; and 
Gilbert Lester Ray, born January 28, 1920 in Runnels 
County. 

C.H. worked for the establishment of the school 
district and the church which bore his name. 

Charley Ray was a farmer, reared his family on 
200 acres; also many relatives’ children lived with 
him and Mable throughout the years. Charley’s by- 
word was “Help my life.” 

C.H. and Mable moved to the place near Miles in 
1916 or 1917, approximately 4 miles north of Miles, 
Runnels County, where they lived for 46 years before 
C.H.’s death on April 4, 1963. Mable Ray died on 
September 2, 1978. 

by Mary Bess Granzin 


REASONOVER, ELIZABETH 
VIRGINIA (DAVIS) 


Elizabeth Virginia Davis was born December 14, 
1847, in Delray, in Panola County. Her parents were 
William and Mary “Polly”? (Walton) Davis, who 
came to Panola County in 1845 from Mississippi. 

Elizabeth married Jordan Reasonover in Panola 
County on May 11, 1863. After living in East Texas 
for a few years, they came to Water Valley in 1888. 

Eventually, Elizabeth and Jordan Reasonover 
established the Reasonover Hotel and Wagon Yard, 
to accommodate the passengers on the stage line. 
The hotel had ten rooms with family style meals 
being served in the dining room with a long table. 
The wagon yard accommodated families traveling 
through the country. They could park their wagons 
and either eat and sleep in their wagons or they could 


Jordan and Elizabeth Reasonover family 
Back row: L to R: William Ocie, Alvie (Shurman), Willie (Hoover), Walter J. Front row: L to R: Jordan, 


Elizabeth, and John T. Reasonover 


eat and/or sleep in the hotel. Some families lived as 
long as six months in the wagon yard. 

Water Valley was a growing little town. It had a 
man-made lake for irrigating hundreds of acres of 
cotton in rich soil near the river; a cotton gin on the 
river, powered by a water wheel; and several bus- 
inesses to serve the area ranchers and farmers. Also, 
what with the talk of a railroad coming through Water 
Valley to Sterling City, land sales were booming. 

In 1897, John Y. Rust of the San Angelo Telephone 
Company ran a line from San Angelo to Colorado 
City. A small office in the Reasonover Hotel served 
as a place to answer the one telephone and to carry 
on conversations. Willie Reasonover, at the age of 
eleven, was paid $2.50 per month by the company 
to answer the phone and take messages down and 
deliver them to the area townspeople and ranches. 
She loved to ride her horse and delighted in the 
opportunity to earn some money, too. 

Jordan and Elizabeth Reasonover raised five 
children: Walter J., born March 29, 1864 in Clayton; 
Alvie (Shurman), born January 1, 1871 in Clayton; 
William Ocie, born December 12, 1872 in Clayton; 
John T., born March 13, 1875 in Clayton; Willie 
(Hoover), born December 3, 1886 in Martindale. 
Willie Hoover is over 100 years old and lives in her 
home in Ballinger. 

In 1908, Jordan and Elizabeth Reasonover moved 
to San Angelo. They ran a boarding house at 310 
East 6th Street for several years, until the house 
burned. They then moved to 10 East 6th Street. 
Jordan Reasonover operated a small grocery store 
at 20 East 6th Street. 

Jordan Reasonover died March 12, 1933. 
Elizabeth Virginia Reasonover died December 11, 
1935. Both are buried in the Fairmount Cemetery in 
San Angelo. 

by Mary Lou McBride and 
Thomas and JoAn Earnest 


REASONOVER, JORDAN T. 


Jordan Reasonover Family 
Back row: Jordan and Elizabeth Reasonover. Sitting 
on porch L-R: John T., Willie (holding her doll), 
Alvie, and William Ocie. 
On the front porch of the Reasonover Hotel and 
Wagon Yard at Water Valley, Texas (early 1900s) 
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Reasonover Hotel - Water Valley, TX. Built in 1889 


Jordan T. Reasonover was born November 1, 
1841, in a fort where Huntsville now stands, the same 
year Cynthia Ann Parker was captured by the Indians. 
During his boyhood days, his father moved the 
family to Rusk County, Grayson County, and then 
to Navasota. 
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It was in Navasota in 1852 that Jordan was an 
awe-stricken onlooker when the first railway was 
built in Texas, connecting the town with Houston. 
There also he enlisted in the Confederate Army 
shortly after Texas entered the conflict between the 
states. Sam Houston, an old man by then, made a 
speech to the boys who were about to march away 
to war. Houston, who was opposed to the stand the 
state he loved had taken, outlined his experiences in 
the Mexican War and told the young recruits their 
lot would not be child’s play. Jordan Reasonover 
found the war much as Houston had predicted. 

After two years, he was wounded in the battle of 
Mansfield on April 8, 1864, and was sent home. He 
settled in Panola County the same year he married 
Elizabeth Virginia Davis in 1863. She was born in 
Panola County in 1847. 

The young couple moved to Jack County and 
started housekeeping in a cabin of peeled logs with 
a floor of earth. Fire they obtained by striking sparks 
from a skillet lid with a case knife into tinder; they 
had no flint nor steel. Jordan hunted with a muzzle- 
loading flintlock rifle, the balls for which he molded 
himself. Their furniture and nearly everything they 
used was home manufactured. People raised only 
what they could eat in those days by “scratching a 
little clearing in the timber.” For meat, they had hog, 
deer, and buffalo. Corn for bread, their main staple, 
was crushed in a rude mortar made from a log, as 
there were few mills in Texas. 

While in Jack County, Jordan Reasonover 
witnessed the last raid made by the Indians. A party 
of nine redskins stole some horses. The Indians were 
pursued and slain. He said he never fought Indians 
because they never bothered him, and though he has 
seen the prairies black with buffalo, he never killed 
one. 

From Jack County, the young couple moved to 
Caldwell County, then back to East Texas and in 1888 
to Water Valley. At that time, there was only one 
house between San Angelo and Water Valley. 

Eventually, Jordan and his wife established the 
Reasonover Hotel and Wagon Yard in Water Valley, 
with the post office being next door, just outside the 
white picket fence enclosing their yard. 

In 1908, Elizabeth and Jordan Reasonover moved 
to San Angelo to 310 East 6th Street where they ran 
a boarding house and he had a small grocery store at 
20 East 6th Street. 

Her philosophy of life was, “I believe work is the 
surest way to a long and happy life.”’ And they both 
believed the person who minds his own business is 
happiest in the long run. “I just sit in my chair and 
let the rest of the world wag as it will,’ Jordan 
Reasonover declared. 

Both were living examples of the men and women 
of stamina which the pioneer days of Texas produced. 

by Mary Lou McBride 


RECTOR, JOSEPH VERNON 


Joseph Vernon Rector, born Ma_ rch 23, 1917, in 
San Angelo, is the son of William Joseph and Katie 
(Hoover) Rector. Mr. Rector received his education 
in local schools and took special training in San 
Antonio, where he became an aircraft inspector. 
Upon graduation, he was assigned to Avenger Field, 
Sweetwater. It was at this location where women 
pilots (WASPS) were trained during World War II 
for the Army Air Corps. He served in the Army Air 
Corps Reserve and the Merchant Marine with duty 
in the Pacific area. 
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On November 23, 1945, he married Doris Ann 
Coker (born May 1, 1921, Roby) in Sweetwater. Mr. 
Rector was employed by the U.S. Postal Service as 
a letter carrier for 34 years, retiring in 1979. Mrs. 
Rector is a Licensed Vocational Nurse. Their children 
are Randall J. (Randy) Rector (born December 31, 
1946) and Ricki Ann Pfluger (born July 11, 1953, 
San Angelo). In 1970, Randy married Shireen 
Jackson (born November 25, 1950, San Angelo). The 
Rectors are members of Holy Angels Catholic 
Church. 

Mr. Rector often tells stories of his childhood in 
San Angelo, the fun they had on the North Concho 
River hunting, fishing, and swimming with other 
neighborhood friends. Once he and a friend were 
hunting upstream when the other boy propped his 
“22” rifle on his foot. The gun discharged, striking 
him on the foot. He had to be carried and assisted 
over five miles of plowed field, where they found a 
stranger. After some begging, he transported them 
home so the boy could receive medical treatment. 
Another time, three of the boys set out a trotline and 
snagged a huge yellow catfish, weighing over 43 
pounds. They put it into a No. 2 wash tub and all the 
kids came to view the prize. 

The Rectors’ back porch and yard were the favorite 
places for the neighborhood boys. They dug a huge 
cave complete with fireplace, ladder and tunnel. 
They cooked beans and potatoes, covered in mud, 
on the fire. The food contained a little grit, but was 
totally delicious to eat. Often a more brave youngster 
would get the rest in the cave and cover the chimney 
to smoke them out. Pranks such as these and the good 
times were shared by all the boys who lived in that 
part of town. Another story was of a Boy Scout Troop 
and their leader staging a cookout in the backyard 
during depression days. 

Today the couple enjoy spending time with three 
grandchildren, other family members, visiting with 
friends, watching sporting events, and recalling 
stories of the past. 

by Margaret L. Poulter 


RECTOR, WILLIAM 
JOSEPH “BUD” 


William J. Rector and wife Kathryn (Katie) Rector. 
Wedding Picture - 1910 


William Joseph (Bud) Rector was born November 
2, 1875, in Bowling Green, Kentucky, son of John 
(born May 4, 1840) and Louisa (Greathouse) Rector 
(born February 4, 1850). He moved to Whitewright, 
in 1901. On April 10, 1910, he married Kathryn 
(Katie) Hoover (born May 28, 1882, Elkader, Iowa) 
and set up housekeeping in San Angelo. Mr. Rector 
tended bar in the Arc Light Saloon for Tom 
McCloskey and Clint Pinson and later for Bob 
Harper. He worked in law enforcement as a deputy 
and later for the Angelo Furniture Company on West 
Beauregard. 

His children enjoyed visits to the furniture store, 
as there were so many new and wonderful things to 
see. They were fascinated by a large white plaster- 
of-paris dog, with big black eyes and ears, that graced 
the entrance to the store. The beautiful statue, with 
tilted head, carried a sign around his neck, reading 
“can’t you talk,”’ advertising Victrola talking 
machines. 

Christmas was a special time as the family living 
room was turned into an enchanted fairyland with a 
large, beautifully adorned cedar tree. Festoons of 
red and green rope, discarded from the furniture 
store, were hung from the ten-foot ceiling, with large 
red tissue paper bells hanging beneath. The parents 
began several weeks before Christmas, working at 
night, after the children were asleep, to decorate the 
room. Their children were not allowed in until 
Christmas Eve; then the wonderful smell of cedar 
and the pungent aroma of apples greeted the excited 
youngsters. One year, a real live Santa Claus ap- 
peared, a memory never to be forgotten. 

After the store closed, Mr. Rector worked for the 
San Angelo Transfer Company, packing and crating 
fine china, crystal, and expensive household 
furnishings for shipment to various parts of the 
country. Satisfied customers wrote back expressing 
appreciation for the safe transfer of their valuable 
possessions. 

Mr. Rector died on October 12, 1948, in San 
Angelo, at 72 years of age and Mrs. Rector expired 
on December 21, 1972, at the age of 90 years. Their 
children, Joseph Vernon Rector (born March 23, 
1917) and Margaret Louise Rector Poulter (born 
December 9, 1921), two grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren, survive the couple. 

by Margaret L. Poulter 


REED, JOHN LEE 


The genealogy and historical events of the 
Motsenbocker-Reed families date back to 1792 when 
a daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. Akers who lived 
in Pennsylvania or New York. George Washington 
was serving his first term as President of the United 
States. 

Sometime during 1812, Akers’ daughter married 
Mr. Arnold, who later died. She married Jake 
Motsenbocker near Muncie, Indiana in 1820. 
Great-grandmother Sylvia Kitty married Jake of 
Knickerbocker-Dutch descent, moved to Kansas, and 
later moved to Wise County. 

Great-great-grandmother Sylvia Elizabeth, born 
in Indiana, later married Robert McQueston, a Union 
soldier during the Civil War. McQueston was taken 
prisoner by Confederates, put in Belle Isle Prison, 
where he stayed until the close of the Civil War. 
During his stay, he carved trinkets with his pocket 
knife to send back to kindred. 

Grandma Sylvia Motsenbocker, born 1863, 
moved to Kansas, married George Houston Reed in 


1882 in Decatur. They had four sons and three 
daughters. 

John and two brothers had bought three sections 
of land on Concho River near Mullin Crossing south 
of Miles. They were “batching” together, farming, 
and ranching the land. They planned to use irrigation 
river water. Other farmers had the same idea. 
Concho River was always low when water was most 
needed. 

In 1917, John Reed married Agatha Helen 
Schumm and moved to their home near Mullin 
Crossing. Agatha was the youngest of eight children 
of Emil Schumm and Meta Felzer, his wife. Of 
German lineage, they, along with two more 
Schumms landed at Galveston. Land around 
Fredericksburg-Mason area was open for home- 
steading. Emil chose Temple where he built two 
stores. Later, he moved on west to Ballinger, Miles, 
and Hatchel in the mercantile business. 

In 1920-21, John Reed and Worley Reed bought 
two sections of land on the Concho River some 15 
miles closer to the mouth of the river. This was 
located in the middle of Jake Johnson’s ranch land, 
six miles east of San Angelo. This was Lee Maples 
holdings. 

An irrigation dam was built by J.C. McDonald 
and Sons. Again, farming and ranching was his 
dream with water! 

John and Agatha Reed were parents of two 
children. Lorene was born July 4, 1919, and Buster 
was born November 30, 1920. Both parents were 
believers in a college education for life enrichment. 
Both children finished college. Lorene graduated 
from Sul Ross State College in Alpine, and taught 
school for 30 years. Buster graduated from 
Vanderbilt in Nashville, Tennessee. 

by Lorene Reed Johnson 


REESE, NONA MAE (KNOX) 
(PADGETT) 


Nona Mae (Knox, Padgett) Reese was born in 
Rogersville, Missouri, January 31, 1922. My parents 
were Wilbur Downey Knox (January 30, 1892 - 
December 13, 1973) and Virginia Mae Strange (July 
20, 1895 - February 24, 1977). I was married to 
Robert Johnson Padgett in San Antonio, November 
10, 1943. His parents were Ralph Padgett and Maude 
Bridges, of Lattimore, North Carolina. One daughter, 
Roberta Jean, was born to this union on September 
5, 1944, at Brooke General Hospital, Fort Sam 
Houston, San Antonio. 

The family moved to Lockhart, Caldwell County, 
after Robert’s discharge from the Army in 1945. This 
marriage ended in March, 1948. Our daughter and I 
made our home with my parents, moving to San 
Angelo in September, 1948. 

I was employed by GTE from May, 1954, until 
retirement, September 30, 1982. I was assigned to 
Revenue Accounting, except for seven years as 
Keypunch Operator. Since retirement, I have been 
receptionist-typist for Christian Counseling Center, 
Colorado and Jackson Street Church of Christ, San 
Angelo. I have been an active member of this 
congregation since moving here in 1948. 

Telephony must have been inherited. My 
grandparents began as operators for Bell Telephone 
Company in St. Louis, Missouri. Walter Morgan 
Strange was a “boy operator.” Jessie Lorena Buck 
and her sister, Alta Lulu Buck, were the first “girl 
operators’’ west of the Mississippi River. Walter 


Morgan Strange and Jessie Lorena Buck were 
married October 26, 1892, in St. Louis after an eight- 
year engagement while working for Bell Telephone 
Company. They purchased the telephone exchange 
at Rogersville, Missouri, about 1916, which they 
operated for over 29 years. 

Thad two uncles who retired from Bell companies. 
Russell Strange retired from Southwestern Bell, Plant 
Department, St. Louis. Frank Strange retired as 
District Manager for Illinois Bell, Granite City, 
Illinois. 

I was born in my grandparents’ home during a 
blizzard so fierce the doctor had to come from 
Springfield, Missouri, in a horse and buggy because 
he could not drive his Model T through the storm! 

I married William Wesley Reese (a native of 
Runnels County) in 1974. He was the son of Joel 
Samuel Reese and Jessie Elizabeth Ridgely. William 
passed away December 22, 1984, and is buried in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Ballinger, Texas. 

by Nona Mae Reese 


REID, J.D. “JAKE” 


Icame to Tom Green County in 1926, when I was 
16 years old, from Mills County. I came with my 
parents, J.A. (Jude) and Martha Ella (Ellie) Reid, 
three sisters, and one brother. My dad and his friend, 
Josh Philen, came out to Tankersley in February, 
1926, looking for a place to locate a cotton gin, 
grocery store, and service station. My dad bought 
the townsite of Tankersley with plans to fence it, but 
met with opposition from the town folks that were 
grazing it. Being a good-natured man, he did not 
fence it, but later sold it to Mr. John P. Lee who did 
fence it. 

We arrived at Tankersley April 1, 1926. I had 
driven a Model T truck, pulling a homemade trailer 
which contained our household belongings. My 
family was traveling in a Maxwell car, which broke 
down in San Angelo at the only red light. The family 
continued onto Tankersley by cab. 

At this time, the road to Tankersley was dirt, going 
through John P. Lee’s pasture or by way of seven- 
mile bridge. In 1927, the highway department built 
Highway 67 west, grubbing the stumps out by hand. 
The store and cotton gin were located on the south 
side of the highway. There was a store and a post 
office located in Tankersley, and my dad acquired 
the store stock from a Mr. Cox. Mr. Boyd wanted 
my dad to take the post office and run it in his store, 
which he did. We had a very good business at this 
time. We moved the store to the homesite on the 
highway in 1928, but people had a better road by 
then; so our credit business was the best business. 

My folks operated a grocery store and service 
station at Tankersley for 18 years. 

My sisters and I went to school at the old school 
house, which also had a brush arbor near, used by 
the Baptists and the Church of Christ. Singings and 
revivals were a big part of our social life in those 
days, as were other activities, fishing, hunting, 
swimming, parties at homes of friends. About 1928, 
the Baptist Church and the Church of Christ built 
their own separate church houses. The brick school 
house was built about the same time. The school 
stayed in operation until the early 1960’s. The 
churches disbanded in the 1940’s. 

My dad built his cotton gin in 1926; it burned in 
1927. He built it in 1928, and moved it to Ackerly, 
in 1940. At one time, lots of cotton was grown in 
that area. I have also seen lots of cattle shipped by 


rail from the stockyards at Tankersley, as many as 
five trains, waiting their turn to load. 

Tankersley holds lots of fond memories for me, 
as well as some sad ones. My younger brother was 
run over and killed in January, 1928, in front of our 
home on Highway 67. He had been across the 
highway with several friends and his sister to tell 
Dad lunch was ready. He was five years old at this 
time. My youngest sister was born three weeks later. 
I met and married my wife of 58 years at Tankersley. 
Clara Mae Clark and I married March 9, 1929. We 
had three daughters, Virginia Dyer Reid Schroyer 
who lives in San Angelo, Sandra Joann McFaul 
who lives in Sweetwater, and Judith Ann Reid, 
deceased. I have lived in San Angelo the last 40 years 
or more, and I am proud to call West Texas my home. 

by J.D. Reid 


REILEY, JOHN WILLIAM 


John William Reiley 


John William Reiley was born in Ireland, the son 
of a sea captain. He left Ireland as a young boy and 
stowed away on a ship to the United States. Educated 
in New York, he later went to Baltimore. He became 
an expert in finishing fine mouldings. He was 
employed by Stephen Garrison and his brothers, 
manufacturers of mouldings and picture frames. 

In 1874, he set out for the Black Hill country of 
South Dakota and engaged in ranching for a time. 
Finally, he came to Texas and learned the sheep 
business by contact with some of the leading sheep 
men of the early days of Texas. He bought a herd of 
sheep and established a ranch in Kimble County on 
which he prospered. He established another 24- 
section ranch of school land on the divide in Sutton 
County 30 miles east of Sonora near Owensville, 
which later became his home ranch. 

Indians were still in the area. At one time he stayed 
in a cave for three days holding the hostile Indians 
at bay. He only had one cartridge in his gun and when 
the Indians came close he poked out the barrel of his 
gun and frightened them away. 

He owned property all over Texas, including the 
Officers’ Quarters in Fort McKavett, one of their 
homes. A pioneer rancher of West Texas, a man of 
wide experience in the livestock business and a 
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“Bellmont” 


trader who dealt in large herds, he was well known 
all over Texas as a ranchman and capitalist. He also 
stocked his ranch with cattle. He grew up with the 
country, being one of the first men in the area to 
claim his land, which was later patented, about 1882. 

He returned to Baltimore and married his former 
employer’s daughter, Marie Antoinette Garrison. 
They were married in Baltimore, December 5, 1880. 
After the wedding, he brought his bride to a picket 
house with dirt floors on his ranch in Kimble County. 
Eleven children were born of this union. From such 
humble beginnings, he persevered and built a fine 
ranch business. 

Mr. Reiley built a fine two-story home on his ranch 
early enough that the center of the cupola was used 
as a landmark or reference point for land surveys. 

At one time, he owned the largest sheep and goat 
ranch in Texas and built the largest rock water tank 
in Texas. 

He moved his family to San Angelo and purchased 
ten acres of land. He had rocks shipped in from 
Virginia and built a large two-story home at Bell and 
Pulliam Streets, known as “Bellmont.’’ He and his 
family owned the home for fifteen years. At one time, 
it was used to house the poor and was known as the 
Poor Farm. The county took care of the upkeep. The 
house was torn down around 1970, and a building 
was constructed which now houses the Texas Human 
Services. 

He had surgery in San Angelo, and later went to 
the Mayo Clinic. They couldn’t help him. He was in 
a sanitarium for a time and was brought home. He 
suffered acutely and before his son left for the ranch 
one day, he asked him to get his pistol, saying there 
had been petty thievery. His son complied with his 
request. About 2:00 AM, he called two of his children 
and told them he could not sleep, asking them to 
assist him to a chair. He asked for water; while they 
were gone, the fatal shot was fired. When they 
returned, he was dead. Failure of health made him 
despondent. While in this mood, he took his life. He 
was about sixty years old when he died on September 
16, 1917. He had been in the west for about thirty 
years. He was a very loving and protective father. 
Mr. Reiley was a Mason. 

by Lou Tumlinson 


REILEY, MRS. J.W. 


Marie Antoinette Garrison was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Stephen Garrison in New York on June 29, 1866 
and died November 5, 1933. She was related to the 
editor, William Lloyd Garrison, who stirred up the 
anti-slavery feelings in the North prior to the Civil 
War. She was also related to Lord Douglas Garrison, 
whose mother was a McGuire. She had an uncle who 
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Mrs. J. W. Reiley 


es = ay FP 
Mrs. J. W. Reiley’s home at 206 E. Beauregard Ave. 


was a priest. She had one sister and a half-brother. 
There was some Dutch blood in her family. At one 
time she was the belle of Boston. 

The Reileys were called Mama and Papa Reiley 
by their grandchildren. Mrs. Reiley was a very regal 
and stately woman. When Mr. Reiley brought her to 
his ranch in Kimble County, he brought her to a 
picket house with dirt floors. Eventually, a maid was 
hired, as Mrs. Reiley did not like to do anything. 
Everywhere she lived, she planted a fig tree. 

After Mr. Reiley’s death, she moved to their 
boarding house, which later became the Shannon 
Nursing Home. When she moved in, her daughter 
Clementine lived with her. Every time Mrs. Reiley 
needed money, she would sell a piece of property, 
ruining the family fortune. Mr. Reiley paid twelve 
thousand dollars for the ten acres where he built their 
home known as “Belmont,” and she sold it for four 
thousand dollars. 

Mrs. Reiley was a strict and very demanding 
mother to her children. She sent her girls to St. 
Joseph’s Academy, a Catholic convent in San Angelo. 

by Lou Tumlinson 


REILEY’S GIRLS 


These were the daughters of John W. and Marie 
Reiley: 

Nora Bond (January 20, 1882 - March 5, 1900). 
Nora was eighteen when she died. While at the 
convent, her sisters went home to the ranch while 
she remained to make a cake for her father. She got 


spinal meningitis and died before her father could 
get to her. He took the cake home, ate a slice and 
covered it with a glass dome, never to be disturbed. 


The Reiley Children 
Back row: Myrtle, Gwendolyn, Violet, Edmond, 
Clementine, Ethel, and John. Front row: Lillian and 
Virgil 


Eva (August 25, 1887 - 1973). Eva married 
Professor D.G. Westman. They moved to Panama 
and had three daughters. He owned the Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company. 

Myrtle Mae (January 26, 1885 - May 17, 1969). 
Myrtle married William Hill, a rancher, and had one 
daughter. She became a registered nurse at St. John’s 
Hospital. 

Lillian Jewell Reiley was born May 5, 1889, in 
Ft. McKavett. She lived on the family ranch near 
Sonora and attended St. Joseph’s Academy in San 
Angelo. She married Rankin R. Rudicil on June 30, 
1912. 

Their first baby was stillborn. They had three other 
children: Rankin R., Jr., May Margaret, Lou Lillian 
and Jean Dorotheal. 

Rankin, Sr. died April 4, 1935, leaving Lillian to 
raise the children. May Margaret died February 1, 
1938. The family moved from their home on Austin 
Street to the home that was built for Marie A. Reiley 
on Beauregard Avenue. She had a pretty hard life 
and her son was away in the army for several years. 

Lillian was a wonderful cook and a very adept 
seamstress. She could make a dress without a pattern 
just by someone telling her what it looked like. 

She bought crates of oranges so her children could 
have fresh juice. She made them delicious ice creams 
and took them on wonderful picnics, carnivals, 
circuses and to visit ranches. She taught her children 


to drive a car when they were in grade school. She 
was a fun lady and her children loved her very much. 
Lillian died May 6, 1967. 

Ethel (March 27, 1890 - March 7, 1940). Ethel 
became a nun. After becoming ill, she left the order 
and lived with Clementine until her death. When she 
visited, we ate foods we hadn’t liked before. 

Clementine Haydeen (1892 - 1972). Clementine 
married Homer Fletcher, divorced, moved to Menard 
and worked for Bean’s Drug Store. She painted 
china, told fortunes, and was good at card tricks. 

Violet Ileen (died January 7, 1964). Violet worked 
for many years at Baker-Hemphill’s and Hemphill- 
Wells. She was the buyer and manager of the ladies’ 
ready-to-wear department. 

Gwendolyn Aleen (January 3, 1898 - March 11, 
1983). Gwendolyn married Edwin Irwin, a veteran, 
had two daughters, and was widowed. She married 
Tom King; they had a daughter and a son. He was a 
therapist, helped build the YMCA, managed the 
Municipal Swimming Pool, and later moved to 
Oregon. 

Virgil Rose (January 10, 1900 - February 25, 
1984). Virgil married Frank Strickland, a Humble 
Oil employee. They had a daughter and son. Virgil 
was the youngest, smallest and last to die. 

by Lou Tumlinson 


REILEY, GWENDOLYN 
ALEEN 


»" 


Gwendolyn Aleen Reiley 


Gwendolyn Aleen Reiley Irwin King was one of 
nine daughters of Marie Antoinette and John William 
Reiley. Gwendolyn was born at Fort McKavett 
January 3, 1898, and spent her early years on the 
family ranch near Sonora. 

The family moved to San Angelo to “Bellmont.” 
Gwendolyn was educated at St. Joseph’s Academy. 

Although Gwendolyn was almost deaf after a bout 
with measles in her twelfth year, she was an avid 
reader and very knowledgeable in a wide variety of 
subjects. She was a supportive parent, a fine cook 
and a master gardener. 


In 1920, Gwendolyn married Edwin Lewis Irwin 
of Paris. The couple homesteaded a section of land 
in New Mexico. Two daughters, Gwendolyn Aleen 
and Frances Dale, were born to this union. Edwin 
had been gassed during his military service in France 
during World War I, and he developed tuberculosis. 
He died in 1926. 

In 1932, Gwendolyn married Thomas Francis 
King of Marlboro, Massachusetts. They had two 
children, Rose Jeanette and Thomas, Jr. During 
World War II, the family moved to Portland, Oregon, 
where Thomas, Sr., was a physical therapist at the 
Veterans Hospital. 

Gwendolyn died March 11, 1983, in Fresno, 
California, where her daughter, Frances Constanzo, 
lives. Her wish to be cremated was carried out and a 
friend designed and made a beautiful urn. She was 
buried in Tom’s grave. 

She is survived by Dennis James and Kevin Reiley 
Young, Frances Idell Sagan, and Gwendolyn A. and 
James G. Young of Somerset, Ohio; Nancy Gwen, 
Paula Lynn, Mark Angelo, Neal Edwin, Lisa, Frances 
D. and Robert Constanzo of Fresno, California; 
Nolan, Rachel and Melona, and Rose Jeanette and 
James Hibbard of Portland, Oregon; Sheila and 
Christine, and Marilyn Saylor and Thomas F. King 
of Portland, Oregon. 

by Lou Tumlinson 


REILEY, VIOLET ILEEN 
and BROTHERS 


Violet Ileen Reiley 


Violet is the daughter of John William and Marie 
Antoinette Reiley, the third youngest of eleven 
children. She was raised on a ranch near Sonora and 
sent to St. Joseph’s Academy, San Angelo for her 
education, including the study of art. 

She worked in a millinery shop, then at Baker- 
Hemphill’s, where she was the buyer and manager 
of the ladies ready-to-wear department until her 
death. The store later became Hemphill-Wells. Violet 
enjoyed the finer things in life, and on her buying 
trips went to plays, ballets and operas. She dined in 
the finest restaurants, bringing back recipes to share 
with her family. 

Miss Reiley was much ahead of her time. She 
would wear both of her earrings on one ear. She asked 
aclerk to put a pink dress on a red haired mannequin, 
much to the clerk’s argument. When we went on rides 
in the late thirties, she would not let us throw out 
litter, even on the ranch. 


ae : ae Pally 7 
Back row: Rankin Rudicil, Murial, Bill and Beverly 
Reiley, Gwendolyn, Irwin, Pat and Florine Reiley. 
Second row: Jean Rudicil, June Strickland, Lou 
Rudicil, Snookie Reiley, Betty Hill, May Rudicil, 
Nettie Reiley, and Frances Irwin. 

Front row: Peggy Reiley and Frank Strickland 
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She had a flair for beauty and natural things such 
as driftwood, rocks, and flowers. Violet’s niece, 
Margie, who worked at Goodfellow folding 
parachutes, lived with her during the war. Violet was 
an avid reader and lover of music. 

Violet was a tall, thin, striking beauty, loved by 
many. Her death on January 7, 1964, after a few days 
illness, was a shock to everyone. 

Her brothers were: 

John Philip Reiley (June 6, 1883 - July 11, 1964) 
married Gladys and they had four daughters. He 
ranched near Sonora, raising sheep and goats. He 
didn’t like to go to doctors, so he would pull his own 
teeth with pliers. 

Edmond Dantes Reiley (December 12, 1895 - 
December, 1964) married Maxine Potts and they had 
three daughters and one son. Edmond was a well 
known rancher and horse breeder at his father’s 
homestead. He raised high grade Hereford cattle, 
Merino Delaine sheep, and Angora goats. His high- 
breed horses, of an Arabian and Palomino strain, kept 
the characteristics that identified them with 
purebreed horses brought to Texas by the Spanish 
Conquistadors in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries. 

by Lou Tumlinson 


REILEY, JOHN WILLIAM’S 
GRANDCHILDREN 


Gwendolyn Aleen Irwin Young is quite a lady. She 
taught school in Somerset, Ohio. She was the Mayor 
for a number of years. Jim Young has a dairy farm. 
She painted murals on the milking barn walls. 

Dennis James Young is an excellent dairy farmer. 
Being a top grade student, he was allowed to stay in 
the stadium at Ohio State. He served in the Vietnam 
War. Denny married Tina, and they have two 
daughters and a son. 

Frances Idell Young Sagan is a striking blond 
beauty. She and George have two lovely daughters. 
Like her mother, Idell teaches school. She and 
George are active in their girls’ sport activities. Idell 
was a cheerleader. 

Kevin Reiley Young, the youngest son of 
Gwendolyn and Jim, is very unique. Kevin never 
cared for the farm. He lives in Houston and works 
redesigning health clubs. He designs and builds very 
unusual tables. Kevin attended one semester at Travis 
and one semester at Glenn in San Angelo, staying 
with Lou Tumlinson. Kevin loves snakes and 
animals; a coral snake bit him. He moved to San 
Angelo, bringing Mark and Dale, staying with Lou. 
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Frances Constanzo, Gwendolyn, Lee Young, and Lou 
Tumlinson 


Frances Dale Irwin Constanzo worked in a store’s 
umbrella department when they moved to Portland. 
She loves antiques and holding onto the past. 

Rose Jeanette King Hibbard and Jim are the 
parents of Nolan, Rachel, and Melona. Both are 
artists and have a gallery in Portland. 

Thomas Francis King and Marilyn Saylor are 
parents to James, Sheila, and Christine. Tommy 
operates a restaurant and raises cactus. 

by Lou Tumlinson 


REILEY’S 
GRANDDAUGHTER, LOU 


Lou Lillian is the daughter of Rankin and Lillian 
Reiley Rudicil. 

My first job when in grade school was taking care 
of the news stand for Fannie McGlassen while she 
and Violet went to eat. I earned twenty-five cents a 
week, which I saved for school supplies. 

At Christmas, we would charge gifts for mother; 
she would have to pay the bills. 

When I was in high school, I worked as a life guard 
at the municipal swimming pool. 

I worked in the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., 
after graduation. On the trip there, during a layover 
in Chicago, I rode the bus to Marshall-Fields. I didn’t 
buy anything, as they had numbers to draw that I 
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Lou Lillian Tumlinson 


didn’t know about until too late. It was a great 
experience being able to see so many things, 
attending an Army-Navy game in Baltimore, and 
visiting friends in Hartford, Connecticut. 

I have two daughters. Francis Marie married 
Donnie R. Young and they have two sons, Corey 
Don and Derek Ryan. They now live in Cornelia, 
Georgia, where he is with Ethicon. Francis is very 
active in many clubs and civic projects. She is 
president of the PTA. 


Gilda Leigh Vaughan 


Gilda Leigh married and divorced Michael 
Vaughan. They have one daughter, Marnie Leigh. 
She flew for Eastern Airlines as a stewardess, now 
lives in Iron River, Michigan, and works at a ski 
resort. My children give me so much pleasure. 

Ihave had the opportunity to travel to Hawaii with 
Gilda and Rudy, to Europe with Francis, Donnie and 
Rudy, and the interior of Old Mexico several times. 

I always had a dog, but living in an apartment, I 
now have a double yellow headed parrot. She has a 
good vocabulary, cries, laughs and whistles. 

My interests are in arts and music. We are all 
talented. Psychic ability runs in our family and the 
belief in ghosts and reincarnation by some of us. 

My brother, Rudy, and I were very close. We 
vacationed and were always together. His death was 
a great loss to me. 

by Lou Lillian Rudicil Tumlinson 


REILEY’S GREAT-GRAND- 
DAUGHTER, FRANCIS 


Francis, Donnie, Derek and Corey Young 


Francis was born June 6, 1948 at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital in Maryland. She was brought to San 
Angelo at the age of six months, by parents Lou and 
Edward Pelletier. She lived with Lou, grandmother 
Lillian Rudicil, and uncle Rudy. When she was a 
toddler, Rudy took her to the store in her blue 
coveralls. People told him, “What a cute boy!”’ and 
he just thanked them. When one of Rudy’s bantam 
roosters spurred Francis’ back, Rudy wrung its neck 
off. 

Francis attended Santa Rita, Lee and Central High, 
Southwest Texas State University, and Angelo State 
University. She was homecoming duchess, voted 
most beautiful and Miss CHS, but was given the latter 
title. She was active in many school functions. 

While working at Maurice, she escorted one of 
the Miss Wool contestants to the breakfast. People 
wanted her autograph, as they thought she was a 
contestant. 

Francis married Donnie Ray Young, and he 
entered the Air Force. They were stationed at Denver, 
Colorado, and Blytheville, Arkansas, where she 
worked as a shoe factory receptionist. After the 
service, they returned to San Angelo. She worked at 
Texas State Bank and M’ System offices. 

The Youngs have sons Corey Don, born December 
30, 1976, and Derek Ryan, born January 22, 1979. 
They are a loving family. 

Donnie was employed by Hemphill-Wells. Later 
he started working for Ethicon and was transferred 
to Albuquerque January 1, 1981. There he was on 
the Board of Directors of Albuquerque Child 
Guidance Center and involved in other activities. 
Francis was involved in many civic affairs and PTA. 
She attended the University of New Mexico. They 
enjoyed the State Fairs, Hot Air Balloon Festivals, 
Greek Festivals, and the culture of New Mexico. 

January 1, 1986, Ethicon named Donnie plant 
manager in Cornelia, Georgia. They are both 
involved in many activities. Francis is president of 
the PTA, and the only woman on the Board of 
Directors for the United Fund. She is a member of 
the Woman’s Club and Garden Club, and helped 
restore the fire lookout on Tower Mountain. 

by Lou Tumlinson 


REVEL, HARRY JUDSON 
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The Harry Judson Revel Family 
Standing L to R: Bessie Lee, Bernice Ruth, Howard 
Truman, Addie Mae, and Lillian Etta. 
Seated L to R: Harry Judson, Mary Anna, Margaret 
Pauline 


Harry Judson Revel was born May 23, 1868, in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. His father was John 
Wesley Revel, born about 1840 (probably in 
Tennessee), his mother was Emma Amelia Johnson, 
his grandfather was Elijah H. Revel born February 
9, 1817, in Nash County, North Carolina, his great- 
grandfather was Humphrey Revel, and his great- 
great-grandfather was Elijah Revel of North Carolina 
who owned lands and many slaves. 

Harry Judson Revel’s father died in Missouri when 
he was about 13 years old, and his mother soon 
remarried. Since Harry did not like his new 
stepfather, he left home to make his own way in life. 
In his memoirs, he wrote that he came to Texas 
August 23, 1883, and landed at Hillsboro, Hill 
County, where he worked for M.H. Whitmire. He 
went back to Missouri for a few months, came back 
to work for R.H. Dearing on the Diamond D Ranch 
near Hillsboro, working there three years. He worked 
on ranches all over Texas, on a street car line in St. 
Louis, lived in a dugout near Plainview, and was a 
blacksmith in Erath County. He married Mary Ann 
Wood May 26, 1897. They lived in Erath County, 
McLennan County, Berea, Tom Green County, 
Howard County and Nolan County. 

He told of many adventures while “cowboying” 
all over Texas. He told of wild horses, antelopes and 
turkey, “from Wilbarger and west to the plains” in 
1880’s. While freighting from Vernon to Plainview, 
four wagons were caught in a snow storm on the 
Matadora Ranch and the men nearly froze to death. 
One man’s hands, feet and ears froze and turned 
black. It took them three days to go 14 miles to 
Matador Town, then a store, saloon, post office and 
little frame courthouse. 

In 1892, he and a friend named Bob Haney were 
cutting fence posts in Suitaguary Canyon when the 
report spread that there were hostile Indians who had 
crossed out of their territory and were sweeping the 
plains as they went. It was a false report and they 
were never in any danger. He said, “Bob was a fine 
shot with his Winchester and I myself could take 
care of anything for 100 yards or more with my 45 
Colts.” 


Harry’s fourth child, Lillian Etta, was born March 
5, 1908, in Mereta, Tom Green County, (married Leo 
Nunn in Sweetwater). Other children were Bessie 
Lee, born June 3, 1898, in McLennan County 
(married Jesse Joseph Stagner); Bernice Ruth, born 
November 21, 1900, in Berea (married first William 
Bryan Price); Addie Mae born March 7, 1903, in 
Boaz, Coryell County (married first Raymond Leslie 
Russell). On February 9, 1910, Howard Truman 
Revel, his only son, was born in Coahoma, Howard 
County, and June 11, 1916, the last child was born, 
Margaret Pauline (married first Houston Bridges) in 
Sweetwater (later married Guy Mifflin). 

Mr. Revel farmed at Mereta. The Commissioners’ 
Court Minutes of February 12, 1907, records that 
H.J. Revel and two other men were appointed to hold 
the April Election at Mereta, School District No. 12 
at that time. 

By October, 1909, he had moved his family to 
Howard County, and then on to Sweetwater, where 
he owned a cafe for many years. His family 
remembers that he made the best chili they had ever 
tasted. 

He was a family man, a Methodist by religion 
though his grandfather, Elijah H. Revel, was an 
ordained Baptist Minister in Lily, Laurel County, 
Kentucky, where he helped establish the First Baptist 
Church of London, Kentucky, but sustained his 
family by farming. 

by Marie Russell 


REX, ALENE 


Alene Rex, born April 2, 1920, daughter of J.R. 
and Maud Rex of Veribest, was married in 1944 to 
Henry Manner from North Dakota, a soldier at 
Goodfellow Field. They had three daughters: Garnet 
Ann Manner, born September 24, 1945, in San 
Angelo, married a Smith from Lubbock; Mary Sue 
Manner, born February, 1947, in San Angelo; Ruth 
Manner, born June, 1949, in San Angelo married a 
man named Plumdee. The three daughters now live 
in Texas, Arkansas and California, respectively. 

Alene and Henry Manner both died in 1976. 

by Wanda Dickson 


REX, J.R. 


The J.R. Rex family moved from Nashville, 
Tennessee, about 1900. J.R. and Sara (Gussery) Rex 
had four sons and two daughters: James Marshall, 
George, Ed, Johnny, Nanie Rose and Mrs. Bob 
Prance. J.R. was born in 1847 in Tennessee; died in 
Veribest, 1907. Sara was born in 1849 in Texas; died 
in Veribest, 1924. Both are buried in Mullin 
Cemetery. J.M. Rex died October 16, 1939. He 
married Martha Anderson in December, 1884, and 
they had two sons: Hubert Lee Rex born in Tennessee 
and a son who died in infancy in Texas. 

Hubert Rex married Willie D. Smith in 1928 and 
they had one daughter, Jimmie Rex, born February 
14, 1929, in San Angelo. She was married September 
4, 1949, to Gerald Clayton, who was born July 27, 
1929, in Fort Worth. They had two daughters: (1) 
Judith Ann (Clayton) Puta, May 20, 1954; daughter 
Bonnie Rose Puta, born November 16, 1981, Fort 
Worth; (2) Jill Lynn Clayton, born October 9, 1958, 
and married August 22, 1980, to Rick Hudgen. They 
have two children: Christopher, born December 12, 
1985; and Kimbrey, born November 15, 1987, in Fort 
Worth. 


Sara and J.R. Rex, Lela (on Sara’s lap), Hubert 
(standing) and Robert (on J.R.’s lap) 


Martha Rex died about 1895. J.M. then married 
Ada Bell Rhea (born 1872, Carthage, Tennessee) in 
1900 in Smith County. All the Rex families moved 
toward Texas. They stayed in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, the Oklahoma Indian Territory, Brenda, 
and Rosebud. Bell and Mrs. Matt Johnson were 
known for caring for the sick and delivering babies. 
J.R. and Sara, son J.M. and Ada Bell, and families, 
moved to Veribest, to farm two miles south of Mullin 
(now Veribest), one mile east on Paint Rock Road, 
now Highway 388. 

Lela Ovila Rex was born June 17, 1901, in 
Oklahoma Indian Territory. She died April 9, 1973, 
in San Angelo, and is buried in Lawnhaven 
Cemetery. 

A baby of J.M. and Ada Bell was stillborn in 1910, 
at Veribest. Ada Bell died October 13, 1912, aged 
32, from childbirth problems. J.M. then married 
Maudie Lee Bynum (born August 28, 1904, to 
William A. and Bell Bynum) in 1919. Grandmother 
Maud and the girls lived on the home place until 
sold, about 1944. Lela and Wylie Pate bought the 
home place and sold it in May, 1965, to Charlie 
Pfeiffer, Jr., of Veribest. 

Grandfather J.M., also known as J.R. Rex, was a 
farmer, charter member of the Baptist Church, and 
lover of good horses. He used horses to farm until 
1937. 

Maudie Lee resides in a nursing home in San 
Angelo. 

by Wanda Dickson 


REX, JAMES ROBERT 


James Robert Rex was born December 12, 1902 
in Tennessee, the son of J.M. (J.R.) and Ada Bell 
(Rhea) Rex. In 1922, he married Grace Crook (born 
January 21, 1907, in Veribest). Robert tried farming 
with his father, and after a few years tried many more 
jobs. Then he started working for the county on the 
roads. He was one of the best maintainer men, and 
worked for the county until he retired. 

Grace kept the home. She sewed for friends and 
enjoyed quilting. She and Robert belonged to a “42 
Club” for years. They worked in the Veribest Baptist 
Church; she was a teacher. The last ten years, she 
cooked at the Veribest School. 

They took Doris Jane Wooten when she was seven 
years old, in the second grade, and raised her as a 
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daughter. Her mother was Tressa (Crook) Wooten, 
who died young. Tressa was Grace’s sister. 

Grace died October 28, 1960. She had her house 
clean, dressed and packed to go visit her brother, 
W.H. Crook, in Weatherford. While Robert dressed 
and packed the car, Grace lay down on the bed. When 
Robert checked 15 minutes later, she had passed on. 

Robert Rex was married June 6, 1965, in Paint 
Rock, to Essie Stout. She was a hard worker and 
took good care of Robert in his last illness. They 
lived in San Angelo. 

Robert died July 30, 1975. He and Grace are both 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Wanda Dickson 


REX, RUTH 


Ruth Rex, born February 16, 1906, daughter of 
J.R. and Ada Bell (Rhea) Rex, married Roy Sims, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. H.I. Sims of Veribest, in 1922. 
They had one daughter, Mary Lou Sims, born 
December 1, 1923. Ruth and Roy were divorced. 
Ruth married Austin L. (“Cat’?) Schwabe from 
Alpine, about 1940. 

Mary Lou Sims married Roy Neal McKenzie of 
Fort Stockton, and they had four children: (1) Ellis 
Neal McKenzie, born November 24, 1941, died in 
1967; (2) Louis Lee McKenzie, born January 18, 
1943, named changed to Dee Sims and adopted by 
Roy Sims his grandfather of Veribest, when Dee 
was 18; (3) Marilyn Ruth McKenzie, born January 
16, 1944; and (4) Elton Rex McKenzie, born 
December 25, 1944. Mary Lou (Sims) McKenzie 
died January 3, 1946, in Fort Stockton, and is buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo. 

Dee Sims married in 1961 to Wenona Fiveash 
from Eola. They have three children: Tamara, born 
April 6, 1965; Monte, born April 12, 1967; and 
Shelli, born March 2, 1973. Dee and Wenona were 
divorced. Dee Sims married in August 1974 to 
Paula (Moorman) Parmer, born February 9, 1951. 
Paula has two daughters: Marla Parmer, born June 
19, 1972; and Jan Parmer, born March 9, 1974. Dee 
and Paula and family live in Veribest; Dee has 
“Three Rivers Flying Service” in San Angelo. 

Marilyn Ruth McKenzie in 1966 married Norman 
Gladson, and they have two children: Tracy, born in 
1966; and Guy, born in 1967. Marilyn and Norman 
are school teachers in Fort Stockton. 

Elton Rex McKenzie in 1970 married Mary 
Conway, born July 7, 1951. They have three 
children: adopted Kara Dee, born August 17, 1975; 
Kimberly Neal, born September 4, 1976; and adopted 
Kyle Rex born November 3, 1978. The family lives 
in Veribest Community. Elton works for Concho 
Valley Electric Company, San Angelo. 

by Wanda Dickson 


REX, VERNIE 


Vernie Rex was born June 17, 1927, in Veribest, 
the daughter of J.R. and Maud Rex. In 1949, she 
married Raymond Jones from Houston. They had 
two children: Janice Jones, born March 3, 1950, 
Houston, married and divorced, has one son, Joshua 
M. Rex; Kavin Ray Jones born August 31, 1956, 
married and divorced, has one son, Nicholas Paul 
Jones. All live in Houston. 

by Wanda Dickson 
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RIEMENSCHNEIDER, 
ADOLPH CHARLES 


Adolph and Georgia Riemenschneider 


Adolph Charles Riemenschneider was born July 
1, 1919, in Weesatche, Goliad County. His parents 
were Adolph and Meta Riemenschneider. In 1940, 
he came to Rowena, Runnels County, and on October 
8,1940, married Georgia Albina Holik, born March 
20, 1918, and daughter of Frank and Albina Holik. 
They have two children, Donna, married John 
Krupala, and Larry, married Jo Tomeraasen, and four 
grandchildren, Laura Krupala, Jimmy, Krista, and 
Angela Riemenschneider. 

After their marriage, Adolph and Georgia farmed 
near Rowena. In 1947 they moved to Wall, Tom 
Green County and continued farming. In 1952 they 
moved to their farm near Veribest, Tom Green 
County, and continue to reside there. 

Between 1963 and 1972, Adolph and Georgia 
purchased 420 acres of land in southeast Tom Green 
County. Three hundred sixty acres were pasture land 
which they cleared and turned into productive farm 
land, raising cotton and maize. 

Donna and Larry graduated from San Angelo 
Central High School. Donna received her B.S. 
degree in Home Economics from Texas Woman’s 
University and presently holds a position in the San 
Angelo Public School System. 

Larry, a graduate of Texas A&M University, 
received his B.S. degree in Agriculture and after 
teaching three years in Navasota, is engaged in 
farming. 

Adolph and Georgia take special interest in their 
church and community. They are members of the 
Wall Brethren Church. Adolph served as elder of the 
church for many years and also helped build the 
church. He served many years on the Veribest-Byrd 
School Board. Having a keen interest in water-well 
drilling - a trait passed down to him by his father, 
Adolph purchased a rig in 1952 and drilled 24 water 
wells during the years of drought. Among his hobbies 
are fishing, hunting and looking for Indian projectiles 
and artifacts on old Indian campsites. Adolph and 
his family are members of the Concho Valley 
Archaeology Society. 

Georgia has served in many capacities in the Wall 
Brethren Church - for many years teaching Sunday 
School, Bible School, and serving as president and 
holding other offices of the Wall Brethren Christian 
Sisters. She served on the committee of the first 
church parsonage, and more recently she and Adolph 
served on the Fellowship Building Committee. She 
was elected president of the Veribest Home 
Extension Club and held offices in the Veribest PTA 
where she directed school plays and adult skits. For 


twelve years, she has been an active member of the 
Veribest Quilting Club which she helped organize. 
Designing and quilting elaborate quilts are her 
favorite hobby. 

Adolph and Georgia’s philosophy of life is 
exemplified through the virtues, “loving, caring, and 
sharing,” which were taught to them by their parents. 

by Donna Krupala 


RIEMENSCHNEIDER, 
LARRY ALAN 


- , 
Angela, Larry, Jo, 
Riemenschneider 


Jimmy and_ Krista 


Jimmy and Larry Riemenschneider with part of our 
1986 watermelons. Grown at farm at Veribest 


Larry Alan Riemenschneider was born on October 
14, 1947, to parents Adolph and Georgia (Holik) 
Riemenschneider of the Wall Community. He lived 
there with his parents and older sister, Donna, until 
1952, when they moved to a farm in the Veribest 
Community. He attended Veribest School, where he 
was active in basketball and was selected 
Valedictorian of his eighth grade graduating class. 
He attended Edison Junior High and graduated from 
San Angelo Central High. He attended Angelo State 
College and received a Bachelor of Science Degree 
from Texas A&M University. He taught Vocational 
Agriculture at Navasota, for two years. Deciding to 
return to farming, he purchased a farm in the Wall 
Community. He moved home to Veribest and began 
his present occupation of farming. 

On January 19, 1974, Larry married Jo Ellen 
Tomeraasen Halverson, daughter of Melfred and 
Phillis (Lendborg) Tomeraasen of San Angelo. Jo 
was born in Watertown, South Dakota, on March 
25, 1948. Due to her father’s occupation as a sheep 
buyer for Swift and Company, the family moved 
several times. Jo lived in Omaha, Nebraska, from 
1950 to 1957, when they moved to Oak Lawn, 
Illinois. In 1963, she moved back to Omaha and in 


1964, she moved with her parents and sister, Trudy, 
to San Angelo. After attending Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Community High School in Illinois and 
South High in Omaha, she graduated from San 
Angelo Central High in 1966. She attended Angelo 
State College for two years. 

The Riemenschneiders are active in church and 
community affairs. Larry has been serving as a 
school board member for four years. He is also a 
director of the Tom Green County Farm Bureau. 
Being very interested in local history and Indian 
artifacts, he was recently elected President of the 
Concho Valley Archaeological Society to which the 
whole family belongs. 

Another family interest is music. Jo has been choir 
director at the Wall Brethren Church for 16 years. 
Larry and children Jimmy, 18, and Krista, 17, sing 
in the choir. Angela, 11, sings in the Junior Choir. 
The family plays a variety of musical instruments, 
including piano, guitar, accordion, and harmonica. 
Jimmy and Krista play trombone in the Wall High 
School Band. 

Larry served as elder of the Brethren Church for nine 
years, and Jo is a member of the Christian Sisters. 
Jo loves quilting and has been a member of the 
Veribest Quilters for five years. The entire family 
loves volleyball. Larry and five cousins and close 
friends have been the Susan Peak Spikers for about 
13 years. Larry and Jimmy are avid hunters and 
fishermen. The Riemenschneiders live on a farm 
four miles northeast of Veribest. 

by Larry Riemenschneider 


RINGHOFFER, ANNA 
(NEUMANN) 


Anna Neumann Ringhoffer at her farm - Midway 
community about 1925 


Anna Neumann Ringhoffer moved to Tom Green 
County via South and East Texas, Arkansas and Utah. 
On June 19, 1923, she bought 320 acres in the 
Midway community and her sons, Emil, Arpad 
(Steve), Henry and Oscar helped her farm. 

A den of rattlesnakes was soon discovered under 
the three-room farmhouse. They talked to Mr. 
Swope, who lived east of them, then went home 
determined to try “Old man Swope’s” remedy. When 
it got dark, Henry and Emil lit a kerosene lamp and 
set it in the middle of the yard. They backed away 
with their 22 rifles and waited. Soon a big rattler 
came slithering from under the house, crawling 
toward the light. With one shot, they got him and 
waited for another. This became a nightly ritual until 
eventually, they put an end to the vipers. 

When more farming equipment was needed, 
Henry started to town to look for some good used 
machinery. As he drove past the Wilke ranch west 


of town, Mr. Wilke waved him down to stop and 
visit. When he learned of Henry’s errand, he said, 
“Well, I have some equipment I’m not using, hook 
it onto your wagon and take it home with you, I’m 
not going to use it and you don’t have to pay me 
anything. Just take it and make a good crop with it.” 

Their nearest neighbors were the George Laster, 
Henry Feil, Barnes and Farris families. Warm, strong 
friendships were formed that have endured through 
the years. 

Emil married Clevia Moore on November 28, 
1925. He went to town as usual one Saturday 
morning to sell the eggs and bring back the 
groceries. When he returned home, he had his bride 
with him to the astonishment of everyone. They built 
a little two-roomhouse in the pasture and set up 
house-keeping. 

Anna Ringhoffer sold her farm to Henry Feil, 
December 5, 1928, and bought a place in Martin 
County. Henry married Henrietta Bradley of Red 
Creek Community and Steve married Dorothy Pierce 
from Utah. Oscar never married. 

When I drive down the country lane that still runs 
in front of the place where my grandmother’s house 
stood, all that can be seen is a few scattered white 
rocks that were once underpinning for the house. The 
exact spot becomes more difficult to identify as time 
goes by. The most recent landmark to go was the 
skeleton of a giant mesquite tree that stood in the 
pasture across the road. Its lofty branches were once 
a favorite roosting place for the guineas. Gone is 
any trace of the windmill and garden that my 
grandmother so loved with its sprinkling of precious 
fruit trees. 

Gone, but not forgotten. 

by Mozelle Gray Tonne 


RITTER, WILLIAM, SR. 


Minnie Frances (Taylor) and Crissie Coke Ritter 


William Ritter, Sr., came from Germany, where 
the name is spelled Reuter, to Maryland in 1773. He 
and his son, William Ritter, Jr., both fought in the 
American Revolution. William, Sr., lived to be 112 
years old and William, Jr., lived to be 92. 

William III was married three times. His first wife 
had no children. His second wife had five, and his 
third wife had four, the fourth child being Louis 
Ritter. Louis married Elizabeth Coltarin (one account 
says Colbert). 

Van Buren Ritter was the third child born to Louis 
and Elizabeth on July 17, 1839, in Edgecombe 
County, North Carolina. He went to Arkansas when 
he was 17 years old. In 1858, he came to Texas but 
returned to Red River County, Arkansas, in 1860. 
He was in the War between the States in 1861. He 
fought in the battle of Elk Horn and Wilson Creek, 
then to Memphis in the Battle of Shiloh, Luka, 


The Ritter Family 
L to R: Olen, Viva, Levie, Agnes, Donnie. Center: 
Sara and Van Buren Ritter 


Cornith, and served in the Georgia Campaign as a 
Scout for General Ross. He was captured at Hatchers 
Bridge, imprisoned for ten days, exchanged and 
returned to Arkansas, where he lived until 1872. In 
1872, Van Buren Ritter moved to Marlin. He was 
elected State Representative to the 55th Legislature 
from Falls County. He served on the school board 
14 years and was a Steward in the Methodist Church 
12 years. In 1901, he moved to Tom Green County, 
Water Valley. He died September 16, 1916, and is 
buried in the Water Valley Cemetery. 

Van Buren Ritter married L.L. Anderson, born 
April 9, 1861, in Georgia. She died while he was at 
war. His second wife, Martha L. Daughtery was born 
August 6, 1865 and died March 13, 1885. They had 
four children: Martha E., Louis Frank, Lillie Hester, 
and Crissie Coke, born December 29, 1883. Van 
Buren’s third wife, Sarah (June 26, 1858) had five 
children. Sarah died in 1934 in Water Valley. Van 
Buren and Sarah’s children were Olen (M), Viva (F), 
Levie (M), Agnes (F), and Donnie (F). 

Crissie Coke Ritter married Minnie Frances Taylor, 
September 11, 1906. They had ten children. The 
oldest, Eunice Clara, was born July 5, 1907. Eunice 
married William Jennings Teel on September 27, 
1924. Eunice and Will had three children: William 
Jennings, Jr., Dorothy Edith, and Sherman Ashley. 
Other children of Coke and Minnie Ritter were: Sallie 
(1908) married William Howard Poor (1925), 
divorced (1928), married Fonnie L. Priegon in 1957; 
Cecil Coke (1911), married Ruby Brown; Ollie 
(1914) married Othel Pruett; Dollie, twin sister 
(1914), married Otis Cunningham; Althea Wynola 
(Ola) (1917), married Johnny Glenn (divorced), 
married Tommy Rickett; Clarence Banning (1919), 
married Mamie Frances McQueen; Van Buren 
(1922) first wife unknown, second wife - Maderia 
Williams; Mary Frances, born 1924 and died in 
1934; William Alfred (Bill) (1928) married Johnnie 
Faye Millshap. (Researched by Dorothy Edith Teel 
Vandevanter). 

by William J. Teel 


ROBERSON, CLARENCE 
ALFRED and ANNIE MAE 


C.A. Roberson and Annie Mae Bean were married 
in San Angelo on December 3, 1921. C.A. had moved 
to the Wall Community with his parents, Kenneth 
and Julia Roberson, in 1918 from Falls County. C.A. 
was born in Indian Territory on May 1, 1898. Annie 
Mae was born in Hamilton County on October 15, 
1896. She moved to the Wall Community in 1903 
with her parents, James and Mollie Bean. The Bean 
family lived in a “dugout” until a house could be 
built. 

C.A. and Annie Mae moved to the Mullins 
Community (later to be renamed Veribest) in 1923 
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C.A. and Annie Mae Bean Roberson 


and built a wood frame building to house the General 
Store they operated. At this time they lived in the 
back of the store. In 1926 they built a concrete store 
and converted the old store into a house. The house 
was destroyed by a storm in 1932 and a new house 
was created. This house and the store still stand today. 

In 1926, the community was awarded a Post 
Office. Since there was already a Mullin, Texas, a 
contest was conducted to secure a new name for the 
community. The winning name was Veribest. This 
name was submitted by Mattie Bean, Annie Mae’s 
sister. She picked the name from a bread that was 
baked in San Angelo at the time. The Post Office 
was located in the Roberson’s store and Annie Mae 
Roberson was Postmaster from 1926 to 1958. 

C.A. and Annie Mae had one son, C.A., Jr. born 
on July 10, 1929. The Robersons leased the store in 
1951 to Tommy Rawls. Annie Mae died in San 
Angelo on November 17, 1959. C.A. moved to 
Brown County and lived there until his death on 
September 4, 1979. C.A., Jr. moved from the county 
in 1954. Mattie Bean lived with C.A. and Annie Mae 
until her death on April 2, 1951. 

by C.A. Roberson 


ROBERSON, K. 


K. Roberson was born in Williamston, North 
Carolina, January 28, 1852. His wife, Julia Hunt 
Roberson, was born in Meridian, Mississippi, 
October 28, 1858. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roberson were married June 1, 1881 
in Killeen, Texas. They moved to the Wall 
Community from Falls County in 1918. 

K. Roberson farmed in the Wall Community for 
19 years. He and Julia moved to Veribest in 1936 
due to his ill health. He died in Veribest, August 8, 
1937 and was buried in the Wall Cemetery. Julia 
Roberson died in San Angelo October 16, 1948 and 
was buried in the Wall Cemetery. Later their bodies 
were moved to Lawnhaven Memorial Cemetery in 
San Angelo, Texas. 

K. and Julia Roberson were both very active in 
the Wall Baptist Church. Julia taught the ladies 
Sunday School class for many years. 
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Front row: Hattie Moore, K. Roberson, Julia Roberson, Pearl Matthews. Back row: 


Mr. and Mrs. Roberson had eleven children. C.A. 
and Ruby moved with them from Falls County. Other 
children were Hattie Moore, Pearl Matthews, Jim 
Roberson, Nicia Wesson, Nellie Ragsdale, Tom 
Roberson, Mattie DuPriest, Willie Green and Julia 
Roberson. 

In the photo, taken in 1932, Mr. and Mrs. Roberson 
are shown with 8 out of 9 of their living children on 
their fiftieth wedding anniversary. The picture was 
taken in front of the Roberson Wall residence. 

by Arlena Hinnant 


ROBERSON, TOM and JULIA 


Lto R: Edna Roberson, Clarence Roberson, Melvin 
Roberson, Arlena Roberson, Tom Roberson - about 
194] 


Thomas Yarrell (Tom) Roberson, son of K. and 
Julia Roberson was born August 7, 1890 in Belfalls, 
Bell County, Texas. His wife, Edna Green Roberson, 
daughter of Balous and Martha Green, was born 
September 27, 1891 in Leon Junction Community, 
Coryell County. 

Tom and Edna Roberson were married December 
21, 1913 in the Lone Star Community near Lott and 
Belfalls in Falls County. They were married in a 
buggy and all the guests were in buggies or on 
horseback. They moved to a farm in the Wall 
Community in December of 1919, bringing with 
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Tom Roberson, Mattie 


Edna and Tom Roberson - 1958 


them their three young children, Arlena, Melvin and 
Clarence. 

Tom and Edna continued to live in the Wall 
Community for a number of years, sending their 
children to school at Keith and Wall. Their daughter 
Arlena rode to school on horseback behind her first 
grade teacher Arlie Blair of the Keith School. 

Tom Roberson worked for Tom Green County 
under Paul Gray, Commissioner, and during their 
tenure the roads were improved greatly. In the early 
1950s, Tom Roberson farmed and drove a Wall 
School bus, and Edna was employed in the Wall 
School Cafeteria. 

Tom and Edna’s sons, Melvin and Clarence 
Roberson served in World War II, Clarence in Italy, 
Melvin in Australia. Melvin Roberson married 
Carolyn Baily in 1944. He passed away October 3, 
1977 and was buried in Lawnhaven Memorial 
Cemetery. Clarence married Jessie Lifeste Bankston 
in 1951. He passed away October 3, 1969 and was 
buried in Lawnhaven Memorial Cemetery. Their 
daughter, Arlena, married Bill Hinnant, March 9, 
1945. Arlena was employed by San Angelo National 
Bank in 1935 as switchboard operator and transit 
clerk, retiring in 1980 as Senior Vice President and 
Auditor. 


Bill served with the Corps of Engineers in the 
China, India-Burma theatre during World War II. He 
was Agricultural Writer and Religion Editor for the 
Standard-Times, retiring in 1975. 

Bill and Arlena Hinnant had one son, Ray Hinnant. 
Ray married Sherry Hanson, daughter of Bill and 
Elyon Hanson on June 22, 1968. Ray and Sherry 
have two children, Cody and Christa. Ray is 
Research Associate, Range Science, at Texas A&M 
University. 

The residents of the Wall Community were 
wonderful friends of the Roberson family. Many fond 
memories linger with Arlena since she has lost her 
parents and her two brothers. 

Tom Roberson passed away April 19, 1968 and 
Edna Roberson February 4, 1974; both were buried 
in Lawnhaven Memorial Cemetery. 

by Arlena Hinnant 


ROBERTS, CHARLIE 


Charlie Roberts was born January 26, 1939, in 
Shannon Hospital to Morgan Eugene Roberts and 
Dora Griffith Roberts of Mereta. He has one sister, 
Dorothy Roberts (Horton). Charlie was educated at 
Mereta, Thomas A. Edison Junior High School, San 
Angelo High School, and San Angelo Junior College. 

When Charlie was ten, his father was killed in an 
automobile wreck, and six years later Edd Roberts, 
his grandfather, passed away. At the age of 16, 
Charlie had a 350-acre family farm operation passed 
to him. He still farms in the Mereta area. 

On April 4, 1958, he married Nancy Sue Bitner, a 
farm girl from Veribest, the daughter of Joe Bailey 
Bitner, Sr., and Tennie Balkum Bitner. Nancy 
attended Veribest Elementary school and the same 
schools as Charlie. They reared Eugene (Gene), 
Jimmy E., Charla Roberts and Irene Price. Gene was 
born April 14, 1964; Jim, October 1, 1965, and 
Charla, June 6, 1975. Irene Price is a cousin of 
Nancy’s who came to live in the Roberts’ home at 
the age of 12. She was born October 8, 1964. 

Charlie owns, rents, and leases farm land in Tom 
Green and Concho Counties. With the help of his 
family, and Manuel DelaGarza and Amado 
DelaGarza, he raises wheat, grain sorghum, and 
cotton. 

In 1964, Charlie was elected a director of the 
Mereta Co-op Gin, and has served as president many 
years. He is the Democratic election judge. He served 
on the Board of Trustees at Mereta, Wall ISD 
appraisal board, PCCA Board of Directors and 
Rolling Plains Cotton Compress Board of Directors. 
He is a charter member of the Mereta Lions Club. 

Nancy and Charlie have been active in the Mereta 
Baptist Church and presently are members of the 
Veribest Baptist Church. Charlie was ordained a 
deacon in 1984. Nancy and Charlie are leaders in 
the music program where Charlie has served as song 
leader, Nancy pianist and organist in both churches. 
Both love to sing and often sing special music for 
churches, weddings and family gatherings. 

In another joint venture, she and Charlie joined 
hands with Margaret and Wilburn (Fat) Green and 
worked out a “Shotgun Womanless Wedding” for a 
community fund raiser for the Mereta Homecoming 
in June, 1987. Fifty area men took part and made 
this comedy a huge spectacular night of laughter. 
Charlie played the bride. 

The Roberts love their heritage and have deep love 
for Tom Green County. 

by Nancy Roberts 


ROBERTS, E.B. 


E.B. Roberts 


Edd was born in Smith County, Texas, on 
November 28, 1878, the son of W.A. and Laura 
Roberts, originally from Greenwood, North Carolina. 
W.A. and several brothers joined their father in 
fighting for the Confederacy during the Civil War. 
After one battle, Mr. Roberts had two dead sons — 
one on each side. W.A. and Laura moved to Smith 
County to seek their fortunes on new fertile, cheap 
land. There three children were born. Edd obtained 
a third grade education at public schools. 

Edd came to West Texas to work with Wade Fisher, 
an uncle, who had settled on cheap land ($2 per acre) 
one mile south and two miles west of what is now 
Mereta. Edd went to work in the Fisher Mercantile 
Store. He saved his money and was able to purchase 
land, and thus spent his entire life “taming the West.” 

His first duties included driving a freight wagon 
to Martin-Glover in San Angelo. He would load a 
wagon, start the team of horses on the road home 
and fall to sleep. The team would proceed to the store 
and wait for Edd to wake up. All along the route, the 
early settlers would recognize the wagon and team 
and know fresh supplies would be in stock at the 
Mercantile. This round trip to San Angelo and back 
would take three days and two nights. John Moore, 
a mischievous lad, decided to throw a bucket of cold 
water on Edd’s one trip! 

Edd obtained a half section of farm land and 
married Lula McCarroll, the daughter of Mance and 
Susie McCarroll, in December, 1908. He gave Lula 
a fine horse and a buggy. 

They had one son, Morgan Eugene, born October 
28,1909. Gene married Dora Griffith and they had 
two children, Dorothy and Charlie. Charlie still 
operates some of the land Edd and Lula purchased 
one mile south of Mereta. Gene was killed in an 
automobile wreck in January, 1949. 

Edd was a congenial man of average size, a 
successful farmer who had a concern for his family, 
friends, and community. In the early 1930’s, he was 
selected a Tom Green County Committeeman to 
implement the first Government Farm Program. He 
was a school trustee and was Democratic precinct 
judge. He was on the original board of directors of 
the Mereta Co-op Gin. Edd passed away on 
November 11, 1955, and is buried in the Mereta 
Cemetery. 

by Nancy Roberts 


ROBERTS, LULA 
(McCARROLL) 


Lula McCarroll Roberts, Mereta, Texas - 1924 


. 


Lula is a true pioneer in Tom Green County, 
moving to Mereta in 1906 with her parents while 
the area was still virgin grass. She was the daughter 
of Mance and Susie McCarroll, having been born in 
Wise County August 16, 1889. She finished her 
schooling in Mereta. She had numerous brothers and 
sisters (see Mance McCarroll story). 

She met Edd Roberts as he was working for an 
uncle, Wade Fisher, who owned the mercantile store 
in Mereta. Edd revealed his first date with Lula. On 
a Sunday afternoon, a man had a new two cylinder 
Buick and was charging to give rides. He charged 
Edd $2 for a trip to Dry Hollow Creek in Concho 
County. Edd paid, but felt he was greatly over- 
charged! They were married in December, 1908. 

Their only child was Morgan Eugene (October 
28, 1909). He married Dora Griffith and they had 
two children, Dorothy and Charlie. Gene was killed 
in an automobile accident in 1949; but the Roberts’ 
heritage still lives in Mereta, as Charlie is managing 
the family farm. Lula had two grandchildren, five 
great-grandchildren, and three great-great- 
grandchildren. She died November 5, 1985, and is 
buried in Mereta Cemetery. 

In 1917, they owned a farm one mile south of 
Mereta in the corner of FM 1692 and FM 380. A 
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Mereta, Texas Farm Scene - 1923 
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drought hit in 1917 and 1918, and the family could 
not make enough money from farm products. The 
U.S. was entering World War I and was in need of 
horses and pack mules. Edd sold his teams as he 
needed the capital and there was not enough crop 
raised to feed the animals. 

In 1928, they built a stately large brick home in 
the location of the old home. Lula loved her new 
home and took pride in yard and interior. She loved 
to entertain family and friends with large Sunday 
dinners, after attending the Mereta Baptist Church. 
She loved to give showers for bridal and baby parties, 
wedding receptions, rehearsal suppers, Home 
Demonstration Club Meetings, and many holiday 
celebrations. 

Everyone loved to go to these parties, as Lula had 
the house decorated for the occasion, her cooking 
was fabulous, and the table was set in English china 
and crystal. 

Lula was a leader as well as a worker. She was a 
charter member of the Mereta Baptist Church, leader 
in the Home Demonstration Club, active in the 
Mereta Cemetery Association. She loved to grow 
flowers and vegetables, and canned fruit and 
vegetables. She continued to manage her farm after 
Edd passed away, and continued to drive her Buick 
to San Angelo for shopping at Cox-Rushing-Greer 
and Hemphill-Wells. She was a fashion plate with 
gloves, hats, shoes and handsome clothes. 

by Nancy Roberts 


ROBERTS, MORGAN EUGENE 
and DORA 


On April 1, 1926, Dora’s parents, Lee and Ida 
Vinther Griffith (buried in Pearson, Arkansas) along 
with three children, Dora (born August 5, 1913), 
Walter William (born August 19, 1915), Freddie Lee 
(born February 24, 1918) arrived in Mereta in a 
Model T truck. Lee owned a telephone exchange in 
Crescent and Godley, Texas. He traded the exchanges 
for 235 acres of land south of Mereta in 1922. A 
loan on the farm was taken to finish paying off the 
note. The price of fertile flat land was around $40 an 
acre. 

Dora, Walter and Freddie graduated from the ten 
grades of school Texas used as standard schooling. 
Dora married Morgan Eugene (Gene) Roberts (born 
October 28, 1909), the only child of E.B. and Lula 
Roberts on February 21, 1932. They farmed land, 
milked cows, fed livestock and raised chickens to 
earn a meager dollar. 

On May 11, 1937, Dorothy Jean was born and on 
January 26, 1939, Charlie Edward came into the 
world, both being born in Shannon Hospital. 

In 1941, the Roberts moved into a new home 
in the south end of Mereta township. Material for 
the two-bedroom house cost $2,300. The structure 
was built by family members, Gene and Lee Griffith. 
Gene was a good carpenter and an excellent 
mechanic. He was a good husband, father, 
community leader, and well liked by everyone. 

On a cold winter Saturday morning of January 
29, 1949, Gene, Dora, and C.W. McCarroll were 
driving to San Angelo on the Old Paint Rock Road, 
and at the highway crossing two miles south of 
Veribest they were involved in an accident with 
another automobile. Gene was killed, leaving the 
whole family and community devastated. He was 
buried in Mereta Cemetery. 

Dora’s brother, Freddie Griffith, farmed the land 
on the halves the first year. In 1950 through 1957, 
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the drought set in and Charlie was able to handle the 
farming. On June 9, 1955, a dirt storm rolled in from 
the north and literally turned the earth black. 

On March 26, 1954, Dorothy married Jimmy 
Horton (divorced). There were two girls, Terry Gayle 
born March 5, 1956, and Sherre Lynn, born May 19, 
1959. 

On April 4, 1958, Charlie married Nancy Sue 
Bitner of Veribest. They reared two sons, Eugene 
(Gene) Bitner, Jimmy E. Roberts, and Charla Sue. 

After Gene’s death in 1949, Dora found herself 
farming, rearing two children, and earning a living. 
The seven-year drought forced Dora and both 
children to seek work in San Angelo. Dora is an 
expert seamstress and used this talent to earn her 
living. She still sews for the public as well as for her 
family. She makes garments, button holes, belts and 
buttons. Her fingers are busy day and night, having 
made afghans for five grandchildren and three great- 
grandchildren, and quilts for her two children, 
Dorothy and Charlie. Dora lives in San Angelo since 
Charlie and Nancy married. 

by Nancy Roberts 


ROBERTSON - STUART 


Marvin Grady and Laura (Stuart) Robertson on their 
wedding day, May 1, 1910 


Marvin Grady Robertson was born February 9, 
1890 (died January 30, 1979), in Liberty, Union 
County, Mississippi. His parents were Gaines Olvin 
and Henrietta (Archar) Robertson. Both of Marvin’s 
grandfathers fought in the Civil War and one was a 
Baptist minister. Marvin had an older sister and six 
younger brothers. 

In 1906 Gaines and Henrietta and their five 
children moved to the vicinity of Miles, Texas, and 
the older children attended school at Fairview, which 
was within a few miles of Dry Hollow and Miles. 
The two youngest boys were born in Texas. 

After moving to West Texas, Marvin met and fell 
in love with Laura Stuart, who was born February 
16, 1890 (died October 20, 1943) in Nolanville, Bell 
County, Texas. Her parents were Isom Stuart, a 
farmer and blacksmith, like his father and 
grandfather, and Maggie Estelle (Beaird) Stuart. 
Laura was the fourth child of seven brothers and 
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Children of Marvin and Laura (Stuart) Robertson 
in 1922 were from top, left to right, Toady, Opal, 
Irvin, Juanita and Jesse 


four sisters. They moved from Bell County to 
Concho County in 1900, to a community called 
White Point, earlier known as Oklahoma Territory. 

Laura and Marvin were married in the community 
church on May 1, 1910. Marvin and Laura’s first 
child, Cleophas Grady (nickname is Toady) was born 
in 1911 in Concho County. In 1911 Gaines Robertson 
moved his family back to East Texas to farm and 
Marvin and Laura moved there, also. Their middle 
children, Irvin (born 1912, died 1991), Opal (born 
1917, died 1978), and Jesse (born 1920, died 1978) 
were born in Milam and Falls County. 

In 1920 they had a good cotton crop and Marvin 
bought an irrigated farm in Lake View Community, 
north of San Angelo. They rented a boxcar on the 
railroad and moved out West to their new home. They 
had this truck farm for several years and Juanita, 
their youngest child, was born there in 1922. Toady, 
Irvin and Opal attended Lake View School. Marvin 
was a school trustee in 1924, when a new red brick 
building was built adjacent to the old white wooden 
one. The Robertsons had electricity and a phone; the 
number was Red 1038. 

Marvin and Laura sold the Lake View property 
around 1925, moved to Christoval, and had a truck 
farm there for several years. 

In the late 1930’s the family bought a home in 
town and the three youngest children attended San 
Angelo schools. 

by Laurette Huntley Ernst 


ROBERTSON - TAYLOR 


Lola Mary and Mose Taylor are the children of 
Elizabeth Bridget Crosby (1831-1916) and Henry 
Milam Taylor (died1873). Lola was born in Mason, 
Texas on March 4, 1866 and Mose was born in Peg 
Leg, Texas, on December 14, 1870. They first moved 
to Tom Green County in 1872, when their parents 
purchased Bismarck Farm and the settlement of Ben 
Ficklin and they both grew up in and around the San 
Angelo area. 


Lola Taylor wrote, “San Angelo was a small town, 
but was always gay socially having a cosmopolitan 
population, many well educated and cultured 
people.”’ While at a social gathering she met her 
future husband, Marion Robertson, born February 
5, 1859, Salado, Texas. He was in the mercantile 
business with his brother Sterling C. Robertson. 
Their grandfather, Sterling Clack Robertson, 
established the Robertson Colony, fought in the 
Battle of San Jacinto, and signed the Texas 
Declaration of Independence. Lola and Marion were 
married October 1, 1884 in Mason, and a year later 
returned to San Angelo. They lived on the Bismarck 
Farm where Marion planted the first Salado cotton, 
which later proved successful in the area. Marion 
later entered the real estate and insurance business 
with an office in the Concho National Bank. He built 
a home in San Angelo on Twohig Avenue. They had 
four children: Lolette born November 6, 1885, 
Salado, Imogene born September 1, 1888, Mary 
Sterling born March 26, 1893 in San Angelo and 
Marion born November 17, 1896 in San Antonio. 
Lola and Marion both enjoyed and participated in 
the growth and development of San Angelo. Their 
later years were spent in Tucson, Arizona, where 
Marion died on August 28, 1931 and Lola died on 
August 17, 1955. 

Mose Taylor spent his youth in Tom Green County. 
For a number of years, he owned and operated a 
saddlery and harness shop in San Angelo. He married 
Emily Homan of Cameron, Texas, and they had two 
children, Pauline and Mose. He sold his business to 
Henry Hagelstein and moved to Ozona. While 
visiting in San Angelo, Mose developed pneumonia 
and died on February 5, 1903. The Standard wrote 
of him, “The announcement of the death of Mose 
Taylor will be read with general regret throughout 
the Concho Country, where he was universally 
known and liked by citizens in every walk of life. 
Few men possessed a wider circle of acquaintance 
or more friends than did Mose Taylor.’’ The funeral 
took place from the residence of Judge M. O. Davis 
and Mose was buried in the Ben Ficklin Cemetery. 

by Carol Knost McClendon 


ROBERTSON, STERLING 


Sterling and Lorena Westbrook Robertson came 
to West Texas in 1879. Mr. Robertson was a grandson 
of Major Sterling Robertson who had brought eight 
hundred colonists to Texas in 1832. His father, 
Sterling Robertson, served with General Sam 
Houston and founded Salado College. Lorena 
Westbrook was the daughter of Captain Charles 
Westbrook and Mary Winston Whitsitt. The town of 
Lorena, near Waco, was named in her honor. 

The Robertsons were survivors of the Ben Ficklin 
flood and were living at the time in the home of Mrs. 
Mary Metcalfe. Many years later Mrs. Robertson was 
interviewed by the San Angelo Standard-Times and 
gave a vivid account of the flood and her memories 
of its devastation. 

After the flood the Robertsons moved to San 
Angelo where Mr. Robertson was in the mercantile 
business. In 1884 they returned to Lorena. 

by Jean F. Millspaugh 


RODRIGUEZ, ROGELIO and 
CONCEPCION 


Rogelio Rodriguez and his wife Concepcion came 
to Knickerbocker with their infant son, Alberto, in 
1964. 

Alberto and later children, Ana Lydia, Ruben, 
Ricardo (Ricky) and Alma Delia were raised at 
Knickerbocker and attended Christoval School 
where some have already graduated. 

Rogelio Rodriguez worked for Woodrow Harris 
for ten years, but the last fourteen years the 
Rodriguez family has operated their own dairy farm. 

The family attends Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Knickerbocker and are active in 
the Church Festival every year. 

by Rose Duke 


ROGERS, TRAVIS 
MILTON SR. 


Air Force Master Sergeant Travis Milton Rogers, 
Sr., arrived, with his family, in San Angelo, Texas, 
September 7, 1959. They had been living in the 
Washington, D.C., area of suburban Maryland, where 
Travis worked for the National Security Agency. San 
Angelo’s reputation for friendliness, good schools, 
and wholesome environment for raising one’s family 
had prompted their request for transfer to this area. 
It also put them nearer their native homes in East 
Texas. 

Travis Rogers was born October 19, 1918, in Alto, 
Cherokee County, Texas, to William Milton Rogers 
and Mary Salena “Lena” Fleming. Grace was the 
daughter of Wilbur Ernest Laden and Leora Duncan, 
born near Mt. Pleasant, Titus County, October 27, 
1925. 

During WWII, Travis was a member of the 40th 
Bomb Group, which was the nucleus for the newly 
formed super-huge, super-secret B-29 Wing. 
Stationed in Pratt, Kansas, there was not sufficient 
time to travel to San Antonio, Texas, and return, on 
a coveted three-day-pass, to marry his fiance, Grace 
Evelyn Laden. So, on August 18, 1943, they met in 
Oklahoma City, were married by a Judge In The 
Court Of Common Pleas, and thirty hours later he 
returned to Pratt, and Grace to San Antonio. 

The Rogers’ first child, Kaye Donna, was born 
July 31, 1944, in Pittsburg, Camp County, Texas, 
while her daddy was flying in the China-Burma-India 
theater. He returned home in March, 1945. 

The war had ended and Travis was a civilian in 
San Antonio when Travis, Jr., was born in Santa Rosa 
Hospital, December 30, 1945. Then, in the same 
hospital, Gary Wayne was born March 18, 1947. In 
the early years, and those ensuing, the Rogers family 
lived in Kansas, Ohio, Mississippi, Maryland, 
Germany, Japan and Okinawa, but had all managed 
to get born in Texas! 

Travis, Sr., rejoined the Air Force in 1946 and 
remained until he retired in February, 1962, at 
Goodfellow AFB, in San Angelo. 

Kaye Rogers married Dr. Gus Alexander, DDS, 
April 30, 1966. Gus’s parents, Theo Alexander and 
Mary Manitzas, were natives of Greece. Gus was 
born in San Angelo September 30, 1938. Gus and 
Kaye have two children: Paul Douglas, born 
November 29, 1967, and Elena Diane, born March 
5, 1971. 

Travis, Jr., married Pamela Marie Keith, daughter 
of Fred “Pat’’ Keith and Marcia Kuhn, in Eastland, 


Texas, June 26, 1971. They have sons, Beau Brian, 
born September 10, 1974, and Bart Daniel, born 
February 8, 1977. 

Gary married Lucia Chandler, daughter of Wayne 
Chandler and Dorothy Gandy, on March 15, 1980. 
They have ason, Adam Chandler, born February 26, 
1982. 

All of Travis and Grace Rogers’ grandchildren 
were born, and remain, in San Angelo. 

by Grace Laden Rogers 


ROSE, JOHN C. FAMILY 


John and Ollie Rose, December 1952 in San Diego, 
CA 


John was born January 6, 1931, in Rowena, 
Runnels County. He was the second child of Louis 
O. and Ella Pfluger Rose. He went through the 10th 
grade at Rowena public school. Being the only boy 
with six sisters, he had to help with the farming. 

After high school, he joined the Navy and was 
sent to California to serve aboard a ship. Then on 
February 3, 1952, he married Ollie Dean Bowden, 
born November 14, 1933, in Maverick, Runnels 
County, Texas. They were married in Ciudad Acuna, 
Mexico, while he was home on boot leave from the 
Navy. After their marriage, John returned to his ship 
in San Diego, California. Ollie returned to her 
parents’ home at Norton, Runnels County, to finish 
her last year of high school. After her graduation, 
she drove to San Diego with her in-laws to begin 
her married life with John. John served tours in 
Alaska, Japan, and Indo-China during the Korean 
War. While John was gone, Ollie continued to live 
in San Diego and worked as a secretary for Chief 
Chemist with General Dynamics. Then in November, 
1954, they returned to San Angelo to make their 
home. 

John has been blessed with a talent in wood- 
working through which he has made his living. He 
first started out in a wood manufacturing company, 
then later became a carpenter and cabinet builder. 

After 25 years with a construction company, he 
decided in May, 1983, to form his own construction 
company. Many of the homes in College Hills, 
College Hills South, and Southland have his cabinets 
in them. He now builds custom homes, and has built 
three so far at St. Lawrence, a farming community 
near Garden City, Texas. 
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John and Ollie Rose. Their son and wife - Johnny and Diane Rose. Their daughter and her family - Carla 


and Cary Houston, Christy and Carey Ann. Photo taken November 1985 


In 1975, John and Ollie built their new home near 
San Angelo Country Club. They moved into their 
home in October 1976, after doing all the work 
themselves. 

John and Ollie have two children: John Carl, Jr., 
born July 23, 1957, married Diane Peel, born October 
18, 1958; and Carla Sue, born July 20, 1960, married 
Cary Houston, born September 25, 1957. They have 
three granddaughters, Meagan M. Rose, Christy 
Aaron, and Carey Ann Houston. 

John is a fifth generation descendant of Henry S. 
Pfluger, Sr., who came from Germany in 1848, and 
settled near Austin. The town of Pflugerville is named 
for the family. 

by Ollie Rose 


ROSS, ALTA (SMITH) 


Alta Ross 


April 29, 1901, in Granbury, Texas, Alta I. Smith 
(Ross) was born to Tom J. and Emma (Nelson) 
Smith. Her father, an early day cowboy, and mother 
had one son, Everet, and three daughters Alta, Jewel, 
and Oda. When she was two, her father moved the 
family to Big Spring where she began her public 
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school education. When Alta was twelve years of 
age in 1913, tragedy struck the family. Her father 
was fatally trampled while unloading a boxcar of 
horses in Roswell, New Mexico. (To date, she still 
tells of her father’s practical jokes and her memories 
of how he tossed his head back in uproarious 
laughter.) The family remained in Big Spring, Texas, 
where her mother died in 1950. 

On August 26, 1923, Alta married Ernest Ross in 
Colorado City, Texas. As he was a rural route carrier 
for the United States Post Office, the family moved 
periodically, and while in Megargel, Texas, Archer 
County, their son, Van E. Ross, was born. Four years 
later in Kress, Texas, Van was presented with a new 
sister, Peggy Ross (Glynn), who presently also 
resides in San Angelo. Ernest moved the family to 
Oklahoma City, for 1 1/2 years; to Runge, Texas, for 
9 years; and then to Stanton, Texas, in 1945, where 
both of their children graduated from public school. 
During this time, Alta was a homemaker, seamstress, 
and later a volunteer at the Big Spring Veterans 
Hospital, post World War IL. 

Their son, Van, attended Texas Tech and later 
became an Air Force pilot, retiring after twenty-three 
years as a Lt. Colonel. Van is married to Marilyn K. 
Ross and has one daughter, Leslie B. Ross of Boise, 
Idaho. 

Their daughter, Peggy, married James A. (Scutter) 
Glynn of Tarzan, Texas, who earned his degree from 
Sul Ross University in Alpine, Texas, as an Animal 
Science major. As a Soil Conservationist for The 
State of Texas, Scutter and Peggy reared a son, 
Jimmy Van (of Abilene, who is married to Claydene 
Anglin Glynn); and a daughter, Mrs. Doug (Jan 
Glynn) Kure. As duty called, they moved to 
Ballinger, Ozona, Vega, Dalhart, Brownwood, and 
San Angelo. In 1979 Peggy and Scutter returned to 
San Angelo to be close to both of their parents. 

In 1959, due to health and to be closer to their 
doctors, Ernest and Alta retired to San Angelo. On 
June 16, 1964, Ernest passed away after a lengthy 
illness. Alta remained active with the Methodist 
Church where she taught Sunday School, Garden 


Club, Home Demonstration Club, Glee Club 
Sponsor, American Women’s Legion Volunteers, and 
Senior Citizens activities. 

Along with her two children and three 
grandchildren, Alta has five great-grandchildren: 
Rebekah, Erin, and Melissa Glynn; and Daniel and 
Andrew Kure. 

At this time, Alta resides in The Baptist Memorial 
Center where she remains interested in her friends 
and their activities. 

by a Granddaughter 


ROSS, MARILYN K. 


Marilyn K. Ross 


Marilyn (Kraker) Ross was born in Abilene, Texas, 
to Albert William and Jane (Jennings) Kraker on 
January 5, 1951. Her father was a service station 
proprietor for forty years until retirement and her 
mother a public school teacher for the normal 
classroom, mentally retarded, and visually handi- 
capped for forty-five years. Her parents still reside 
in Abilene. 

She was reared in Abilene with her parents, brother 
Al Jr., and three sisters, Martha, Nancy, and Alyce. 
To date she still holds city-wide records in athletic 
events in Abilene. 

Attending high school in Coleman, Texas, where 
she lived with her grandparents, Dr. and Mrs. W.L. 
Jennings, Marilyn graduated in 1969. 

Graduation led her to Lubbock, to attend Texas 
Tech University. While in Lubbock pursuing her 
studies as a Sociology major, she worked at the 
Lubbock State School. Later she became employed 
with a Johnson & Johnson Company, Devro, Inc., 
and during this time changed her major to Business 
Management. After eight years with Devro, which 
included production line experience, production line 
instructor, and management level responsibilities, the 
company closed, consistent with many large 
companies of the late 1970’s and 1980's. 

Marilyn relocated to San Angelo where she was 
employed with Mitsubishi Aircraft International. 
September 5, 1983, she married Van E. Ross in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Partial to West Texas and being close 
to family, the Rosses, today, select San Angelo as 
their home. 

by Marilyn Ross 


ROSS, VAN E. 


Van and Marilyn Ross 


A native of Archer County, Van Eldon Ross was 
born in Megargel, Texas, December 30, 1929, to 
Ernest and Alta Smith Ross. His father, a rural mail 
carrier for thirty-eight years until retirement, moved 
the family to Kress, Texas, when Van was three years 
old. At this time an addition to the family occurred — 
anew sister, Peggy. After a short stay in Kress, and 
another in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, the family 
moved to Runge, Texas, where Van began his public 
school education. Later, the family moved to Stanton, 
where Van enrolled in his sophomore year of high 
school and graduated in 1947. 

During Van’s fourth year at Texas Tech College 
in Lubbock, Texas, as an Engineering major, Uncle 
Sam sent greetings (Korean Crisis) calling him to 
duty. Faced with the decision of draft or choice, he 
elected to become a pilot and an officer. 

After Basic Training at Sheppard AFB in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, Van was sent to Bainbridge, Georgia, 
for Primary Pilot Training. 

Throughout his career, he was stationed in the 
midwestern and western states, Alaska, and Hawaii 
as a Co-pilot, Pilot, Crew Commander, Instructor 
Pilot, Flight Commander, Squadron Operations 
Officer, Squadron Commander, and 15th Air Force 
Headquarters Director of Personal Services. 

His foreign tours include: Okinawa, Morocco, 
England, Guam (two tours), and Thailand. 

Upon completion of 23 years of service he retired 
in 1974 as a Lieutenant Colonel. 

Retirement lured Van into construction super- 
vision for several years, as he had been an 
Engineering major in college. In 1980, he returned 
to Texas and became a Planner and Numeric Control 
Programmer (programmed the computer-driven 
manufacturing machines) at Mitsubishi Aircraft 
International in San Angelo. 

Since the demise of M.A.I., Van and his wife, 
Marilyn K. Ross, still reside in San Angelo 
appreciating the Concho Valley environment from 
their Lake Nasworthy home. 

Van has one daughter, Leslie B. Ross, of Boise, 
Idaho. Currently she attends Boise State University 
and is also a professional model. 

by Marilyn Ross 


ROSSER, WILLIAM LYNN and 
GWYN ELLEN (GREEN) 


L to R: William Lynn Rosser, Gwyn Ellen Green 
Rosser, Dana Ashley Rosser, center, Devin Blaine 
Rosser, and Colin Ryan Rosser - June 1986 


Lto R: Dana Ashley Rosser, Colin Ryan Rosser, and 
Devin Blaine Rosser. June 20, 1985 


William Lynn Rosser was born December 31, 
1951 at San Angelo. On August 18, 1972 married 
Gwyn Ellen Green (born March 3, 1952 to Wilburn 
and Margaret Bledsoe Green). They have one 
daughter, Dana Ashley born November 29, 1974; two 
sons, Colin Ryan Rosser born April 22, 1980 and 
Devin Blaine Rosser born June 20, 1981. 

William Rosser and family lived in San Angelo, 
from August 1972 to October 1981, when they 
moved to Mereta. They have lived in Fort Worth, 
since December 1984. 

Gwyn Ellen attended Mereta, Wall and Miles 
schools, graduating there in 1970. She attended 
Angelo State University two years and graduated 
from San Angelo Business College 1972. She was 
employed by Continental Insurance, Texas 
Department of Child Welfare, San Angelo State 
School and Dr. Welby Cox in San Angelo. 

William graduated from Miles High School in 
1970 and from Angelo State University in 1975, B. 
A. degree in Speech. He was employed by Betty Lee 
Shoes, Kresses, Birk Monuments, J & K Shoe Stores, 
San Angelo State School and Ethicon. 

William is attending Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth majoring in 
Religious Education. He is currently employed with 
Bass Brothers Inc. 

Gwyn Ellen’s paternal grandparents were Ralph 
Edgar and Elsie Pearline Gray Green who were Irish 


and Scotch-Irish. Her maternal grandparents are 
James Dudley and Teofilie Johanna Sonnenberg 
Bledsoe who are Irish-Indian (Cherokee) and 
German. 

William’s parents were Elizabeth Dodson Rosser 
and the late George Howard Rosser. His paternal 
grandparents were Murry Ward and Rose Spencer 
Rosser who were Irish and German. His maternal 
grandparents were Nathan Orley and Madge 
Sunderlin Dodson who were Scotch-Irish and 
Swedish-English. As young children each of them 
migrated from the New York area to Iowa with their 
parents. They made a short visit to Tom Green 
County in 1938 looking for a warmer and drier 
climate for health reasons. In the fall of 1938 they 
moved from Iowa to a place at Harriett, Tom Green 
County. 

by Margaret B. Green 


ROUNTREE, DR. WILEY B. 


Dr. Wiley B. Rountree 
1915-1987 


Dr. Wiley B. Rountree was an enthusiastic 
individual and physician who accepted his large 
Family Practice with a real sense of appreciation 
coupled with dedication and a great gift of 
‘likeableness’ which afforded him many friends as 
well as patients. 

Dr. Rountree was born in Mt. Vernon, Texas. At 
the age of five, he and his brother, Reuben, moved 
with their parents to Austin, Texas. His father, 
Seaborn Rountree, served as a University of Texas 
Science Curator. Olive Rountree, a Canadian, was a 
School of Nursing graduate from Jefferson Medical 
College in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

He attended grade school and while in Austin High 
School, he served as the editor of the school 
newspaper and was active in the National Honor 
Society. After graduation, at the age of 14, he entered 
the University of Texas where he served as the editor 
of the University newspaper. In 1935, he received a 
Bachelor of Science Degree with ‘outstanding 
honors.’ 

He worked for a while before he began his 
professional studies at the Kirksville Osteopathic 
College of Medicine and Surgery, Kirksville, 
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Missouri. He was active in many organizations. He 
served as President of both his Junior and Senior 
Medical School Classes. He was elected as a member 
of the AOA National Honor Society Psi Sigma 
Alpha and served as their president. Later, he served 
as their Executive Secretary for twenty years. As 
President of the Kirksville Osteopathic Medical 
School Student Body, he represented the students 
by speaking various places as well as to the 
Graduation Ceremonies in 1941. 

The First United Methodist Church of Moravia, 
Iowa, was the scene of the formal wedding of Dr. 
Wiley and Jacquelyn Winsler on June 1, 1941. 

Dr. Rountree began his first practice in San 
Angelo. He soon built a ten-room office building at 
19 North Irving which was known as the San Angelo 
Family Practice Osteopathic Clinic. The Austin-stone 
building, with glass brick windows was his place of 
business for 47 years. It is currently being used by 
Randy Rountree, M.D., his son. 

His friend, County Judge Edd Keyes, who filed 
the San Angelo Birth Certificates sent him a metal 
plaque which read: “Congratulations to you, Wiley, 
for being such an understanding friend of mine as 
well as physician. As of today, you have delivered 
3,550 children in San Angelo. The record is enviable 
- but please slow down.” 

The family of Dr. Rountree consisted of four 
children and his wife. They were Sharon and David 
Hollenback and daughter Christina, Linda and John 
Tyler and daughter Susan, and Randy and Barry 
Rountree. His brother and wife, Lois and Reuben 
Rountree, live in Austin. They have a son, Seaborn 
Rountree. 

The family is a very close one. The children have 
been encouraged to take part in school activities such 
as President of the Student Council and in musical 
programs. They have a set of costumes which they 
wear when requested for city organizations for 
Christmas, Easter, July 4th, etc. They were honored 
by selection as “San Angelo’s Outstanding Family 
of the Year.” 

Locally, Dr. Rountree was elected to serve on the 
San Angelo School Board for twelve years. Always 
interested in athletics, he served a number of years 
as the team physician for San Angelo High School 
and for Angelo State University. Serving many years 
on the United Methodist Church Board of Directors, 
he established the United Methodist Men’s Sunday 
School Class and served as the teacher. He was a 
Board Member of the Y.M.C.A. and of the Boy 
Scouts of America. He was a longtime member of 
Kiwanis International and of the Elks Lodge (BPOE). 
He was active in the Texas and Tom Green Historical 
Societies, San Angelo Community Theatre Life 
Member, and a Life Member of Texas Exes of 
University of Texas. 

Honored many times by state and national 
professional associations, The Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery selected him as 
“The Outstanding Osteopathic Physician of the 
Year.” He had served as Texas State President of the 
Osteopathic Profession and as a National American 
Osteopathic Association Board Member. He spoke 
at a convention of the AOA in Tokyo, Japan. He 
served as a a physician in the jungles of Yucatan, 
Mexico. He was a Lifetime Member of the National 
Academy of AOA, Texas Association TOMA and 
the AOA American Osteopathic. Medical 
Association. 

by Helen Shook 
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RUDICIL, RANKIN REILEY 


Rankin Reiley Rudicil 


Rankin was born to Lillian and Rankin Rudicil. 
He died September 8, 1977. He was the first of John 
William Reiley’s four grandsons, adored and 
pampered by all his relatives. 

Rankin attended Santa Rita Elementary, graduated 
from Central, and attended ASU after his discharge 
from the service. 

When we were children, he raised bantam 
chickens. One Christmas he received a rifle, which 
a neighbor boy asked to hold and then shot one of 
Rankin’s bantams. 

Rankin started working for the bus station when 
in high school and after the service was a ticket agent 
for thirty years. 

An artist in many fields, he did beautiful works. 
He was also a photographer and in Earl Witter’s club. 

Rankin was nicknamed Rudy by cousin 
Gwendolyn, and he was called Rudy by family and 
most of his friends, although he preferred Rankin. 
In turn, he nicknamed Gwendolyn, Margie. 

There were six nieces whom he adored. He wrote 
and illustrated a beautiful Easter story for them, 
called “Sunnie.” 

Rankin was a lover of fine arts and music. Being 
a favorite of Violet, his aunt, they shared much in 
that field and good books. 

Rankin also loved to hunt and fish. Dove hunting 
one time, he took the livers and gizzards and caught 
a large catfish. 

A good cook, Rankin could top any gourmet. He 
loved serving beautiful candlelight dinners, perfect 
table setting, right wines and the perfect after-dinner 
drink. 

Rudy bought some acreage in the northeast section 
of town, which he called the Tumble Weed Ranch. 
Dantes gave him some African sheep, which mated, 
and the offspring being so wild, I had to raise them 
in my back yard. 

by Lou Tumlinson 


RUDICIL, RANKIN ROE 


Rankin Roe Rudicil was born in Menard. His 
mother died and he was raised by an aunt. He was of 
German descent and related to the Callans and 
Whitfields. 


Rankin Rudicil and son Rudy 


Rankin moved to San Angelo and married Lillian 
Jewel Reiley. They had five children; one died at 
birth, the others being a son and three daughters. 

From 1913 to 1915, Rankin worked for Fred 
Schmidt, proprietor of the Smoke House, dealer of 
cigars and tobacco, with billiards and pool. He also 
worked for Crowther Hardware Company and 
traveled for Findlater Hardware Company. He 
traveled back and forth to Iraan where he had a 
hardware store. He owned the Crystal Ball Room in 
McCamey which he later leased until he sold it in 
1934. 

Rankin taught me to eat cereal with frosted milk 
and raw oysters with catsup. 

He owned a motorcycle when he courted Lillian 
and a big convertible that he would take the girls 
riding in. 

We did have fun as children, making our own toys, 
gathering mesquite beans and coke bottles to make 
money. Given a dollar at Christmas, we shopped at 
Woolworths. Hemphill-Wells wrapped everything 
free. 

During the flood, eight relatives stayed with us. 
Tom would bring in hot breads. Cleaning up the 
muddy homes, Margie stepping on glass, what a 
chore! 

Mr. Rudicil died of pneumonia at an early age, 
before Social Security was effective. Raising the 
children was hard for Lillian. She had to take one 
daughter for leg amputation. 

She moved to her mother’s home. Papa Reiley 
left a will that John and Dantes support widowed 
and unwed sisters. They sent twenty-five dollars 
monthly to Lillian. Violet bought our clothes; she 
gave us very much! 

by Lou Tumlinson 


RUMSEY, LELAND 


«i 
1940's picture - Rumsey Double Cousins 
Edna Earl Rumsey, Leland Rumsey, Lucille Rumsey, 
Lloyd Rumsey, and Homer Lee Rumsey 


Leland Rumsey was born September 8, 1919 in 
the Klattenhoff community, Tom Green County. On 
December 11, 1937, he married Lena Thelma Bell 


(born August 21, 1923). They had one daughter, 
Patsy June Rumsey (born May 31, 1939 in San 
Angelo). They were divorced November 11, 1941. 
On August 2, 1942, Leland married Johnie Oleta 
Sargent (born April 22, 1922, in Mills County, 
Texas). Their children were (1) Charles Lee Rumsey 
(born July 14, 1943 in Tom Green County, San 
Angelo) who married Billie Sue Underwood and 
later was divorced. His second wife was Shirley 
Larson. (2) Nancy Lou Rumsey (born December 17, 
1945 in San Angelo), who married Eldon Jones of 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. (3) Rita Mae Rumsey 
(born May 22, 1948, in San Angelo) who married 
Rodney Moore of San Angelo. 


1961 Family picture of Leland Rumsey 
Ist row: Patsy June Rumsey, Rita Mae Rumsey. 2nd 
row: Leland Rumsey, Oleta Rumsey (wife). 3rd row: 
Charles Lee Rumsey 


The Leland Rumsey family lived in the 
Klattenhoff community, Tom Green County, San 
Angelo, Pyote, Texas, and in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 

Leland lived on a farm in the Klattenhoff 
community and did stock farming during the early 
years of his married life. He became interested in 
plumbing and worked in that occupation until he 
received his master plumbing license. He operated 
the Rumsey Plumbing in San Angelo for a number 
of years in the 1950’s. He moved his family to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado in 1956 where he 
continued to work as a plumber until his death on 
June 27, 1962. 

Leland was accident-prone all his life. In his early 
teens, he caught his big toe in a planter’s cogwheel 
while plowing the blank row with a team of horses, 
causing him to lose his big toe. While trapping for 
furs, he shot himself in the knee. When he was going 
to Klattenhoff School, a swing hit him the head, 
which caused him to lose the sight in his left eye. 
After he married and was living on the farm, he was 
greasing the wheel of a windmill when he fell and 
broke his leg. His death was caused by another 
accident. 

Leland Rumsey’s parents were Wallace and Viola 
Tennyson Rumsey, who were early stock farmers in 
the Klattenhoff community. 

Thelma Bell’s parents were Tom and Lorena 
Harris Bell, who lived in Klattenhoff community in 
the 1930’s. They later moved to Grape Creek and to 
the Lake View area in San Angelo. They came to 
West Texas from Bell County, Texas. 

Johnie Oleta Sargent’s parents were Lee Roy and 
Anna Mae Sargent. They moved to San Angelo, in 


1926, from Mullin, Mills County, Texas. They moved 
to Houston, Texas, in 1969. 

The descendants of the Leland Rumsey family live 
in Colorado Springs, Colorado; Bruceton Mills, West 
Virginia; in the Houston area of Texas; and in Shreve- 
port, Louisiana. 

by Lucille R. Coleman 


RUMSEY, WALLACE E. 


Wallace Rumsey and son, Lloyd Rumsey in cotton 
field in 1950's 


Wallace E. Rumsey was born July 9, 1892, in 
Buckholts, Milam County, Texas. On September 22, 
1915, in the Tennyson home in the Klattenhoff 
Community, he married Viola Lee Tennyson (born 
December 13, 1897 in Oakalla, Burnet County, 
Texas). They had three children: Leland Rumsey who 
married Thelma Bell, was divorced and later married 
Oleta Sargent; Lucille Rumsey who married Howard 
Coleman; and Lloyd Rumsey who married Earline 
McFall. 

After their marriage, Wallace and Viola made their 
home on a stock farm five miles west of Miles, Texas, 
on the farm directly north of the large lone oak tree 
in the Klattenhoff Community. They lived on this 
farm for 25 years and during most of these years 
they used horses to farm the land. Viola said that she 
never raised any crop because she always farmed 
the blank row. 

Viola attended the Klattenhoff School in the early 
1900’s. She was an active member of the Klattenhoff 
and Harriett Home Demonstration Club, and the 
Miles Rebecca Lodge. She enjoyed gardening, 
cooking, and preserving foods. She won many blue, 
red, and white ribbons on her canned and baked foods 
at the West Texas Exposition in San Angelo. 

Wallace attended school in Salado, Texas, before 
moving to Miles. He attended Miles High School as 
a senior in 1912 and also graduated that same year. 
He was a member of the Miles Oddfellow Lodge, a 
trustee of Klattenhoff School, and assisted in holding 
elections at the Klattenhoff School. He was a “water 
witcher” and witched for water on many farms and 
ranches in Tom Green County. He enjoyed building 
fences and helped build many of the county fences. 

Wallace and Viola were members of the Miles 
Baptist Church. In the 1950’s, Viola joined the World 
Wide Church of God. 

Viola and Wallace lived 60 years in the Klattenhoff 
Community. Wallace died December 1, 1975, and 
Viola died March 19, 1984. They had seven grand- 
children and 14 great-grandchildren. 


60th Anniversary of Wallace and Viola Rumsey 
1st row: Wallace and Viola Rumsey. 2nd row: Lucille 
Rumsey Coleman. 3rd row: Howard Coleman, Sr. 
Fay Coleman, and Howard Coleman, Jr. 


Wallace’s parents were the late Emzy Rumsey and 
Lucy Agnes Rumsey, who were early stock farmers 
in the Klattenhoff Community. 

Viola’s parents were the late Charles and Mary 
Frances Tennyson, who settled as stock farmers in 
the Klattenhoff Community in the early 1900’s. 

The Rumsey family came to Texas from West 
Virginia. They originally came to the United States 
from Ireland. 

Descendants of the Wallace Rumsey family live 
in the Concho Valley area, in the Dallas area, Houston 
area, Temple area, Colorado Springs, Colorado, and 
in West Virginia. 

by Lucille Coleman 


RUNGE, ALYCE SCHUCH 


Alyce Elizabeth Schuch was born November 23, 
1922, the fourth child of Cecile and Edwin Henry 
Schuch. 

She remembers the band that played at the second 
grand opening of her father’s Schuch Motor 
Company, in 1929 at Oakes and Beauregard. 

The family listened to each other play the piano 
or to the radio for entertainment, listening to shows 
like Little Orphan Annie and The Green Hornet. 

The Lyric and Ritz theaters were open, but the 
Texas was Alyce’s favorite. The unusual lights in 
the ceiling were something she’d never seen before. 

In Junior High and High School, Alyce was the 
Joke Editor on the school newspaper. She graduated 
from San Angelo High School, and has since taken 
extension courses at Angelo State University. 

In 1984, she became a licensed Insurance Agent 
and sold insurance for a while. 

June 14, 1941 she married Paul Walter Bean. 

December 6, 1943 Alyce Elizabeth Bean, Jr. was 
born, and March 7, 1946, Paul Walter Bean, Jr. was 
born. 

In 1953 they bought their first black and white 
TV. It was wonderful. 

When the children were in school Alyce worked 
with Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and the Parents 
Teachers Association. 

In 1953 she became a member of the Young 
Women’s Service League that later became the Junior 
League. With this organization she did lots of 
community work. 
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She is a past president of the Handicapped 
Children’s Treatment Center that is now the West 
Texas Rehabilitation Center. 

She enjoyed working with the Community 
Theater. 

Alyce was a Charter Member of the 48 Study Club. 

She was in lots of style shows, including the 
Lawyers Wives style shows, and she modeled for 
the Cox-Rushing-Greer department store in San 
Angelo. 

Enjoying bridge, she was a member of several 
bridge clubs. 

November 28, 1962 Alyce married Carl Runge 
and together they raised Alyce’s grandson Paul 
Christian Adams born August 12, 1962. Shortly after 
getting Paul, Alyce got her first dryer. She said it 
was the “‘cats meow,”’ she was so thrilled not to have 
to hang all those diapers out on the line. 

The Deacons of the First Presbyterian Church of 
San Angelo asked Alyce to become their Financial 
Secretary. She remembered hating math in school, 
but she loved this job. She worked there for 21 years. 
She also taught Sunday School. 

by Angela R. Case 


RUNKLES, SAMUEL A. 


Samuel Adolphus Runkles was born July 28, 1857, 
near Baltimore, Maryland. On January 22, 1887, he 
married Mary Bell Rhoades. The story goes that all 
the arrangements had been made for her marriage to 
Jim Snodgrass at the home of Eugene Cartledge, 
when Mary Bell eloped with S.A. Runkles. The 
couple were married in Runnels County. 

S.A. and Mary Bell had four children: Robert 
Rhoades who married Ona Mann, Vivian who 
married Sidney Cavitt, Zadie who married Drew 
Mclver, and S.A. who married Mahotah Chastain. 

S.A. Runkles had many businesses in and around 
San Angelo, including the Moss Rose Saloon in the 
Nimitz Hotel. His various other businesses were rent 
property in downtown San Angelo and ranches in 
Tom Green, Coke, and Concho counties. The largest 
was in Concho County with over 8,000 acres of ranch 
land. Many buildings on Chadbourne Street were 
owned and built by S.A. Three of the buildings are 
still standing. 

He was a member of the Knights of Pythias. S.A. 
Runkles died on March 31, 1898, of pneumonia. His 
funeral was under the direction of Gantt & McNeese 
at a cost of $108.25. The executors of his vast estate 
were J.W. Timmins, C.H. Powell, and R.A. Flanagan. 

by Mary Runkles Davis 


RUSLER, JOHNNIE DAWSON 
and WIFE 


I started to school at North Ward, attended Junior 
High and graduated from San Angelo High in 1935. 

In high school my favorite teacher and coach was 
the late Judge Edd Keyes, a friend for always. 

I worked as a youngster on farms that are now O. 
C. Fisher Lake, also with a thrasher crew, engine 
and thrasher, horses, wagons hauling the grain to 
thrasher where haystacks were made. Following the 
crew was the chuck wagon. 

I started in grocery business from small stores to 
Modern Way Grocery, 1936 to 1938. I worked from 
delivery boy to third checker. I delivered to 
businesses all over town including Cornick House 
on North Main. While there we had the 1936 Flood 
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and Main Street was a river in itself with boats going 
from building to building. I worked for Schinecker 
Wholesale Groceries on West Washington from 1939 
to 1943. 

I was drafted in the Army and after training was 
shipped from New York to Liverpool, England and 
Southampton to Le Havre, France on to Belgium, 
Holland and Germany. Served with 748th Field 
Artillery, 9th Army enroute to the Elbe River, to 
Wismar on the Baltic Sea and then to 3rd Army at 
Wiessenburg south of Nuremberg. We met the 
Russian Army three different times. Transferred to 
Paris, France to operate and guard government 
warehouses. I was ordered home so went to Dieppe, 
France with 2nd General Hospital Group, then into 
106th Ack-Ack Group to Marseille, France. Loaded 
on ship to New York for eleven days. Landed in New 
York then to Brooks Field, San Antonio and was 
discharged. Returned to San Angelo and went to 
work for M’System Food Stores, retiring from 
M’ System in 1976. 

Growing up in San Angelo I saw buildings burn 
like old Landon Hotel, Goodwin Hotel and Martin- 
Glover Warehouses twice. Built were first San 
Angelo National Bank, Hilton Hotel, McBurnett 
Building, Shannon Hospital, Baker-Hemphill, 
Continental Building, new Standard-Times building. 
The old courthouse was torn down and rebuilt. 

Places to remember: Old Fire Station from Irving 
Street to Twohig and Magdalen, Old Mule Barn on 
Chadbourne, Wagon Yard on Concho near the River. 

I married Retha Ima Oleta Young, daughter of L. 
J. and Emily Miers Young and granddaughter of 
Paddy Miers of Christoval, born 1917, Pulliam 
Community. We went to San Angelo Schools 
graduating and attending San Angelo Junior College; 
neither graduating, but five of our children attended 
Angelo College. We had our 50th High School 
Reunion, 1984-1985. 

We were married in 1937 and celebrated our 50th 
Anniversary in May, 1987. 

Oleta worked at County Library, San Angelo 
Public Schools, local nursing homes and Carlsbad 
Center, retiring in 1979. 

Our children: Gwendolyn LaVern - 1938, Winfred 
Vaughan - 1943, Patricia Jean - 1944, Kenneth Dale 
- 1947, Clifford Wayland -1948 and Milton Kyle - 
1952. Winfred, Patricia and Kenneth had polio in 
1948 with Winfred succumbing to bulbar type. 
Milton Kyle was killed in a boating accident at Lake 
Nasworthy in 1978. We have seven grandchildren. 

We are members of New Harriett Baptist Church. 

by J.D. Rusler 


JOHNNIE DAWSON RUSLER’S 
BROTHERS and SISTERS 


RUSLER - WHITE 


Avis Elaine Rusler married W.C. White, son of 
Doc and Mrs. White in 1935. They had two girls; 
Gaylia and Joyce, several grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. Avis worked for Sears and Shannon 
Hospital. W.C. sold appliances before going to work 
for M’System Food Stores as manager of warehouse, 
retiring in 1978. Then went to work for Curry Freight 
Lines (now Central) as insurance adjuster. They live 
in San Angelo. 


RUSLER - WHITE 


William Lester Rusler, Jr., married Beatrice White, 
a sister to W.C. White, in 1939. He worked at 
M’ System Food Stores for a period then went into 
the Navy in 1942. Came home from duty in the 
Marshall Islands of the Pacific, discharged in 1946. 
Worked for Standard-Times and other papers in the 
composing room, retiring in Houston from Houston 
Post after several years. 

Children of Lester and Beatrice Rusler: Eugene 
deceased, Elizabeth deceased, Lynette and Marcelyn. 
They have several grandchildren and great grand- 
children. They live in Houston near the children. 


RUSLER - DUNLAP 


James Wayne Rusler married Lorette Dunlap, 
daughter of J.O. and Minnie Dunlap in 1941. He 
worked for small grocery stores and M’System Food 
Stores before entering the Air Corps of World War 
II in 1942. Serving with the Air Force in England 
and coming home to be discharged in 1945. He went 
to work for San Angelo Standard-Times in printer 
room, retiring after 37 years. 

Their children are Larry, Rebecca and Paula. They 
enjoy their six grandchildren. Wayne and Lorette 
visit with children and go camping and fishing for 
recreation. They are Baptist. 

Ruth Gwendolyn Rusler born October 12, 1922, 
died at birth. 


RUSLER - HEINS - CHANEY 


Y’Ouida Maurine Groves Rusler married J.T. 
Heins in 1947. He was in the Army, also worked for 
grocery store and a fashion store in Dallas. She 
worked in dry goods stores and as a nurse. He died 
from a heart attack. 

Y’Ouida and J. T. had children: Donna, Teddy 
(deceased), Marvin, Ross and Johnny. They have 
several grandchildren. 

Y’ Ouida met and married Nat Chaney in 1984, a 
retiree from the San Angelo National Bank. They 
spend time visiting relatives and traveling. 


RUSLER - EUBANKS 


Mona Y’Vonne Rusler worked for telephone 
company before marrying Thomas Sparks Eubanks, 
son of Gaddis and Jewel Eubanks of Jackson, 
Mississippi. He served at many Air Force bases 
around the world. After retiring he worked for W.T. 
May Company in business machines, also enjoying 
his hobby of building cabinets. 

From this marriage were born Vickie, Jay Thomas 
and Julie Eubanks. They have three grandchildren. 
All of the family make their home in Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

by Johnnie Dawson Rusler 


RUSLER, WILLIAM 
LESTER, SR. 


One of the first settlers in Long Cove Community, 
north of Lometa, Lampasas County, Texas, was John 
Rusler, Sr., born in Ohio in 1830, died November 2, 
1886, at Lometa. His wife, Emily Smith, was born 
in 1824 in Germany. She had arrived with her family 
in Galveston Bay while the Battle of San Jacinto was 
being fought. 


Lto R, Front: Y’Vonne, Nellie, Y’ Ouida, Wm. L. Rusler, Jr., Avis. Back row: Johnnie Rusler, Wm. L. Rusler, 


Sr and Wayne Rusler. Taken in late 1940's 


The Ruslers came in 1875 from Lavaca County 
in South Texas and settled on 320 acres deeded to 
John by his uncle, Colonel Andrew Neill. This gift 
of land was out of 1,280 acres of bounty land granted 
to Andrew Neill and listed as lying in Coryell and 
Travis counties when granted to Neill in 1855, but 
became part of newly formed Lampasas County in 
1856. 

John and Emily lived in a log house on the south 
160 acres of their land near Antelope Springs, which 
furnished their water. The Ruslers’ seven children 
were Mary, Charlotte, Jane, Louise, Emily, John, Jr., 
and Tom. 

In 1889, John Rusler, Jr., married Leila Madison 
and had sons, William Lester and Noma, and 
daughter Johnnie Madiera. They built a home on the 
family land which has been owned by family 
members for over 131 years. The present owner, 
Farris Gadbury, deceased, and wife, Ruth, is the son 
of Leila Madison Rusler, who married A.J. Gadbury 
after Mr. Rusler’s death. 

Lester Rusler married Nellie Ruth O’Banon, 
daughter of Eli Dawson, and Rose Ella O’ Banon of 
the Chadwick Community, Lometa, Texas, in 1914. 
They had Johnnie Dawson (1915) and Avis Elaine 
(1917). 

He worked for the Santa Fe Railroad as a section 
foreman, was transferred to Miles, Texas, in 1917, 
then to San Angelo in 1918. The family lived in the 
section house on East Fifth Street. Mrs. Lester Rusler 
was a practical nurse and worked with Doctors 
Chaffin, Keyes, Mays, and Nibling delivering babies. 

After the family moved to San Angelo, children 
born were William Lester, Jr. (1920), James Wayne 
(1921), Ruth Gwendolyn (1922) (deceased); 
Y’Ouida Maurine Groves (1929) and Mona 
Y’Vonne (1931). Leaving the railroad, Mr. Rustler, 
Sr., worked for Harris Luckett Hardware, San 
Angelo Public Schools, and was working at 
Goodfellow Field at the time of his death (1957). 
Mrs. Ruth Rusler died in 1977 while living at Baptist 
Memorial. 

The family attended First Baptist Church in the 
late teens and early twenties, then became members 
of Immanuel Baptist Church until the children were 
grown. They attended many tent revivals, and chil- 


dren Johnnie and Avis were baptized in the Concho 
River at 14th Street Crossing. 

For entertainment, we had carnivals, circuses, 
baseball games, hunting, fishing, and Sunday 
afternoon concerts in Santa Fe Park by the DeMolay 
Band. Grand Ole Opera every Saturday night was a 
must on our RCA radio. We had an Edison Victrola 
that played circular records, not like the flat ones of 
today. 

Yearly events enjoyed by all were San Angelo Fair 
with horse and automobile racing, Harley Sadler 
Medicine Show, the Old Settlers’ Reunion and 
Baptist Encampment held in Christoval Park. 

by Johnnie Dawson Rusler 
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RUSSELL, ANTHONY 


Anthony Russell from England came to America 
with the British Army in the war of 1812. His son 
James Russell lived in Georgia. James’s sons Green, 
Levi and J. Oliver started searching for gold in 
Georgia and then followed the trail to California, 
and by their own discoveries later caused a new rush 
for gold in the Rockies and built the first house in 
Denver, Colorado. Oliver (1828-1906) married Jane 
Robertson (1838-1936). Jane was born in 1838, the 
year the Cherokees were evicted from Georgia. Jane 
and Oliver left Georgia after the Civil War and the 
terrible actions of General Sherman. They then 
settled and ranched in Texas in the late 1860’s at 
Menardville. At that time the Comanche Indians were 
still fighting for their hunting grounds in Texas. 

In 1880 they moved to a ranch on Bear Creek, in 
Kimble County. Oliver planted a garden and put up 
a cooling spring house, in which Jane could take care 
of milk, butter, and other perishable foods. The 
children walked 5 miles to and from school. Oliver 
and Jane had 12 kids. They eventually moved back 
to Menard and bought a two-story hotel building with 
large grounds to house the family and provide 
facilities for a hotel business. Called the Australian 
Hotel, it became a landmark in the county seat, 
Menardville. During court sessions, lawyers and their 
clients came from all over the country. 

Oliver’s son, Dick, was a Texas Ranger and later 
became sheriff and tax collector of Menard county. 

Oliver’s son, Lee (Levi Lynch 1866-1939) Russell, 
went to work for the Cassidy Southwestern 
Commission Company, of which he became 
president. He put up the first fence in the Osage 
Country in Oklahoma and ranched from Mexico to 
Montana. He was the largest steer owner in the U.S. 
at one time. Lee had an office in the Metropolitan 
Hotel in Fort Worth, with his Russell Commission 
Company of Fort Worth. 

Lee married Marie Callan (1869-1963), a Menard 
school teacher. They had three children, Madelaine 


Back row left: Austin Callan and wife, Gertrude, Belle Callan (Leo Callan’s wife), Margaret Russell, unknown. 
Front row: Leo Callan, Bill Crothers, Ruskin Callan, James Russell, Lee Waring Russell, Colleen Russell in 
Marie Callan Russell’s lap, Madeline Drummond, and Letty ? and unknown baby. 
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Russell Drummond Gerhart, Margaret Russell White 
and James J. (J.J.) Russell (1900-1963). 

Madelaine and Margaret went to Our Lady of 
Victory school in Fort Worth. J.J. attended the 
University of Fort Worth. 

The first ranch J.J. owned was the Bear Creek 
Ranch, Menard County. 

In 1922, J.J. married Margaret Waring born in 
1904. 

They lived in San Angelo and had four children; 
Lee Russell (1924), Colleen R. Powell (1925), J. Joe 
Russell (1932), and Richard (Dick) Russell (1935). 

For many years, J.J. ranched in Texas, New 
Mexico, and Montana, until his death in 1963. 

by Angela R. Case 


RUSSELL, JOE 


Joe Russell’s Spur Collection 

This collection is considered by many collectors 
of authority, as being one of the most unique 
collections within the Continental United States. 

The collection is made up as follows: 

A. European: spurs from the 11th century through 
the 20th century. Spurs from England, France, Spain, 
Germany and Arabian countries. 

B. South American: Portuguese, Argentina and 
Chilean. 

C. Mexico: Types of spurs; Conquistador, 
Californio, Colonial, Coleadero, Vaquero and 
Charro. 

D. New World - Western United States: Some 50 
spur makers are represented dating from 1842 to the 
present (1987) 

The collection has documentation of the spur mark 
(maker), location where the spur was made, 
approximate year made, the date Joe got the spurs 
and from whom. 


James Joseph (Joe) Russell Jr. was born February 
27, 1932 to James Joseph (J.J.) Russell and Margaret 
(Marge) Waring Russell. They lived on the ranch 
and in San Angelo when the children were in school. 
Joe was a good full-back at Central High School, 
and he earned a football scholarship to Texas A&M 
University. He married Helene Hope Schuch. Hope 
was born October 25, 1932 to E.H. and Cecile 
Schuch. She is an artist, best known for her unique 
paintings of West Texas ranch scenes, houses and 
wildflowers. She painted a picture of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, and donated it to Holy Angels Catholic 
Church, where it now hangs in the church hall. Joe 
graduated from Texas Tech University in 1954, and 
went to work for General Telephone Company of 
the Southwest and ranched north of San Angelo. 
They have three children: James Edwin (Eddie) 
Russell born February 24, 1954; Angela Hope 
Russell Case born March 29, 1957; William (Bill) 
Lee Russell born January 2, 1960. 
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In 1940, while living on his father’s Cross Lranch 
near Dryden, TX., Joe swung off his horse to kill a 
rattle snake. He found a small hand-made iron spur 
on the ground. A short time later he saw an article 
and a picture of a spur, identical to the one he had 
found, in a magazine published by Texas A&M 
University. The spur was made in Spain, circa 1500, 
and worn by a Spanish cavalry-man. Cortez’s troops 
wore spurs like these as they crossed through Texas 
into California in the 1500s. Joe has been fascinated 
by spurs ever since. 

Joe has many spurs made by San Angelo spur 
maker Walley Boone. At Ben Ficklin, Joe found a 
spur that belonged to a Fort Concho soldier. He hopes 
to keep his spurs together for future generations to 
enjoy the spur’s history. When you see these spurs 
you can’t help but think of the men who wore them. 

by Angela Case 


RUSSELL, LEE and AUDREY 


Lee Waring Russell, the first son of James Russell 
and Margaret Waring Russell, was born March 9, 
1924. 

When he was 10 or 11 he was riding a horse, he 
saw a coyote and began to chase it. He roped the 
coyote and pulled the rope up over a bush, efficiently 
lifting the dog’s feet off the ground. A ranch hand 
came up and took care of the coyote. The story was 
printed in all the local papers. Men who raise sheep 
or goats realize what a menace coyotes are and how 
difficult it is to kill them, much less catch one alive. 

Lee graduated from San Angelo High School and 
entered the United States Army in 1942. He was 20, 
and had been overseas four months, when he was 
injured in Germany, May 2, 1945. He was with the 
86th Infantry Division attached to the Third Army, 
under the respected leadership of General George 
Patton. The war ended May 8, 1945. 

He needed ten hours to have earned a B.S. degree 
in agriculture from Texas A&M. The family needed 
him so he left school and since that time has operated 
ranches in Texas, New Mexico and Montana. 

August 6, 1946 Lee, formerly of San Angelo, was 
elected justice of the peace at Dryden, in a primary 
write-in campaign. His father, J.J. Russell, was the 
Dryden constable at the time. 

May 19, 1955 A.L. Turner, owner of A.L. Turner 
& Co., opened a ranch sale and ranch loan depart- 
ment managed by Lee and Joe Russell. 

In 1957 Lee went to work for the Texas Production 
Credit Association. In 1962 he was assistant manager. 
He retired as President January 1, 1985, after 27 and 
a half years of service. 

For many years Lee ranched on the Tom Green 
County, Coke County border line. 

Lee is married to Audrey Hoelscher. Audrey was 
born February 26, 1928, the daughter of Clements 
and Agnes Hoelscher of Rowena. Audrey has worked 
for over 41 years at San Angelo Savings Association 
and has earned the position of Vice President. 

Both Audrey and Lee are very supportive of their 
families. Audrey enjoys sewing. Lee enjoys hunting 
and fishing. 

by Angela R. Case 


RUSSELL, RAYMOND 


Raymond Leslie “Button” Russell and Addie Mae 
(Revel) Russell came to San Angelo, from 
Sweetwater, Texas, in 1932. Mr. Russell was in the 
tire business. They had sons Jack Leslie, born March 


13, 1925, in Sweetwater; Dick Wayne, born 
September 9, 1927, in Rotan, and Warren Claude, 
born June 9, 1929 in Bisbee, Arizona, while Mr. 
Russell was working in the Queen City Copper Mine. 
Warren Claude died May 6, 1931 in Sweetwater from 
pneumonia. Raymond married, second, Ruby Lee 
Pace and had two children, Robert Ernest, born 
February 26, 1939, and Marilyn, born December 1, 
1942. 

Raymond was born January 15, 1903, in Indian 
Territory, Oklahoma, to Robert Franklin Russell and 
Minnie Ellen (Ferguson) Russell. A family history 
book, Twelve Branches and Their Leaves, written 
by Billie Barrett Russell in 1983 says Robert 
Franklin’s father and grandfather were both named 
William Russell. Robert Franklin died in Dallas, 
Texas, at the age of ninety-one and Minnie Ellen 
died in Irving, Texas, at the age of one hundred years 
and eight months. 

Addie Mae Russell was working at the Naylor 
Hotel when the Concho River flooded in 1936. The 
water was twenty feet deep in the lobby of the hotel 
and she was stranded overnight until the water went 
down. 

Jack and Dick joined the U. S. Navy during World 
War II and served in the Pacific. Their mother 
married Charley Oliver Fowler December 31, 1947, 
in Big Lake, Texas. Charley worked for the Big Lake 
Oil Company and they lived in Texon, Texas, until 
just before his death in 1956 when they were 
transferred to Sitton, Texas. Addie died August 14, 
1966 in San Angelo. 

Dick married Eva Marie Washam October 24, 
1947, and they had children Janis Ann, born 
September 17, 1948, and Chris Lee, born March 4, 
1953. Dick worked for the San Angelo Standard- 
Times for forty-two years, retiring in 1986. Marie 
was elected County Clerk of Tom Green County in 
1982 and is now serving her second term of office 
(1987). 

Jack married Willa Dean Harwell October 16, 
1948 and their children are Marcia Dianne born April 
26, 1951, and Byron Leslie, born July 9, 1952, in 
San Angelo. Jack worked for the U. S. Postal 
Department before moving to Tucumcari, New 
Mexico, and Lubbock, Texas, where he was 
employed by Ponca Warehouse. They later moved 
to California where Jack worked in a plant that built 
electronic instrument panels for aircraft and Willa 
Dean worked as a secretary. Jack died of a massive 
heart attack in 1979. Marcia is married to James D. 
Stone, an attorney, in Anaheim, California. They 
have two girls. Byron was married but has no 
children. 

Janis Ann married first Danny Ray Walker and 
had children Tara Marcilynn, Carla Marie and Grant 
Lee. She married second Harold Eugene Potter. Chris 
Lee married first Leticia Ramirez and had a son 
Anton Wayne Russell and married second Martha 
(Garza) Zuniga and they have a son Blake Alden 
Russell. 

by Marie Russell 


SAKELLARIOU, 
FATHER DANIEL 


The Rev. Daniel Sakellariou first came to San 
Angelo in October 1933 to serve the small 
community of the Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary. 

Recuperating from a major automobile accident 
in Chicago, Father Dan was advised to seek dry West 


Father Daniel Sakellariou 


Texas climate for his health. The only Greek 
Orthodox Church in West Texas was located in San 
Angelo, and the Chicago priest was assigned to the 
church here. 

Daniel Sakellariou was born May 21, 1888 in 
Pyrgos, Greece. His grandfather was a priest, his 
father a chantor and his brother a deacon. When he 
was 18, he went to the Holy Land and served two 
years in church work. He came to the United States 
in 1908, and in August, 1920, married Ethel 
Giakoumes in Clinton, Massachusetts. They had 
three children. 

After moving to Chicago, he entered a theological 
seminary there and studied for the priesthood. 

He was ordained in February, 1924, in East 
Moline, Illinois, as a deacon and was ordained a 
priest in Worcester, Massachusetts, in April, 1924. 
His first parish was in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 
he served churches in the Chicago suburbs, in lowa 
and in Wisconsin. 

In April, 1927, he was assigned to St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church in Chicago and served there 
for four years. After a major automobile accident in 
1932, his physician recommended the West Texas 
climate for his complete recovery. He was then 
assigned to the Greek Orthodox Church in San 
Angelo, which was a newly formed parish. 

During the year’s service, he ministered to 
members in Abilene, Odessa, Midland, and Big 
Spring. 

But seeking a larger parish, Father Dan was 
assigned to Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in 
Dallas. He served the Orthodox members there and 
throughout East Texas for ten years. He transferred 
to Albuquerque, New Mexico, in June, 1944, and 
helped organize the first Greek Orthodox Church 
in that state. The membership covered the state and 
EI] Paso, Texas. 

Returning to San Angelo in 1946, he again was 
assigned to the local church. His parish included 
members from throughout West Texas. In addition 
to his pastoral duties, he taught the Greek language 
to the first generation Greek-Americans and was 


instrumental in helping them preserve their Greek 
heritage. 

In the summers of 1947 and 1948 he served the 
Orthodox people in Amarillo, teaching Greek school 
and conducting services. He helped start the building 
program for the Amarillo Greek Orthodox church 
and in 1948 officiated at the groundbreaking 
ceremonies with the Rt. Rev. George H. Quarterman, 
Episcopal bishop of the Northwest Texas Diocese. 

In 1958, he retired because of ill health. He died 
in San Angelo, July 28, 1966. 

by Jenny Sakellariou 


SALMON, J.R. (DICK) 


John H. and Etta Salmon lived in San Angelo just 
six years (1927-1933) while John was manager of 
the wholesale department of William Cameron 
Lumber Company, but it was long enough for their 
son, Dick, to meet and fall in love with Mary Louise 
Wendland. They met at church. He was a Sigma Nu 
at the University of Texas. She was a Delta Gamma 
at Southern Methodist University. She was also a 
member of Mu Phi Epsilon, an honorary music 
fraternity. They married in the Wendland home at 
231 North Magdalen on March 17, 1934, and moved 
to Fort Worth where Dick was the secretary-treasurer 
of Texas Sash and Door Company. Four years later 
they moved back to San Angelo where Dick 
ultimately became a partner with his father-in-law 
in Wendland Manufacturing Company. 

In Fort Worth Mary Lou was president of the 
Junior Woman’s Club. In San Angelo she was a 
member of the Masters Music Class (students of Mrs. 
Carter Dalton), the Philharmonic, the Symphony 
Guild, and frequently performed in music recitals. 
For many years she taught piano in her home. During 
World War II, she volunteered her time as a Gray 
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50th Wedding Anniversary February 2, 1957 
T.L. Salvato and Rosa Rotello Salvato (seated). Their sons standing left to right: Felix (youngest), Nick, 
Pete, Charlie, Tony and Frank (oldest) 


Lady with the Red Cross. She worked with the Red 
Cross again after the Lakeview tornado in 1953. After 
her children were nearly grown Mary Lou began oil 
painting and she participated in the exhibition of 
“Eleven Contemporary Artists” at the Kendall Art 
Gallery in 1974. 

Dick was always active in community affairs. He 
served as president of: Bank of the West, San Angelo 
Country Club, Handicapped Childrens’ Treatment 
Center, Rotary Club, and the Board of City 
Development. In addition he was a member of the 
following boards: Texas Manufacturers Association, 
Fort Concho Museum, Upper Colorado River 
Authority, Selective Service Appeals, San Angelo 
Civil Service Commission, Stewards at First United 
Methodist Church, and Angelo Community Hospital. 
He was Chairman of the Board of Bank of the West 
and, in 1979, was elected Citizen of the Year by the 
Board of City Development. After the death of H.G. 
Wendland, Dick managed the Wendland Ranch for 
his mother-in-law, Bessie, and his wife. 

Mary Lou and Dick shared hobbies of hunting and 
fishing. They loved to travel, and they took many 
trips with friends. They had three children and five 
grandchildren. Their children all make their homes 
in San Angelo. Children are: Nancy Lee (Mrs. Nick 
H. James; children Mary, Susan, and Richard), 
Richard Wendland (wife-Donna, children: Jennifer 
and Julie), and Stephen John. Dick Salmon died 
October 6, 1986. 

by Nancy James 


SALVATO —- ROTELLO 


T.L. (Tony) Salvato came to the United States from 
Sicily in 1890 when he was six years old, landing in 
Galveston, Texas, with his mother and younger sister. 
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He was born in Podreally, Sicily, in 1884, the second 
child of Frank and Mary Louis Salvato. 

His father, Frank Salvato, and older brother, Carlo, 
had arrived in New Orleans, two years earlier, 
working in the cane fields for one year before joining 
friends in an Italian settlement, Steele’s Store, in the 
Brazos River Bottom in Brazos County, west of 
Bryan, Texas. He worked on farms in the Brazos 
Bottom for one year before sending for his wife and 
two children, who were still in Sicily, to join him. 
He bought land, farmed, and operated a mercantile 
store in Brazos County until his death in 1914. Six 
more children were born in Brazos County. 

Rosa Rotello was born in Bryan in 1887, the 
second child of Tony and Lena Mangogna Rotello. 
Her father, Tony Rotello, came to the United States 
from Carleone, Sicily, when he was 18 or 19 years 
old. He operated a grocery store in Navasota, where 
he and his wife raised 11 children. 


T.L. Salvato and Rosa Rotello Wedding Picture. 
Married February 2, 1907 


T.L. Salvato married Rosa Rotello February 2, 
1907, in Bryan. They settled in the Brazos River 
Bottom, 13 miles northwest of Bryan, where he 
farmed and operated a mercantile store and gin. Six 
boys, Frank, Tony, Charlie, Pete, Nick and Felix were 
born to them in Brazos County. After going through 
a drought one year, followed by a flood the next year, 
T.L. moved his family to San Angelo, arriving there 
by train December 26, 1921. 

They stayed at the Model Hotel, located on Gillis 
Street near the City Hall in San Angelo, where they 
roomed and boarded for about three days. The oldest 
of the six boys, Frank, was nearly 14 years old, and 
the youngest, Felix, was four years old. When their 
furniture and personal belongings arrived in a boxcar 
by train from Bryan, they moved into a house in the 
1400 block of West Twohig and their belongings 
were delivered to them by horse-drawn wagon. San 
Angelo had a population of about 12,000 people at 
the time and just a few blocks west of their house 
was pasture land where there were plenty of jack 
rabbits to hunt. In fact, just a few blocks west of 
them, the barn-storming biplanes would land in a 
pasture to take people up for a joy ride. 

In April, 1922, T.L. Salvato put in a grocery store 
on the east side of North Chadbourne and 19th 

Street, and the family moved into a house behind 
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the store. He also put in a service station and feed 
store, with the boys helping him operate the 
businesses and delivering the groceries in a Model- 
T car. He accumulated property on both sides of 
Chadbourne between 19th and 20th streets, built 
business buildings for lease, and continued to operate 
the grocery store until he sold the grocery store and 
retired in 1946. He died in November, 1966. 

His wife, Rosa, worked hard, cooking and caring 
for her family. She died in May, 1958. Nick died in 
October, 1958, Tony in May, 1974, Pete in January, 
1981, and Frank in March, 1984. Of the six boys, 
only Charlie and Felix survive. All of the boys lived 
in San Angelo, working and operating businesses 
all of their adult lives. They all married and raised 
families here. 

by Charlie Salvato 


SANCHEZ, EUSEBIO 


Eusebio Sanchez came to Knickerbocker from 
Chihuahua, Mexico, in 1870. He was married to 
Cayetana Guzman. They had five children: Basilio, 
Juan, Jose, Encarnacion, and Maria. 

Basilio married Josefita Jaques of another pioneer 
family June 18, 1887. He rang the bell of Immaculate 
Conception Church every Sunday, and for a funeral 
rang the age of the deceased. Of this marriage were 
born one son, Andres Sanchez, and two daughters, 
Veronica and Maria. Andres is still living in Fritch, 
Texas, in the Panhandle. Veronica, the only surviving 
daughter, was married to Jose V. Garcia. He was a 
sheep shearer and cook with various shearing crews 
for many years. He died in 1974 and is buried in 
Knickerbocker Catholic Cemetery. Veronica still 
lives in Knickerbocker with her son Rudolfo (Rudy) 
Garcia. He and his wife Helen, a descendant of the 
early Torres pioneers, have two children, Bernardo, 
Jr., and Mary Helen. Rudy works for General 
Telephone in San Angelo. He, Helen and Veronica 
are members of Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church. 

Their children, Bernardo (Benny) and Mary Helen 
are both married and live in San Angelo. Mary Helen 
and her husband have a child, Daniel Arturo. 

by Rudy Garcia 
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Ben Sandusky and Lillie Goen Sandusky 


The West Texas sun was shining brightly to 
welcome the family of Ben F. Sandusky and Lillie 
Goen Sandusky that Sunday morning, January 21, 
1929. The family consisted of three children, LaRue, 
Ben Frank, Jr., and Clara Lee, who had accompanied 
their parents from Joshua, Johnson County to their 
first glimpse of caliche in San Angelo, Texas, Tom 
Green County. 

The first stop was a visit to the St. Angelus Hotel 
where a telephone call announced our arrival to our 


Dad’s sister and family, Ed and Amy King, Sr. A 
happy reunion was followed by a delicious dinner. 

We found a home at 611 Upton; enrolled in school. 
LaRue entered San Angelo High School as a junior, 
Ben Frank to Junior High located on North Magdalen 
Street, and Clara Lee a student in East Ward (San 
Jacinto Elementary on Spaulding Street). 

Ben Sandusky was a builder and soon found 
employment at $8.00 a day, much better than 
farming! Soon the Depression hit and a 5¢ soup bone 
was good eating! Better with a 5¢ loaf of bread and 
quart of S¢ milk. 

The first sights our parents showed us were 
“Where San Angelo was located in 1907 on East 
Concho and a block of South Chadbourne”’ when 
they came to help a Cleburne friend construct the 
Church of Christ on North Irving and West Harris. 
A three-months son had accompanied our parents 
on the Santa Fe trip — the first night in San Angelo 
was spent in the Landon Hotel (where now stands 
the Town House on South Chadbourne and Concho 
Avenue). Work on the church progressed well... 
Until the MONEY PANIC OF 1907 HIT! No Work 
- No Money! 

Dee Doughtery offered Ben Sandusky a job selling 
Dallas News to area towns-with a large map of 
United States as a gift — Baby Isaac Samuel Sandusky 
became ill. Dr. E.L. Batts called — too late. He was 
born January 21, 1907 — died June 21, 1907. He lies 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

The Sanduskys returned to San Angelo after 
farming 22 years in Cleburne and Joshua areas. Many 
happy memories and some sad memories were 
brought back to our parents. The clear waters of the 
Conchos of 1907 were recalled when fish could be 
seen in the waters and mussel shells contained pearls. 
A baroque pearl was fashioned by M.O. Leffel 
Jewelers as a surprise golden wedding gift to our 
Mother from Dad. 

Benjamin Franklin Sandusky was born near Rio 
Vista, on October 11, 1879. His late parents were: 
Isaac Newton Sandusky and Mary Lucy Menefee. 
The grave of the father of Mary Lucy, Henry Franklin 
Menefee’s, was marked with Bronze Markers 
reading: “CITIZEN OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
TEXAS - 1836-1846” by Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas as their Sesquicentennial Project this year. 

Lillie Emily Goen Sandusky was the youngest 
daughter of Emily Virginia Lane and Lewis Goen of 
Grandview, Texas. Lewis Goen was one of the Forty- 
Niners who journeyed by horse-back to California 
Mariposa Mountains where he panned enough gold 
nuggets to return to Johnson County to purchase 710 
acres Black-Waxey land in Cross Timbers. Emily 
Virginia Lane Goen was daughter of Squire James 
Addison Lane and Mathilda Susan Willson of 
Kopperal, Texas. 

Four children were born to Lillie Emily Sandusky 
and Ben F. Sandusky; Isaac Samuel Sandusky who 
died as a five months infant, Virginia La Rue 
Sandusky who married William Benjamin Tyler on 
October 10, 1933. To this union one daughter, 
Patricia Virginia was born ... Music lessons, dancing 
lessons, graduation from High School — off to Texas 
University — Texas Tech — married William Prior 
Edwards, Jr., June 20, 1956. Dr. James B. Leavell, 
Jr., performed the ceremony in First Baptist 
Sanctuary. Bill Edwards active in ranching and oil 
exploration — he was killed Saturday August 21, 1976 
on Lucian Wells Ranch in a P-51 accident. Colonel 
Patricia Edwards is active in Confederate Air Force. 
She organized U.S.O. Troup and “The Andrews 


Sisters” for Air Show entertainment and resides in 
Midland. 

Ben Frank Sandusky, Jr., and Ruby Jewel Hasty 
married October 7, 1933 — one daughter, Judith 
Frances “Judy”? Sandusky, born to this union. Judy 
and Charles Beaty Moore [Vth married June 20, 
1961. They are the parents of Judy Ann who married 
Cody Tolchard of Canada in August 1985. The three 
Moore sons are James Wilson, Richard Calvin and 
Charlie B. Moore Vth. The Moores served over ten 
years as missionaries in Costa Rica (Calvin born in 
Costa Rica) and El Salvador. They reside in El Cajon, 
California. 

Clara Lee Sandusky and Ernest Edgar Schantz 
married June 6,1934. They are the late parents of 
Larry Franklin Schantz of San Angelo and Sandra 
Lane Powell of South Bend, Indiana. Larry Schantz 
and Nancy Jolene Arrington married February 18, 
1961. They are parents of Lana Michelle and Robin 
DeAnn Schantz. Larry has been employed for over 
thirty years in the Electric Service Company that his 
father Ernest Schantz co-founded in early 1930 — 
now known as SESCO. Larry and Nancy are owners 
of FLORAMA in Sunset Mall. 

Sandra Lane Schantz and Lt. Lawrence L. Powell 
wed June 20, 1958. They are the parents of Lauren 
Lane Powell and Kristen Lee Powell of South Bend, 
Indiana. Lauren is studying toward her degree in 
teaching. Kristen is a senior in Indiana University, 
Bloomington, Indiana. 

“WELCOME TO SAN ANGELO — THE END 
OF THE RAINBOW” was the Banner across 
Chadbourne Street in the long ago 1929. 

by La Rue Sandusky Tyler 


SANDUSKY, BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN, JR. 


Ben Frank Sandusky 


Benjamin Franklin (Ben) Sandusky, Jr., was born 
October 4, 1914, in Rio Vista, Texas, the second of 
three children of Benjamin Franklin Sandusky, Sr., 
and Lillie Goen Sandusky. He attended the Caddo 
Mound and Joshua public schools in Johnson County. 
In 1929, he moved with his parents and two sisters 
to San Angelo. He attended the San Angelo Junior 


High School, until the Depression in 1929 forced 
him to quit school and find gainful employment. 

He worked for the Orange Cross Drug Store on 
North Chadbourne and the Arc Light Drug Store on 
South Chadbourne. In 1933, on the 7th of October, 
Ben and Ruby Jewell Hasty were married. They had 
one daughter, Judith Frances (Judy) who married 
Charles Beaty Moore IV, on June 20, 1961. Four 
children were born to this union: Judy Ann, who 
married Cody Tolchard of Canada; three sons — 
James Wilson, Richard Calvin, and Charlie B. 
Moore V. 

The Moores were missionaries in Costa Rica and 
El Salvador for ten years. They reside in El Cajon, 
California at present. 

From 1939 to 1951, Ben was co-owner of Western 
Electric Co. in Odessa. During WWIL, he was senior 
aircraft electrician at Midland Army Air Base. After 
he left Odessa, he worked in Idaho for several years. 
He returned to San Angelo in 1965 and was employed 
by San Angelo Electric Service Co. (SESCO) on 
North Chadbourne. The company is located, 
presently, on Pulliam Street. 

Ben resided at 134 North Oakes, San Angelo, at 
the time of his death on April 8, 1987. He was buried 
in San Angelo on April 11, 1987, which would have 
been his parents’ 81st wedding anniversary. They 
were married on Wednesday, April 11, 1906, at 
Hillsboro, at high noon. Ben was preceded in death 
by his father, March 22, 1963, his mother on 
February 27, 1975, and his sister, Mrs. Ernest E. 
(Clara Lee) Schantz, January 10, 1963. Surviving 
are his sister, LaRue Tyler of San Angelo, the 
daughter, Judy Francis Moore, and four 
grandchildren. 

by LaRue Sandusky Tyler 


SARTAIN, ROY LEE AND 
EUNICE ELLEN (PRINGLE) 
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Roy Lee and Eunice Ellen (Pringle) Sartain, Wedding 
picture 1935 


On July 19, 1935, Roy Lee Sartain and Eunice 
Ellen Pringle were married in the home of their 
minister, A.C. Knight, of Arden, Texas. It was raining 
that day and Mrs. Knight had diapers hanging around 
the room in which they were married. 

Roy was born in Vernon in 1909, to George and 
Cora Belle Sartain. Eunice was born in Miami, 
Florida, May 20, 1918, and came to Arden in 1926 
with her parents, Willie Loyd and Ora Vivian 
(Underwood) Pringle at the age of 8 years. 


Back row L-R: Eunice and Roy. Front row: Wanda, 
Vernon, and Melvin 


Roy was working as a farmer for W.L. Pringle 
when he and Eunice were married. They had four 
children. Wanda, who married William Lloyd of 
Ballinger in 1955, and now resides in Irving. Melvin, 
who married Erika Dashner in Germany in 1959, 
and now resides in Leander. Vernon who married 
the late Barbara Blackwell of San Angelo in 1960. 
In August of 1966, Vernon married Gale Haney of 
San Angelo and they still reside in San Angelo. 
Stanley, who married Billie Donnette Stieghan of 
San Angelo in 1963 and now resides in Midland. 

Roy and Eunice moved from Arden to Sherwood 
and later to Mertzon, where Roy was custodian of 
the school for 23 years and 5 months. Eunice ran a 
home laundry. In 1968, they moved to Carlsbad, 
Texas. Roy worked for the Mental Health and Mental 
Retardation for five years prior to retiring in 1974. 
Eunice worked for 12 years for MH & MR prior to 
retiring in 1981. They now reside in Lake Gardens 
#2 near San Angelo. They enjoy fishing and camping. 
Roy also enjoys raising a garden and working in the 
yard. Eunice enjoys piecing hand-made quilts. 

They are members of the Colorado & Jackson 
Street Church of Christ. 

by Eunice Sartain 


SAWYER, MRS. ABBIE 
(AUGUSTINE) 


Abbie Lee Augustine Sawyer, affectionately called 
“Aggie,” was born September 29, 1873 in Cuero, 
Texas. Her parents were David Augustine (born 1837 
in Refugio, Texas, died 1912 in San Angelo) and 
Mary Elizabeth Rush (born 1842 near Kansas City, 
Missouri, died 1930 in San Angelo). Her schooling 
included attending the Victoria Convent Boarding 
School in Victoria. In 1885, Aggie and her family 
moved to Coleman. Aggie told of riding sidesaddle 
all the way. Her family had one of the first 100-acre 
farms in Coleman County. The Augustine farm was 
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Mrs. Abbie L. Sawyer 


located near the Lone Star School. Aggie married 
M.L. Sawyer in 1893. They had two sons: John 
David (April 23, 1895 in Coleman — October 6, 1918 
in service during World War I); and B.C. (September 
17, 1898 — September 17, 1976). 

San Angelo became the home of Aggie, her sons 
and her parents in 1905. She lived with her parents 
at 414 East 12th until 1915 when she purchased from 
L.C.G. Buchanan the large two-story house with 
about 2 acres at 202 East Harris Avenue. The house 
and lot had a price of $5,000.00 of which she paid 
$1,000.00 down and eight notes of $500.00. The 
interest rate was 8%. 
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Mrs. Abbie Sawyer Home, 1915-1976 
202 East Harris Avenue, San Angelo, Texas 


To support herself and her children, she clerked 
at March Brothers and Baker-Hemphill. In addition, 
she let rooms. Her house was a home to many. In the 
beginning her roomers were mostly school teachers. 
Later, her house was a home for many who needed 
to be close to the Shannon Hospital which was 
diagonally across the street. She was a member of 
the Rebekah Lodge and St. Paul Presbyterian 
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Church. She liked to work in her pretty flower 
garden. Aggie remained at her home and was in good 
health many years. She attributed her good health to 
living up in the attic and having to climb all those 
stairs. She lived there until the Shannon Hospital 
bought the property for a parking lot. 

When Aggie died on November 2, 1976, she was 
103 years old. During her last years the San Angelo 
Standard-Times would do annual features about her 
being San Angelo’s oldest living Gold Star Mother. 

by Mrs. Hazel Neal 


SAWYER, JOSEPH D. 


Joseph D. Sawyer was born October 22, 1879 in 
Williamson County. On September 18, 1904, he 
married Annie Lelia Brown (born January 30, 1883 
in Winters, Texas). They had five daughters: 

Leona Sawyer was born March 12, 1906 in 
Winters. She married Elbridge Hobbs August 30, 
1925. He passed away May 30, 1970 and is buried 
at Fairmount Cemetery. In 1982, she married 
Norman Wilkerson. He passed away July 11, 1986 
and is buried at Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

Bessie Sawyer was born May 24, 1907 in Winters, 
Texas. She married Atlee McCleery July 18, 1925. 
They had four children. She died February 28, 1979 
and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Annie Mae Sawyer was born August 4, 1909 in 
Tankersley. She married John D. Hare May 27, 1927. 
He died September 28, 1973 and is buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. In 1981, she married Atlee 
McCleery. They were divorced in 1986; he died 
March 11, 1987 and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Minnie Ola Sawyer was born April 22, 1916 in 
Tankersley. She married Paul Phillips August 26, 
1933. They had seven children. He died May 3, 1986 
and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Clyde Sawyer was born November 13, 1919 in 
Tankersley. She married Floyd Knight in September 
1938. They had three children. She died March 17, 
1970, and is buried in Lawnhaven Cemetery. 

In February 1908, Joe and Annie Sawyer moved 
from Winters to Tom Green County. They bought 
and stockfarmed on Spring Creek, three miles east 
of what is presently West Texas Boys Ranch. The 
children went to school in Tankersley through all 
the grades taught there and then were transferred to 
San Angelo schools. Joe and Annie Sawyer had 
fourteen grandchildren and three great-grand- 
children. They lived on the farm until they passed 
away. Joe passed away on June 26, 1962, and Annie 
on November 7, 1954. Both are buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

by Leona Hobbs Wilkerson 


SCHEUBER, JOHN WILLIAM 


The Scheuber family came to San Angelo in 1924. 
John William Scheuber was associated with the 
Drovers National Bank of Kansas City, Missouri, a 
firm carrying many livestock loans in West Texas. 
His work in area loans meant that he became widely 
known in the ranching community. At that time, San 
Angelo was prospering with the infant oil industry, 
so John decided to move permanently into the area 
and entered the oil business as a broker. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Scheuber were long-time 
residents of Fort Worth. Florence Scheuber was the 
daughter of a prominent Tarrant County attorney, 
Judge Sam Houston Cowan and his wife Anna 
Schoolfield. Judge Cowan was a recognized 


authority on the controversial railroad rates. When 
the Texas Cattleman’s Association was organized, 
he became its first attorney. 

Mrs. Scheuber had attended Saint Mary’s 
Episcopal School in Dallas as a young girl, and later 
Texas University. Among her friends were sons and 
daughters of many San Angelo families. With her 
wide acquaintance and Mr. Scheuber’s business 
connections, the Scheubers were not strangers in San 
Angelo. 

John Scheuber’s father, William Scheuber, 
immigrated to the United States from Germany in 
the early 1800’s as a young man. He married Julia 
Provine in Tennessee and shortly enlisted in the 
Confederate Army during the Civil War. Later he 
and a brother came to West Texas and were early- 
day sheep ranchers near Sweetwater, later settling 
in Fort Worth. 

Having settled in San Angelo, John Scheuber built 
a home at 826 West Avenue H. The family lived there 
until the death of Mrs. Scheuber in 1950. John 
Scheuber resided at the Saint Angelus Hotel until 
his death in 1965. 

This couple had a son, Sam Cowan Scheuber (born 
1912) and a daughter Florence Anna Scheuber 
(born 1915). Both were educated in San Angelo 
schools including San Angelo Junior College, then 
Texas University. Sam served as an officer in the 
Army Combat Engineers 51st Battalion during 
World War II. Stationed in England, Africa and 
Europe, he was awarded the Silver Star for gallantry. 
Sam married Jean Henderson Tupper, daughter of 
pioneer ranchman Lee Henderson. As a petroleum 
engineer, Sam was active in area oil business. His 
step-daughter, Betty Tupper Perry and family now 
live and ranch near Ozona. Sam’s second marriage 
was to Elizabeth Forsythe Davis of San Angelo. 
Both are involved in ranching and reside in San 
Angelo. 

Florence Scheuber married Andrew Todd Davis, 
a grandson of the San Angelo and Sonora DeBerry 
family. Following Andy’s wartime service, the 
couple made their home in Northern Arizona until 
the time of his death in 1961. There is one daughter, 
Mary Margaret (Peggy), now Mrs. Erik Molander 
of Jacksonville, Florida. 

Later Florence married Jack Douglas McClellan, 
a former San Angeloan. They lived in Huntington, 
West Virginia until Jack’s retirement, returning them 
to San Angelo. Jack died in 1981. Florence con- 
tinues to live in San Angelo. 

by Florence McClellan 


SCHLAUDT, KENNETH 


Kenneth Lee Schlaudt was born March 18, 1933 
in San Angelo, Texas. His parents were Lee Schlaudt 
and Lois Hanson Schlaudt. He married Janelle 
Guthals, who was born December 16, 1934 in San 
Angelo, Texas. Her parents were John and Bertha 
Guthals. They were married on August 20, 1955 in 
San Angelo, Texas. There were six children born to 
them. Anthony Blaine who died in 1960, Theresa 
Lee who married David Phillips, Kenneth Lee, Jr. 
who married Sandi Sides, Donna Carolyn who 
married Donnie Whittenburg, Valerie Anne and 
David Blaine. There are presently three grand- 
children and one step-grandchild. 

Kenneth graduated from San Angelo High School. 
He was a member of the Brickmasons Union and 
laid brick for his father, Lee Schlaudt for several 
years. He was very proud to have worked on many 


of the large churches in San Angelo including First 
United Methodist, First Baptist, Sacred Heart 
Cathedral, First Christian Church as well as San 
Angelo Central High School and Angelo State 
University. He graduated from the University of 
Texas at Austin receiving his degree in Ceramic 
Engineering. He was employed by Acme Brick Co. 
and Monarch Tile Manufacturing Co. He retired 
from Monarch in 1982. 

Kenneth had many hobbies, including hunting, 
fishing, bowling. He and his wife Janelle spent many 
hours with their children serving as sponsors and 
leaders for band, 4-H, Little League, and supporting 
them in their various activities. They are members 
of Holy Angels Catholic Church. 

Janelle graduated from San Angelo High School 
and attended the St. Louis Institute of Music in St. 
Louis, Missouri. She received a certificate of 
graduation from there and attended the University 
of Texas at Austin. She has taught piano and theory 
for many years and is presently owner and director 
of the Janelle Schlaudt Music School. She is organist 
for the Holy Angels Catholic Church and is Chairman 
of Performance Contests for the Texas Music 
Teachers Association. She has served in all offices 
of the San Angelo Music Teachers Association, and 
is a past member of the Board of Directors of the 
San Angelo Symphony. 

Kenneth died in 1986 and left behind a loving 
family, wonderful memories and many friends. 

by Bertha Guthals 


SCHMIDT, JOSEPH AND ONA 


Charles Joseph Schmidt was born in San Antonio 
March 16, 1869. He came to Dove Creek at age 13 
with his father and four sisters. Joe worked as a 
horsebreaker for R.F. Tankersley. His father, Charles 
Schmidt, farmed on Dove Creek before moving to 
Silver City, NM, to take up land. When the elder 
Schmidt died in 1895, Joe rode horseback to New 
Mexico to bring his sisters back in a covered wagon. 

The daughters were Della, who married Jim Beck; 
Nettie, who married John Vick; Caroline, who never 
married; and Frances who later moved to California 
and married a Mr. Mollett. Another sister, Louise, 
had moved to Arizona, where she married Perry 
McMurray and taught in the Indian schools. 

For several years Joe Schmidt was in partnership 
with Joseph Tweedy in the ranch business. He 
married Ona Beck in1906. They had nine children: 
Mamie, who died in infancy; Elizabeth who died of 
whooping cough at age 7; M. Mildred Schmidt 
Bennett who is deceased, and six who still live in 
the San Angelo area: Carl Joseph Schmidt who 
married Addie Arthur; Minnie Schmidt Moore; 
Henry Drue Schmidt who married Lucile Atkinson; 
Mary Schmidt Whitfield; Leo Lee Schmidt; and Lena 
Schmidt Markley. 

Joe was a foreman on the XQZ ranch from 1912 
to 1930, when his health failed. He died December 
9, 1936. Ona Beck Schmidt died in 1957. They are 
both buried in Knickerbocker cemetery. 

by Carl Schmidt 


SCHOENFIELD, MILLIE 
FAMILY 


Millie Schoenfield, resident of Tom Green County 
since 1957, was born in Shelby County, Texas, on 
September 21, 1905. A twin sister Lucie (married 


Richard Wendland) and Millie were daughters of 
Anna von Landig and Otto Fredrich Straach, pioneer 
Runnels County family. The Straach family moved 
by train in 1907 and settled in the Sweet Home 
community. One of her earliest recollections is the 
time she and her twin, Lucie, took all the knives, 
forks and spoons and dropped them between a wide 
space between boards on the porch. At meal time, 
no one could find eating utensils. After much concern 
and questioning, the twins confessed to hiding the 
silverware. After removing a board, the family 
retrieved the silver and were able to have the evening 
meal. The twins were often chided about confiscating 
the family silver. In the 1917-18 drought, the family 
had to leave the area to pick cotton as migrant 
laborers in South Texas near Edna. Her mother and 
a baby sister stayed home to milk the cow and keep 
the animals fed. 

Millie married Clarence Schoenfield on April 19, 
1927, in Rowena. Clarence had “come west”’ to make 
his fortune. Born October 18, 1900, his parents 
were Paul and Dorothea Schoenfield of El Campo, 
Texas. Clarence was employed at the Schumann 
Grocery and Hardware in Rowena at the time of their 
marriage. In 1934, they moved to Miles and opened 
a grocery store of their own. After a naming contest, 
the new store was named “Clarence’s New Deal 
Grocery”’ after the new president Franklin 
Roosevelt’s New Deal programs of the depression 
era. Millie was bookkeeper at the store until they 
sold it in 1941. 

After the bank at Miles failed, Clarence was 
instrumental in organizing a new bank, the Citizens 
State Bank. He served as vice-president and director 
of this bank until his death in 1952. Millie began 
working at the bank during the boom years after 
World War II. She worked there until her move to 
San Angelo in 1957. She continued her bank work 
at San Angelo National and later at Texas Commerce 
Bank until her retirement in 1970. 

Millie is a Charter member of Christ Lutheran 
church in San Angelo. She is an avid bridge player 
and physical fitness buff. She drives to Sunset Mall 
daily and walks four miles. 

Millie and Clarence had three children: Dorothy 
Ann (married Charles Nau) Batavia, Ohio; Ruth 
Romana (married B.R. Weatherford) San Angelo; 
and Karl James (married Betty Landbeck) Miles 
and Big Spring. There are eight grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. 

Millie has travelled extensively since her 
retirement. She has visited the birthplace of her 
parents, who were immigrants to the country from 
Germany in the late 1800’s. Her father often recalled 
landing at Galveston at age 19. While standing on 
the deck of the ship trying to get a glimpse of his 
new country, his hat blew off in Galveston Bay. Mr. 
Straach liked to tell the story that he came to this 
country with nothing, not even a hat. 

by Ruth Weatherford 


SCHONROCK, EDWIN 
AUGUST 


In 1936 after answering an ad in a Nebraska 
newspaper, E.A. Schonrock accepted the challenge 
of moving from his home in Jefferson County, 
Nebraska, to Goliad, Texas. He was reared on a wheat 
farm owned by his father and mother, John H. 
Schonrock, native of Germany, and Ehmine (Emma 
Aden) Schonrock, native of Jefferson County, 
Nebraska. He grew up with his sister Dora, and 
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E.A. Schonrock with a model of his cable dump 
trailer 


brothers Henry and John. At an early age he learned 
a farmer’s love of the land. 

His experience of four years in the Marines as a 
member of the Marine Band did not squelch his 
desire to live his philosophy: “To make living a good 
life easier to achieve for those who try.” He applied 
this philosophy when he began his duties as Manager 
of Goliad County Farmers’ Co-op. He encouraged 
diversification in growing crops. A market was found 
for flax grown by members, which was successful 
and at last check flax was still grown by Goliad 
County farmers. He also promoted an extensive 
market for turkeys and chickens. 

Learning of Schonrock’s activities in Goliad 
County, the Tom Green County Farmers’ Co-op and 
businessmen asked him to build the Frozen Foods 
Plant on Avenue D. When he completed the building, 
a welding shop owner hired him as foreman. He 
approached this job as another step toward his goal 
to work in his own shop. 

This goal was reached when he was employed by 
Civil Service as a senior welder in the shop that kept 
the planes flying at Goodfellow Field during World 
War I. Schonrock and Marvin Stewart, head of 
Goodfellow Welding Shop, became close friends and 
remained so when Schonrock was transferred to San 
Angelo Air Field/Bombardier Training School 
(called Concho Field and now known as Mathis 
Field), where he became the head of the welding 
shop at the so-called “Bombardier Base.” 

Savings from his years of employment were used 
to purchase the shop on Avenue D where he had 
been formerly employed. From this small beginning 
many needs of farmers and ranchers, as well as small 
businesses to large industries were met as 
Schonrocks’ long reserved ideas emerged as useful 
small and large machinery. As this business grew 
from a one man repair shop to Schonrock Equipment 
Manufacturing Company, employing up to 200 or 
more individuals, enlargement of space for more 
workers and equipment was a necessity. 

In the smaller shop some of the items made were: 
wool stackers used in wool warehouses, ice crushers 
for small grocery stores, numerous special orders and 
repairs. The 26,000 square feet of floor space of a 
new shop with expansion space made it possible to 
build larger items in demand: trusses and steel items 
for buildings, tank trucks, under-ground storage 
tanks, well casings, windmill power transmissions, 
RCA cabinets for radio stations, Nisbet bugcatcher, 
and other useful items for this area. 

Schonrock took pride in each small or large 
finished product leaving his shop. This was 
especially true as he engineered with care a trailer 
to be known as the Schonrock Cable Dump Trailer. 
It was designed, developed and manufactured in the 
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shop after a patent had been issued to E.A. 
Schonrock. At one time the U.S. Bureau of Census 
Statistics showed that the Schonrock firm built and 
sold 25% of all dump trailers in the United States. 

Mr. Bob Williams stated in The Standard-Times, 
“How this modern plant grew up to its present size 
and importance in San Angelo during the post-war 
years is a tribute, not only to the industrial poten- 
tialities of this area, but also to the man responsible 
for its conception.” Taking interest and great pride 
in San Angelo, Schonrock regularly attended First 
Baptist Church with his family and was a member 
of Rotary Club. He organized the local chapter of 
Texas Manufacturers Association and was later 
chapter president. 

E.A. Schonrock, while living in Goliad, met Verlie 
Youngblood, who was then employed by Texas 
Extension Service, A&M University, as Home 
Demonstration Agent of Goliad County. They were 
married April 21, 1940, in Gilmer, Texas, at her 
home. They have a daughter, Nancy Claire, who is 
now Mrs. W.T. (Bill) McClanahan. Nancy and Bill 
were reared in San Angelo and have degrees from 
the University of Texas. They presently own and 
operate McClanahan and Associates, Consulting 
Engineers. Schonrock lost his life in a tragic accident 
on May 14, 1964. Mrs. Schonrock and Nancy com- 
pleted development of a Fiberglass air conditioner 
which he was engineering, and later a patent was 
issued. 

by Mrs. E.A. Schonrock 


SCHUCH, EDWIN HENRY 


Edwin Henry Schuch was born February 15, 1896, 
the son of Henry J. Schuch and Wilhelmina 
Hartmann Schuch, in Fredericksburg, Texas. Edwin 
came to San Angelo in 1906. At age twelve he went 
to work for the Coca-Cola Bottling Company. On 
March 1, 1916, he married Cecile Susan Miller, 
daughter of Edward and Della Miller. Cecile had 
moved to San Angelo from Sheffield in 1911. She 
was born January 23, 1896, in Millersview. 

In 1916 the couple moved to Racine, Wisconsin, 
where Edwin worked at the Mitchell Motor 
Company plant, then at Maxwell, in Detroit, 
(subsequently Chrysler), and finally at the Velie 
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plant in Moline, Illinois. They returned to San Angelo 
in 1917. 

He was with Amacker and Wood Ford dealership 
for about eight years. On April 4, 1927, he founded 
Schuch Motor Company, presently the oldest 
Pontiac dealership in Texas. Schuch originally sold 
the Oakland automobiles and later Pontiacs. It was 
a combination blacksmith and auto repair shop. 
February 1929, the firm moved to 100 E. Beauregard. 
There Schuch achieved recognition as the dean of 
Pontiac dealers in the Southwest. In the 1930-50 
period he also had the Buick agency. 

On West Beauregard, Schuch had a used car lot 
and later built the Goodyear Service Store. 

Edwin owned a farm near Veribest and a ranch on 
the Robert Lee Highway. He was president of the 
Coke County Game Management Association, and 
a member of the National Rambouillet Association. 
He introduced white-tailed deer, Suffolk and 
Corriedale sheep to this area of West Texas. 

Ed was a member of the Salvation Army Board, 
YMCA board member, chairman of the Red Feather 
(Community Chest) Drive, past president of the 
Lions Club, former vice-president of San Angelo 
Industries, on the Board of City Development, and 
founder of the New Car Dealers Association. He 
served on the San Angelo School Board 16 years, 
and served as president several years. He was on the 
Board of Trustees when Angelo College was started. 
Schuch was responsible for trading with Ted Brown 
for Angelo State University’s present site. 

He was a charter director of Texas State Bank and 
served on the board from the founding until 1978 
when he retired. 

He was a very active member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. He taught Sunday School, 
raised funds, and held the position of Deacon, then 
Elder and then he was the only Elder Emeritus. 

Cecile and Edwin had seven children; Edwin 
Henry, Jr., Frances Barton, Margaret Childs, Alyce 
Runge, Oron Lee, Mary Louise Strain and Helene 
Hope Russell. Cecile preceded her husband in death 
January 1, 1976. Mr. Schuch retired in 1969 from 
Schuch Motor Company and died December 6, 1980. 

by Angela Case 
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Edwin and Cecile Schuch Family 
L to R: Hope Russell, Mary Louise Strain, Oron Lee Schuch, Alyce Runge, Margaret Childs, and Frances 


Barton. Front row seated: Ed H. and Cecile Schuch 
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SCHUCH, FRANCES MARIE 


Frances Schuch 


Frances Marie Schuch was born October 8, 1918 
in San Angelo, Texas. She was the second of seven 
children, so she grew up helping others grow up. 
She has always been an active member of the 
Presbyterian church. In high school she took 
homemaking, the teacher was to teach the class how 
to sew. Frances, eager to learn, finished her dress 
before the teacher had finished teaching the class 
how to set in the sleeves. When Frances proudly 
showed her completed garment to the teacher, the 
teacher gave her an F. Several girls had sneaked their 
dresses out and had help finishing them at home. 
The teacher assumed Frances had also had help 
because the sleeves had been put in so perfectly. No 
student could do that good a job by herself. Even 
though Mrs. Schuch said Frances had completed the 
garment alone, the teacher gave her an F. Undaunted 
by the grade, Frances went on to enter a San Angelo 
city contest. Her garment won first place and was 
put on display in a local store window. Thus started 
her career. Her two youngest sisters were perfect 
models for the clothes Frances made and she kept 
them in the height of fashion. 

She married Leland Orion Barton of Mertzon, 
September 1, 1938. May 8, 1945, Jack Orion Barton 
was born. May of 1947 brought Jim Schuch Barton 
and October 1949 brought Kristi Barton. Frances 
continued sewing. She began sewing for the public 
too. Her home was a glittering sequined wonder 
world, with dancing costumes, with their bright tutus, 
on hangers hanging everywhere. She also made many 
Tex-Ann’s bright orange and blue uniforms. Several 
years ago she began to specialize in wedding dresses. 
A bride could take a picture from a magazine, and, 
with or without a pattern, Frances could make it. She 
often combines the styles of two or three dresses to 
create a dress. 

Jack Barton came home from the Viet Nam War 
with honors including a Silver Star, and he was 
wounded three times. He married Mary Roach and 
had two sons Dennis and Jim II (named after his 
uncle who died a few months before his birth). Jim 
Barton (Frances’ son) was killed October 18, 1970, 
in a car-firetruck wreck a short time after he came 
home from Viet Nam. Kristi Barton has taught school 
in the Arlington School district for many years. She 
married Timothy Gette, October 15, 1977. Tim is in 
the advertising business and worked for several years 
with Bell Helicopter. Brent Gette was born May 31, 
1979, and Rebecca was born November 13, 1981. 


Frances still sews, keeping her grandchildren well 
and fashionably dressed. 
by Angela Case 


SCHUCH, HENRY AND 
WILHELMINA (MINA) 
HARTMANN 
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Wilhelmina and Henry Schuch 


Wilhelmina (Mina) Hartmann, the seventh child 
of Phillip Hartmann and his wife, Elisabeth Karolina 
nee Crenwelge, was born January 22, 1873. 

Henry Jacob Schuch was born April 7, 1871. 
Henry’s father Peter (born 1845), came to America 
in 1852 at age 7 from Germany. He and his family 
landed at Galveston Island. Peter joined Company 
E, Ist Texas Cavalry, fighting in the Civil War. 

Mina married Henry J. Schuch on November 16, 
1891. For several years after their marriage they lived 
near Harper where Henry worked on a ranch. After 
a while he moved his family near Honey Creek where 
he built a two-story house. Later he moved his family 
to San Angelo where he was a contractor for sand 
and gravel. As time went on he added ranching to 
his interests. This union was blessed with four 
children. Henry and Mina enjoyed 36 years of 
marriage. This was a joyful family as this writer 
recalls from a visit in their home at an early age. 
Aunt Mina insisted that the author’s father (Conrad 
Hartmann) dress in her clothes (hat, dress, purse and 
all) — didn’t take too much persuasion. When Henry 
had been home only a few minutes the doorbell rang 
and Aunt Mina promptly sent him to answer the door. 
Henry was stunned when he opened the door. He 
recognized the clothes but not the person wearing 
them. After a few moments though he recognized 
his nephew and much laughter ensued. 

Mina always helped out with the grandchildren. 
She died June 23, 1927. 

Henry remained active in his business interests. 
On May 25, 1929, he married Sallie Barber Ross, a 
school teacher from East Texas. She taught school 
for many years. “Miss Sallie” as she was known to 
all was active in church work, a member of the 


Daughters of the American Revolution and the 
Eastern Star. Henry died April 15, 1946. “Miss 
Sallie” died in Kilgore on October 18, 1969, and is 
buried there. Henry and Mina were laid to rest in the 
Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo. 

Children were 1. Alwin Schuch born January 22, 
1893 died April 24, 1893. 2. Lily Schuch Davis born 
April 9, 1894 married to Roy B. Davis. 3. Edwin 
Henry Schuch born February 15, 1896 married to 
Cecile Miller. 4. Lucile Schuch Dusek born 
September 14, 1898 married to John J. Dusek. 5. 
Olga Schuch Wilson born October 28, 1902 married 
to Maurice Paul Wilson. 

by Estella Hartmann 


SCHUCH, ORON LEE 


Four Generation of German-Americans - 1933 
Top row L to R: Edwin Henry Schuch (3), Oron Lee 
Schuch (4). Front row L to R: Henry Jacob Schuch 
(2), and Peter Schuch (1) 


January 31, 1925, Oron Lee Schuch was born in 
San Angelo, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Henry 
Schuch. 

He was co-captain of the Bobcats football team, 
graduated from San Angelo High School in January 
1943, and attended San Angelo College. Oron Lee 
entered the U.S. Navy July 1, 1943. He attended 
North Texas, now Arlington State University, while 
in the Navy V-12 program. He served in the Navy 
for three years. 

July 25, 1946 Oron Lee married Dorothy Donham. 

Dorothy Donham, born November 5, 1926, is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Donham. She 
graduated from San Angelo High School and 
attended San Angelo College and the University of 
Texas. Dorothy and Oron Lee had three children: 
Brenda Schuch O’Dell, Lee Schuch, and Susan 
Schuch Doherty Little. 

Oron Lee entered the Pontiac dealership in 1947. 
He worked his way up in the company and bought 
controlling interest in the dealership in 1958. 

He is a ruling elder of the First Presbyterian 
Church. 

In a deed filed in April 1971, the Shannon 
Foundation trustees conveyed to Schuch a tract of 
6.862 acres at 3000 Knickerbocker Road. The 
Shannon Foundation acquired the old Schuch Motor 
Co., Inc. property at the Beauregard-Oakes corner. 
It was the home of the auto dealership since February, 
1929, 

Oron was a board member of First Savings and 
Loan Association Board. A founding director of 
Southwest Bank in 1975, he was named chairman 
of the board and chairman of the executive 
committee February 21, 1982. 

Schuch has served three times as president of the 
San Angelo Automobile Dealers, on area groups of 
the Texas and National Automobile Dealers 
Associations and named to General Motors 


President’s Dealer Advisory Council. He was elected 
to the Pontiac Zone and regional council and is 
presently (1987) on the Toyota Advisory Council. 

E.H. Schuch retired in 1969 and Oron Lee bought 
the company his father started April 11, 1927. 

Friday, December 10, 1971 was the grand 
opening of the Schuch Motor Co. Inc. at the 1500 
Knickerbocker Road location. The Pontiac/Toyota 
dual automobile dealership, was the first one 
accepted by Toyota. New-car sales, complete all-car 
service facilities, and used-car department are all 
found at the one center. 

Oron Lee a member of the Downtown Kiwanis 
Club, directed the “Little’”” Olympics in 1961, and 
was connected with the first “Little” Olympics in 
1942. 

He was a director and treasurer of the Board of 
City Development, director of the Salvation Army, 
and the YMCA, and a member of the City Planning 
Commission. 

Dorothy Schuch is in charge of the Budget Rent- 
a-car agency at the airport. 

by Angela R. Case 


SCHWARTZ, ERNEST L. 


Ernest L. Schwartz - 1918 


Ernest Louis Schwartz was born September 13, 
1896 in Halletsville, Texas, the fourth child of 16 
children born to Joseph and Sophia (Loika) 
Schwartz. On January 17, 1921, he married Ida Klein 
in Schulenberg, Texas. We had nine children: 
Beatrice (m: Laddie Socha), Walter (m: Dorothy 
Poehls), Joe C. (m: Rose Kadlacek), Bernice (m: 
Victor Matthiesen), twins Alfred Sr. (m: Ann 
Rohmfeld), Alfonse (m: Ruby Menke), George (m: 
Doris Glass), Erwin Sr. (m: Gloria Debus), John Sr. 
(m: Genevieve Debus), 48 grandchildren, and 67 
great-grandchildren. 

Ernest and I bought 200 acres at $25 an acre of 
raw pasture land near Fairview in Tom Green County 
in 1924 from Louis Williams. We started improving 
the land: grubbing, clearing, plowing, and planting 
with horses. In September, 1925, Ernest began 
building our 3-room home with an upstairs. This is 
part of the house that Erwin’s family and I live in 
today. We raised grain sorghums, cotton, chickens, 
turkeys, guineas, ducks, pigs, and cattle. Ernest 
always planted a large garden and preserved as much 
as we could. He planted some of the first pecan trees 
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Ernest L. Schwartz - 1948 


in this area and budded them himself from the trees 
on the Schwartz homeplace. An oak tree brought 
from the deer pasture and some pecan trees still stand 
50 years later. In 1940, after being kicked by a horse 
he decided to buy his first tractor. 

Ernest was a sportsman, hunting and fishing, 
providing food, and hides for cash. Raising a large 
family meant butchering every day since we didn’t 
have refrigeration. We had a beef club that butchered 
every week. Ernest being the butcher cut the beef 
with a hand saw. Each week you got a different cut 
of beef by the time it was your turn to butcher again 
we had received a full beef. He butchered several 
hogs a year and made our own sausage and bacon. 
We fried down the pork, storing it in crocks covered 
with lard in the dirt cellar for the summer months. 

Ernest believed in all the family doing things 
together. They all worked in the fields and when work 
was completed they all celebrated by having a 
barbecue with relatives and friends. The children 
amused themselves by playing games such as hide- 
and seek, kick the can, etc. The adults played 
dominoes and cards. 

The Sunday morning of September 26, 1948, the 
family went to Mass as they did every Sunday at 
Sacred Heart. After Mass a friend asked Ernest to 
go fishing. On their way, they had a wreck near Twin 
Mountains, San Angelo. They were hit by a drunken 
driver. His friend was killed and Ernest died October 
9, 1948, at age 52 of complications. He is buried at 
Saint Ambrose Cemetery, Wall, Texas. 

by Ida Schwartz 


SCHWARTZ, IDA (KLEIN) 


Ida Klein Schwartz. Picture taken June 15, 1979 


Ida Claudia Klein was born in Dobiswald, Austria, 
on July 2, 1898. My family came to Texas landing 
at Galveston on June 11, 1900. I remember my 
parents telling how sick I was and that they wanted 
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to feed me to the fish, but that Mother stayed with 
me nursing me back to health. 

I married Ernest Schwartz in 1921, and moved to 
Bethel where my first child Beatrice was born in 
1922. We moved to near Miles where Walter (1924) 
and Joe (1925) were born. In December, 1925, we 
moved to the place where I now live west of Fairview 
School. Bernice (1926), twins Alfred and Alfonse 
(1928), George (1931), and Erwin (1933) were all 
born at home. The youngest John (1937) was the 
only child to be born in a hospital. I raised all nine 
having no baby bed. The winters were very cold and 
I remember hanging diapers and they froze stiff as 
soon as you hung them. I did the washing by hand 
with a scrub board and kettle until I got my first gas 
powered washing machine in 1931. 

I helped in the fields chopping, harvesting or just 
whatever needed to be done. No babysitters for the 
children, you took them to the field with you. The 
baby stayed in a wood box while the others helped 
in the field or played. At noon you came home, baked 
the risen bread and went to the garden to get 
vegetables while Ernest killed the chickens. Fried 
chicken and garden vegetables made a good meal. 
Back to the field after the small children had rested, 
but I had carried water from the well, heated it, 
washed dishes, and either sewed, ironed, made butter 
or cheese, etc. At dusk you came home, milked, 
tended the animals and fixed supper. Supper was 
bread, butter, syrup, honey or jelly, cheese, and milk. 
Sometimes at night you walked to the neighbors and 
visited or they came to visit you. We had house 
dances with someone playing an accordion, 
harmonica, etc. We were never lonesome or bored 
with life. 

Ernest died in 1948, leaving me with six children 
still at home and land payments to make. Walter and 
Joe had returned from service in World War II and 
the Korean conflict called Alfred and George just 
when I thought I had one ready to help farm. 
Somehow I managed to keep the farms and see each 
marry and have a home of their own. 

The years were hard, but the dividends great. All 
seven sons are farmers and active community and 
church leaders. The two daughters are also active 
community and church workers. Ida died May 19, 
1994, 

by Ida Klein Schwartz 


SCHWARTZ, JOHN ERNEST 


Genevieve and John Schwartz 


John Ernest Schwartz, ninth child of Ernest and 
Ida (Klein) Schwartz, was born, November 27, 1937, 
at St. John’s Hospital. He was their only child born 
in a hospital. “I sure am glad they did not know about 
birth control in those days,” John jokes. 

Living next to Fairview School — south of San 
Angelo — made it nice. He was known to run across 


the pasture barefoot even in the winter. Fairview 
educated through the eighth grade, so the students 
were later bused to Edison Junior High. John played 
football for the Crimson Tide, and then went on to 
play for the Bobcats. He attended San Angelo 
College and drove a school bus taking students to 
Edison and High School. In town he was known for 
his animals and country dances at St. Anthony’s Hall. 

On August 30, 1958, John married Genevieve 
Debus — fifth child of John and Amelia (Schwertner) 
Debus, who lived all her life on Debus Road (four 
miles east of his home). For a short time we lived in 
a house purchased from the Edna Stanford family at 
Fairview School. Later we rented the Pfluger farms 
in Irion County. Our oldest son, John Ernest Jr. was 
born on March 12, 1960. He was named after his 
two grandfathers and his Dad. Three more children 
were born, Malcolm - February 21, 1963; Susan - 
February 6, 1965; Curtis - July 4, 1967. 

After my mother’s death and “Daddy Debus” 
illness, we moved in the fall of 1960 back to the Old 
Debus home place to live “forever.” 

This is when John started all his “Free Jobs.” He 
became a Farm Bureau Director, Young Farmer, PTA 
member, Volunteer Fireman (First Chief), Knights 
of Columbus, Men’s Choir, Appraisal board, Booster 
Club, Soil Conservation, Wall Coop Gin and Elevator 
Director, Polka Dance Club, Tom Green County 
Agriculture Advisor, and involved in Little League 
Baseball. Through these organizations, we and the 
children traveled to many parts of the United States. 
John spoke for the farmers and ranchers many times 
in Washington D.C., as well as at the State Capitol. 

“There is no place like home (Tom Green County) 
— best people on earth” John’s quote; meaning the 
way of life, farm practices, land quality, weather 
(except drought), churches and schools. 

Farming, ranching and a little planting seed 
business is what has kept the Schwartz’s active in 
Tom Green, Runnels, Glasscock, Reagan, and 
Williamson Counties. 

The 1980’s have tolled great heart aches on 
Schwartz’s, and the Wall Community. A tire 
explosion in 1982 killed a very lively, active, loved 
son, Malcolm, at age nineteen at the home barn. 
Death called again in 1983 — 93 year old John 
Debus — Grandfather, and loving Father left us to be 
with God. 

by Genevieve Debus Schwartz 


SCHWARTZ, MALCOLM 
WADE 


Malcolm was the second child of John and 
Genevieve (Debus) Schwartz, born in the old Clinic 
Hospital, San Angelo, February 21, 1963. 

The doctors at the hospital saw Malcolm many 
times: birth digestive problems, stitches in the eye 
lid, hand, ankle, big toe, bottom of foot, crushed 
ankle, allergies, arms in washing machine wringer. 

Malcolm’s misfortunes developed into an 
outstanding personality. The Wall Community, 
where he lived and died (May 6, 1982) four miles 
west of Wall on Debus Road, recall many kind deeds 
that he did for senior citizens as well as all people he 
came in contact with. 

In the early 1970’s; O.C. Fisher Lake (North 
Concho Dam) was just a pond. Many fires were set. 
The Wall Volunteer Fire Department was called when 
John Schwartz was Fire Chief. He took the truck 
and his children to extinguish the fire. The Associated 
Press News picked up the information and a joke 


Malcolm Wade Schwartz 


was told on the “Rowan and Martin” television 
program. Drought in San Angelo, Texas “Three dry 
lakes and a fifty mile pipeline to another dry lake. 
One lake was on fire and volunteers and children 
fought the fire.” Malcolm enjoyed the hamburgers 
and sandwiches the merchants donated. This was the 
first of many fires that he went to. Two days before 
his death, Malcolm attended the Concho Valley Fire 
Control Conference. While attending the school, a 
thunderstorm interrupted the outside activities when 
lightning struck a large pecan tree that he was 
standing under near the Lone Wolf Bridge. 

A revolving trophy is given each year at the Tom 
Green County Livestock Show to the exhibitor of 
the Grand Champion Swine in Malcolm’s honor. He 
showed hogs in all major shows over the state of 
Texas — Dallas (State Fair), Wall, Tom Green County, 
Fort Worth, San Antonio, Houston, Abilene, and San 
Angelo. In 1980, his hog won Reserve Grand 
Champion of the Fort Worth Show — open and youth 
show. This hog was from his own herd. He started 
showing hogs at age nine and continued through his 
senior year at Wall High, and he had many champions 
from his herd. 

“Coona”’ as several of his friends called him, 
received many honors in football: All District 
Offense and Defense 1979-1980, “Who’s Who in 
American Football 1979-1980.” A Victory Bell was 
given to Wall School in Malcolm’s honor by his 
classmates and friends. Each year at the Football 
Banquet the 110% Award is given as “The Malcolm 
Schwartz Award,” to a player that excels. He was 
one of the last players to play in the old stadium. It 
was moved and rebuilt by the Wall Young Farmer 
Organization and community. Three 1981 graduates 
— Mark Denis, David Kubenka, and Malcolm worked 
many long hours welding, painting, etc... on the 
present stands, seats, field, track, and public address 
office, and coaches box. 

by Genevieve Debus Schwartz 


SCHWARTZ, OTTO J. 


Otto Julius Schwartz, born August 2, 1900, the 
seventh child and fourth son of 16 children born to 
Joseph and Sophie (Loika) Schwartz, was reared in 
the small community of Moravia in Lavaca County. 


; a 
Otto Schwartz planting cotton in 1925 with a 
Fordson tractor 1 mile west of present Fairview 
School 


On September 19, 1919, Otto and a neighbor, Ed 
Kocich, boarded a train in Flatonia, Texas, for 
Ballinger, Texas, in Runnels County to pick cotton 
in the Bethel community, nine miles south of 
Ballinger. 

Some weeks later, Otto and two of his cousins 
from Bethel took a 50-mile trip west and came to 
the grassy flats southeast of San Angelo. Compared 
to the sandy hills of Moravia, the flat lands impres- 
sed this young man, and he spoke of his desire to 
come back some day and make this his home. 

He picked cotton in Bethel in 1920 and 1923. Then 
in 1925, he came to visit his brother, Ernest 
Schwartz, then of Miles, Texas. W.H. Wilde of Olfen, 
Texas, offered Otto and a cousin, Joe Berger, $2 a 
day to build two bungalow houses on a tract of land 
one mile west of the Bismarck School, presently 
Fairview School, five miles south of San Angelo. 
Later, the two were asked to farm the land on halves. 

The two, Otto and Joe, lived in a hand-dug cellar 
while building the houses and breaking the land with 
a Fordson tractor, plowing day and night. 

July 4-5, 1925, a five-inch rain inundated 40 acres 
of cotton in a lake, and Joe Berger gave up. Otto 
wrote his younger brother, Bill, to come and help 
finish the year. 

Late in December, the two borrowed a Model T 
Ford for a trip back home. Otto proposed marriage 


to his girl friend of four years. Within two weeks, on 
January 6, 1926, Otto and Martha S. Havel were 
married in the St. Joseph Catholic Church of 
Moulton, Texas, with only a few in attendance 
because of the extremely muddy, inaccessible roads. 

January 9, 1926, Otto, his new bride and brother 
Bill started back to West Texas with all the 
newlyweds’ possessions in a small trunk on the back 
seat of the Ford, which had no windows, only pull- 
down shades. 

At dark, they arrived at the bungalow home Otto 
helped build. They lighted a kerosene lamp to view 
the house and furnishings, which consisted of a table 
made of planks and two-by-fours, nail keg chairs, 
and a bedroom consisting of a mattress without a 
bedstead. The nearest running water was at the 
windmill. With these humble beginnings, the two 
started their life on the farm. 

In 1927, a move was made two and one-half miles 
south of Fairview to a new piece of rented land, 
which Otto broke and improved with a new 
bungalow house, barns, trees and fences. 

Although a Fordson tractor and a very small disc 
plow were used to break the new land, the primary 
power was a team of horses for the next few years. 
In November 1938, a difficult, tearful decision was 
made to trade most of the horses for an F Farmall 
tractor. 

Late in 1938, Otto and Martha and family moved 
two miles west on what is now Schwartz Road. This 
was to be their land and home for the rest of their 
lives. Schwartz Road recently was named after Otto 
and Martha, who have lived on it for 60 years since 
1927. Martha, now widowed, lives there now 
(November, 1987). 

Throughout the years, the principal crops were 
cotton, milo, oats, bundled feed and sudan for grazing 
up to 80 head of cattle on the dryland farm. 

Until the advent of modern machinery, the work, 
mostly done by hand, was hard, backbreaking and 
tedious. This was the way it was for most of 40 years 
from 1925 to 1965 at retirement. Their social life 


———— 


Otto and Martha Schwartz 50th Anniversary, January 1976 
Standing L to R: Doris Block, Jerome, Kenneth and Harvey Schwartz, and Mary Louise Dahlberg. Seated 
L to R: Martha and Otto Schwartz 
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was a few dances, visiting on Sundays, special family 
gatherings, and hunting and fishing for the men. Otto 
died October 25, 1980. 

by Doris S. Block 


SCHWARTZ, MRS. OTTO 
(MARTHA HAVEL) 
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Otto and Martha (Havel) Schwartz, 50th Wedding 

Anniversary - January 6, 1926 - 1976 


Martha Sylvia Havel, born July 29, 1905 in the 
St. John’s Community of Lavaca County is the eldest 
daughter of John P. Havel and Sophie Knezek. She 
has twin sisters, Alice Cuba and Hattie Danels. 

The family lived most of their lives four miles 
east of Moulton, Texas on a fertile blackland farm. 

Martha’s move to West Texas after her marriage 
to Otto Schwartz was an abrupt change from her well 
furnished nice country home in South Texas. She 
had learned to work hard beside her parents and knew 
tough times and became a good helpmate to her 
husband in their forty years of fulltime farming in 
Tom Green County. Like most of the farm women 
of the time, she made herself available for much of 
the field work and farm chores and was the loyal 
wife of a dedicated farmer. 

Besides the field work, she and family helped with 
the raising of chickens, turkeys, hogs, milking cows 
and raising beef cattle. This was the diversification 
that tided the family through the Depression of the 
thirties and the drought of the fifties. Often, this 
profited more than the income from the field crops. 
The extra income came from selling eggs, cream, 
butter, chickens, turkeys and cattle. 

A day’s work was from dawn to dark and into the 
night at times — tending to the outside chores and 
then to housework. Martha was persistent and 
consistent with gardening, canning, quilting, doing 
patchwork, stripping turkey feathers for pillows and 
comforters. She was deft with her housework, hand 
work and sewed most all the clothes for the children 
when they were small. She would have a good meal 
set on the table for all of us when we came in from 
the fields. Sunday dinners were delightful with a 
large roast or steaks from the cuts of beef from the 
community beef club. 

Life wasn’t easy. At first she washed on the scrub 
board, then to the hand operated paddle 
washmachine, to the difficult starting gasoline 
engine, the electric washmachine and finally the 
automatic washer. 

Martha, a good mother, gave birth to six children 
who are listed in order of birth: Doris Helen married 
Wilbert Block; George, died at birth; Jerome Joseph 
married Jeanette Rohmfeld and then Charlene 
Howell Lewis in a second marriage; Harvey Louis 
married Jo Turner Taylor; Mary Louise married 


382 


Lester Dahlberg; Kenneth Carl married Bernice 
Przilas. 

As the children became old enough, they were 
taught the responsibilities on the farm and the love 
of the land. The field work and farm chores were a 
part of their everyday lives as it had been for at least 
five generations of both sides of the family in the 
provinces of Austrian Silesia, Moravia and Bohemia 
of Austria-Hungary. 

Martha and Otto celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in the St. Ambrose Church and Parish 
hall in Wall, Texas on January 10, 1976. 

The 12 grandchildren are Diana Block Huling, 
Michael Block, Jean Ann Block (Hohensee) 
LeGrand; Clara Schwartz Blackburn, Ellen 
Schwartz, and Thomas Schwartz; Nicholas and 
Matthew Dahlberg; and Cyn Dee, Kent, Kyle, and 
K’Cee Schwartz. 

The 10 great-grandchildren are Danya, Justin and 
Lindsay Huling; Jeremy, Jennifer, Neil and Nathan 
Block; and Jill, Jared, and Jamon Hohensee, and 
some great grandchildren. Martha died July 7, 1997. 

by Doris Block 


SCHWARZ, CALVIN and 
CONNIE (LAMBSON) 


The Calvin Schwarz Family 


Calvin Schwarz was born June 21, 1950, in 
Sweetwater, Nolan County, Texas. His father, 
Matthew Isaac, was born February 24, 1929, in 
Hermleigh, Scurry County, Texas. His mother, 
Bonnie Fay White, was born September 9, 1932, in 
McCamey, Upton County, Texas. Calvin’s 
grandfather, Earnest Edward Schwarz, was born 
October 10, 1901, in Sweetwater, Nolan County, 
Texas. He died November 22, 1963, in Roseville, 
California. Calvin’s grandmother, Beulah Irene 
Ridge, was born April 9, 1904, in Ida Bell, McCortin 
County, Oklahoma. 

Calvin attended school in California. He later 
joined the Army and served in Vietnam, Korea, and 
Germany. It was while Calvin was in Germany that 
he met his future wife, Connie D. Lambson, who 
was there visiting friends. Calvin and Connie were 
married in Reno, Nevada, September 28, 1974. 

Connie’s father is George Oran, who was born 
May 14, 1927, in Ramah, McKinley County, New 
Mexico. Her mother, Catherine Lois Clark, was born 
October 2, 1927, in Ft. Cobb, Caddo County, 
Oklahoma. Connie’s grandfather, Franke Bates 
Lambson, was born June 20, 1886, in St. Johns, 
Arizona. Her grandmother, Annie Lora Mangum, 
was born September 11, 1890, in Tularosa, New 
Mexico. Connie was born in Gallup, New Mexico, 
April 25, 1951. 

Calvin and Connie moved to Tom Green County, 
in 1976. Connie is active in church work and 


genealogy, and enjoys doing crafts and other hobbies. 
She is also a Registered Nurse. Calvin works for the 
U.S. Post Office, and his hobby is car mechanics. 

Connie and Calvin’s children are Matthew Kevin, 
born August 3, 1980; Timothy Wayne, born May 6, 
1982; and Kathryn Sue, born August 8, 1986. All 
were born in San Angelo, Tom Green County. 

by Connie Lambson Schwarz 


SCHWERTNER, ARMIN W. 


Armin Walter Schwertner was born October 13, 
1915, near Schwertner, Williamson County, Texas. 
On August 28, 1946, in Temple, Texas, he married 
Lena May Schwertner (born May 14, 1924 in 
Killeen, Texas), daughter of Herbert Richard and 
Dora Blaschke Schwertner (Dora deceased). They 
have four children: June, who married Wilbert Jost, 
son of Elo and Elizabeth Jost, of Wall; Judy, who 
married Stanley Book, son of Alfons and Hattie 
Book, of Miles; Joy, who married Dennis Block, son 
of Robert and Virgin Ann Block, of Wall; and 
Herbert, who married Diane Clary, daughter of 
Wallace and Wanna Clary, of San Angelo. Lena Mae 
and Armin have ten grandchildren, Kim, Kristi, and 
Gerald Jost; Andrea, Brian, Brad and Jason Book; 
and Keri, Justin and Brandon Block. 

After their marriage, Armin and Lena May settled 
at Vancourt, Texas, where they first had interest in 
and then owned and operated the Hi-Way Gin 
Company until Armin’s retirement in 1979. They also 
helped in establishing the Vancourt Mill and Elevator 
Company with which they were associated until 
1978. They are members of Saint Ambrose Catholic 
Church in Wall, where Lena May is a member of the 
Saint Helen’s Altar Society. She published a book, 
The Bernard Schwertner Family, in 1974. She is also 
a member of the Wall Home Extension Club and 
holds an office with the Tom Green County Home 
Extension Council. She was Tom Green County 
Home Extension Woman of the Year in 1981. In 
1984, she was selected to Notable Women of Texas. 
She was employed at Goodfellow Air Force Base 
from 1954 until her retirement in 1978. 


Herbert Richard Schwertner and Walter William 
Schwertner - 1910 


Armin’s parents were the late Walter and Mary 
Woehl Schwertner, who settled near Rowena, 
Runnels County, Texas, in 1919. Lena May’s parents 
farmed in the Central Texas area from as early as 
1915. Her father also owned and operated a grain 
thresher which is still in existence today. 

The Schwertner family ancestors migrated from 
Heinersdorf, Austria, in 1875, settling in the 
Schwertner, Texas, community. The migration of the 
Schwertner family into the Concho Valley is evident 
today, as many of their descendants inhabit this area 
of West Texas. 

by Lena M. Schwertner 


SCOTHORN, STANLEY 
STANTON 


Allie Mary Davis (born September 3, 1893, in 
Sherwood, Texas) married Stanley Stanton Scothorn 
(born June 21, 1875, in Circleville, Ohio) in Laredo, 
Texas, March 17, 1927. Allie and Stanley, as 
manager, worked for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company in Laredo, San Antonio, and San Angelo, 
Texas. Stanley served in the Signal Corps during 
World War I, some of the time in France. Stanley 
retired from the Western Union in 1946. Stanley and 
Allie lived in Sherwood, Texas, until his death in 
November 27, 1961. Allie moved to San Angelo and 
lived there until her death in September, 1973. 
Allie and Stanley are buried in the Sherwood 
Cemetery, Sherwood, Texas. They had no children. 

by Suzanne Davis Slate 


SEFCIK, ALVIN and LEONA 


We were married October 8, 1940. I farmed in the 
Wall, Texas, community. We lived there until 1945. 

Wayne was born January 7, 1942. 

I bought the cotton gin in 1945 at Vancourt, Texas, 
and moved there. Crops were good from 1945 to 
1949. We built our new home in 1950, the year of 
the drought. Glen was born April 27, 1950. He did 
not see rain until he was almost seven years old. 

The men in Vancourt community went to the oil 
field to get work; some worked in San Angelo doing 
what they could. The women stayed home with the 
children and looked after the livestock and poultry. 

In 1955, we had a terrible dust storm. I was in the 
field plowing. I saw the dust coming but did not have 
time to get to my pickup before it hit. I made my 
way to the pickup truck by holding onto the fence. It 
was darker than night. Leona was at home with the 
boys. Wayne and Glen were outside; they came in 
the house as it hit. They put the lights on in the house 
but could not see for the dust. I hope I never see a 
dust storm that bad again. 

In 1956, the crop was terrible. I had 620 acres in 
cultivation. I made 25 bales of cotton. Also, I had 
300 acres in maize. I made one and one-half tons of 
maize over the whole 300 acres. I ginned 27 bales 
of cotton that year; 25 of those bales were mine, 
which was irrigated. I would strip cotton in the 
afternoon to get a bale. The next morning Leona and 
I would gin what we had. Leona would run the 
suction and I ran the inside of the gin. 

In 1957, the rains came. All the farmers came 
home from their work and started farming. I had the 
cotton gin for 20 years. We sold it in 1965. I 
continued to farm until 1975. I started buying cotton 
in 1976. 

Wayne and Glen both graduated from Wall School 
and also graduated from the University of Texas 
(Austin). 

Wayne married Sandra Christian. They have two 
daughters, Michelle and Heather. Wayne is in the 
electronic business in Austin. 

Glen married Peggy Smith. They have one son, 
Justin, and a daughter, Whitney Nocole, born 
September 8, 1987. Glen is head track coach at 
Stephen F. Austin University, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

by Alvin Sefcik 


SEFCIK, VERONA (DOOLEY) 


Ihave lived in San Angelo for 83 years and have 
seen many changes from a small country town into 
a very wonderful city. As a child we used to know 
almost everyone. My father worked for Santa Fe 
Railroad, and my Uncle Mike Dooley was a 
brakeman. He used to have the train whistle at Main 
Street Crossing and we would go up there and ride 
to the turnstile, which a Mr. Blake operated. Also, a 
big pleasure for me was riding the street car. Mr. 
Grimes was the conductor and I knew him and his 
family; so he would let me ride to the end of the line 
and back to Emerick Street, where I'd get off and 
walk home, on Pulliam. East Angelo was the most 
populated area, and then gradually the south part, 
and west Angelo last. 

Iremember the Nimitz house, which stood behind 
where Nathan’s store is now, and was always busy. 
The Shannons stayed there when in town, and drove 
by the Catholic school on Beauregard Avenue. They 
always waved at the kids. They had a beautiful horse 
and buggy, which I think they kept in one of the livery 
stables. One was where the First Savings Building 
is now. There were two on Concho Street near the 
City Park and across from the Naylor Hotel (Landon) 
for years. 

The red light district was farther down on West 
Concho, and there were lots of saloons on East 
Concho and Chadbourne Streets. Dr. Smith ’s drug 
store was on East Concho next to the Crystal Theater, 
and we’d always go in and get candy before show 
time. 

Mr. Beck had a meat market about three doors 
up, with big butcher tables, the floor full of sawdust, 
and sausage and wieners always hanging. 

by Verona Dooley Sefcik 


SEITZ, RUSSELL LAYTON and 
CHARLOTTE (SHELBY) 


Russell Layton Seitz and Charlotte (Shelby) Seitz 


A San Angelo native, Russell Layton Seitz was 
born on October 3, 1932. He is the elder son of Mida 
(Layton) Seitz and Russell Travis Seitz. Charlotte 
Ann Shelby was born in Carlsbad, New Mexico, on 
June 9, 1935, to Ruth Inez (Putman) Shelby and 
Herschel V. Shelby, Sr. Both Russell and Charlotte 
attended local public schools, Russell graduating 
from San Angelo High School in 1951, and Charlotte 
in 1952. As did his father, Russell attended the 


University of Texas School of Pharmacy at Austin, 
graduating with honors with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Pharmacy. Charlotte attended San Angelo 
Junior College where she graduated in 1965, with 
the last junior college class in the school’s history. 
In 1967 she graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Education with the first four year 
class of Angelo State University. 

Russell and Charlotte were married on June 18, 
1953, in San Angelo. They have three children: Laura 
Anne, Michael Rodney, and Russell Steven. They 
also have two grandchildren, Kellie Anne and 
Michael Austin Rahija, children of Laura and 
Michael Lewis Rahija of Memphis, Tennessee. Mike 
and wife, Jacky, live in San Angelo and Steven is an 
Austin resident. Russell has one brother, Rodney 
Dale, and Charlotte has one half-brother, Herschel 
V. Shelby, Jr. 

Upon graduation, Russell began practice with his 
father in Weeks Drug Store, becoming a partner in 
the business. Russell received four appointments 
from the Chancellor of the University of Texas to 
UT’s School of Pharmacy. He is a member of local, 
state, and national pharmaceutical associations. 

Russell has been involved with a number of civic 
activities. He was a member of the Jaycees and the 
Downtown Rotary Club. He served two terms on 
the West Texas Therapy Center Board of Directors 
in the 1970’s, was on the Board of Directors of the 
Salvation Army from 1972 until 1986, and has been 
a member of the local YMCA for many years. 

Charlotte is a member of the First United 
Methodist Church. In 1967 she became a member 
of the Junior League of San Angelo, doing volunteer 
work with the San Angelo Boy’s Club, San Angelo 
Day Nursery, and Fort Concho Museum. She is now 
a sustaining member of the Junior League. From 
1970 until 1976, she served on the Board of Directors 
of Fort Concho National Historic Landmark, a City 
Commission appointment. Charlotte and Russell 
were co-chairmen of the Fort Concho segment of 
Fiesta del Concho in 1974. Charlotte is a member of 
the Texas Association of Adult and Continuing 
Education. 

Russell is a handball enthusiast and enjoys bird 
and deer hunting. Charlotte also enjoys hunting, river 
rafting, and golfing. She is a member of the Women’s 
Golf Association at San Angelo Country Club and 
at Alto Country Club, Alto, New Mexico. 

Charlotte has been employed as a teacher in the 
Adult Basic Education program of the San Angelo 
Independent School District since 1967. She is also 
supervising teacher for the local program and for 
the additional 38 school districts comprising the co- 
op administered by the San Angelo ISD’s Adult 
Education program. 

Russell remained in active practice with Weeks 
Drug Store until its sale in 1986. Week’s Drug Store, 
after 56 years in business, was the oldest drug store 
in San Angelo under the ownership of one family. 
Russell is currently employed as a staff pharmacist 
at Shannon Medical Center. Charlotte and Russell 
both have outside business interest. 

by Charlotte Seitz 


SEITZ, RUSSELL TRAVIS 


Russell Travis Seitz was born on June 3, 1905, in 
Belton, the first of three children of Carrie E. (Smith) 
and George Seitz. The family moved to Runnels 
County where they were to become a prominent 
farming family at Wingate. Russell attended public 
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Russell Travis Seitz 


schools in Wingate and graduated from high school 
at Abilene Christian College Academy. He enrolled 
in the University of Texas School of Pharmacy at 
Galveston, graduating as president of his class at the 
age of 20. He was the recipient of the Lehn and Fink 
medal for academic excellence for having had the 
highest grade point average of any student in his 
class. At graduation, too young under state law to 
practice pharmacy, he nevertheless took the Texas 
State Board of Pharmacy examination. He distin- 
guished himself by having the highest examination 
scores since the inception of the board. This score 
was not surpassed until the late 1940’s. 

Russell began the practice of pharmacy at age 21 
in the employee of Weeks of Ballinger. In 1927 he 
married Mida Layton, daughter of Lunia H. and 
Thomas J. Layton. The family moved to San Angelo 
in 1929. 

In partnership with John Weeks, Russell opened 
Weeks Drug Store in the corner section of the Hilton 
Hotel (to become the Hotel Cactus) in May of 1929, 
the same day the hotel opened. Russell subsequently 
purchased the remainder of the business from John 
Weeks. The drug store was expanded and relocated 
twice, each time retaining a location on East Twohig 
Street, In addition to its pharmacy, the store 
specialized in home health care needs and surgical 
supplies. 

Russell and Mida Seitz had two sons, Russell 
Layton and Rodney Dale. Russell Layton also 
graduated from the University of Texas School of 
Pharmacy and Rodney graduated from Angelo State 
University. Both eventually became partners with 
their father in the business. Russell and Mida had 
five grandchildren. Mida died in 1964. Russell was 
married to Pauline Johnson from 1966 until her death 
in 1976. Russell had one sister, Bernice Seitz Dean 
(deceased) and one brother, George Leroy of 
Bakersfield, California. 

Russell was a member of the First Christian 
Church, a Mason, and a Shriner. He was a charter 
member of both the San Angelo Jaycees and the San 
Angelo Civitan Club. He also worked on many local 
civic projects in the 1930’s and 1940’s. A longtime 
member of local, state, and national pharmaceutical 
associations, he received a citation from the Texas 
Board of Pharmacy in 1976 for his 50 years of service 
to pharmacy. 

Even after Russell’s retirement in the late 1970’s, 
he continued to come to the drug store daily, visiting 
with old friends and customers. Russell died on 
February 24, 1981, at the age of 75. Following his 
death, the Senate of the State of Texas in S.R. No. 
387 issued a resolution stating that “the 67th 
Legislature wishes to honor the memory of an 
outstanding citizen of San Angelo and the State of 
Texas.” 

by Charlotte Seitz 
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SENSABAUGH -— SHARP 


Cliffie G’Ann and Jerry Sensabaugh and Lauran 
Elizabeth 


On January 2, 1955, at 8:30 p.m. my father, 
Clifford Sharp, was running every red light on 
Sherwood Way and Beauregard. He was trying to 
get my mom, Mary, to the old Clinic Hospital in order 
for me to be born. Lucky for him, it was only four 
hours later, at 12:36 a.m. on January 3, I arrived. I 
was named Cliffie G’ Ann, after my father, of course. 

As I was trying to grow up, I spent six years at 
McGill, three miserable years at Lee Junior High 
and three wonderful years (finding myself) at Central 
High. I graduated in 1973. My college years at 
Angelo State were great. I was the May Dream Girl 
on 1975 PIKE Dream Girl Calendar. That same year 
I moved to Dallas, where I met my husband-to-be, 
Gerald Reeves Sensabaugh III. He was attending 
Southern Methodist University. 

We call my husband Jerry. He was born in 
Wiesbaden, Germany, May 6, 1956, to Colonel 
Gerald R. Sensabaugh, Jr., and Elizabeth Ann 
Jernigan. He has one brother and two sisters. As a 
child, Jerry lived in Sumter, South Carolina, and 
Hawaii. When he was 12, his father began to work 
at the Pentagon. At that time, his family moved to 
McLean, Virginia. Jerry lived there until he graduated 
from Langley High School in 1974. He then came 
to Texas to attend Southern Methodist University. 

Jerry’s roots go deeply into SMU. His great- 
grandfather Oscar F. Sensabaugh, was one of the 
founding fathers of SMU and presiding Elder of 
Highland Park Methodist Church. Jerry and I were 
married at that church about 60 years later, June 29, 
1979. Jerry’s dad was in the first Phi Gamma Delta 
pledge in 1948, and his mom was a Delta Gamma at 
SMU. Jerry laughs and tells people that his blood is 
both red and blue. He graduated from SMU in 1979. 
He was a Phi Gamma Delta. 

In May of 1981, we moved to San Angelo, where 
Jerry worked for KCTV (now known as KLST). That 
year on October 18, we were blessed with our Lauran 
Elizabeth in the Angelo Community Hospital. She 
is five years old and attends Prince of Peace School 
in Coppell. 


We moved back to Dallas in 1982, when Jerry 
went to work at SEDCO. In July of 1984, we came 
back to San Angelo so Jerry could begin working 
for General Telephone as a video producer-director. 
This was “old hat” for me, as my dad had worked 
for GTE for 30 years and retired. In 1986, GTE 
transferred Jerry to Infomart in Dallas. We now live 
in Coppell, a suburb of Dallas. 

Jerry and I want to make our home in San Angelo 
when he retires, because I must come back and pay 
taxes to help pay for the pavement that I wore off 
driving the “drag’’ between Bank of the West 
(Westside Bank) and Home Hardware. 

by Cliffie G’ Ann Sharp Sensabaugh 


SESSUMS, JOHN RICHARD 


John Richard Sessums was born in McLennon 
County February 23, 1876, the only son of Richard 
Thomas and Lydia (Smith) Sessums. His parents 
moved to Erath County in 1884. John Richard 
graduated from the University of Texas Medical 
School at Galveston on May 13, 1899. He married 
Elma Bateman, daughter of Laura Alice (Tatum) 
and Wesley Ewin Bateman of Dublin, Texas on 
January 23, 1901. Dr. Sessums practiced medicine 
in Dublin, Texas until 1928 when he moved to San 
Angelo. He was engaged in general practice during 
his active medical career, but specialized in obstetrics 
and child care until he retired due to ill health 
December 13, 1943. Dr. and Mrs. Sessums were 
members of the First Methodist Church. Mrs. 
Sessums died September 1955, and Dr. Sessums died 
September 1960. They are buried in the family plot 
at Fairmount Cemetery. Dr. and Mrs. Sessums were 
the parents of two sons born in Dublin. 

John Valton Sessums graduated from the 
University of Texas Medical School at Galveston. 
He married Evelyn Amacker of San Angelo in 1926. 
They were the parents of two sons, John Valton 
Sessums, Jr., and Robert Bateman Sessums. John 
Valton Sessums, Jr. graduated from the University 
of Texas Medical School at Galveston and Robert 
Bateman Sessums graduated from Texas Tech 
University at Lubbock. John Valton Sessums, Jr. 
married Evelyn Gray of Bellville. They have one 
son John Valton Sessums III. Robert (Bob) Sessums 
married Mary Sproul of Eldorado. They have two 
sons, Steve and Hunter, and one daughter Leslie. Dr. 
John Valton Sessums, Sr. died in 1980 and is buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery. 

The second son of Dr. and Mrs. John Richard 
Sessums, Orval Bryan Sessums, graduated from the 
University of Texas, received his Doctor of Dental 
Surgery Degree from Washington University School 
of Dentistry (St. Louis, Missouri) in 1943. He 
received his internship at Zoller Memorial Dental 
Clinic at the University of Chicago. After serving in 
the United States Navy during World War II, Orval 
graduated from the orthodontic program at the 
University of Missouri Kansas City in 1948. Orval 
Bryan Sessums married Jennie Steele, daughter of 
Mary (Saner) and Louis Clifton Steele, September 
8, 1946. They are the parents of two daughters, Mary 
Jean and Patricia Lynn. Mary Jean attended Southern 
Methodist University and graduated from the 
University of Texas School of Dental Hygiene. She 
was married to Thomas Frederick Anderson on April 
22, 1972. They are the parents of Bryan Thomas and 
Kristi Lynn Anderson. Patricia Lynn received a 
Master of Science degree from Southern Methodist 
University. She was married to Frank Dee Booth on 


July 15, 1978. They are the parents of Daniel Scott 
and Matthew Bryan. Orval Bryan practiced 
orthodontics in San Angelo from 1948 until his death 
in March 1979. He is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 
He was a member of the American Association of 
Orthodontists, Southwestern Society of 
Orthodontists, Tweed Foundation, Charles H. Tweed 
Orthodontic Study Group of Texas, Texas Society 
of Orthodontists (past president 1972-1974), 
American Dental Association, San Angelo District 
Dental Society (past president 1953-1954), 
Honorable Order of Goodfellow Texas Dental 
Association, Life member Texas Dental Association. 
He was a member of the First United Methodist 
Church, Masonic Lodge and Suez Shrine Temple. 
by Jennie Steele Sessums 


SEXTON, JAMES DIXON and 
ANNA LAURA (ROSS) 


James Dixon Sexton, a farmer, was born April 23, 
1878, the son of James Marshal and Mary Hawkins 
Sexton, both born in Mississippi. James was married 
August 23, 1897, in Mill County, to Anna Laura Ross 
(born October 14, 1881, at Belton, Bell County). 

After the Sextons married, they traveled west from 
Bell County, living for a while in San Saba, Eldorado, 
and then moving north to Eastland County. They 
lived in Eastland for almost three years before 
moving back to Rudd, a small community near 
Eldorado, where they lived on Mr. Wallace’s place. 
While they were living at Rudd, Grandma Sexton 
(Mary Hawkins Sexton) and her children, Jack and 
Lillie Bell, came to live with them. 

James and Anna Laura moved from Rudd to a 
ranch near Eldorado where they worked for Grandma 
Ross (Eliza Hester Ross, the wife of Hiram George 
(Rust) Ross). 


Sextons, L to R: James M., James D., Anna Laura, 
Lena, Jack, Oscar, Norman and baby Sissy 


Lto R: Katie Sexton, Grandma and Grandpa Sexton 


The Sextons moved to Harriett in 1915, buying 
land from the County for $15 or $20 an acre. The 
children went to school at Harriett. The Sextons lived 
the remainder of their lives at Harriett, and their 
property was given to their children: Lorenia May 
Sexton Payne, born July 28, 1901, Katie Irena Sexton 


Haynes, born August 5, 1905, and an adopted son, 
Oscar Williams Hings born March 25, 1905. Lorenia 
still owns her place at Harriett. 

The Sexton’s first child, James Weyley Sexton, 
born July 22, 1899, died at 2 years, 7 months and 4 
days, February 22, 1902, and is buried at Eldorado. 

James Dixon Sexton died June 6, 1924, and is 
buried in San Angelo. Anna Laura died November 
17, 1927, and is also buried in San Angelo. 

Katie Irena married Dan Haynes and had one 
daughter, Donna Inez, born April 7, 1927. Katie died 
December 5, 1945, and is buried at Rockport. 

Lorenia married Jacob Calvin “Jake’’ Payne, and 
their story is included. 

by Donald and Shirley Payne 


SHADDIX, JOHN W. AND 
LAVERNE SECREST 


John W. Shaddix was born in Hamlin, January 2, 
1912. His parents were Reuben Alexander Shaddix 
and Vinnie Virginia Wilkerson. In 1929 he graduated 
from Hughes Springs High School and then attended 
Burleson College until it closed. He then attended 
Sul Ross University and East Texas University. He 
served as teacher, principal, and superintendent of 
public schools in Cass County before serving three 
years with the U.S. Navy Seabees. He received a 
Master of Science degree from East Texas University 
in 1947. After teaching at East Texas University, he 
taught at LeTourneau College. In 1962 he did 
advanced studies at the University of Texas at Austin. 
In 1964 he came to Angelo State University where 
he taught for three years. 

LaVerne Secrest was born in Bay City, August 11, 
1913. Her parents were Pettus Gordon Secrest and 
Ora Ella Richardson. In 1930 she graduated from 
Bay City High School and attended Southwestern 
University for one year. She taught in the Bay City 
Public Schools for four years attending summer 
school at the University of Colorado, Sul Ross 
University, and the University of Texas at Austin. 
She received a Bachelor of Business Administration 
degree from the University of Texas at Austin in 
1937. 

LaVerne Secrest and Wood Burdette Carson, son 
of W.W. and Ginevra Wood Carson, were married in 
Bay City on June 14, 1937. They were both 
associated with San Angelo Business College until 
his death in 1961. 

John W. Shaddix and LaVerne Carson were 
married in San Angelo, on July 3, 1967. He was 
principal of Fairview School for two years until 1969 
when he retired. Mrs. Shaddix sold the San Angelo 
Business College in 1971. 

Mr. Shaddix is a member of First Baptist Church. 
Mrs. Shaddix is a member of First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). He is a fifty-year member of 
the Masonic Lodge. She is active in the Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 

Mr. Shaddix has two sons, John Frank Shaddix of 
Henryetta, Oklahoma, and Vernoy Dale Shaddix of 
Dustin, Oklahoma. John Frank Shaddix graduated 
from Central High School in 1966 and attended 
Angelo State University for two years while living 
in the home with John and LaVerne Shaddix. He is 
now associated with D & W Fur Company of 
Hallettsville, Texas, and with Rare Skins of 
Henryetta, Oklahoma. 

by Mrs. John W. Shaddix 


SHANNON, JAMES A. 


James Andrew (Jim) Shannon and Mary Ann 
(Molly) James were married September 3, 1879, at 
Fort Concho by Chaplain George Ward Dunbar, then 
were honored with a reception at “Mrs. Tankersley’s 
house” and set up housekeeping at Ben Ficklin. (The 
bride’s sister Sarah Katherine James, had been 
married to David Kearse four years earlier at Fort 
Concho by Chaplain Norman Badger). 

Jim Shannon, born March 23, 1851, to Richard 
and Anna (Coran) Shannon in San Antonio, had 
been a messenger boy for Confederate Quartermaster 
Captain T.O. Snow at the Alamo during the last nine 
months of the Civil War. He had been chosen for the 
job from among students at Mr. Newton’s School 
on Houston Street. 

After the war, Jim hired on as teamster with the 
United States Army Quartermaster Corps, also 
located in the Alamo. The young man began hauling 
supplies and moving cavalry troops from Powder 
Horn (Port Lavaca) to Deming, New Mexico. 
Promoted to wagon master in 1873, he was 
headquartered at Fort Concho from 1875 until 1882 
under the command of Colonel (later General) 
Benjamin H. Grierson. Wagon master Shannon 
transferred to Fort Davis along with Colonel Grierson 
and served at that post until 1890 when Fort Davis 
was abandoned. 

Jim Shannon was in charge of the supply train 
when General Ranald S. Mackenzie made his drive 
to rid Texas of the Indians who were menacing the 
Chihuahua-Overland Trail between the Pecos and 
Devil’s rivers. He also headed a 15-wagon (six mules 
to a wagon) supply train in support of General 
Grierson’s pursuit of the Apache Chief Victorio. 

Molly James, born February 12, 1864, was the 
daughter of George James, stockman and native of 
Missouri, and Lorena (Lindsey) James of Saline 
County, Arkansas. Molly was born on the James 
Ranch in Buchanan (now Stephens) County. Shortly 
before her eleventh birthday, the James family left 
Buchanan County, driving a herd of horses. The 
family was camped in one of the stone cottages at 
Flat Top Community on Elm Creek near the present 
town of Leaday in Coleman County. Lorena James 
went out to get her milk cows late one February 
afternoon in 1875. A band of Indians cut her off from 
the cabin and lanced her as she started running back 
toward the cabin and her children. She died February 
16. 

Following the tragedy, the James family moved 
into Tom Green County and met a tall, black-haired 
wagon master whose young wife and baby had 
recently died in San Antonio. Four years later Molly, 
15, and wagon master Jim Shannon, 28, were 
married. 

After leaving Fort Davis at the closing of the post 
there, Jim and Molly Shannon lived in Shafter and 
Marfa, where Jim was associated with the Presidio 
Mining Company for the next 42 years. He died in 
1932 and his wife in 1941. Both were members of 
the Presbyterian Church and are buried in Marfa. 

Jim and Molly Shannon’s children were George 
Richard Shannon (1881-1943) who married Sue 
Virginia Young, Ann Elizabeth (1884-1970) who 
married Wyck Livingston, Lorena Cecilia (1886- 
1971) who married Robert Dell Richey, James David 
(1888-1939) who married Johnnie Lee Jordan, Mary 
Margaret (1893-1985) who married Eugene James 
Kelly, William Andrew (1895-1921) who married 
Maude Alma Chastain, Kehoe Cornelius (1898- 
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1970) who married Alice Henrietta Buehler, Charles 
Edward, who married Gladys Adele Leslie, Jesse 
Anderson (1905-1906) and Nellie Katherine (1907- 
1969). 

Of the Shannon children, Charles Edward 
Shannon, born December 4, 1901, survives and lives 
in San Angelo in 1987. He retired in 1985 after 
serving 24 years as the first U.S. Magistrate for the 
Big Bend National Park. Other family members 
living in Tom Green County are his daughter, Jean 
Shannon Demere (Mrs. Frank H., Jr.), grandsons 
Wade and Craig Demere, and a great-granddaughter, 
Whitney Kay Demere. 

Other grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
great-great-grandchildren of Jim and Molly Shannon 
are scattered throughout Texas, New Mexico, and 
Oklahoma. 

by Mary Gene Payne/Jean Demere 


SHANNON, JOHN MOORE and 
MARGARET (CAMPBELL) 


John Moore Shannon 


John Moore Shannon was born May 15, 1849 in 
New Orleans, LA, and met Margaret Alexandrina 
Campbell (18 years old from Scotland) on a trip from 
Australia to San Francisco. She was on a world trip 
to complement her education from the best schools 
in Scotland. He had been visiting relatives and 
working on their sheep stations in Australia. They 
were engaged by the time they docked in San 
Francisco, and were married two years later (in 1874) 
at the home of Robert Burns (the poet) in Ayr, 
Scotland. 

The Shannons returned to America, and after 
living in Kansas and New Mexico, finally made their 
home in Big Spring where he worked for a time for 
the railroad. They then moved to a ranch near 
Colorado City where he worked as a sheepherder on 
a share basis. As his fortune improved, he was able 
to start his own herd and they eventually owned ranch 
lands near Ozona, where they made their permanent 
home. In 1885, Mr. Shannon received a contract for 
fencing part of the Panhandle lands (the 3 million 
acre XIT Ranch), a task he completed by himself in 
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Mrs. Margaret Shannon 


18 months, 16 hours a day, 7 days a week. He fenced 
85 miles at $110 per mile. 

The Shannon’s fortune was amassed by way of 
purchasing land, raising sheep, investments, and their 
dedication to thrift. Their lifestyle at the time was 
not considered extraordinary, with the exception 
they would not allow themselves the simple pleasures 
of comfort. Everything they earned went back into 
the land, and they eventually owned about 150,000 
acres of ranchland in Crockett County, several 
smaller ranches in Scurry and Garza Counties. Mr. 
Shannon had a remarkable insight for investments, 
and his holdings multiplied rapidly. He served as 
vice-president of two San Angelo Banks — the Central 
National Bank, and the Guaranty State Bank. He was 
president of the First State Bank of Big Lake, a 
director of the First National Bank of Snyder and 
the Ozona National Bank. He was a prime mover in 
the organization of the Western Reserve Life 
Insurance Company of San Angelo and became its 
first president. He was also one of the first to 
visualize the potential scope of the sheep and wool 
industry, and was a director of long standing in the 
Wool Grower’s Central Storage Company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shannon had no children, but 
educated and/or started in business twenty-four 
young men. All but two paid them back in full. Most 
of their later years were spent in San Angelo, where 
they had spent months at a time during their ranching 
life. Their last permanent home was on the fourth 
floor of the St. Angelus Hotel, where they took rooms 
before the completion of the building. Mr. Shannon 
died on May 28, 1928 and Mrs. Shannon died on 
December 13, 1931. In accordance with her will, and 
their previously agreed wishes, since they had no 
heirs, the bulk of their estate was left in trust to 
establish the Shannon West Texas Memorial 
Hospital, which has now become the Shannon 
Medical Center. 

by Patricia N. Stewart 


SHARP - BRAGEWITZ 


Willard Otto Sharp was born September 20, 1919, 
in Pearl, Texas. On June 26, 1939, he married Artis 
Bragewitz, who was born on September 3, 1922, in 
Leon Junction. They have three children, Leslie D. 
Sharp who married Brenda Templeton, Joe W. (Jay) 
Sharp who married Nelda Baird, and Randy K. Sharp 
who married Linda Carr. To this date they have seven 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren. 

After their marriage, W.O. and Artis made their 
home in Pearl. When their oldest son Leslie was two, 
they moved to Bronte where W.O. picked cotton and 
farmed. From there W.O. and Artis moved to 
Killeen, where W.O. helped to build Camp Hood. In 
1943, W.O. was called into the service. December 
1945 was a very special day for W.O., he was 
discharged from the service, which meant he was 
going home. During this time Artis was at home 
raising two children. After the service, W.O. moved 
his family back to Bronte where he went back to 
farming. He went to work for the telephone company 
in Bronte and in 1948 transferred to San Angelo. 
W.O. moved to San Angelo, closer to his work, and 
worked for the telephone company for thirty-one 
years. Artis was a housewife most of the time, but 
from 1960 to 1966 she worked for Monarch Tile 
making tile. 

W.O.’s parents were the late Eb and Laura Sharp. 
Eb farmed in Coryell County before moving back to 
Arkansas. In Arkansas, he owned the grocery store 
where he worked. 

Artis’s parents were the late Albert and Nellie 
Bragewitz. They lived in Bronte in a house that 
Albert built. Albert farmed for a while before starting 
to work for the railroad. He worked for the railroad 
for about twenty years. Nellie quilted and ironed for 
the public. When she passed away, she had two 
trunks and several sacks full of quilt pieces and half 
made quilts. 

After W.O. retired from the telephone company 
they moved to Llano. In 1979 they moved back 
around San Angelo and finally to Carlsbad, Texas, 
where they live now. 

by Artis Bragewitz Sharp 


SHARP - CARR 


Randy Keith Sharp was born November 22, 1955, 
to Willard Otto and Artis Sharp in the old Clinic 
Hospital in San Angelo. Willard was born on 
September 20, 1919, to Eb and Laura Sharp in Pearl. 
Artis was born September 3, 1922, to Albert and 
Nellie Bragewitz in Leon Junction. Randy has two 
brothers, Leslie Dale and Joe (Jay) Willard. Joe 
passed away on May 8, 1981. Randy made lots of 
friends in school because he went to four schools. 
Between elementary and high school, he went to 
school in San Angelo, Abilene, Comanche and 
Coleman. Randy tells of him and his friends almost 
putting a small car on the steps of his high school. 
The principal caught them before they could get it 
there. After high school Randy worked at Texas 
A&M Research Center. He worked there for seven 
years before changing jobs in 1979 and starting to 
work for Western Towers, building and stacking 
communication towers. While working for Western, 
he has been able to travel quite a bit and see a lot of 
the United States. He was working for the Research 
Center when he met and married his wife, Linda 
Marie Carr. 


Linda was born on August 30, 1955 to William J. 
and Ruby Carr. William (Buddy) was born 
November 16, 1929, to William R. and Vida Carr in 
Vancourt, Texas. He passed away January 18, 1986. 
Ruby Nell Hite Carr was born December 3, 1933, to 
John R. and Elizabeth Hite in Miles. Linda went to 
school, elementary through high school in San 
Angelo and graduated from high school in 1973. She 
attended Angelo State University majoring in 
elementary education while working at Beef & Bun. 
During this time is when she met Randy. Since 1979, 
Linda has worked for a CPA firm in San Angelo. 
Linda’s father used to tell everyone that when she 
was young she would crawl to the garden, eating 
rocks along the way, and eat the tops off the onions. 
Linda has one sister, Jo Nell Carr, who was born on 
March 16, 1960. 

Randy and Linda were married in San Angelo on 
November 5 , 1976.They were blessed with their first 
child on May 26, 1978, whom they named Dennis 
Lynn Sharp. He is now nine years old and in the 
fourth grade. Their second child Heath W. Sharp, 
blessed their lives on September 4, 1981. He is now 
six years old and in kindergarten. Randy and Linda 
lived in San Angelo until 1978 when they moved to 
Grape Creek outside of San Angelo. Then in 1981 
they moved to Carlsbad, Texas, where they live now 
on a few acres they have purchased. 

by Linda Marie Carr Sharp 


SHARP - MURTISHAW 


Mary and Clifford Sharp, Wedding day March 6, 
1946 


Clifford Franklin Sharp and Mary Grace 
Murtishaw were united in marriage March 6, 1946, 
at the First United Presbyterian Church on the corner 
of West Harris and Randolph Streets at 8:00 in the 
evening. The ceremony was performed by Rodney 
Gibson, Jr. Attendants were J.I. Murtishaw and 
Helen Luckett. They moved to San Angelo 
November 1949. 

Cliff was born August 20, 1921, in King 
Community of Coryell County. His father was Elbert 
Franklin Sharp, born July 15, 1891, in Arkansas to 
Robert Andrew Sharp and Mary Maud Ward. His 


mother was Laura Vera Culp, born May 21, 1887, in 
Gatesville to Joe S. Culp and Suzanna Madora 
Coldiron. 

Cliff lived in Coryell County until 1940. When 
he was 19 he went to the Civilian Conservation 
Corps’ camp at Grand Canyon for six months. When 
he returned to Coryell, jobs were scarce. He came 
out to West Texas and settled in Coke County and 
worked on a farm. In 1942, he moved to San Angelo 
and helped build Concho Field which is now Mathis 
Field. In November, 1942, he volunteered into the 
Navy. His six weeks boot camp was in Norfolk, 
Virginia, where the townspeople hated sailors and 
the snow was deep. January 1943, found him at 
Port Hueneme, California, heading for the South 
Pacific, on the U.S.S. Dashing Wave. After spending 
26 months in the South Pacific, he returned to the 
good ol’ U.S.A. on the U.S.S. Elizabeth Stranton. 
He was in Little Rock, Arkansas, when the war ended 
in 1945. He will never forget the crowds of people 
and cars. It was a celebration to be remembered. He 
finished his service time in Rhode Island and 
received his discharge at Houston, Texas. 

Upon returning to Bronte in Coke County, he 
began his career with San Angelo Telephone 
Company. He worked for T.H. Rogge for four years. 
Mr. Rogge believed in ten-hour days for eight 
hours pay of $4.36 per day. 

Mary (Murt) was born January 18, 1928, in Wild 
Cat Community near Robert Lee. Her father was 
Henry Claude Murtishaw born in Brown County on 
June 6, 1889, to John Irwin Murtishaw and Margaret 
Clemenza Chadwick. Her mother is Grace Eleanor 
McCutchen Murtishaw born at Bronte June 14, 
1892, to William Wiley McCutchen and Hannah 
Elizabeth McCallister. Murt went to school at Wild 
Cat and graduated from Bronte High in 1945. She 
has a Masters Degree from Angelo State and has been 
teaching at Goliad in San Angelo for 18 years. 

Murt remembers being in San Angelo when World 
War II ended. The crowd was so large that the cars 
were bumper to bumper moving up and down the 
streets in the downtown area. People would jump 
on the running boards and shake the car. Police were 
everywhere directing traffic. The directional lights 
hung in the middle of the streets at intersections. At 
the intersection of Concho and Chadbourne, there 
was a ring of soldiers and sailors shooting dice right 
under the directional light. A policemen stood on the 
corner laughing just as we were. Boys were pouring 
confetti from the upper story of the Standard-Times 
building on Chadbourne into a truck, to be later 
strewn in the streets. 

Cliff and Murt moved to San Angelo in November 
1949, when Cliff transferred from Bronte to San 
Angelo with the telephone company. They first lived 
in an apartment on Del Mar Avenue, which was 
located where the A.S.U. tennis courts are now. They 
lived at 2410 Guadalupe for 33 years. 

Cliff says that his most memorable times with the 
old San Angelo Telephone Company were during 
the ice break in December and January of 1948 and 
1949 and the tornado on May 11, 1953. He worked 
night and day until service was restored in Lakeview 
after the tornado. He was called out to Goodfellow 
Field the night of the 11th and did not come home 
for two days. When all the weeks of repair were over, 
he had to take a vacation to get back to normal. Later 
in 1953, San Angelo Telephone became a part of 
General Telephone. 

On January 3, 1955, Cliffie G’ Ann Sharp blessed 
the Sharp home by way of Clinic Hospital. She 


has brought much joy to the home. She attended 
McGill, Lee Jr. High, graduated from Central in 
1973, and attended A.S.U. for two years. She moved 
to Dallas where she met her husband-to-be, Gerald 
Reeves Sensabaugh III, while he was attending 
S.M.U. They were married June 29, 1979. They 
moved to San Angelo in 1981 and Jerry worked at 
KCTYV, now known as KLST. They have a daughter 
Lauran Elizabeth, who is the light of Cliff’s and 
Murt’s lives. She was born in San Angelo on October 
18, 1981. Jerry now works for General Telephone 
and they live in Dallas. 

Cliff and Murt worked with teenage baseball; 
bowled in the Telephone League, waterskied, 
vacationed, traveled and have enjoyed life in San 
Angelo. 

Cliff retired from GTE in 1975. He is a Telephone 
Pioneer and enjoys the activities of the organization, 
especially the work at the Boy and Girl Scout camps. 

Cliff and Murt have enjoyed 37 happy years in 
Tom Green County and are living between Carlsbad 
and Water Valley. 

As only fate could decree, they share the same 
great-great grandparents, Richard and Mary Ellen 
(Polly) Eaton. These great-great grandparents came 
to Texas from Illinois. They came in 1833 with an 
ox-wagon train of about 30 wagons. They were 
encouraged and came with Rev. Daniel Parker 
(Cynthia Ann’s father) to acquire land and to bring 
the first Protestant church to Texas. They held the 
first service at Anderson, Texas, in Grimes County 
on January 12, 1834. The church was Pilgrim 
Predestinarian Baptist Church. 

by Mary Murtishaw Sharp 


SHARP, MAYANNA (YATES) 


Three children were born to Alvro and Ruby 
(Salter) Yates. Mayanna was born in Water Valley 
May 4, 1912. Other children in the family were 
Estelle (Holmes) of San Antonio and two brothers, 
Allison of Del Rio and L.S. Yates of Fort Stockton. 

Alvro’s parents were Annie and Ira G. Yates, Jr. 
Ira was born in Hopkins County on October 29, 1859. 
He and Annie were married in 1883 and they moved 
to Tom Green County where he established himself 
in the ranching business at Crow’s Nest, sixteen miles 
northeast of San Angelo. He later directed the John 
R. Nasworthy ranch. 

In 1916, Ira traded a grocery store he owned in 
Rankin for the rocky Pecos County ranch land where 
the Yates oil field was discovered October 28, 1926. 
The town of Iraan, named for Ira and Ann Yates, 
sprang up as a result of the oil find. They contributed 
liberally to civic and religious organizations 
throughout West Texas. After the death of Mrs. 
Yates in 1936, Ira built the Annie Yates Memorial 
Citadel. Ira G. Yates, Jr. died in 1939 in San Angelo. 

Mayanna Yates married Bob H. Sharp. She was a 
graduate of Sul Ross University and was involved 
in ranching and public teaching. She was an adult 4- 
H and home demonstration leader in Tom Green 
County for many years. Mayanna and Bob Sharp 
had two children, Christine (Ludlam) of Bluffton, 
Texas, and Wayne W. Sharp of McLean, Virginia. 
Bob Sharp died in October of 1981, and Mayanna 
died August 2, 1984, in Llano and is buried in the 
Llano City Cemetery. 

by JoAn Earnest and Mary Lou McBride 


387 


SHARPTON, W.T. 


William Tillet Sharpton was born February 23, 
1884, in Montgomery County. He married Alyce 
Leona Fleming in Rockdale. Three children were 
born: Annie Vivian, Reginald Clifford, and 
Marguerite. In November, 1945, W.T. his wife, and 
son, R.C., moved to the Barker place north of Water 
Valley, where they engaged in ranching and farming 
until moving in 1949, 

W.T. and Alyce returned to the “Divide” in 1955 
to lease the Charlie McKinney ranch. During the 
same year, R.C. (Reg), his sister Marguerite Skelton, 
and her son, David, also moved to the McKinney 
ranch from Plainview, Texas. W.T. and Alyce were 
semi-retired but assisted in ranching interests with 
Reg. In 1957, Marguerite began working for George 
Neill as a clerk in his grocery store in Water Valley. 
She continued her employment there until 1975. 
Besides being engaged in ranching, Reg provided 
trucking services for area ranchers, as well as custom 
harvesting and farm work. 

W.T. died on December 11, 1969, and Alyce on 
October 15, 1975. Both are buried in the Water Valley 
Cemetery. 

In 1977, Reg retired from ranching, and he and 
his sister, Marguerite, moved to a location 10 miles 
east of Mertzon. Marguerite continues to live at this 
location. Reg passed away on April 28, 1987, and is 
buried in the Water Valley Cemetery. 

David, his wife, Sherry (Rice), and two daughters, 
Lindsay and Heather, live in San Angelo. 

by David Skelton 


SHAW, LONNIE ALVIN and IDA 
MAE (GARRARD) 


Lonnie Alvin Shaw married Ida Mae Garrard on 
February 15, 1899. They moved to the Carlsbad area 
from Dermott (now Snyder) in October, 1910. While 
at Dermott, Mr. Shaw was a horseback mail carrier. 

The Shaws lived in their covered wagon along 
the Middle Concho River and picked up pecans for 
a Mr. Scott. While living in the covered wagon with 
only a dutch oven for heat during a very cold winter, 
they did not become discouraged. Around Christmas, 
Mr. Scott lent them a tent with a heater. In January 
1911, they moved to a house located on the hill where 
the Lone Star Gas plant near Carlsbad is located 
today. 

Lonnie went to work for T.J. Clegg as a handyman, 
then helped with the building of the Sanatorium and 
later the Carlsbad school house. He later worked as 
a custodian at the Carlsbad school until his death in 
1956. Mrs. Shaw passed away in 1962. 

There were six children in the Lonnie Shaw 
family; Mary Pearl, (Pearl) born in 1900, married 
Bennett Reed and they lived in Carlsbad where he 
operated a garage for many years. Mr. Reed is 
deceased, and Pearl lives in San Angelo. She has 
been a member of the Baptist Church in Carlsbad 
for 74 years. Bennett built the pulpit currently used 
at the Baptist Church. 

Ewell Shaw, born in 1902, married Clarice Volt 
and they lived in Water Valley. Ewell died in 1971, 
and Clarice still lives in Water Valley. 

Truman, born in 1906, married Gertrude Graston. 
He worked for Tom Green County and Gertrude was 
the postmistress for Carlsbad for several years. 
Truman is deceased and Gertrude resides in a nursing 
home in Granada. 
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Joe Shaw, born in 1908, married Verda Tankersley 
and they have lived and ranched in the Mertzon area 
for many years. 

Pauline, born in 1914, married Tom Pixley and 
they lived from Washington state to Nebraska. They 
moved back to Carlsbad in 1962. They had three 
children: Paul, born in 1938, Tim, born in 1940, and 
Pam, born in 1950. Today Paul lives in Pasadena, 
Texas, Tim is in Houston, and Pam lives in Carlsbad, 
Texas with her husband Sidney Hale and their two 
children, Clayton and Amy. 

H.J. Shaw, born in 1920, and wife Gladys, after 
24 years of military service, retired in San Angelo. 
H.J. passed away in August, 1987. 

When Pauline and Tom Pixley moved back to 
Carlsbad, they lived in a mobile home behind Mrs. 
Shaw’s (Ida) home. She passed away in the winter 
of 1962. She is remembered by her friends, and 
neighbors and grandchildren as a quiet, sweet woman 
who made some of the best sugar cookies and tea 
cakes around. 

Ida and her daughter had a deal — Pauline did all 
the cleaning and Momma did all the cooking. Pauline 
got up early and cleaned the house (ceiling to floors) 
before school. Then in the afternoon, Pauline would 
sweep the front yard! (There was no grass because 
they had to haul all of their water from a well several 
miles away.) All the loose dirt would be swept up 
and H.J. would have to haul it off in a wheelbarrow, 
the whole time begging his mother to make Pauline 
stop sweeping. Pauline is 72 now, and still has 
“clean”’ dirt. 

by Pam Hale 


SHEARER, MARY JANE 
“BANNIE” (GROSS) 


Mary Jane “Bannie” Gross Shearer, San Angelo, 
Texas. About 1935 


On February 20, 1852, Mary Jane Gross was born 
to William Dunbar Gross and Roxaan Miles Gross 
in Leake County, Mississippi. Only eight years old 
at the start of the Civil War, she had a fascinating 
early life, later to become the subject of a book, Look 
Backward, My Child, written by her granddaughter, 
Mary Pauline Walker Underwood. All food and fiber 
for clothing had to be grown at home by women and 
grandfathers too old to fight. Only 14 years old when 
her mother died, Mary Jane assumed all household 
burdens and care of eight siblings. She carded, spun, 


The Louis Edgar Walker Family, with whom Mary 
Jane Gross Shearer lived for 24 years. 

Bottom Row: Daughter - Maymie Lou Shearer 
Walker, Husband - Louis Edgar Walker. 

Top Row: Children - Mary Pauline Walker 
Underwood and James Louis Walker. San Angelo, 
Texas 1942 


wove cloth, raised cotton, sheared her own sheep, 
made her own dyes for cloth, quilted, and knitted 
stockings. 

Married May 26, 1870, to Markus Isom Shearer, 
Mary Jane became the mother of 13 children. A 
successful grocer, Markus became ill with 
tuberculosis and spent the rest of his life traveling, 
many times by covered wagon, between Mississippi 
and Mexico, seeking health in a drier climate, even 
homesteading Government land there. Following his 
death May 16, 1917, Mary Jane spent the rest of her 
life with daughter, Maymie Lou Shearer Walker and 
her husband, Louis Edgar Walker. So San Angelo 
was the home of Mary Jane for 20 happy years. 

Called “Molly” during her youth, Mary Jane was 
“Bannie”’ to countless friends and family in San 
Angelo. Barely five feet tall and always cheerful, 
she helped raise grandchildren Mary Pauline and 
James Louis Walker. 

An active member of the Park Heights Baptist 
T.E.L Class, Bannie also “claimed”’ the Dorcas Class, 
of which Maymie Lou was a member, attending all 
services, meetings, and socials. They named her 
their: “Sunshine Girl.” 

On October 28, 1941, Mary Jane Gross Shearer 
died peacefully in the home of daughter, Maymie 
Lou, and was laid to rest in Fairmount Cemetery, 
San Angelo. 

by Mary P. Walker Underwood 


SHEEN, JERRY MARTIN and 
JESSIE LEE (GEORGE) 


Jerry Martin Sheen was born May 7, 1944, in San 
Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas, in the old 
Shannon Hospital building that has since been torn 
down. He is the third son of Sam John Sheen, Sr., 
and Annie Loutishia Alexander Sheen. 

He grew up in San Angelo, and attended school at 
Bradford Elementary, Edison Junior High, Lake 
View High, and Central High School, Angelo State 


University, Odessa College, and Howard College of 
Big Spring. 


Jerry Martin Sheen 


Jessie Lee George Sheen 


Jerry raised three children from a previous 
marriage. They are Annie Janel Sheen, born 
September 30, 1967; Janet Gail Sheen, born August 
15, 1968; and Jason Martin Sheen, born August 15, 
1968. Janet and Jason are twins. 

Jessie Lee George was born July 19, 1955, in San 
Angelo, Texas, in the old Clinic Hospital which has 
since moved. Jessie was delivered by Dr. Moon. She 
is the daughter of James Lee George and Clara Mina 
(Monsey) George. 

Jessie’s children are Susan Lee Schmidt, born in 
San Angelo October 28, 1971; Susan’s twin which 
was lost sometime before Susan was born; and 
another daughter, Christina Annette Vestal who was 
still born February 15, 1977, and buried at Fairmount 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 


Jerry and Jessie were married August 7, 1984, at 
the Travis County court house in Austin. To start with 
they had eloped. When they came out of the court 
house after the ceremony, they found that the battery 
on their car had run down. They had to sit there for 
over an hour before anyone offered to help get their 
car started. In San Angelo, someone would have 
offered help a lot sooner, and they wouldn’t have 
such a good story to tell their grandchildren. They 
spent their honeymoon at Houston and San Marcos. 
They settled in San Angelo. 

Jerry has been active in church activities since 
joining The Church of Jesus Christ Of Latter-Day 
Saints on August 7, 1976. He has taught Primary, 
and he has taught a class in the Elders Quorum. He 
was ordained an Elder in the Melchizedek Priesthood 
on September 4, 1977. He has been First Counselor 
in The Sunday School Presidency, and is currently 
the Second Counselor in The Elders Quorum 
Presidency of the San Angelo Second Ward, in the 
Abilene Stake. 

Jerry and Jessie plan to stay in San Angelo, and 
they hope they might be able to add some small part 
to the history of Tom Green County as their ancestors 
have. 

by Jerry M. Sheen 


SHEEN, JOHN DANZEY and 
NANCY ISABELLE (JONES) 


John Danzey Sheen and Mary (Davies) Davis Sheen 


John Danzey Sheen II was born March 21, 1850, 
in Lewis County, Missouri. His parents were John 
Danzey Sheen and Mary Davis, the first Sheens to 
come to America, from London, England, in the year 
of 1842. His mother’s maiden name had been 
“Davies,” but because she was Welsh and John was 
Irish, she was disowned for marrying an Irishman. 
Her name was then changed to Davis. 

John D. Sheen II was their first son, and also the 
first male child born in America to carry on the Sheen 
name. His wife, Nancy Isabelle “Belle” Jones, was 
born March 17, 1851, in Arkansas. Her parents were 
Tom Jones and Emily Hancock. 

When John D. was only 11 years old, the year 
being 1861, the Civil War was just beginning. 


John Danzey Sheen II and Nancy Isabelle “Belle” 
Jones 


Because most of the grown men were enlisting in 
the Confederacy, young John was left to take care of 
the cattle belonging to his father and their neighbors. 
He had to look for stock from Coleman County to 
the Llano River, a stretch of about 100 miles. His 
pay for watching out after their stock was that he 
was to keep all of the maverick calves he could 
brand by placing a “J.S.” on the shoulder, and the 
number “6” on their side. 

John D. said, “When I found myself the possessor 
of 800 head of cattle in 1868, I began to think I had 
reached man’s estate, and my friend, Jim Sewell, and 
I began visiting some ladies who lived near Old 
Camp Colorado, 100 miles north of my father’s place 
in Menard County. There were no settlements 
between, and as the Indians were troublesome, Jim 
and I used to make our visits together for mutual 
protection.” 

John D. and Miss Belle Jones of Old Camp 
Colorado were married December 23, 1869, and I 
believe the place was either Old Camp Colorado or 
Menard County. 

John D. and Belle had ten children. They were: 
John Thomas Davis, Evelyn Frances, William 
Danzey, Mary Emeline, John Louis, Katie Belle, an 
infant girl with no known name, Earnest, Jesse 
Joseph, and Ollie E. 

By the year of 1908, John D. and Belle were living 
in or near San Angelo. John D. passed away January 
4, 1918 in San Angelo. Belle passed away November 
23, 1931, also in San Angelo. Both are buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Jerry M. Sheen 


SHEEN, JOHN THOMAS and 
MAGGIE ELBINA (MARTIN) 


John Thomas Davis Sheen was born in Menard, 
Texas, on October 15, 1870. His father’s name was 
John Danzey “D” Sheen II, and his mother’s maiden 
name was Nancy Isabelle Jones. 

Maggie Elbina Martin was born in Clarksville, 
Red River County, on January 4, 1881. Maggie was 
the fourth child of 14 brothers and sisters. Her father 
was Samuel Clark Martin, and her mother was Elbina 
Lucinda Terry. 
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John Thomas Davis Sheen and Maggie Elbina 
Martin Sheen 


Samuel Clark Martin and Elbina Lucinda Terry 


Davis and Maggie were married on the old Sheen 
ranch in Irion County, on October 2, 1901. 

They had seven children, five boys and two girls. 
Their names are: Thomas Davis, Lewis John Davis, 
James Martin, Jesse Joseph, Effie Margaret, Samuel 
John, and Minnie Belle. Of these children, only Jesse 
and Margaret are still living. 

Davis Sheen passed away in San Angelo, on 
September 4, 1936. Maggie Sheen also passed away 
in San Angelo. She died on June 4, 1944. Both are 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


SHEEN, SAMUEL 
“SAM J.” JOHN 


Sam John Sheen was the son of John Thomas 
Davis Sheen and Maggie Elbina Martin. His parents 
were early settlers of Menard County, where they 
had a big ranch. 

While his parents were on a cattle buying trip to 
Benson, Arizona, Sam was born on April 7, 1917. 
Born in Arizona, he was a lifetime resident of West 
Texas, and lived most of his life in San Angelo. 

During the winter of 1938, he met Annie Loutishia 
Alexander. Annie Lou was working at the Monarch 
Sweet Shop on the corner of Chadbourne and Concho 
streets. They were married a few months later on 
March 7, 1938. 
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Samuel “Sam” John Sheen when he was in the Navy 


They had three children: Sam John, Jr., Freddie 
Davis, and Jerry Martin Sheen. John and Jerry both 
live in San Angelo. Freddie passed away November 
15, 1942, and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

Sam was a natural born inventor. When he was 
18, he started working on what he called a 
“directional traction unit.” It was to be used to propel 
either submarines or aircraft without wings or 
wheels. During the next eight years, he built 21 
unsuccessful models, working from six to eight 
hours a day of his own time on them. He did this 
while at the same time he also worked as a machinist 
in a local machine shop. 

Out of money, and realizing he needed better 
working facilities, plus the help of other machinists, 
he joined the Navy in 1941. Once in, he persuaded 
higher-ups to set him up in a research laboratory at 


Sam Sheen - 1957 


Endicott, Rhode Island. The Navy assigned men to 
help him, and over the next two years, he built and 
tested two more models. Even though each one came 
closer to his goal, because of their failures, the Navy 
withdrew its support. Sam was assigned back to a 
Seabee battalion. 

While working there as a machinist, he made some 
new discoveries he felt would be the answer to the 
problems he had with the traction unit. As a result, 
some of his officer friends sent a telegram to 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. President Roosevelt 
thought enough of the traction unit’s prospects that 
he gave him permission to build one more model in 
a research laboratory at Pearl Harbor. Naval 
authorities there started pressuring him so much over 
the amount of money he and 70 helpers were costing 
the government, that his nerves finally gave way. 
He was placed in a naval hospital, and after a year 
they gave him a medical discharge. 

Back in San Angelo, he built nine more models 
over a two-year period. Each one came closer to what 
he was looking for, but after spending somewhere 
over $250,000 trying to perfect his traction unit, he 
never built another model. 

Over the years, Sam built somewhere around 20 
inventions. Of these, about three fourths were 
profitable. He also ran a business from his home 
called “Penent Company.” Most of the machines 
used in the business were designed and built by him. 

After the death of his first wife, Sam was married 
to Blanche Beatrice Miller on April 11, 1952. 
Blanche passed away on February 2, 1983. She is 
buried at Lawnhaven Cemetery here in San Angelo. 
They had one son, Terry Miller Sheen. Terry lives 
here in San Angelo. 

Sam was working on inventions even while he 
was in the hospital. Although he knew he was dying 
from cancer, he was working on drawings up until a 
week of his death. Sam passed away in Shannon 
Hospital on September 8, 1985. He is buried at 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


SHEEN, SAM JOHN, JR., and 
JUDITH ANN (SHOOK) 


‘Sima John Sheen, Jr. with his mother, Annie Lou Sheen 


Sam John Sheen, Jr., was born in San Angelo on 
June 20, 1939. His father was Samuel “Sam” John 
Sheen, and his mother’s name was Annie Loutishia 
Alexander. 

Judith “Judy” Ann Shook was born in San Angelo 
on October 13, 1940. Her father’s name is Loraine 
Shook, and her mother’s maiden name was Eleanor 
O’Bannon. 

John and Judy were married in San Angelo on 
January 1, 1960. After John’s tour of duty in the 
Army, they settled in San Angelo. 

In the early 1970’s, John opened up the “Peddler 
Furniture Showcase” in San Angelo. Another 
business owned and managed by him is “Lake 
Spence Estates” north of Robert Lee, Texas. John 
also has an office in the Peddler Showcase building 
where he manages his business ventures. 


Sam John Sheen, Jr. and Judith Ann Shook with their 
children: L-R, Jenifer Lynn, Jarrod Bryan, and Julie 
Diane Sheen 


John and Judy have three children and one 
grandchild. The names of their children are Jenifer 
Lynn, Julie Diane, and Jarrod Bryan. Jenifer was 
born September 26, 1963, in Columbus, Georgia. 
She is married to Mark Whitlow, and they have one 
son named Colby Chase Whitlow, who was born 
February 11, 1987, in San Angelo. Julie was born 
October 4, 1964, in San Angelo. She is married to 
Michael Blake. Jarrod was born June 27, 1968, in 
San Angelo. 

John and Judy have greatly added to the growth 
and quality of life in San Angelo, and have plans to 
make it even better here. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


SHEEN, TERRY and ROBIN 


After a matchmaking effort on the part of a mutual 
friend, Terry and Robin Sheen were married on 
January 15, 1982. A small wedding in the home of 
the bride’s parents took place during one of the 
coldest winter spells in recent years. When the Tom 
Green County Courthouse closed unexpectedly due 
to the bad weather, the bride and groom were forced 
to drive on ice-covered roads to Mertzon to obtain a 
marriage license. Going from 10 degree weather in 
San Angelo to 80 degrees on their Florida honey- 
moon was a pleasant climate change for the couple. 

Terry Miller Sheen was the only child born to his 
late mother, Blanche Miller Sheen, although he was 
the third son of (also deceased) father, Sam John 
Sheen. Born on January 27, 1953, Terry has resided 
in San Angelo since birth. He has been employed as 
an electronics technician most of his adult life. 

Robin Langohr Wade Sheen is the second of three 
children born to Frederick and Sandy Finley 
Langohr. Brothers are Michael and Marcus Langohr. 
Born in San Angelo on January 3, 1949, Robin was 


Terry Miller Sheen and Cheryl Robin Langohr Sheen 


employed for almost 17 years until Safeway Food 
Stores closed their doors in West Texas in April of 
1987. 

Terry ably assists the parenting of stepson Billy 
Wade. Billy Wade was born on December 7, 1972, 
in San Angelo. The family attends the Church of 
Christ, and are actively involved in youth and other 
church activities. 

Although living in San Angelo, much time is spent 
by the Sheens at Oak Hill Acres, their property in 
the southern edge of Tom Green County near 
Christoval. Time is passed there raising goats, 
grubbing prickly pear, and chasing rattlesnakes. 
Camping out under the live oak trees affords the 
opportunity to see wildlife and spectacular sunsets. 

Camping is also enjoyed on vacations. Going north 
to Indiana to visit Robin’s relatives, or to the Gulf 
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Terry Miller Sheen and Cheryl Robin Langohr with 
Billy 


Coast to visit kin on both sides of the family allows 
the opportunity for fellowship with family and 
camping excursions. 

At home, interests are headed up by the hobby of 
raising and enjoying tropical fish. Bathtubs full of 
baby fish can be found as weather permits outside 
each summer, and numerous aquariums add to the 
decor of the interior of their home. Pets include a 
dog named Macho, five cats, two of which are in 
their teens, and a sorrel gelding named Rojo. The 
horse is considered a member of the family, due to 
the fact that his grandmother, a mare named Jet, was 
a Christmas present to Robin in 1958. Her filly, Lady 
Kate, was mother to Rojo. Three generations of 
ownership earned a special place for Rojo, born in 
1964, in the Sheen household. 

Long after individuals are gone will remain the 
history and heritage of our county, and we hope to 
contribute in some small way to the preservation of 
this by a small chronicle of our life. 

by Robin Sheen and Jerry M. Sheen 


SHEFFIELD, PAULINE 
(MILLER) 


Della Bond Miller and Edward Daniel Miller were 
blessed with Pauline Valara Miller in 1898 while 
living in Millersview. Some years later they moved 
to San Angelo. 

During World War I, Ed Miller, Della and some 
of their children went on a trip to Brownwood and 
Fort Worth. On the trip, when they got to Bangs. 
their sedan car caught on fire. The family got out of 
the car safely but the car was ruined. 


Pauline M. Sheffield and Glady M. Landon 


Driving down the highway, Mr. Sheffield came 
upon the scene. He recognized Della and Ed Miller 
and said, “You are coming to my house.” Mrs. 
Sheffield and Della had been friends a long time. So 
the Miller family went to the Sheffield home in 
Bangs. Then Ed went out to buy a car. He couldn’t 
find anything he wanted so he bought a Model T 
Ford in Brownwood to drive on to Fort Worth. The 
Miller family spent the night at the Sheffields’. 

Pauline Miller became good friends with the 
Sheffields’ daughter. As young girls often do, the 
two began talking about boys. Then the Sheffield 
girl said to Pauline, “Now Pauline, I’m going to give 
Oron to you, he’s yours.” Oron Sheffield, her brother 
was in the Navy. The Sheffield girl gave Pauline 
Oron’s address and she sent Pauline’s address to 
Oron. So Pauline and Oron started writing to one 
another. When Oron came back to Texas from World 
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War I, he rode a train to see Pauline. It was the first 
time they had seen each other. Pauline thought that 
he was very good looking, in fact he was the cutest 
thing she had ever seen. He took three of the Miller 
sisters out and got them hot chocolate. 

Soon Pauline broke up with her boyfriend. She 
said to him, “I’m not going with you anymore 
because I’m crazy about Oron, and I hope he’ll 
propose to me.” 

In those days when Pauline went to the picture- 
shows, she had to be chaperoned and could only go 
to Tarzan movies or the movies about the Perils of 
Pauline. 

Pauline married Oron (R.O.) Sheffield in 1923. 
Oron’s sister was the maid of honor. He was a farmer/ 
rancher on a place on the Big Spring highway (87 
north). He raised registered polled Hereford cattle 
and registered Rambouillet sheep. R.O. was active 
in the Fat Stock Show and Rodeo Association and 
the American Registered Rambouillet Sheep 
Breeders Association. He also served as a trustee at 
Angelo State University. They had three children: 
Rushing, Stevie Ray, and Billy Carl. Pauline died in 
1985 and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery in San 
Angelo, Texas. 

by Angela Case 


SHELBURNE, HAROLD and 
LA QUETA (TIMMONS) 


Harold Wayne Shelburne was born to Lela May 
(Hays) Shelburne and Milton Dale Shelburne in 
Bronte, Texas, on September 7, 1950. At the time of 
his birth, his parents were farming in Runnels 
County, located around Norton, Texas. The 
Shelburne family farm is still operated around 
Norton to the present date. Harold grew up in the 
Norton community and attended school there until 
it burned in the summer of 1968. He then attended 
Winters High School his Senior year and graduated 
with honors May 23, 1969. His first year of college 
he attended Hardin Simmons University in Abilene, 
and was granted a debate scholarship. 

Harold was dating La Queta Ann Timmons of 
Bronte, Texas. La Queta was born to Wilma Nell 
Hester Timmons and Charles Tilman Timmons on 
September 13, 1952, in Bronte. On May 23, 1970, 
Harold and La Queta were married in Norton 
Methodist Church in Norton, Texas. Due to the 
economic recession of 1970, lack of jobs in the area, 
and limited funds of the newlyweds, the couple 
decided that Harold could attend Angelo State 
University in San Angelo. They moved to San Angelo 
and worked part time to go to college. 

During this time, their first child, Mercyla Ann 
Shelburne, was born February 27, 1973, at the 
Shannon Hospital in San Angelo. 

Harold graduated in May 1973 and was employed 
with Arthur Anderson & Co. in the Dallas office. He 
passed the examination and was granted his state 
license on August 6, 1974, as a Certified Public 
Accountant in the State of Texas. 

They returned to San Angelo in 1975. Harold went 
to work for the GTE office in 1976, two days after 
the birth of their second daughter, Mesha Gayle 
Shelburne, on April 24, 1976, at the Shannon 
Hospital. 

Harold and La Queta had joined the First United 
Methodist Church in San Angelo during the spring 
of 1975, and have become active in various aspects 
of the church life. La Queta has been on the Staff- 
Parish Relations Committee two times. She has been 
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active in Mom’s Day Out Committee since 1976 and 
has taught Sunday School classes. Harold has been 
Chairman of the Administrative Board, has been 
treasurer of the church on two occasions and is 
presently serving in that capacity. 

La Queta is active in Beta Sigma Phi. She was 
City Council President for the San Angelo City 
Council in 1984-1985. 

The year 1980 brought the birth of their third 
daughter, Meagan Jenae’ Shelburne, on December 
14, 1980, at Community Hospital in San Angelo. At 
present, both Harold and La Queta are active in an 
accounting practice which they set up in January 
1983, and they are involved in rearing their three 
daughters, Mercyla, Mesha, and Meagan. La Queta 
serves as a Girl Scout Leader and a Volunteer in 
Public Schools; and Harold coaches soccer teams 
and basketball teams. 

by Ross McSwain 


SHELBY, HERSCHEL V., SR. 


‘q ae. 
Herschel V. Shelby, Sr., and Herschel V. Shelby, Jr. 


Herschel V. Shelby, Sr., was born in Thayer, 
Missouri, on July 13, 1892. His parents were Franklin 
Pierce Shelby and the former Clara Quigley. He was 
one of nine children, having five sisters and three 
brothers. With the exception of the eldest son, who 
stayed in Thayer all his life, the whole family moved 
to Houston. 

Herschel left formal schooling at an early age and 
became a telegrapher for the railroad. He later went 
to business college and obtained a diploma in 
accounting. He was manager of the accounting 
department at the Humble Pipeline Company in 
Houston when he enlisted in the army during World 
War I. He preferred not to bear arms but served in 
the medical corps in the front lines in France. He 
was gassed and shell shocked, two conditions which 
had a profound effect on his health and his life. 

Following the war, he returned to his job with 
Humble Pipeline Company in Houston. He then 
married Maria Louisa (Lula) Dennis. As a result of 
his being gassed, he developed tuberculosis and had 
to move to a drier climate, ultimately living in El 
Paso. A son, Herschel V. Shelby, Jr., was born to them 
on June 2, 1926. They divorced in 1931 and he later 
moved to San Angelo, where he met and married 
Ruth Putman. She was from Miles and was a nurse 
at the Forrester Sanitarium on North Chadbourne 
Street. For a short time they lived in Carlsbad, New 
Mexico, where their daughter, Charlotte Anne, was 
born on June 9, 1935. 

They returned to San Angelo in 1936 and 
purchased a house and five acres of land at the 
intersection of Pruitt Drive and the Old Ballinger 
Highway. They continued to live there, where he died 
in June, 1946, from health problems resulting from 


World War I. He was a disabled veteran and his health 
precluded his being able to work consistently in the 
business world, although he did maintain a small 
farming operation on their five acres. He was a 
member of the Shrine and a 32 degree Mason. 


Mrs. Ruth (H.V.) Shelby 


Following his death, his widow, Ruth, went to 
business college where she acquired office training. 
She worked at Planned Parenthood and when Mrs. 
Louis (Elsie) Gayer established what later became 
Baptist Memorial Hospital, Ruth was the first person 
that Mrs. Gayer hired. She continued working there 
in the business office until her death on October 16, 
1984. She was a member of the Concho Chapter 
#826 Order of the Eastern Star, Western Hills Garden 
Club, and several other organizations. 

Their daughter, Charlotte Anne, married Russell 
(Rusty) Seitz who was a pharmacist and an owner 
of Weeks Pharmacy. She is a school teacher, and they 
continue to live in San Angelo. Herschel Shelby, Jr., 
and his wife moved to San Angelo in December, 
1959, where they continue to reside. 

by Herschel V. Shelby, Jr. 


SHELBY, HERSCHEL V., JR. 


Herschel V. Shelby, Jr. was born June 2, 1926 in 
EI Paso. His parents divorced when he was young. 
Both remarried and he lived with his mother and step- 
father, E.J. Kunsman, in El Paso until he graduated 
from Austin High School in May 1943. He spent 
his summers in San Angelo with his father and step- 
mother, the former Ruth Inez Putman. They had a 
child, Charlotte Anne, born in Carlsbad, N.M. June 
9, 1935. She and her husband, Russell L. Seitz, live 
in San Angelo and have three children, Laura Rahija, 
Mike Seitz and Stephen Seitz. 

In high school, ROTC and related programs were 
Herschel’s primary activities. After high school he 
went to Texas A&M for a year and then joined the 
Navy. He was in for 26 months, mostly in the South 
Pacific. He returned to A&M and graduated in 
1949. He was in the Cadet Corps and received a 2nd 
Lt. commission in the Air Force Reserve. He worked 
for Travelers Insurance Company for a year. He lived 
in Houston where he met Joyce Dean Young. They 
married there August 12, 1950. She was born in 
Turnersville, Texas, September 16, 1928. She grew 
up in Houston, living with her mother and step- 
father, George Butler. Herschel was called into the 


Air Force in August, 1950 and was in for 21 months 
during the Korean War. 

They moved to San Angelo in June, 1952 and 
Herschel went to work for San Angelo National 
Bank. Joyce went to work for Leddy’s. Their only 
child, Karen Ruth, was born on April 30, 1954. They 
moved to Dallas shortly after as Herschel had 
joined the FDIC to examine banks. He was later 
transferred to Houston. After five years, he left the 
FDIC to take a job with the First National Bank of 
San Angelo on December 3, 1959. Joyce became 
president of Newtimers shortly after and worked for 
several firms in bookkeeping and office manage- 
ment. Both were active in civic affairs. He retired 
from the bank August 31, 1988. Karen and Gary 
Sides married in November, 1988, in San Angelo. 
He is a pilot and she has a supervisory job. They 
have a daughter, Shelby Jane, who was born in San 
Angelo May 7, 1990. The Shelbys are members of 
First Christian Church and the Sides are members 
of Sierra Methodist Church. 


SHELTON - POTTER 


Charles W. Shelton, Jr. was born February 5, 
1913, in Hico. His parents were Charles W. Shelton 
and Mary Elvira Goode. After graduating from Hico 
High School, he attended the University of Texas. 
On May 20, 1941, he married Jewel Carr, daughter 
of William Luther and Arvilla (Allen) Carr. 

In 1939, Mr. Shelton had moved to San Angelo to 
be the Standard-Times Classified Advertising 
Manager. With the advent of World War II, he 
joined the U.S. Army and was assigned to the 
Railway Battalion of the Transportion Corps. He 
served in England, France, and Germany for 18 
months, returning home in the spring of 1946. 

Following the war, Mr. Shelton worked as an 
Independent Landman, primarily in the San Angelo 
and Midland area. He was a deacon in the First 
Christian Church and a member of various 
organizations including the American Red Cross, 
serving as a delegate to the international conven- 
tion in 1948 in San Francisco. Mr. Shelton died April 
25, 1967, in Hamilton, Texas. 

The Sheltons have one son, Scott Charles Shelton, 
born December 14, 1946, in San Angelo. Scott 
graduated from St. Stephen’s Episcopal School, 
Austin; Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, and 
The University of Texas Law School. He was married 
to Patricia Bates of Fort Worth on November 30, 
1968. They have two children, Valerie and Stephen. 
The family lives in Dallas, moving there in 1986 
from Midland. 

Following graduation from San Angelo Junior 
College, Mrs. Shelton was employed by the 
Standard-Times (1936-46) and the First Christian 
Church (1958-62). 

In 1962, she moved to Fort Worth, Texas to 
become an admissions officer at Texas Christian 
University, where she received her degree in 1964. 
She was assistant Dean of Admissions at the time of 
her retirement in 1980. 

On November 24, 1963, she was married to the 
Reverend Clayton Loring Potter of Fort Worth. Mr. 
Potter was the son of William Clarence and Ethel 
(Chalmers) Potter of Denton. A graduate of North 
Texas State University in Denton, he also attended 
Brite Divinity School, TCU; Phillips University, 
Enid, Oklahoma, and Union Theological Seminary, 
New York. 


He had pastorates in Mangum and Wewoka, 
Oklahoma; Springfield and St. Joseph, Missouri; 
Shreveport, Louisiana; and was minister of Ridglea 
Christian Church in Fort Worth at the time of his 
death, September 17, 1971. 

Mrs. Potter returned to San Angelo in 1986 to 
make her home. 

by Jewel Carr Potter 


SHORT, CURTIS 


Curtis Short was born August 24, 1910, and is a 
son of Joe and Bertha Short, pioneer citizens of San 
Angelo. Curtis Short attended Lake View School, 
along with many other students in those days. He 
married Frankie Hannum, the daughter of Charlie 
and Edna Coor Hannum of Tom Green County, on 
July 11, 1935. For more than 60 years, Curtis was a 
cowboy and rode a lot of horses, and worked for 
some prominent West Texas ranchers: Joe Mayer, 
Len Mertz, Sol Mayer, and Jim Phillips. The last 
ranch was part of the George Baugh estate, and this 
job lasted 36 years. He was employed by Fay Baugh 
Spence and later her son, George Spence. 

Curtis and Frankie had one child, a son named 
Roy Short. He is the only grandson of Joe Short that 
is a “Short’”’ by name. Roy has a son named David, 
which makes him a great-grandson of Joe Short. 

Curtis and his family lived in Tom Green, 
Crockett, Irion, and now in Schleicher County, five 
miles east of Eldorado on the Mort Mertz ranch, but 
not employed by him. Curtis shod a lot of horses, 
releathered a lot of wells, built fence, drenched sheep, 
burned pear, broke horses, doctored sick animals and 
was a mid-wife when cows were in trouble calving. 
Nobody worked longer hours for less money than 
cowboys. Master of many trades, but it is called 
“being a cowboy.” 

Curtis Short is now retired and does a little fishing, 
attends a few rodeos and watches TV. Frankie didn’t 
get to retire. A wife never does. Her work continues, 
as cooking and laundry go on as always. Both have 
fair health, enjoy family and friends and our three 
lovely grandchildren. 

by Frankie Short 


SHORT, HENRY J. 


My father, Henry J. Short, was born in Arkansas, 
February 23, 1858, shortly before his family moved 
to Texas. He was 26 when the Shorts came to San 
Angelo in 1884. He married Della Bouldin (born 
November 13, 1877) in Brownwood on December 
20, 1898. Walter L. was born on January 13, 1900, 
and I, Henry J., on August 20, 1901. Ruth was born 
on July 18, 1910 and Addie on October 16, 1916. 

My father was first and foremost a farmer and a 
cattleman, but he had engaged in other enterprises. 
In the 1890’s, he and his brother Joe owned the Silver 
Moon Saloon on the northeast corner of Twohig and 
Chadbourne Street. At the time of his marriage, he 
owned a grocery store. We lived on our ranch near 
Water Valley when Walter and I were young, and 
then on our farm on the Grape Creek Road. Walter 
and I attended the Lake View and North grade 
schools and San Angelo High. My father died 
February 4, 1917. Della died in California, March 
31, 1964. They are buried at the Fairmount Cemetery. 

Walter joined the Marines in World War I and 
served overseas. I enlisted in the Army but did not 
get sent abroad. 


Henry Short and Della Bouldin married November 
13, 1877 


I went to work on September 19, 1919, with the 
Kansas City, Mexico, and Orient Railroad in San 
Angelo as a telegrapher and station agent and was 
assigned to Knox City soon after. 

I began service with the Southern Pacific in El 
Paso in 1923. I spent 27 years working for railroads 
in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. 

In 1945, I was elected business manager of the 
Southern Pacific Hospital Department in San 
Francisco. I administered a 450-bed hospital there, 
a 100-bed hospital in Tucson, and first aid stations 
and clinics located along 13,000 miles of track in 
seven western states. We served almost 100,000 
employees. 


The Silver Moon Salon owned by Joe and Henry 
Short in the early or middle 1890's. Henry Short in 
apron. Located in the northeast corner of Twohig 
and Chadbourne St. 


My book, Railroad Doctors, Hospitals and 
Associations, traces the history and development of 
the first prepaid hospital plan serving railroad 
employees, beginning in 1867 in Sacramento, 
California. I described the great advances that have 
been made in medical care and hospitalization for 
more than a century. 

My brother Walter, always seeking new horizons, 
took his family to Alaska after World War II and on 
his death in 1981 left a dynasty of Short sons and 
grandsons to carry on family traditions there. 

My sister, Addie Ragsdale, taught school in San 
Diego until her death in 1974. My sister, Ruth Irvin, 


393 


is an elementary school principal in Belle Glade, 
Florida. 

I retired in 1966, and my wife Anne and I live on 
our ranch in Lake County, California. We have 
traveled in Australia, New Zealand, Mexico, and 
across the United States. I have never forgotten San 
Angelo or missed an opportunity to return and visit 
with friends and relatives. 

by Henry J. Short, Jr. 


SHORT, JAMES ALTON 
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James Alton Short in Korea 


James Alton Short was born February 21, 1914, 
on his parents’ (Joe and Bertha Mayfield Short) 
ranch, a few miles north of San Angelo on the “Old 
Grape Creek Road.” He attended school at Lake 
View. 

After enlisting August 3, 1937, in the United States 
Army Air Corps at Kelly Field in San Antonio, he 
was stationed at Kelly Field and Brooks Field. 
Attached to the 36th Pursuit Group, he went to 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands on January 2, 
1942. He returned to the States in May 1943, being 
separated from the 36th Pursuit Group, which was 
sent to Europe. He went to a P-47 school in 
Farmingdale, New York; then to Wendover, Utah, 
for 6 or 8 months; and then to an Overseas Replace- 
ment Depot, at Kearns, Utah. In December 1944, he 
went to Saipan in the Mariana Islands with the 6th 
Night Fighter Squadron. On Tinian Island, a very 
small island separated from Saipan by a narrow body 
of water, a very large number of B-29 bombers were 
assembling. No one knew why; they wouldn’t even 
hazard a guess. They knew something BIG was 
coming down and soon. 

All of a sudden in August 1945, the 6th Night 
Fighter Squadron was sent to Oahu to regroup with 
the portion of the Night Fighter Squadron that 
remained in Oahu in December 1944. Within days 
the BOMB was dropped on Hiroshima, by B-29’s 
that were at Tinian. The war was over. James Short 
came home in September of 1945, and to Goodfellow 
Field, where he served a tour of duty. 

Louise Coleman Ward and James were married 
February 1, 1946 in San Angelo. Louise was born 
December 26, 1915, in Alabama, coming to Roscoe 
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Louise Coleman Ward Short 


with her parents when she was a small child. 
Graduating from Roscoe High School, she entered 
Shannon Hospital School of Nursing, San Angelo, 
in 1934. She graduated in 1937. 

Louise went to work for the Big Lake Oil 
Company hospital in Texon. She had married and 
her son David was born in Texon in 1941. In 1945, 
she was a supervisor in surgery in Shannon Hospital. 
At one time, she was surgical nurse for Drs. Rufus 
L. Powers and Kye B. Round, being on call 24 hours 
a day. She worked in Radiation Therapy with Dr. 
Ballard. She retired in 1980 after 43 years in the 
nursing profession. She didn’t go with James to the 
various places he was stationed; instead James 
commuted on the weekends when the distance 
wasn’t too far. She died January 27, 1986. 

One of Louise’s brothers, Tonto Coleman, was a 
long-time football coach at San Angelo Junior High 
School. He coached at ACC in Abilene, University 
of Florida, Georgia Tech, and finally served as the 
Commissioner of the Southeastern Conference. He 
died in 1976. 

In November 1951, James went to Korea, his last 
overseas assignment. After coming home in 
September 1952, he was stationed at Randolph Air 
Force Base in San Antonio, Laughlin Air Force 
Base in Del Rio, and Webb Air Force Base in Big 
Spring, where he retired August 1959, as a Master 
Sergeant, after 22 years. 

James graduated from San Angelo Business 
College in 1961. He was employed by McKnight 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Carlsbad, in the 
accounting office as inventory clerk. After 16.5 years, 
he retired in 1978. 

The 36th Pursuit Group has held 12 reunions and 
James has attended most of them. James is looking 
forward to attending the one in October 1987 at 
McAllen. 

by Marie Triplett Foster 


SHORT, JOSIAH 
WASHINGTON and HETTIE 
(BRUMLEY) 


Josiah Washington Short was born in Tennessee, 
February 8, 1812. He married Hettie Brumley, born 


February 2, 1826, in 1846. Hettie was small, like 
J.W., and a dynamo of spunk and energy. J.W., a 
quiet and religious man, held the Bible in great 
esteem as witness the names he gave half his chil- 
dren — Martha, John, Joseph C. (or Joe), Young, 
Mary, Luke, Henry, George, Belle, and Will. J.W. 
and Hettie, with their older children, left Tennessee 
by covered wagon, moved into Mississippi and on 
to Arkansas where they farmed on the banks of the 
Ouachita River. They moved into Texas after Henry’s 
birth in 1858, staying in Montague and Cook 
Counties for a time before moving to a farm site on 
Elm Creek in Grayson County. 

J.W. and Hettie were strict, and the boys were 
trained to work hard and react quickly as a family. 
This saved their lives more than once in their 
encounters with Comanche Indians and renegades 
who infested the country after the Civil War. The 
boys learned to farm, shoot and ride herd on cattle 
at an early age. 

In one encounter with the Indians, J.W. was shot 
through the back with arrows. Hettie pulled out the 
arrows, ran a silk handkerchief through the wounds, 
doctored him, and he recovered. 

She served as a doctor on the frontier where there 
were no doctors. She treated the sick, did surgery 
with a lancet, and delivered babies. Frontier women 
had their babies and resumed work almost 
immediately. Hettie found it hard to understand why 
later generations of women required so much care 
and nursing when their babies were born. 

Most of the Short boys went on cattle drives to 
Dodge City. Luke left home, joined a drive, and went 
on to fame and legend as a professional gambler. 

The Short family moved to the San Angelo area 
in 1884. John, the oldest, came in 1886 with his wife, 
Lou, and family, and then took them farther west to 
Arizona in 1900. George and Young settled in 
Oklahoma. Joe, Will and Henry continued to farm 
and run cattle with their parents in San Angelo. J.W. 
died February 8, 1890. Will was thrown from his 
horse and killed one stormy night, March 29, 1890, 
while riding herd. 

Hettie, always industrious, continued to live at her 
home on Magdalen Street. Henry lived with her until 
he married (late) and remained protective of her in 
her old age. He and his sisters, Martha Mitchell and 
Mary Parish, were with her when shedied. 

J.W. and Hettie Short lie buried on a high and 
lonely bluff overlooking the Concho River at Ben 
Ficklin. Their son Will, and George Short’s young 
wife who died of tuberculosis in 1893, are buried 
with them. 

J.W. and Hettie met the challenges of their lives 
with courage as true Texas pioneers. 

by Ruth Short Irvin 


SHORT, JOSIAH 
WASHINGTON “JOE,” JR. 


Joe Short was born in Mississippi, May 30, 1851. 
He was the son of J.W. Short and Hettie Brumley 
Short. He moved, with his parents, brothers and 
sisters, and his grandfather, John Brumley, to North 
Texas, near St. Jo in Montague County, about the 
time of the Civil War. J.W. and Hettie had ten chil- 
dren in this order: Martha, John, Joe, Luke, Mary, 
Young, Henry, Belle, George, and Will. While living 
in North Texas, they had many encounters with the 
Comanche Indians and the “Jayhawkers,” a lawless 
class who were causing trouble after the Civil War. 


Overland Car. George Short, Joe, James, Florence, 
Curt in cap. 1917 on Grape Creek Road Home 


The Jayhawkers killed Grandpappy John Brumley 
one morning as he stepped out of the house. 

Joe and most of the family, except Luke, came to 
San Angelo and Tom Green County in 1884. Luke 
went with a trail herd to Kansas and became quite 
famous as a gambler and gunfighter in such places 
as Tombstone, Arizona, Dodge City, Kansas, and 
other gold camps in the West. 

In the 1890’s Joe and his brother Henry owned 
the Silver Moon Saloon, located on the northeast 
corner of Twohig and Chadbourne Streets. Joe 
remained in San Angelo and bought land north of 
town for as little as 75¢ to $1.25 an acre. 

Joe married Bertha Mayfield in 1905. Four 
children were born to them: Joe, Jr., who died as a 
child, Florence, Curtis and James. George was a son 
of Joe by an earlier marriage. 

Joe owned a nine-section ranch forty miles west 
of San Angelo located in the panhandle of Tom 
Green County, Reagan and Glasscock Counties. 
Kiowa Creek flowed through the ranch. In 1914, Ira 
Yates wanted to trade his ranch at Iraan for Joe’s 
nine sections, but Joe couldn’t see trading good ranch 
land for semidesert land. Not many years later, on 
the Yates ranch, one of the greatest oil fields was 
discovered. 

The Short home was on the Grape Creek Road at 
about 37th Street. 

Joe died July 25, 1935; Bertha died (age 97) in 
1978. They are buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 
Florence died about 1980. Curtis lives at Eldorado, 
and James lives in San Angelo. 

by James A. Short 


SHORT, LUKE L. 


Luke was born in Arkansas in 1854. J.W. and 
Hettie Short named their fourth son after her brother 
Luke Brumley. This Luke, a Civil War veteran, came 
to Texas and he also moved on to San Angelo. 

In their early days in Texas, Luke stayed home 
with Hettie to guard against the Indians when J.W. 
and the older boys were away. Luke was fearless, 
fast acting and accurate with a gun. Hettie could 
depend on him. They stood guard in a darkened 
cabin when Indians came. Hettie could keep the 
young ones quiet, but J.W.’s elderly father, who had 
come from England many years before, and was 
almost blind and deaf, was a problem. He would rush 
outside shouting, “You rascals you!”’ at the lurking 
Indians. 

On one such night, Indians stole their horses. Luke 
located their camp, ran miles for help, and returned 
with settlers who routed the Indians and recovered 
the horses. Old Grandpap slept through it all. On 
hearing about it next day, he grabbed a gun, rushed 


outside and took aim at a sawed-off tree, thinking it 
was an Indian. 

The Short’s Grayson County home was 73 miles 
from Ft. Worth where cattle drives started. Luke 
went on a drive to Kansas, stayed and became a 
professional gambler. 

Bat Masterson, Wyatt Earp, and other prominent 
gunfighters were his friends. The formed the famous 
“Peace Commission” which escorted him back to 
Dodge City and restored him to his place of business, 
the Long Branch Saloon, after an opposing faction 
had forced him to leave. 

Luke returned to Ft. Worth, Texas in 1884, the 
same year the Short family moved to San Angelo. 
He went into business upstairs over the plush White 
Elephant Saloon and Restaurant. By 1887 he was 
eminently successful. 

Cousin Willie Brumley Anderson, as a young girl 
in San Angelo, visited Luke and his wife Hettie at 
their fine home in Ft. Worth. They entertained her 
lavishly, bought her presents and pretty dresses, and 
fed her delicious food. She enjoyed their life style 
immensely. Luke also visited his family in San 
Angelo. He brought large trunks filled with 
expensive presents for each family member. 

Luke’s health was failing by 1890 and he was close 
to death by 1893 of a liver ailment. Joe Short went 
to Ft. Worth and tried to get him to come to San 
Angelo to be cared for by his mother, Hettie. Instead, 
he went with his wife and brother Young to Gouda 
Springs, Kansas, a mineral spa. He grew rapidly 
worse and brother Henry joined them. He died on 
September 8, 1893. They took his body back to Ft. 
Worth, where he was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

Luke Short became a legendary figure and lives 
on in history with Wyatt and Bat and his other friends 
from the cow towns and mining camps of the Old 
West.* 

*Note, Luke Short and His Era, by William R. 
Cox is well researched but many assumptions made 
by Cox about Luke are doubtful. Great Gunfighters 
of the Kansas Cowtowns, 1867-1886, by Nyle H. 
Miller and Joseph Small, Kansas State Historical 
Society, has a section on Luke which is authentic 
historical research as is also Dodge City, by Frederic 
Young, copyright, Boot Hill Museum, Dodge City, 
Kansas. 

by Ruth Short Irvin 


SHORT, ROY WAYNE 


Roy Short is the only child of Curtis and Frankie 
Short and is a grandson of Joe Short. Roy was born 
in San Angelo Clinic Hospital, June 9, 1940. He 
attended school for the first two years in Ozona, then 
finished the next ten years in the Eldorado Public 
School in Schleicher County. He graduated from 
high school in 1958 and attended two years of college 
at A.S.U. in San Angelo. 

Roy served two years in the U.S. Army with the 
46th Division of Engineers at Fort Polk, Louisiana. 
In 1966, he married Maudie Mitchell in Eldorado. 
In 1967 they moved to Fort Stockton, Texas, where 
he has been working for Firestone Tire Test for the 
last twenty years. Maudie worked at the First 
National Bank in Eldorado, then in a bank in Fort 
Stockton. For a number of years, she has worked for 
Clayton Williams Oil & Gas in Fort Stockton. 

Roy and Maudie have three children: Saundra, 
born in 1968; David, born in 1970; and Gretta, born 


in 1971. Saundra has finished high school and is 

starting this semester at A.S.U. as a freshman in 1987. 

David and Gretta will be juniors in the Fort Stockton 

High School. They all stay busy and are great people. 
by Frankie Short 


SHORT, WALTER L. and 
GRACE (PRICE) 


Walter was born in San Angelo to Henry and Della 
Short on January 13, 1900. He had the pioneering 
stamp of his grandparents, J.W. and Hettie Short — 
the restless urge to explore and move on. He served 
in World War I as a Marine and engaged in heavy 
hand-to-hand combat in France and Germany. 

He went to Arizona after the war and homesteaded 
land near Wickenburg. He came back to Texas and 
worked as a railroad clerk at Knox City. He met 
Grace Price, also a clerk, and they were married in 
1922. 

Their first son Lynn, who died as a young child, 
was born in 1924 in San Angelo where Walter 
worked on a ranch for a short time. He then worked 
on the Southern Pacific railroad in California and in 
Phoenix, Arizona for Standard Oil. He returned to 
his homestead and Curtis Wayne was born there in 
1926. Walter and his brother Henry bought a grocery 
store in Gila Bend, Arizona, and Walter moved there 
to run it. Bill D. was born in Tucson in 1930. Henry 
and Walter bought a service station and they built a 
tourist court which Walter managed. 

Walter then bought and moved to a farm near 
Glendale, Arizona. Robert Neal was born there in 
1932. 

Walter sold this farm and bought another near 
Delta, Colorado. It was here that he began to dream 
of going to Alaska. He moved to Oregon in 1936 
and it was there they discovered that Bill had 
osteomylitis. He needed expensive medical care to 
save his leg and it was impossible for them to go to 
Alaska so Walter bought a place near Bend, Oregon. 
Bill finally recovered. 

Wayne joined the Navy and was sent to the South 
Pacific. Walter went to Alaska to work as a carpenter 
for acannery at Tyee during the summers of ’44 and 
°45,. 

Wayne was discharged from the Navy and in April, 
1946, Walter bought a fishing boat and the family 
took it by steamship to Petersburg and began their 
career in commercial fishing. They also began their 
life in the wilderness, in a cabin they built, at Surprise 
Harbor, near Tyee, on Admiralty Island. Seven years 
later they bought the trading post in another lonely 
spot on Barinoff Island. Walter Short realized his 
dream in full measure and his sons gained a strong 
foothold in a land they love. 

Wayne told their story in a best-selling book he 
wrote that was published by Random House in 1962. 
It is called The Cheechakoes — the greenhorns. 
Greenhorns they were, when they went to Alaska, 
but they made it. 

Walter died in 1982. Grace lives with Wayne and 
his family in Petersburg. 

by Wayne Short 
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SHORT, WAYNE and 
BARBARA (MARTIN) 


Wayne and Barbara Martin met at the Southern 
Pacific Hospital in San Francisco, California. She 
was a nurse and he had come to work there as a 
carpenter, off season from fishing. They were 
married in 1954 and Wayne took his bride to the 
family’s lonely trading post at Warm Springs Bay 
on Barinoff Island, Alaska. 

Wayne had a young son, Luke, born in 1952, by 
an earlier marriage. Mark was born to Wayne and 
Barbara in 1955, Michael in 1957, Lafe in 1968 and 
Patrick in 1970. Luke, Mark and Mike are married. 
Wayne and Barbara have five grandchildren. Wayne 
has been a building contractor and has worked at 
many other things, but at the present time he has 
returned to fishing. 

Two years after Barbara and Wayne were married, 
two friends of hers who were also nurses came to 
visit. That is how Bill came to marry Shirley and 
Robert to marry Joyce. All three girls proved to have 
the pioneering spirit of their husbands. 

Bill and Shirley [lege were married in 1957 and 
Joseph was born to them in 1960, Jackie in 1961, 
and Sue in 1963. Joe and Sue are married and each 
has a child. Bill and Shirley live at Kake where Bill 
and young Joe have a big general store. Young Joe 
is branching out in many areas. 

Robert and Joyce Le Duc were married in 1957. 
They had two daughters, Heather born in 1959 and 
Molly born in 1962. Robert lost his life at sea in 
1966. Heather is married and has a daughter. Joyce 
remarried and no longer lives in Alaska. 

Wayne wrote This Raw Land, another best seller 
which was published by Random House in 1962. 
He narrated many events in the lives of his family 
and the exciting things that happened to him and 
Barbara after he took her to Alaska. This book and 
The Cheechakoes have gone through two editions 
and an edition of each has been printed in the United 
Kingdom and France. Both books may come out in 
paperback, soon. 

by Wayne Short 


SIMCIK, CLIFTON 
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Clifton Alvin Simcik was born April 7, 1922, in 
Granger, Williamson County, Texas, to Josef (Joe) 
and Agnes (Repa) Simcik. 

In 1928, the Simcik family moved from 
Williamson County to Tom Green County. Clifton 
was six years old at the time and remembers the 
family shipped their belongings by box car and 
traveled in a Model T all day over mostly dirt roads 
to arrive at their new home. The Simciks were 
farmers and at first leased a farm in the Fairview 
Community (1928 till 1934). They farmed with 
horses until 1937 when they bought their first 
tractor. In 1934 Joe Simcik used his $700 Veteran’s 
bonus from World War I and borrowed the balance 
to buy his own farm. It was located in the Scherz 
Community — 160 acres of solid Johnson grass and 
cockleburs. They worked very hard for many years 
clearing their place to be the fine farm it is today. 

In addition to crop farming, Clifton and Joe Simcik 
were partners in the dairy business for 16 years 
(1946-1962). 

Clifton enlisted in the United States Navy in June 
1942 and was discharged in March 1946. He was an 
Aviation Chief Machinist Mate serving in the Navy 
Air Transport Squadron mostly in Seattle, Alaska 
and the Aleutian Islands. 


Clifton and Angeline Simcik and daughters - 1984 


On October 25, 1947, he married Angeline Alice 
Michalik (born August 28, 1929, in Taylor, Texas). 
Angeline’s parents were Anton and Emilie (Jansa) 
Michalik. 

Clifton and Angeline met at the Wall Brethren 
Church where the Simciks and Michaliks were both 
early families. Being raised and married in the Wall 
Brethren Church, the Simciks have remained very 
active members of that congregation; Clifton serving 
on the Board of Elders 15 years and Angeline active 
in the Christian Sisters organization. They are also 
very supportive of the Sunday School and all other 
areas of the Church. 

After their marriage, Clifton and Angeline made 
their home on the Simcik farm south of San Angelo. 
They have farmed and ranched all their lives. In 
1950, they purchased their own farm adjoining the 
original farm. Then in 1980, they bought a ranch 
south of their farm. They are one of the few families 
raising cattle, goats and sheep all at the same time, 
thus producing the natural fibers of cotton, wool and 
mohair simultaneously in addition to crop farming. 

And, as if that wasn’t enough to keep them busy, 
the Simciks also “produced”’ and raised five 
daughters: Janet, Cindy, Kathy, Peggy and Nancy. 
Clifton and Angeline have twelve grandchildren: 
Grant and Garrett Huling, Andrea and Wade Martin, 
David and Chelsea Holland, April and James 
Varnadore, Shauna and Bryan Black, and Hayden 
and Haylee Oliver. 


Clifton attended Fairview School from grades one 
through nine and recalls riding his horse, Daisy, to 
school every day — 10 miles one way and having a 
flat sandwich to eat for lunch. Clifton later returned 
to serve this rural school as a School Board Member 
for 12 years (1958-1970). Their five daughters also 
attended Fairview, where Angeline, too, was an 
active supporter working with PTA, room mother, 
etc, 

Clifton has been a member of Farm Bureau in Tom 
Green County for 40 years, 25 years as a Director. 
He has served on the Board of Directors for Texas 
Production Credit Association for 16 years; and the 
Lipan Creek Flood Control District 22 years. An avid 
believer in conservation, Clifton supports programs 
such as the Great Plains Soil Conservation Program 
and each year cooperates with SCS in range 
management and cultivated crop land programs. He 
is also a member of the Wall Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Wall Young Farmers. 

by Cindy Simcik Martin 


SIMCIK, WILFORD JOE 


Wilford Joe Simcik was born on October 30, 1923, 
near Granger, Williamson County, Texas. He married 
Georgia Emilie Michalik (born February 22, 1927, 
near Taylor, Texas) on August 24, 1947, at the Wall 
Brethren Church. They have made their home in San 
Angelo since. They have four daughters: Deborah 
Jean, married to John Benjamin Nichols, Jr.; 
Rebecca Ann, married to H. Andrew Dickson; 
Elizabeth Ellen, married to William C. McCarver; 
and Paula Kay, married to Richard A. Palmer, Jr. At 
present, Wilford and Georgia have five grandsons 
and one granddaughter. 

Both Wilford and Georgia graduated from San 
Angelo High School and San Angelo Junior College. 
Wilford served as a flight engineer and top turret 
gunner on the B-17 and B-26 bombers during World 
War II. After marriage, Wilford was employed as a 
salesman with Nabisco, McCormick and Company, 
and Alamo Iron Works, retiring from that company 
on October 1, 1986. Georgia graduated from 
Shannon Hospital School of Nursing in 1947, and 
has been employed there in the obstetrics depart- 
ment for the past 30 years. 

Wilford’s parents were Joe and Agnes Simcik. Joe 
came to the United States from Czechoslovakia at 
the age of nine, and settled with his family in 
Williamson County. Agnes was a second generation 
American, her family also having emigrated from 
Czechoslovakia. After Joe and Agnes married, they 
moved to West Texas, farming in the Fairview/ 
Schertz community. They were charter members of 
the Wall Brethren Church. Agnes died in 1970; Joe 
died in 1980. 

Georgia’s parents were Anton and Emilie 
Michalik. Both were first generation Americans; their 
families also emigrated from Czechoslovakia. They 
moved to West Texas after they were married, and 
settled their family near Mereta. They farmed land 
east of San Angelo until Anton died in 1957. Emilie 
passed away in 1983. 

Both Wilford and Georgia are members of the Wall 
Brethren Church. Wilford is an active member of 
the East Angelo Lions Club. 

by W.J. Simcik 


SIMS, HENRY ISAAC 


Henry Isaac Sims was born on February 26, 1876 
at Cotton Gin, Freestone County, Texas, being the 
eldest of ten children born to Joseph Heard and Willie 
A. Roberts Sims. 

He married Mary Drake in Freestone County on 
May 29, 1898 and they had three children: Clyde, 
J.H. and Henry Roy. In 1915, the family moved to 
Tom Green County, Texas, and settled on a farm near 
Veribest where they were engaged in farming and 
also in the registered Rambouillet sheep breeding 
business. 

The first two irrigation wells drilled in Tom Green 
County were drilled on the Sims’ farm by Henry 
Isaac and his son, J.H. in 1926. 

His life was devoted to his family, his church, the 
First Presbyterian Church of San Angelo, and his 
chosen occupation, farming. 

This jolly Scotch-Irishman was well known for 
his sense of humor and contagious smile and through 
his long life, he abstained from the use of tea, coffee, 
tobacco and alcohol. 

His beloved wife, Mary, died at their home on their 
farm two miles east of Veribest, on April 23, 1949. 
Henry Isaac lived to the age of 87, dying July 16, 
1963, in San Angelo. They are both buried in the 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Mrs. Bert Brewer 


SIMS, J.H. 


Mi. 


J.H. Sims was born February 28, 1901, in Cotton 
Gin, Freestone County, Texas, to Henry Isaac and 
Mary Drake Sims. 

He came to Tom Green County from Freestone 
County with his family in 1915 and lived on the 
family farm located two miles east of Veribest all of 
his life. He was married to Onie Irene Dyess, who 
was born August 23, 1902, on January 1, 1922, and 
they had one daughter, Ethelbert, who was born July 
14, 1927. She married E.J. Carter II on November 8, 
1945, and they had two children, Janis Kay, born 
December 17, 1952, and James Lewis, born April 
13, 1955. Janis married Charles E. Raynor and has 
two daughters, Jessica Noel and Amanda Rene. 
James (Jim) married Barbara Ann Davis and they 
have one son, E.J. Carter III. E.J. Carter II died May 
6, 1965 and Ethelbert married Dick Brewer on April 
30, 1971. 

After their marriage, J.H. and Onie made their 
home on the Sims’ farm and J.H. was a farmer and 
rancher, retiring in 1966. 

He and his father installed the first two irrigation 
wells in the Lipan Flat in 1926. He raised registered 
Rambouillet sheep and judged many area sheep 
shows. In his farming operation, he raised and sold 
certified milo and registered blocked seed. 


J.H. and Onie Sims : 


J.H. was always seriously interested in the 
progress of his area and served on the Three Rivers 
dams project and was on the Board of Directors of 
the Rural Electric Association. He and Onie were 
members of the Veribest United Methodist Church, 
she being a charter member. 

He died November 3, 1980, at the age of 79 and 
Onie died at the age of 81 on August 12, 1984. They 
both are buried in the Fairmount Cemetery in San 
Angelo. 

by Mrs. Bert Brewer 


SISCO, GEORGE BARHAM, SR., 
and ALICE (WEDDELL) 


Alice and George Sisco. Taken October 1986 at the 
First United Methodist Church, Water Valley, TX 


One of the oldest towns in Texas was the birthplace 
of George Barham Sisco, Sr. The eldest son of John 
William Barham Sisco and Fannie Lou Gaston Sisco, 
George was born on April 8, 1919, on the Sisco farm 
six miles East of Nacogdoches. 

George attended school through the eighth grade 
at a two-teacher country school called Oak Ridge, 
then went to Nacogdoches High School where he 
graduated in 1935. After working for a few months 
in a cotton gin, George enrolled in Stephen F. Austin 
College in Nacogdoches in the spring of 1936, and 
received a B.S. degree in 1940. He received a 
graduate assistantship in accounting at Texas A&M, 
where he was an assistant teacher of accounting and 
worked toward his Masters Degree. After a year and 
a half, World War II interrupted his education, and 
he joined the Army Air Corps as an aviation cadet. 
After completing his flight training at Foster Field 
in Victoria, Texas on September 6, 1942, and 
graduating as a second lieutenant, George was 
assigned to Goodfellow Field at San Angelo, Texas, 
where he served three years as a flight instructor. He 
was honorably discharged in September 1945 with 
the rank of Captain. 

On a visit to the George J. Weddell ranch at Water 
Valley in January 1944, he met Alice Irene Weddell, 
who was then a high school senior. Alice was actually 
living in San Angelo during the week with her 
grandmother, Sadie Jones Weddell, in order to attend 
San Angelo High School. Alice graduated from high 
school that spring and attended Texas Tech College 
during the fall semester. 


On January 27, 1945, Alice and George were 
married at the home of her parents, Irene and George 
Weddell. Alice and George had two children, Helen 
and Barney. Helen Irene Sisco was born in San 
Angelo on April 24, 1946. She married James Lynn 
Glass on March 22, 1969. George Barham Sisco, Jr. 
(Barney) was born on April 15, 1949, in San Angelo. 
He married Charlotte Foster on January 15, 1972. 

As a young married couple, Alice and George lived 
in an apartment in San Angelo while George was 
stationed at Goodfellow Field. After his discharge 
from the Air Force, they went to College Station 
where George re-enrolled in Texas A&M to complete 
his work toward a M.S. in accounting. Upon 
graduation in 1946, he returned to San Angelo and 
took a job with the accounting firm of Chapman and 
Hall, later purchasing Mr. Chapman’s interest and 
changing the name of the firm to Hall and Sisco. He 
later passed the exam to become a Certified Public 
Accountant. Then in 1949 George sold his interest 
in the firm to Marvin Hall, and moved his family to 
the country in order to embark on a career in ranching 
with his father-in-law, George J. Weddell, at Water 
Valley. They raised sheep and cattle, and George 
maintained a private practice as a C.P.A., with Alice 
as his secretary. During the drought of the early 
1950’s, George taught school one year at the Water 
Valley School, while Alice fed the livestock on the 
ranch. 

George Sisco was active in community affairs, 
serving on the Tom Green County ASCS Committee 
for eleven years. He also served for three years on 
the Board of Directors for the Concho Valley Electric 
Co-op. He is presently a director of the Texas Sheep 
and Goat Raisers Association, and a member of the 
Texas and Southwest Cattle Raisers Association, the 
San Angelo Chapter of the Texas Society of Certified 
Public Accountants, and the Tom Green County 
Appraisal District Review Board. George was named 
the outstanding Conservation Rancher for 1986 by 
the Tom Green County Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

As in any small community, members get involved 
in their churches and their school. Both George and 
Alice were active members of the First United 
Methodist Church at Water Valley, and strong 
supporters of school activities, with George serving 
nineteen years on the school board, and Alice 
remaining active in the P.T.A. Alice also served as 
First Vice-President of the Women’s Auxiliary of the 
Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Association and 
Chairman of the Twin Mountain Unit, as well as 
chaperoning the Miss Wool of Texas pageants in the 
1960’s. She is a member of the Pocahontas Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and 
the Water Valley bridge club. 

Alice and George have five grandchildren. George 
Barham Sisco III (Trey) and Ty Foster Sisco, children 
of Charlotte and Barney Sisco, live with their parents 
and near their grandparents on the ranch at Water 
Valley. Alice Elizabeth Glass, James Wesley Glass, 
and Jamie Ruth Glass live on a ranch in Glasscock 
County with their parents, Helen and Lynn Glass. 

by Alice Weddell Sisco 


SISCO, GEORGE BARHAM, JR., 
and CHARLOTTE (FOSTER) 


On April 15, 1949, George Barham Sisco, Jr. 
(Barney) was born at St. John’s Hospital, San Angelo, 
Texas. His parents are George Barham Sisco, Sr., 
and Alice Irene Weddell Sisco of Water Valley, Texas. 
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George Barham Sisco, Jr., Ty, Charlotte, and Trey, 
Christmas 1983 


Barney came directly from the hospital to the ranch 
home of his grandparents, George James Weddell 
and Irene Baker Weddell, where his family lived for 
one year while building their home a few hundred 
yards from the Weddell home. 

Barney attended Water Valley High School, 
graduating in 1967. While a senior at Water Valley 
High School he met his wife, Charlotte Foster from 
Sterling City, Texas. Barney was active in all school 
activities, lettering four years in football and 
basketball. In the fall of 1967 he enrolled at Texas 
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, graduating in 
1971 with a B.S. degree in agriculture. He was a 
member of the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity, the Rodeo 
Association, and on the dean’s list at Tech. 

Upon graduating from Texas Tech, Barney and 
Charlotte were married at Sterling City, on January 
15, 1972. They moved into the Weddell home at 
Water Valley where they presently live. They have 
two sons, George Barham Sisco III (Trey), born July 
21, 1976, and Ty Foster Sisco born July 20, 1979. 
Both boys attend Water Valley school. 

Barney has served on the Water Valley School 
Board for eleven years and was a member of the 
board that constructed the new high school building. 
He is a director of the San Angelo Stock Show and 
Rodeo Association, a committeeman for FH.A., a 
director of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers 
Association, chairman of the Goat Roping Com- 
mittee, and serves on the Steer Roping committee. 
He and Charlotte are members of the First United 
Methodist Church of Water Valley, Texas. 

Charlotte, the daughter of Clyde Ross Foster and 
Margaret Skeete Foster of Sterling City, was born 
April 11, 1952. Her grandparents were Mr. and Mrs. 
Rufus Foster of Sterling City and Mr. and Mrs. John 
Skeete. She lived in Sterling County all her life, and 
after graduating from Sterling City High School in 
1970, enrolled at Angelo State University. In 1971 
she transferred to Texas Tech University. Upon 
Barney’s graduation in December of 1971, they were 
married and moved to the ranch at Water Valley 
where they have lived their entire married life. 

Charlotte is also active in the Texas Sheep and 
Goat Raisers Association, serving as treasurer for 
the Women’s Auxiliary from 1982-1986. She has 
been Superintendent of the Food Division at the San 
Angelo Stock Show and Rodeo for ten years. 
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Charlotte belongs to the Water Valley Bridge Club 
and is a past president of the Women’s Golf 
Association at Bentwood Country Club. 

by Alice Weddell Sisco 


SLATE, KENNETH MORTON 


Kenneth Morton Slate (born January 24, 1923, 
Bagwell, Red River County, Texas) married Suzanne 
Davis (born December 30, 1926, in Waco, Texas) 
March 4, 1950, in San Angelo, in the First Baptist 
Church. 

After graduating from Jacksboro High School, 
Kenneth worked with his father, Bert Slate, until 
he went into the Air Force December 17, 1942. 
Kenneth served his country for three years in the 
South Pacific. Upon being honorably discharged, 
Kenneth came to San Angelo to go to San Angelo 
Junior College. 

After graduating from San Angelo Junior College 
in June 1948, Kenneth went to Texas Wesleyan 
College in Fort Worth, Texas. Kenneth graduated 
from Texas Wesleyan College in December 1949, 
and came to San Angelo, where he started working 
for Gandy’s Dairies on March 10, 1950. He is still 
working for Gandy’s. 

Suzanne went to San Angelo public schools and 
to San Angelo Junior College. 

Kenneth and Suzanne are active in the First 
Baptist Church, and Angelo State Ex-Student 
Association. Kenneth is active in the Downtown 
Optimists Club, Personnel Association and Gandy’s 
Quarter-Century Club. 

Kenneth and Suzanne have two sons: Douglas 
Franklin and Stanley Morton. Both sons live and 
work in San Angelo. 

by Suzanne Davis Slate 


SMELLEY, DONALD EDWIN 
and SHIRLEY RUTH 


Shirley Ruth Payne and husband Donald Edwin 
Smelley. Shirley Ruth was born and raised in Tom 
Green County near the small community of Harriett. 
She is the daughter of Jake and Lorenia Payne 


Shirley Ruth Payne, born October 26, 1935, was 
the eighth child born to Jake and Lorenia Payne of 
Harriett. Shirley attended school at Harriett through 


the sixth grade, completing the next six in San 
Angelo, where she graduated as the Outstanding 
Student in Home Economics, as well as being a gold 
star recipient in the 4-H Club. 

After completing high school, Shirley attended 
San Angelo Junior College and Texas Woman’s 
University in Denton. Shirley Ruth married Donald 
Edwin Smelley on April 17, 1958, in San Angelo. 
Donald, born August 4, 1935, is the son of Ray 
William and Mary Reimers Smelley of Weatherford, 
Texas. 

Donald and Shirley Ruth moved to a farm home 
just south of Peaster to begin their lives together. 
Donald graduated from Texas A&M University in 
January before the April wedding. In 1961, the 
Smelleys went into the dairy business and have 
operated the Flat Rock Dairy for over 26 years. 
Shirley Ruth returned to college after the five 
daughters were in school, and completed a Bachelor 
of Science Degree at Tarleton University. 

They have five daughters: 


The granddaughters of Jake and Lorenia Payne, the 
daughters of Donald and Shirley Smelley. 
Standing (L-R): Sherri Janai, Shirley Donice. 
Seated: Sherron Ranae Smelley Deaver, Sharla 
Jayne, Sheryl Danycee Smelley Bradford 


Sherri Janai, born January 16, 1959, holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Texas A&M and 
teaches Special Education in the Fort Worth School 
system. 

Sheryl Danycee, born September 18, 1960, 
married Jim Bradford, born March 20, 1961, and he 
is the son of Bob and Gayle Malone Bradford of 
Weatherford. Sheryl holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree from Texas Tech and is a coach and teacher 
at Peaster School. 

Sherron Ranae, born October 9, 1963, married 
Brian Carroll Deaver, born April 21, 1961, who is 
the son of Hoyt Carroll and Billie Faye Pearson 
Deaver of Brock, Texas. They have one son: John 
William (Will) Deaver, born December 24, 1986. 
Sherron holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from 
Texas Woman’s University and is employed with the 
Texas Bank in Weatherford. 

Sharla Jayne, born November 10, 1964, is a 
graduate of Texas A&M University and is presently 
on the faculty at Baylor University as a BSU 
Missions Co-ordinator. 

Shirley Donice, born February 14, 1969, graduated 
from Peaster High School and is a freshman at 
Weatherford College. 

The Smelley family was named the Great 
American Family of the Year in 1985, cited for their 
outstanding and dedicated service to their community 
and country. The Smelleys were named the 
Outstanding Young Dairy Farmers in the County. 
Both Donald and Shirley are Honorary Chapter 


Farmers of the Peaster FFA Chapter. Donald is also 
an Honorary State Farmer. Donald served 15 years 
on the Peaster ISD Board of Trustees. He presently 
serves as Chairman of the Board of Deacons at the 
First Baptist Church of Peaster, as well as teaches 
Sunday School. Shirley directs the choir and assists 
with the music ministry. Shirley received 
Distinguished Service Awards from the Peaster 
Athletic Association, The Peaster Lions Club and 
the Peaster Board of Education for her efforts in 
writing the Peaster news in a weekly column. 
by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


SMISSEN, MAXIMILIAN 
ZEUNER and CATHERINE 
(SCHUSTER) 


Maximilian Z. Smissen at wedding time 


Maximilian Zeuner Smissen was born in Berlin, 
Germany, in 1849 of a distinguished prominent 
family of means and nobility. There are four coats 
of arms in the family, dating very early from Brabant 
Province, Holland, close to Kaiser Wilhelm’s 
Imperial Court. His grandfather served as court 
chamberlain to William I, Emperor of Prussia. As a 
boy he was the playmate of future Emperor William 
Il of Prussia. He was a lieutenant in the Franco- 
Prussian War and was honored for high service. 

At the close of the war, he forsook a brilliant 
military career to come to America, arriving in 1872 
at the age of 23. Shortly after, he settled in Texas 
and purchased a ranch, Section 16, Block 12, 
Southern Pacific Railroad Survey, Texas State Map, 
during the era when Texas was a proud republic. 
Young Maximilian was indeed very industrious and 
highly educated, out to conquer new worlds. His 
military training, wisdom in the ways of the world, 
and wealth facilitated the prosperous road upon 
which he embarked. The young and enterprising 
nobleman chose his new career, that of cattleman, 
and by purchasing that section of land next to 
Sterling City in Sterling County, became one of the 
first settlers of that part of Texas. Section 16, Block 
12, was later sold to W.L. Foster and is now owned 
by Larry and Linda Horwood, Trustees. 


Kate Smissen, age 21, with son Henry, 7 months 


In 1877, while traveling through Savannah, 
Andrew County, Missouri, he met Catherine 
Schuster, eldest daughter of August Schuster, banker 
and a man of means, very prominent in Savannah 
and St. Joseph. Catherine had attended St. Vincent 
on the Hudson, a school for young debutantes. Her 
mother was Elizabeth Graff. The Schusters were 
Prussians the same as Maximilian. Saying has it that 
when Maximilian and Catherine met, it was love at 
first sight. They were married in Savannah in 1878. 
She was 19; he was 29. It was a most noted wedding 
of the time. Catherine Schuster suffered a tragic loss: 
only four months after her wedding her mother 
passed away. Elizabeth Graff was 38 years old. 

After the wedding, Maximilian took his young 
bride to his ranch on the North Concho River of 
Texas. They traveled by train to Fort Worth and from 
there by stagecoach to the ranch. At the time, the 
closest neighbor was the Ben Ficklin Mail Station. 
Maximilian and Catherine prospered in the cattle 
raising business. They purchased and leased many 
parcels of land, became very prominent in the area 
with a host of friends and business associates. 

At this juncture, let me inform the reader that M.Z. 
Smissen, although very wealthy and prosperous at 
cattle raising, was reluctant to own more land. He 
stated his philosophy to the world that “it just didn’t 
make sense to pay $2.00 an acre to buy land and pay 
taxes on it, when you could lease it for five cents an 
acre!”’ What a fallacious statement that turned out to 
be! 

They had many brands registered. The first was 
the SOE registered at San Angelo in 1880, although 
San Angelo was in Tom Green, over fifty miles from 
the ranch. Remember, Tom Green was the county 
seat until it was partitioned in 1884. Catherine 
registered her own brand, x the sleeping K, “the 
sleeping K” for Katharina, as her name is spelled in 
German. 

As their family grew, so did their prominence and 
friends. Amongst them were Judge Joseph Spence 
and his wife, Fanny Metcalfe Spence, very close and 
dear friends who spent their honeymoon at the 
Smissen Ranch by the North Concho River. 
Catherine wrote in later years of the many kindnesses 
of Fanny Spence during the babyhood of Harry, her 
first born son, my father. Maximilian and Catherine 


also built a home in Colorado City in Mitchell 
County, where they resided for some time. They also 
resided at Zoulard’s residence in San Angelo. 
Maximilian and Catherine also sent cattle in drives, 
for fattening, to “The Nations,” Oklahoma Territory. 
Of course, in many areas where they raised cattle, 
the “Old West’’ didn’t go unscathed from the usual 
depredations of the time: rustling, horse-thieving, 
fence-cutting, murder, range wars, saloon brawls, the 
“soiled doves” of the time that went hand in hand 
with the heavy guzzling of “barley corn.” Such is a 
caption from the San Angelo Standard of May 21, 
1885: “Deceased, a cowboy named Blake died on 
Tuesday morning after being shot in the stomach 
while on a roundup at the mouth of the Tepe, a 
tributary to Main Concho. Mr. Blake was an 
employee of M.Z. Smissen. Shooter, a cowboy by 
the name of McCarren, (was) employed by Jim Hiler. 
McCarren was arrested by Sheriff of Colorado City, 
in that city, where he went to get paid.” Not far from 
the ranch, Frank and Jesse James made their 
appearance while on the dodge from the law in 
Missouri. They saw and praised the good pasture 
and decided to stay a while. They knew a rancher by 
the name of Cosby, a friend from the Quantrell days. 
The James boys hunted buffalo, and since they didn’t 
want to chance being seen, friend Cosby sold the 
hides. They were also able to bring brood mares from 
Missouri to raise horses. They stayed about six years 
and left the area. Folks who later saw the area spoke 
of the large amount of bleached bones. The place is 
called James Hollow to his day. 

While secretary of the Colorado and Concho Stock 
Association, M.Z. Smissen was delegated to go to 
Austin and speak to the Assembly in behalf of the 
Association to obtain help, due to the large amount 
of rustling occurring in the area. 

Maximilian and Catherine were flooded out twice, 
the first time in the great flood of 1882 which washed 
away Ben Ficklin and caused many deaths and 
extensive damage. 

Whenever M.Z. Smissen was coming or going 
through San Angelo, he was an interesting person to 
be interviewed for news of his doings, as was his 
wife Catherine, whether going to San Antonio to visit 
their sons, Harry and Alfred, at the academy, or news 
of their cattle dealings and transactions. There are 
41 pages of deeds that concern M.Z. and Catherine 
and their families in the San Angelo Standard 
newspapers current at the time and preserved in 
microfilm at the Henderson Library at Angelo State 
University. Such items as “Mr. M.Z. Smissen hired 
Choctaw George to teach him how to ride a 
bicycle,” are both interesting and humorous. The 
colonial type of handwriting used in those days is 
very difficult to make out and not very legible to 
read by our standards. The notary public seal was 
made by hand; it would indeed give a modern 
secretary a trying and exasperating time. 

August Schuster, Catherine’s father, had many 
business dealings with his son-in-law, M.Z. Smissen, 
all in a cordial and friendly atmosphere, to the extent 
of naming him his representative with power of 
attorney to act in his stead. A. Schuster also donated 
land to his daughter for the price of one dollar, she 
being a highly educated and capable person, and 
indeed capable to administer her personal wealth as 
evidenced by her legacy and deeds. Maximilian and 
Catherine lived a full and interesting life in the North 
Concho River area of Texas. They began disposing 
of their extensive land holdings in 1897 after residing 
in the North Concho River area for almost 20 years. 
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As M.Z. Smissen’s health started to fail, they moved 
to Fort Worth, selling their last parcel of property, 
Section 16, Block 12, Southern Pacific Railroad 
Survey, to W.L. Foster in 1903. Six years later, 
Maximilian Zeuner Smissen passed away due to 
nephritis at his home, 1406 West Daggett, Fort Worth, 
Texas. M.Z. was a member of the Elks Lodge. He 
was 60 years old at time of death. Catherine moved 
from Fort Worth to reside with her only daughter, 
Hilda Smissen Buck, in Kokomo, Indiana. She 
passed away there in 1937. Catherine outlived her 
husband by 28 years. 

M.Z. Smissen is buried at Greenwood, Mount 
Olivet Cemetery in Fort Worth, Tarrant County, 
Texas. 

Catherine is buried at Crown Point Cemetery in 
Kokomo, Howard County, Indiana. 

A large history book could be written about the 
full lives of M.Z. and Catherine Smissen. 

by George Rene Smissen and wife 
Cloty Smissen; Helen Wilson, niece and 
custodian of family records 


CHILDREN OF M.Z. and 
CATHERINE SMISSEN 


Henry August Smissen, first born son, my father, 
was born in 1880 in the ranch stable on the bank of 
the North Concho River. While we were growing 
up in Cuba, our father used to tell us fascinating 
stories of his life while growing up at the ranch, 
stories of ponies, cattle, stampedes, roundups, 
branding time, their meals, their music, bronco- 
busting, their girl friends, their travels, and about 
some tough hombres from the time. When in San 
Angelo one time while he was still small, there was 
a shooting, and Henry being curious, of course, 
somehow got some blood splattered on his Sunday- 
go-to-meeting clothes. 

About traveling in those days — they always tried 
to make it to a neighbor’s place by sundown, or a 
safe place from the weather. He told us a neighbor’s 
place was never locked, a sort of reciprocal unwritten 
law. He was an excellent judge of horseflesh and 
cattle, an expert marksman and hunter. He had a 
way of explaining ranch life. He was not spoiled 
because his parents were well off; according to him, 
it was the contrary. He attended San Antonio 
Academy, was left halfback on the champion 1899 
football team, was captain and second baseman of 
the second place baseball team. He graduated with 
honors and chose to attend the University of 
Pennsylvania. In 1902, just after the Spanish 
American War, Henry was employed by the Sevilla 
Lumber Company of Poughkeepsie, New York, as 
cutting superintendent in-charge, in Oriente 
Province, Cuba, a position he held for many years. 
He married Petronila Medina, a lady of Spanish 
descent (my mother). They had eight children, five 
boys and three girls. Henry also bought and sold 
oxen for zafra time (the harvest of sugar cane). 
Always self-employed, he represented various 
products for American companies. In 1927, in 
partnership with another American, he started to 
build a salt water boiler factory. (That’s to boil sea 
water to make salt, a process 24 hours a day, no 
letup due to bad weather). The location was at 
Baltiquiri, near the U.S. Naval Base at Guantanamo. 
Before completion, Henry had invested $45,000, a 
healthy sum in those days. In 1929, the stock market 
collapsed, wiping out hope of completion, as severely 
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bad economic times set in. Henry was a fiercely 
proud Texan, always observing American holidays 
by displaying the American flag, a fair and just man, 
respected by his friends and business associates, a 
devoted father and family man. Due to severely bad 
economic conditions, Henry decided to return to the 
United States with his family in 1932. Henry A. 
Smissen was a Mason. He passed away at Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, in 1935. 

Alfred Maximilian Smissen was born in 1881 at 
Missouri Ranch on the North Concho River, 45 miles 
above Fort Concho, Tom Green County, Texas. 
Alfred grew up with Henry on the ranch, also 
attended San Antonio Academy, was pitcher on the 
same baseball team Henry was in 1899. He was 
owner of the Subway Restaurant in Fort Worth, and 
was caterer to the Texas National Guard. He died at 
Fort Worth, Texas, in 1938. His wife was Marie 
Smissen; they had no children. 

Emma Elizabeth Smissen died in infancy at 
Colorado City, Mitchell County, Texas. She was born 
in 1883. 

Hilda Smissen Buck was born in 1885 at 
Savannah, Andrew County, Missouri; she grew up 
at the ranch until 1897 when the family moved to 
Fort Worth. In 1906, she met Oliver Hulbert Buck. 
They were married in St. Louis, Missouri and had 
no children. They established themselves in 
Kokomo, Indiana, where Mr. Buck was affiliated 
with the Worth Wire Works. After the death of her 
father, M.Z., her mother and younger brothers went 
to Kokomo, where they resided together. Hilda Buck 
passed away in 1965 in Kokomo, Indiana. 

Theodore Neal Smissen was born at Kansas City, 
Missouri in 1889. He married Loula Frank Dawson 
in 1922, and they had two daughters, Katherine and 
Claire Neal. Ted was circulation manager of the 
newspapers, Daily Oklahoman, and Oklahoma City 
Times, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Ted passed 
away in Oklahoma City in 1970. 

Horace Clark Smissen was born at the ranch, 
Section 16, Block 12 Southern Pacific Railroad 
Survey, Sterling County, Texas. He was living with 
the family in Kokomo. Horace lettered in basketball 
at Kokomo High and was a member of the team that 
went to the state tournament. He enlisted in the army 
after graduating. After the war, he went to Arizona 
to establish himself in the cotton business and 
became one of the largest exporters of cotton in that 
region. He met and married his wife, Helen. He was 
a member of the Masonic order to which he was 
devotedly attached for several years. He served as 
patrol leader for the Zariba Shrine, Phoenix, Arizona. 
Due to poor health he returned to Kokomo, Indiana, 
where he passed away in 1929. He had no children. 

The youngest member of the family, William Price 
Smissen, attended Ohio State University. He was the 
original patent holder of automotive wheel weights. 
W.P. Smissen managed two plants, one at Kokomo 
and another at Murfreesboro, Tennessee. He was 
very active in Republican political circles. He 
divorced his first wife, Hilda Golightly; they had no 
children. He married his second wife, Mabel Walker, 
who had two children by a previous marriage; Martha 
Walker and Harold John Walker. William Price 
Smissen died in Kokomo, Indiana, in 1964. 

There are no surviving members of the Maximilian 
Z. and Catherine Smissen children, but of that union 
there are over 100 descendants. 

In memory of that proud Texan born on the bank 
of the North Concho River, H.A. Smissen, my father, 
and my mother, that Spanish lady born in Oriente 


Province, Cuba, whose ancestors date back to the 
Spanish Conquistadores that once roamed the valley 
of the North Concho River, Petronila Medina 
Smissen. 
by George Rene Smissen and wife Cloty 
Smissen; Helen Wilson 


SMITH - DENISTON 


Oscar and Lillian Smith - 1965 


Oscar Bernell Smith was born March 18, 1911, 
on the family farm northwest of Mereta, Texas, son 
of William Henry and Alma Henrietta (Phillips) 
Smith. He attended school in Mereta except for two 
years, 1918/19, in Falls County. He met his future 
wife in school at Mereta. He and Lillian Natalie 
Deniston were married late one night, October 4, 
1930, at the home of the County Judge in Ballinger, 
Texas. Lillian was born October 6, 1910, in Tom 
Green County, daughter of William F. and Dora 
(Wink) Deniston. 

Oscar was a very strong and tireless worker, 
farming in the eastern part of Tom Green County. 
Using his welding abilities, he built and repaired 
much of his own farming equipment, including a 
cotton-stripper he used until he could buy one. He 
was on the Board of Directors of the Mereta Co-op 
Gin for many years. He was one of the first farmers 
to sign up to be on the irrigation canal from Lake 
Nasworthy to Lipan Flats. Because his farm was at 
the end of the canal, he devised an ingenious way to 
save any surplus water from the canal. When the 
canal was finished, Lake Nasworthy was too low 
for irrigation for several years. Unfortunately, Oscar 
died the year before rains filled the lake and irrigation 
was possible. A back injury suffered as a young man 
lifting too heavy a load finally necessitated back 
surgery in 1958 that left him an invalid, in increasing 
pain for the remaining 13 years of his life. Playing 
dominoes and fishing were his favorite hobbies. He 
also made a good pot of chili. 

After her mother’s death, Lillian lived with her 
Wink grandparents. She laughed about the long black 
stockings her grandmother made her wear to school 
and how she would take them off when she got out 
of sight of home, putting them back on, on the way 
home, riding a horse with her aunt, Henrietta, a few 


years older than she was. She learned to speak the 
German language from her grandparents. She also 
learned to be an especially good cook and seamstress. 
Needlework and gardening were her favorite 
hobbies. Her “green thumb” showed in her house 
plants. And her large garden every year yielded an 
abundance of vegetables and fruit for canning and 
freezing. 

Oscar died in 1971 and Lillian in 1981, both in 
their home five miles west of Mereta. They are buried 
in Mereta Cemetery. 

Their children: Bernell “Doc,” born 1932, married 
Betty Jane Hunt; Clarence Newton “Dutch,” born 
1935, died 1983, married Virginia Rose Meacham; 
and Paul “Shorty,” born 1939, died 1942. 

by Bernell and Betty Smith 


SMITH - HUNT 


Betty Jane and Bernell “Doc” Smith 


Bernell “Doc” Smith was born March 3, 1932, 
on his family’s farm near Mereta, Texas, son of Oscar 
Bernell and Lillian (Deniston) Smith. He attended 
school in Mereta and Veribest and graduated from 
San Angelo High School. He helped his father on 
the farm as he grew up, learning from his father the 
skills that helped him in later years. He played on 
the Bobcat baseball team in high school and on 
several summer league teams, including the Veribest 
Cultivator Jockeys. He served in the Korean War. 
After the war, he farmed until drought forced him to 
seek employment in San Angelo. He worked in the 
maintenance department of the San Angelo 
Independent School District for several years, 
moving to what was then San Angelo Junior College 
in 1960. He became Director of the Physical Plant 
at Angelo State University in 1968. His favorite 
hobbies are jogging, cooking hamburgers at family 
get-togethers, and going to ASU Ram football games 
in and out of town. Because of his avid interest in 
sports at ASU, the Nathan Donsky Scholarship 
Award in 1982 was presented in his name. 

Bernell “Doc’’ Smith was married December 20, 
1952, to Betty Jane “Janie” Hunt. Betty Jane was 
born April 5, 1933, in San Angelo, daughter of 
J.B. and Edith (Hasty) Hunt. She attended grade 
school, junior and high school, and college in San 


Angelo (except for the 8th grade in Pyote, Texas, 
and Junior year of high school in Eola, Texas). She 
worked for a year and a half at San Angelo National 
Bank before “retiring” to become a wife and mother. 
Favorite hobbies have been genealogy, researching 
history of West Texas, cooking and sewing. She was 
a volunteer guide at Fort Concho Museum for many 
years and has helped as a trunk teacher for Fort 
Concho’s School for fourth graders. She has been a 
member of the San Angelo Genealogical and 
Historical Society for fourteen years and has helped 
with publication of the society’s quarterly for most 
of that time. She is now working in the West Texas 
Collections’s Genealogical Section in the Library at 
Angelo State University. 

Doc and Betty Jane both love camping and hiking; 
Big Bend is their favorite place. And they are 
currently serving as members of the Tom Green 
County Historical Commission and are members of 
the publications committee for the Tom Green 
County History Book. 

Children are: Ricky David “Rick,” married June 
Ann Hubbell; Gary Alan, married Connie Hays; and 
Michael Steven “Mike,” married Laura Beth Vavrina. 

And they have a granddaughter, Anne McKavett, 
daughter of Rick and June, who was born January 
28, 1987. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


SMITH - PEEPLES 


Back row: Nora, Alma, Arthur, Henry. Front row: 
Frank, Alice and Frank’s mother, Catherine Smith 


James (John) Henry Franklin “Frank” Smith, son 
of Jackson and Catherine (Greer) Smith, was born 
March 31, 1862, in Palo Pinto County, Texas. Frank 
learned ranching and farming in Van Zandt and 
Coryell County before moving to Tom Green County 
in the early 1900’s. As teen-agers, he and his older 
brother, Walter, were cattle drovers on the Slaughter 
Ranch near Snyder. Their mother warned them that 
lightning would strike them down dead if they 
sinned; so Frank often chose to ride “drag’’ at the 
very tail (and dusty) end of the cattle drive to be as 
far away from his sometimes wild brother as he could 
be whenever a lightning storm was in the vicinity. 
He gained a reputation as the fastest roper around 
and was often called upon to show his skill — except 
by some ranchers who didn’t want to risk getting 
their calves’ necks broken, as often happened in the 
extremely sudden stops when the rope grabbed the 
calf’s neck. The Smith boys had the reputation of 
being the best dancers in the country. 


Frank was married in the late 1880’s to Mary A. 
“Molly” Peeples. She was born April 24, 1862, in 
Mississippi. She and a sister were orphaned at an 
early age. They lived with “Uncle” Ever Peterson in 
Coryell and Bosque County when she was growing 
up. She had a stroke in her later years and was 
confined to a wheelchair. Her grandson, Oscar 
Smith, had a large picture of Frank standing by Molly 
in her wheelchair. 

Frank had a stock farm a few miles northwest of 
Mereta. The severe drought of 1917-18 caused him 
to move to Falls County for two years until the 
drought broke. He moved back to his farm in time 
for the children to start school in 1920 in Mereta. 
Frank’s granddaughter, Dorothy Fae, has a fond 
memory of her grandfather always bringing her a 
red soda pop whenever he came for a visit. She was 
only four years old when he died in 1936. Molly 
died in 1938. Both are buried in the Mereta Cemetery. 

Their children: William Henry, born 1890, died 
1964, married (1) Alma Henrietta Phillips, (2) 
Claudia Mae Green; Arthur, died 1919, married 
Lottie Archer (they had twins); Alice, born 1895, 
married Paul Gray; Nora, born 1892, died 1968, 
married Roy Scott; and a daughter who died young. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


SMITH —- PHILLIPS - GREEN 


Henry and Claudie Smith - 1952 


William Henry Smith was born December 10, 
1890, in Coryell County, Texas, to James Henry 
Franklin and Mary A. (Peeples) Smith. He was 
married in March 1910 to Alma Henrietta Phillips. 
She was born September 12, 1890, in Rosebud, Falls 
County, Texas, to George Anderson and Laura 
(Nelson) Phillips. 

William Henry, called Henry or “udge” grew up 
in Coryell County in a family known for its hard- 
working men. “They knew how to work hard and 
play hard,” a friend recalled. He moved to Tom Green 
County shortly after his marriage, buying land north 
of Mereta for stock farming. He was a “country 
trader” (cattlebuyer). During World War I, he bought 
cattle for the U.S. Government, hauling them to Fort 
Worth. Because of the severe drought in 1917-18, 
he moved back to Falls County until 1920 when 
conditions were better and he could move back home. 


401 


Henry was a tall, lanky Texan who loved a good time. 
His hobbies included playing dominoes, fishing, and 
visiting family and friends everywhere! Christmas 
Eve was a special delight; he was always thinking 
of new ways to convince his children and grand- 
children that the real Santa Claus had come, and he 
always bought fireworks! He always carried Juicy 
Fruit chewing gum in the shirt pocket of the khaki 
clothes he always wore; thus, three of his great- 
grandson’s dubbed him their “chewing gum 
grandpaw.” 

His first wife, Alma Henrietta, was an industrious 
housekeeper, working to keep her house perfectly 
clean and all the outside chores done on time, even 
when she was sick. She loved fishing trips as did 
her husband and children. She died in 1937 after a 
long illness and was buried in the Mereta Cemetery. 

After Alma’s death, Henry married Claudia Mae 
“Claudie’’ Green who became a second mother to 
the two small children still at home. Claudie was 
born March 27, 1919, daughter of Ralph and Elsie 
Green. She taught Sunday School for many years at 
the Mereta Baptist Church where she and Henry were 
members. She was a friendly, patient person, much 
loved by family and friends. 

Claudie and Henry died in 1964, and were buried 
in the Mereta Cemetery in the same plot with his 
first wife. 

Children of Henry and Alma: Oscar Bernell, 
married Lillian Deniston; Maurine Belle, married 
Herman Miller; William Henry “Bill” Jr., married 
Syble Viola Stewart; Dorothy Fae, married Bobby 
G. Peiser; and Opal, who died young. 

Children of Henry and Claudie: Henrietta, married 
Kenneth Meacham; and Beverly, married Roger 
Speckles. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


SMITH, AGNES RUST 
GORDON 


Sarah Agnes Rust was born in San Angelo on 
November 12, 1905. Her father was John Yellott 
Rust, who founded the San Angelo Telephone 
Company and served as its president and manager 
from 1898 to 1948. Her mother was Agnes Bustin 
Rust, member of an early ranch family of San Saba, 
Texas, whose ancestors immigrated from Beaufort, 
North Carolina, in 1834. 

Agnes attended St. Mary’s Hall, San Antonio, 
Texas; Stuart Hall, Staunton, Virginia; St. Mary’s 
College, Dallas, where she was editor of the yearbook 
and Duchess representing San Angelo at the Fort 
Worth Coronation in the spring of 1924; and the 
University of Texas, Austin, where her affiliation was 
Pi Beta Phi. 

She married Robert Easley Gordon of Fort Worth 
and McKinney, on March 13, 1925, in St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral, Dallas. Their daughter, Jean Thrace (now 
“Missy,” Mrs. Charles Dale Rainey) was born in 
McKinney. In January 1939, the family moved to 
San Angelo, where three grandsons were born: 
Charles Gordon, Robert Rust, and David Dale 
Rainey. 

Agnes became widely recognized for her 
accomplishments in the ranching business, 
preservation of history, and civic endeavors. Her 
biography appears in Marquis Who’s Who of 
American Women, Eighth Edition, World “Who’s 
Who of American Women”’ Intercontinental 
Biographical Association, and she is listed in 
Personalities of the South, 1971 Edition. Her lineage 


402 


and photograph are also included in the British 
American Chronicle, Volume Nineteen, January 5, 
1972, and in The Hereditary Register of the United 
States of America. 

From 1956 until her retirement in 1971, Agnes 
was the owner and operator of the 20,000 acre 3R 
Ranch in north Tom Green County. She received 
numerous awards for the sound soil and water 
conservation program practiced on the ranch. She 
was the first woman ever to be honored with the 
North Concho Soil Conservation District Award in 
1965; and in the same year, she was nominated for 
the Fort Worth Press Award as “Outstanding 
Rancher” from the area. The 3R Ranch was included 
in Cornelius Vanderbilt Jr.’s book, “Ranches and 
Ranch Life,” as an example of “How a Well 
Diversified Modern Ranch is Run.” She put part of 
the ranch into the Great Plains conservation program 
in 1962. Since then, mesquite has been controlled 
by aerial spraying, prickly pear and tasajillo killed 
by hand spraying, cedar dozed, water wells drilled, 
concrete tanks constructed and livestock waterline 
installed. 

Agnes was well acquainted with the ranching 
market from production through manufacturing of 
the final wool and mohair products. She was actively 
engaged in educating both ends of production of the 
problems and findings along the way. She actively 
promoted the use of blends of natural and manmade 
fibers in textiles. Agnes was active in the American 
Society of Range Management, American National 
Cattlemen’s Association, Texas Angus Association, 
the National Wool Growers Association, and Texas 
Sheep and Goat Raisers Association. Since these 
interests involved a great deal of travel, she was also 
a member of the National Travel Club. 

Robert Easley Gordon died in San Angelo, 
October 8, 1964, and was buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery. 

On December 10, 1969, Agnes married Paul James 
Smith of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Agnes was active in civic affairs of San Angelo. 
As a result of her interest in medical care for the 
indigent, a pattern for cooperation of the Texas 
Medical Society with the U.S. Public Health Service 
was formed and from this evolved the San Angelo - 
Tom Green County Health Unit and the City-County 
Indigent Medical Department. She was active in the 
formation of the Fort Concho Restoration 
Foundation. She was past president of the San Angelo 
Garden Club (1940), an active member of the 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 20th Century Club, 
Executive Club, San Angelo Country Club, River 
Club, and a charter member of the San Angelo 
Cotillion. 

In 1973, Agnes was invested into the Order of St. 
Lazarus of Jerusalem, an ecumenical mercy group 
which helped maintain an ambulance corps in foreign 
countries and provided drugs and medical help for 
disaster victims and leper colonies. 

Agnes was quite interested in the history of Texas 
and her family. She donated many items of historical 
interest to the Texas State Archives at Austin; the 
Alamo Museum at San Antonio; the Genealogical 
Society of Pennsylvania; the Georgia State Archives; 
the Archives of North Carolina; and to the Records 
of Virginia. She was a member of the Tom Green 
County Historical Society, Texas Historical Society, 
Texas State Genealogical Society, Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania, and the New England Historical and 
Genealogical Society. 


After retiring from the ranching business in 1971, 
Agnes began researching and writing a book on the 
Rust and other related families. The book titled “Back 
When and Now,” was published in 1976 and was 
perhaps one of the most gratifying accomplishments 
of her very full and fruitful life. 

She was affiliated with The Society of 
Descendants of King William I, the Conqueror, and 
his Companions at Arms, her lineage having been 
proven as a descendant of King William I, as well as 
the British American Society, The Society of the 
Friends of St. George, The Society of Descendants 
of the Knights of the most Noble Order of the Garter, 
Knights of the Bath, Colonial Order of the Crown of 
Charlemagne, The National Society of the Barons 
of Runnymede, the Plantagenet Society, Augustan 
Society, National Society of the Dames of the Court 
of Honor, and Order of Washington. 

She was also a member of The Sovereign Colonial 
Society of Magna Charta Dames, Daughters of 
Founders and Patriots of America, National Society 
Daughters of the American Colonists, and The 
Colonial Dames of America. Agnes was Organizing 
Regent, Pearls of the Concho Chapter, National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
in 1969, having been active in D.A.R. since 1945, 
National Society United States Daughters of 1812 — 
Texas Society, United Daughters of the Confederacy, 
and was organizer of the Fort Concho Chapter, 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas, in 1945 and 
served as President. 

Agnes died in San Angelo on June 30, 1988. She 
is buried at Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Oressa Martin 


SMITH, J. SHAFFER 
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J. S. Smith 


J. Shaffer Smith, Jr., was born on June 10, 1913, 
to Effie and J.S. Smith, both deceased. His sister, 
LaRose Smith, married H.B. Smith and they live in 
San Antonio. J.S.’s nephew, Jack Smitty Buchanan, 
lives with his wife Martha in Odessa. Ava Smith, his 
brother, now deceased, was prominent in politics. 

The San Angelo schools offered very little in 
music education. J.S. had an innate love of music 
and a compelling drive to learn as much as possible. 
He studied church hymnals and frequented the 


library to find written music. While finishing San 
Angelo College, he became interested in the radio, 
just reaching its zenith. He played for the station and 
also read dramatic parts in the radio soaps. 

He knew he had to leave San Angelo to better his 
musical opportunities. He joined a traveling dance 
band and arrived in New York on his 22nd birthday. 
As a reed instrument specialist, he played in the big 
bands: Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw, Stan Kenton. A 
beautiful little singer dancer named Rhea took his 
eye and soon they were married. The big bands spent 
a lot of time on the road and J.S. used to laugh about 
the hotel clerks who held him suspect when he and 
his wife would check into a hotel under their real 
names, Mr. and Mrs. J.S. Smith. They had to carry a 
copy of their marriage license to prove their 
legitimacy. Their son became, of course, J. Shaffer 
Smith, I. 

Smitty earned a degree in music and, after serving 
in WWII, he taught musical composition for eight 
years at New York University. He arranged music 
for several leading bands and was composing music 
himself, especially classical compositions. He won 
awards for his music and in 1961 the Contemporary 
Music Festival honored him as the only person to 
win awards in two separate categories of music in 
two consecutive years. 

After his father died and Mrs. Smith lived alone, 
he visited her annually. When San Angelo developed 
its own symphony, he was elated. He attended all 
rehearsals and programs when he was in town. One 
such visit inspired him to write his “Texas Suite,” a 
composition in four parts, each representing a part 
of Texas. The West Texas movement was full of 
horses, goats, cows and sheep calling to each other. 
He attended its debut in San Angelo in December, 
1960, one of his finest evenings! 

California attracted many of the good musicians 
and J.S., Rhea and the little boy moved west. He 
organized his own band, conducted others and found 
a lucrative field in musical backgrounds for com- 
mercials and movies. 

One day his studio called him to write a 
background score for an aerospace documentary. His 
work was accepted and the NASA people were much 
impressed. They approached him to work in their 
space program. Messages between earth and space 
are passed in sounds or tones, not in words. 
Interpreters then translate the sounds into words and 
vice versa. Not everyone understood the system, but 
to J.S. it was very easy. He was hired to write the 
training manual and to compose and conduct scores 
for aerospace films. 

Rhea preceded him in death. He buried her in San 
Angelo and, in July, 1978, he was buried beside her. 

Rhea had taken the dynamic drive from him, but 
he was lucky enough to meet a beautiful, stimulating 
woman who became Dr. Jeanne Smith and they had 
three years together. She lives in Irvine, California. 
J.S. Smith [I is a lawyer in Beverly Hills. 

J.S. reached heights as great and laudable as 
anyone born in West Texas. His musical 
accomplishments were a monument to his greatness. 

by Marguerite Randhawa 


SMITH, JAMES T. 


James Thomas Smith was born September 17, 
1960, at Shannon Memorial Hospital in San Angelo, 
Tom Green County, Texas. He married Corie 
Michelle Little (born November 12, 1958, in 
Midland) on May 24, 1980. They were married at 


Immanuel Baptist Church, San Angelo. They have 
two children: Justin David Smith (born August 29, 
1983, at Angelo Community Hospital) and James 
Cody Smith (born September 19, 1985, at Angelo 
Community Hospital). 

James is a graduate of Central High School, San 
Angelo. He is also a graduate of Angelo State 
University, with a BA degree in Accounting. He is a 
Certified Public Accountant and is employed by 
Jones, Hay, Sanders, and Company, located in the 
Central National Bank Building, San Angelo. 

Michelle is a graduate of Lake View High School, 
San Angelo. She is also a graduate of Angelo State 
University with a BA degree in Business 
Administration and a BA degree in Accounting. She 
operates a bookkeeping service in the home. 

James’ parents are Tom W. and Eudene Smith of 
San Angelo. Tom is President of “Sesco,” San 
Angelo. Eudene is currently employed as a “dorm 
mother’ at Angelo State University. They are 
members of Immanuel Baptist Church, San Angelo. 

Michelle’s parents are Michael D. and Peggy A. 
Little of San Angelo. Michael is retired from the 
United States Air Force. Peggy is employed by First 
City National Bank of San Angelo. They are 
members of Immanuel Baptist Church. 

James and Michelle are members of Immanuel 
Baptist church as well. They both love San Angelo 
and hope to live here always! 

by Michael D. Little 


SMITH, JOHN HENRY 


John Henry Smith was born September 25, 1861; 
he married Flora Rolain who was born September 
18, 1869. 

John Henry and Flora had six children: William 
Henry, born August 2, 1888, deceased; Walter, born 
October 16, 1890, died December 17, 1893; Emma 
Jane, born July 6, 1893, died June 3, 1978; Effie, 
born January 16, 1896, lives in San Angelo; Myrtle, 
born April 10, 1899, died April 2, 1971; and Joseph 
Edward born in 1903, died in 1935. 


Effie Smith 


The Smith family moved to Christoval, Texas in 
1903. Travel was by covered wagon containing 
personal property. They made their own trail 
traveling across the land. It took about three days; at 
nightfall adults slept on the ground and children slept 
in the wagon. Meals were cooked in the ground on 
an open fire. Effie remembered an experience along 
the way when a little kitten was acquired; it crawled 
under the covers with her Mother who became 
frightened thinking a skunk was there; she remained 
still until morning to avoid being sprayed. 

The family purchased a farm three miles north of 
Christoval, beyond the cemetery, the first house on 
the road to Mineral Wells near a sulfuric spring 
frequented by visitors for purposes of health. The 
family cultivated vegetables to provide food and 
supplement income. Children learned to swim in the 
irrigation ditches. 

The children attended the Christoval school and 
walked to school with neighborhood children among 
whom included Ida May (Sonny) Warnock and her 
sister Hettie. Ida May’s father expected a boy at her 
birth, therefore, he called her Sonny. Sonny loved to 
sing songs to Edward and one song contained words, 
“When two machines work together, babies are 
produced”; Edward was shy and ran ahead of the 
other children; he did not wish to listen to the naughty 
words of Sonny’s songs. 

The graduation class of April 26, 1916, at the 
Christoval High School comprised the following 
students: Chester H. Kenley, Huey Jones Rogers, 
Urban Welch, Viola Harris (Lock), Tommie Aline 
Hannum (Holden), Effie Smith (Smith), Fay Spears 
and Thelma Morris (Mayfield). 

Flora died February 25, 1926, and daughter, 
Emma Jane, lived on the farm and worked it until 
1938; thereafter, the property was leased-out and not 
sold until 1958. 

John Henry purchased a truck and constructed an 
early-type mobile living arrangement on its bed; it 
served as summer living quarters until his death July 
3, 1947. The truck was parked in San Angelo in 
winter. When spring and summer arrived, he drove 
it to camping locations on the banks of the Concho 
River in Christoval to fish and enjoy the outdoor 
weather. 

As told by Effie Smith to 
Noreine Holden Dodds 


SMITH, LETTIE (WALKER) 


Lettie Belle Walker was born in Coleman County, 
Texas, on July 30, 1891, to Rev. J.W. and Lucinda 
Walker. Rev. Walker moved his family to San 
Angelo, where he became a Buffalo Soldier in the 
10th Cavalry. 

Lettie graduated from Blackshear High School and 
later, in 1916, graduated from Paul Quinn College, 
where she studied singing and sewing. About this 
time, she married Troy Weaver. William Weaver was 
her only child; he preceded her in death April 3, 
1977, in California. Some time later, she married a 
Mr. Smith. 

Lettie was a member of St. Paul’s Greater AME 
Church, which her father started. 

Lettie went on a singing tour for several years, 
moved on to Tulsa, Oklahoma, for a few years, then 
to St. Louis for seven years. She went to Chicago 
and worked in a sewing factory, then back home, to 
stay. 

Lettie said her grandmother was a slave, and after 
she had ten children, the owner sold her husband. 
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Mrs. Lettie B. Smith 


She saw black people burned, hanged and tortured 
in other places, but San Angelo was different; the 
people as a whole were very nice to the black people. 

She gave her father’s discharge papers, from the 
10th Cavalry, to Fort Concho. She was active in Fort 
Concho, the NAACP, holding every office in St. 
Paul’s Church, Hattipha Chapter 129, Order of 
Eastern Star, Rosary Reading and Art Club. She was 
a charter member of the Randolph Neighborhood 
Center. She was named Outstanding Citizen of the 
Year in 1983 by Le Coterie Society. 

She and her sister Daisy Davis spent the last years 
of their lives in Park Plaza Nursing Home. 

Lettie died November 8, 1987. 

Active pallbearers were Fort Concho Buffalo 
Soldiers Company. 

by Marie Triplett Foster 


SMITH, ORLANDO 
MARSHALL 


Orlando Marshall Smith was born June 13, 1838, 
in Dover, Massachusetts. He was educated as a 
bookkeeper and accountant. In November, 1863, 
Smith went to war as chief clerk for Captain G.A. 
Norton, Assistant Quartermaster, United States 
Volunteers in New Orleans. He later became chief 
clerk for Captain Benjamin F. Porter. He went by 
boat to Shreveport and then proceeded to San 
Antonio on horseback with a cavalry unit under the 
command of Major General Wesley Merritt. 

Smith married in June 28, 1869, to Annie Luella 
Leodrock who had come to San Antonio with her 
parents from Grostein, Germany. 

Smith began to lose his health in November of 
1869. His left lung became infected and by 
December, both lungs were infected. A lot of his time 
was spent on the road as paymaster clerk and 
registration clerk for Guadalupe County. Most of his 
trips were made at a time of extremely bad weather. 
He narrowly escaped drowning several times in 
attempting to cross swollen rivers. 

By June, 1870, Smith’s lung trouble became much 
worse. His doctor recommended in September that 
he go to some point on the frontier where the 
elevation was higher and the air drier. He accepted 
an invitation from a friend at Fort Concho, Jim 
Trainer, who was the Post Trader. 
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Orlando Marshall Smith 


Smith’s rapid recovery borders on the miraculous. 
Upon his arrival at Fort Concho, he weighed 92 
pounds. By December, his weight was 154 pounds. 
While regaining his health, he kept busy by keeping 
books for Jim Trainer and writing. He occasionally 
wrote an article for the San Antonio paper. 

In March, 1872, Smith accepted the position as 
paymaster clerk for Captain Constable, who was the 
Post Quartermaster at Fort Concho. Smith served in 
this position until 1881. He was then appointed 
postmaster at the Fort. He served in this position 
until 1883, at which time he turned the post office 
over to J.L. Millspaugh. He continued to live at the 
post until his death on February 4, 1895. His wife, 
Annie, died in San Angelo, July 20, 1931. 

Orlando and Annie had seven children. They were: 
Edward Orlando, born in San Antonio June 4, 1870, 
died in San Angelo June 28, 1935; Maud Alma, born 
inSan Antonio, April 13, 1872, died at Fort Concho, 
November 24, 1877; Beaulah Adele, born at Fort 
Concho November 20, 1874, died in San Angelo June 
30, 1930 (Mrs. Choctaw George Hartsell); Blanche 
Ashley, born at Fort Concho February 16, 1876, died 
in Los Angeles January 21, 1921 (Hoover, then Mrs. 
J.P. Reynolds); Clarence Keyes, born at Fort Concho, 
September 21, 1878, died at Marlin, Texas, January 
21, 1921; Clara Nina, born at Fort Concho February 
7, 1885, died at Corpus Christi, January 10, 1980 
(Mrs. C.W. Johnson); Leroy Prentiss, born in San 
Angelo, June 10, 1888, died in San Angelo, August 
8, 1957. 

by Milburn A. Smith 


SNODGRASS —- CHAPMAN 


Lucille Chapman was born on September 9, 1910. 
Lucille’s parents were Charlie Chapman and Janetta 
“Nettie” Keith Chapman. Lucille’s grandparents 
were Benjamin Lawrence Chapman and Rose Ann 
Jackson Chapman; Emma Holliday Keith and Wiley 
Keith. Lucille’s great-grandparents were James 
Morris Chapman and Celenda Jane Stuart; John M. 


“Humpy” Jackson and Ann Smart Jackson; Frances 
Aires Holliday and Janetta Page. Lucille grew up in 
Menard and attended school there. 
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Christian Hood and Lucille Chapman Snodgrass 


In May of 1929, Lucille met and married Christian 
Hood Snodgrass. His parents were Auther Snodgrass 
and Dora Loften Snodgrass. His grandparents were 
Christian Hood Snodgrass and Mary Ann “Polly” 
Robbins. 

Lucille and Christian lived in Brady and moved 
to San Angelo in the late 40’s. Lucille was a nurse. 
She worked in a local hospital and also did private 
duty. Christian Hood was a chef. He worked for 
several different restaurants. He told of serving 
“Bring ‘emback alive” Frank Buck, Clark Gable and 
many other famous people. Lucille divorced 
Christian Hood and married Doyle Davis. Christian 
Hood died in April of 1964 and is buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 

Lucille is buried in Fairmount, also, having died 
on December 22, 1980. Doyle Davis is buried at 
Fairmount. 

Lucille and Christian’s children are: June, married 
J.W. Wilman, lives in Brady, has a daughter, Judy, a 
son, David and a grandson John David; Charlotte, 
who married Newman Jeffries, has a son Richard 
Allen and a daughter Esther Ann (Annie) Jeffries; 
Charlotte has two granddaughters Shyria Jania and 
Sharla Rose; Shirley married 1. W.L. Hardin 2. Ray 
Martian, two children, Debra and Steve by first 
marriage; Chapman Hood married Lana Volkmann. 
They have no children. 

by Mrs. Roy (Barbara) Elliott 


SNODGRASS —- DURHAM 


McCutchon “Mac” Snodgrass was born January 
30, 1921, the youngest of eight children born to 
Robert Lee and Mary Lee (McCutchon) Snodgrass. 
Mac completed elementary and high school in 
Coleman. He attended Daniel Baker College on an 
athletic scholarship until WWII interrupted his 


college education. After a tour of duty with the U.S. 
Marines in the Pacific, he attained the rank of Major 
and continued to serve in a reserve capacity until 
1964. Mac and Sybil Durham (born July 29, 1929, 
only child of Albert Jackson Durham, Jr. and Jim 
Alice (Walker) Durham) were married August 31, 
1947. The couple attended Southwestern University 
where Mac graduated in 1948. 

Mac traveled for International Harvester Company 
for a year, and during that time a daughter, Carolee, 
was born February 25, 1949. In the fall of 1949, the 
family moved to San Angelo, where Mac taught math 
at Lake View School. In 1950, he was named 
principal of Lake View Junior High School and spent 
the next thirty-eight years as assistant superintendent 
and business manager at Lake View, assistant 
principal of Central High School, principal of Lee 
Junior High School, and has been director of 
Administrative Services since 1975. He received the 
M.Ed. from Hardin-Simmons University in 1952. 

Sybil was a kindergarten teacher and dance 
instructor. She was associated with several private 
schools and the Elda Dougherty School of Dance. A 
second daughter, Nancy Jim, joined the family 
December 7, 1954. Sybil was coordinator of the 
Calvary Lutheran Kindergarten, and later was 
employed as secretary to the Dean of Students at 
Angelo State College where she earned the B.S. 
degree in 1968. After graduating, she taught at the 
First Baptist Church in the Child Development 
Center. During this time, she completed requirements 
for Kindergarten Certification from A&M Univer- 
sity. For the next thirteen years, she taught 
kindergarten at Travis Elementary School. 

Carolee Snodgrass completed school in San 
Angelo, attended Texas Tech, and graduated from 
the University of Texas. She is married to Richard 
Keith (Dick) Britton. The have two children, Linksey 
Blair Britton, born January 16, 1982, and Keith 
McCutchon Britton, February 22, 1985. Carolee and 
Dick are sales representatives for retail packaging 
and reside in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Nancy Jim Snodgrass completed schools in San 
Angelo and graduated from ASU. For several years 
she was employed in the Goodfellow AFB Library, 
and is now associated with the ASU Library in the 
area of Government Serials and Documents. 

The family have been members of the First 
Methodist Church since 1949. 

by Sybil Snodgrass 


SNOW, JOHN CORY 


John Cory Snow came to San Angelo from 
Williamson County, Texas, in 1907, with his wife, 
Minnie Mae Ater Snow, and three children: Lois, 
Hazel, and Juanita. His parents, Charles Ludlow 
Snow and Annie Purcell Snow, accompanied them. 
Later, other children born to J. Cory and Minnie were 
Marvel, Dorothy, Margaret, Charles Ater and Nell. 
Margaret died as a child, and Marvel Deckard lives 
in California. The other six children, who continue 
to live in San Angelo are Lois Anthony, Hazel Taylor, 
Juanita McGee, Dorothy Huffman, Charles Ater 
Snow and Nell Ayers. 

The entire family are Presbyterians, first attending 
the church on Randolph and Harris, later becoming 
charter members of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 
on Park Street. 

J. Cory Snow earlier worked on the construction 
of the old Methodist College at 2336 South 
Randolph, which is now a Boys’ Club building; he 


also worked with Pierce Fordyce Oil Company and 
was a partner in the Branch and Snow Grocery on 
Chadbourne and Beauregard Streets. In 1940, he and 
Sam Morris built the Producers Livestock Auction 
at 1131 North Bell Street. About a year later they 
sold it to Ault Brothers of San Angelo. Mr. Snow 
continued to own and manage a grocery store on 2nd 
Street between Randolph and North Farr Streets for 
many years. 

Charles Ludlow Snow died in 1919; his wife 
Annie died in 1946. John Cory Snow died in 1963; 
his wife Minnie preceded him in death in 1960. 

by Wilma Gardner Hazel Snow Taylor 


SONNENBERG, OTTO 
and CLARA 


Otto and Clara Rinn Sonnenberg with daughters, 
Norma, Teofilie and baby Flora - ca. 1904 


Eleven-year-old Otto Sonnenberg arrived in 
Galveston, in September, 1887. His only possessions 
included a German language New Testament, a set 
of work clothes and the dream of a better life in 
America. Born September 1, 1876, in Pudawitz, 
Germany, Otto was the youngest child of Joehan and 
Johanna Sonnenberg. He had one brother, Carol, and 
three sisters, Alvena, Emma and Teofilie. 

He had come to Industry, 125 miles northwest of 
Galveston, to live with his uncle, Louis Sonnenberg 
and family. It took him four years to pay off his $120 
boat ticket from Germany. 

On December 23, 1897, Otto Sonnenberg and 
Clara Rinn were married in Austin County. Clara, 
daughter of Ludwig and Sophia Meith Rinn, was 
born there March 15, 1878. Otto and Clara’s family 
soon included three daughters of their own: Norma, 
Teofilie, and Flora. They all moved to Runnels 
County in 1904 by immigrant train. 

Clara recalled her first impression, “The country 
was so barren and flat. I just didn’t see how we could 
make it there.” 

Within three years another girl, Hattie, was born. 
Otto had cleared the land, remodeled the house and 
secured a fresh water well. These improvements 
lured the original owner back and he offered Otto a 
handsome profit. 


Clara Sonnenberg with children Hattie, right front; 
J.C., Norma, Wilma, Flora, middle row and L.J. and 
Teofilie, back row. Made at Clara’s home in 1947 


With all their belongings loaded in a covered 
wagon, the family moved 45 miles to Mereta in Tom 
Green County. Here they farmed, raising cotton, 
corn, grain, milk cows and hogs. A primary hardship 
was the ever-changing weather which brought 
drought one year, deluge the next. 

In the spring of 1910 when Wilma was born, Dr. 
Hess came to the farm in a Bush automobile made 
by Sears Roebuck & Company. The older children, 
seeing a horseless buggy parked at the house, thought 
the horse which pulled the vehicle must be at the 
barn. They were speechless when the doctor left in 
his buggy with no horse in sight. 

School for the Sonnenberg girls would begin after 
the crops had been harvested. These times meant a 
reprieve from field chores, and the children enjoyed 
trading their sausage biscuits with their chums. One 
instructor boldly suggested to Otto that the girls be 
allowed to continue their education and become 
school teachers. “No,” he said, “They will be 
farmers.”’ And that was the end of that discussion. 

At Christmas time the family decorated their tree 
with stick candy, sugar cookies and small apples and 
oranges. Each child received one “real” gift plus new 
shoes and a coat which usually were purchased from 
B.B. Wright’s Dry Goods Store in San Angelo. 

A final move took the family to the nearby Hill 
place. Property was $18 an acre and a larger house 
would better suit the family’s needs. 

The family’s first son, Louis John, was born in 
1916. By the time Jesse Charles was born in 1919, 
Otto was in ill health. He died April 23, 1923, at the 
age of 47. 

A steward of the land and its resources, Otto 
believed in the premise, “The land will take care of 
you if you take care of the land.’”’ A community 
leader, he served as a school trustee for seven years. 

Teofilie Sonnenberg Bledsoe, writing the family 
history, observed, “Papa believed in Christian living 
and he never took anything he did not earn for fear 
he would lose something more valuable.” 

Clara Sonnenberg lived at her home alone until 
1957 when she suffered a stroke. During the next 
nine years, she lived with her children. She died 
October 29, 1966, at the age of 88. 

The couple is buried at the Mereta cemetery. 

by Deanna Lackey 
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SORRELS, JOHN PEVEY and 
HELEN (KING) 


Helen (King) and John Pevey Sorrels, Wedding 
picture - July 1948 


John Pevey Sorrels was born March 29, 1917, in 
Como, Panola County, Mississippi. His parents were 
John Tucker and Corinne (Pevey) Sorrels. He moved 
with his parents and older brother, Robert Wade 
Sorrels, to San Angelo, Tom Green County, in 1920. 

John Pevey “Johnny” attended the San Angelo 
public schools, graduating in 1935. He volunteered 
for military duty after the United States was brought 
into World War II. For a number of years he was 
navigator instructor at the Air Base at Monroe, 
Louisiana. He served an overseas assignment in the 
South Pacific and was navigator on a B-29, flying 
29 missions over Japan. He was recalled in 1952 
and, after a refresher course at air bases in Texas 
and Virginia, was assigned to an Air Base in Korea. 
He flew 56 missions over North Korea. Upon being 


Lto R: Jana Faye Sorrels (twin), John William “Bill” 
Sorrels and James Robert “Jim” Sorrels (twin) 
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discharged, he returned to San Angelo, where he was 
the owner of Sorrels Reproduction — a blue print copy 
shop. 

John Pevey Sorrels and Helen Pearl King were 
married July 19, 1948, in San Angelo, Texas. Helen 
Pearl King was born March 11, 1917, in Lampasas, 
Lampasas County. Her parents were William Angus 
and Mary Josaphine (Butts) King. John Pevey and 
Helen (King) Sorrels were the parents of three 
children, John William, and twins, James Robert and 
Jana Faye Sorrels. 

John William “Bill” Sorrels is a Doctor of Internal 
Medicine with his practice in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
James Robert “Jim’’ Sorrels is a microbiological 
quality control specialist in Austin, Texas. Jim is 
married to the former Marcena Medley and they are 
the parents of a daughter Jillian Brianna “Jill” 
Sorrels. Jana Faye “Jana’’ (Sorrels) Perdue is a 
medical records administrator for Santa Rosa 
Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. She and husband, 
Thomas Curtis “Thom” Perdue are the parents of a 
son and daughter, Justin Thomas and Shara Nicole 
Perdue. 

John Pevey Sorrels died July 14, 1957, and is 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo, Tom 
Green County, Texas. 

In 1961, Helen (King) Sorrels and James H. 
Tolbert were married in Carlsbad, New Mexico. 
James H. Tolbert died October 17, 1971, and Helen 
(King) Tolbert died February 14, 1984. They are 
buried in Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo, Tom 
Green County. 

by Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Sorrels 


SORRELS, JOHN TUCKER and 
CORINNE (PEVEY) 


J 
John Tucker Sorrels 


John Tucker Sorrels, born in Panola County, 
Mississippi, on July 29, 1885, moved to Tom Green 
County, in 1920 with his wife and two small sons. 
His parents were Robert Page and Kate (Embrey) 
Sorrels. The Sorrels family were plantation operators 
in the delta region of Mississippi, and when coming 
to West Texas entered a new life entirely. 

Annie Corinne Pevey was born August 2, 1885 in 
Forest, Scott County, Mississippi. Her parents were 
Cullen Wade and Cornelia Milisont (Simmons) 
Pevey, owners of a hotel in Forest. This hotel was in 
the heart of the business district and across the street 
from the depot was bustling with activity for many 
years. The first hotel was built around 1850. The 
Pevey family also owned timber land in south central 
Mississippi and sold timber to saw mills in the area. 


Corinne Pevey Sorrels 


Corinne Pevey taught in several schools in the Delta 
before her marriage. 

John Tucker Sorrels and Annie Corinne Pevey 
were married December 30, 1914, in Forest, Scott 
County, Mississippi, and after their marriage lived 
in Panola County, where they were engaged in 
farming. Due to the very high humidity in this region, 
Corinne became ill and the doctors advised a move 
to West Texas where the climate was much dryer. 
Corinne died December 25, 1923 in San Angelo, and 
is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

John T. Sorrels worked for March Brothers, 
merchants, for a number of years before entering the 
real estate business. He was a real estate appraiser 
and an officer of San Angelo Federal Savings and 
Loan Association (changed to San Angelo Savings 
Association) for many years and retired in 1965. At 
the time of his death, in 1971, he had been an active 
director for some time. 

John Tucker and Corinne (Pevey) Sorrels were 
the parents of two sons, Robert Wade Sorrels and 
John Pevey Sorrels. After the death of their mother 
in 1923, Aunt “Lou” came from Mississippi to help 
with the rearing of the boys. She later returned to 
Mississippi to be near her own people. Several of 
Corinne’s sisters also lived in San Angelo for a 
number of years, helping John T. with the rearing of 
the two sons. 

John Tucker Sorrels and Mrs. Mosstella Harp were 
married in February, 1935. Mosstella Sorrels died 
in 1970 and John Tucker Sorrels died on July 6, 1971. 
They are buried in the Fairmount Cemetery, San 
Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas. 

by Robert W. Sorrels 


SORRELS, ROBERT WADE and 
RUBY (NEAL) 


Robert Wade “Bob,” son of John Tucker and 
Corinne (Pevey) Sorrels, was born November 22, 
1915 at Como, Panola County, Mississippi. He, his 
parents and younger brother, John Pevey Sorrels, 
moved to San Angelo in 1920. 


cee oo Neal Sorrels. Center: Ruby (Neal) 
Sorrels, Robert Wade Sorrels, Stephen Tucker 
Sorrels. Front: Robert Craig Sorrels 


Bob attended San Angelo public schools and 
graduated in 1933. He attended Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock. Bob volunteered for military 
duty, entering the Air Force. Training was in several 
locations in eastern United States, among them Yale 
University, where the Glenn Miller Band was on 
assignment. The band played for retreat and reviews 
with marches set to “swing,” a delight to the cadets 
but the consternation of the officers in charge. After 
being commissioned, he was stationed at La Junta, 
Colorado; Camp Campbell, Kentucky; and 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, before a Southwest Pacific 
assignment as aircraft maintenance engineer with a 
P-38 Photo Reconnaissance Squadron. He attained 
the rank of Major and received his discharge in 1946. 

Robert W. Sorrels was owner-operator of Sorrels 
Food Store and S. & S. Trim Shop for several years 
before becoming real estate appraiser for the San 
Angelo Savings Association. He retired in 1977. 

Robert Wade Sorrels and Ruby Katherine Neal 
were married February 15, 1947, in Junction, Kimble 
County. Their sons, Gary Neal, Stephen Tucker and 
Robert Craig, reside in San Angelo. Craig is married 
to the former Cynthia Ann Robinson. 

Ruby Katherine, daughter of Ben Frazier and 
Bertha (Loeffler) Neal was born May 14, 1920, in 
Kimble County. In 1924, she moved, with her 
parents, brother Robert Max, and sister Elza Mae, 
to the Neal Ranch on Johnson Fork, Segovia 
Community, Kimble County. 

Ruby attended schools at Segovia and Junction 
and graduated in 1938. She attended San Angelo 
Business College and returned to Junction in 1942 
to work in a bank. Early in 1943, she began work for 
the Texas Highway Department, Junction, 
transferring to San Angelo in 1944, where she 
continued working until 1957. From May, 1957 until 
January, 1966, she devoted her time to the many 
pleasures of her family. Ruby returned to the 
Highway Department January 3, 1966, first working 
in the Urban Renewal Office, and later the District 
Laboratory, where she continued until retirement in 
June, 1983, after 29.5 years of service. 

“Our Loeffler Family — 1854-1979”, a family 
history and genealogy, was compiled and published 


by Ruby in 1979. She is a Charter-Life Member of 

San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society, 

Inc., was their first acting editor of “Stalkin’ Kin’, 

in 1973, and again edited this publication from 1984 

through 1986. Ruby is a member of Las Hermanas 

Study Club and a Tole and Decorative Painters Club. 
by Ruby (Neal) Sorrels 


SOTO, CORNELIO G. 


Cornelio, son of Genaro and Casiana (Gutierrez) 
Soto was born in Knickerbocker on September 16, 
1911. 

He married Vitar Armendarez, sister of 
Encarnacion Begil, daughter of Juan and Juliana 
Armendarez, granddaughter of pioneers Epitacio 
and Merced Villareal, great-grandaughter of 
Onesimo and Salome Jaques and great-great-grand- 
daugher of Thomas Jaques, who was in Texas in 1870 
and at Ben Ficklin in 1876. 

Cornelio’s grandparents were pioneers Segundo 
and Petra (Duarte) Soto. His maternal grandmother 
Pabla (Tarin) Perez bought land in Knickerbocker 
from Joseph and Elizabeth Tweedy in 1902. 

Cornelio and Vitar built a nice ranch house at 
Knickerbocker where they raised five children: Roy, 
Enedina, Cornelio (Junior), Anna and Magdalena. 

For many years Cornelio did contract fencing 
around the county, state and out-of-state, employing 
local men and high school boys — during school 
break. The jobs often kept them away from home 
for a length of time, but the homecoming was always 
a nice event. 

In younger years, Cornelio also did sheep shearing 
throughout West Texas and New Mexico. 

One of his favorite pasttime activities was 
horseback riding, where his children, especially the 
sons, always joined in. He always kept several horses 
ready to ride. 

The Sotos are lifetime members of Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church, where the family is 
actively involved. 

Cornelio Soto died September 5, 1982, at the age 
of 70. 

The homestead remains the place Mr. Soto liked 
to maintain. His widow and two sons live there, while 
two married daughters have built homes nearby and 
several grandchildren brighten their grandmother’s 
golden years. 

by Rose T. Duke 


SOTO, SEGUNDO 


Segundo Soto, with his wife, Petra Duarte Soto, 
was one of the pioneers that came to Knickerbocker, 
Tom Green County, in the 1870’s, as a farm laborer 
and share cropper. He came from Fort Stockton and 
originally from Chihuahua, Mexico. He worked for 
Charles Metcalfe along the South Concho River in 
Spring Creek for many years. Segundo was 
recognized for his ability in treating injured joints, 
sprains, and strains. He was considered a masseur. 

Segundo and Petra had ten children. Boys were: 
Tiburcio, Tomas, Felix, Maximo, Genaro, Asension 
and Tiburcio. Girls were: Bentura, Adelida and 
Louisa. Segundo bought a tract of land in 
Knickerbocker from the developer, Joseph Tweedy. 
He lived there until he died in 1917. Petra died in 
1923. Their children lived in Knickerbocker all their 
lives. They were Catholics and contributed to the 
building of the first Catholic Church, which was 
started in 1902. 


According to the 1880 census, Segundo was 34 
years old and Petra was 28 years old; the census 
shows they had three children at that time. Segundo 
appears on the tax rolls in 1878. 

Petra was a lovely lady who was recognized for 
her beautiful singing voice. She sang hymns while 
she did her housework. It was customary during 
Christmas Eve for Petra and Adelida to welcome 
people to their home to celebrate the Nativity. A drink 
brewed for that evening was called “tesvino,” made 
out of fermented corn. Petra’s mother, Ricarda 
Duarte, also lived in Knickerbocker. 

Some of Segundo’s and Petra’s descendants 
homesteaded in Knickerbocker and own property at 
the present time. 

by Genaro Soto II 


SPEARS, JAMES DANIEL 


James Daniel Spears, stage driver, guard, Indian 
fighter, surveyor, sheriff, farmer, town marshal, 
developed all the talents necessary for survival in 
the often hazardous occupations of the Western 
Frontier. He was born in Alabama and at an early 
age began his career in stage driving. He joined his 
father, also a stage coach driver, in Uvalde County 
and started his successful career of Indian fighting 
by defending stage coaches and stage posts on the 
San Antonio - El Paso route from Indian attacks 
during the years of 1868 to 1875. According to his 
friend, Charles B. Metcalfe, he was a dead shot and 
fearless, reportedly slaying thirteen attackers in one 
running battle. 

In 1874 Jim Spears married Miss Zemula Taylor, 
who was born in 1838 in Georgia and who was the 
sister of Francis Corbett Taylor. The couple had two 
sons, James Corbett Spears, born July 26, 1876, and 
Walter T. Spears, born April 16, 1877. Zemula Taylor 
Spears died in August, 1877, and was buried in the 
Ben Ficklin Cemetery, leaving the two young 
children to the care of her husband and numerous 
relatives in the area. 

At the time of his marriage, Jim Spears was co- 
owner with Francis Corbett Taylor in a general store 
in Ben Ficklin and bought a half interest in 
Bismarck Farm from F.C. Taylor’s nephews. He and 
Taylor, as owners, supplied grain, hay, and vegetables 
to Fort Concho. 

Spears was one of the leaders in the organization 
of Tom Green County and served as the first County 
Surveyor. He served one term as County 
Commissioner and three terms as County Sheriff. 
He was elected as the first marshal of San Angelo 
and showed his courage and coolness under fire in 
numerous adventures, some of which have been 
related by C.B. Metcalfe and by John A. Loomis in 
various publications. He never tried to become 
known as a gunman and refrained from the extreme 
measures often used in the West in carrying out his 
duties. 

Upon the organization of Sutton County, Spears 
moved to Sonora and later to Ozona, where he was 
living at the time of his death. In 1906 he died on the 
passenger train of the Santa Fe Railroad on his way 
home after receiving treatment in Dallas for throat 
and lung disorders. At his death he was accompanied 
by Sherman Taylor, who had gone to Dallas to bring 
him home. His remains were interred in the Ben 
Ficklin Cemetery. 

by Margie Ferry Simms 
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SPEED, GEORGE FRANKLIN 
and OPAL (RAINEY) 


George Speed 


Opal Speed 


George Franklin Speed was born September 30, 
1895, to James L. and Sarah (Dossett) Speed of 
Seminary, Mississippi. He was in Tom Green County 
in 1920 because his brother Corey was a tubercular 
at Sanatorium. He took Corey back to Mississippi 
and returned here in 1922 to work for Cap Martin of 
the county maintenance shop, a career which 
continued until he retired in 1964. 

Opal Vergie Rainey was born May 23, 1901, in 
Tundra, Van Zandt County, the sixth of eight children 
of Benjamin Franklin and Vergie Ann (Burns) 
Rainey. The family moved here in October, 1901, 
seeking a drier climate for Vergie, a tubercular. She 
died in 1909. 

George and Opal married April 14, 1923. In early 
years, they moved with the work camp, usually 
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living in a tent. They got their first financial start 
during the oil boom at McCamey, where the road 
gang worked for three months. George made $180 a 
month (a $40 raise) and Opal earned $40 a month 
as cook. Meantime, Papa Rainey built them a two- 
room house and dug a well on a 10-acre plot 
purchased earlier on Fruitland Farm Road. This was 
their home, with a windmill, a 3,000 gallon tin tank, 
chickens, pigs, milk cow, garden, and pecan trees. 
They added to the structure as five children were 
born: Mary Jo, June 29, 1924, married Wayne Ames 
in 1948; George Franklin, Jr., June 24, 1927, married 
Evelyn Cope in August, 1947; Ulysses Grant, the 
sculptor, January 5, 1930, married Sue Collins 
January 6, 1958; Donald Rainey, July 22, 1932, 
married Maureen Wheeler, August 31, 1962; Vergie 
Ann, June 26, 1935, married Delbert Rogers, 
December 29, 1958. 

The Speeds were one of the first families to form 
the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints 
in San Angelo. 

For 18 years Opal drove the family car as a school 
bus. When her youngest started to Edison Junior 
High in 1948, Opal started business college. She 
started work at Tom Green County Library in 1949 
and cheerfully served the public there for 27 years, 
retiring in 1976. 

The five children scattered to Lindon, Utah; 
Beaumont, McKinney, and Lubbock, Texas. All the 
children, 23 grandchildren, and 24 great-grand- 
children came home for reunions. In 1983, George 
and Opal observed their 60th anniversary. George 
died March 17, 1986; Opal died August 16, 1986. 
They are buried in Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens, 
San Angelo. 

Two books written about the family were 
published in 1979 and 1983. 

by Oressa Martin 


SPENCE, JOSEPH, JR. 


Joseph Spence, Jr. was born in Murfreesboro, TN, 
on January 2, 1858. He was one of the six children, 
five boys and one girl, of Joseph Spence, Sr., and 
Margaretta Deaderick Wendel. The family moved 
to Austin, in 1859, where the future San Angeloan 
was raised in Travis County on a farm. 

Joseph, Jr., later attended the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor and received a diploma from 
the Law School. For a short time, he “read law”’ in 
the offices of Walton, Hill, and Greene, who were 
the leading lawyers of their time in Austin. He then 
moved to Ben Ficklin in Tom Green County to 
establish a law practice in this relatively new 
developing area. 

Ben Ficklin was the mail station on the route from 
San Antonio to El Paso. Joseph, Jr., moved to the 
settlement in 1881. His reason for locating here was 
the county seat and the courthouse. The adjacent 
settlement, consisting mostly of shacks, saloons, and 
brothels was known as Saint Angela. In August of 
1882 the situation changed when after an 
unprecedented flood on the South Concho River, the 
mail station, stagecoach stop and town of Ben Ficklin 
were almost totally washed away. The survivors 
voted to relocate the county seat on higher ground 
in San Angela, as the growing village was now 
designated. 

Joseph Spence, Jr., was appointed county judge 
in February of 1882 to fill an unexpired term and 
subsequently in November of 1882 was elected for 
a two year term. He was thus in office at the time of 


the flood and for a year and a half thereafter. 
Throughout the remainder of his life, he was com- 
monly referred to as “Judge Spence.” 

In 1885 Joseph married Miss Fannie Lee Metcalfe, 
sister of Charles B. Metcalfe in whose stone house 
they were married. When the county seat of Tom 
Green County was moved to San Angelo, he moved 
his office there. In the ensuing years he had several 
law partners and several office locations, the last 
being on the top floor of the local skyscraper, the six 
story Central National Bank and Trust Building. 
Spence’s forte was title and land law. For many years 
he was attorney for the Santa Fe Railroad which 
position carried with it the perquisite of obtaining 
passes for himself and his family. 

His other community services were as Chairman 
of the Draft Board for the county during World War 
I and being a “Minute Man” speaker urging the 
purchase of Liberty Bonds. He was a devout 
Presbyterian, being an elder and a member of the 
choir. He was a Director of the Central National 
Bank. 

Several years after Fannie Lee died in 1913, he 
married a widow, Mrs. Clara Ransom of Ballinger, 
Texas, who was also a distant cousin. 

Spence died suddenly December 13, 1919, after 
having just returned from a business trip by car late 
the previous evening. There were no paved roads in 
those days, and when the car became stuck in the 
sandy soil, the occupants were forced to push the 
vehicle. Following this incident he complained of 
dizziness and fell striking his head. He did not regain 
consciousness and was taken to his home by 
ambulance where he died a few hours later despite 
attention by the leading physicians and surgeons 
available. 

From the medical viewpoint there has always been 
a question as to whether he fell due to a stroke or 
whether he simply became dizzy, fell, and sustained 
a closed head injury. There had been no previous 
illness. 

Joseph Spence, Jr., left five children, Margaret, 
Mary Bain, Stella, Charlotte, and Harry Metcalfe. 

by Dr. Harry Metcalfe Spence 


SPENCE, MARY BAIN 


Mary Bain Spence was born in Ben Ficklin 
October 18, 1889. Her father Joseph Spence, Jr., was 
one of the first attorneys in San Angelo and served 
as the sixth county judge of Tom Green County. Her 
mother, Fannie Lee Metcalfe, was the niece of 
Francis Corbett Taylor, often called the Father of Tom 
Green County, and the sister of Charles B. Metcalfe. 
The Bain portion of her name came from Mr. Bain, 
who as a partner with Francis Taylor in the stage- 
coach line, spent time at Ben Ficklin and was a good 
friend of Fannie Lee Spence. The other Spence 
children were Margaret, Stella, Charlotte, and Harry 
Metcalfe. 

Mary Bain’s schooling after Ben Ficklin and San 
Angelo was at Texas Christian University. She 
entered that institution while it was still located in 
Waco and continued in Fort Worth after the Waco 
school was destroyed by fire and was moved to Fort 
Worth. She received a diploma from the College of 
Music at Texas Christian University in 1908. 

She served as pipe organist for the First Christian 
Church from 1935 to 1968, and was retired as 
organist emeritus. She had served previously with 
the First Methodist and First Presbyterian Churches 
for a number of years. She was much in demand to 


play for funerals and weddings. Indeed, more than 
once, she took pride in playing the wedding march 
for three generations in the same family. 

Her service with the San Angelo schools began in 
1921. She did library and office work with the high 
school for seven years, was a bookkeeper and office 
secretary when Felix Smith was superintendent, and 
later worked with the junior college administration 
for twelve years. 

Mary Bain also served twelve years in the admin- 
istration during the time Bryan Dickson was 
superintendent and six years during the regime of 
J.B. Wadzeck. 

Mary Bain Spence was a noted local historian and 
had an active interest in civic affairs. She was a 
member of the First Christian Church, the Tom Green 
County Historical Society, Pocahontas Chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, the 
Edwards Plateau Historical Society, and the Tom 
Green County Historical Survey Committee. Mary 
Bain Spence died April 2, 1984, at the age of ninety- 
four. 

by Margie Ferry Simms 


SPENCER, JIM 
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Seated L to R: Debbie Spencer, Barbara Spencer, 
B.M. Spencer. Standing Lto R: Jessie Spencer, James 
Spencer and Jim Spencer 


James Franklin Spencer was born March 28, 1900 
in Coryell County, Texas. His parents were George 
and Lula Scott Spencer. He married Jessie Johnson, 
daughter of Matt and Nelia Massey Johnson, on April 
10, 1921, in San Angelo. One son, Billy Mack, was 
born December 12, 1933. Billy Mack married 
Barbara Helen Rodgers in Sinton, Texas, November 
30, 1957. They have a daughter, Debbie Lynn, who 
married Joey Pelzel, and a son, James Lee. 

Jim’s father died in 1903 in Gatesville, Texas, and 
the next year his mother moved her family to Miles, 
Runnels County, Texas. She married W.E. Fletcher 
in 1906 and they lived in San Angelo for one year 
before returning to Miles. 

Jim attended school in Miles, but times were hard 
so he quit school in 1916 and began work. When 
WWI began, he went to work in Orange, Texas at a 
shipyard. Just before he would have been drafted, 
the war ended. He and his brother, Henry, went to 
Bisbee, Arizona and worked as ‘mule skinners’ for 
a road contractor. 

Hearing there was an oil boom in Ranger, Texas, 
he returned to Miles. Instead of going on to Ranger, 
he worked for his step-father in his cafe in Miles. 
The three-year drought had ended and farmers were 
planting again. The boys came home from the war 
and Miles was on the boom. 


In August of 1919, Jim attended an ice cream party 
at the Joe Arrington home in the Byrd Community. 
There he met Jessie Johnson of the Mullins 
Community. They dated for the next two years before 
their marriage in 1921. 

Jessie attended Mullins school. She and Pauline 
Mathison graduated in 1918. State Senator Penrose 
Metcalfe gave the address and he and his wife 
presented the two with a gift of hose. Jessie attended 
Draughon’s Business College in Dallas and worked 
for a lumber yard there. 

The couple lived in Miles until February, 1927, 
when Jim went to work for Plymouth Oil Company 
at Texon, Texas. In 1934 he was transferred to Sinton, 
Texas. Jim worked for Plymouth for thirty-five years 
and retired in 1962 in Sinton. 

Their son, Billy Mack, attended Sinton schools 
and the University of Houston. He went into the 
armed forces and served in Japan before his marriage. 

Jim and Jessie considered Tom Green County as 
home, so they came to San Angelo upon retirement. 
Many of their old friends from Texon had also retired 
here. They especially enjoyed the yearly reunions. 
They attended First Methodist Church. 

In 1980, Jim Spencer died and is buried at 
Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens. Jessie lives in their 
home at 1426 Shafter Street. She stays busy sewing 
and playing bridge. 

by Jo Johnson 


SPENCER, THEODORE 
WICKER 


Seated: Frances, Charles and Theodore Spencer. 
Standing: Loleita and Lena, ca. 1933-34 


Theodore Wicker Spencer, his wife and three 
children purchased three lots in the Lake View 
School District in 1927. The house on these lots was 
built by Theodore in daytime while working at the 
West Texas Utilities Company as a boilerman at 
night. He was instrumental in getting wages 
increased through membership in the International 
Molders and Foundry Union. And with five other 
School Board members was instrumental in 
activating the first Negro School in our Lake View 
School District. Theodore received his fifteen-year 
pin from the Utilities Company before transferring 


to the Post Engineers Water Department at the newly 
activated Army Air Force Bombardier School in 
September 1942. 

Theodore W. Spencer was born March 30, 1893 
in Pecan Mont (Springs), Tom Green County, the 
eldest child and son of James Campbell Spencer, 
Junior and Margret Jane (Thornton) Spencer. James 
Campbell owned two hundred and eighty-six acres 
of State School land around Pecan Mont and Crows 
Nest. He sold it in April 1899 to J.W. Thornton. 

John Cranford Spencer was born in Manestee 
December 15, 1895, the second son to James 
Campbell and Margret Jane Spencer. He didn’t 
marry, and was killed instantly in an automobile 
accident April, 1956 in San Angelo. 

Lucy Hamner Spencer, a daughter, was born in 
San Angelo July 9, 1898 to James Campbell and 
Margret Jane Spencer. At this time James Campbell 
owned a dry goods and mercantile company at Third 
and Chadbourne. Also he was a delegate to the 
county convention of the Democratic Party Primary, 
August 1898. 

Two more sons were born to James Campbell and 
Margret Jane Spencer in Palo Pinto County. 
Campbell Houston was born December 31, 1901, 
and Henry Wilson was born September 23, 1905. 
The family moved to Coleman County, Texas, in 
1914. Margret Jane died June 25, 1921, and James 
Campbell died June 22, 1927. Both are buried in 
Cleveland Community Cemetery near Santa Anna, 
Coleman County. 

Theodore met and married Frances Bacon Cupps 
November 7, 1917 in Coleman County. He volun- 
teered for duty in World War One and was with the 
American Expeditionary Forces, Thirteenth 
Veterinary Hospital Unit in France and Germany. He 
was discharged July 1919 as a private first class. In 
November 1919 Theodore got his left hand smashed 
ina cotton gin. Theodore and Frances with two young 
daughters, Loleita and Lena, left farming and moved 
to Brookesmith, Brown County, Texas. They owned 
and managed the Telephone Exchange for several 
years. While here a son, James Charles was born 
October 9, 1924. Advised by their doctor to take 
James Charles to a sanitarium located in Carlsbad 
near San Angelo, Texas, the family moved to the 
Lake View School District in 1927. 

All three children graduated from Lake View. Lena 
was a 4-H Gold Star girl in 1937 along with two 
other Tom Green County girls, Geraldine Kubena 
and Cordula Strube. James Charles entered the 
United States Navy in 1942. Theodore’s sons-in-law, 
Ralph Lemes and Homer A. Williams, served in the 
United States Army Air Corps. His two eldest 
grandchildren Ronald and Jey Lemes were born in 
San Angelo. World War Two scattered lots of families 
and Theodore’s was no exception. 

by Loleita B. Lemes 


STANFORD, NELLIE ADELL 


Nellie Adell Stanford was born August 1, 1917, 
at Necessity, Texas, in Stephens County. Being the 
only daughter of William Franklin Stanford and 
Matilda Gray (Jackson) Stanford, she had five 
brothers: Virgle, Elzy, Aaron, Troy, and Eugene 
Stanford. The family moved to Strawn, Texas, in 
1919 after the discovery of oil in Stephens County. 
In 1920, the family purchased 1200 acres in Tom 
Green County six miles south of San Angelo and 
built the existing red brick home in Fairview 
Community. 
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Nellie Adell Stanford Odell and Alton Gray Odell, 
ca. 1932 


Nellie and her five brothers attended a two-teacher, 
three-room school called Bismarck, which is now 
known as Fairview School. It was located on the west 
side of the Stanford farm. 

Nellie Adell Stanford married Alton Gray Odell 
from Picton, in Hopkins County in 1932. The first 
five years of their marriage, they lived in San Angelo, 
where Alton Gene was born in 1933. Alton Gray 
worked at a Gulf Service Station and the existing 
Western Mattress Company in 1937. 

Nellie inherited the existing 132-acre farm after 
her mother’s death in 1924. In 1938, they purchased 
and moved a wood-frame clubhouse located at the 
Polo barns two miles west of the existing farm. After 
moving and renovating the clubhouse, they built 
other sheds and barns for the livestock. 

Alton Gray and Nellie cultivated the land and 
milked eight to ten cows twice daily by hand to sell 
the fresh milk to a creamery to be bottled. In this 
house Gary Dean was born in 1939 and Janie Carol 
in 1945. Alton Gray and Nellie purchased an 
additional 65 acres adjoining to the 132 acres. This 
happy, hardworking family was shaken by the sudden 
death of Alton Gray, at 39 years old, in 1948. Nellie 
continued to raise and school the three children. 
Times were very difficult, but not impossible for 
Nellie. She cooked at Fairview School lunchroom, 
where she and her five brothers and three children 
all attended. 

Later, Nellie married Gene Teague, but after a few 
years the marriage was mutually dissolved. In 1971, 
Nellie married James (Jim) Ferguson. They lived 
happily in San Angelo until her death January, 1979. 

Alton Gene Odell was born August 1, 1933. He is 
the eldest of three and was 14 years of age when his 
father passed away, March 8, 1948. At the age of 19 
in 1954, he enlisted in the Air Force as a cadet. He 
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received his wings in 1955 as a second lieutenant at 
Williams Air Force Base, Arizona, and transferred 
to advanced flight training at Perrin Air Force Base 
at Sherman, Texas, in F86D jet interceptors. He then 
married Florine Pauline Sturm, the 18th child of Paul 
and Josephine Sturm of Rowena, Texas, on 
December 27, 1955. Alton and Florine were trans- 
ferred to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, 
Ohio, where he flew F86 interceptors; Debbie Sue 
Odell was born June 30, 1957; and Alton Gene 
finished his active duty tour December 14, 1957. 
They returned to San Angelo, where the other four 
children were born: Curtis Gene Odell, August 25, 
1958; Sherry Lou Odell, January 7, 1960; Karen Kay 
Odell, March 5, 1961; and Cindy Lou Odell, May 
27, 1962. Alton and Florine farmed and ranched. In 
January 26, 1968, Alton was recalled to active duty 
for two years to fly C124 transports worldwide, to 
over 40 countries, including Vietnam. He also flew 
Special Air Missions (SAM) with the 19th Wing until 
discharged August 1, 1969. 

Debbie Sue Odell married Ronnie Hartman on 
June 6, 1980, and had five children: Chris (April 15, 
1981 died same day), Ryan (January 19, 1982 died 
January 31, 1982), Garrett (October 1, 1982 died 
same day), Lance Loren (August 6, 1983), and Alissa 
Anne (January 5, 1987). 
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Janie, Alton, Nellie and Gary Odell - 1954 


Curtis Gene, the only son, farms and ranches. He 
married Elise Lange on November 21, 1987, and 
they have one daughter, Ashley. 

Sherry Lou Odell has one son: Colby Gene Odell 
(February 26, 1983). 

Karen Kay Odell married Robert Brest on June 
19, 1982. They have two daughters: Meagan Jade 
(July 23, 1984) and Amanda Kay (January 13, 1986). 

Cindy Lou Odell married Casey Todd Smith on 
March 3, 1983. They have one daughter: Abbey 
Rachelle (July 25, 1985). 

Gary Dean Odell, the second child of Alton Gray 
and Nellie Stanford Odell, was born on May 31, 
1939, in San Angelo. Gary joined the Army 
Paratroopers December 15, 1959, where he took 
Basic and later was transferred to the famous 101st 
Airborne at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He married 
Betty Lou Sturm, daughter of Fred and Olga Sturm, 
January 7, 1960, in Rowena. They transferred to 
Ankara, Turkey, and later to Randolph Air Force 
Base until his discharge. Then they lived in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, where they owned a mobile home 
moving company for ten years. In 1979, the family 
moved to the Nellie Stanford homeplace in the 
Fairview community, where they own and operate a 
diesel repair service. They had six children: Denise 
Fay was born October 12, 1961, at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky. She married Bill Morgan Burch on July 
12, 1986. Jeffrey Dean was born September 14, 1962, 
at San Angelo. He married Judy Lynn Wanoreck on 


August 18, 1984. Dona Renee was born August 4, 
1963, at San Angelo. Mark Keith was born 
September 24, 1964, at Fort Sam Houston. Lori 
Michelle was born on August 8, 1966, in Ankara, 
Turkey. She died on October 2, 1966, in Turkey. Dana 
Renne was born August 28, 1974, in Tulsa. 

Janie Carol Odell, the only daughter and third child 
of Alton Gray and Nellie Stanford Odell, married 
Bill Alewine on January 1, 1972. They have one son, 
Mike, born October 9, 1968. 

by Alton Gene Odell 


STANFORD, WILLIAM 
FRANKLIN 


William Franklin Stanford 


William Franklin Stanford was born January 17, 
1887, in Breckenridge, Stephens County. His parents 
were John Henry Stanford and Serepta Robertson. 
On November 30, 1904, he married Matilda Gray 
Jackson (born February 27, 1891) at Breckenridge. 
William and Matilda had six children: Virgle Leroy, 
Elzy Bethyl, William Aaron, Nellie Adell, Troy 
Truman, and Robert Eugene. 

After their marriage, they lived at Necessity, (close 
to Breckenridge), Stephens County, where Virgle, 
Elzy, Aaron, and Nellie were born. In October 1915, 
they leased and lived on a small farm at Huckabee 
(twelve miles north of Stephenville), Erath County. 
The discovery of oil in Stephens County and re- 
sultant oil payments and sale of royalty enabled 
“Willie” and “Tillie” to purchase the fabled white 
house surrounded by the white picket fence at 
Strawn, Palo Pinto County. The family moved to 
Strawn, Texas, in August 1919. 

William Franklin became restless and in July 
1920, purchased and moved to a farm in the Lipan 
Flats area six miles south of San Angelo, Tom Green 
County. A two-teacher, three-room school called 
Bismarck (changed to Fairview in 1926) was located 
next to the west side of the property about midway 
between the north and south boundaries. “Willie” 
and “Tillie” had their home built (facing the sunrise) 
about a half mile east of the school to make it easy 
for the children to attend school. 


Tillie and her daughter Nellie enjoyed fixing up 
their new home which had a coal fired furnace in 
the basement and gasoline powered engine dynamo 
in the garage that generated and stored electricity in 
batteries for lights. They also had running water to 
the sink in the kitchen and lavatory and bathtub in 
the bathroom. The bathroom had a “flushing toilet” 
and a septic tank out away from the house. Matilda 
lived to see all of her children in school at Bismarck, 
except Eugene. Unfortunately, she died on May 16, 
1924. 


Wm. Franklin Stanford 
in the mid to late 1920's 


The whole family worked together as William 
Franklin worked his children almost as hard as he 
worked himself tilling the soil, planting grain, raising 
cattle and sheep. Virgle, Elzy, and Aaron ran a grain 
combine to harvest the crops of wheat, oats, and 
maize. Yields were as high as sixty bushels per acre 
for wheat, and over one hundred bushels per acre 
for oats. All was not good however, for three 
consecutive years several hundred acres of wheat 
and oats were lost when hit by high winds, rain, and 
hail. One year the hail was a little smaller than golf 
balls and was stacked more than four inches deep in 
front of the house. 

William Franklin married Edna Green on 
November 2, 1926, at San Angelo. They had three 
daughters Stella Mae, Frances Irene, and Shirley 
Allene and all attended the Fairview (Bismarck) 
school. W.F. was the world’s champion lamb grower 
in 1936 and 1937. Each day he was ably assisted by 
Edna on the day shift. Eugene watched and took care 
of the flock from three p.m. to eleven p.m. Troy took 
care of the lambs born during the eleven p.m. to seven 
a.m. shift. It wasn’t easy. The same number (i.e. 166) 
had to be painted on triplet lambs and the mother 
ewe, and all four put immediately in one of many 
three-by-four foot pens built for the lambing season. 
One lamb was fed by bottle and the other two left 
with the ewe until she accepted them (allow sucking). 
Many ewes will not allow her own lamb to suckle if 
it is away from the ewe for thirty minutes or more. 
During lambing season which lasted approximately 
thirty days, some five or ten lambs were born every 
eight hours. According to the SanAngelo Standard- 
Times, William Franklin marketed 474 lambs from 
390 ewes in 1936. In 1937 the count was 460 lambs 
from 342 ewes. This amounts to a 122 and 135% 
marketed lamb crop. 

William Franklin and Edna supported and greatly 
encouraged participation in the Future Farmers of 
America. In 1947, Stella was the first Tom Green 
County 4-H Club member to receive an all expense 
paid trip to the National 4-H Club Congress in 
Chicago. The trip was sponsored by the Santa Fe 
Railway for outstanding 4-H Club projects. Tom 
Green County’s first calf born through artificial 
insemination was on the Stanford dairy farm on April 
28, 1949. The main advantage of artificial insem- 
ination is the probability that it will increase the milk 
production of the herd. Other benefits are the 
elimination of considerable expense, danger and 
nuisance of having a “‘mean”’ Jersey bull on the dairy 


farm. Frances was the second Tom Green County 4- 
H Club member to receive an all expense paid 
educational trip to Chicago in 1952. The trip was 
sponsored by Sears for outstanding Home 
Improvement Projects. Frances is presently living 
in the home place on Fairview School Road with 
her son, Bruce, since August 1986. Following in the 
Stanford family tradition, Shirley won numerous 
ribbons for her 4-H Club projects with her animals. 
After her job as chief laboratory technologist at St. 
John’s Hospital, she goes home to care for horses, 
dogs, cats, and goats. 

The surviving children of William Franklin 
Stanford are: William Aaron (Bill), San Antonio, 
Troy, San Angelo, Stella Mae Murphy, Odessa, 
Frances Apple, San Angelo, Shirley Stanford, San 
Angelo. 

by Frances Apple 


STARKS, MAGGIE 
(FULLYLOVE) 


Mrs. Maggie Sparks 


Maggie Fullylove was born at Calvert, Milam 
County, Texas, to William and Laura Fullylove. 

Maggie graduated from a high school at Calvert 
and attended Paul Quinn College at Waco. 

She married Dr. A.R. Starks, from Tallahassee, 
Florida, on February 18, 1918. 

Dr. Starks was pastor of the Greater St. Paul AME 
Church from 1915 until his death in 1925. They had 
one daughter, Hazel, born in 1919 at San Angelo. 
Hazel married Theodore Smith in 1945. 

In 1927, Maggie became the sole owner, founder, 
and organizer of Starks Funeral Home. She has 
operated the business by herself for 60 years. When 
other people have retired at 62 or 65, that is the 
farthest thought in her mind. 

Looking at 100 years of living in the not too distant 
future, she is conducting funerals, in or out of town, 
as usual (1987). She also owns Delta Cemetery. 

On March 6, 1977, Maggie Starks was honored 
when the city of San Angelo and surrounding 
communities and friends celebrated her 50 years with 
Starks Funeral Home. 

She is a licensed funeral directress. She is or has 
been a member of: the Independent Funeral Directors 
Association, Inc.; The National Funeral Directors and 
Morticians Association; Greater St. Paul AME 


Church, serving as Chairman of the Trustee Board; 
The Grand Court Order of Calanthe, Jurisdiction of 
Texas, serving as president of The Board of 
Directors; Interdenominational Ministers’ Wives 
Alliance; Registrar of Deeds, Concho Court No. 84; 
Secretary, Jackson Court No. 58 Heroines of Jericho; 
Hattipha Chapter, Order of Eastern Star; Clerk of 
San Angelo Camp No. 144 American Woodman; 
charter member of The Rosary Reading and Art Club; 
and the Altrusa Club. 
by Marie Triplett Foster 


STEWART, ANDREW DWAIN 
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Lto R: Molly, Dwain, Briant, and Scott 


Andrew Dwain Stewart was born December 22, 
1955, in San Angelo, Tom Green County. On June 
30, 1977, he married Molly Elaine Turnbo (born 
December 26, 1956, in Shannon Hospital, San 
Angelo). They have two children: Brian Daniel 
Stewart, born November 28, 1978, in San Angelo 
and Scott Bradley Stewart, born September 12, 1981, 
in San Angelo. 

Dwain is the son of Shirley Joiner Stewart Kessler 
and the late George Washington Stewart. Dwain 
attended Bradford Elementary and Lake View 
School. He graduated from Christoval High School 
in May 1974. Dwain lettered in football and 
basketball four years and was captain of the football 
and basketball teams in his senior year. He was 
Student Council president in 1974. Dwain attended 
Angelo State University, while working for Concho 
Industrial Supply. He worked for Concho Industrial 
Supply from 1974 to 1979 and then went to work 
for Hirschfeld Steel from 1979 to 1983. 

Molly attended Mrs. Ralph Masterson’s 
Kindergarten in San Angelo and first grade at Alta 
Loma Elementary in San Angelo. 

In 1964, Molly and family moved to the family 
ranch on Door Key Lane and she completed her 
education at Christoval School. During four years 
of high school, Molly lettered in basketball and track 
and was captain of the basketball team and 
cheerleader in her junior and senior years. She was 
a member of the drill team and Beta Club (president 
1975) all four years and was listed in Who’s Who 
Among American High School Students and in Prep 
Track and Field “Athletes of the Year” 1975. She 
was Salutatorian of the 1975 graduating class. 

Molly attended Angelo State University for two 
years while working for Philip Bryant and Associates 
and for Louis A. Drake, Architect. 

Since their marriage, Molly has been a homemaker 
and is involved with Cub Scouts, teaching Sunday 
School class (Christoval United Methodist Church, 
where she is a member) and teaching aerobic classes. 
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Dwain is self-employed in Stewart Steel (a steel 
fabrication company) and in AgriStructure (a 
company making pipe fittings). 

Brian attends Christoval Elementary School and 
will be in third grade. He is involved in Cub Scouts, 
Pee-Wee baseball, church choir and is an acolyte at 
the Christoval United Methodist Church. Scott will 
begin kindergarten in the fall of 1987 at Christoval 
Elementary School. 

by Dwain Stewart 


STEWART, LEE ARLINGTON 
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Lee Arlington Stewart and Mary Lula Stewart 
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Lee Arlington and Mary Lula (Watson) Stewart 
came to San Angelo from Williamson County shortly 
after the turn of the century. Two of Lee’s brothers 
had returned to Georgetown from a horseback trip 
to Tom Green County. They excitedly reported to 
the rest of the Stewart family that they had found 
“plenty of tall grass for the horses and lots of water 
for fishing.” 

Lee and Lula and their three small daughters, 
Bertha, Sadie and Bessie Lee, made the move to San 
Angelo, where four more children were born. Their 
two sons, Jesse Reagan, born in 1905, and William 
Watson, born in 1908, were followed by two more 
daughters, Effie in 1914 and Flossie Lorene in 1918. 
During this time, Lee’s father and stepmother, Sam 
and Mollie Stewart, had moved their entire family 
to San Angelo. 

Lee supported his family by delivering fresh fruits 
and vegetables from a horse-drawn hack. He used 
his artistic talents in carving and painting animal 
silhouettes, especially horses, and many of these 
were used, as was then the custom, as ornaments 
hung over the outside door. He was also a carver of 
tombstones, possibly out of necessity. His wife’s 
parents, brothers, and sisters were now living in San 
Angelo, and there were frequent deaths within the 
family. Many of his markers were moved from the 
old “Cemetery Gridiron” to Fairmount Cemetery. 
They can also be found in the Ben Ficklin Cemetery. 

The Stewarts fostered closeness in a family, and 
many grandchildren, now adults, still have fond 
memories of the Christmas parties at “Pappy and 
Granny’s” house, where each child would find a sack 
of candy and a toy under the tree. 
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Supported by strong family ties, only one of the 
seven Stewart children ever left San Angelo to live 
elsewhere. There were 25 grandchildren, 59 great- 
grandchildren and 62 great-great-grandchildren, 
many of whom attend an annual Stewart Family 
Reunion in San Angelo over the Labor Day weekend. 

Lee Arlington Stewart (1877-1943), his father, 
Sam Stewart; stepmother, Mollie; brothers, Arthur, 
Kennedy, and Irrie; sisters, Charlsie Wyndon and 
Arlu Ward, are all buried in Ben Ficklin Cemetery. 
This same cemetery is the final resting place for 
many of the Watson relatives, including Lula’s 
parents, William L. Watson (1844-1916) and Julie 
Watson (1846-1936). Lula Stewart died in 1955 and 
is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Wyvon Stewart McCrohan 


STITES, JACK 


James (Jack) W. Stites was born on September 3, 
1907 at 511 Spaulding Street, San Angelo. The small 
house located here burned down, but the home built 
in 1910 by his parents, Ben and Elna, is still there. 
Jack attended San Jacinto school and graduated from 
San Angelo High. He attended DeMolay. 

After two years in Texas A&M College, he worked 
for San Angelo Telephone Company as lineman. He 
met Florine Clay, a friend of his sister, Margaret. He 
dated Florine, and they wrote letters to each other 
when he was in college. A home wedding was held 
on September 11, 1930 at J.J. Clay home, with about 
60 present. Harold Cornelison was best man and 
Margaret A. Stites, maid of honor, pastor Elmer 
Ridgeway performing the ceremony. Mrs. Thomas 
Head baked the wedding cake and Florine promised 
to really take a bite. Jack was so afraid the Telephone 
Gang would kidnap him or Florine, that they sneaked 
out the back door, so they missed the rice shower. 

Jack and Florine lived in a small house on Howard 
Street. A son, William Clay, was born on July 1, 1934. 
He enjoyed many children to play with in the 
neighborhood, and attended Stephen F. Austin 
School. His brother Claude was born May 15, 1940. 
The family moved to a new home built on North 
Monroe Street. 

Jack took a job with Bell Telephone Company in 
San Antonio; so they moved and lived there two 
years. Twin girls, Celia A. and Margaret B., were 
born October 7, 1944 in Nix Hospital. The twins had 
a great time growing up: birthday parties, Brownies, 
music lessons, and Santa Rita School and Robert E. 
Lee Junior High. This was back to San Angelo and a 
home on Milton Street. Jack was now in the switch- 
room of General Telephone Company. The boys had 
paper routes and after graduation, William Clay 
served in the U.S. Navy for three years; then 
graduated from San Diego State. Claude served two 
years in the Army at Fort Ord, California, and two 
years of college. 

Claude lives with wife Dorothy and four children 
in New Braunfels, Texas. William Clay and wife, 
Shigeko and three sons live in Baldwin Park, 
California. Celia and husband, Tom Citizen, pastor 
of Friendship Baptist Church, live in Las Vegas and 
have a son and daughter. Margaret and husband, 
Michael Neumann, and a son live in Riverside, 
California. 

Jack worked as a lineman, switchman, and in PBX 
maintenance. After 41 years in the Telephone 
Company, he retired in 1970. The family moved to 
La Habra, California, in 1959, then to Paradise, 
California on retirement. San Angelo is a special 


place to all — where we grew up, went to school, 
visited grandparents; special for fun, fellowship, and 
visiting friends and loved ones. 

by Florine Clay Stites 


STITES, JAMES BENJAMIN 
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James Benjamin Stites 


James B. Stites was born on July 16, 1883, in 
Manor, Texas. He came with his parents to San 
Angelo in 1889. San Angelo was only a village of 
about three hundred. Ben lived on Woodrow Street 
and attended the school located on Magdalen Street, 
and he went to a business college in Waco. 

Ben was married on September 19, 1906, to Elna 
Elizabeth Holland of Sonora, Texas. Elna was born 
in 1884 in Burnet County. Ben was working in a 
store in Sonora when he met Elna. Her parents were 
William A. Holland and Susan I. Glimp. William 
and Susan lived on a ranch in Sonora and a home on 
Austin Street in San Angelo. 

Jones and Stites Grocery Store was located on 
Beauregard. Later, Ben ran Bake-Rite Bakery on 
South Chadbourne. For years, he worked for Model 
Laundry and Aztec Cleaners. 

Elna and Ben’s children are Margaret A., artist 
and teacher, Elna Elizabeth, married to Burgin Dunn 
of Kingsville, and James W. married to M. Florine 
Clay. 

There were six grandchildren. Ben, Elna and 
children were members of First Baptist Church; Ben 
attended Goodfellow Class, and Elna worked in 
Missionary Society and Sunday School. Mrs. Ben 
Stites was a member, No. 4284, of the Daughters of 
Texas Republic, through ancestor Zadock Woods of 
Austin’s 300. Woods was killed in 1842 at Dawson’s 
Massacre and his remains are buried at Texas 
Monument, La Grange. 

James W. Stites, son, is a member, No. 51267, of 
General Society of Mayflower Descendants. This is 
through Zadock Woods to Minerva Cottle on to 
William Bradford, Mayflower ancestor. 

Ben died in 1974 and Elna in 1967; both are buried 
in Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens, San Angelo. 

by Florine Stites 


STITES, JAMES TUNIS 


James T: Stites 


James T. Stites was born April 20, 1851 in Indiana. 
He came with his family to San Angelo from Manor, 
Texas, in 1889. His parents were Benjamin T. Stites 
(1808) and Lilian A. (Fuller) Stites, married on 
February 14, 1875 in Arkansas County, Arkansas. 
Their children were Claude, James Benjamin, and 
Ida. 

James T. was a carpenter and helped build many 
beautiful homes in San Angelo. He built his home 
on Woodrow Street and his son Benjamin’s home at 
511 Spaulding in 1910. The family were members 
of the First Baptist Church and active in work there. 

Ida married Albert T. Talbert, and their children 
were Lilian A. and Gladys S. Gladys worked for the 
telephone company, and Lilian was a teacher, and 
later worked for Shannon Hospital and Baptist 
Memorial Hospital of San Angelo. 

Claude married Dona Allison and worked and 
lived on a ranch in Sonora, Texas; they are buried in 
Sonora Cemetery. 

James Benjamin married Elna Elizabeth Holland 
of Sonora; they lived in San Angelo. 

Mrs. James T. Stites died in 1931 and James T. 
died in 1938; they are buried in Belvedere Memorial 
Park of San Angelo. 

Stites family research starts with John Stites, M.D., 
of England. He was a surgeon in Colonel John 
Hampton Regiment in the Revolution of 1640, and 
was said to have been one of the physicians 
designated to certify the death of Charles I. Later, 
John came to Plymouth, Massachusetts, to 
Hempstead, Long Island, and was physician to the 
colonists. He died in 1717. The Stites line goes from 
Richard Stites (1640) New York; William Stites 
(1676) New Jersey; Benjamin Stites (1725) New 
Jersey; Hezekiah (1761) Ohio; Rev. Record, New 
Jersey; and to son Benjamin T. of Indiana; to son 
James Tunis of Arkansas. 

Hezekiah and his brother Benjamin are buried in 
a beautiful Memorial Pioneer Cemetery off Wilmer 
Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. Both have Revolutionary 
markers on their gravestones placed by the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. These brothers were 
early founders of Columbia, Ohio, later became 


Cincinnati. Two large metal markers and a tall 
monument are in the cemetery, telling the early 
history of the pioneers. 

by Florine Stites 


STOKES, VERNON and 
NARCISSE 


Narcisse Stokes 


Narcisse Wiley was born in Madison County 
October 18, 1903, one of ten children of Robert and 
Anna Wiley. Her mother’s parents were Andrew and 
Fannie Jackson; her paternal grandparents were 
Susan Wiley and Robert Sampson. Her mother, she 
said, was born just this side of slavery; Fannie 
Jackson was a slave sold in Alabama and brought to 
Texas. Susan Wiley, Narcisse’s father’s mother, was 
a skilled cook. Narcisse learned cooking and sewing 
at home as a young girl. 

Narcisse Wiley attended Mary Allen Normal 
School and Prairie View College, where she earned 
a teaching certificate. Every one of the ten Wiley 
children finished the available school; three sisters 
and a brother taught in the rural school. In 1977 three 
of the family of ten were still living. The home place 
in Madison County is kept as a family farm, with 
shares passed on to grandchildren. 

Narcisse Wiley came to San Angelo in 1926 from 
Fort Worth, traveling with a sick sister and her family, 
who were seeking dry healthful air. Narcisse found 
work as a housekeeper for Mrs. Camille B. Bird in 
her brick home on Beauregard next to the court- 
house. She ran the house for 25 years, preparing 
lunches and teas when Mrs. Bird entertained, and 
doing a little catering and sewing for others in her 
spare time. She and Vernon Stokes were married in 
1928. He worked as a custodian. They had no 
children. 

At Mrs. Bird’s death in 1949, Mrs. Stokes decided 
to keep her independence and expand her catering 
business. At first she worked out of the Stokes home 
on West Third Street, finding a ready clientele among 
local hostesses. As her reputation grew, she moved 
to the house at 102 West 19th and remodeled the 
kitchen to suit her needs. Mrs. Stokes designed and 
executed menus ranging from a simple casserole and 
salad for a home party to a buffet for 600 people, 


served by her staff. Her station wagon traveled a wide 
area of West Texas, taking in Abilene, Kerrville, Fort 
Stockton, Eldorado, Sonora, and Ozona and 
including wedding receptions, dinner parties, 
bridesmaid’s luncheons, club luncheons, church 
guild teas, symphony teas, ranch parties, a cattle 
raisers convention at the Coliseum, an International 
Mohair Association meeting at Sonora. Willie May 
Guster was a longtime helper and associate, as were 
Gus Moten, James Horne and Curtis McCullough. 

Vernon Stokes died in 1965. If she allowed it, work 
could fill every day of the year, she said, but in later 
years Mrs. Stokes took an annual vacation, traveling 
abroad to pick up new ideas for food service, and 
perfecting her skills at short courses at cooking 
schools. 

A member of St. Paul Baptist Church and active 
in its scholarship fund, she was named Woman of 
the Year in 1964 by the Interdenominational 
Ministers’ Wives Alliance. 

She was a charter member of the local chapter, 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, and its longtime secretary. She was 
a charter member of the Rosary Reading and Art Club 
and a member of the Northwest Civic Club. She was 
awarded plaques by the Texas Association of 
Women’s Clubs and by the Stokes-Parker District 
of the State Association. She had been president of 
the Southwest Region, National Association of 
Women’s Clubs and of the Stokes-Parker District 
(named for her and for another woman). 

Mrs. Stokes’s advice, name and influence were 
sought by San Angelo leaders and she served on 
many boards: the Red Cross, United Fund and the 
Community Recreation Center to name a few. She 
appeared on stage at an Angelo Civic Theatre benefit. 
In 1977 she donated some of her famous recipes and 
menus to the Junior League, who dedicated a section 
of their cookbook to her. San Angelo Magazine in a 
feature article in 1982 called her “Queen of the 
Concho Kitchen.” 

Narcisse Stokes died in 1985. With Vernon Stokes 
she is buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Katharine Waring 


STRAIN, C. HUNTER 


C. Hunter Strain - 1958 


C. Hunter Strain first came to Tom Green County 
from Mississippi with his parents J.B. and Margaret 
Frances Wilson Strain, and brothers and sisters, to 
live on a farm in the Ray Community in 1908. After 
several years he left home to attend school at 
Wayland Baptist college in Plainview. He transferred 
to Colorado College in Colorado Springs. He left 
school before graduating and entered the emerging 
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highway construction business with one truck in 
1919. 


Clara Lodal Strain, wife of C. Hunter Strain. Photo 
1985 


In 1922 he married Clara Lodal who had grown 
up on a farm in Palo Pinto County. At the time she 
was teaching school in Graham, Texas. Together they 
followed highway construction as paved highways 
began to crisscross the state. 

The family moved to San Angelo in 1929 to make 
it their permanent home. Hunter briefly abandoned 
highway construction to become T&P Oil Company 
consignee. The gasoline business was a brief 
interlude and he continued to be involved in high- 
way construction specializing in asphalt paving. 

Clara, while Hunter went about West Texas 
keeping road jobs going, was attending to home and 
two children. Her interest in home and family lead 
to work with P.T.A., First Presbyterian Church, 
Scouts, and school booster groups. 

Highway construction business began to grow 
rapidly as the U.S. began preparation for World War 
IL. C. Hunter Strain became a general contractor. He 
and T.M. Brown formed Strain and Brown, Inc. soon 
after WWII. This company was able to do larger, 
more diverse construction in addition to asphalt 
paving. Later, with his brother, J.H. Strain, formed 
Strain Bros., Inc., a general construction company. 
Strain Bros., Inc. continued after the death of C. 
Hunter in 1958 under the leadership of son Hunter 
Strain. 

Strain construction projects of note in Tom Green 
County which were carried out before his death 
include paving the streets at McKnight Sanatorium, 
now Carlsbad State School at Carlsbad, San Angelo 
Stadium dirt work, Goodyear Tire Testing Track and 
many miles of asphalt highways. 

Agriculture also lured Strain. Santa Gertrudis 
cattle was a particular challenge which he and his 
brother, W.W. Strain pursued at various locations in 
Texas for a number of years in the 1950’s. 

Mrs. Strain, son Hunter and his wife, Mary Louise 
Schuch, and daughter, Margaret and husband, John 
Mallard, continue to reside in Tom Green County. 

by Margaret Mallard 
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STRAIN, CHARLES HUNTER 


Strain Family 
Front row L-R: David, Claire, Carl. Back row: 
Hunter, Martha, Mary Louise 


Charles Hunter Strain was born November 6, 
1928 to Claude Hunter and Clara Lodal Strain in 
Wink, Texas. 

Hunter attended San Angelo High School and 
graduated in 1949 with a B.S. degree in civil 
engineering from Rice Institute at Houston. 

Hunter was drafted into the army, then married 
Mary Louise Schuch, November 21, 1953. They 
moved directly to Elizabethtown, Kentucky. Hunter 
was stationed at Fort Knox. 

Mary Louise was born July 16, 1930 to Edwin H. 
and Cecile Schuch of San Angelo. She graduated 
from San Angelo High School, and attended San 
Angelo College. She graduated from Texas Christian 
University at Fort Worth in 1952 with a B.S. in 
physical education and a minor in home economics. 
After graduation she taught at Robert E. Lee Junior 
High School in San Angelo. 

In May of 1955 Hunter was discharged from the 
army and moved to San Angelo. He returned to work 
with his father’s business, Strain Brothers 
Incorporated. 

Mary Louise and Hunter had four children: David 
(1955), Claire Strain Duesing (1956), Carl (1957) 
and Martha Strain Banister (1960). They have four 
grandchildren. 

In 1958 Hunter Strain’s father, C. Hunter Strain 
died. 

In 1962 Strain Brothers Incorporated received the 
Construction Safety Award from the Texas Highway- 
Heavy Branch of Associated General Contractors. 
In 1964, Hunter was named to their board of 
directors, elected vice president in 1965, and in 
January 1967 he was elected president. He also 
served as West Central Texas area chairman of the 
association. In December 1967, he received a citation 
from L.B. Gilvin, vice president of the National 
Association of General Contractors. The award 
commended Strain for exceptional service in 1967 
as president of the Texas Highway-Heavy Branch 
of the Associated General Contractors, for 
strengthening the membership, and for initiating 
new programs which would benefit the entire 
industry. 

Hunter was a director of the Texas Good Roads 
Association, which is interested in highway 
legislation, and is currently a director for Central 
National Bank, and Central National Bank West. He 
is a charter member of the West Side Rotary Club, 


past president of the YMCA, former member of the 
Salvation Army board, elder in the First Presbyterian 
Church, and has worked with the United Way Fund. 

Mary Louise is a licensed pilot, past president of 
the Planned Parenthood Board, a former member of 
the Fort Concho Museum Board, and the Tom Green 
County Child Welfare Board. She is a sustaining 
member of the San Angelo Junior League, and a 
deacon of the First Presbyterian Church of San 
Angelo, worked with United Way. They operate a 
ranch on the Tom Green, Coke County divide. 

by Angela R. Case 


STROMAN, WILLIAM 
AUGUSTUS 


William Augustus Stroman and Elsie Cloudt 
June 16, 1915 wedding day 


William Augustus Stroman was born March 16, 
1890, in Gonzales County, Texas; died March 20, 
1984, in San Angelo. He graduated from Uvalde 
High School in 1909, then attended Fort Worth 
Business School. He married Elsie Cloudt June 16, 
1915, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cloudt, 
pioneer ranchers in Kimble and Edwards Counties. 
Mrs. Stroman died on August 11, 1978. 

In World War I, William served as a clerk in the 
Quartermaster Corps. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stroman came to San Angelo from 
Rocksprings in 1920 to start his career as an 
abstractor. He was admitted to the Texas Bar in 
1923, having studied law by correspondence from 
Blackstone Institute of Chicago. He was elected as 
Tom Green County Attorney for two terms, served 
as 119 District Attorney for two terms, and served 
in the Texas Legislature for nine years. 

During his lifetime, he founded the Tom Green 
County Abstract Company, sold it and founded the 
Stroman Abstract Company which he sold in 1951. 
He was known for his ability as a business man, 
having at one time or another owned ranch land in 
Brewster, Pecos, Real, Runnels, Hudspeth, Uvalde, 
and Tom Green Counties. 

During Mr. Stroman’s high school days, he did 
numerous things such as delivering fresh meat for 
people’s breakfast on a solid tire bicycle, working 
as an usher in the Opera House, working as a soda 
jerk, and operating a bicycle repair shop. 

When he was in the legislature, in a personal 
privilege speech from the “snorting post” he used 
the word “damn” and was called down by a fellow 
legislator for using a curse word in such 
surroundings; so Mr. Stroman replied that, for his 
information, according to the Supreme Court section 
so and so, article so and so, “damn” is not a curse 
word but a word of emphasis. Then on another 
occasion they said it took him a year to find the 
“voting yes’’ button. He wasn’t influenced by 
lobbyists, as evidenced by one legislator asking 


another about voting for a bill and he replied that if 
I talked to him, he would probably vote against it. 
Also, it was told that the gifts he received at 
Christmas from lobbyists were returned. He was 
known for his fairness by listening to both sides of a 
question. He was always available to meet with 
members of his district to discuss matters; thus he 
truly represented the people. 

He liked people and liked to mix with them, as he 
had been a member of the Lions Club, and active in 
the San Angelo Radio Club in the early 1920s. Mr. 
and Mrs. Stroman were members of the First 
Presbyterian Church. Mr. Stroman’s forefather 
migrated to Texas from Orangeburg, North Carolina, 
where he was a plantation owner. Mrs. Stroman’s 
ancestors came from Germany and can trace this 
ancestry back to the year 1390 to Moer, Germany, 
to a nobleman Johan Von Pelden named Cloudt or 
Goswijn. Mr. and Mrs. Stroman had three children: 
Eileen (Mrs. John Lemp), William James, and 
Gusta Mae (Mrs. Fred Brewton). 

by W.J. Stroman 


STRUBE, A.W., SR. FAMILY 


A. W. and Mathilda Strube, on their wedding day, 
October 10, 1907 


Alfons Wilfred (A.W.) Strube, Sr., was born 
December 1, 1883 in Rockdale, Texas. He married 
Mathilda Theresa Hoelscher in the St. Boniface 
Church in Olfen, October 10, 1907. Mathilda was 
born October 10, 1887, Westphalia, Texas. The 
couple had ten children, all living as of this writing. 
Five sons; Otto, who married Olga Faltisek; Gilbert, 
who married Celesting Mees; A.W., Jr., who married 
Margret Willberg; Marvin, who married Mildred 
McDowell, and Daniel, who married Sherlene 
Michalewicz. Five daughters: Olivia, who married 
William Schwertner; Alice, who married R.B. 
Wilde; Valeria, who married Florence Wilde; 
Cordula, who married Edwin Wilde; and Florine, 
who married Virgil Gray. They had 45 grand- 
children. 


A. W. and Mathilda Strube, on their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary, October 10, 1957 


A.W.’s parents were Johan Strube and Katherine 
Gerngross, descendants of immigrant parents from 
Switzerland and Germany. Mathilda’s parents were 
EG. Hoelscher and Minnie Moeller, descendants of 
immigrant parents who came from Germany. A.W. 
and Mathilda each came with their families by wagon 
train to the prairies of West Texas in the fall of 1901. 

After the Strubes married they farmed near Olfen. 
They helped with building the St. Boniface Catholic 
Church which was the center of the community. They 
later moved to Rowena and then to Wall, Texas, in 
December 1933. Mathilda resisted moving to Wall 
in 1925 when the family first bought the farm 
property there, because of the distance to a Catholic 
Church. She feared that her children would grow up 
without the benefit of the Christian training they 
would receive in the church. She finally consented 
to move in 1933. Her devotion to the church was 
fully manifested in 1941 with the establishment and 
building of the current St. Ambrose Catholic Church 
which stands on property formerly part of the Strube 
farm. A.W. and Mathilda were most instrumental in 
the establishment of the church at Wall, encouraging 
interest, and holding organizational meetings in their 
home. The meetings were conducted by the Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor F.J. Pokluda, who later became pastor, 
and attended by Bishop Lucy of Amarillo, and many 
other Catholic community leaders. 

Mathilda was active in community activities. She 
attended Mass daily, often being the only person in 
attendance. Her firm belief was that her prayers kept 
her family safe and well, including the safe return of 
four sons who served in military service during time 
of war. A.W. encouraged his wife to drive the 
automobile, and join in activities to broaden her 
interest and knowledge. She was keenly interested 
in the Home Demonstration Club, and very active 
in PTA, Altar Society and other church organizations. 

A.W. was a very colorful person. In addition to 
fluency in German and English, he taught himself 
Spanish. Mexican and Anglo friends sought him out 
for help in reading and writing letters. He loved 
music, and played several instruments, entertaining 
his grandchildren as they gathered around to hear 
him play. He had the rare charm for spinning tales 
of events of long ago. 

A.W. Strube was a lifetime cotton farmer by 
vocation; and by avocation a linguist, carpenter, 
auctioneer, veterinarian, and musician. His farm in 
Wall was one of the finest cotton farms in Tom Green 
County. He pioneered the drilling of irrigation wells 
in the Wall area. He served for many years as 
auctioneer for the Catholic Church Parish Festivals 
in Rowena and Oflen. 


A.W. and Mathilda were lifetime members of the 
Catholic Church, 50-year members of the Knights 
of Columbus and Altar Society. A.W. was for 15 
years on the Board of Directors of the Federal Land 
Bank in San Angelo. 

A.W. and Mathilda celebrated their 50th and 60th 
wedding anniversaries with Masses at St. Ambrose 
Church with all children and grandchildren attending. 

A.W. Strube died January 17, 1969, and Mathilda 
Strube died December 23, 1977. They rest side by 
side in the St. Ambrose Catholic Church Cemetery, 
formerly part of the land they farmed. 

by Florine Gray 


STRUBE, DANIEL A. 


Daniel Alois Strube was born February 5, 1935, 
in San Angelo, Texas. On April 4, 1956, he married 
Sherlene Elizabeth Michalewicz in the St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church in Wall, Texas. Sherlene was born 
October 22, 1935, at Rowena, Texas. They have six 
children: Sherry Ann, who married Dennis Holebec; 
Susan Denise, who married Stanley Latzel; Roger 
Neil, who married Terry Merka; Paula Jean, who 
married John Frerich; Patty Lynn, who married 
James Furr; and Kelly Rene of the home. They have 
14 grandchildren, the latest being twin girls born in 
May, 1986. Sherlene is also a twin. 

Daniel served with the U.S. Army from 1955 to 
1956. He married Sherlene during this time and they 
lived in Tacoma, Washington. While in the Army, 
Daniel participated in ski maneuvers into Alaska. 
After completing his tour in the military, the Strubes 
returned to Wall, Texas, where they currently farm 
and make their home. Daniel raises cotton and grain, 
and is a great proponent of irrigation farming. 

Daniel’s parents were the late A.W. and Mathilda 
Strube, prominent Wall farmers, who came to the 
prairies of West Texas from Westphalia, Texas, in 
1901, moving to Tom Green County in 1933. His 
parents were instrumental in laying the groundwork 
for the present St. Ambrose Catholic Church at Wall. 
They were descendants of immigrants from 
Switzerland and Germany. Sherlene’s parents are 
Andrew and Louise Michalewicz. Andrew is 
deceased and Louise makes her home in Ballinger, 
Texas. They also were farmers who operated farms 
in the Olfen and Winters communities. They are also 
descendants of German immigrant parents. 

Daniel and Sherlene are members of the St. 
Ambrose Catholic Church; he is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, and she is a member of the 
Catholic Daughters of America. They are members 
of the Wall Polka Club, and Daniel is a member of 
the Wall Volunteer Fire Department. 

While Daniel is busy farming, Sherlene is always 
available to assist mothers who work out of their 
home with the care of their children, and has gained 
an excellent reputation in the field. Sherlene is also 
involved in Arts and Crafts, and is called upon to 
handle decorations for numerous weddings, showers, 
and receptions. Her field of expertise is in flower 
arrangements, wreaths, and corsage construction. 

Daniel and Sherlene have gained the reputation 
of being good neighbors, and are always willing to 
help a friend in need. 

by Florine Gray 
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STRUBE, GILBERT JOSEPH 


Gilbert Joseph Strube was born January 15, 1915, 
in Olfen, Runnels County, Texas, next door to his 
Grandpa Hoelscher’s store. On February 11, 1947, 
he married Celestene (Sally) Ann Mees (born March 
31, 1922, in Westphalia, Texas, in Grandmother 
Klypas’ home). They are the parents of seven 
children: Ann Strube (deceased) who married 
Thomas Fuchs, Jimmy Strube who married Carolyn 
Schwartz, Thomas Strube who married Ruth Janca, 
Theresa Strube who married Zane Eoff, Clair Strube 
who married Scott Mikeska, Kenneth Strube who 
married Connie Owen, and Laura Strube. They have 
17 grandchildren. 

Gilbert’s parents are the late A.W. Strube, Sr., and 
Mathilda Hoelscher Strube. Gilbert lived in Olfen 
until he was 11, when he moved to Rowena, Texas. 
Five years later he moved to Wall, Texas, where his 
father had bought land in 1925. At the age of 16, 
Gilbert and his brother, Otto, started the farming 
operation before the rest of their family came. Gilbert 
also had a partnership with his brother in the Vancourt 
Cotton Gin, which they later sold. They then operated 
the Wall Gin, which is now known as the Wall Co- 
Op Gin. Gilbert served in the Air Force during World 
War II, spending time in India, which took 60 days 
on board ship to reach because of the zig zag pattern 
taken to avoid enemy detection. 

Sally’s parents are Hugo Mees and the late Irene 
Klypas Mees. They moved from Westphalia, Texas, 
to Wall, Texas, to farm in 1925, when Sally was three. 
Sally served in the Navy WAVES during World War 
II, where she was stationed in Hunter College, New 
York, and the United States Naval Station in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 

After Gilbert and Sally were married, they bought 
farm land between Wall and Vancourt, where they 
still reside. During their farming career, they have 
also had farms in Concho County and Reagan 
County. They are members of Saint Ambrose 
Catholic Church. Gilbert is a charter member and 
past Grand Knight of the Wall Knights of Columbus, 
and Sally is a charter member of the Wall Catholic 
Daughters of America. Gilbert has served as 
president of the Wall School Board and Wall Co-Op 
Gin. 

by Clair Mikeska 


STRUBE, KENNETH 


Kenneth (Kenny) Joe Strube was born November 
23, 1960 in San Angelo, Texas. On August 14, 1982, 
he married Connie Sue Owen (born October 11, 1961 
in San Angelo). They have two children: Lindsey 
Nell Strube born April 2, 1984 and Slayton Gilbert 
Strube born June 25, 1986. 

Kenny’s parents are Gilbert Strube and Celestene 
Mees Strube. Kenny lived with his parents on their 
farm in Wall where he helped his parents farm. 
Kenny graduated from Wall High School in 1979. 

Connie’s parents are Clyde Owen and Mary Nell 
Mitchell Owen. Connie lived in San Angelo where 
she graduated from Lake View High School in 1980. 
She then worked for Stringer Oil Company until her 
marriage. 

After their marriage, they made their home in the 
Wall Community where Kenny farms and raises 
stock. Kenny is also a 1987 candidate for graduation 
from Angelo State University with a Bachelor of 
Animal Science Degree. Connie is a homemaker. 
They are members of Saint Ambrose Catholic 
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Church. Kenny is a member of the Wall Young 
Farmers. 
by Clair Mikeska 


STRUBE, MARVIN M. 


Marvin Michael Strube was born October 18, 
1929, ona farm outside of Rowena, Runnels County, 
Texas. Marvin married Mildred McDowell June 1, 
1955, in the St. Ambrose Catholic Church in Wall, 
Texas. 

Mildred was born February 18, 1937, in Menard, 
Texas. Marvin’s parents were the late A.W. and 
Mathilda Strube, who had farming interests in 
Runnels County since 1901 and the Wall Community 
of Tom Green County since 1927. Mildred’s parents 
were the late E.L. and Excel McDowell of Menard. 
Mr. and Mrs. McDowell were longtime residents of 
Menard County. 

Marvin and Mildred have four children: Dr. 
Marvin M. Strube II of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, Gail 
L. Strube of San Angelo, Jill Bredemeyer of Winters, 
and Janna Halfmann of Rowena. 

After their marriage in 1955, Marvin and Mildred 
made their home in the Wall Community where they 
reside today. They are members of the St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church in Wall. Marvin has been a member 
of Toastmasters International, San Angelo Jaycees, 
and the San Angelo Knights of Columbus. He is 
currently a member of the Wall Knights of Columbus 
(having served as Grand Knight), Wall Young 
Farmers and Wall Voluntary Fire Department. 
Mildred is a member of the Catholic Daughters of 
America. 

Marvin has had farming interests throughout his 
adult life. He retired from the position of Separation 
Settlement Manager with the General Telephone 
Company of the Southwest, after 30.5 years. 

Marvin served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
Conflict from 1951 to 1953. 

The Strube family ancestors migrated from 
Westphalia, Falls County, Texas, to West Texas in 
1901. They were one of the pioneer farm families to 
settle the Lipan Flat of Tom Green County and the 
Wall Community. 

by Florine Gray 


SULLIVAN, FRANCIS 


Francis Sullivan was a soldier at Fort Concho. 
He was born in Ennis, County Clare, Ireland, on 
October 18, 1836, and died at Fort Concho on April 
20, 1886. He enlisted in Company K, 3rd U.S. 
Infantry, on April 10, 1857, at Boston, Massachusetts. 
He served tours at Camp Winfield Scott, Virginia, 
in 1862, and at Fort Harker, Kansas, 1865-1867. He 
was discharged on March 1, 1867, at Camp Supply, 
Indian Territory. He went to Fort Concho after this. 

He married Annie McDermott on January 23, 
1870, in St. Louis, Missouri. Annie was born March 
8, 1847, in Mohill, Leitrem County, Ireland, and died 
May 29, 1902, at San Angelo, Texas. Francis and 
Annie Sullivan had six daughters, Katherine Myra, 
Rose Adolph, Mary Grace, Ella Frances, Annie and 
Margaret. 

Francis Sullivan was a member of Fort Concho 
Lodge No. 266, I.0.0.F., which was instituted 
February 23, 1880. He was also a member of the 
Knights of Pythias of San Angelo. 

A few years before his death, Francis Sullivan, 
on account of ill health, resigned his position as 
forage master, U.S. Army, and superintended the 


moving of the bodies of the U.S. Soldiers and their 
families from the old Fort Concho Cemetery in 
Millspaugh addition to San Antonio, Texas. The work 
was done by overland transportation with army 
mules and wagons. 

Francis Sullivan’s body was originally buried in 
the old San Angelo Cemetery where the old San 
Angelo High School was located, and was later 
moved to the new Catholic Calvary Cemetery to a 
family plot. 

Annie McDermott Sullivan was left a widow with 
six small girls to support. Katherine lived from 
November 5, 1870, to February 13, 1898. Rose was 
born September 6, 1872, and died March 18, 1895. 
Ella Frances married W.K. Jackson and moved to El 
Paso. Her daughter Mary Jo (Mrs. William Ward) 
still lives in El Paso. Annie (whom everyone called 
“Ratchie”) became a nurse. She lived from January 
28, 1879, to April 22, 1941. Margaret was a nun 
(Sister Mary Joseph) and lived from September 26, 
1882, to July 23, 1941. 

Grace Sullivan married Oliver Francis Werst and 
had six children. After the death of her first husband, 
Grace married William Edward Gibbons in 1911. 
Mr. Gibbons was foreman of the boilermakers at the 
Orient Roundhouse. One daughter, Lucy, was born 
in San Angelo. One son was born in 1916 in Parsons, 
Kansas, where Gibbons had moved. Lucy (Mrs. 
Melvin May) lives at Lake Tawakoni. W.E. Gibbons, 
Jr., is deceased. 

Grace Sullivan lived from December 27, 1874, 
when she was born at Camp Supply, Indian Territory, 
to January 16, 1955, and is buried in San Angelo. 

by Oliver Franklin Werst 


SURBER, WELDON and ALICE 


The Weldon Surber Family 
Lto R: Alice Surber, James Weldon Surber, Weldon 
Surber, and Kay Surber 


Weldon and Alice Surber came to San Angelo in 
July, 1936, just before the big flood in September. 
We were very young, with a five-year-old boy, James 
Weldon. We were married in St. Joseph, Missouri, 
in 1930. Weldon had run away from his home in 
Waco, riding the train as far as his pass would permit, 
and I was an orphan. 

The Depression drove us to Texas and we settled 
in Haskell, a short distance from the Surber home in 
Stamford. Weldon especially made a place for 
himself in the community. He was president of the 
Jaycees, worked in the church, managed camp 
meetings, all civic work in Haskell. He was a born 
leader and loved it. 

Weldon had been very ill in a hospital in Kansas 
City. When we came to San Angelo, Dr. Victor 
Schulze, Sr., Dr. Gus Eckhardt, and others decided 
he had suffered that vicious pleural pneumonia. 


He had a long recuperation and just started helping 
me in the beauty shop. Weldon raised all the money 
for the first performance of the Symphony, and they 
dedicated a concert to him after his death in 1976. 
We had a daughter Kay, born in 1945, and we really 
welcomed her. We built our home on Paseo de Vaca 
and Avenue M and did lots of entertaining there. 
Weldon was president of the San Angelo College 
Entertainment Association, and brought many fine 
performances, celebrities like Tyrone Power and 
Charles Laughton, the Great Philadelphia Orchestra 
for two nights — the only stop in Texas. It shook up 
the New York Times, there were so many people who 
also wanted these celebrities. 

We built a very successful beauty shop business 
during this time at Hemphill-Wells Company, made 
lots of friends and loved San Angelo. Weldon had 
always promoted his town and his church. He was a 
moving force in locating the Johnson Street Church 
of Christ where it is now. Most said it was too far 
out. 

Weldon said we would never be a city without a 
civic center. In the prayer of dedication, they said, 
“Here it is, Weldon.”’ They named the street beside 
it for him. He was also head of the Red Cross during 
the War and I worked as a home service worker one 
day a week, arranging loans for the service men. 

Back to entertaining, the Houston Hartes had the 
great Heifitz, Pat and Scottie Johnson had the great 
Eugene Ormandy and Rubinstein. We had Hal 
Holbrook. Leon Fleisher stayed with us three days — 
he is still a famous pianist — and he practiced at Amie 
Cornick’s. We had many exciting experiences. We 
had John Boles as a guest once, a very fine actor in 
the early days, and we loved him as teen-agers. I 
worked with the civic theater and was on the first 
board. I worked ten years with Miss Wool, chosen 
by the Sheep and Goat Raisers Auxiliary. Mrs. Edwin 
Mayer recruited me, and was a moving force. 

The people who entertained and built the cultural 
flavor of this city are far more than I can ever 
mention. 

by Alice Surber 


SUTTON, JOHN 


The family name of Sutton has been well known 
in Tom Green County since the early 1900s. Three 
generations, all carrying the name John Sutton, have 
lived in and practiced law in San Angelo. The first 
of these, John F. Sutton, moved to San Angelo and 
opened his law practice in the First National Bank 
building in March, 1921, having previously practiced 
law in Alpine and Ballinger. In the fall of 1922, he 
began two years of service as Tom Green County 
attorney. This terminated with his election to the 
51st District Court judgeship in 1924. Judge Sutton 
retired from this court at the close of 1952. 

Genealogical research done by his granddaughter, 
Sylvia Hoad, has traced John Sutton’s parental 
lineage to its Texas origins in Peter’s Colony in 
Denton County. His grandfather, Joseph Pekins 
Sutton, who was a farmer, surveyor and furniture 
maker, resided there well before 1845, prior to Texas 
statehood. The ancestors of Joseph had come to 
Texas from Virginia and Illinois. John Sutton’s 
mother was the daughter of Jack Long, a Texas 
pioneer farmer who was said to have been a member 
of the party that rescued Cynthia Ann Parker. 

John was born in Kingsland, Texas, on May 26, 
1890, to Sarah Elizabeth and Ambers Likens Sutton. 
He had five brothers, Albert, Pete, Joe, Claude and 
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Mr. and Mrs. John F. Sutton, Jr., and daughter, Joan 


Judge and Mrs. John F- Sutton with grandchildren, 
Joan Sutton and John Ewing Sutton 


Carl, and one sister, Maude (later, Mrs. Gus Graves). 
As asmall child, John moved from Llano County to 
Menard where he attended public school. 

Thereafter, John attended Sam Houston State 
Normal College and taught school for three years 
before pursuing further studies at the University of 
Texas, where he received his law degree. He was 
admitted to the Texas State Bar in 1916 and then 
began his career as an attorney. 

John Sutton, Sr. was married in 1916 to Pauline 
Elam, his wife of 45 years. They had two children, 
John, Jr., and Dorothy. Their son John was born in 
Alpine in 1918, and Dorothy was born in 1923 at 
the old St. John’s Hospital in San Angelo. Both were 
reared in San Angelo and attended public school 
through high school. 

Dorothy attended Ward-Belmont College in 
Nashville and after graduation, married Clyde V. 
Bays, Jr., the son of long time San Angeloans, Mary 
and Clyde Bays. Dorothy and Clyde presently live 
in Plano, Texas. They have three children, Sharon, 
(Mrs. Fulton Holmes), Mrs. Sylvia Hoad and Clyde. 
Their three granddaughters are Emily and Cheryl 
Hoad and Noelle Holmes. 

After graduating from San Angelo High School 
in 1936, John F. Sutton, Jr. attended the University 
of Texas where he received his degree from the 
School of Law in 1941. In 1940, John married Nancy 
Ewing, daughter of Joshua and Bula Baugh Ewing, 


of Austin, Texas. Nancy’s mother was a member of 
a pioneer Schleicher County ranching family. In 1948 
John Sutton, Jr. returned to San Angelo where he 
originally was a partner in the firm of Kerr, Gayer, 
and Sutton. Later he practiced with the firm of Sutton, 
Steib and Barr until 1957. He subsequently moved 
to Austin where he became a law professor and later, 
the dean of the University of Texas School of Law. 
Since he retired as dean, John and Nancy maintain a 
home in San Angelo as well as in Austin. The Suttons 
have a daughter, Joan (Mrs. Tom Parr), a son, John 
Ewing and four grandsons, Robert and Stephen Parr 
and Brandon Ducote and Joshua Ewing Sutton. 
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Judge John F: Sutton with son, John F- Sutton, Jr.; 
grandson, John Ewing Sutton and great-grandson, 
Robert Parr 
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John Ewing Sutton Family - 1987 


John E. Sutton, the third generation to carry the 
name, was born in San Angelo while his parents lived 
there. At the age of seven, he moved with his family 
to Austin, where he attended public school and 
received accounting and law degrees from the 
University of Texas. After returning to San Angelo 
in 1977, he married Jean Ann Schofield. John E. 
Sutton was a partner in the San Angelo law firm of 
Shannon, Porter, Johnson, Sutton and Greendyke 
until May, 1987, when he was appointed judge of 
the 119th District Court, thus following in his 
grandfather’s footsteps. At his swearing-in ceremony, 
the young Judge Sutton elected to sit in the restored 
chair which had served at his grandfather’s bench 
during his long tenure as judge in the 51st District 
Court. 

In addition to his long legal career, John F. Sutton, 
Sr. had a great interest in ranching. He first owned a 
Menard County ranch in partnership with his brother 
Carl. Later he bought a twelve-section ranch near 
Del Rio and raised both sheep and goats on this ranch. 
His son and daughter recall many happy summers 
spent there learning about ranching. The loss of this 
ranch during the depression era saddened the Sutton 
family, all of whom had a deep love of the land. 

Recovering from this financial setback, the elder 
Sutton later purchased a smaller ranch 17 miles 
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northwest of San Angelo. After retirement from the 
bench, Judge Sutton primarily devoted himself to 
this ranch. 

Always an outspoken man, both as a jurist and a 
rancher, Judge Sutton was quoted in the Standard- 
Times in May 1962, “I think that a man who is going 
to retire should plan his retirement and find some 
outside interest to occupy his time — and the out- 
side interest should be such that he hopes to make a 
profit. I don’t think growing roses or fishing will do 
it. Hence, the ranch.” There he raised both sheep 
and Hereford cattle for a number of years before 
switching his allegiance to Angus Cattle. 

Pauline Sutton died in 1961, and Judge Sutton 
later married the former Helen Jackson. She was with 
him at the ranch at the time of his death on April 4, 
1973. He had just finished riding the ranch, checking 
on his beloved land and cattle, and died as he 
dismounted from his horse. His survivors felt this 
was a fitting close for his well-spent 82 years. 

On May 17, 1973, the Texas Legislature unani- 
mously adopted House Concurrent Resolution 142 
which carried the following statement: 

“WHEREAS, The death of this distinguished 
lawyer, judge, and public servant is a deep loss to 
his family, to the entire community he served so well, 
and to his many friends and ssociates throughout the 
State of Texas, and his career of professional 
excellence and devotion will long continue as an 
inspiration to all those who had the pleasure of 
knowing Judge Sutton; now, therefore, be it: 

RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of 
the State of Texas, the Senate concurring, That the 
63rd Legislature pay tribute to the life and service 
of the Honorable John F. Sutton of San Angelo.” 

by John F. Sutton, Jr. 


SWART, W.C., SR. 


The oldest surviving business building in 
Christoval is the Swart Barber Shop located in the 
center of the business district on the west side of 
Main Street. 

W.C. (Will) Swart, Sr., got his first look at the 
Concho Valley and Christoval in 1906 while 
traveling by wagon from Brown County, Texas, to 
visit his uncle, George Cobb, who worked on a ranch 
near Eldorado in Schleicher County. He was very 
impressed with the area and nine years later in 
1915, after his marriage to Lela Mae Vann, was able 
to buy the barber shop and move his bride to 
Christoval. 

Mrs. Swart taught in the Christoval School from 
1916 until 1923. During this time they lived in 
several houses along Main Street until 1924 when 
they built a house across the street and two houses 
down from the barber shop. The house location 
occupied the site of the old stage stop for the stage 
line from San Angelo to Sonora. 

Their eldest son, W.C. (Bill), Jr., was born October 
31, 1926, followed by Charles Robert born May 19, 
1930. 

The barber shop was the gathering place for most 
of the “spit and whittlers” in town and still displays 
a bullet hole in the rear door accidently put there by 
a local rancher showing off his new Colt .45. 

The shop also boasted a bath and closets as a place 
for the ranch hands to keep their “dress up” clothes 
until they came in from the ranches for Saturday 
night and Sunday. The bath feature was discon- 
tinued in the 1930s when the Williams Hotel and 
Restaurant on the north side of the barber shop 
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burned to the ground, along with the adjoining drug 
store. The barber shop was scorched but relatively 
undamaged. During the excitement of the fire and 
as the townspeople carried out the barber shop 
furnishings, Mr. DeWitt Holland, a local carpenter, 
ran in and picked up the cast iron tub, breaking the 
plumbing loose. He carried it across the street and 
set it over a picket fence into the Swart yard. The 
bathtub was never reinstalled. 

Mr. Swart served as a trustee on the Christoval 
School Board, and both he and Mrs. Swart were 
active in the Christoval Baptist Church for many 
years. Mrs. Swart taught a Sunday School class and 
Mr. Swart served as Sunday School superintendent. 

Mrs. Swart taught school again during the latter 
part of World War II and the years following. 
During the late 1940s and following years, she was 
a member and officer in the El Concho Study Club. 

Mr. Swart ran the barber shop until 1976 when ill 
health forced him to retire. 

Mr. Swart passed away in 1977 and Mrs. Swart in 
1986. 

by W.C. Swart, Jr. 


SYKES - POLLARD 


Pioneer Evangelist 


Rev. Tobias Sykes Family 
Will, Susan, Tobias, Mayme, Sara, Annie Laurie, Nat, 
Lucy, Carey and Fannie, circa 1899 


Tobias and Susan Sykes moved their family from 
Coke to Tom Green County in 1894 after the birth 
in November of their youngest child, RM. “Nat” 
Sykes. Nat was the namesake of Fortunatus 
Magruder, well-known San Angelo dentist and 
Baptist layman. Of the 12 children born to Susan, 
three had died in infancy; Tobias had lost his first- 
born in England. 

Born October 19, 1834, in Stickney, Lincolnshire, 
England, Tobias was the son of William and Mary 
Sykes and grandson to Thomas and Hannah Sykes. 
The Sykes home was known as Rose Cottage. As a 
young man, Tobias learned the nursery business, and 
in that capacity was associated with Anderson 
Crowder of Horncastle, England. He married Mary 
Crowder (circa 1857). After the death of little Mary 


Sykes Daughters - Annie Laurie, Sarah, Fannie, 
Mary and Lucy, circa 1910 


Elizabeth, they had sons, Henry and Edwin. (Henry’s 
son Homer was to become a well-known San Angelo 
pharmacist.) Tobias, a man of deep religious con- 
victions, became an ardent Baptist minister and 
evangelist. He was involved in the organization of 
new churches, which brought him into disfavor with 
the state church. Meanwhile, Mary’s health had 
deteriorated. For these reasons, the family emigrated 
to Texas aboard the ship Kaffraria and reached 
Galveston February 5, 1869. Within five months, 
Mary was dead. In October, 1874, Tobias married 
Susan Pollard. 

Tobias traveled from community to community 
preaching and organizing new churches. Short trips 
were made horseback. He referred to his mount as a 
“Spanish pony” to avoid amusing the wags who 
wished to hear him say “orse.’’ Other times he used 
a buggy, “eating dust for fifty miles in each 
direction.”” Many heard his sermons, and he helped 
organize many churches though his name rarely 
appears in a church history. 

In the meantime, the Sykes family was growing. 
In Washington County were born Rose in 1875 and 
Will in 1877. In Caldwell County were added 
Elizabeth in 1878, Z.N. Morrell in 1880, twins Sarah 
and Annie Laurie in 1881, and Mary Jane “Mayme” 
in 1883. Elizabeth lived for a year and Z.N. only a 
few days. Carey was born in San Saba County in 
1885 and Lucy in 1887. Twins Frances “Fannie”’ and 
Hayden joined the family in Mills County in 1889; 


EM. Sykes 
Co. D 111th Ammunition Train, American Expedition 
Force in France 1918 


Hayden was fatally burned four months later. 
Fortunatius Magruder “Nat” was born in 1894 in 
Coke County. 

The family lived in the Ed Lyell place before 
buying their own land on the south bank of the Main 
Concho River in 1899. On this place they started a 
small dairy, raised poultry and assorted livestock. A 
native pecan grove was enhanced by grafting and 
planting. From these sources, the family was supplied 
with meat, eggs, and dairy produce. There was a 
vegetable garden and a few fruit trees. The women 
made most of the dresses, shirts, undergarments, 
linens and curtains for the household. Tobias earned 
little by preaching; he would have fared better by 
pastoring one or more small churches instead of 
seeking communities in need of a new church. 

For a time, the children attended the Mullins 
school; by the time the Sykes school was started, 
only Nat was young enough to attend. Three of the 
girls attended Baylor College for Women in Belton. 
Annie Laurie went straight through and got her 
degree; Sarah attended two years, quit to teach and 
get married. She later got her degree. Lucy’s health 
ended her schooling. Mary Jane took a business 
course and became a stenographer. Rose chose 
marriage and Fannie stayed on the farm which she 
later managed and worked, much of the time alone 
or with hired help. 

At the time of his death, August 18, 1918, Tobias 
was visiting Carey in Caprock, New Mexico. He is 
buried there in Robinson Cemetery in a grave 
currently unmarked. 

Susan was born in February, 1851 to Thomas and 
Saphroni (Rose) Pollard in Spotsylvania County, 
Virginia. She migrated to Texas as a young woman 
to stay with kinfolk. Among the hardships she 
suffered as the wife of an itinerant preacher in 
pioneer times was the fall from a pecan tree about 
1910 when she broke her back. Susan died December 
31, 1928 in her own home. She is buried in the Sykes 
plot in Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Gwendolyn Allen 


TARIN, VALENTE and PETRA 


Valente Tarin, my maternal great-grandfather 
(born May 1855) and his wife, Petra Mufioz (born 
July 1860) appear in Tom Green County census of 
1880. Records show Valente was paying taxes in 
1879 on land he owned in the village of St. Angela 
where he was an adobe maker. 

His mother drowned in the 1882 flood that 
destroyed Ben Ficklin. 

Valente and his wife moved to Knickerbocker 
about 1885. Their family included one daughter, 
Aruelia, who married Inocente Lara on January 4, 
1895, and three sons, Gabriel, Cleto and Santiago 
(Jim). 

From a cemetery marker at Knickerbocker, 
Valente died March 16, 1907. It seems his widow 
later married Don Lolo, who owned and operated a 
billiard parlor at Knickerbocker. 

Valente’s sister, Paula Tarin, after the death of their 
mother, moved to El Valle, with her mother’s sister 
for a few years. There, she married Mr. Saenz and 
they had one son, Jesus, and two daughters, Juliana 
and Bartola. In later years, Bartola married Jose 
Sanches at Knickerbocker. Paula later married Mr. 
Gutierrez and their family included daughters 
Bernarda and Casiana. Casiana married Genaro 
Soto, Sr. In 1900, Paula was married to Mac Perez 
and they had a child, Tomasita. On May 24, 1902, 


Paula Tarin bought land from Joseph and Elizabeth 
Tweedy and in 1910, she operated her own home 
laundry. 

Valente’s eldest son Gabriel, born May 1876 at 
San Angelo, married Dolores Flores, a 
Knickerbockeran, on August 20, 1898. Gabriel 
Tarin died December 31, 1925, at Tennyson, Texas, 
but was buried at Knickerbocker Catholic Cemetery. 

Gabriel and Dolores had four children, Jose, 
Mariana, Gabriel, Jr., and Tiodosa. 

Jose (Joe) was born July 20, 1899. He married 
Genoveva Salazar in 1917. A widower, he later 
married Isidra Ramirez and they raised three sons 
and one daughter. 

Mariana was born April 16, 1901. She married 
Bartolo Lopes and had two sons, Emiterio and 
Gregorio. She died after the birth of her second child, 
at the age of seventeen. 

Gabriel, Jr., born February 16, 1913, was a con- 
firmed, gallant bachelor into his forties, when he 
married Juanita and raised two of her grandsons as 
his own. In 1987, Gabriel, Jr., remains the only 
surviving child of Gabriel and Dolores Tarin. 

Their youngest daughter, Tiodosa, born March 31, 
1917, married Alfredo Duke on December 8, 1934, 
at Knickerbocker, where their four sons and four 
daughters were raised. Tiodosa died April 5, 1954, 
followed by two sons, a granddaughter, a daughter 
and her husband, Alfredo, in September 7, 1979. 

by Rose Duke 


TATE, BENJAMIN SANDERS 


Benjamin Sanders Tate and his wife, Lentie 
Laswell Tate, brought their family to Tom Green 
County from Brown County in 1907. Their family 
consisted of eight boys and one girl. The girl, Susan 
Tate McMahan, stayed in Brown County with her 
husband, Joe McMahan. The boys who came to Tom 
Green County were: James William Tate and his wife 
Maggie, Thomas Lake Tate and his wife Eula, Oscar 
P. Tate, Sanders Luther Tate, Dennis Denton Tate, 
George Roy Tate, Odie Benjamin Tate and Earl Tate. 
Two other boys were born to B.S. and Lentie Tate in 


The Tate Family at Water Valley, Texas, December 1917 


Tom Green County. Erton Tate was born July 6, 1908, 
and Ernest Tate born June 14, 1911. 

The Tates settled at Water Valley, Texas, and 
became an integral part of the community. B.S. Tate 
bought three adjoining buildings there. One building 
housed a general merchandise store which Mr. Tate 
operated himself with the help of sons T.L. Tate and 
S.L. Tate. The adjoining building housed a bank 
which was operated by a Mr. J.G. Cooper. The next 
adjoining building housed a dry goods store with a 
small room attached that was the U.S. Post Office. 
Walter Armstrong was the postmaster and operated 
the dry goods store. This was a two-story building 
and the upstairs was a hall where the Modern 
Woodmen of the World and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows met. B.S. Tate was active in both 
organizations. The eldest son, J.W. Tate, and his wife 
Maggie operated the telephone Central Office which 
was owned by Harve and Louella Earnest. It was 
located above the livery stable. When J.W. and 
Maggie Tate moved across the road to operate the 
Reasonover Hotel, O.P. Tate and his wife, Nellie 
Gallagher Tate, began operating the telephone 
exchange, which was moved to a small building near 
the Earnest’s residence. 

In 1914, the Water Valley Independent School 
District built a two-story brick school house. This 
was the first brick building built in Water Valley. 

B.S. Tate was president of the Water Valley 
Independent School District and he was also pastor 
of the First Baptist Church which bought the old 
school building and moved it to its present location. 
B.S. Tate performed many wedding ceremonies, 
funerals, and baptisms. The weddings ranged from 
a cowboy who drove up in a buggy with his bride 
and called Mr. Tate out to the buggy to perform the 
ceremony and then paid with two frying chickens 
that he had in the back of the buggy — to a wedding 
at the McLaughlin Ranch located at the foot of 
McLaughlin Mountain where amid pomp and 
ceremony he married a wealthy ranch couple that 
had just arrived from England and settled on a nearby 
ranch. The baptisms were in the North Concho River 
at the Seymour Crossing. 


Back row L to R: Odie Benjamin, Dennis Denton, Earl J., Sanders Luther, Susan Tate McMahan, Thomas 
Lake, and George Roy Tate. Standing in center left: Erton F: Tate and Ernest C. Tate. Seated in front L to R: 
Oscar P. Tate, Benjamin Sanders Tate, Lentie Laswell Tate, and James William Tate 
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The Tate Family after Benjamin Sanders Tate died (Reunion in 1947) 
L to R: James William Tate, George Roy Tate, Thomas Lake Tate, Lentie Laswell Tate, Oscar P. Tate, Odie 
Benjamin Tate, Susan Tate McMahan, Earl J. Tate, Sanders Luther Tate, Erton F: Tate, Dennis Denton Tate, 


and Ernest C. Tate 


At times B.S. Tate quit preaching and started 
“meddling.” He actively campaigned for Woodrow 
Wilson for president and for Morris Shepard for 
United States senator. In November, 1919, he led a 
march to the depot of the Santa Fe Railway where 
they stopped the train and burned the Kaiser in effigy. 

In 1923, B.S. Tate and wife, Lentie Laswell Tate, 
sold their home in Water Valley to their son, Luther 
Tate and his wife, Agnes Ritter Tate and moved with 
their youngest four sons to Kent County, Texas. 

The eldest son, J.W. Tate, became a businessman 
and law enforcement officer in Snyder, Texas. T.L. 
Tate became an accountant and hospital admin- 
istrator in Brownwood, Texas. O.P. Tate became a 
farmer and grocery store operator in Snyder, Texas. 
S.L. Tate became secretary and business manager of 
Water Valley School. D.D. Tate became a produce 
manager-operator in Goldthwaite and Corpus 
Christi, Texas. G.R. Tate became grocery store and 
meat market operator in San Angelo. O.B. Tate 
moved to California and worked for the Southern 
Pacific Railroad. Earl Tate became a pharmacist and 
drug store operator in Brownwood. Erton Tate 
became a school teacher and Regional Social 
Security administrator in Wichita Falls. Ernest Tate 
became a school teacher and high school principal 
in Stamford, Anson and Noodle, Texas. Susan Tate 
McMahan was a homemaker in Brown County and 
San Angelo. 

All of the eleven children of B.S. and Lentie Tate 
lived past the age of 62. Many lived to be over 80. 
The mother, Lentie Laswell Tate, lived to be 90. B.S. 
Tate died at the age of 72. Benjamin Sanders Tate 
and Lentie Laswell Tate are buried in the Water 
Valley Cemetery. In adjoining plots in this cemetery 
are found the tombstones of their son, J.W. Tate, and 
his wife, Maggie Williams Tate; their son, Sanders 
Luther Tate and his wife, Agnes Ritter Tate; and their 
daughter, Susan Tate McMahan and her husband Joe 
McMahan. 

by Erton Tate 
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TAYLOR, ANDREW JOHNSON 


Andrew Johnson Taylor came to Tom Green 
County from Coryell County, Texas, in 1892 with 
his wife, Louisa Exine (Hammack) Taylor and sons, 
James LeRoy and A.J., Jr. He was born to James 
LeRoy Brock Taylor and Lucy Slay Taylor in 1866 
in Alabama. Louisa Taylor was born and reared in 
Coryell County, the daughter of D.L.C. Hammack 
and Laura Ann (Bateman) Hammack. By the time a 
third son, Charles Wesley Taylor, was born, they 
lived seven miles west of San Angelo in the hills 
near Arden. There Mr. Taylor quarried stones for 
monument bases while associated with Silas Izzard 
Monument Company, when not teaching public 
school during the short-term school year. 

Andrew and Louisa were the parents of five 
children who lived to adulthood: A.J., Jr., Roy, 
Charles, and daughters Lola (Taylor) Roberts and 
Layla (Taylor) Evans, who still resides in Big Spring, 
Texas. 

After moving to Robert Lee in Coke County, Mr. 
Taylor owned and operated a meat market, later 
adding a grocery section. He built the first and only 
ice plant in Robert Lee. He was justice of the peace 
for that county for many years. He was a Mason and 
Mrs. Taylor belonged to the Eastern Star. 

by Wilma (Taylor) Gardner 


TAYLOR, ELIZABETH 
BRIDGET (CROSBY) 


Elizabeth Bridget Crosby was born 1831 in 
Ireland. She was the oldest of seven children brought 
to Mason, Texas, by her widowed mother, Catherine 
McHugh Crosby, in the 1850’s. In 1864, Bridget 
married Henry Milam Taylor. They had two children, 
Lola Mary born March 4, 1866, Mason, Texas and 
Henry Mose born December 14, 1870, Peg Leg, 
Texas. Milam owned a cattle ranch in Menard County 
until 1872 when he bought the settlements of 
Bismarck Farm and Ben Ficklin. This included 5,000 


acres located just below the junction of the Main 
and South Concho Rivers. They donated land for 
the village of Ben Ficklin and buildings for a 
courthouse and jail, hoping Ben Ficklin would 
become the permanent county seat for Tom Green 
County. 

Retaining the lien, they sold their property to 
Francis Corbett Taylor in late 1873 due to Milam’s 
poor health. He died of pneumonia in New Mexico 
that same year. Bridget, now widowed, returned to 
Mason, Texas, where she and her children lived until 
1880. Francis Taylor died that year and she resumed 
ownership of Bismarck Farm and Ben Ficklin. She 
deeded six lots for the proposed building of a 
Catholic church. During the 1882 flood, she and 
her children remained in their home and survived 
the raging water, but the damage in real estate and 
crops was extensive. Undaunted by the damage, she 
continued to manage the farm successfully. 

In December of 1886, Bridget sold the land for a 
second time, holding the lien of C.B. Metcalfe. 
However, she continued to maintain a home in San 
Angelo and along with her daughter, now Mrs. 
Marion Robertson, and son Mose, enjoyed and was 
active in the civic and social life of San Angelo. Mr. 
Metcalfe gave up the farm in 1892; Bridget took over 
and was again successful in operating and main- 
taining the farm profitably. Four years later Marvin 
Jones purchased the Bismarck and she was never 
again obliged to resume ownership, but she still 
owned and held liens on numerous properties in San 
Angelo until her death. Her later years were spent in 
San Diego, California, where she died February 21, 
1916. 

Bridget Crosby Taylor was a woman of strong 
character, courage and generosity. Where men failed, 
she succeeded. When tragedies struck, such as the 
untimely death of her husband, two brothers’ tragic 
deaths, and during the loss of her only son, her step 
never faltered. Her Irish spirit of survival always 
prevailed. With her business ability to buy and sell 
land from Mason to Menard and on to Tom Green 
County, she provided a pleasant and satisfying life 
for her children. She truly represented the spirit of 
the people who pioneered Tom Green County. 

by Carol Knost McClendon 


TAYLOR, JAMES 
BLAKELY, JR. 


James Blakely Taylor, Jr. (known as Blake to 
family and friends) was born February 18, 1861, in 
Wetumpka, Alabama, the son of James Blakely 
Taylor, Sr., a successful eastern merchant. It was in 
1873 when the 12-year-old Blake traveled from 
Alabama to Ben Ficklin, Texas, to work for his uncle, 
the legendary Francis Corbett Taylor, at the Concho 
Mail Station. He did office work and also drove a 
stage with Elias Bates, who eventually ran the station. 

Several years before the fatal flood of August 24, 
1882, which took the lives of 65 people, including 
James Blakely Taylor, Sr., Blake moved to San 
Angelo, where he was employed by the W.S. Veck 
Mercantile Company. It was obvious from the start 
that Blake had an aptitude for this business. At the 
age of 22, Blake established the firm of J.B. Taylor 
Grocery and Curio Shop, which stood for 29 years. 
Three years before Blake died, his business was 
destroyed in the San Angelo Hotel fire but was soon 
rebuilt to its former prosperous state with the 
assistance of his son, Norman B. Taylor. James 
Blakely Taylor, Jr., typified the pioneer businessman 


James Blakely Taylor, Jr. 
1861 - 1907 


of early America. He brought to the savage West the 
epitome of morals, ingenuity, and dedication to 
family and community. 

As a young and upcoming businessman, Blake 
was in the social limelight, as is evidenced by letters 
of invitation written from him to Mary West. As 
Blake’s business flourished and friendships 
abounded, so did the love he held for Mary. After an 
acceptable courtship, the blessings of Dr. Jacob West 
(Mary’s father and one of San Angelo’s first doctors) 
were given for the marriage. They were married in 
June 1885. The following article appeared in the San 
Angelo Standard during the week of June 27, 1885: 

“The young gentlemen friends and admirers of 
Mr. & Mrs. J.B. Taylor tendered them a com- 
plimentary hop at the Gibson Hotel. The night was 
somewhat ‘caliente’ and long intervals were given 
between the mazes, which were deliciously spent in 
promenading in the moonlight on the extensive 
galleries, and in manufacturing exquisite music in 
the parlor. Many were the regrets expressed when 
the inevitable ‘home sweet home waltz’ floated out 
on the still night air.” 

Blake and Mary West were blessed with three 
children: Madeline, Norman, and Josephine. 

As stated in newspaper accounts when James 
Blakely Taylor, Jr., died at the age of 46 from a stroke, 
his name stood for integrity and truth, his friends 
numbered in the thousands, and with his death Texas 
indeed lost one of her best citizens. 

by James B. Taylor 


TAYLOR, DR. YOUNG PINKNEY 


Dr. Young Pinkney Taylor was born September 4, 
1887, in Greer, South Carolina. When he was a young 
man he moved to Florida and became a pharmacist. 
He met and married Janie Margaret Maige on 
November 13, 1905, in Jacksonville, Florida. 

Their first child born in Carabelle, Florida was 
Margaret Maige on September 21, 1912, she later 
married Grafton Fitzgerald of Houston, Texas. They 
had one child Janie Lucille. Young Pinkney Taylor, 
Jr. was born August 18, 1914, also in Carabelle, 
Florida. He later married Lucille Partridge of Seattle, 
Washington. He has one child Tamarine. 


Front row L to R: Young P. Taylor, Jr, Janie Maige 

Taylor, James T. Taylor. 2nd row L to R: Child - 

Tamerine Taylor, Margaret Taylor Fitzgerald. 3rd 

row L to R: Dr. Young Pinkney Taylor. 4th row L to 

R: Anna Louise Taylor and Jenny Kathryn Taylor 
1942 - San Angelo 


The Taylors moved to Galveston, Texas in 1915. 
They later moved to Houston where Dr. Taylor 
graduated from the Texas Dental College in 1920. 
He received post-graduate training at Columbia 
University and held the Chair of Radiography at 
Texas Dental College for the next nine years. He 
was past president of the Houston Dental Society 
and past grand marshal of Texas Alumni Chapter Psi 
Omega Fraternity. During that period of time he 
traveled extensively to many Texas cities in a 
successful effort to raise funds for the financially 
troubled Texas Dental College. 

Their third child James Thomas was born 
November 4, 1922, in Houston. He later married Jan 
Cunningham. Jenny Kathryn was the fourth child 
born August 25, 1925 in Houston; she later married 
Garland Ware of San Angelo, Texas. They had three 
children, Jimmy Dale, Charlene Ann, and Gary 
Douglas. 

The fifth and last child was Anna Louise born 
August 1, 1929, in Houston, she later married James 
Louis Walker of San Angelo. They had two children, 
Johnny Louis and Carol Ann. 


L to R: Margaret Maige Taylor Fitzgerald, Jenny 
Kathryn Taylor Ware, Young P. Taylor, Jr., and Anna 
Louise Taylor Walker 

1985 - Holiday Inn Concho - San Angelo, Texas 


The Taylor family moved to San Angelo in 1940, 
where Dr. Taylor opened an office in the old Rust 
Building located on Chadbourne Street. He shared 
the office with his brother, Dr. John Taylor, for some 
time. Later, when the Rust Building was condemned 
he opened an office on Twohig where he practiced 
until his death on July 27, 1961. 


Janie Maige Taylor was born March 24, 1892, in 
Carabelle, Florida. Janie was a homemaker and 
mother in the truest sense. Her life revolved around 
her family. She was always there for you when you 
needed her. She was a kind and gentle woman who 
was missed greatly after she passed away on 
November 20, 1975. 

Our families no longer live in Tom Green County; 
we are spread over several states, but there is always 
a strong pull to our roots — to our early beginnings 
in this area. The children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren of Dr. and Mrs. Taylor had a reunion 
in San Angelo in 1985 — it was so good to come 
home. 

by Anna Louise Taylor Walker 


TAYLOR, YOUNG P., JR. 


I was born in Carabelle, Florida, on August 18, 
1914, the first son of Dr. Y.P. Taylor and Janie Maige 
Taylor. 

I married Lucille E. Partridge of Seattle, 
Washington. We have one child, Tamarene Talbert 
of Mercer Island, Washington, and two grand- 
children, Renee and Derek Talbert. 

I lived in San Angelo for only one year after being 
discharged from the Army in E] Paso, Texas. I served 
four years during World War IJ, in the 515th 
Parachute Infantry in the European Theatre of War. 

I worked for Kimball-Angelo Wholesale Grocery 
before moving to Seattle, Washington, in 1946. 

I was employed with the Seattle Rubber Stamp 
Company for many years and retired on December 
27, 1976. Lucille’s father owned the Seattle Rubber 
Stamp Company, and she worked there also. 

My wife and I spent our honeymoon in San 
Angelo, and we also spent our vacations every year 
in San Angelo as long as my parents lived. 

We also attended our family reunion in San Angelo 
from June 6, to June 10, 1985. We held the reunion 
in the Holiday Inn. It was our first family reunion. 

We both feel that San Angelo is our home. 

by Young P. Taylor, Jr. 


TEAGUE, BENJAMIN ISAAC 


Benjamin Isaac Teague was born in Dekalb 
County, Alabama. He was the seventh of eleven 
children of Isaac and Margarett Francis (Johnson) 
Teague. Isaac, Margarett and family left Alabama 
ca. 1869 and settled in Washington County, Texas. 
Isaac died in January, 1870, of pneumonia and left 
Margarett and ten children (one child died shortly 
after birth) to finish the job of farming in a strange 
new place. Benjamin Isaac was only nine years old 
at the time, but he and his brothers and sisters helped 
their mother and this kept the family together. 

Benjamin Isaac moved to San Saba County, Texas, 
late 1884 to early 1885, more than likely following 
his older brothers, Henry and William Webster. 
William Webster served as sheriff in San Saba 
County for a while before moving on to San Antonio. 
Henry also left San Saba, moved to San Angelo and 
raised his family there. 

While living in San Saba, Benjamin Isaac worked 
as a carpenter. On November 24, 1885, he married 
Mary Alice Williams, the daughter of Wiley and Rose 
Gammon (Taylor) Williams. Benjamin Isaac and 
Mary Alice had four children: Carrie Mae (Harris), 
Dilmus Eugene (my grandfather), an unnamed baby 
boy (died soon after birth), and Oma Gracie (Lieber). 
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Around 1900, Benjamin Isaac and his family 
moved to San Angelo, where his older brother, Henry, 
was living. It was there on October 6, 1902, that Mary 
Alice died. Benjamin Isaac died a number of years 
later on September 19, 1922, and is buried beside 
his wife at Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 
Before his death, Benjamin Isaac had served as a 
city-county peace officer in San Angelo, Tom Green 
County, Texas. 

Carrie Mae married B. Carl Harris ca. 1904 in San 
Angelo. Carrie Mae and Carl later moved to Dallas, 
Texas. Carrie Mae died May 15, 1968, and is buried 
at Laurel Cemetery in Dallas, Texas. 

Oma Gracie married Frank Lieber ca. 1920 in San 
Angelo. Oma Gracie died in 1986 and is buried at 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

Dilmus Eugene married Lorena May Adney on 
September 27, 1919, in San Angelo, Texas. Dilmus 
and Lorena (called Rene by friends and family) had 
seven children: Willis Eugene, Sr. (my father), born 
December 24, 1920; Fay Authur, born July 8, 1922; 
Esther Alice (Bradford), born February 11, 1924; 
Roland Arnold (called Button by friends and 
family), George Emory, born January 24, 1932; Alma 
Ruth (Cryer), born October 4, 1933; and Dawn Ann 
(White), born February 2, 1936. All seven children 
and many of their children currently work and reside 
in San Angelo. 

by Willis E. Jr., and Rosemary K. Teague 


TEDDER, THOMAS RANSOM 
and STELLA (LAWSON) 


Thomas Ransom Tedder was born on September 
5, 1890, near Honeygrove in Fannin County, Texas. 
His parents were Guilford and Mary Erman (Cobb) 
Tedder. Early in his life the family moved to Denton 
County. 

He eventually met Stella Erman Lawson and the 
two were married on December 1, 1912 in Pilot 
Point. Stella was born November 25, 1892, near 
Awalt, which is close to Tullahoma in Franklin 
County, Tennessee. Her parents were John Lewis 
Lawson and Mary Becky (Brazier) Lawson. The 
John Lawson family moved to Denton County, Texas 
about 1895. 


Mary Erman Tedder and Ruby Tommye Tedder 
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Two daughters were born to Thomas and Stella: 
Mary Erman on May 4, 1915, and Ruby Tommye 
on May 29, 1918. 

Thomas R. was a farmer in the early part of his 
life. About 1924, the family moved to a farm near 
DeQueen, Arkansas. About 1926 another move was 
made to near Emory in Rains County, Texas, where 
he worked in railroad construction. 

In the late twenties, Stella was diagnosed as having 
tuberculosis and the family moved to Sanatorium, 
Texas. She entered the state operated TB hospital 
there where she remained almost a year. 

Thomas R. went to work at the hospital. At that 
time, the hospital was largely self-sufficient. The 
hospital had its own dairy on the north side of the 
campus, grew feed for the stock, operated a creamery 
near the water tower and stack and had a hog farm 
operation on the other side of the highway west of 
the campus. Thomas R. worked in these and other 
operations around the hospital. 

One of the many pleasant early memories of this 
writer was “helping” around the dairy and hauling 
the fresh milk to the creamery on a Model A Ford 
stake bed. There was always a sample of milk in a 
half-pint bottle fresh out of the bottling machine. I 
drank it straight from the bottle-no drinking glass... 
that was neat for a 6 or 7 year old! 


Thomas R. and Stella (Lawson) Tedder - 1945 


After the morning milk run was made to the 
creamery, the cows which were kept in the river 
pastures had to be fed. The stake bed was loaded 
with cake or hay and we headed for the river. 
Sometimes, Grandpa would let me blow the horn to 
call the cows in. At the sound of the “ah-oo-gah” 
horn, cows would suddenly appear out of the brush 
from every direction. 

Thomas R. worked at the “San” until about 1946. 
After that, he was involved with other lines of work 
until his death on September 22, 1947. He is buried 
in Belew Cemetery near Pilot Point with his parents. 

Stella lived mostly in San Angelo, looking after 
her five grandchildren and eventually great- 
grandchildren, until her death on May 9, 1982. She 
is buried at Lawnhaven in San Angelo. 

Mary Erman married Julian Nelson Earnest on 
September 13, 1933. Ruby Tommye married John 
D. Bright on August 13, 1938. 

by Thomas Harve Earnest 


TEEL, WILL 


William J. Teel and Eunice Clara (Ritter) Teel 


William Jennings Teel, Sr. (May 28, 1900 - 
November 17, 1972) was born in Amby, Lamar 
County, Texas, fifth child of John Elmas and Mary 
Elizabeth Ashley Teel. He came to Carlsbad, Texas, 
with his mother, brothers, and a sister, in 1915. 
Elizabeth had tuberculosis, and dry West Texas air 
was thought to be good for it. 

Will married Eunice C. Ritter (July 5, 1907 - June 
12, 1986), daughter of Crissie Coke and Minnie 
Taylor Ritter, September 27, 1924, in Carlsbad, 
Texas. Eunice was born in Water Valley, Texas, the 
first of ten children. Her life was spent in Tom Green 
County. Eunice was faithful to the Methodist Church, 
once member of the Eastern Star, loved her family 
and friends. During the Depression, she took odd 
jobs to help Will feed the family and three other 
families (Otis Cunninghams, Morris Teels, John 
Teel) which could not find work. No other mother 
ever loved her family more than this LADY. Eunice 
was an Avon representative for many years. She 
worked at McKnight Hospital as a cook. 


Will Teel and his delivery truck 


Will Teel enjoyed social gatherings, playing fiddle, 
and playing dominoes. He was a self-made fiddle 
player, and turned down opportunities to travel with 
name bands (Bob Wills) to make a stable home for 
his family. As a young man, he worked in the Eola 
area on a farm. He worked for Tom Green County 
during W.P.A. days; he did contract delivery for 
Montgomery Ward, retired and two years later went 
to work at McKnight Hospital in Sanatorium in the 
Power Plant Boiler Room. 


Will won domino tournaments in San Angelo, 
Carlsbad, Iraan, Sheffield, and Bakersfield, Texas. 
He loved sports and followed his children throughout 
their athletic careers. During World War II, Will’s 
truck became the source of transportation for the 
Water Valley football team. The entire Will Teel 
family was active in the Boy and Girl Scout Program 
during the 1930s and 40s. 

Will was a member of the First Methodist Church 
in Carlsbad, Texas, playing his fiddle on occasion at 
Sunday morning services; and Will was a member 
of the Masonic Lodge. He was concerned about 
others and many sought him out for advice about 
matters that troubled them. They usually came away 
with a better attitude. He was a partisan for that which 
he believed right and was loyal to his friends. The 
song in his heart and twinkle in his eye left their 
mark on the pages of West Texas History. 

by Wm. J. Teel 


TEEL, WILLIAM 
JENNINGS, JR. 


W.J. Teel, Jr. 


William Jennings Teel, Jr., was born to Eunice 
Ritter Teel and William J. Teel, Sr. (Will) October 
26, 1925, in Carlsbad, Texas. W.J. was active in the 
Boy Scout Program and became an Eagle Scout in 
1940. He attended elementary school in Carlsbad and 
graduated from Water Valley High School in May, 
1944. He joined the Naval Air Corps in January, 
1944, and the Navy let him finish high school. He 
reported to Lafayette, Louisiana, in June for Naval 
Air Corps School. He was stationed with the Hedron 
Fleet Air Wing #14-2 which served in the Pacific 
Area. He spent most of the time with the Naval Air 
Transport Service (NATS). W.J. received an 
honorable discharge on May 25, 1946. 

He enrolled in San Angelo Junior College in Fall, 
1946, where he made All Conference Forward in 


basketball. In the Fall, 1947, W.J. enrolled in Abilene 
Christian College (now ACU) where he received his 
B.S. Degree in 1950. W.J. (Bill) was voted to the All 
Texas Conference Basketball Team in 1949. He 
received his Masters Degree from McMurray 
College in Abilene in 1955. 


William J. Teel, Jr. and Jimmy Dale (Godfrey) Teel 


He married Jimmy Dale Godfrey, June 13, 1953, 
in Peacock, Texas, Stonewall County in the Baptist 
Church by Reverend Truman Teel (not related). 
Jimmy and Bill had three children: Rhonda Beth was 
born October 3, 1955. William Jennings, III, was 
born November 15, 1957, married Lesa Ann Hart 
January 2, 1982, and they have one daughter, 
Sheena Elese, born April 29, 1986. Jimmy Edith 
(Edie) was born June 1, 1965, and she married 
Charles Anthony Glass September 1, 1984. 

W.J. Teel, Jr., was a professional educator. He and 
Jimmy lived in Stonewall County sixteen years and 
moved to Iraan, Texas, in the summer of 1966. They 
lived in Water Valley a short time, from January to 
late Summer, 1972. They lived in Ira, Texas, from 
summer 1972 to summer of 1973, where W.J. worked 
at Western Texas College in Snyder and Rhonda, 
Jennings, and Edie attended school in Ira. The family 
moved to Big Lake, Reagan County, in the summer 
of 1973, where all three children graduated from 
high school. Both Rhonda and Jennings graduated 
from Angelo State University. 

W.J. retired as Superintendent of Reagan County 
Schools in 1980. For two years, he worked in oil 
leases. He ran for the State Board of Education in 
1982 before the Board was appointed. In the spring 
of 1982, he re-entered the field of education as 
Superintendent of Water Valley Schools. 

In 1967, W.J. and Jimmy bought property known 
in pioneer days as the “Murray Hotel and Stage Way- 
Station” in Water Valley. In 1983, they moved to 
their home in Water Valley. W.J. was Superintendent 
of Water Valley Schools from April, 1983, until his 
retirement August 1, 1986. Jimmy is employed by 
the school as elementary secretary. They are 
members of the Water Valley Methodist Church, and 
W.J. is amember of Elks Lodge #1880, San Angelo, 
Texas. 

by Wm. J. Teel 


TENNYSON, CHARLES LEE 


Charles and Mary Frances Tennyson 
Golden Wedding Anniversary 


Charles Lee Tennyson was born January 23, 1875, 
in Luling, Caldwell County, Texas. On September 
1, 1895, he married Mary Frances Hubby (born 
March 6, 1877 near Weatherford, Texas). They had 
two children: Viola Lee married Wallace Rumsey, 
and Alma married Homer Rumsey. They had seven 
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren. 

In the early 1900s, Charles and Frances moved 
from Oakalla, Texas, to the Red Bank Community 
in Runnels County and in 1910 they moved to the 
Klattenhoff Community in Tom Green County, 
where they lived for over forty years. 

Charles and his brother, Perry, built a lovely new 
home on his 160-acre farm in the Klattenhoff 
Community. He had a pump house with an irrigation 
well in it which he used to water patches of water- 
melons and cantaloupes. 

When he first moved to the Klattenhoff 
Community, he farmed the land where the lone oak 
tree is located. Some people thought that Spanish 
gold was buried under it. At night, treasure hunters 
would dig deep holes and would never refill them, 
but left them for Charles to refill. So Charles decided 
that he would play a trick on the treasure hunters. 
He filled a large three-legged pot with rocks and 
placed it in one of the holes before refilling it with 
dirt. Several years later, his son-in-law was farming 
this same farm when he found a hole with the im- 
print of the three-legged pot underneath the lone oak 
tree. The treasure hunters had carried off the pot and 
the rocks. When Charles heard about this, he laughed 
and said he wished he could have seen their faces 
when they found the pot of rocks. 

Frances was a very industrious housewife. She 
loved to work in her flower and vegetable garden. 
She raised chickens and sold eggs to a grocery store 
in San Angelo. She loved to sew and made many 
lovely quilts. When they first moved to the 
Klattenhoff Community, they boarded school 
teachers. That is how Viola met Wallace Rumsey. 
He came courting one of the boarding school teachers 
and later married Viola. 
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Charles and Frances were members of the Miles 
Baptist Church until his death. Frances then joined 
the Immanuel Baptist Church after moving to San 
Angelo. Charles died in Austin, on May 23, 1953, 
and was buried in the Miles Cemetery. Frances died 
in San Angelo on March 15, 1970, and was buried 
beside her husband. 

The parents of Charles were Levi Tennyson, a 
Methodist minister born in January 1834 in Illinois, 
and Elizabeth Seals Tennyson, born September, 
1837, in Tennessee. 

The parents of Frances were Leander Hutchins 
Hubby and Nancy Jane Allen Hubby. Nancy Jane 
Allen was a granddaughter of Martin Allen, who was 
one of the first “300 families” coming to Texas with 
Stephen F. Austin to settle on Peach Creek near the 
present town of Wallis, Texas. 

by Lucille Coleman 


TERRY, WILLIAM R.A. 


William R.A. Terry (November 29, 1825 - March 
8, 1916) married Louisa L. (Lunda) Elliott in 1850, 
and their children, born in Austin County, Texas, 
were: Thomas (1851-1898); Mary (1853); Samuel 
M. (1855-1928); James W. (1857-1897); Martha 
(1860-1948); America Catherine (1862-1942) 
married William H. McClure; Eliza (1864); Willie 
L. (1866-1946) married Singleton Edward; Sarah 
Callie (1867-1949) married Jim Edward. William 
and Lunda Terry are buried in Wall Cemetery. 

William Terry deeded an acre of land to the 
Methodist Church and cemetery, which was named 
Terry’s Chapel, located in the western part of Falls 
County, Texas, about 1900. He moved to the Wall 
community about 1905. 

William’s parents were Micajah Terry (March 3, 
1800 in South Carolina) and Mary Bethany (1798 
in South Carolina). Micajah and Mary lived in Perry 
County, Alabama, where these children were born: 
two sons (names unknown); Hilliard J.T. (1823- 
before 1900) married Mary Jane Radford; William 
R.A. (1825-1916) married Louisa L. Elliott; 
Margaret Ann (1828 - before February 1858) mar- 
ried George P. French; Jane A. (1830 - ca 1848) 
married William L. Shelburn; Harriet C. (1832 - 
before February 1858) married Francis P. Elliott; 
Mary Catherine (1833) married William L. Shelburn. 
Amanda (1835 - ca. 1854), and Martha (1838) were 
born in Mississippi. 

In 1839, the family moved to Austin County, 
Texas. In 1872, they moved to Milam County, Texas, 
where Micajah died October 26, 1888. 

by Faye McClure Miller 


TIJERINA, CAPTAIN ALBERT 


Capt. Albert Tijerina was born July 25, 1942, in 
Rio Grande City, Texas, to Alberto and Belia Bazan 
Tijerina. He had a younger sister, Sylvia, and younger 
brother, Andrew. 

Albert earned many outstanding awards and 
honors during his school years, and served as head 
drum major for the CHS Bobcat Band, graduating 
in 1961. 

His achievements continued during his four years 
at Texas A&M University, as a cadet, a lieutenant, a 
colonel, student senator, honor student in mathe- 
matics, head drum major of the A&M Aggie Band, 
and member of the Aggie Club and the Ross 
Volunteers. He received his commission through the 
ROTC, graduating in 1965. 
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Lt. Tijerina married Amanda Duke on April 16, 
1966. They had three children; Albert Anthony, 
Debra, and Joseph Michael. 

After completing pilot training at Webb AFB, 
Texas, (Dec. 1966) Lt. Tijerina was assigned to the 
34th Bombardment Squadron as a B52 pilot. After 
assignments in California and Minnesota, in 1968 
he made the transition from B52’s to UH-1F heli- 
copters, serving as a pilot with the Helicopter 
Division of the 28th Bombardmen Wing in 
Ellsworth, South Dakota. 

In December 1970, he was assigned to the 21st 
Special Operations Squadron, Nakhon Phanom, 
Royal Thailand AFB, Thailand. 

Capt. Tijerina was killed in action March 1, 1971, 
while serving as a pilot in the lead aircraft of three 
CH-53 helicopters during a mission in support of 
ground troops in Laos. His body arrived at Mathis 
Field March 10. Memorial services were held March 
12 at Sacred Heart Cathedral with Bishop Leven 
officiating. Military services followed in Calvary 
Cemetery. Fellow Officers from the 28th 
Bombardment Wing arrived in a special chartered 
plane, joining fellow colleagues from several states 
bidding farewell to a fallen comrade. 

Capt. Tijerina’s decorations included The 
Distinguished Flying Cross, The Air Force 
Commendation Medal and Purple Heart, awarded 
posthumously. On July 3, 1985, a dormitory 
(Tijerina Hall) was dedicated at Goodfellow AFB, 
in honor of Captain Albert Tijerina. 

by Rose Duke 


TIMM, WALTER and 
MAUDIE (REX) 


Walter Timm and Maudie (Rex) Timm 


Maudie Rex was born August 28, 1904, the second 
daughter of J.R. and Ada Bell (Rhea) Rex of Veribest, 
Texas. She was married August 9, 1924, to Walter 
Timm, who was born December 6, 1887 in Germany. 
Five children were born to this union: Minnie Bell, 
July 23, 1925; Alice, January 16, 1927; Walter, 
February 28, 1930 (died September 23, 1930); 
Jimmy, March 23, 1935; and Rita Lou, October 1, 
1946. 


On November 27, 1946, Minnie Bell Timm 
married Robert M. Turner, Jr., born November 17, 
1924, to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Miles Turner. Minnie 
Bell and Bob both taught at Central High School in 
San Angelo. They had one daughter, Theresa, born 
February 24, 1948, who married Forest Hollaway, 
born March 11, 1944. The Hollaways have two 
daughters, Trisha, born June 17, 1971, and Tina, born 
December 13, 1975. Forest is in the National Guard 
at Austin and Theresa is a school teacher. 

Alice Timm was married in 1948 to Thomas M. 
Steward, born May 17, 1914, and they have three 
children: (1) Richard M. Steward was born June 17, 
1949, married in 1973 to Dominique Fressegnaux, 
born in France. The Stewards have two children, 
Kristi, born October 2, 1975, and Olivier, born 
October 22, 1977. Richard is in the Air Force. (2) 
Rex Steward, born January 10, 1951, married Jena 
(Chandler) Craig, daughter of Joe Chandler of Fort 
Stockton, and Nettie Barnett of San Angelo. They 
live in Fort Worth, where Rex works as a physical 
trainer and Jena is an instructor for General 
Telephone. (3) Robin Lou Steward was born July 
24, 1961, and married May 26, 1979, to Darrell 
Aschenbeck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Aschenbeck 
of San Angelo. Robin is a housewife and secretary; 
Darrell is a brick layer. 

Jimmy Timm was married June 21, 1957, to 
Connie Marshall, and they have two sons, David, 
born August 1, 1960, and Walter, born in March, 
1958. Jimmy and Connie have divorced. Jimmy is 
part owner of “Mr. Boots,” and both boys work in 
the boot shop. Jimmy did some farming in his 
younger years. 

Rita Lou Timm married John Warner Specht on 
January 5,1968, and they have two children: James 
Robert, born in September, 1969; and Kathy, born 
in February, 1975. Rita is a secretary, and John W. is 
a purchasing agent for Pool Well Serving Company 
in Katy, Texas. 

Walter and Maudie Timm lived in Veribest on the 
farm until the summer of 1926, when they moved to 
San Angelo and resided there until Walter died in 
September 1979. Walter loved the Lord and his land. 
He farmed at Veribest for over 50 years and received 
much publicity for his bumper crops during the dry 
years. Walter and Maudie were members of the 
Calvary Lutheran Church in San Angelo, where 
Walter was an Elder for many years. 

Maudie lives at Meadow Creek Nursing Home in 
San Angelo. 

by Wanda Dickson 


TOLBERT, JAMES SIDNEY 


My father was James Sidney Tolbert. My family 
arrived in San Angelo approximately in 1927, at the 
height of the depression. San Angelo was supposedly 
on the boom. My father’s cousin, Lorena Kerr, and 
her family lived here, in the dairy business. After 
borrowing money, Mother finally raised enough to 
bring my sister, brother, and me here to live with 
Dad, who was working for our cousins. 

We spent the night coming from Dallas on the 
train. I especially remember the lunch box my aunt 
prepared for us. We arrived at the 5th Street station 
around noon and Uncle Fred picked us up in a brand 
new Buick touring car. We children thought our 
cousins were rich. The dairy was in a pasture on 23rd 
and Randolph; often we would find bootleg beer 
hidden in holes. 


Helen Tolbert Jackson Sutton: 


lattended school at Lake View, North Ward, Junior 
High, and High School. 

Recreation consisted of going to Christoval park, 
where old fiddlers got together for contests and 
barbecues. There were cabins to rent, but we just 
went for the day to swim, walk across the swinging 
bridge, and eat. Ben Ficklin was the other swimming 
hole. Father had restaurants on South Chadbourne 
around 1930, and later had Sid’s Cafe across from 
the old Texas Theater. 

People had fried chicken only on Sunday. We 
would save up 50¢ to buy one, purchase it on 
Saturday, put it under a #3 washtub with a small 
chip under the rim so it could breathe; then on Sunday 
Mother would wring its neck and fry it. Boy! Would 
we ever feast! 

Through the years, my father, mother, and brother 
have expired. My sister, Mrs. G.S. Hanes, lives on 
Sunset and I live on Twohig. 

I married Woodrow W. Jackson in March, 1938. 
Three children were born to this marriage: Lynne 
Woodine, October 5, 1939; Walter Sidney, October 
26, 1942; and John Dennis Jackson, October 8, 1951. 
All attended local schools. Lynne contracted bulbar 
polio August 6, 1955, and was the first fatality of 
1955. Walter was killed at the age of 28, in February 
1971, while working for a construction company. 
John attended the University of Texas. 

I married Judge John F. Sutton in July 1964. He 
died while working cattle on his ranch. 

My son, John, and I continue to live here. J am 
retired, while he works for Reece Albert 
Construction. Walter’s daughter, Lisa Lynn Hollis, 
lives in Odessa with her husband and daughter. 

by Helen S. Sutton 


TOMERAASEN, MELFRED 


Melfred Hanley Tomeraasen was born on July 15, 
1908, in Benson, Minnesota, to parents Christian and 
Hilda (Johnson) Tomeraasen. His father worked for 
the Great Northern Railroad and his mother at one 
time ran a boarding house for railroad men in Seattle, 
Washington. Melfred, called Tommy by friends, was 
a confirmed member of the Lutheran Church. He 
began working as a livestock buyer for Swift & 
Company in Watertown, South Dakota, at the age of 
18. He enjoyed playing baseball for the company 
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Summer - 1944 
“Tommy” and Phillis Tomeraasen 
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team. During World War II, he joined the Army Air 
Corps and had his basic training at San Antonio, 
Texas. He was then stationed at Truax Field in 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

While stationed at Truax Field, he met and mar- 
ried Phillis Elaine Lendborg, daughter of James and 
Essie (Burdick) Lendborg. Phillis was born in 
Madison on September 15, 1922. She graduated from 
East Side High School and, during the war, worked 
at the Ray-O-Vac Company. She was a confirmed 
member of the Congregational Church where she 
taught Sunday School and, as a teenager, sang in the 
choir. 

After Tommy’s discharge from the Army, they 
lived in St. Paul, Minnesota, for a short time and 
moved to Watertown, South Dakota, in 1945. They 
had two daughters. Trudy Jean was born in Madison 
on January 9, 1945. Jo Ellen was born in Watertown 
on March 25, 1948. In 1950, Swift & Company 


Phillis and Tommy Tomeraasen on their 25th 
anniversary, February 10, 1969, in San Angelo 


transferred them to Omaha, Nebraska. In 1957, they 
were again transferred to Chicago where Tommy was 
head sheep buyer for Swift at the Chicago 
Stockyards. 

During this time, Phillis was very active in the 
Women’s Guild of the Congregational Church and 
served as officer of the PTA. Tommy and Phillis 
loved to bowl and joined a couples’ league of the 
church. In 1963, the family moved back to Omaha. 

In 1964, Tommy was transferred to San Angelo, 
Texas. They attended the Wall Brethren Church. 
Tommy retired from Swift in 1968. He worked at 
Producer’s Livestock until 1983 when he had to retire 
due to failing health. Tommy died from emphysema 
on March 30, 1984. Although severely crippled from 
rheumatoid arthritis, Phillis continued to live alone 
until February, 1987, when she entered Park Plaza 
Nursing Center. Phillis passed away March 31, 1987. 

by L. Riemenschneider 


TONNE, GILBERT 


Gilbert and Mozelle Tonne - 1944 


Gilbert Paul Tonne was born on a farm near Cisco, 
Texas, May 13, 1919. When he was six years old, 
his father, Will Fritz Tonne, moved the family to 
Grape Creek community and farmed the Earnest 
Groff place that joined the school on the north. The 
family moved back to Cisco for two years, then 
Runnels County, and returned to Grape Creek about 
1933. Later, they bought the place that joined Oran 
Sheffield on the north. Gilbert lived there until 1941 
when he was drafted. 

He was sworn into the Army at Ft. Sam Houston, 
December 8, 1941, and sent immediately to Camp 
Callan, California. After three months, he was 
shipped to Anchorage, Alaska, where he spent two 
frigid winters. They sailed up the rough waters of 
the inland passage, making everyone on board sick. 
Even the sailors that manned the ship and the few 
dogs that were aboard, vied for a place on deck to 
feed the fish. 

In January, 1944, he returned to the states and was 
stationed at Ft. Bliss. On July 10, 1944, he married 
Tonita Mozelle Gray, who was working at the Army 
Air Force Base at Pyote. She transferred to Ft. Bliss 
and worked there until his departure for overseas in 
March of 1945. Mozelle returned to San Angelo and 
her former job at Goodfellow Field in Purchasing 
and Contracting. 
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Soon after Gilbert sailed from Ft. Ord, California, 
he came down with scarlet fever and was dropped 
off in Hawaii, where he remained for the duration. 
After recuperating, he resumed his work as Army 
cook. Their cook shack was located on picturesque 
Waikiki Beach, a perfect place at the time. No hi- 
rise apartments or luxury hotels to spoil the view, 
but miles of unspoiled beach; an ideal place for a 
tranquil walk in the evenings after chow. 

Gilbert was discharged at Ft. Sam Houston, 
October 31, 1946. After working at Goodfellow Field 
about a year, he went to work for West Texas Utilities 
Company at the Concho plant where he worked until 
his retirement in May of 1981. 

Gilbert and Mozelle bought the Victorian style 
house at 514 Koberlin, September 5, 1951, that 
George Brockman built for his bride after the death 
of his first wife. Here, they raised their four children: 
Susan Paulette, who married Clifton Smith; Tonita 
Delores married Wayne Williams; John Kyle (twin) 
married Jo Beth Allen and David Lyle (twin) married 
Terri McAdoo. 

The family continues to enjoy and appreciate the 
roomy old style country atmosphere of the home that 
was so lovingly built 87 years ago. 

by Mozelle Gray Tonne 


TORRES, HERBERT V. 


Herbert Villarreal Torres was born December 2, 
1921, in Christoval, Tom Green County, Texas, to 
Manuela (Villarreal) and Vidal Torres. 

Herbert and his parents lived in Christoval for a 
while, then in Knickerbocker until 1930 when the 
Vidal Torres family moved to San Antonio. Young 
Herbert remembers his family making several trips 
back to Knickerbocker to visit relatives. After his 
discharge from the service on November 8, 1945, 
Herbert continued to visit Knickerbocker and on June 


9, 1946, he married Eva, daughter of Alvina (Flores) 
and Romulo Morales. Making their home in 
Knickerbocker, Herbert and Eva Torres had ten 
children: Vidal, Ernestina, Herbert Jr., Maria Esther, 
Evangelina, Raymond, Carlos, Celia (Sally), 
Margaret Rose, and Reginald. 

Several of the children attended Knickerbocker 
School, and all ten graduated from Christoval High 
School. 

Among other jobs, Herbert, a skilled carpenter, 
worked several years for Wayne and Calvin Vick. 
Then he worked several years for Strain Brothers 
Construction before working for Tom Green County, 
where he retired in 1983. 

Herbert and Eva still maintain their home in 
Knickerbocker, where Herbert stays busy with 
gardening. They are members of Immaculate 
Conception Church. Several of their children have 
established roots in Knickerbocker, with a few 
residing in San Angelo. One son, Carlos, is a deputy 
sheriff with Tom Green County, and one daughter 
lives in Arlington, Texas. 

by Ernestina Morales Torres 


TORRES, TORIVIO 


Torivio Torres was born in Spain in 1862. He came 
to Tom Green County from Mexico when he was 
about sixteen years old, in 1878. He worked as a 
laborer for several farmers in the San Angelo and 
Rowena area. In 1884 San Angelo Standard 
newspaper article reports, “Torivio Torres was 
hauling wood at Tank’s ranch on Spring Creek 
Wednesday afternoon, and in jumping off the wagon 
fell beneath the wheels and had the bone of his leg 
shattered between knee and ankle.” 

Torivio married Lorenza Gallegos in 1885 in San 
Angelo. Her parents were Cornelia and Desiderio 
Gallegos. Their children were Luz (see Martinez), 


Eva Morales and Herbert Villarreal Torres Family 
Front row: Herbert, Evanglina, Margaret, Raymond. 2nd row: Ernestina, Eva, Mary Esther, Vidal, Sally. 
3rd row: Herbert M., Carlos and Reginald 
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Theodora, Trinidad (see Alcala), Felipe, Vidal (see 
Torres), Manuela (see Martinez), Carmen (see 
Torres-Franco), and Eliza. 

Although recollections of Torivio are somewhat 
vague, he appeared to have been a hard-working 
man who cared for his wife and children very much. 
He was concerned that his children would get an 
education, as it was not always possible for them to 
attend school. He was always ordering books from 
San Antonio in order to teach them to read. One of 
his older daughters, Trinidad, was responsible for 
teaching to read not only her younger brothers and 
sisters but children of several families in San Angelo, 
including the Jaques and the Vieras. 


Lorenza Gallegos Torres and daughter-in-law 
Manuela Villarreal 


The family lived in the San Angelo-Rowena area, 
and it was not until early April, 1920, that they moved 
to Knickerbocker. They moved into a two-room 
wooden structure which they had built during 
frequent visits to Knickerbocker. 

Always struggling to make a decent living for his 
family put a strain on Torivio’s health. Soon after 
moving to Knickerbocker, he suffered a heart attack 
and died April 25, 1920. He was buried in the 
Catholic cemetery in Knickerbocker. 

His widow continued to reside in Knickerbocker 
until her death in 1953. She is also buried in 
Knickerbocker. 

The first Torres family reunion held in 1980 on 
the Tweedy Ranch in Knickerbocker gave evidence 


of the fact that the descendants of Lorenza and 
Torivio are many in number and pretty widespread 
throughout Texas and other states. Nearly five 
hundred descendants attended the reunion, coming 
from as far as Alabama, New Mexico, California, 
and from San Angelo, San Antonio and Dallas/Fort 
Worth where many have established roots. The 
Torres family roots and name continues to thrive in 
Knickerbocker where a daughter Carmen (Torres- 
Franco), a grandson Herbert (Villarreal-Torres), 
several great-grandchildren, and great-great- 
grandchildren currently reside. 
by Ernestina Morales Torres 


TORRES, VIDAL 
prey nee nN 
~" 
-) ) 


Vidal Torres and Manuela Villarreal Torres 


Vidal Torres was born in San Angelo in 1896. He 
married Manuela, daughter of Mercedes (Jacques) 
and Epitacio Villarreal in 1919. Nine children were 
born to them: Julia, Heriberto, Eulalia, Olivia, Celia, 
Roberto, Torivio, Girardo and Reginaldo. 

Vidal worked on farms in the San Angelo, Rowena 
and Christoval areas. He was also a carpenter. After 
their marriage, Vidal and Manuela lived in Christoval 
and Vidal did farming and carpentry for a living. 
They moved to Knickerbocker in 1926, where they 
were members of the Catholic Church. Searching 
for a better paying job, Vidal and his family moved 
to San Antonio in 1930. They continued to visit 
Knickerbocker regularly, to visit relatives. Vidal died 
May 1959 and is buried in San Fernando Catholic 
Cemetery in San Antonio. His widow, Manuela, 
continues to live in San Antonio along with her sons 
and daughters who married and established roots in 
San Antonio. One son, Herbert V. Torres, lives in 
Knickerbocker. Manuela has several grandchildren, 
in San Antonio, San Angelo, and Knickerbocker. 

by Ernestina Morales Torres 


TRAMMELL, FRED 
and MARGARET 


Fred Trammell was born on February 9, 1916, in 
San Angelo, Texas. He was the only son in the family. 
When Fred was very small, he moved with his family 
to the property on Bell and Schwartz, where their 
first home was a converted box car with a kitchen 


Fred and Margaret Trammell 


addition on the back. His parents were Nathanial 
“Nat’’ and Lois Reynolds Trammell. He attended San 
Angelo Schools. 

Fred married Margaret Ellen Hudson in 1936. 
Margaret was the only child born to Blanch 
Colbough Hudson and Ollie James Hudson. 
Margaret was born on January 28, 1920, in a house 
on Roosevelt Street in San Angelo. Her father died 
when she was 14 years old, from tuberculosis. He 
was in the Carlsbad hospital. Her mother supported 
the family by working for many years at the Golden 
Spur Hotel. 

Fred’s mother died when he was 15 years old, 
leaving his father to raise him and his two sisters 
alone. 

Fred and Margaret continued to live in the home 
at Bell and Schwartz Street. Fred worked for St. 
John’s Hospital and also for the City of San Angelo. 
He then opened up his own business, a wrecking 
yard and welding shop which he still runs and works. 

Margaret was a housewife and helped out a lot 
with the Salvation Army. Fred and Margaret had nine 
children. The oldest son is a preacher. Their children 
are: 1) Helen Louise, died at birth. 2) Fred Nathan, 
born March 20, 1938, married with one son, Clifton 
Alexander, born January 27, 1962. 3) Lois Francis, 
married James Bailey, Sr.; their children are James 
Bailey, Jr., Freddie Jake, and Margaret Florence. 
4) Florence Careleen married Cecil Ray Chapman; 
their children are Grace Elen, born October 15, 1964, 
married Bergin Lee Howdeshell. Wendy Galon 
Deniece, born July 12, 1968. Rebecca Raie, born 
December 31, 1969, married Gilbert Rene’ Perriera, 
one son Adam Lance. 5) Johnny Ray Trammell, 
born June 15, 1945, died October 1968. 6) Justin 
Wayne Trammell, born January 28, 1947, had one 
son, David Wayne. 7) David Lee Trammell, born 
1950. 8) Joyce Ruth Trammell, born January 21, 
1957, married Archie Earl Helms, their children, 
Mary Ann, Archie Wayne, and Ashley Lynn. 9) Joe 
Lynn Trammell married Sharon Oxford, and married 
Cindy Adamson. Joe and Sharon’s children were 
Michael Joe Trammell, Jackie Ray Trammell, Gina 
Lynn Trammell, and Amanda Trammell who died at 
birth. Joe Trammell’s stepchildren by Cindy were: 


Allen Adamson, Jennifer Adamson, and Sherry 
Adamson. 10) Joe Ann Trammell, married Larry 
McDowell, and Rex R. Willis. Joe Ann’s children 
were Joseph Trammell, Tammy Trammell, Patricia 
McDowell, and Lisa Marie McDowell. 

by Mrs. Cecil Ray (Florence) Chapman 


TRAMMELL, MARY ELLA 
“MOLLIE” 


~ 


’ 


Mary Ella “Mollie” Trammell Elliott 


Mary Ella “Mollie” Trammell Elliott was born in 
March of 1867 in Gonzales, Texas. Her parents were 
William H. Trammell and Pamelia Elizabeth Foster 
Trammell. 

Mollie married David F. Elliott on March 2, 1891, 
in Burnet County. David was from Blufton, Texas, 
born there in 1860. His parents’ names are unknown 
at this time. David was a butcher by trade. 

Mollie and David lived in San Saba, Llano, Fort 
McKavett, Menard, and San Angelo, Tom Green 
County. Mollie died around 1903. David dis- 
appeared afterward — none of Mollie’s children 
know where as of this day. Mollie’s father, William, 
took the children and took care of them. 

Mollie and David’s children were: Bessie, born 
September 11, 1891, married 1. Luther Moore, 
2. Piper; Fannie Estella, born July 17, 1893, married 
1. Tom Gordon, 2. Kent Mitchell; Ida S., born May 
15, 1895, married Jim Nutt; Sarah Elizabeth 
“Lizzie’’, born May 29, 1898, married 1. Jack 
Gregg, 2. Tom McGinty; Laurel James, born 
September 21, 1899, married Mary Ann McDowell. 
Mollie and David’s daughter, Ida Elliott Nutt, lives 
in San Angelo; she is 92 years old. 

by Mrs. Roy (Barbara) Elliott 


TRAMMELL, NATHANIAL 
“NAT” and LOIS (REYNOLDS) 


Nathanial “Nat” Trammell was born in 1881 in 
Texas. His parents were William Henry Trammell 
and Pamelia Elizabeth Foster. Nat lived most of his 
young life at Ft. McKavett. 
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Nathaniel “Nat” Trammell 


Nat was a cowboy, a very colorful character who 
drove his wagon and team around town. He wore a 
black western hat and boots and carried an old Colt 
45 Black Hawk. It has been said that Nat was in the 
last gunfight of San Angelo. 

Nat married Lois Reynolds on May 16, 1914. She 
died when their son was around fourteen years old, 
and Nat had to raise his children alone. He never 
remarried. His children loved him very much and 
said he was one of the kindest men you would ever 
know. 

His grandchildren told a story of how Grandpa 
would bring home a bag of candy every day. He made 
a game of it by letting the first one to the wagon get 
to hand out the candy to everyone. 

Nat told that the country in San Angelo where he 
lived over by the Bell Street Crossing was still wild 
country. He remembered hearing and seeing 
mountain lions in the area. 

Nat died on September 13, 1962, and is buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery. 

Nat and Lois’ children were Naomi Trammell, 
who married James V. Long; Ted Trammell who 
married Margaret Hudson; Itha Mae who married 
1) Payne 2) Ott; Ester Trammell, Arnold Trammell, 
and Ima Jean Trammell. 

by Mrs. Cecil Ray (Florence) Chapman 


TRAMMELL, NEOMA FAY and 
JAMES VIRGIL LONG 


Neoma Fay Trammell Long Family 


Neoma Fay Trammell was born July 12, 1910, in 
San Angelo, Texas, the oldest daughter of Nathanial 
Trammell and Lois Reynolds. She attended San 
Angelo schools, and married James Virgil “Shorty” 
Long on January 28, 1941. Shorty was born February 
8, 1920, in Cement, Oklahoma; his parents passed 
away in the 1970’s. 

Neoma and Shorty live on Wade and 24th Street 
in San Angelo. Shorty retired from the city street 
and bridge department in January, 1985. Neoma was 
a housewife and a mother of eight: 
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1) James Theodore, born January 28, 1942, 
married Esta Ann Reed and had two daughters: Leslie 
Annette who married Brad Brevard and had one son, 
Beau Wilson; and Stacey Lynnette who died when 
she was three days old. 

2) Edna Ruth, born December 8, 1943, married 
Raymond Walter, Jerry Burns, Johnny Jones and Don 
Young. She has four children and one stepson: Judith 
Raynell (married Johnny Steen and has two sons, 
Brandon Dean and Quentin Andrew), James 
Raymond Walter, Robert Allen Burns, Laura Lee 
Jones, and Troy Don Young. 

3) Edith Maxine, born November 9, 1945, married 
Gerald Howard Lohse and had five children: Karen 
Denise (who has two children, Erik Ryan and Ashlyn 
Toy); Darla Fay who married Todd Harper; twin 
boys, Mickey Dean and Ricky Gene who died at 
birth: and Teresa Lynn. 

4) Aubrey Dean, born August 16, 1948, married 
Janice Lynn Hammon and they have two children, 
Kenneth Dean and Brandy Lynn. Aubrey has a 
daughter by Carla Ellis, Krista Deann. Kenneth 
married Tracie Highsmith and has one stepdaughter, 
Amber Nicole. 

5) Roy Afton, born February 22, 1951, married 
Sharon Clark and had four children (Mitzi Monique, 
Bryan Afton, Michael Ross, Phillip Cole). He had 
one daughter by a first marriage, Clara Gayle, who 
died at birth. 

6) Clifford Allen, born April 27, 1954, married 
Roberta Bell and has one daughter, Savanah Kay. 

7) Ava Lois, born February 13, 1957, married Gary 
Ray Hunt and has three sons: Bobby Ray, Jeremy 
Scott, and Jeffrey Duane. 

8) Zena Beth, born November 17, 1963, married 
Jess Wayne Williamson. 

by Maxine Lohse and Barbara Elliott 


TRAMMELL, PAMELIA 
ELIZABETH (FOSTER) 


Pamelia Elizabeth Foster Trammell was born in 
December of 1840 in Gonzales, Texas. Her parents 
were Matilda B. King and James T. Foster. Matilda 
B. was the daughter of Colonel John G. King, 
plantation owner of Gonzales, Texas. John G. served 
with Captain Moody’s company of Tennessee Militia 
in the War of 1812. The Kings arrived in DeWitt’s 
colony on May 15, 1830, with seven children, and 
received land titles. He brought his slaves with him. 
Parmelia “Millie” Parchman was the daughter of a 
British subject who settled in Pennsylvania. 
Pamelia’s mother, May, was born in 1750. James T. 
Foster, plantation owner and one of the first three 
hundred colonists to Texas, was the son of James E. 
Foster and Mary Moore. Pamelia E. Foster married 
William H. Trammell on January 24, 1866, in 
Gonzales, Texas. 

William H. Trammell was born on March 11, 
1838, in Arkansas. His parents were Nat Trammell 
and Lena Ward. William H. came to Texas and 
enlisted in Company C., Wauls Legion, as a 
Confederate soldier of Texas. He enlisted May 8, 
1862, in Gonzales, Texas, by a Captain Weeks, three 
years into the war. He was a teamster. He was 
discharged on October 8, 1864. 

The Trammells moved from Gonzales to Mason, 
living there in 1891; then they moved to Fort 
McKavett. William H. played the fiddle at local 
gatherings and dances at the Baker Wagon Yard. 

Pamelia Elizabeth died in 1901 at Fort McKavett, 
Texas. She is buried at Fort McKavett. William H. 


moved to San Angelo, Tom Green County, in 1910. 
He had his daughter’s (Mary Ella “Mollie”’) chil- 
dren living with him and his son John. The Elliott 
children were Stella, 17 years; Ida Sue, 14 years; 
Sarah Elizabeth “Lizzie,” 12 years, and Laurel James 
Elliott. 

They stayed with their grandfather and uncle 
until they married. William H. died on March 25, 
1916, and is buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Tom 
Green County. 

William H. and Pamelia Elizabeth’s children were: 
Mary Ella “Mollie,” born March 1867, married 
David F. Elliott, February 2, 1891, in Burnet County; 
John, born November 1871, never married; Nat, born 
October 1878, married Lois Reynolds; Kate, born 
June 1881, married Fletch Miller. A granddaughter, 
Ida Elliott Nutt, lives in San Angelo and is 92 years 
old at this printing. 

by Mrs. Roy (Barbara) Elliott 


TREADAWAY, HENRY 
and ELSIE 


Henry Borden (Dick) Treadaway and Elsie T. 
McClure Treadaway - 1906 


Henry Borden (Dick) Treadaway was born April 
2, 1881, in Italy, Texas, Ellis County, to Joel D. 
Treadaway and Josephine Helen Alexander. Henry 
was the fifth of 12 children. He attended Ellis County 
schools and in 1900 went to Sterling City, Texas, to 
work for Bob and W.L. Foster as a cowhand on their 
ranches. 

He married Elsie Turner McClure on July 29, 
1906, in Alma, Texas. Elsie was born to Marcus 
DeLafayette McClure and Louise Cave on March 
21, 1882. Elsie was a descendant of original “cave 
dwellers.” Elsie had gone to Alma to visit an uncle 
in 1905 and met Henry while he attended a class she 
was teaching on penmanship. She had attended 
school in Grayson County, Kentucky and then at 
Teachers Normal in Bowling Green, Kentucky. Later 
she taught school in Grayson County. They lived in 
Ellis County until November 1918, when they moved 
to Wilburton, Oklahoma. Henry farmed and did 
carpenter work until 1926, when they moved to Tom 
Green County on January 1. 


Treadaway Boys - 1942 
Joe, Short, Jim, John, Dick, Dutch and Roy 


In 1929 they moved to Miles, Texas. 

They had seven sons, Joe Marcus, Charlie Stanley 
(Short), James David (Jim), John Pershing, Henry 
Edsel (Dick), Edgar Allen (Dutch), Roy George and 
two daughters, Fay and Virginia Katharine (Snooks). 

All the boys were in World War II except Short, 
who was the first one who tried to enlist, but was 
rejected because of imperfect hearing. Joe and Jim 
were in the Army, Dutch in the Marines, Roy in the 
Navy and was on the U.S.S. Franklin when it was 
bombed. He was in the water for 36 hours, and part 
of that time he was without a life jacket. He retired 
from the Navy after 23 years. 

Dick and John were in the Air Force. John lost his 
life in 1942 while ferrying a plane from Dayton, 
Ohio, to Jackson, Mississippi. Jim was wounded in 
March, 1944, while working as a litter bearer in the 
battle of Salerno. He was in the hospital for three 
years, part of the time in Italy and the other part in 
the U.S.A. 

Joe was in the Cavalry from 1932 to 1933 at Fort 
Clark. 

Short has three boys, a girl, four granddaughters, 
and seven grandsons. Dick has three sons, four 
grandsons, and a granddaughter. Dutch has two sons, 
two grandsons, and two granddaughters. Roy has a 
son, a daughter, three granddaughters, and a 
grandson. Fay has a son, two granddaughters, and a 
grandson. Her daughter, Marjory, has a son and a 
daughter. Marjory died in 1975 and is buried in San 
Angelo, Texas. Snooks had two sons, a daughter, four 
grandsons, and six granddaughters. 

Snooks died on November 29, 1984. Joe died on 
October 30, 1982. Elsie Treadaway died on January 
16, 1967. Henry died on April 13, 1946. Gary 
Stanford, son of Dick, died at the age of three months. 
All are buried in Miles, Texas. 

Henry Borden (Dick) Treadaway was named for 
his great-grandfather, John Borden, who started the 
Borden Milk Products, Henry’s mother’s grand- 
father. 

by Donald Cox 


TUCKER, EVA (CAMUNEZ) 


Mrs. Eva C. Tucker 


Eva Camujfiez was born April 9, 1911, in San 
Angelo. Her father was Reynaldo Camufiez, Jr., 
who was born December 10, 1882, on the Bismarck 
Farm. His father was Spanish from New Mexico. 
Reynaldo’s mother was Otilia Markwardt Camufiez; 
she was born at Fredericksburg, Texas, of German 
parents who came to Tom Green County when Otilia 
was a young girl. 

Eva’s mother was Josefa Lara Camufiez, born 
March 15, 1884, in Fort Stockton, Texas. Josefa’s 
father was Manuel Lara, who was Mexican and Aztec 
Indian. Her mother was Spanish. They came to 
Knickerbocker, then moved to San Angelo, in 1905. 
Reynaldo, Jr., and Josefa were married August 23, 
1909. 

Eva grew up in the Mexican community and has 
never considered herself anything but a Mexican. 

Her father was a freighter, as was his father. He 
hauled the first oil rig to West Texas. Her mother 
operated a small neighborhood grocery store from 
1923 to 1965. 

Eva started to school at St. Peter’s Catholic School 
for Mexicans. She attended public school for a year 
or two, then she went to Incarnate Word in San 
Antonio. She was the first Mexican to attend San 
Angelo High School and the first Mexican to 
graduate, in 1930. 

After attending college one year, she got a teaching 
certificate and taught in the Mexican school in 
Mertzon from 1932 to 1937. Then she went to 
Ballinger and taught in the Mexican school until 
World War II. In March, 1942, she went to San 
Antonio as a translator, then to Washington, D.C., 
with the State Department until 1948. 

Art Tucker and Eva Camufiez were married 
December 30, 1948. He owned the Starlight Refinery 
at Hatchel, Texas, and Beddo Oil Pool. He drilled 
the discovery well in the McMillan Field in Runnels 
County, in 1933. 

Eva learned the petroleum and transportation 
business and was considered an authority by her 
peers. 

Art passed away February 24, 1975. They had no 
children; so began Eva’s many philanthropies. 
Among them were a religious and cultural center at 
Stamford, Texas; the chapel at Christ the King 
Retreat Center in San Angelo; the library at the newly 
constructed Fort Concho Elementary School in the 


spring of 1988. In April of 1988, she gave to finance 
a local convent for six sisters of the Roman Catholic 
Carmelite Order, from North Dakota. These 
Cloistered Nuns of the Carmelite Sisters of the 
Strict Observance dedicate the main part of their 
daily lives to meditation and prayer. 

She considers her investiture in the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem as her 
greater blessing. She is a Papal Lady, an honor for 
which one must be nominated by her Bishop and 
appointed by the Pope. 

She had an audience with Pope John Paul II, in 
1981. She has traveled extensively. 

She lives very modestly in her father’s home on 
14th Street. She prefers living this way so she can 
keep in close touch with her Mexican friends. 

by Marie Triplett Foster 


TUCKER, WILLIAM A. 


Born to sharecroppers in east Texas, Will Tucker, 
who was orphaned at an early age, faced a future 
that gave very little promise of a successful life. As 
a small boy he was given a home with his father’s 
brother who was barely able to supply his own wife 
and children with a living. In his early teen years, 
Will managed to save enough money to buy a mule 
and a Georgia stock plow, and to talk a land owner 
into renting him a plot of land with a small house on 
it. Then he took on the responsibility of providing a 
home and a living for his three younger sisters who 
had been living among relatives. 

Lee Ola Holland became his bride and shared his 
responsibility for his sisters. They were blessed with 
the birth of a baby boy whom they named Albert 
William, the reverse of his father’s name. Times were 
hard and land was expensive, and soon they began 
to look for greener pastures. In about 1906, they 
bought 160 acres of land in western Texas, near 
where Lee Ola’s brother had migrated about a year 
earlier. Soon afterward they brought their farm 
animals, plows, household goods and two young 
children to the frontier country and established the 
homestead where they reared their family, Albert and 
his two sisters, Thelma and Mabel. With good 
management, hard work and frugality, they paid for 
their land and built a two-room house. As time 
passed, they fenced their fields and pastures and built 
another room onto their house. His seventy acres 
was hardly enough farm land; so he rented additional 
land from a neighbor. Cotton was the main product 
they raised for what was called their “money crop,” 
and maize for feed for the animals, mostly mules. 
There were a few work horses. 

In 1917 and 1918 there was a severe drought; no 
crops at all were raised. Will and Lee Ola took their 
children and some neighbors and went to east Texas 
and picked cotton to earn enough money to buy feed 
for their livestock to make a crop the next year. That 
next year, 1919, a bumper crop was produced and 
cotton sold at an unheard-of high price, 45¢ per 
pound. Will built them a new house, bought a new 
car, a washing machine and a player piano. He was 
also a leader in the community effort that built a 
church building next door to the school house, and 
served as a deacon in the church. Lee Ola taught the 
little children in Sunday School. 

They lived full, happy lives, and now their bodies 
lie at rest in the Miles Cemetery. Their children and 
children’s children all respect their memory and live 
lives that testify to good up-bringing and fine 
example. 

by Mary Bess Granzin 
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TUPPER, CLIFTON H., SR., and 
MARGARET S. (WRIGHT) 


One of ten children, Clifton Haywood Tupper, Sr., 
was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, on March 8, 1881. 
His father, Dr. Tullius Cicero Tupper II, was the rector 
of Christ Episcopal Church at the time. His mother 
was the former Imogene Hicks. 

Tupper graduated from Washington and Lee 
University, and after time spent in Mexico City, came 
to San Angelo in the early 1900’s. In 1904, he became 
a partner in the San Angelo Standard-Times and was 
editor when the first daily paper rolled off the press. 
He and partner, J.G. Murphy, went on to establish 
the Waco Morning News, Tupper moving to that city 
with his family. The “Red Rooster,” long a symbol 
on the Angelo paper of rain to be crowed about, was 
begun by Tupper. 

On August 15, 1907, Clifton Tupper and Margaret 
S. Wright were married in Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church. They had three children who lived to 
adulthood: Clifton Haywood, Jr., William Wright, 
and May Margaret. The Tuppers were longtime 
residents of San Antonio, where Tupper had his own 
advertising agency, worked for the San Antonio 
Express and Light, and later in the early days of radio 
was advertising manager for station WOAI. 

Margaret Tupper returned to San Angelo in 1939 
following the death of her husband in 1938. She was 
a well-known Texas artist, listed in Texas’ Who’s 
Who Artists. She was still painting when she was in 
her eighties and her “Madonna and Child” won a 
national competition award in San Francisco at that 
time. She had studied with such well-known artists 
as Jose Arpor, Xavier Gonzales, Anthony DeYoung 
and Frederick Taubes. 

Mrs. Tupper devoted a great deal of her time to 
the Episcopal Church. Her mother had helped 
organize the church (and this was where she met her 
husband, at a fund-raising for Emmanuel Church). 
She played the pump organ as a young girl. Her 
designs, carved in wood, are mounted on the walls. 

Margaret Tupper died on April 9, 1979. 

by May Tupper Quick 


TURN —- HENDRYX FAMILY 


Henry Turn was the eldest son born to Lena 
(Johnson), and Andrew Peter Turn at Round Rock, 
Texas. Peter Turn was born in Stockholm, Sweden, 
in 1842, and came to the United States in 1879. His 
Swedish name was “Tom” pronounced “Turn” in 
English — therefore at the time he became a U.S. 
citizen, his name was recorded “Turn.” 

Lena Johnson came to the United States with two 
young children, her brother and sister from Malmo, 
Sweden. They settled in the Palm Valley community 
where other Swedes had begun their new lives. This 
community is now known as Round Rock. 

Andrew and Lena met and were married at Brushy 
Creek. They had four children, the eldest was Henry, 
born in 1883. 

Lillie Ann Hendryx was born in 1887 in Mason 
County. She and Henry Turn were married in 1905 
in East Sweden in a double ceremony with Helga 
Turn and Timothy Landrum. The minister, J.A. 
Irvine, performed the ceremony as each couple 
remained in their buggy. 

Henry and Lillie moved their family to San 
Angelo in 1922. Henry was a farmer and carpenter. 
Henry died in 1951 and Lillie died in 1964. Both 
are buried in Lawnhaven Cemetery in San Angelo. 
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Henry and Lillie Turn were the parents of eleven 
children. Pauline Louisa was born in 1906 in Brady, 
Texas. She married Guy C. Prater in 1926 and then 
married B.A. Livingston. She now resides in Dallas. 
Beatrice Imogene was born in 1910 in Brady. She 
married Clyde S. Badgett in 1927, and now resides 
in San Angelo. 

William H. Orville Turn was born in 1912 in 
Brady. He married Ruby Harbin in 1935, and now 
resides in Austin. James R. Alonzo Turn was born in 
1913 in Brady. He married Diana McKenney in 
1961, and now resides in Latexo. Lellah Lorene was 
born in 1915 in Brady. She married Troy N. Patterson 
in 1942. She is now Mrs. Bob Clark and resides in 
San Angelo. Raleigh Percy Turn was born in 1917 
in Brady. He married Helen Pearl Smith and resides 
in San Angelo. 

Claude O. Wayne Turn was born in 1920 in Brady. 
He married Helen K. Overholser in 1941 and now 
resides in San Angelo. Bonnie Ruth was born in 1922 
in Mexia. She married James F. Fahey in 1945 in 
California and now resides in Beaumont. 

Ben G. Wesley Turn was born in 1924 in San 
Angelo. He married Frances L. Swindle in 1944 in 
Mertzon, now resides in San Angelo. Andrew 
Jackson Turn was born in 1927 in San Angelo. He 
married Anna Faye Jenkins in 1950 in Godley and 
now resides in Dallas. Gordon E. LaVaughn Turn 
was born in 1930 in San Angelo. He married Euna 
Lois Jeter in 1953 in San Angelo, now resides in 
Austin. 

Ben Turn, Pvt. Claude Turn, Bonnie Ruth and J.H. 
Fahey, A.J. Turn, Raleigh P. Turn and a nephew, 
James Leroy Hendryx were all members of the 
military during World War II. This family most likely 
had the largest number of children serving in the 
military of any family in the area. 

by B.T. Badgett 


TURNBO, KENNETH HARDY 


Ann and Hardy Thvihe - June 2, 1955 
Trinity United Methodist Church, San Angelo, TX 


Kenneth Hardy Turnbo (son of Seth Thomas and 
Lois Rebbeca Turnbo) was born September 15, 1934 
in San Angelo. On June 2, 1955, he married Merton 


Ann West (daughter of George Merton and Ruth 
McGuire West) born December 9, 1936, in San 
Angelo. They have two daughters: Molly Elaine 
Turnbo who married Andrew Dwain Stewart, and 
Kelly Rebecca Turnbo who married George Clifton 
Kuykendall.They have four super grandchildren: 
Brian Stewart age 8, Scott Stewart age 5, Kenneth 
Kuykendall age 4, and Janay Kuykendall age 10 
months. 

Hardy attended San Angelo public schools: 
Reagan Elementary, Thomas A. Edison Jr. High, and 
San Angelo High School. While in high school he 
was a member of the Future Farmers of America 
three years, and the Tumbling Club three years. 
While attending high school he worked at the Texas 
Theatre (assistant manager). After graduation in 
1953 Hardy entered the United States Air Force 
Security Service. His tours of duty took him to San 
Antonio, Biloxi, Mississippi, and Japan. After 
completing military service, Hardy took several 
business extension courses from Texas University 
(Business Management) and Texas A and M (Credit 
and Collections Banking). 

Ann also attended San Angelo Public Schools: 
Santa Rita Elementary, Robert E. Lee Jr. High, and 
San Angelo High School. While attending high 
school she was a member of the Girls Athletic 
Association, and Capri Tri-Hi-Y and the club’s 
President in 1955. Ann graduated from San Angelo 
High School in 1955, and from San Angelo Business 
College in 1956 with a degree in Secretarial Science. 


Ann and Hardy Turnbo 
Open A Ranch Home - July 26, 1987 


After marriage Hardy was employed by Gandy’s 
Creamery for 12 years. Ann is a homemaker. In 
1964, Hardy and Ann moved to the family ranch, 
Open A Ranch, founded by Ann’s grandfather, 
W.A. West, in 1908. The ranch is located on the Door 
Key Lane. In 1967 Hardy went into ranching full 
time operating the Open A and into partnership with 
his father-in-law Merton West, on part of the original 
Door Key Ranch owned by the late Jake Johnson. 

Hardy served on the Christoval Independent 
School District Board of Trustees for 15 years, 
13 1/2 years as the board’s president. He served as a 
member of the Texas Association of School Boards 
and the Texas School Services Foundation Employee 
Benefit Trust from 1979-1987. He is an affiliate 
member of both organizations. 

Ann is a lifetime member of the Parent Teacher 
Association, member of the Christoval PTA for 10 
years, Christoval Mothers Club, and American 
National Cattlewomen. 

Both Hardy and Ann are members of the 
Christoval United Methodist Church. Ann has been 
Church Organist for some 25 years (Trinity United 
Methodist Church, San Angelo) and Christoval 
United Methodist Church. Both have held chairships 
on the Administrative Council of the Church. 

by K.H. Turnbo 
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On the “Cap” Turner Ranch in the early 1900°s 


Gad ae tee bad oe 


Lto R: Jack Canning, Mrs. Arthur Dutton, Mrs. George Demere, Mrs. Stanley Turner, Florence Williams (visiting from England, holding British flag), Elizabeth 
(wife of Capt. Turner), Capt. Wm. Turner (with U.S. flag), Stanley Turner, George Rappleye, Unknown first station agent at Water Valley in derby hat, Arthur 
Dutton and Pablo Garza, faithful Latin-American employee and his dog 


TURNERS OF THE 


NORTH CONCHO 
Captain William “Cap” Turner 


Captain William “Cap” Turner was born in 1843 
in Lyth Township, Haversham Parish, Westmorland 
County, England, and immigrated to the United 
States in 1874. In 1886, he returned to England, 
married Elizabeth Ellen Middleton of West 
Hartlepool, and brought her to America. They had 
no children, yet Captain Turner played a significant 
part in the settling of the Water Valley and Carlsbad 
areas of Tom Green County. 

Deciding early in life that office work in 
Liverpool, England, was not to his liking, William 
Turner went to sea with the British Leyland Lines 
at the age of sixteen. Ten years later, he became a 
ship captain for Leyland, but decided to leave the 
sea in 1873 at the age of 30 as shipping converted 
from sail to steam-powered vessels, which “smoked 
too much.” After a year at home at Crossthwaite 
House in England, Turner sailed for America, landing 
at New Orleans, and took a train to San Antonio 
where he met and formed a partnership with Rush 
Thompson, a Confederate veteran. 

The two men purchased horses and supplies, 
bought sheep in Bandera County, and began a slow 
journey northward with the sheep. The partners 


Captain William Turner in his late 20’s taken 
approximately 1870 


reached the Concho Valley in 1877 and camped on 
the North Concho River south of where Grape Creek 
joins the river. A dugout on the riverbank, traces of 
which still remain, served as the first homestead. 
Whitbarrow Ranch, the first Turner home in Texas, 
was later constructed nearby. During this early 
period, he wrote letters to relatives back in England 
extolling a country where a man could obtain three 
sections of land simply by living on it and improving 
it. These letters had an effect which changed the lives 
of a number of Englishmen. 

Both ranchers were reportedly ambushed by a 
party of Comanches while riding the range. Captain 
Turner’s horse was shot from under him and he is 
reputed to have told Thompson to leave him and ride 
for Fort Concho. Thompson refused; the two men 
barricaded themselves behind the dead horse and 
drove the Indians off. Turner is alleged to have 
charged his relatives to “see that no Thompson is 
ever in want so long as a Turner and a Thompson 
remain alive.” It is worth noting that Rush and his 
wife, the former Margaret Knowles, named their 
first-born son William Turner Thompson in 1884. 

Using skills honed as a naval navigator, he adapted 
his talents to land surveying instruments and 
promptly mapped his own holdings which, by 1882, 
totaled some 22,000 acres. Discovering a surveying 
error of approximately 2,000 acres on Grape Creek, 
he shared the newly claimed land with Bayley M. 
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Collyns, an adjoining rancher, and later traded his 
part to Collyns for acreage to the northwest of the 
Turner ranch. 

Captain Turner was a stockholder in the First 
National and San Angelo National banks, the West 
Texas Building and Loan Association, and the San 
Angelo Ice and Power Company. He served as 
county commissioner and deputy sheep inspector 
(appointed by the county inspector, Joseph Tweedy, 
in 1881). A lifelong friendship was formed with 
Robert R. Wade, a fellow West Texas rancher born 
in Carramore, Galway, Ireland. Early San Angelo 
maps reflect a Wade and Turner Addition in the 
northeast part of town and a place called Turnerville 
north of the city. Captain Turner was named to the 
San Angelo Stock Sales Committee with W.S. Kelly, 
L.B. Harris, J.W. Knapp, Jno. Findlater, R.R. 
Wade, C.B. Metcalfe, Sam Delong, M.B. Pulliam, 
J.R. Nasworthy, and several others in July 1889. In 
partnership with George Richardson, noted sheep- 
man and wool commission merchant, he owned the 
buildings on the northeast corner of East Concho 
Avenue and South Oakes Street. 

“Cap” Turner’s uncle, William S. Turner, Sr., his 
wife, Sarah, and their five sons, Harley, Stanley, 
Leslie, Ainslie, and Wilfred, fled the “white plague” 
(tuberculosis) raging in England in the 1880s and 
arrived in West Texas at varying times between 
February 1884 and early 1886 in response to the 
glowing accounts of ranch life in the Concho Valley. 
Several other Turners also responded. Descendants 
of these early Turners still ranch the North Concho 
River Valley today. 

Primarily due to Elizabeth’s ill health, the Turners 
returned to England around 1900. He is alleged to 
have kept a daily diary all his life; if it could be found, 
what fantastic tales of the “Wild West’’ would it tell? 
“Cap” Turner’s last visit to Texas occurred just after 
World War I in 1918. After his death on April 29, 
1922, at his home, Quarry House, Kendal, England, 
the court appointed M.B. Pulliam, Wm. S. Kelly, and 
Jno. Abe March as appraisers of his local estate. His 
wife, Elizabeth, survived him by ten years, dying in 
1932. 


Stanley Turner 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Turner 


It was “Cap’”’ Turner’s glowing accounts of 
ranching in Texas that encouraged other Turners to 
leave England for America. The first to respond was 
a cousin, Stanley Turner (1860-1933), who arrived 
in February 1884 at the age of 24. He filed on a 
section of land on Live Oak Creek adjacent to 
Captain Turner’s ranch and seven miles southwest 
of Water Valley. He was five miles from the nearest 
post office and store run by David Williams in his 
home in the small community of Yandell in 1887. A 
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later post office and store in the same community 
was run by J.W. Knapp. The settlement then moved 
four miles east, was renamed Xerifaville by Ben 
Mayes, and was finally renamed Water Valley by 
J.E. Hanson. Stanley, in addition to ranching, was 
noted for raising fine driving horses. One such 
animal, a two-year old Thoroughbred French coach 
horse named “Enchanter”’ was purchased in January 
1899 from the world-renowned breeding farms of 
M.W. Denham of Wayne, DePage County, Illinois. 
The horse was declared champion at numerous 
fairs and shows and Stanley continued to breed and 
sell many fine horses despite poor markets. 

Stanley joined with ten other citizens of the 
community in 1919 after World War I to build a large 
rock monument topped by a cross a top Mount 
McLaughlin on the ranch. The memorial has the 
names of the Water Valley veterans listed on it and 
stands today in honor of their service. 

He and his wife, Ethelwyn (aka Wynifred Dutton; 
1870-1957) who entered the United States in 1905 
and whom he married in 1906, moved to Point 
Loma, California, in 1922. The move was a result of 
Stanley’s ill health; he sold his stock and leased the 
ranch to his brother-in-law, Arthur Dutton. The 
Stanley Turners had no children and are buried in 
the Turner cemetery at the foot of Mount McLaughlin 
south of Water Valley. The use of Ethelwyn as 
Stanley’s wife’s preferred name stems from the 1910 
Tom Green County Census where she is listed as 
Ethel and the marker at Mount McLaughlin. 


Harley Turner 


Harley Turner (1858-1934), Stanley’s older 
brother, reached the North Concho in May 1884 and 
established ranch headquarters near Mount 
McLaughlin. He married Beatrice T. Hamlyn (1866- 
1944) of Greenock, Scotland, in Colorado City, 
Texas, in 1884 immediately upon her arrival from 
England in the company of his mother. The Harley 
Turners set up housekeeping in a tent on a section of 
land near Live Oak Creek. Here they built a rock 
home surrounded by huge shade trees, flowers, and 


Mr. and Mrs. Harley Turner, near 50th wedding 
anniversary, August 28, 1934 


a fruit orchard, adding to the house as their family 
grew. Five daughters, Adele, Dorothy, Beatrice, 
Barbara, and Grace, were raised as expert horse- 
women and assisted their father with the ranch work. 
Their mother and sometimes a governess tutored the 
girls at home. The girls later attended Texas 
Presbyterian College for Women at Milford. In 1921, 
tragedy struck the family. When one of the regular 
sheep herders quit, Grace (then just 17) took over, 
herding the sheep by day and penning them at the 
ranch at night. After a few days, her parents went to 
visit Adele Hall, the oldest married daughter. Grace 
had told her Aunt Lula about tying the horse’s reins 
around her wrist while she read a book and had 
received a strong warning against this. When Jack 
O. Allday, sister Beatrice’s husband, was returning 
home with the mail, he found, to his dismay, Graces’ 
horse standing quietly with Grace, her wrist still 
entangled in the reins, lying dead on the ground. No 
one was ever able to ascertain why her horse bolted, 
unseated her, and dragged her to her death. Grace 
was buried in the family plot in San Angelo’s 
Fairmount Cemetery. 

On August 28, 1934, Mr. and Mrs. Harley Turner 
observed their golden wedding anniversary with a 
dinner at San Angelo’s Hilton Hotel (later the Cactus 
Hotel) in the company of their daughters and sons- 
in-law, other family members, and a few close 
friends. Both remained on the ranch, Harley dying 
in that year (1934) and Beatrice in 1944. Both are 


Mrs. Harley Turner and family, Christmas 1942 
Lto R: John Berry, Jack Allday, Mrs. Allday, Pearl Berry, Mrs. Harley Turner, Barbara Turner and Adele 
Hall. Dorothy Berry was taking the picture. 


buried in San Angelo’s Fairmount Cemetery in a 
family plot. 

Apparently, it was Harley’s pathetic letters 
complaining of, among other things, bread as hard 
as a rock which influenced Miss Hamlyn and the 
next group of Turners to move to the North Concho 
Valley. In August 1884, the mother of Stanley and 
Harley, Mrs. Sarah Knowles Turner (1834-1918), 
arrived with Wilfred, the sickly youngest son of the 
family, and Miss Hamlyn, who was quickly to 
become Mrs. Harley Turner. Sarah had left her 
husband and two other sons in England. Sarah 
Turner remained at the ranch home of Robert R. 
Wade, a lifelong friend of Captain Turner, while 
Stanley’s ranch house was being completed. 


Wilfred Bland Turner 


Pa i aT 
Wilfred and Lula Turner with son, Wilfred Maxwell, 
ca. 1917 


Wilfred Bland Turner (1876-1946) was the only 
one of five brothers to attend school in the United 
States, first at Water Valley, then Professor Justice’s 
Private School on North Oakes in San Angelo, 
followed by one term at Texas A&M, and, finally 
graduation from Daniel Baker College in 
Brownwood. Wilfred married Lula Jane Hart 
(1879-1962) (aka Lulu; however, birth certificate 
reads “Lula’’), daughter of a pioneer San Saba 
family, in 1901 after meeting her while in college at 
Brownwood. Their first child died in infancy in 
1909; however, a son, Wilfred Maxwell, was born 
to the couple in 1913. The 1910 Tom Green County 
census reflects the family as living on Magdalen 
Street and College Avenue and Wilfred’s occupation 
as hardware salesman. A biographical data sheet in 
the files of the Standard-Times which he filled out 
in 1944 lists his boyhood ambition as “railroad 
engineer,” his hobby as “digging prickly pear,” and 
his ambition for his city and West Texas as “get liquor 
out.” 

Leaving the family ranch, Wilfred went into 
business in 1900 in the J.W. Stevens Racket Store, 
later bought out by his father and renamed the 
Turner Racket Store. In 1907, Wilfred joined 
Findlater’s Store, first in the office and later as 
manager of the pipe shop. While living in San 
Angelo, Wilfred was a member of the Volunteer Fire 
Department. Lula was a member of the Tom Green 
County Library Board in her later years and both 
were members of the First Presbyterian Church. In 


1915, Wilfred resigned from Findlater’s and, with 
his wife, bought the Frank Russell ranch halfway 
between Carlsbad and Water Valley on the west side 
of the North Concho River. His first brand was 
registered for him by his parents in 1888, when he 
was 12 years old. Wilfred died in 1946 and was 
buried in San Angelo’s Fairmount Cemetery. Lula 
survived Wilfred by 16 years. Dying in 1962 at 84 
years; she is buried in the same family plot. 

The last of this family arrived in 1886. The father, 
William S. Turner, Sr. (1821-1902), came to West 
Texas with sons Leslie (1865-1894) and Ainslie 
(1871-1963) in tow. Mr. Turner had resigned as 
manager of the Liverpool branch of the Bank of 
England after over 40 years of service to the firm to 
come to America. 


Leslie Turner 


Leslie Turner (on right) with sister, Marion Turner, 
who died in childhood. Photo taken in England, ca. 
1870 


Leslie Turner never married. He worked as a ranch 
hand for Robert Wade to learn the cattle ranching 
business and did not register his own brand until 
1891. It was in the spring of 1894 that the first great 
sadness and loss came to the Turners since leaving 
England. While working for Mr. Wade on a cattle 
drive, he caught pneumonia in early March and 
returned home on March 11th. Leslie was very ill 
until March 16th, when he appeared to improve 
somewhat. The next morning at 7:30 a.m., the 28- 
year old succumbed to his illness; he was buried that 
same afternoon and a memorial service was held in 
Water Valley the next day, March 18th. There is an 
interesting but untrue tale which persists that Leslie 
died in the Oklahoma Territory and his body was 
packed in brine and shipped back home; however, 
this story is proven false by his brother Harley’s 
diary. Leslie was the first Turner buried on American 
soil and rests in the Mount McLaughlin family 
cemetery. 


Ainslie Turner 


Ainslie Turner also initially worked as a ranch 
hand for Robert Wade. One of his first tasks upon 
arrival on the North Concho was to help his older 
brother, Harley, design and build a water wheel to 


haul water for the cattle since 1886 was a year of 
terrible drought. Ainslie registered his first brand, 
“Q6Bar,” in 1887 and went to work for the Henry- 
Schuster Cattle Company (M.Z. Smissen, general 
manager) in 1894 after his younger brother, Leslie, 
died at home as a result of pneumonia caught while 
on a cattle drive to the Panhandle. He did not neglect 
to start his own ranch even while working for Wade 
and Henry Schuster; in 1892, he began his own 
spread on the North Concho north of Water Valley 
and eight years later bought the Hillary Lyles ranch. 

In 1897, Ainslie Turner married Susan 
Chambers (1874-1938) of Ireland in the Methodist 
Church in San Angelo, the same year he was working 
for J.W. Knapp. Susan had come from Ireland in 
1895 with the John Findlaters and was living with 
the Knapp family on the river above Water Valley. 
Ainslie and Susan Turner made their home with the 
Knapps for the first three years of their marriage 
before moving to their own home on their own range, 
the previous Lyles ranch. One son, Percy William, 
and twin daughters, Marjorie and Kathleen, were 
raised on the homestead. 

Ainslie raised only cattle until 1905, when he 
expanded into raising registered Delaine sheep and 
fine Angora goats. He served as a Water Valley 
school trustee for many years, beginning in 1908, 
and was a long time director of the San Angelo 
National Farm Loan Association. In a fascinating 
interview which appeared in a December 17, 1961, 
San Angelo Standard-Times article, Ainslie recalled 
that San Angelo, noted as a wild town, began to clean 
up after the departure of the soldiers from Fort 
Concho in 1889. In fact, he recalled seeing the last 
march of the cavalry up the North Concho to round 
up Indian renegades and push them back into the 
Indian Territory. Ainslie stated he had participated 
in three cattle drives to Amarillo and enjoyed them 
all; in fact, he would gladly go again. He lamented 
having to wipe out the prairie dog towns by 1910; 
he called them “cute little devils” and wished he’d 
kept one. 

Ainslie’s wife, Susan, preceded him in death in 
1938; Ainslie, however, died in 1963 at the age of 
91. Both are buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 


William S. Turner, Sr. 


Mr. and Mrs. William S. Turner, Sr., ca. 1890 


William S. Turner, Sr., and his wife, the former 
Sarah Knowles, had eight children after their 
marriage in 1855. Marion, a daughter, died in 
England at a young age, as did a brother, presumed 
to be William, Jr. Yet another son, Percy William, 
died in Rome in 1881 while serving as attache in the 
diplomatic corps, leaving a young daughter, Maud. 
After William, Sr., joined his wife in 1886, he found 
ranch life foreign and somewhat dull. He established 
the first Aeromotor Windmill Agency in San Angelo 


433 


and commuted back and forth from the ranch until 
he took rooms on Koberlin Street with Wilfred while 
the son attended Professor Justice’s School. Sarah 
Turner was instrumental in building the first 
Methodist Church in Water Valley by calling the 
bluff of Bill Seymore. Seymore, thinking himself 
secure since Mrs. Turner belonged to the Episcopal 
Church, boasted that he would match whatever she 
gave to the Methodist building fund. She gave $500 
and it was time to put up or shut up. A reluctant Bill 
Seymore did both. 

Sarah Turner, unfortunately, saw only four of the 
eight children (erroneously listed as 11 children in 
the 1900 Tom Green County census) born to her 
survive. She lived with her son, Stanley, until 1906; 
by herself for a time; and is reflected as living with 
her son, Harley, in the 1910 census. She lived the 
last two years of her life with her son, Wilfred, and 
died in 1918, sixteen years after her husband. 

Harley, Ainslie and Wilfred were left the bulk of 
the estate since Stanley had already been given half 
share of the McLaughlin Ranch during his parents’ 
lifetime, a larger share than he would otherwise have 
inherited. Stanley unsuccessfully challenged the will, 
claiming that Sarah’s will was a direct result of fraud 
and undue influence since his mother was very old, 
easily influenced, and not mentally capable of 
making a will. William and Sarah are buried beside 
Leslie in the Mount McLaughlin family cemetery. 


Bekklund wedding party at the Stanley Turner ranch, Mount McLaughlin, in 1912 


James Simpson Turner 


James Simpson Turner (1849-unknown), younger 
brother of Captain Turner, is somewhat of a mystery. 
He arrived in West Texas in 1881 according to census 
information and registered a brand in February 1886. 
In January 1899, the San Angelo Standard reported 
a pigeon shoot hosted by Captain Turner attended 
by Jim Turner, Frank Culbertson, George 
Richardson, W.A. Guthrie, and J.T. Thompson. The 
article revealed that Captain Turner raised the birds 
for the entertainment of his friends and “There were 
eighty pigeons present (the large majority of which 
are STILL present).” The article continues in a light 
vein describing the shooting setup, the feast pro- 
vided by Elizabeth Turner, and the excuses presented 
by the guests for not shooting better. James was 
living with William S. and Sarah Turner, Sr. and their 
son, Stanley, during the 1900 census and is docu- 
mented as a widower. A Mrs. J.S. Turner is buried in 
the Ainslie Turner family plot San Angelo’s 
Fairmount Cemetery; however, the marker gives 
neither date of birth nor death. 

In a codicil to Captain William Turner’s will 
written in 1920, James is reflected as having no 
children. A bequest of $1,500 per year is revoked 
and left to Archdeacon G.E. Pennington of the 
Vicarage, Greytown, Natal, South Africa, to be paid 
to James “or otherwise expended in his benefit,” as 
if James was incapable of managing his affairs. 


- 


Albert Turner 


Albert Turner (1869-unknown), another nephew 
of “Cap” Turner who arrived in 1887, apparently 
also did not remain in the San Angelo area but he 
did register a brand in June 1888. The 1910 census 
reflects him as a ranchman with a wife, three 
daughters (Mary, Helena Wedgwood, and Agnes), 
and two sons (Robert Miles and Albert) living on 
Highland Avenue in the city. In 1893, he was mar- 
ried to Mary (aka Mollie & Molly) Keating by Rev. 
Henderson, Catholic priest in San Angelo. Mary 
1871-unknown) was born in Texas of Irish parents. 
In letters from Albert’s mother and aunt in England, 
Mary is described as “a persevering and patient little 
woman under many trying circumstances” and “a 
dear good girl.” The latter comment was from his 
mother, Mary Wedgwood Turner, to Albert’s brother, 
Josiah Wedgwood Turner, in 1905, in which she 
further stated, “Albert has been teetotal for 18 
months. I trust he will keep right and behave as he 
ought to do to dear Mollie.” 


Josiah Wedgwood Turner 


Josiah Wedgwood “Wedge” Turner (1870-1955), 
younger brother of Albert and another nephew of 
“Cap” Turner, came to the United States in 1899 
and ranched in the Sheffield area of far West Texas 


a ¢... 


L to R in front row: Two children of Joe Funk in front of Maude Whitaker, Mr. and Mrs. Bekklund, George Rappleye, Mrs. Sarah Turner. In middle row: Mrs. Jack 
Richardson, Stanley Turner, Miss Williams behind Mr. Rappleye, Mrs. Murray behind Sarah Turner, Harve Earnest (far right). In back row: Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Funk, Mrs. Harve Earnest and Mary Lou, Jack Richardson, Mrs. Armstrong, Mrs. Eiken, Mr. Armstrong (Water Valley Postmaster), Mr. Eiken, and Rev. B.S. Tate 
who performed the ceremony. In center rear: Mr. Van B. Ritter, Texas State Representative. 
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Josiah Wedgwood and Emma Irene (Anderson) 
Turner on their 50th Wedding Anniversary on the 
ranch in 1954 


until 1922. Wedge’s first and middle names were in 
honor of the famous English potter of the same name 
since his mother was Mrs. Robert Turner, nee Mary 
Wedgwood. In fact, upon the death of his spinster 
aunt, Helena Wedgwood, in 1943, he received 
framed Wedgwood medallions, coat of arms, and an 
engraving of Josiah Wedgwood. 

In February 1908, Wedge formed a partnership 
with Garrett Bean, allegedly related to Judge Roy 
Bean, to buy 1,651 acres of land on the Pecos River 
for $2.00 per acre from the bankrupt Western Live 
Stock and Land Company, formerly the Western 
Union Beef Company, in Pecos County. In 1911, J.W. 
Turner bought out Mr. Bean’s share. Wedge was 
elected Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3, Pecos 
County, in 1912 and was again appointed to the same 
office in 1919. 

He received notice of the death of Captain Turner 
from both Robert Miles Turner, a nephew, and J.B. 
Keating, Tom Green County Clerk and friend enough 
to call him “Wedge,” in 1922. He and his wife, the 
former Emma Irene Anderson (1885-1975) of 
Lampasas whom he married in 1904, moved to San 
Angelo with their children to administer to those 
portions of Captain Turner’s estate on the North 
Concho River which had been left to the widow, 
Elizabeth, and to him. 

The early 1920s were a poor time for cattle and 
sheep ranchers. George E. Webb, president of San 
Angelo’s First National Bank, in a letter to Captain 
Turner in England in July 1920, refers to the wool 
market as “dead as Hector” and continues: “We can 
sell neither wool nor mohair except at bargain 
counter prices. There is very little trading in sheep 
or cattle and at the present time the only outlet for 
cattle appears to be the markets which are not as 
satisfactory as they have been.” 

During the depression, the first of the inherited 
land was sold to R. Wilbur Brown and Company in 
1935 for $1.83 an acre for a one-fifth interest in 
1,842.5 acres. Soon after the death of Josiah 
“Wedge” Turner in 1955, his children sold the 
entire estate to the Brown family since only one of 
the five children (Beulah Alice, Helena, Cleona, 
Robert Wedgwood, and William Claude) was 
interested in carrying on the family ranching tradition 
in the face of the most severe drought in recent 
memory. Josiah Wedgwood and Emma Irene Turner 


are buried in Belvedere Memorial Park in San 
Angelo. 
by Maxwell Turner, Lillie Turner, Mrs. Pearl 
Jones, Tim Turner, and J.A. Jaquier 


TURNER FAMILY BRANDS - 
OWNER AND DATE FILED 


Captain William “Cap” Turner: 
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James Simpson Turner: 


February 1886 


by Maxwell Turner, Lillie Turner, 
Mrs. Pearl Jones, Tim Turner, and 
J.A. Jaquier 


TURNER - PAGE 


Lto R: Leslie, Roscoe, Stetson and Maxwell Turner 


Wilfred Maxwell Turner was born March 30, 
1913, in San Angelo and moved with his parents, 
Wilfred and Lula Turner, to a farm and ranch west 
of Carlsbad in the spring, 1915. He attended school 
at Water Valley, Carlsbad, and San Angelo. He went 
to San Angelo Junior College, and MIT, Boston, 
Massachusetts. At mid-term, 1934-35, he called 
school days over because of his father’s ill health 
and returned to help his parents operate the farm and 
ranch. 

Maxwell and Lillie met one Sunday afternoon, in 
January 1936, when both just happened to visit a 
neighbor, Hezzie and Martha Watkins. Lillie 
Elizabeth, was born October 20, 1912, in Tom Green 
County west of Eola, the daughter of R.J. (Jeff) and 
Susie Page, pioneers of Concho County. After the 
death of both parents, Lillie moved to Carlsbad to 
live with a sister and her husband, Edna and Oliver 
Lollar. Her school days were all in Eola High, 
Concho County. 
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After a bet by Hezzie that he couldn’t make a date, 
Maxwell asked Lillie to go to a movie; he won the 
bet. As days passed, they found many things of 
mutual interest. A wedding date was set for 
September 17, 1936. That day the three Concho 
Rivers came on a rise and flooded San Angelo. 
Maxwell lived on the west side, Lillie on the east 
side of the North Concho; so the wedding was 
postponed a week. They were married September 
24, 1936, in the home of the Reverend Bluford B. 
Hestir, San Angelo. 

Their children are Leslie David, born November 
4, 1940, and Roscoe Lincoln, born April 6, 1948, in 
San Angelo. 

On October 19, 1963, Leslie married Carolyn 
Rosser in Miles, Texas. Their children are Cynthia 
Ann, born in Clarksville, Tennessee, on February 13, 
1967, and Jennifer Lynn, born October 15, 1971, in 
San Angelo. Leslie attended school at Water Valley, 
San Angelo College, LeTourneau College, and 
Southwest Texas State College. He was in the Army 
from 1966-1968, serving with the 101st Airborne 
Division, Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, and the 3rd 
Special Forces Group, Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. 
After leaving the Army, he and Carolyn came home 
to Texas. They lived in Lubbock for four years, and 
then came home to live on Turner ranchland. 

Roscoe went to school at Water Valley, 
LeTourneau College, and Sul Ross College. He was 
in the Army at Ft. Benning, Georgia, and was sent to 
Vietnam for one year. He married Patricia Bridges 
in Parrott, Georgia. They have two daughters, 
Monica Lee, born December 3, 1970, in Georgia, 
and Barbara Elizabeth, born December 8, 1975, in 
San Angelo. Roscoe and Patricia were divorced in 
1982. He married Deborah Pope in Christoval on 
December 8, 1984. They have one son, Stetson 
Howell, born June 5, 1986, in San Angelo. 


Turner ’s Underground Shop, Kawaski 4 wheeler and 
1933 Pontiac 


Maxwell began mechanic work on neighbors’ cars 
when he was fourteen years old. Along with 
ranching, he built an underground general repair 
shop which his sons help operate. He later owned an 
interest in Ft. Concho Motors. Drag racing was a 
family activity, with all three men as drivers. 

Maxwell, Lillie, Leslie, and Carolyn have been 
members of the Antique Car Club, Wool Capital 
Region, San Angelo, for several years. 

Delaine sheep were raised for a long time, but now 
raise Debouillet along with Hereford cattle, some of 
which are registered. The Rafter T brand is still used 
on cattle. They also raise registered Angora goats. 
Maxwell was one of the first ranchers in this area to 
use motorized horsepower instead of horses to do 
his ranch work. In 1963, he bought a Cushman 
Trailster, which with his border collie worked so well 
that he bought one for family helpers. Later a Honda 
90 and Honda 70, being easier to ride, took the place 
of scooters. The latest improvement is the 3-wheeler 
and 4-wheeler which all family members ride. 
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They take part in the community, schools, and 
church activities. Maxwell was an elder and Lillie 
was organist for the Carlsbad Presbyterian Church 
for many years. They also worked in Carlsbad Union 
Sunday School. Maxwell was on the Water Valley 
School Board for several years. They believe the 
family that prays together, works together and plays 
together, stays together. 

by Lillie and Maxwell Turner 


TURNER, AINSLIE 


Ainslie Turner 


Ainslie Turner was born December 31, 1871, in 
Liverpool, England, and came to America in 1886, 
one of many Turners to leave England for the North 
Concho River valley. In 1895, a lovely, dark-eyed 
young lady, Susan Chambers from Dublin, Ireland, 
arrived in Tom Green County with the John 
Findlaters and made her home with the J.W. 
Knapps above Water Valley. Miss Chambers was a 
very lively and comely lass that stirred many a 
cowboy’s heart but the handsome Ainslie won her 
and they were married at the Knapp home in 
September 1897. Ainslie and Susan raised one son, 
Percy William (1898-1982), and twin daughters, 
Marjorie (b. 1902) and Kathleen (1902-1975). 

Percy William Turner married Gertrude Laverne 
Rau (b. 1908) in November 1925, at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rau of San Angelo. They lived 
on Percy’s ranch six miles southeast of Water Valley. 
Their two children, Percy Rau (b. 1932) and Barbara 
June (b. 1935) were reared at the ranch and currently 
live there with their mother. Percy Rau Turner, better 
known as “Bud,” married Helen Ruth Hightower 
(b. 1932) in the Presbyterian Church of Garden City 
in January 1952. From this union were born two 
children, Tim Robert (b. 1953) and Susan Helen 
(b. 1955). Tim Turner, a veterinarian, and his wife, 
the former Judy Marie Dowling (b. 1954), were 
married at the Temple United Methodist Church in 
Houston in May 1978 and currently live near the 
headquarters of the Turner Ranch with their two 
daughters, Tara Ruth (b. 1980) and Amanda Marie 
(b. 1984). Susan Turner married James Robert Steen 
(b. 1955) in Marfa in October 1981. They are living 
in Carthage, Missouri, with their three children, 
Jamie Katheryn (b. 1982), Jim Bob (b. 1985), and 


Jessica (b. 1987). Barbara June Turner married 
Otto Glenn Doggett (b. 1923) at the Percy W. Turner 
home in December 1956. Their son, Scott Turner 
Doggett (b. 1958), is a graduate of Texas A&M and 
is currently studying for a law degree in Lansing, 
Michigan. He married the former Carol Lynn Joiner 
(b. 1959) of San Angelo at the Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church of San Angelo in December 1987. 

Marjorie Turner married John Robert “Jack” 
Canning (1896-1988) of Eden, Texas, at the ranch 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ainslie Turner in August 
1925. Their son, Robert Ainslie “Hap’’ Canning 
(b. 1928), married Nancy Bea Hoyt (1928-1977) in 
March 1949 and they lived in Capitan, New Mexico. 
Hap’s older brother, Carl Canning, died at birth in 
May 1931 and is buried in the Ainslie Turner plot at 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. Hap and Nancy 
Canning had three children, John Ainslie (b. 1950), 
Nancy Lucia “Nancy Lu” (b. 1953), and Sarah 
Kathleen “Sally” (b. 1956). Hap married again to 
the former Farall Joan Dramdahl (b. 1931) in August 
1970 and there are no children from this marriage. 
John Ainslie Canning is a veterinarian in Vail, 
Colorado. He and his wife, the former Paula Lozano 
(b. 1952), were married in May 1971. They have 
one son, Ainslie Turner Canning (b. 1979). Sarah 
Kathleen “Sally” Canning married Mike Hainer (b. 
February 9, 1956; married May 18, 1979) who lives 
in Lincoln, New Mexico. She retained the Canning 
name and the couple has two daughters, Amber Rae 
Hainer-Canning (b. 1974) and Mollie Ann Hainer- 
Canning (b. 1980). Nancy Lu Canning never married 
and is living in Ruidoso, New Mexico. 

Kathleen Turner married Carl G. Munn (b. 1901) 
at the Ainslie Turner ranch home in August 1925 on 
the same day as her twin sister, Marjorie. There were 
no children from this marriage. 

These descendants of Ainslie Turner have scat- 
tered far and wide; however, some notable 
accomplishments in Tom Green County include 
Percy’s introduction of the first Quarter Horses to 
West Texas in 1935 from the King Ranch and his 
founding of the Quarter Horse Show at the San 
Angelo Stock Show, Bud’s receipt of the Fred T. 
Earwood Award from the Texas Sheep and Goat 
Raisers’ Association in 1985, and Tim and Judy’s 
construction of an underground home in 1986. It is 
interesting to note that the first Turner to arrive on 
the North Concho River in 1877, Captain William 
Turner, also lived underground (in a dugout) 109 
years earlier. As always, the Turners have worked to 
improve their Rambouillet sheep herds, produce only 
the finest wool, and manage their range land using 
proven conservation methods. 

by Tim Turner 


TURNER, LILLA FAY 
(WHITTLE) 


Lilla Fay (Whittle) Boykin-Bristow-Turner has 
lived all but two years of her life in Tom Green 
County. She was born at Vancourt in 1909 to Thomas 
Jefferson Whittle and Alma Oma (Hale) Whittle.She 
graduated from Fairview School in 1927 and married 
Lamar Boykin the same year. 

The Boykins had two children: a daughter, 
Tommye Lee, born in June 1929; and a son, Gerald 
Lamar, born April 23, 1934. Gerald died March 19, 
1988, and was buried in El Paso, Texas. 

Lilla Fay married Roy T. Bristow in 1945. The 
Bristows had two sons: Jim, born in 1946: and Bill, 
born in 1953. 


\ 


Lilla Fay (Whittle) Turner 


Tommye Lee (Boykin) Ericson has two daughters, 
Melanie and Regina Fay. 

Gerald Lamar Boykin has two daughters, Michelle 
and Leslie Lee, and one son, Granger. 

Jim Bristow has one son, Chris, and a step- 
daughter, Amity. 

Bill Bristow has one son, James. 

In 1971, Lilla Fay married Allen R. Turner. They 
live in San Angelo. 

by Fay Turner 


TWEEDY, ANDREW 
MELLICK 


Andrew Mellick Tweedy, Elizabeth Sykes’ Father 


Andrew Mellick Tweedy was born at 
Knickerbocker April 2, 1884, the second son of 
Joseph and Elizabeth Mellick Tweedy. His early 
education included a tutor in the family home. He 
went to West Texas Military Institute (later TMD in 
San Antonio and high school in Plainfield, New 
Jersey, the home of all his grandparents. He was in 


the class of 1905 at Princeton University, and in 
1906 took his degree as a civil engineer at Columbia 
University, New York City. During those years, he 
did some of the surveying work on the original 
Tweedy acreage. In 1948, some of the pegs he drove 
still outlined the ranch. A successful first job in 
northern New York State led to jobs superintending 
mines in Oaxaca, Coahuila, and Puebla in Mexico 
from 1907 to 1912. In 1913, he did special work 
unwatering a mine in Iron River, Michigan. The year 
1914 found him associated with a firm developing 
and exploiting foreign metallurgical patents and 
processes in the U.S.A. In 1916, he took a job as 
general manager with the South American 
Development Company, reworking gold mines 
existing since the Inca period in Ecuador at Zaruma, 
El Oro province. 

Florence Eleanor Dahl was born in Kendrick, 
Idaho, December 24, 1893, to Edwin and Ragnhild 
Meland Dahl, a pioneer Norwegian family. She 
trained as a nurse at the Sacred Heart Hospital in 
Spokane, Washington. Later she worked as a nurse 
in Los Angeles with Bess Tweedy. 

Following the example of his father, who always 
had taken a keen interest in the welfare of the 
communities of Knickerbocker and San Angelo and 
their inhabitants, Mellick Tweedy did the same in 
Ecuador. This included getting information and help 
from the Gorgas Hospital in Panama to combat and 
eradicate yellow fever in the port of Guayaquil and 
the Zaruma and Portevelo area. He became a friend 
of Ecuadorians in government, church, and business, 
and lobbied through their Congress many measures 
to help industrial development and advance the 
standard of living of the worker. At the mine site he 
built houses, stores, and a market area suited to local 
Ecuadorian customs. He provided a Catholic Church, 
recreational facilities, schools, and a hospital. 

In March 1917, Florence Dahl, having accepted a 
call to his sister for a nurse to develop the hospital, 
arrived in Ecuador. Just 23, pretty and unchap- 
eroned, she crossed the Continent, sailed from New 
York to Panama, and took a cattle boat down the 
West Coast of South America to Guayaquil. Mr. 
Tweedy had to come aboard and persuade the cap- 
tain that she would indeed be safe in this fever-ridden 
tropical port. He escorted her the rest of the journey 
by river steamer and muleback to the mines. They 
were married November 26, 1917, at Portevelo. 
While on their honeymoon in New Jersey and New 
York, she met and marched with Margaret Sanger, 
thereby beginning a lifelong interest in Planned 
Parenthood. 

Their daughter, Elizabeth Ragnhild Tweedy, was 
born in Portevelo, October 22, 1918. On July 10, 
1920, Andrew Mellick Tweedy, Jr., was born in 
Quogue, Long Island, New York, and on July 31, 
1921, John Bayard Tweedy was born in Portevelo. 

The Ecuadorian political upheavals of the Thirties 
and the opening of a new mine in Northern Ecuador 
required Mr. and Mrs. Tweedy to divide their time 
between Portevelo, Quito, and the New York 
headquarters with a house in Plainfield. In 1943, he 
retired and moved back to Texas to manage the 
family ranch at Knickerbocker. Following the 
deaths of his brothers, Joseph Lord Tweedy in 1940, 
Lawrence Leslie Tweedy in 1943, and his sister, 
Elizabeth Tweedy Flowers (Mrs. Morgan Flowers), 
also in 1943, he gradually bought out the surface 
interests of their heirs. They retained their mineral 
rights. Mr. Tweedy was a vestryman of Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church. He took great pleasure in 
renewing old acquaintances and once more fishing 


in Dove Creek. He died in San Angelo, January 6, 
1949. 

Always continuing to maintain a base at the ranch, 
Mrs. Tweedy had apartments at Rio Concho Manor 
and the Cactus Hotel, but loved to travel and visit 
her children and grandchildren, her numerous family 
in the Northwest, and her many friends from her 
Ecuadorian days. She was active in charitable 
endeavors, particularly the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society and Emmanuel Episcopal Church. She died 
in San Angelo, August 3, 1980. 

by Elizabeth Tweedy Sykes 


TWEEDY, JOSEPH LORD 


Joseph Lord Tweedy (Jose) 
1886-1940 


Joseph Lord Tweedy, always called Jose, was born 
June 21, 1886, at Knickerbocker, the third son of 
Joseph and Elizabeth Mellick Tweedy. He attended 
San Angelo schools and graduated from high school 
in Plainfield, New Jersey. He took courses in 
accounting as well as oil and gas at the University 
of Pittsburgh. Until World War I, he worked for his 
father, running sheep and cattle on the Knickerbocker 
ranch and operating the irrigated farm. 

He married Eva Gregg Browne May 23, 1916, in 
Plainfield, the daughter of Josiah Browne and Kate 
Martha Gregg. She had attended Randolph Cooley 
School in Plainfield and Wellesley College. In 1918, 
Jose received his commission as a first lieutenant 
with the 64th Infantry at Fort Bliss. He sailed for 
France with the 7th Division and saw service at the 
front from August until the Armistice was signed. 

After the war he and his wife went back to the 
Tweedy ranch with the three children: Katharine, 
born March 14, 1917, in San Angelo; Joseph Lord 
or Jose, Jr., born March 29, 1919, in Plainfield; 
Anne Stuyvesant, born April 4, 1921, in Dallas. Their 
home was the Tweedy farm three miles up the river 
from Knickerbocker. At the death of Joseph Tweedy 
in 1928 Jose continued to manage the family ranch 
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Eva Browne Tweedy 


and farm. When the farmhouse burned in 1936 they 
moved to a ranch house across Dove Creek. They 
kept a house in town at 1420 West Avenue D and the 
children attended San Angelo schools. 

Jose L. Tweedy was a vestryman of Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church and a director of the First National 
Bank. He served a term as mayor of San Angelo 
1934-36. With M.D. Bryant and Dwight L. Hunter, 
he formed the Western Oil & Royalty Company in 
the 1930s. Jose L. Tweedy died at the ranch October 
4, 1940. Mrs. Tweedy moved to town and lived at 
909 West Avenue I until her death March 15, 1975. 
They are buried on the ranch on a hill overlooking 
Dove Creek. 

Katharine married Charles W. Waring July 2, 
1942. He died in 1964. She lives in San Angelo. J.L. 
Tweedy, Jr., after a career in Dallas as head of the 
accounting department of Lone Star Steel, lives on 
Spring Creek with his wife, the former Harriett 
Monroe. Anne lives in Kentucky, the wife of Philip 
P. Ardery, a Louisville attorney. Eleven grand- 
children and 21 great-grandchildren are listed this 
year for Jose and Eva Tweedy. 

by Katharine Waring 


TYLER, WILLIAM B. “BILL” 


It was quite a thrilling adventure to a five-year- 
old lad, Bill Tyler, to be traveling in a wagon train 
all the way from his home in Caldwell County to 
West Texas. Of course, he felt safe and secure 
riding in the last wagon with his parents, John Allen 
Tyler and Mancil Freedonia Frey Tyler and too, there 
was his older sister, Minnie Adeline and three 
brothers, Otto Franklin, George Arthur and Henry 
Allen, all older than he, and a baby sister in his 
mother’s arms, Lydia Lucille. 

Young Bill found many things to amuse himself 
— especially the tall crockery churn his father hid 
under a tarp — but to a curious boy that was a 
challenge — he soon found the churn was filled with 
silver dollars! Such fun to dig his hands down deep 
into the silver dollars and let it slide off his hands. 
No doubt this money was gained by the sale of 
implements and a cow or two and few of the horses 
— and the money had to be placed in a safe place — 
no banks along the winding roads that were only 
buffalo trails most of the journey. 

Bill had visions of riding the pretty roan horse 
that was following along beside the wagons — and 
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William B. “Bill” Tyler 


Mrs. Wm. B. (La Rue) Tyler 


he did get to ride — but one of his brothers hit the 
horse a bit too hard and soon there was a runaway. 
Thanks to Uncle Frank Tyler who was driving the 
lead wagon of farm implements, Bill was rescued 
and contented himself with the silver coins in the 
churn. 

The wagon train followed the rivers and creeks as 
often as possible. Drinking water was a necessity 
for the animals, and a welcomed respite for the 
travelers from the dust and dirt. They camped out 
every night under the stars. They left Mendoza, 
Texas, May 1, 1903; arrived in Runnels County on 
the 8th of May. 

William Benjamin “Bill’’ Tyler was born in 
Mendoza, Caldwell County, Texas, December 20, 
1898, to John Allen Tyler and Mancil Freedonia 
Frey Tyler. He attended school in Miles and was an 
honor student of the 1916 graduating class. 


He entered Howard Payne College in Brownwood, 
Texas, where he made the highest grade ever made 
on the entrance exam — 9. 

Time moves along and additions were made to 
the family: a sister, Drucilla Josephine “Drucie” was 
born while the family resided near Ballinger, soon 
followed by two additional sisters, Nettie Evelyn and 
Ollie Elizabeth “Polly”’; a little brother, Eddie Everett 
Tyler, lived only a few months in 1901 —in Mendoza, 
Texas. 

Bill’s father engaged in farming and ranching — 
years later he bought The Miles Messenger, a weekly 
newspaper — family members assisted in the 
operation. 

Bill answered the call of Uncle Sam and was 
among the group to build Camp Bowie near Fort 
Worth, Texas. He was sent to Newport News, 
Virginia, and did building work in that area. 

He returned to Texas and entered Texas Christian 
University in Fort Worth, Texas. He paid the tuition 
by piloting an interurban in Fort Worth, with employ- 
ment at Stripling’s Department Store as a cashier 
during slack times with North Texas Transit 
Company. 

Following the death of his father on Friday, March 
13, 1925, Bill returned home to assist in the family 
newspaper business. His three brothers had married, 
also the sister who was a babe in arms in 1903 — 
Lucille to Glenn Everett Esmond. 

Bill Tyler always had an interest in selling real 
estate, and after marriage to Virginia La Rue 
Sandusky on October 10, 1933, the couple moved 
to San Angelo, Texas, where he opened an office in 
Central National Bank Building — later moved to 
Naylor Hotel where he was agent for Remington 
Rand office machines and carried on in real estate 
sales also. 

A daughter, Patricia Virginia, had joined the family 
circle and in a few years became a member, with her 
parents, in First Baptist Church, San Angelo, Texas. 

Bill limited his real estate activities to selling 
farms and ranches, having clients all over Texas, New 
Mexico and Colorado. He also made loans and sold 
oil leases. 

Bill Tyler bought land adjoining Goodfellow 
Field on the east and developed Tyler Terrace. He 
was surprised to read the abstract on the recently 
purchased land to discover an aunt and uncle had 
owned the same acreage in years long ago. 

His last office downtown was on the 9th floor of 
the McBurnett Building, now the City Savings 
Building. He was a reliable and honest realtor. A 
well-to-do rancher in the Marfa area told another 
San Angelo realtor, “You go home and talk to Bill 
Tyler. He has forgotten more about selling ranches 
than you ever knew!” And that realtor repeated that 
admonition to Bill. Both had a good laugh. Another 
rancher in the Fort McKavett area told a reliable 
source: “Bill Tyler is the most honest realtor I ever 
knew!” 

Ranchers soon learned that if Bill Tyler told them, 
“That ranch has no bitterweed on it,” they knew there 
was no bitterweed on it! 

William Benjamin “Bill” Tyler died Thursday, 
March 6, 1980. He was interred in Fairmount 
Cemetery — to a “Place Not Made By Hands.” 

by La Rue Sandusky Tyler 


UNDERWOOD, CLIFFORD 
BURNS 


Clifford Burns Underwood was born April 16, 
1904, to Claude M. Underwood and Florence 
Drucilla (Burns) Underwood. On July 11, 1937, he 
married Mary Pauline Walker, daughter of Louis 
Edgar and Maymie Shearer Walker. Holding two 
degrees from Hardin-Simmons University, Clifford’s 
career as school administrator and teacher spanned 
42 years and as Baptist pastor, 39 years. He once 
was pastor at Eola, Mereta, and at the old Angelo 
Heights Baptist Church, San Angelo. His most 
interesting job was ten years teaching emotionally 
disturbed children in State Mental Hospital, Big 
Spring. 

Graduating magna cum laude from Hardin- 
Simmons University, following completion of her 
education in hometown San Angelo schools and 
Junior College, Mary Pauline also became a teacher. 
Her jobs included: a decade teaching retarded 
children to read, write, and do simple arithmetic, and 
two years teaching six-year-old Hispanic children 
who understood no English. Her first school was the 
old Hess School in Tom Green County, where she 
met and later married Clifford. 


The Clifford Burns Underwood Family. About 1953. 
L to R: Sandra Sue Underwood (Overman), Mary 
Pauline Walker Underwood, Joe Ed Underwood, 
Clifford Burns Underwood, and Jimmy Lew 
Underwood 


All three of their children born at St. John’s 
Hospital in San Angelo are: Joe Ed, December 5, 
1938, and twins, Jimmy Lew and Sandra Sue, born 
February 21, 1942, on Uncle James Louis Walker’s 
birthday. Hence the name “Jimmy Lew.” 

Clifford Burns Underwood died April 26, 1977, 
and is interred in Lawnhaven Mausoleum, San 
Angelo. Retired now in Andrews, Texas, Mary 
Pauline Walker Underwood pursues her special 
avocations of music, travel, and free-lance writing. 

She has authored books, poetry, newspaper and 
magazine articles. Named “Silver Poet of 1986” by 
the World of Poetry Press, she was also included in 
Who's Who in Poetry in 1986 and Our Western 
World’s Greatest Poems in 1983. 

Her book, Journey to Remember, published in 
1973, following a trip to eight countries, focused 
mainly on The Holy Land and its history. An early 
magazine article published in The Grade Teacher 
Magazine was based on her experience in teaching 
public school music. Her Memoirs of Texas Rural- 
School Teaching in the 30’s and 40’s was placed by 
the Texas 1986 Sesquicentennial Commission in 
the Barker Texas History Center Archives at the 
University of Texas in Austin. 

Mary W. Underwood played organ and piano and 
was organist at Hillcrest Baptist Church, Big Spring, 


for many years. She sang with Andrews First Baptist 
Victory Choir, and was a member of the Delta Phi 
Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society and 
other organizations. 

But most important to her are grandchildren Jerry 
Cliff Overman, Edward Harry and Cynthia “Cindy” 
Underwood of Andrews, Kimberly Dawn and Randy 
Scott Underwood of Odessa, and Sherry Lynn 
Overman Davidson of Sheffield, Texas, also great- 
granddaughter, Lacie Lynn Davidson. 

by Mary P. Walker Underwood 


UNDERWOOD, JIMMY LEW 


The Jimmy, Joe, Mary P. Underwood/ 
Dwayne Overman Families, December 25, 1980 
Billie Underwood, Jimmy Underwood, Sharon Kay 
Underwood, Joe Ed Underwood, Mary P. 
Underwood, holding “Cindy” L. Underwood, 
William Wayne “Skeeter” Overman, Sandra Sue 
Underwood Overman, Jerry Dwayne Overman, Pita 
Llanes Overman, Jerry Cliff Overman, Randy Scott 

Underwood, and Kimberly Dawn Underwood 


Jimmy Lew Underwood, and his twin, Sandra Sue, 
were born to Clifford Burns Underwood and Mary 
Pauline Walker Underwood on February 21, 1942, 
in St. John’s Hospital, San Angelo, Texas. One 
sibling, Joe Ed Underwood, was born December 
5, 1938, same hospital. On January 19, 1961, in 
Colorado City, Texas, Jimmy Lew married Billie 
Jane Ewell (born November 7, 1940). Their children 
were: Kimberly Dawn Underwood, born July 26, 
1963, at Big Spring, Texas, and Randy Scott 
Underwood, born December 9, 1965, at Odessa, 
Texas. Jimmy is instrument electronic technician for 
General Tire, Odessa, for 23 years. Billie Jane is 
executive secretary for Halliburton. The marriage 
ended in divorce. 

Special interests of Jimmy Underwood: played 
trumpet, french horn, and alto horn; he enjoyed 
“ham” radio and doing volunteer severe weather 
watches. 

After winning the “Outstanding Journalist Award,” 
“Outstanding Business Award,” and “National 
Honor Society Award for Outstanding Journalist” 
while in high school, Kimberly Dawn Underwood 
continues work toward her degree from Odessa 
College with a major in finance, a minor in real estate. 
Employed by an appraisal service, she plans to 
become an appraiser herself. She was the only 
woman in her area to be awarded “The National 
Association of Women in Construction Academic 
Scholarship for 1986-87.” 

Randy Scott Underwood sells men’s clothing in 
an exclusive department store while working toward 
his degree with a physical therapy major at Odessa 
College. He received “The United States 
Achievement Academy 1984 National Science 


Award” for chemistry, and an earlier “Award for All- 
City Choir.” In the spring semester of 1985 he was 
ranked summa cum laude at Odessa College. He was 
also nominated as one of “The Outstanding Young 
Men of America.” 

by Mary P. Walker Underwood 


UNDERWOOD, JOE ED 


Joe Ed Underwood was born December 5, 1938, 
in San Angelo, Texas, to Clifford Burns Underwood 
and Mary Pauline (Walker) Underwood. His siblings 
were Jimmy Lew and Sandra Sue Underwood, twins 
born February 21, 1942, in San Angelo. 


The Joe Ed Underwood Family in 1986 
“Cindy” L. and Edward H. Underwood 


Always musically inclined, Joe was chosen both 
in 1955 and 1956 to represent his school in High 
School State Chorus. At Texas Tech, he studied with 
Dr. Lara Haggard, who once worked with Fred 
Waring and wrote some of his best orchestra arrange- 
ments. A bass-baritone, Joe later sang in and directed 
church choirs and sang solos for weddings and 
funerals. He attended Howard College and served 
in the United States Army. 

On February 7, 1970, he married Sharon Kay 
Kennedy-Cockerham. Sharon was born August 15, 
1949. Two children: Edward Harry was born June 
14, 1969, and adopted by Joe Underwood. Cynthia 
Lafon “Cindy” was born December 15, 1971. She 
married Jose Juan Cordova and they have two 
children, born in Permian General Hospital at 
Andrews: Juan Jose “J.J.” born September 21, 1988, 
and Alicia Kay, born December 13, 1990. 

Joe’s work experiences included being a television 
news director for several years, warehouse foreman 
for a large furniture store, head of security 
department for an oil-related industry, working for 
Pinkerton Detective Agency, and managing a 
convenience store in Andrews. 

Joe’s marriage ended in divorce, with the children 
awarded to him. In 1985, he was named ‘“‘Runner- 
Up Father of the Year’? by the Andrews County 
Chamber of Commerce Retail Merchants 
Committee, after being nominated by his daughter, 
Cindy Underwood. 

by Mary P. Walker Underwood 


UNDERWOOD, WILLIAM 
ROBERT 


William Robert “Bob”? Underwood was born 
January 16, 1857, in Gladeville, Wilson County, 
Tennessee. He was the son of Andrew Thomas and 
Mary (Ricketts) Underwood. Bob died December 
23, 1942, in Artesia, Eddy County, New Mexico. 
He was married April 24, 1894, in Red River County, 
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Texas, to Elizabeth “Lizzie”? Bush Gibson, the 
daughter of Henry Gibson and Harriett Catherine 
Shelton. Lizzie was born April 29, 1874, in 
Fairfield, Bedford County, Tennessee. She died 
February 27, 1929, in Arden, Irion County, Texas. 

Bob settled in Red River County, Texas, in 1870, 
near Clarksville. Lizzie Bush came to Red River, 
Texas, after the death of her father in 1891. In 1900, 
the family moved to Runnels County, near Benoit, 
Texas. In 1903, they moved to Tom Green County, 
near Wall, Texas, then known as Lipan Flat. 

December 26, 1904, they moved to Arden, Irion 
County, Texas, where they bought a stock farm. The 
brand was a wine glass. They still came to San 
Angelo to sell and buy. Both their lives ended here; 
both are buried in Fairmount Cemetery. 

These are their children: Ora Vivian (Underwood) 
Pringle, Annie Delphine (Underwood) Woodall, 
Edith Opal (Underwood) Mailor, Ray “Dick”’ 
Underwood, Fannie Inez (Underwood) Posey, 
Beatrice (Underwood) Jones, Neva (Underwood) 
Brooks, Orain Arlee “Buzz” Underwood, Lucille 
(Underwood) Carlton, Bettie Cloteele (Underwood) 
Keith, affiliated with Church of Christ. 

by Bettie (Underwood) Keith 


UPTON, HERSCHEL C. 


Herschel C. ‘Upton 


Herschel C. Upton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Upton, was born July 11, 1898, in Parker County, 
Texas. Mr. Upton attended school in San Angelo, 
was a graduate of Texas Christian University, and 
the University of Oklahoma Law School. He was 
admitted to the Bar of Texas in 1920. He practiced 
law with his father under the firm name of Upton 
and Upton. He acquired a reputation as an out- 
standing trial lawyer in both civil and criminal fields. 
He was also widely known as a probate, corporate, 
and tax attorney. He was actively engaged in 
ranching and was a director of the San Angelo 
National Bank at the time of his death, March 27, 
1966. He was married to the former Maggie Jones, 
February 13, 1920. Mrs. Upton, the daughter of 
pioneer Tom Green County residents Will C. Jones 
and Isabelle McCrohan Jones, lives in San Angelo. 
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The Uptons’ son, Bill Upton, and wife, Eloise, reside 
in San Angelo, and in conjunction with their son, 
Wm. Herschel Upton and their daughter, Carolyn 
Quillen, operate the Upton Ranch in Tom Green and 
Schleicher counties. 

by Bill Upton 


UPTON, LEE 
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Lee Upton 


Lee Upton was born February 17, 1876, in 
Madison County, Arkansas. He received his 
elementary education in Parker County, Texas, and 
attended Fort Worth University. He continued his 
education after his marriage to Fannie Wilson, 
October 10,1897, and received his law degree in 
1900. He started his practice in Parker County but 
after a year they moved to San Angelo. He practiced 
in San Angelo 57 years, serving as county attorney 
1904-1906. His practice encompassed all phases of 
law, but he specialized in land and lease law. Mr. 
Upton was honored by the Texas Bar Association in 
1957 on the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of that group 
for having been a half-century lawyer in Texas. He 
was known in his latter years as the Dean of the Tom 
Green County Bar Association. Mr. Upton died May 
17, 1963. 

Mrs. Upton was active in First Baptist Church, 
civic and social organizations in San Angelo. She 
had an active part in founding the Public Library 
and securing the first home for it in the basement of 
the Tom Green County Courthouse. Mrs. Upton died 
September 2, 1953. 

The Uptons had two children, a son Herschel, who 
joined his father in the law practice in 1920; and a 
daughter, Bernadine Upton, now Mrs. R.C. Keith, 
who resides in San Angelo. 

by Bill Upton 


VAN COURT, ALEXANDER 
BENJAMIN 


The Van Courts came from Holland and settled in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York, according 
to family tradition. 

The earliest known ancestor of the Texas Van 
Courts was Benjamin Alexander born 1783 in 
Pennsylvania, who married Mary — born 1787 in 
Pennsylvania. Their children were Alexander 


= oth eeyiss! ~ 
Alexander Benjamin Van Court (b. 1812) an 
Katherine Golton (wife #2) 
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Benjamin, born February 27, 1812; Elsia, born 1820, 
Maria, born 1826, and Amanda, born 1830. 

Alexander Benjamin, born 1812, and his 
descendants were the early settlers of the town of 
Vancourt, located 20 miles southeast of San Angelo 
on Snake Creek, now on Highway 67, Tom Green 
County, originally part of Bexar Territory. 

The early Van Court family left Pennsylvania 
some time after 1830 and went down the Ohio River 
in a boat which they had built. When they reached 
the confluence of the Mississippi River, the boat 
capsized and all of their possessions were lost, but 
all aboard were saved. They went to the St. Louis, 
Missouri — Illinois area from which Alexander 
Benjamin went to California with the Forty-Niners. 
He returned to the area and married February 23, 
1852, Mary Chamberlain in St. John’s Church, St. 
Louis, Missouri. Mary was born in Hannibal, 
Missouri, and died March 11, 1859. Their children 
were Benjamin, born 1855, and Mary Ann, born 
March 11, 1859, both in Illinois. 

In 1864, Alexander Benjamin (born 1812) mar- 
ried his second wife, Katherine F. Golton, who was 
born in England. Their children were Oscar, born 
1865 in Illinois; Frank M., born 1871 in Coffeeville, 
Kansas; and Minnie, born 1876 in Texas. 

All of the family moved to Bexar Territory from 
Coffeeville, Kansas, about 1873 and settled on a 
ranch near Fredericksburg in Gillespie County, later 


Mary Ann Van Court and Alexander Benjamin Van 
Court with Buffalo Rifle (Children of: Alexander 
Benjamin Van Court b. 1812) 


j 
| 
t 
I 
: 
ft 
| 
i 
e 
& 
% 
a 
. 
| 


Alexander Benjamin Van Court (b. 1855) and Lula 
Mason 


moving to Kickapoo Springs on a place called the 
Hat Ranch. The ranch house was located a few 
hundred yards from where the first post office at 
Vancourt was established in 1906. It was there that 
Benjamin (born 1855) married Lula Mason (a.k.a. 
Louisa Mae) from Indiana. She was visiting a sister 
who was married to a rancher there, when she met 
Benjamin, who was working for this rancher. He 
was a buffalo hunter. Their children were Benjamin 
Lee, born September 24, 1891; Faye; William 
Alexander, born 1889; Zeltha, who died as an infant; 
and another infant, name unknown, all of whom 
were born at the ranch. Faye married Helen Lathrop 
and lived in Arizona. Their children were Harry Lee 
and Helen Catherine. William Alexander married 
Elizabeth Alma Flint of Austin, and moved to Seattle, 
Washington. Their children were Le Mere, Raymond 
Glenn, and William, Jr. 


Benjamin “Lee” Van Court and Nell Gale (wife #1) 


Frank Van Court (Son of Alexander Benjamin Van 


Benjamin “Lee” Van Court and Mary A. Berti (wife 
#2) 


Benjamin “Lee” married Nell Gale of Dallas, and 
their children were Gayle and Weenston Keith (a.k.a. 
John). Nell Gale died in 1918 and Lee, as he was 
known then, married Mary A. Berti. They had no 
children. 

The elder Van Court named Alexander Benjamin 
(born 1812) died in Tom Green County, February 
19, 1881, and is buried in Ben Ficklin Cemetery. 
The next year was the disastrous flood, and all of 
the graves were washed down hill. All of the bodies 
were reinterred on a spot higher on the hill, with 
rock walls around the plots. 

Benjamin’s (b. 1855) sister, Mary Ann, married 
William S. Kelly on May 11, 1881. William Kelly 
ran a buffalo hunting camp and sold hides and meat 
that were shipped from San Angelo. Mr. Kelly was 
engaged in many enterprises in the area over the 
years and much is written about him and Mary Ann, 
including a biography and photos at the Fort Concho 
Museum in San Angelo. William S. Kelly also was 


Court and Katherine Golton) and Beula Lewis 


Minnie Van Court and Thomas Kemp 


the first Postmaster at the Post Office when it was 
established in Vancourt in 1906. 

Early in 1900, Benjamin and Lula and all of their 
family left Texas for Arizona, leaving Katherine 
Golton Van Court and her children at the ranch. Some 
of them still ranch in the area. 

After moving to Arizona, they worked as ranchers 
in the Ajo area and the Henderson Ranch. Later 
Benjamin “Lee” worked for the Cattle King Ranch 
in Utah and drove cattle to Los Angeles to cattle 
brokers there. He also worked for the Corona 
California dehorning Mexican longhorns. He 
“railroaded”’ for a while in Arizona on the T.C. & 
G.B. Railroad and worked for a mine. He died at 
Redlands, California. He often spoke with fond 
memories and strong emotion of the early days on 
the ranch at Vancourt. 

by Agatha L. Beck 


VAN COURT, FRANK 


Frank and Beulah Lewis Van Court 


The beginning of the Van Court clan in Tom Green 
County started with the arrival of Alexander and 
Katherine Van Court in 1878 and has lasted through 
109 years and six generations to date. They settled 
near the Kickapoo Springs in Eastern Tom Green 
County. The present town of Vancourt, was 
established there with Katherine Van Court as the 
first postmistress. Three children had been born to 
this couple prior to moving to Tom Green County, 
and Alexander had two children by a previous 
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marriage which ended when his wife died during 
the birth of their second child. These two children 
were Benjamin (who left San Angelo around 1910) 
and Mary Ann (who married William S. Kelly in 
1881). The three children born to Alexander and 
Katherine were Oscar (1864-1933) who never 
married, Minnie May (who married Tom Kemp and 
moved to Fort Worth in the early 1900’s), and Frank 
(1871-1946) of whom many descendants still reside 
in Tom Green County. 

Frank Van Court and Beulah G. Lewis were 
married on May 9, 1897. During his lifetime, he 
operated a wagon yard at the corner of Irving and 
Beauregard, was Tom Green County Sheriff, and at 
the time of his death in 1946 was part owner-operator 
of San Angelo Transfer Company. Beulah and Frank 
had 49 years together and raised five children, 
Clifford G., Mack L., Fern Katherine, Francis 
Alexander, and Hawley Allen. 

Clifford G. Van Court (1898-1968) married Mattie 
Love Linthicum in 1924. He was a partner in the 
San Angelo Transfer Company and was operating a 
ranch in Irion County at the time of his death. Clifford 
and Mattie Love had two sons: Clifford G. (Tip) Van 
Court married Billie Marie Wilbanks in 1948. He 
ranches in southern Tom Green County. They have 
two sons, John W. and Stephen Frank Van Court, 
and one granddaughter, Lacy Marie. Richard H. Van 
Court married Ione Drake in 1959 and they had three 
children, David, Janet, and Susan Van Court. Ione 
Van Court died in 1978. Richard married Juanita 
Jones in 1980 and they reside in Christoval where 
he is postmaster and also ranches in Irion County. 

Mack L. Van Court (1899-1970) married Helen 
Hannum in 1929 and operated a ranch in Irion 
County until his death. Mack and Helen had two 
daughters. Lois Yvonne Murphy resides and teaches 
school in San Angelo and has two children, Kathleen 
and Marilyn. Maxine Van Court teaches school and 
resides in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Fern Katherine Van Court (1902-1971) received 
a B.S. degree from Sul Ross and Master’s degree 
from University of Maryland. She worked as a 
teacher and elementary supervisor in the San Angelo 
school system until retirement. 

Francis Alexander Van Court (1907-1985) 
attended Sul Ross and Women’s College at Denton. 
She was deputy sheriff in Tom Green County. She 
worked in title work and as a broker in the oil 
industry. 

Hawley Allen Van Court (1911-1971) married 
Dorothy Cowden in San Angelo in 1935. He was 
ranching at Crane, at the time of his death. Hawley 
and Dorothy had three sons, Hawley A., Jr., Frank, 
and Dudley. Hawley A. Van Court, Jr., was born in 
1937 and died in a traffic accident in 1957. Frank 
Van Court received a B.S. degree from Rice and a 
law degree from University of Texas. He is married 
and has two sons, Gregory and David; they reside in 
Houston. Dudley Cowden Van Court has degrees 
from Rice and University of Texas. He is married 
and has two children, Christopher and Emily; they 
reside in Austin. 

by Richard Van Court 


VAN COURT, TIP 
C.G. Tip Van Court and Billie Marie Wilbanks 
were married June 15, 1948, in San Angelo. Tip 


graduated from San Angelo High School and joined 
the navy. He served in both the Pacific and Atlantic 
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Stephen, Bill, Johnny and Tip Van Court 


theaters of war. He was discharged in 1946. Bill had 
just graduated from Baylor University. Their first 
home was on a ranch twenty miles southwest of 
Mertzon where Tip worked for his father, Clifford, 
and began putting together a herd of cattle for 
himself. There was no electricity and they did not 
own a car. That first winter was a “doozy.” It was 
cold and wet. Both water and butane froze and stayed 
that way for thirty days. Snow drifted in around the 
windows of the house. Days were spent feeding cattle 
and sheep. There was no heater in the pickup. They 
wrapped their boots with tow-sacks to keep warm. 
A happy memory is a herd of two year old Hereford 
steers. These were particularly beautiful, gentle and 
very glad to see someone with feed and the potential 
for water on those mornings when the ground was 
covered with ice and snow. Sheep were sometimes 
found with their wool frozen to the ground. 

The Van Courts felt “up-town’’ when they 
purchased a battery powered radio. Soon they put 
up a windcharger. Their first son, John W., was born 
in 1952 during a drought. Johnny did not see rain 
until he was two years old. About this time “real’’ 
electricity came to the area. 

In the fall of 1957, they moved to a lease on the 
Door Key Ranch, south and east of Christoval. This 
was a return to familiar ground for Bill. Her father, 
grandfather, uncle and his two brothers ranched this 
same area when she was little. A second son, Stephen 
Frank, was born in 1958 during a drought breaking 
rainstorm. 

Tip and Fred Ball entered into a partnership and 
bought out Fred Fuller in 1958. During the transfer, 
everything on the ranch had to be rounded up and 
counted. Cots lined the sleeping porch for the extra 
cowboys. The nights were short and the days were 
long. One of the older cowboys held Johnny on his 
lap and told him wonderful stories about how things 
used to be. 

The last wild horse herd in Tom Green County 
came with the lease. Pens were built around the 
watering holes out of World War II airfield landing 
mats for the purpose of trapping the horses. This was 
“real western.” Tip and Bill bought Fred out in 1968. 


Shearing used to take two weeks and three moves, 
with many people helping. The men rode many miles 
horseback. The women cooked for days and carried 
food to the men when they were far from the house. 
This year, 3,500 goats were sheared in two days. No 
horses were saddled. Sheep dogs and four-wheelers 
were used. Tip, Bill, Johnny, and Stephen were the 
only hands, other than the shearing crew. 

Stephen graduated from Christoval High School. 
He lives on the ranch and enjoys searching for relics 
with his metal detector. He finds arrowheads along 
the banks of Pecan Creek and wonders how it was, 
when Indians camped there. He owns a flock of sheep 
and helps Tip with the ranch work. 

Johnny graduated from Central High and Angelo 
State University. He has ranching interests near 
Christoval and Carlsbad. He is a brand inspector for 
the Cattle Raiser’s Association. He and Tip operate 
a feed lot on the ranch. Johnny’s wife, Brenda, owns 
and operates “Gifts, etc.” in San Angelo. He has one 
daughter, Lacy Marie. Lacy loves to visit the ranch. 
She likes to watch the stars at night, see the sun rise, 
and fish in the creek. 

The ranch is mainly an Angora goat and cattle 
operation. Tip and Bill still love this rapidly 
disappearing life-style. 

by Mrs. Tip Van Court 


VANORDEN, KEENE C. 


Keene C. VanOrden was born in Appleton City, 
Missouri, May 30, 1900. His parents were the 
Reverend Alfred VanOrden and Lulu Christopher 
VanOrden. His father was a Presbyterian minister 
and held pastorates in Fort Scott, Kansas; Salina, 
Kansas; Council Bluffs, lowa; and Warsaw, 
Wisconsin. 

Keene was graduated from MacAllister College 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. In college he played 
basketball and was pianist for the men’s glee club. 
He received his Master’s Degree from the University 
of Minnesota. He took additional work in mathe- 
matics from Boston College and from the University 
of Texas. 

Mr. VanOrden was married to Geneva Schnittjer, 
daughter of Daniel J. and Rhoda Pulver Schnittjer. 
The VanOrdens have a son, Don J. VanOrden, 
District Manager for Sun Oil Company in Midland, 
Michigan, and a daughter, Dr. Beverly V. Roller, a 
reading specialist in the Jefferson County Schools 
of Denver, Colorado. 

Keene VanOrden came to San Angelo in 1955, 
after holding teaching positions in Iowa and 
Oklahoma and spending a few years in oil 
exploration. He was appointed Coordinator of the 
San Angelo Mathematics Department, a position 
which he held until his retirement. After his retire- 
ment, he taught part-time for a few years in Wall. 

He served as State President of the Texas Council 
of Mathematics Teachers. He was a member of the 
National Council of Mathematics Teachers and 
brought the convention of the Council to San Angelo 
in 1963. 

Mr. VanOrden was named Texas Teacher of the 
Year in 1969 and was commended by the Texas 
House for his service to education. He was named 
Educator of the Month by the Texas Schools Business 
Magazine. He was twice a guest lecturer to the 
National Science Foundation of Mathematics 
Institutes. He was listed in Who’s Who of the 
Southwest, and was a member of Phi Delta Kappa, 
an educational fraternity. 


Mr. VanOrden was active in church and civic 
affairs. He served as Chairman of the Board of the 
First United Methodist Church, was twice financial 
chairman, taught the Men’s Bible Class for many 
years and served as class pianist. He was president 
of Knights of the Round Table for a term. He also 
served as chairman of the R.S.V.P. Advisory Board. 

Mr. VanOrden loved to teach, and after his 
retirement he spent much time tutoring students who 
were having trouble with mathematics. He tutored 
until two months before his death on May 27, 1985. 

by Geneva VanOrden 


VAN ZANDT - MEDLOCK 


Charles E. Van Zandt (born July 8, 1914, in 
Sweetwater, to Thomas Marion and Nora Faye 
Anderson Van Zandt) married Lucille Medlock (born 
January 15, 1920, in San Angelo to Reuben and 
Martha Whitley Medlock) on September 25, 1939, 
in Brownwood. They are the parents of Dean (born 
July 31, 1940), Jean (born October 22, 1941), Don 
Lee (born July 27, 1944) and Kenneth (born January 
16, 1947). 

The Van Zandts settled in San Angelo in 1940. 
Charles worked as a short order cook until 1948, 
when he went to work at the post office as a mail 
carrier. He retired in 1976. Lucille drove a taxi during 
the war, worked in the Corner Drug Store, Okay 
Drugs, and Salvato drug. She worked as a checker 
for M’ System for 27 years, retiring in 1985. 

Dean worked for M’ System at the age of 15. He 
served in Vietnam in the Marines, returning to San 
Angelo to work for Safeway in 1970. He now lives 
in the Houston area with his family. 

Jean began working at Corner Drug Store at the 
age of 14. He continues to live in San Angelo with 
his family and works at Ethicon, Inc. 

Don Lee served in the Marine Reserves and 
became a Texas Department of Public Safety trooper 
in 1966. He has been stationed in Stamford and 
Seguin. 

Kenneth was in the Marine Reserves and returned 
to work as an apprentice at Southwest Aircraft, 
Mathis Field. He continues to work in aircraft repair 
at Mathis Field and lives in the Lake Nasworthy area 
with his family. 

by Dawn Van Zandt 


VAN ZANDT - MOOREHEAD 


E.J. Van Zandt (born October 22, 1941), to Charles 
and Lucille Medlock Van Zandt) married Dawn 
Moorehead (born August 15, 1945, in Columbus, 
Georgia, to Dorris and Jane Kerr Moorehead) in 
1983. He had three children by a previous marriage, 
Michelle, Lance, and Kimberly. She also had three 
children by a previous marriage, Michelle and Katie 
Inch and Tommy Van Zandt. Jean and Dawn are the 
parents of two children Michael and Natalee. 

They met at Immanuel Baptist Church where they 
were involved in a single adult Sunday School class 
taught by Dawn’s parents. 

Jean started working at the Corner Drug Store at 
the age of 14 as a “soda jerk” and delivery boy. He 
graduated from Central High School in 1960 and 
from San Angelo College in 1963. He served in the 
Army Reserve from 1963 to 1970. Jean began 
working at Monarch Tile in 1964 in the sales 
department and switched to computer programming 
in 1969. He joined the work force at Ethicon in 1974, 
where he is now the personal computer coordinator. 


E.J. Van Zandt Family, 1986 
Clockwise: Jean Van Zandt, Michelle Inch Voss, 
Katie Inch, Tommy Van Zandt, Michael Van Zandt, 
and Dawn Van Zandt 
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E.J. Van Zandt Family Addition - 1987 
Natalee Van Zandt, age 4 months 


Dawn worked in her father’s service station as a 
teenager. She graduated from Lake View High 
School in 1963, and was a member of the last 
graduating class from San Angelo College in 1965 
and the first from Angelo State College in 1967. She 
received her Master of Social Work degree from Our 
Lady of the Lake University, San Antonio, in 1983. 
She has worked as a reporter, a teacher in the mental 
health/mental retardation field, a secretary, a checker 
at M’ System and as a social worker for the Texas 
Department of Human Resources. As a social worker, 
she was instrumental in getting the Family Outreach 
project organized and functioning. 

As a couple, the Van Zandts have been active 
volunteers in the music ministry in the chapel at 
Baptist Memorials and in the churches they have 
attended. They worship at First Baptist Church with 
their family. 

by Dawn Van Zandt 


VASQUEZ, RAY and MARY 
ELLEN (TORRES) 


Ray Vasquez, the son of Sylvestre Vasquez and 
Elvira Menchaca, was born and raised in Eldorado, 
where he graduated from Eldorado High School in 
1965. Ray’s father operated a small grocery store 
but the family also did seasonal work, such as picking 
cotton. As a result, Ray always started school in 
December, just before the holidays or in January. 

In 1965, he came to San Angelo and enrolled at 
San Angelo College. While attending college, he 
worked at service stations, pumping gas, fixing flats, 
etc. Later, he was employed several years by 
American National Insurance Company. 

On August 24, 1968, Ray married Mary Ellen 
Torres, a San Angelo native, daughter of Julio and 
Carmen Torres. They are the proud parents of two 
daughters, Carmen Cecilia “C.C.” and Linda Raye. 
C.C. is a senior at Lake View High School and Linda 
is in the eighth grade at Lincoln Junior High. 
Mary Ellen is employed by San Angelo State School 
as a Client Records secretary. 

In May, 1970, Ray Vasquez and his brother-in- 
law, Richard Torres, opened an Exxon service station. 
A few years later, Ray bought out his brother-in- 
law’s part and continued to operate the Exxon until 
1981. He then operated a Texaco on North Bryant 
for two years. Ray moved to South Bryant where he 
operated a Phillips 66 service station until the 
convenience store business took over. 

Ray thought about giving up this line of work, 
but the appreciative clientele he had served for 
several years, changed his mind. In December 1985, 
Ray opened an auto service center (Ray Vasquez 
Service Center) on South Irving. 

The Ray Vasquez family is actively involved in 
church work at St. Therese Catholic Church in 
Carlsbad, Texas. In December, 1985, the family was 
selected as the first Family of the Year at St. Therese 
Church. Ray has served as President and Vice 
President of the Parish Council. He is a Eucharistic 
Minister and a certified CCD teacher. C.C. is also a 
certified CCD teacher and is one of the organists. 
Mary Ellen is an assistant CCD teacher and is 
presently serving as treasurer of the Parish Council. 
Both Ray and Mary Ellen have served on the Social 
Committee at St. Therese. 

by Rose Duke 


VAUGHAN, RUDOLPH L. and 
ISABEL (BEAN) 


A Grayson County boy and a Scottish lassie, 
transplanted to San Angelo, met while attending 
Southwestern University in Georgetown and later 
spent their 42 years of marriage in San Angelo. 

Rudolph Lester Vaughan, called Rudy, was born 
July 23, 1903, to D.R. and Ella Vaughan, and grew 
up in Sherman, Grayson County. He died in San 
Angelo, March 31, 1970. 

Isabel Bean, born September 15, 1906, in 
Aberdeen, Scotland, was orphaned at age 10. With 
an older brother, Archie, she traveled to San Angelo 
and was reared by her uncle and his wife, Robert 
and Mary Massie. She died in San Angelo, February 
12, 1973. 

Rudolph and Isabel were married in San Angelo, 
December 25, 1927. Following his graduation from 
Southwestern in 1927, Vaughan joined the staff of 
Wool Growers Central Storage in San Angelo, where 
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he worked until he founded his own company, San 
Angelo Wool Company, in 1932. 

Vaughan also operated a farm near San Angelo 
and was active with his wife in operating their 
Crockett County ranch. He served as a director of 
the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Association, as 
chairman of the board of the Massie Foundation, and 
as board president for the Glenmore School, then 
separate from San Angelo schools. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vaughan reared two sons, Jack 
Edwin and William Lawrence Vaughan. The older 
son, Jack resides in San Angelo with his wife, Mary 
Ann. They have two sons, Ross L. and Grant J. 
Vaughan. William (Bill) lives in Houston with his 
wife, Sally, and they have two sons, Scott and Sam, 
and a daughter, Sarah. 

by Jack Vaughan 


VECK, WILLIAM S. and KATE 


William S. Veck 
(Courtesy of San Angelo Standard-Times) 


“He may truthfully be called the Father of San 
Angelo,” the Standard said at his death in March 
1900. “Sterling honesty, undeviating probity, 
integrity of purpose, unswerving loyalty, extra- 
ordinary mental endowments’’ — these were the 
qualities his contemporaries saw in W.S. Veck. 

William S. Veck, the town’s first businessman and 
banker, was one of the five men appointed by the 
governor to organize Tom Green County. He 
championed the raffish settlement of Saint Angela 
in its rivalry with Ben Ficklin for county seat. He 
served on the first grand jury, and for a time in 1880 
held the office of postmaster with the post office in 
his store. In 1889, with Jonathan Miles, William 
Evans, J.S. Shupert, and Eugene Cartledge, he was 
elected to the first board of aldermen when the city 
incorporated for the first time. J.G. Preusser was 
mayor, James D. Spears city marshal, John F. 
Moorkens secretary and R.F. Talbert treasurer. Veck 
was the only alderman to remain in office throughout 
the three years of the first incorporation. His design 
for the city seal is still used by the City of San Angelo. 
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William Smith Veck was born near Somerville, 
New Jersey, in 1826. In his pension application he 
stated that he had changed his name from Veghte, 
an old New Jersey and New York name, to Veck 
because people in the west could not spell or 
pronounce it. The family moved to Middletown, 
Ohio. In 1840 he arrived in California by sea, trading 
for hides along the coast. He is said to have enlisted 
for 12 months June 18, 1846, with the Illinois foot 
volunteers, mustered in at Alton, Illinois. He was 
honorably discharged the next year. The gold fever 
in California drew him west again. He once told a 
reporter that he ran a hotel in Sacramento where he 
met Judge Roy Bean. In Albert Sidney Johnston’s 
campaign against the Mormons in Utah, 1858-1860, 
Veck served in charge of wagon transportation. 
Somewhere along the way he travelled to South 
America. 

In 1865 or 1866 he was in the Fort Concho area 
as a teamster or wagon master hauling rocks and 
supplies for building the fort. 

Leaving government employ, he opened the first 
trading post and saloon “across the river’’ from the 
post. In 1869 he built his picket and hide store on 
what would become the northeast corner of Concho 
and Oakes. He sold whiskey, dry goods, groceries 
and lead by the ton to buffalo hunters. (Gambling 
and prostitution,the shanty town’s main attractions, 
were no part of Veck’s business operations.) He held 
gold and other currency for cattlemen, buffalo 
hunters and cowboys who found that they could trust 
him. Thus his expanding general merchandise 
business became the town’s first bank. 

Catalina Wuertemberg, called Kate, was born in 
Fort Craig, New Mexico, in 1858, the daughter of a 
German immigrant, Philip Wuertemberg (originally 
Waschenburg) and his wife Ramona Silva. 
Wuertemberg died at Camp Verde in a Confederate 
prison. Pablo Alderette married the widow in 1869 
and brought her and her four children to the Concho 
country. 

Veck gave Pablo Alderette a job as foreman of a 
ranch he had bought on the North Concho. At the 
picket ranch house, one of Kate’s tasks was to 
refinish the floor after a dance, spreading soft mud 
with her hands to fill holes and uneven places. Veck 
came to these home dances given every two weeks 
by the hospitable, musical Alderette-Wuertemberg 
family. In September 1872 he carried 14-year-old 
Kate away to his hide and picket store. The couple 
were given a military escort to Fredericksburg, where 
they were married by a justice of the peace in the 
home of Mrs. Charles Knowles, a daughter of E.A. 
Nimitz. Ten children were born to this happy 
marriage. 

Veck built his family a ten-room adobe house on 
East Concho, ceiled and clapboarded with lumber 
brought from Round Rock. Mrs. Veck had the first 
piano and the first bathtub in San Angelo. The Veck 
yard in the block was surrounded by high palisades 
of mesquite and oak posts. The old benchmark from 
which all local surveys were started was located 
there. In 1884 in partnership with S.E. Sterrett and 
George B. Sherwood, Veck’s private bank became 
Veck, Sterrett & Company, in a handsome building 
on the Veck corner designed by Oscar Ruffini. 

Children of William S. and Kate Veck were 
William S. Jr.; Henry B.; Catherine R. (Mrs. W. 
Hambridge); Lottie (Mrs. Gaines L. Coates; Lola 
(Mrs. W.H. Dockray); Mark Merritt; Mary (Mrs. 
C.R. Spurgeon); Ramona; Charles, and Carmencita. 


W.S. Veck over-extended credit to ranchmen 
during bad times. Financial reverses contributed to 
his breakdown in health. Veck sold his business in 
1887 and lived in retirement for several years. His 
ranch was sold to M.B. Pulliam in 1898. An 
outpouring of affection showed the respect of his 
town of San Angelo at the funeral March 20, 1900. 
One hundred and thirty-two vehicles followed him 
to Fairmount Cemetery. 

Mrs. Veck, long known for her skill with plants 
and flowers, had been a vice-president of the Ladies’ 
Horticultural Club. In widowhood she operated 
Veck’s Pioneer Florist with her son Mark, never 
leaving the property staked out by her husband. In 
October 1906 her house was destroyed by fire, with 
its library, antique black walnut furniture, secretary 
(the gift of departing officers at Fort Concho), a 
marble top sideboard, buffalo hair matresses, relics 
and curios from earliest days of San Angelo. Kate 
Veck died in 1936. 
by Tom Green County Historical Society (with 

thanks to Bill Green and the 
Standard-Times for contributions.) 


VICK, JOHN CALVIN 


John Calvin Vick and bride, Nettie Schmidt, July 
1906. Knickerbocker Farmer 


John Calvin Vick of Atlanta, Georgia, married 
Nettie Schmidt of San Antonio, in July, 1906. They 
lived in Knickerbocker where he was a farmer. John 
had two brothers, Jess and Tom, and one sister, Addie. 
Nettie had one brother, Joe, and four sisters, Della, 
Louise, Frances, and Caroline. 

John and Nettie had one girl, Jessie, and two boys, 
Emmett and Joe. John died in 1915, Nettie in 1962. 

Emmett married Margaret Newton. They had three 
boys, Calvin, Wayne, and Roy, and three girls, 
Bernice, Fay, and Roxie. 

Jessie married Robert Harvey. They had two girls, 
Wanda and Ann. 

Joe married Elsie Morgan. They had two girls, 
Paula and Carolyn. 

by Ann McCleery 


VILLARREAL, MERCEDES and 


Mercedes Jaques Villarreal 


Epitacio Villarreal was believed to have been born 
in Spain in 1832. He lived in Monterrey, Mexico, 
before coming to Texas. 

Mercedes was born in 1859 in Chihuahua, Mexico. 
Her parents were Salome and Onesimo Jaques. 
Mercedes was a very young girl when her family 
fled Mexico, coming to Texas in a wagon train. She 
recalled that their wagon train was attacked by 


Indians and she witnessed the scalping of one of the 
men. A friend of her father’s that was traveling with 
them, and believed to be an Indian, was able to 
convince the attackers to spare them. 

Mercedes and Epitacio were married in 1875. 
They came to Knickerbocker in 1876. They had 
twelve children, Juliana, Isabel, Pedro, Trine, Gil, 
Leocadia, Eulogio, Epimenio, Manuela, Felicita, 
Victoria, and Elena. 

In 1906, Epitacio purchased 50 acres of land, 
where he made a living by raising crops and also 
raising goats and horses. He and his older sons were 
considered talented horsemen and were paid to tame 
wild horses. Epitacio and his family lived in a house 
that they built underneath some pecan trees. The 
original house no longer exists, as it was destroyed 
by fire. Herbert Villarreal Torres, son of Manuela, 
currently resides next to the old homesite. 

Epitacio died in 1907, and Mercedes died in 1954. 
Both are buried in Knickerbocker Catholic cemetery. 

The oldest daughter, Juliana (died 1953) married 
Juan Armandariz (died 1936) and they raised their 
family in Knickerbocker. Their seven children were 
Encarnacion (see Bejil), Juan, Luis, Victar (see Soto), 
Jovita, Mercedes, and Catalina. 

Encarnacion, Victar, and their families continue 
to live in Knickerbocker. 

Pedro married Josefa Mendoza and moved to 
California, where he died and is buried. Trine and 
Gil are both dead and are buried in Knickerbocker. 
Isabel married Guadalupe Elizondo; they are both 
dead and buried in Knickerbocker. Their son Willie 
lives in San Angelo. Eulogio married Carmen, 
daughter of Paula Flores Casteneda. They lived in 
Knickerbocker before moving to San Angelo where 
he died and is buried. They had five daughters. 
Epimenio married Catarina Gomez and they had one 
son Cirildo and daughter Felicita. Epimenio and 
Catarina are buried in Knickerbocker. Cirildo’s two 
sons in the Denver, Colorado area, and Pedro’s 
children in California are the only ones to carry the 
Villarreal name. Leocadia, who never married, is 
buried in Knickerbocker. Victoria married Jose 
Zimmerle in San Antonio. Manuela married Vidal 
Torres. Now both widows, Victoria and Manuela 
continue to live in San Antonio. Elena, the youngest 
of Mercedes and Epitacio’s family, married Luis 
Lebario. Both they and their son, Armando, maintain 
a residence in Knickerbocker. 

by Ernestina Morales Torres 


WADE, BARTO C. 


Barto C. Wade was born in Duffau, in southern 
Erath County, July 3, 1883. He was the son of J.T. 
and Eliza Wade. On June 3, 1906, he married Bessie 
Alice Feagin in Hamilton County. They had two 
daughters: Bessie Helen (1912) and Barto Lucille 
(1921). 

After their marriage, Barto and Bessie lived in 
Oklahoma Territory and Sterling City, before settling 
in Water Valley in 1919. In 1938, they moved to 
Schleicher County. In 1942, they moved to San 
Angelo. Mr. Wade (died 1967) was a farmer and 
rancher. 

Bessie’s parents were H.J. and Easter Feagin. She 
was born November 14, 1882, near Livingston in 
Polk County. The family later settled in Hico, 
Hamilton County. Mrs. Wade (died 1966) was a 
graduate of North Texas Normal College (North 
Texas University) at Denton. She taught school in 
Texas and Oklahoma. 


Bessie Helen was born in Sterling County. During 
World War II she served in the WAC for three years. 
She taught school for 44 years, retiring in 1979. She 
married the late W.T. Drake (died 1979) in 1948 and 
they made their home in Fort Worth. They had one 
daughter, Linda Beth Butcher, and two grandsons, 
Cody and Max Butcher. 

Barto Lucille was born in Water Valley. During 
World War II she served in the WAC for two years. 
She makes her home near Granbury, Hood County. 
She worked as a dental technician for 40 years in 
Fort Worth, before retiring. 

by Barto L. Wade 


WALKER - STAGGS 


Front row L to R: Carol Ann Walker Staggs, Roger 
Darrell Staggs. Back row L to R: Brent Darrell 
Staggs, Renee Elizabeth Staggs. June 1987, Lubbock, 
Texas 


Carol Ann Walker was born to James Louis and 
Anna Louise Taylor Walker on July 20, 1950, in San 
Angelo. On August 29, 1970, she married Roger 
Darrell Staggs, son of Clarence Darrell and Vernice 
Lee Staggs of Lubbock. They have two children, 
Brent Darrell Staggs, born August 22, 1971, and 
Renee Elizabeth Staggs, born May 31, 1976. 

Carol Ann attended Belaire Elementary in San 
Angelo. She left San Angelo with her parents to live 
in Lubbock when she was eleven. Although she was 
young when she left, she remembers fondly her 
school and friends, the family picnics at the lake and 
especially the trips to Christoval and playing on the 
swinging bridge across the river. 

After graduation from Coronada High in Lubbock, 
she enrolled in the Lubbock Vocational School of 
Nursing and graduated August 28, 1970. She 
presently works at Lubbock’s Methodist Hospital in 
surgery. 

Her husband, Roger, is Purchasing Agent at 
Hestor’s Office Center in Lubbock. 

by Anna Louise Taylor- Walker 


WALKER - TAYLOR 


Anna Louise Taylor, fifth child of Dr. and Mrs. 
Young Pinkney Taylor, was born August 1, 1929, in 
Houston. On May 25, 1947, she married James Louis 
Walker, born February 21, 1926, in San Angelo, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Edgar Walker of San Angelo. 
They had two children, Johnny Louis, born August 
7, 1948, in San Angelo, and Carol Ann, born July 
20, 1950, also in San Angelo. 
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James Louis Walker and Anna Louise Taylor Walker 
May 1986, Corpus Christi, Texas 


Both Anna Louise and James Louis attended 
schools in San Angelo. James Louis joined the Navy 
in 1943 at the age of 17. He attended Central College 
in Fayette, Missouri, with the Navy V-12 program. 
He served over much of the Pacific during World 
War II. After the war, he attended Texas Tech at 
Lubbock. 

After they were married, James Louis worked at 
Walker’s Food Store, on West Washington Drive, 
with his Dad for several years. 

In August of 1961, James Louis joined General 
Telephone Directory Company, and the Walkers 
moved to Lubbock, where they lived for 13 years. 
James was promoted to District Telephone Sales 
Manager and was transferred to Bloomington, 
Illinois. Anna Louise became a real estate broker. 
After 12 years in Bloomington, James retired from 
the company and he and Anna Louise came back to 
Texas. James and their son Johnny own an insurance 
agency in Corpus Christi. 

The Walkers are grandparents of Johnny Louis 
Walker, Jr., born February 10, 1969; Janice Lynn 
Walker, born June 18, 1971, children of Johnny Louis 
Walker; Brent Staggs, born August 22, 1971; Renee 
Elizabeth Staggs, born May 31, 1976, children of 
Carol Ann Walker Staggs and Roger Darrell Staggs. 
And a step-granddaughter, Jennifer Lynn Potter, 
born December 19, 1978, daughter of Sherry Walker. 

San Angelo was a great place to live; however, 
our “great mobile society’’ removed so many of us 
from that area. As the old saying goes — “Once you 
have tasted the water from the Concho, you will 
always come back for more.” 

by Anna Louise Taylor Walker 


WALKER - WILLIAMS - 
POTTER 


Johnny Louis Walker, was born August 7, 1948, 
in San Angelo. From his marriage to Juanita Brown 
he had two children, Johnny Louis Walker, Jr., born 
February 10, 1969, and Janice Lynn Walker, born 
June 18, 1971. He has one stepdaughter, Jennifer 
Lynn Potter, born December 19, 1978. 

Johnny Louis attended Glenmore and Belaire 
elementary schools in San Angelo. He moved with 
his parents to Lubbock when he was 13 years old 
but returned for many visits with his grandparents, 
Louis and Maymie Walker and Janie Margaret 
Taylor. He remembers San Angelo best for the fun 
times he had with his cousins, Jimmy Dale Ware, 
Charlene Ann Ware, and Gary Douglas Ware, 
children of Garland and Jenny Kathryn Taylor Ware, 
along the Concho River, and the family barbecues 
at the lake. 
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Lto R: Johnny Louis Walker, Sherry Walker, Jennifer 
Lynn Potter. 1986, Corpus Christi, Texas 


sa 
Johnny Louis Walker, Jr., and Janice Lynn Walker - 
1983 


After finishing school, he worked at various jobs 
but eventually decided on insurance as a career. He 
moved to Amarillo, in 1981 and opened his own 
insurance agency. In April of 1986, he moved to 
Corpus Christi, where he is in the insurance business 
with his Dad. 

On March 20, 1987, he married Sherry Williams 
Potter, daughter of Durwood J. Williams of Pampa, 
and Voneta Williams of Corpus Christi. Sherry was 
secretary at Walker’s Insurance Agency in Amarillo 
for three years. She is now a homemaker in Corpus 
Christi. 

by Anna Louise Taylor Walker 


WALKER, LOUIS EDGAR 


Louis Edgar Walker was born October 23, 1895, 
near Memphis, to James Lyman Walker and Stella 
Imogene Roberts Walker. By age 14, Louis had a 
full-time job driving a freight wagon alone from 
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Louis Edgar Walker and wife, Maymie Shearer 
Walker 


Roswell, New Mexico, to Tahoka, Texas, hauling 
4,000 to 5,000 pounds of merchandise at $1 per 
hundred. There was little carefree childhood time 
for Louis and his seven siblings. June 17, 1917, he 
married Maymie Lou Shearer, daughter of Mary 
Jane Gross Shearer and Markus Isom Shearer, from 
Kosciusko, Mississippi. Both families homesteaded 
neighboring New Mexico land. (Maymie was born 
September 8, 1892). 

Their first child, Mary Pauline Walker, was born 
April 1, 1918, near Sulphur Springs, Oklahoma. Four 
months later, a troop train took Louis to Camp 
Fremont, California, for World War I basic training, 
then to Camp Mills, New York, ready to sail for 
France. Meanwhile, Maymie and baby Mary Pauline 
almost died of influenza. While Louis’s Company C 
awaited daybreak aboard ship, news came of 
Armistice; the men were given shore leave and later 
mustered out to return home. In 1921, the little 
family moved to San Angelo, where Louis and 
Maymie lived the rest of their lives. 

Baby Stella Juanita, born May 16, 1920, lived only 
until 1923. A son, James Louis, born February 21, 
1926, completed the family. 

In 1922, Louis bought a truck, eventually owning 
12 or 15 trucks, with which his drivers hauled away 
all the trash for the little city of San Angelo. Later, 
the city bought out his business. He then served as 
City Inspector, inspecting restaurants, grocery 
stores, and packing plants, with his office in the 
beautiful new City Hall building. December 12, 
1932, Louis bought a grocery store on Spaulding 
Street, later building and moving to 310 West 
Washington Drive. He and Maymie plus a butcher 
ran it until James Louis was old enough to come 
into the business. When Louis finally retired, June 
10, 1961, his grocery merchandising career span- 
ned almost 29 years, with only one San Angelo 
grocer in business longer. 

With sandpiles, wading pools, swing sets, books, 
and toys galore, Maymie Lou Walker was the ideal 
grandmother and great-grandmother. She took her 
grandchildren to Park Heights Baptist Sunday 
School, to picnics in the park, circuses, fishing, and 
movies. Grandad and Mamaw’s store with its candy 
case and huge glass cookie jars was also enticing, 
and never forbidden. 

After Maymie Shearer Walker died March 16, 
1966, Louis lived in his 301 West Avenue C home 
for ten long years — fishing on pretty days, visiting 
his children, until an inoperable lung malignancy 
claimed his life November 17, 1977. He, Maymie, 
and little Stella Juanita are buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery, San Angelo. 

by Mary P. Walker Underwood 


WALRAVEN, CHARLEY 


Charley Walraven and Babydoll - 1945 


Charley Walraven’s branch of the Walraven 
family began in 1912. He was working on the 
Broome, Farr, and Lee Ranch in Sterling County at 
the time of his marriage to Ethel Belle Johnson on 
September 15, 1912. Their ceremony took place at 
10 p.m. ina buggy at Carlsbad, in Tom Green County, 
because Charley had apparently been late for the 
ceremony. 

Watching a clock had never been one of Charley’s 
overriding concerns, and he was often known to be 
late because he had worked until dark and stopped 
to greet everyone he knew. Despite Ethel’s pleas to 
eat, the five children would sometimes fall asleep at 
the supper table while waiting for Charley to come 
home from his day’s work as a cowboy. When 
anyone said “in a minute,” the family joke was to 
ask whether it was one of “Daddy’s minutes or one 
of Mama’s minutes.” 

Charley died April 9, 1946, and Ethel died January 
7, 1955. Both are buried in Fairmount Cemetery in 
San Angelo. 

Two sons and three daughters were born to 
Charley and Ethel Walraven, most of them born on 
the ranches where the family lived at the time. The 
oldest, Lou Ellen, was born on the Broome, Farr, 
and Lee Ranch in Sterling County on August 10, 
1913. 

The family moved to a farm near the Grape Creek 
Community in 1914, and Nina Hill Walraven was 
born there April 22, 1915. In 1918, the family moved 
to the sprawling March Ranch that covered northern 
Tom Green County and part of Coke County; Charley 
was foreman of the ranch for several years. James 
Benjamin Walraven was born January 12, 1919, at 
the March’s T.F. ranch operation in Coke County. 

The second son, Charley Roy Walraven, was born 
April 1, 1921, in San Angelo. Mary Ethel Walraven, 
the youngest, was born February 20, 1925, at the 
March’s T.F. ranch operation. 

In 1938, during the Depression, the family moved 
to San Angelo, and their home at 15 East 20th Street 
became the clan gathering place whenever relatives 
visited town. Also, their home was open to the many 
friends who considered this to be headquarters when 
they came to “town.” Charley continued to do day 
work for the area ranchers until his death. 

by Edward L. Walraven 


DESCENDANTS OF 
CHARLEY WALRAVEN 


Lou Ellen Walraven was married June 17, 1933, 
to Reed J. Cobb in San Angelo. He worked for Coca 
Cola Bottling Company. They had one son, Joe Reed 
Cobb, who lives in Atlanta, Georgia. There were 
three grandchildren. 

Nina Hill Walraven was married October 10, 1931, 
to longtime area cowboy Gideon Plez Ainsworth at 
Water Valley where the couple ran a store and 
service station for many years. Gid Ainsworth died 
February 6, 1970. They had one son, Charles 
Leonard “Len’’ Ainsworth, who now lives in 
Lubbock, and a daughter, Nina Rose Ainsworth, who 
died in 1963 at the age of 24 years. Both Len and 
Nina Rose were married and there are four 
grandchildren. Nina Ainsworth married James N. 
“Bud” Morton on June 20, 1971, in San Angelo. 

James Benjamin “Jimmy” Walraven was married 
to Eva Constance Woodall on November 11, 1945, 
in San Angelo. They had known each other since 
they were toddlers. A native of Mineola, Eva Woodall 
was raised in Arkansas, but met Jimmy again in 1939 
on a trip to San Angelo. During World War II, with 
Jimmy overseas in the army and Eva working at a 
defense plant in Memphis, Tennessee, the couple 
decided to marry when the war was over. 

They lived and worked on the Leasel Harris 
ranch, southwest of Water Valley, in the early years 
of their marriage. They eventually moved into Water 
Valley where Jimmy was a longtime oilfield 
employee and later worked for the Angelo Mental 
Health — Mental Retardation Center at Carlsbad. Eva 
worked part time at the Water Valley post office and 
the George Neill grocery store in the early 1950’s 
and again in the 1960’s. She later entered nursing 
school and became an LVN in 1971. 

Jimmy and Eva had one son, Edward Lee 
Walraven, born October 4, 1948, in San Angelo. 
Edward married Mary Elizabeth Pirtle in her 
hometown of Throckmorton, on January 6, 1973. 
There are four grandchildren, the only descendants 
of Charley Walraven to carry on the family name: 
Benjamin Candler Walraven (now deceased), Joseph 
Alan Walraven, Wesley Edward Walraven, and 
William Sean Walraven. All reside in Bryan, where 
Edward is employed at Texas A&M University and 
Mary is a self-employed birth education professional. 

Charley Walraven’s other son, Charley Roy 
Walraven, was married to Norma Lee Stover of 
Iraan on January 14, 1946, in San Angelo. For a 
number of years, Roy Walraven was an oilfield 
employee who lived in Forsan. They had two 
daughters, Sherry Walraven and Kay Ann Walraven. 
Both daughters married and there are four 
grandchildren. Roy Walraven died July 6, 1965, in 
Forsan and is buried in Trinity Memorial Park in 
Big Spring. 

Mary Ethel Walraven was married February 20, 
1945 (on her birthday) to Fred A. Wright in San 
Angelo, where he was employed for a number of 
years in ranching and livestock. They lived on aranch 
near Grape Creek during the late 1940’s and the early 
1960’s. They had two sons who still reside in San 
Angelo: Frederick Abraham “Ricky” Wright, Jr., and 
Charles Elmer Wright. Both sons married and there 
are four grandchildren. Mary was married to George 
W. “Bubba” Gayle on April 9, 1983, in San Angelo, 
where she still resides. 

by Edward L. Walraven 


WALRAVEN, JAMES J. 


The history of the Walraven family in Tom Green, 
Coke and Sterling counties begins with the arrival 
in 1891 of the James J. Walraven family, which 
moved by wagon train from near Cleburne to Sterling 
City. That trip took seven wagons 14 days. 
Accompanying the Walravens were the Chapman 
and Drennan families. 

James J. Walraven, born August 29, 1845, in 
Georgia, moved to Cleburne, where he married 
Lucinda D. Harris on December 4, 1873. The couple 
had five sons and three daughters, the youngest of 
whom, Jimmie Lou, was the first member of the 
family to be born in West Texas. 

James J. Walraven died January 20, 1926, at the 
age of 81 years. Lucinda D. Harris died August 19, 
1915, at the age of 64 years. Both are buried in the 
Foster Cemetery near Sterling City. 

Charley Walraven was born August 8, 1881, the 
third of the sons, all born in Johnson County. Other 
sisters besides Jimmie Lou included Julia Elizabeth 
Walraven and Margaret Hill Walraven. Other 
brothers were William David, Shadrach Turner, 
Walter Harris, and John Walraven. 

Descendants of three of the sons, “Shade,” 
Charley, and John Walraven still reside in Tom Green 
or surrounding counties. Four of James J.’s grand- 
children are Lola Marie Walraven (Mrs. Alvin) 
Arhelger of Mertzon, James B. Walraven, Nina 
Walraven Ainsworth (Mrs. James) Morton, and Mary 
Walraven Wright (Gayle) of San Angelo. A number 
of James J.’s great-grandchildren also live in and 
around San Angelo. 

by Edward L. Walraven 


WANORECK, JODIE 


Jodie Wanoreck 


Jodie Wanoreck was born to John and Alma 
Spieker Wanoreck in San Angelo, June 23, 1933. He 
married Jonann Parks, born January 11, 1937, in Ajo 
Arizona, to George and Madina Parks. They have 
three children, Tim, Calvin, and Susan. Calvin 
married Yvonne Schuder in 1981 and their son, Cody 
Ryan, was born May 3, 1986. 

Jodie lived with his parents and sister, Jewel, in 
the Arden community, working for area ranchers. 
The family lived a couple of years in San Angelo 
with Jodie attending San Angelo Central High 
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Jonann, standing, and Tim, Susan and Calvin 
Wanoreck 
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School. He quit school, going out on his own to do 
ranch work in Irion County. Later he went off to the 
oil fields as a rig hand. He was then drafted into the 
Army toward the close of the Korean conflict. After 
serving his time, he returned home to the oil fields 
and to marriage in Mertzon, 1956. He resided in San 
Antonio during 1957 and returned to San Angelo in 
1958 to manage a service station with his brother- 
in-law, Billy Hollis, as partner. From 1970 to 1980, 
he managed a barbecue business with his mother and 
family helping. 

The years spent helping coach boys’ baseball 
during the 1960’s were highlighted by their team 
winning the state championship. 

Jodie, now being semi-retired, is doing ranching 
and trapping part time, and fishing with a good friend. 

Jonann moved to Mertzon from the family farm 
in Deming, New Mexico, late in 1947. She attended 
school at Mertzon, graduating in 1955. Having 
graduated as a member of the 1986 class of 
vocational nurses at Howard College in San Angelo, 
she is now a private duty nurse. 

Both Jodie and Jonann are enjoying the role of 
grandparenting. 

by Jodie Wanoreck 


WARING - MOLLOY 


Samuel Cofield Waring was born to English 
parents in the northern part of Ireland. As a young 
man he studied to be an Epsicopal minister, but 
decided not to be one. At age 22, Sam, his brother 
Lucas, and their cousin boarded a boat for America. 
His brother died en route and was buried at sea. Sam 
landed in America. He and his cousin opened a post 
office and a blacksmith shop and owned land, near 
San Antonio. The town of Waring, was named for 
them. Later he moved to Menard, married Sarah 
Molloy, the daughter of Texas ranchers, and bought 
a ranch near Eden. 

Sarah Elizabeth Molloy Waring was born in 
Kansas. When she was three, the family moved to a 
ranch near Eden, in Concho County. Her parents, 
Charles (Charlie) Molloy and Margaret Murry 
Molloy, had these children: Sarah Elizabeth and Will, 
born in Kansas; Dan, Nell, Leo, Charlie, Johnny, 
Ford, Anna, Mary Ernestine, and Kate, born near 
Eden in Concho County. 

Sam and Sarah had the following children; Harriet 
Waring Tullis, Arthur, Fred, Marian Waring 
Blackburn, Samuel Cofield, Jr., Elizabeth (Bess) 
Waring Callan, Margaret Waring Russell, and Harold 
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(Doc). Most of the boys earned a living being 
cowboys. 

Sam was about 23 when he married Sarah. They 
raised Hereford cattle, Thoroughbred horses, and 
Rambouillet sheep. He had the largest flock of sheep 
in Concho County for years. 

Art and Fred Waring were young men in their first 
or second year at the University of Dallas when 
World War I broke out. Art and Fred were too young 
to enlist, but many of the ranch hands left to go fight. 
So Art and Fred dropped out of school and returned 
to the ranch to work. 

Marian Waring boarded at Our Lady of Victory 
convent and school in Fort Worth for two years. Then 
her mother, Sarah Molloy Waring, moved to Fort 
Worth, and Sam, Bess, Harold, and Marge all 
attended O.L.V. 

Sarah Waring moved to San Angelo after her 
husbands death. Most of her children retired in San 
Angelo after ranching careers. 

by Angela R. Case 


WARING, RICHARD S. 
and MILDRED 


Richard Solomon Waring was born in Plainfield, 
New Jersey, October 10, 1879, one of ten children 
of Orville Taylor Waring and Hester Griffith Waring. 

His father had been a partner in Waring-King, a 
small Philadelphia oil company purchased by John 
D. Rockefeller in 1876 to acquire its patented oil 
cracking processes. The elder Waring was a senior 
officer of Standard Oil of New York, later becoming 
a member of the board of directors of Standard Oil 
Company prior to its break-up in 1911 by anti-trust 
legislation. Richard attended Worcester Academy in 
Massachusetts. 

In 1898 he came to West Texas and worked on 
the Lee ranch with John and Phil Lee and on the 
M.B. Pulliam ranch for $1 a day and board. With 
Dave French he leased 10,000 acres in Young 
County, raising horses and pasturing cattle. In 1906 
he went to California to work for a year on timber 
lands owned by his father and William Rockefeller. 

Returning to West Texas, he bought seven 
Thoroughbred horses from John R. Nasworthy and 
his sons, Dick and Mark, paying $250.00. After 
training them as polo ponies, he shipped them to 
Long Island where they brought $750 from English 
players. 

On January 10, 1910, R.S. Waring and Mildred 
Wildey were married in Morristown, New Jersey. 
She was one of ten children of Charles F. Wildey, 
owner of the Herald Square Hotel, corner of 
Broadway and 33rd Street, and other New York 
hotels. A skilled horsewoman, she rode hunters and 
jumpers sidesaddle. The Wildey sisters played 
championship tennis in northern New Jersey, playing 
on one occasion with Bill Tilden. Dick and Mildred 
Waring returned to San Angelo where he bought and 
trained horses. Their son Orville Taylor was the first 
child born at St. John’s Hospital. Charles Wildey 
Waring was born in 121 East College, and Mildred 
at 703 South David. 

At the outbreak of war R.S. Waring was commis- 
sioned a second lieutenant charged with purchasing 
cavalry horses and mules, going overseas with the 
First Cavalry division. He was assigned to General 
Pershing’s staff as Chief Remount Officer, First 
Army, American Expeditionary Forces. In 1919 he 
was ordered to Coblenz, Germany, as Chief Remount 
Officer, Third Army, with the American Army of 


Occupation as officer in-charge of the liquidation 
board which sold more than 90,000 horses and mules 
to German citizens. 

Upon his discharge he returned to Texas and in 
1921 purchased from Caleb Barron the Lipan Springs 
Ranch. The springs had been a camp site of Lipan 
Indians and a stage stop on the old Fort McKavett 
road. R.F. Tankersley, G.W. DeLong, John Sheen, 
John R. Jefferson and M.H. Erskine had succes- 
sively ranched here. The place was sold to Seaton 
Keith in the 1880’s. Col. Ranald S. Mackenzie, Fort 
Concho commander, had enjoyed hunting here as a 
guest of the DeLongs. The Warings enlarged the 
stage-stop house and built a two-story rock house in 
1923. 

Waring became a civilian member of the 
purchasing board for the remount service in this 
district, acquiring many good horses for both himself 
and the army during this period. Horsemen from 
across the country came to visit. The Warings enter- 
tained often with the help of Mrs. Octavia Alexander, 
a long time employee. Thoroughbred horses, mostly 
polo ponies, were bred here and trained on the ranch 
polo field. Waring also raised registered Herefords. 
Horses were shipped east to Long Island and 
Rumson, New Jersey, west to Colorado Springs to 
play at the Broadmoor; to California to play at 
Riverside and Will Rogers’ ranch at Malibu; and 
south to Mexico City. Charles W. Waring, a six-goal 
player, ranched with his father and helped the sale 
of horses by playing polo at all these places. 

Col. Waring was an internationally known horse- 
show judge as well as a director of the Thoroughbred 
Breeders Association of the United States and of 
Texas. Mildred Waring was a Republican State 
committee-woman during the Roosevelt years. Both 
Dick and Mildred Waring died in 1968. 

Orville T. Waring married Dorothea Latham and 
lives in Madison, Conn. Charles W. Waring married 
Katharine Tweedy; he died in 1964. Mildred Waring 
Love died in 1984. Grandchildren are Eva Waring 
Horton of San Angelo, Lynn Patterson, Leslie Flynn 
and Tina McGetrick of Connecticut; Charles Waring, 
Joseph T. Waring, Hal B. Armstrong and Ted 
Armstrong of Austin; Richard S. Waring of Houston; 
Mildred Love Platt of San Diego. There are 21 great- 
grandchildren. 

by Richard S. Waring II 


WEATHERFORD, B.R. 


B.R. and Ruth Weatherford, longtime residents of 
Veribest, farmed and ranched in Tom Green County 
on property once owned by Isaac Mullins, early 
pioneer. B.R., son of Beauford Reams and Effie 
Dyess Weatherford, was born August 14, 1929 in 
San Angelo. He resided near Veribest all his life until 
moving to San Angelo in 1984. He attended schools 
at Veribest, graduated from Eola High School and 
Angelo State University. He died at age 56 after a 
nine-year bout with lymphoma cancer. 

B.R. often recalled getting together with child- 
hood friends for an afternoon of horseback riding 
and in the summers enjoyed swimming in the Concho 
River at Mullins Crossing. B.R. began farming at 
age 18 while attending college. He would attend 
classes in the morning and plow, plant or do what- 
ever was necessary in the afternoon and night. By 
hard work and good business practices, he began to 
acquire land. At his death, he had expanded to four 
counties and was widely known and respected for 
innovative farming techniques. He also owned 


Veribest Ag Supplies, Inc., Veribest Cattle Feeders, 
Inc., (with several partners) which in turn own San 
Angelo Elevator and Southwestern Stockman’s 
Supply. 

In 1950 B.R. married Ruth Schoenfield, (born 
September 11, 1929 in Rowena) daughter of 
Clarence and Millie Schoenfield. Ruth, a graduate 
of the University of North Texas in Denton, where 
she was Campus Favorite, is a musician. She soloed 
with the Houston Symphony after winning a state- 
wide vocal contest. She also did radio, television, 
and stage work and was in the production company 
of the Summer Musicals in Dallas. Today she enjoys 
playing the piano, singing in the church choir, and 
composing music and lyrics. She is also an avid 
quilter. She organized the Veribest Quilters in 1974, 
was instrumental in organizing the Concho Valley 
Quilters Guild, and in 1987, organized the Vista 
Piecemakers in her local church, Sierra Vista United 
Methodist. 

B.R. was recognized as a distinguished resident 
of the State of Texas being selected to “Who’s Who 
in Texas.” At his death he was also a director of 
Texas Commerce Bank and West Texas Boys Ranch. 
He was very civic-minded and served on school, 
church and irrigation district boards. 

B.R.’s hobby was playing dominoes. On rainy 
days, he could be found at the Veribest Gin playing 
the game with his lifelong friends. These close 
friends were avid sports fans and often went to see 
the Dallas Cowboy games, World Series games and 
Indianapolis Car Races. 

B.R. and Ruth had three children. Russell Lynn, 
(born November 2, 1952) married Deborah Jenkins; 
Michael Ted, (born May 16, 1954) married Debbie 
Linthicum; Cynthia Jane born January 7, 1963. 
They are all involved in the farms, ranches and 
businesses that B.R. and Ruth founded. There are 
three grandchildren. 

by Ruth Weatherford 


WEATHERFORD, BEAUFORD 


Effie Dyess and Beauford Weatherford, both from 
early pioneer families, farmed in the Veribest area. 
Beauford, born in East Texas in 1896, moved from 
Manor, to the Veribest area with his mother and eight 
brothers and sisters in 1902. His mother Lucy Jane 
Thurman Weatherford, recently widowed, brought 
the family to Miles by train. She purchased a farm 
and started the children to school at Mullins (now 
Veribest). During the 1917-18 drought the whole 
family (some of the older ones now married) trekked 
to Somerton, Arizona (near Yuma) in three covered 
wagons to pick cotton and try to eke out a living. It 
was during this period that Beauford returned to 
Texas in 1919 to marry Effie Dyess. They returned 
to Arizona and worked at various jobs before 
returning to Texas in 1922. They farmed in the 
Veribest area until Beauford’s death in 1939 of a brain 
tumor. 

Effie, daughter of John and Lizzie Jane Barksdale 
Dyess was born November 6, 1896 in Moody. They 
moved to the Veribest area in 1907 because the dry 
climate was supposed to help Lizzie Jane’s 
tuberculosis. However she died in 1911 and Effie, 
age 14, dropped out of school to become homemaker 
for her father and four younger brothers and sisters. 
She learned to sew and became an excellent seam- 
stress. After Beauford’s death, Effie’s brother J.T. 
Dyess I, moved in with Effie and son B.R. and 
helped carry on the farming and sheep operation. 


Effie and Beauford had one son, B.R., born 
August 14, 1929, who married Ruth Schoenfield of 
Miles on August 5, 1950. 

During Effie and Beauford’s courtship, a typical 
date was a Sunday afternoon drive in a buggy with 
Effie’s cousin Jeanie S. Johnson and current 
girlfriend. They would take pictures of the outing 
with the new-fangled Kodak. The Fourth of July 
picnic for all area people at the Concho River was 
an annual outing enjoyed by everyone. Effie died in 
1957 after a seven year bout with leukemia. 

by Ruth Weatherford 


WEBB, JOHN A. and 
MARY (STEPHENS) 
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John and Mary Stephens Webb 

John Austin Webb was born November 25, 1857, 
in Burnett County. He was the fifth of nine children 
born to E.L. and Elizabeth Webb. John married Mary 
Elizabeth Stephens December 24, 1880. Mary was 
born in Marlin, Falls County, November 12, 1866. 
John and Mary moved to San Angelo when he retired 
in 1935. John died March 10, 1938, and was buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery. Mary moved to Cottonwood 
after John died, to a farm belonging to her son 
George. Mary died March 9, 1954 and was buried at 
Fairmount Cemetery next to John. 

John and Mary produced eleven children. 1) Isom 
J. was born in 1884, died in 1887, Mills County. 2) 
Tom Mariam born 1887 in Mills County, married 
L.L. “Lovie’’ Guthrie in Brownwood in 1909. 3) 
Mittie Lee, born 1889, died 1981, married Frank 
Crawford in Gatesville in 1913. 4) Sally A. Elizabeth, 
born 1891 in Coryell, married Tom Loflin and then 
— Dalton. 5) Elgin Luther “Tuck’’ born 1894 in 
Hamilton County, married Lara Kidd in 1925 in 
Robert Lee. 6) Claude, born 1896, in Cole County, 
married Ada Mae Lykins in 1919 in Coleman. 
7) Clara Retta, born 1899 in Hamilton County, 
married John Pendly in 1924. 8) George Washington, 
born 1901, in Hamilton County, married Birdie 
Sterling in 1954 in Sterling. 9) Mary Allie “Melissa”’ 
born 1904 in Lamkin, married Paul Coggins in San 
Angelo in 1924. 10) Richard Austin Cortney “Bud” 
born 1907 in Gustine, married in 1925 to Thelma 
Kidd in Robert Lee. 11) Mattie Irene born 1910 in 
Comanche, married Winton V. Roth in 1930. She 
died in 1932. 

by Cathy Lowry 


WEBSTER, CLAYTON E. 


Clayton Edgar Webster developed a new way of 
marketing livestock in West Texas with the auction 
method. He and his partners, H.E. McCulloch and 
Oscar Wyatt, held the first livestock auction in San 
Angelo at the old West Texas Stockyards pens located 


Clayton E. Webster 


near the oil mill. The firm, the San Angelo Livestock 
Auction Company, was the first to set a separate day 
for the sale of sheep — not by choice, but to stop a 
recurrence of the early-day conflict between sheep 
men and cattlemen when too many of each animal 
were consigned to the one-day-a-week sale. 

Clayton, born February 9, 1915, in Lincoln 
County, Kansas, moved to San Angelo in August, 
1938, with his wife, Twila, and their four-year-old 
daughter, Marilynn. He was associated with his 
father, E.D. Webster, who died in 1970, and his late 
brother, James B. Webster, in the livestock firm of 
Webster & Sons. Webster & Sons have operated 
ranches in Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas for fifty 
years, maintaining several thousand steers for 
summer grazing on blue-stem pastures, with the 
cattle eventually winding up in feed lots. Webster & 
Sons has been of the old “a man’s word is his bond” 
school and is still operating with Clayton and his 
son, Eddie. 

For twelve years, Webster actively supported the 
San Angelo Livestock Show and Rodeo, helping as 
cattle superintendent and director. 

Children are Lynn Webster Averyt of Houston, 
who married Milton Dee Averyt, son of Mutt and 
Gertrude Averyt; James Scott Webster of 
Georgetown, who married Elizabeth Ann Miller 
daughter of Frances and Jimmy Miller; and Clayton 
Webster, Jr. (Eddie) of San Angelo, who married 
Margaret Ann Bonner, daughter of John and Mary 
Bonner. 

Grandchildren of Clayton and Twila are Webster 
Averyt, San Marcos; Becky Averyt Hendricks, New 
Braunfels; Libby Averyt, Corpus Christi; Kim 
Webster Boettcher, Greenville; Jamie Webster, 
Grandforks, N.D.; Grant Webster, Georgetown; Amie 
and Shawna Webster of San Angelo; and Chad and 
J.J. Breeding of San Angelo. One great-grandaughter, 
DeLynn Victoria Hendricks, lives in New Braunfels. 

Mr. and Mrs. Webster have traveled over the 
world, having visited all fifty states, as well as many 
foreign countries. They are members of the First 
United Methodist Church of San Angelo. Twila and 
Clayton have been active in golf at the San Angelo 
Country Club and over West Texas. They are charter 
members of Rio Concho Patio Homes, where they 
reside, and are proud to be San Angeloans. 

by Twila Webster 
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WEDDELL, GEORGE JAMES 


George James Weddell - 1905 


Affectionately nicknamed “The Scotchman” by 
his Water Valley friends, George James Weddell, a 
rancher, and the eldest son of James Weddell and 
Sadie Jones Weddell, was born October 11, 1899 in 
San Angelo. While living on the ranch as young 
boys, George and his younger brother, William 
Currie Jones Weddell (Dub) born in 1902, recalled 
playing with buffalo skulls along Dry Creek and on 
the North Concho River. They would gather mussel 
shells on the river and look for the Concho pearls. 
Their father, James, took a “Bull Durham” sack of 
pearls back to Scotland for his family. 

Mrs. Jack Richardson came as governess for 
George when he was six years old. His second 
teacher was Ella Mae Scott and the school room was 
the old original “dug out’’ built in 1882, and located 
beneath the house which was the ranch headquarters. 
His grandson, Barney Sisco, lives in this same home 
with the dug-out still intact. 

In order to send the children to school, the family 
moved to San Angelo in 1908. They lived at 615 
Parsons St. and George attended Ft. Concho School. 
In March 1908 the identical twin girls were born, 
Minnie (Haby) and Margaret (Hicks). 

George attended public school, and Professor 
Moore’s private school along with other young 
boys of San Angelo. He then went to Arlington 
Military Institute in Arlington, Texas. George joined 
the United States Marine Corps on May 9, 1918 
where he served during World War I with the 
43rd Company F, 5th Regiment until August 13, 
1919. He was with the 2nd Division American 
Expeditionary Force in France and, along with the 
good conduct medal, received a citation from the 
country of France. Joining the 4th French Army, they 
took part in the Meuse-Argonne offensive in 
Champagne, France on October 3, 1918, attacking 
German positions at St-Etienne-d-Arnes, advancing 
6 kilometers, and taking thousands of prisoners, 
cannons, machine guns, and important war materials. 
The operations resulted in the German evacuation 
from Notre-Dame-des-Champ. He fought in three 
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battles and participated in the march of the Allied 
Armies toward the Rhine River, following the 
evacuation of the German Army. He served in the 
Army of Occupation from December 12, 1918 until 
July 18, 1919 — inclusive. 

Returning from the war, he went into the ranching 
business, and moved to the Gallagher House, 10 
miles southwest of Water Valley. Then in 1921 and 
1922 at the Weddell Ranch in Reagan County, at 
Stiles, he built the first net wire fence in the Stiles 
area. His brother “Dub” and Billy Boyd, a young 
boy on the neighboring ranch, assisted him. 

On September 1, 1923, George married Ruth Irene 
Baker of Dallas, the daughter of Minnie Irene Perry 
and Dr. Fred Rufus Baker. They had met at a dance 
in San Angelo while she was visiting friends. Irene 
was born in Lansing, Michigan, on January 9, 1900. 
She attended Buford-Reed Business College and was 
a secretary for the manager of F.A. Hardy and 
Company (now American Optical Company) in 
Dallas prior to her marriage to George. 

Irene and George had two daughters, Sadie and 
Alice. Sadie Weddell was born in San Angelo on 
December 5, 1924. She married L.W. Puckitt on 
March 16, 1944. Alice Irene Weddell was born in 
San Angelo on May 31, 1927. She married George 
Barham Sisco, Sr. on January 27, 1945. 

In 1932, to be only five miles from Water Valley 
School, the family moved to the old original 
headquarters on the North Concho River. George and 
Irene lived here all their 48 years of marriage. 

George was active in community affairs, serving 
on the Water Valley Independent School Board for 
22 years. He was on the board that built the first 
gymnasium in 1935 with W.P.A. labor, which is now 
being used as the Junior High gym. Like his father 
James, who was a Mason in 1870, George became a 
32nd degree Mason. He belonged to the Dallas 
Consistory, a member of the Blue Lodge York Rite 
Chapter #170, Council #110 and commandery. 
Transferring his membership from Hella Temple, 
Dallas, he became a charter member of Suez Temple, 
San Angelo. George was a long-time member of the 


George James Weddell and Irene Weddell, January 
27, 1945 


First Presbyterian Church in San Angelo, and later 
moved his membership to St. Mark Presbyterian 
Church where he was a member until his death in 
September, 1971. 

Irene is a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, 
Chapter #10. She is also an active member of the 
Pocahontas Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution where she served as chapter 
regent from 1941-1943, and Texas State Librarian 
from 1949-1952. She belongs to the John Brick 
Chapter of the Colonial Dames of the Seventeenth 
Century and the Daughters of the American 
Colonists, Abilene. Irene is a member of St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church in San Angelo. 

When Irene and George were first married, the 
livestock were fed with a flat bed wagon and a team 
of horses. At shearing time the meals would be taken 
from place to place wherever the shearing machine 
was set up. To control and rid themselves of coyotes 
in this area, they arose at 3:30 a.m. for the hunt. Irene 
cooked breakfast (which always included fresh 
homemade bread) for neighbors, including George 
Demere and other cowboys riding with them. The 
men saddled the horses, got the hound dogs, and gave 
chase. When they came to a fence, they laid it down, 
led their horses over the net, remounted, and 
continued the chase. The fences were not tightly 
stretched or built as well as today’s fences, and could 
easily be rehung. At nights the neighbors and friends 
played bridge and dominoes, and attended an 
occasional dance somewhere. Since the home was 
on the North Concho River, there were always 
picnics and fishing. 

by Alice Weddell Sisco 


WEDDELL, JAMES 


James Weddell. Taken late 1800’s (1889) in San 
Angelo, TX 


James Weddell was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
on July 23, 1854. He was the son of Martha Frances 
Little and James Weddell, who owned a large whole- 
sale bakery. 

On October 19, 1870, he became a Master Mason 
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, Kirk Newton and 
Rotho #85. He left Scotland at the age of twenty- 


eight and came to New York where he was joined 
by an uncle, who advised him to go west to a warmer 
climate. 

Traveling to Missouri, he was met by George 
Wilson, a family friend, and they journeyed to 
Colorado City, in March, 1882. James went on to 
Water Valley, where he homesteaded, later building 
a one-room dugout with a kitchen on top on the south 
side of the Concho River. 

He traveled by horseback to Christoval, to buy 
sheep from the W.C. Jones ranch. It was there he 
met Sadie Jones. Every two weeks he went to visit 
her and during one trip, he was nearly drowned in 
Pecan Crossing in a flood. 


Sadie Jones Weddell. Taken late 1800’s (1889) in 
San Angelo, TX 


Sadie Jones and James Weddell were married on 
September 11, 1889, in Christoval, on the W.C. Jones 
ranch. Driving to San Angelo in a Hynes buggy 
with a span of bay horses, the couple boarded the 
Santa Fe train for a six-week honeymoon trip to 
Chicago, Grand Rapids, St. Louis, and Kansas City. 

Upon their return, they made their home at the 
Water Valley ranch. At that time the post office was 
known as Yandell. James was road commissioner 
and erected milestones on the road between Sterling 
City and San Angelo. 

During the lambing season James lived in a sheep 
camp on a different part of the ranch in order to 
comply with homestead regulations. Because of a 
severe drought at Water Valley, he went to Reagan 
County and bought a ranch at Stiles, pasturing steers 
there. 

In 1908 the family moved to San Angelo, building 
a home at 615 Parsons Street. Along with J.L. 
Millspaugh, James put in San Angelo’s first ice 
house. 

James Weddell returned to Scotland only twice, 
once at the death of his father in 1892, and later upon 
the death of his mother. James died on February 14, 
1924. 

by Sadie W. Puckitt and Alice W. Sisco 


WEDDELL, JAMES BEST 


Born the first son to the late W.C. and Pearl 
Weddell on March 1, 1929, in St. John’s Hospital, 
San Angelo, James (Jimmie) was named for his 
Grandfather James Weddell. Jimmie grew up on Toe 
Nail Trail Ranch outside of Christoval. He attended 
Christoval Schools where he participated in football, 
basketball, track and tennis. He helped coach the 
junior high football team during his senior year of 
high school. Jack Pardee was one of the young 
players coached. Jimmie married Imogene Rampy 
in Eldorado, on June 29, 1948. Imogene was born 
May 29, 1930, in Plainview. Her family moved to 
Eldorado in 1931. She attended Eldorado Schools 
and graduated from Christoval High School. Jimmie 
and Imogene moved to a ranch on Toe Nail Trail 
after their marriage to ranch with Jimmie’s father. 
The ranch was stocked with cattle and registered 
Angora goats. Because of the bitter weed (a 
poisonous weed) there were never many sheep 
stocked. The young couple were happy living in the 
country although there was not any electricity and 
the telephone did not work half of the time. During 
the winter of 1949 there was so much snow and ice 
that Jimmie rode a horse to Christoval (15 miles) 
for help to start the pickup. The people were so 
surprised that he would leave his young wife alone 
—not knowing when he could return. Jimmie served 
in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1952-1954. 

Jimmie and Imogene have two sons; James Steven 
born February 26, 1953, in San Angelo. He married 
Janice Lane Turner on April 27, 1985, at Grape 
Greek Baptist Church. They have one son, Travis 
Leslie. The second son, Bob Scott, was born October 
18, 1955, in San Angelo. He married Belinda Jean 
Brewer on August 23, 1975, in the Weddell home. 
Scott and Belinda have one son, Joseph O’ Neil, and 
a daughter, Jeni Lu. Scott and Belinda live in the old 
Gallagher house on the Weddell ranch at Water 
Valley. 

Jimmie and Imogene have always enjoyed their 
children and other young people. Jimmie worked 
with the Boy Scouts and the 4-H Clubs. The family 
is affiliated with the Grape Creek Baptist Church. 
Jimmie has ranched and bought livestock in the Tom 
Green County area all of his life. He has been called 
“The Goat Man”’ because he has bought and sold so 
many Spanish goats. Jimmie has one brother George 
Pinson Weddell who ranches at Lometa. 

by Janice Turner Weddell 


WEDDELL, SADIE (JONES) 


Sadie Jones Weddell was born in Cambria, 
Wisconsin, on June 19, 1868, daughter of Margaret 
and William Currie Jones. Her family came to Texas 
in September 1878. They arrived at Ben Ficklin ina 
covered wagon. Sadie recalled that on their long 
journey to Texas they would stop once a week to 
make yeast bread and wash clothes. J.L. Millspaugh 
(married to Sarah Sanderson, a first cousin of Sadie 
Weddell) was post trader at Ft. Concho at that time. 
He got government tents for the family which they 
walled with straw to make a temporary home. They 
later moved to Christoval so the children could attend 
school in the DeLong community. 

In 1883, Sadie attended College at Georgetown 
University (now Southwestern) in Georgetown, and 
returned to Christoval to work for her father. She 
married James Weddell on September 11, 1889. She 
met him when he went to the W.C. Jones ranch to 
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Sadie Jones Weddell. Taken 1930's in San Angelo, 
TX 


inspect the second herd of sheep to be brought into 
this part of the state. Sadie had a side saddle and she 
and James would ride to occasional dances at the 
Head of the River Ranch. They were married at the 
W.C. Jones ranch, drove to San Angelo in a Hynes 
buggy with a span of bay horses, and caught the 
Santa Fe train to Chicago, Grand Rapids, St. Louis, 
and Kansas City for their six-week honeymoon. 

Upon their return, they moved to the Weddell 
Ranch at Water Valley. A colony of English and 
Scottish people had settled there. Mr. Weddell was a 
Scotsman and came to Tom Green County in 1882. 
They lived in a one-room dugout with a kitchen on 
top. 

Sadie and James had four children: George James 
Weddell was born October 11, 1899, and married 
Ruth Irene Baker; William Currie Jones Weddell was 
born October 5, 1902, and married Pearl Duplantis; 
twin girls, Minnie Elizabeth and Margaret Frances 
were born March 27, 1908. Minnie married Joe 
Trammel and later married Homer Haby. Margaret 
married Lindsey Hicks of Dryden. 

One of Sadie’s most frightening memories was 
that of a cattle stampede on the south part of the 
ranch in the spring of 1890 in which one man was 
killed. The drought of 1900 forced James to seek 
land on which to pasture his steers, so he purchased 
land in Reagan County at Stiles, Texas. 

In 1908, the family bought a home at 615 Parsons 
Street in San Angelo, where they lived until James’ 
death in 1924. In 1929 Sadie built a home at 804 
Preusser near her sisters, Mrs. Hector (Minnie) 
McKenzie and Mrs. John G. (Lizzie) Shepperson. 
She continued to operate ranches in Tom Green, 
Reagan, and Schleicher counties. 

Sadie Weddell’s life was centered around her 
family and her church. She was very active in the 
First Presbyterian Church and is remembered for her 
generosity both to her church and to the needy. 
During the Great Depression many people came to 
her back door as word spread that food was given 
there. She was also a long-time member of the Order 
of the Eastern Star, and held the oldest active ac- 
count in the First National Bank of San Angelo at 
the time of her death on August 29, 1954, at the age 
of eighty-six. 

by Alice Weddell Sisco and 
Sadie Weddell Puckitt 
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WEDDELL, WILLIAM 
CURRIE JONES 


William Currie Jones Weddell, 1920 - Sophomore 
Texas A&M 


William Currie Jones Weddell (called W.C., 
nicknamed Dubb) was born October 5, 1902 near 
Water Valley, in the original old ranch headquarters 
home built in 1882, with Doctor Bowden from 
Sterling City, attending physician. W.C. was the 
second son for James Weddell married to Sara 
Jane (Sadie) Jones. James Weddell migrated from 
Scotland and settled in Tom Green County near 
Water Valley, buying ranch land. The family 
remained on the ranch until 1908 when they moved 
to San Angelo and bought a house at 615 Parsons 
Street in order to send the children to school. The 
family joined the First Presbyterian Church. W.C. 
graduated from San Angelo High School in 1921 
having taken part in football, basketball, high jump, 
track and senior play. Attending the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of Texas, College Station, he 
majored in Animal Husbandry, and was in the 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, captain of the track 
team — setting a new track record at the Kansas City 
Relays, Kansas, his junior year, and graduated in 
1925. 

Pearl Irene Duplantis born January 21, 1906, 
Gueydan, Louisiana was attending the University of 
Texas, Austin, when her roommate, Day Baker (Mrs. 
Japhe Brewer), invited Pearl to the Baker home in 
San Angelo for a visit and she met W.C. Weddell. 
They were married in Houston in 1927. W.C. 
operated twenty-one sections of ranch land on the 
border of Tom Green County and Schleicher 
County, on Toe Nail Trail south of Christoval, Texas 
for twenty-seven years. The ranch was stocked with 
Hereford cattle, horses, sheep and Angora goats. In 
1936, after driving a herd of cattle to Christoval to 
be shipped out by train, they returned to find their 
ranch home burned to the ground. W.C. served on 
the Christoval School Board and as Boy Scout 
Master for many years. Also, W.C. was a Thirty- 
second Degree Mason and member of The Ancient 
Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
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After building a new home on ranch land W.C. 
owned near Water Valley, they moved there in 1948. 
The Rural Electric Association brought electricity 
to this area soon after they moved in, and they 
enjoyed for the first time having electricity in their 
home. 

Pearl Weddell died August 10, 1955, and W.C. 
Weddell died January 2, 1959. Their two surviving 
sons are James Best Weddell and George Pinson 
Weddell. James Best ranches near San Angelo, 
married Imogene Rampy, and they have two sons, 
James Steven Weddell and Bob Scott Weddell. 
George Pinson ranches in Lampasas County, near 
Ometa. He married Nancy Naomi Norman, and they 
have two daughters, Nancy Pearl Weddell Duncan 
and Georgina Jane Weddell. 

by Nancy Norman Weddell 


WEISHUHN, JESSE WILLIAM 
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Jesse and Katherine Weishuhn Family 
Front row L to R: Dewees, Jesse and Katherine 
Weishuhn. Back row Lto R: Presley, Olen and James 


Jesse was born to Ernest and Sophia Ordner 
Weishuhn, February 1, 1887, in Frelsburg, Colorado 
County. On February 11, 1919, at Mintz, Colorado 
County, Jesse married Katherine Barbara Braden, 
who was born to Jacob and Elizabeth Braden on May 
3, 1895. 

Jesse and Katherine lived in Frelsburg where their 
four children were born. They were James (married 
Jerline Reinders), Dewees (married John Poulson), 
Presley (married Ethel Droll) and Olen (married 
Merline Michalewicz). They have 16 grandchildren 
and 19 great-grandchildren. 

In September, 1941, Jesse and Katherine moved 
their family to the Wall Community, east of San 
Angelo. Their interest in farming and ranching 
encouraged them to bring their East Texas breed of 
cattle with them to the Wall area. They moved several 
times in the Wall area before buying land east of 
Wall on Treece Road. On this farm, they built their 
home and lived there until Jesse’s death May 18, 
1962. After Jesse’s death, Katherine moved to San 


Angelo where she lived until her death October 2, 
1975. 

Jesse and Katherine belonged to St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church and were members of St. Ambrose 
Society and St. Helen’s Altar Society. All of their 
children reside in Tom Green County. Two family 
members are deceased. Son-in-law John Poulson 
died December, 1972, and grandson Michael Dennis 
Weishuhn died May, 1952. 

by Ethel, Theresa, and JoAnn Weishuhn 


WEISHUHN, OLEN GARRETT 


Back row L to R: Clay, Doyle, Lisa, Karl, Darryl. 
Seated: Olen and Merline (Michalewicz) Weishuhn 


Olen Garrett Weishuhn was born near Mintz, 
November 28, 1931. His parents were Jesse 
Weishuhn and Katherine Braden. He attended school 
at Bachelor Hill in east Texas and after moving with 
his family to the Wall area, he graduated from Eola 
High School in 1949. 

November 17, 1954, Olen married Merline 
Michalewicz, daughter of Andrew and Louise 
Michalewicz, in St. Boniface Church in Olfen. 
Merline, born October 22, 1935, attended Olfen and 
Ballinger schools. 

Olen and Merline have one daughter and four 
sons, all graduates of Wall High School. 

Darryl Dwayne, born September 16, 1955, is a 
farmer and rancher in the Tom Green County area. 
He attended Angelo State University after high 
school and played one year of Ram Football. 

Lisa Ann, born April 9, 1957, married David 
Edwards, son of Charles and Linda Edwards in 1982. 
They have one daughter, Katelyn Kelly (1984). 
They live in Del Rio, where Lisa manages METCO 
Steel and David teaches high school. 

Clayton Charles, born October 7, 1959, married 
Diane Mikulik, daughter of Harvey and Mary Jane 
Mikulik, in 1980. Clayton and Diane have three 
daughters, Brandi Kate (1983), Shannon Cherie 
(1985), and Lauren Rae (1987). They live six months 
out of the year in Wall, where Clayton farms, and 
the other six months in Foxboro, Massachusetts, 
where Clayton plays middle linebacker for the New 
England Patriots. 

Born February 21, 1961, Karl Douglas married 
Charlotte Mathieson, daughter of Norbert and Billy 
Jean Mathieson in 1982. They farm and ranch in the 
Wall Community where they live with their two 
sons, Trey Douglas (1984), and Slade Randall (1985). 

Doyle Andrew, born September 10, 1965, is a 
student at Angelo State University where he is 
studying physical education. He also plays defensive 
tackle for the Ram Football team. 

Olen and Merline farmed near Veribest for one 
year before moving to Wall, thirty-two years ago. 
Olen enjoys hunting, fishing and working closely 


with his sons. Merline enjoys being with family, 
especially their grandchildren. 

The Weishuhns are members of the St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus, Catholic 
Daughters, Wall Fire Department and Young 
Farmers. 

by Olen G. Weishuhn 


WEISHUHN, PRESLEY 
(DUTCH) A. 


Presley Weishuhn was born on July 10, 1925 at 
Frelsburg. He attended school at Bachelor Hill in 
East Texas. In September, 1941, he moved with his 
family to the Wall Community in Tom Green County. 
On January 6, 1948, in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Rowena, he married Ethel Marie Droll. She was 
born September 27, 1928, at Rowena, and moved 
with her family to the Eola area, Concho County, in 
1942. Ethel attended school in the Rowena area. 
After their marriage, they settled in the area between 
Wall, Vancourt and Eola. 

Dutch and Ethel have five children and nine 
grandchildren. The children are Allen, Linda, 
Michael Dennis (born and died in 1952), David and 
Donald. Allen married Jo Ann Halfmann, daughter 
of Herbert and Lena Halfmann. They have two 
children, Brady and Laurie, and live at Vancourt, 
Tom Green County, where they farm and ranch. 
Linda married David Urbanek, son of William and 
Elizabeth Urbanek. They have three children: 
Tanya, Joe David, and John. They live at Lowake, 
Concho County, and farm and ranch. David married 
Belinda Jost, daughter of Lawrence and Helen Jost; 
they have two children, Amy and Todd Jarret. They 
live and farm in the St. Lawrence area, Glasscock 
County. Donald married Theresa Schwertner, 
daughter of Leo and Lucille Schwertner. They have 
two children, Carrie and Cody and live in the Eola 
area. They also farm and ranch. 

Presley and Ethel and their family farm and ranch 
in five counties. Their main crops are cotton, milo 
and wheat. They raise cattle and sheep. Members 
of the family belong to the Knights of Columbus, 
St. Ambrose Society, Farm Bureau, Wall Fire 
Department, Wall Young Farmers, Catholic 
Daughters, and St. Helen’s Society. Hunting is a 
favorite pastime of the family. The grandchildren 
participate in many school and sport activities. 

Dutch and Ethel now live west of Eola. Their 
favorite pastime is going to their ranch in Schleicher 
County with their family and friends. 

by JoAnn, Ethel, and Theresa Weishuhn 


WELLS, JUANITA MARIE 
(WYATT) 


Juanita Marie “Nita’’ Wyatt married Billy Wayne 
“Bill” Wells, son of Willis Wayne Wells and Ruby 
Guiles Taylor, in San Angelo on June 16, 1946. They 
both graduated from San Angelo High School and 
Angelo Junior College. Nita worked for the San 
Angelo Standard-Times, George P. Livermore Oil 
Company in Lubbock, and later for Midland 
Independent School District. 

Bill graduated from Texas Tech in Lubbock and 
did graduate work at the University of Wyoming, 
Sul Ross University, and University of Texas at El 
Paso. He was a geologist and a guidance counselor 
with Midland Independent School District. He 
served in the U.S. Navy in World War II. 


They had one son, Jeffery Wayne Wells, February 
15, 1953, and one daughter, Susan Jane Wells, 
December 6, 1955, both born in Midland. Jeffrey 
married Cynthia Jane Grace, daughter of Bruce 
and Hazel Grace of Midland on December 23, 1971, 
and they have three sons: Taylor Wyatt Wells, 
December 17, 1973; Micah Bruce Wells, March 18, 
1977; and Jacob Wayne Wells, July 18, 1979. 

Billy Wayne Wells died on August 12, 1984, at 
age 57. 

by Jessie Wyatt 


WENDLAND, H.G. 


Bessie Lee Slaughter came to Paint Rock with 
her father, who was ill with a lung disease, from 
Fulton, Kentucky. Herman Garfield Wendland, born 
in Helena, Arkansas, moved to Miles from Killeen 
in 1901 to work in the sheet metal department of 
Yarborough & Moore, a hardware firm. In 1909 
Bessie and Herman married and moved to San 
Angelo, where he became foreman of the sheet metal 
department of Findlater Hardware. Daughter Mary 
Louise was born in 1911. 

In 1916 the Wendlands bought a home at 231 
North Magdalen from Jacob Warner Knapp, the 
builder, who used more nails in the house than any 
previously built in San Angelo. 

Herman purchased the sheet metal business from 
Findlater and opened Wendland Manufacturing 
Company in 1921. Six years later he built a new 
building on West Concho using the stone and the 
windows from the old San Angelo National Bank 
Building in the building facade. The Santa Rita oil 
well was drilled in 1923 and Wendland’s made the 
first tanks that went to the Santa Rita. 

During World War II, Herman went to the 
Pentagon. He told officials there he had a plant and 
crew that could turn out anything except battleships 
(he left the ships out because “the Concho River 
isn’t navigable all the time.”) He produced one 
hundred and fifty-six twelve thousand gallon aviation 
fuel tanks plus other products for the war effort. 

As his business expanded, Herman increased his 
investments in San Angelo and West Texas. He 
bought a ranch in Coke County and began raising 
cattle. He was a charter member of the Kiwanis 
Club; served as a director of the Board of City 
Development, the Upper Colorado River Authority, 
Western Reserve; and president of Texas Sheet Metal 
Contractors Association. 

The Wendlands were long-time members of the 
First United Methodist Church. Herman served on 
the Board of Stewards and Bessie was active in the 
Marthas for many years. 

During the 1936 flood there were many school 
children who could not cross the river to their 
homes after school. The Wendland home became a 
haven for some. Bessie cared for them and fed them 
until the waters receded. 

Mary Louise Wendland graduated from Southern 
Methodist University where she studied with Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul vanKatwick. She became one of San 
Angelo’s most accomplished pianists. On March 
17, 1937, she married J.R. (Dick) Salmon in San 
Angelo. 

Several years after Herman’s death in 1955 Bessie 
was considerably pleased to claim ribbons at 
Producers Livestock Auction Company for her 
Grand Champion Heifers from the Wendland Ranch. 
She took great delight in her daughter, her grand- 


children, and her great-grandchildren until her death 
in 1979. 
by Nancy James 


WERST, JAMES LEE 


James Lee Werst was the oldest son of Oliver 
Francis and Grace Sullivan Werst. He was born in 
San Angelo on February 15, 1892. He died 
September 23, 1963, in Killeen, while visiting 
relatives, and was buried in San Angelo. He was a 
printer and newspaper man. He started his career as 
a delivery boy for the San Angelo Standard, served 
as an apprentice printer, and became foreman of the 
Standard composing room in 1908, at the age of 16. 

He was married September 25, 1911, to Oreon 
Mayse. They moved to Temple, and lived there 
nearly 20 years. He was part owner and business 
manager of the Temple Daily Telegram. He later had 
an interest in the Central Texas Publishing Company 
and the Temple Morning News, and was in the 
publishing business in Dallas, Kermit, McCamey, 
and Big Lake. He retired and moved back to San 
Angelo in 1952. 

Oreon Mayse Werst was the daughter of Henry 
Franklin Mayse and Jennie Wallace Mayse, who 
moved to San Angelo in 1900. Oreon was born on 
July 14, 1891, in Manchester, and died on July 9, 
1986, in Sterling City. She was buried in San Angelo. 

Oreon was raised mostly in San Angelo, where 
she attended school and graduated from business 
college. She was on the news staff of the Temple 
Morning News, and the McCamey News, and a cor- 
respondent for several daily newspapers. 

Lee and Oreon Werst had two sons, James Lee 
Werst, Jr., and Oliver Franklin Werst. J.L. “Mike” 
Werst, Jr., was born in San Angelo on December 
18, 1915. He is a printer and publisher of the Big 
Lake Wildcat. Mike married Maurine Bradford in 
Temple, on December 25, 1932. Their children are 
Mrs. John (Beth) McMillan of Arlington, John Werst 
of Austin, and David Werst of Big Lake. 

Oliver Franklin Werst was born in Temple, in July 
1, 1922. He attended schools in Temple, Dallas, and 
graduated at McCamey in 1939. He graduated from 
Texas A&M, served in the Army in World War II 
and the Korean War, and worked as a County 
Agricultural Agent for 30 years. 

Oliver married Jessie Noema Garner in San 
Angelo on December 8, 1944. Their children are 
Danna Lee Blair of Sterling City, Margaret Jean 
Blanek of San Angelo, and Mark Oliver Werst of 
Uvalde. Oliver and Jessie moved to San Angelo in 
1982. 

Oliver Francis Werst came to Fort Concho in 1883 
and Oliver Franklin Werst, his grandson, lives in San 
Angelo. The Werst family has had close ties with 
Tom Green County for over 100 years. 

by Oliver Franklin Werst 


WERST, OLIVER FRANCIS 


Oliver Francis Werst was born in Bucyrus, Ohio, 
on February 13, 1860. He came to Fort Concho as a 
soldier in 1883 at the age of 23. Oliver served in the 
Army from 1882 to 1891, and again during the 
Spanish-American War from July 25, 1898, to 
November 28, 1898. He resided in San Angelo for 
27 years before his death at the age of 50 on July 12, 
1910. 

He was a printer by trade and also a school teacher. 
He set type for the first issues of the old San Angelo 
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Enterprise. At one time he was on the mechanical 
force of the San Angelo Standard. He was also a 
partner in the printing business known as Probandt 
& Werst. He was a member of the Woodmen of the 
World. 

Oliver married Grace Sullivan on April 15, 1891 
in San Angelo. Grace was one of Oliver’s students 
when he taught school at the Old Fort Concho 
School. They were blessed with three sons, James 
Lee, Francis Rose, and Joe, and three daughters, 
Annie, Kate, and Mary. Mary Werst Keller lives at 
Lone Oak, on Lake Tawakoni now. 

James Lee married Oreon Mayse and they had 
two sons, James Lee (Mike) Werst, Jr., and Oliver 
F. (Ollie) Werst. Mike lives at Big Lake and Ollie 
lives in San Angelo. 

Grace Sullivan Werst was born in Indian Territory 
at Camp Supply (Oklahoma) on December 27, 
1874. She died at the age of 80 in Dallas, on January 
16, 1955, and was buried in Calvary Cemetery in 
San Angelo. 

Lee, Frank, and Joe Werst were printers and 
newspaper men. Kate worked for the government, 
and Mary was a beautician. 

by Oliver Franklin Werst 


WEST, GEORGE MERTON 


Ruth and Merton West, 50th Wedding Anniversary 
Reception, River Club, San Angelo, TX, August 21, 
1984 


George Merton West was born January 21, 1910 
in Tom Green County, Texas. On August 20, 1932, 
he married Ruth McGuire (born June 21, 1914) in 
San Angelo, Texas. They have one daughter, Merton 
Ann West Turnbo, two granddaughters, Molly 
Turnbo Stewart, Kelly Turnbo Kuykendall, and four 
great-grandchildren, Brian Stewart, Scott Stewart, 
Kenneth Kuykendall, and Janay Kuykendall. 

After their marriage, Ruth and Merton lived on 
the Open A Ranch, Door Key Lane, Tom Green 
County, Texas. They have been involved in ranching 
all of their lives. Ruth is a member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church where her mother, Lema James 
McGuire, was a charter member. 

Merton’s parents were the late W. A. and Bessie 
DeWolf West, who founded the Open A Ranch in 
1908. Merton was in partnership with his father and 
then his uncle, the late Hardy DeWolf. DeWolf and 
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West operated some 45 sections of the Door Key 
Ranch and Johnson Estate land until the death of 
Mr. DeWolf in 1970. In January, 1973, Merton and 
his son-in-law, K. Hardy Turnbo, formed the 
partnership of West and Turnbo operating some 20 
sections of the original Door Key land, raising 
commercial Hereford and Hereford/Red Brangus and 
Debouillet Sheep 

Ruth’s parents worked on the ranch now operated 
by the West and Turnbo partnership from 1914 to 
1916. 

by G.M. West 


WESTBROOK, JOEL W. 


Arriving in San Angelo from Waco, Texas in 1913, 
Joel Whitsitt Westbrook and Margaret Whittington 
Westbrook were accompanied by their children: 
Lawrence who married Minnie Millspaugh, Hiram 
who married Gertrude Wiggins, Marguerite, who 
married J. Mart Findlater, and Virginia who married 
John Bryan. The Westbrooks purchased a home along 
with enough land for their daughters’ homes on the 
banks of the Concho River overlooking Santa Fe 
Park. 

Mr. Westbrook owned and operated ranches in 
Coke, Tom Green and Runnels counties. He died in 
1954. 


Margaret W. Westbrook 


Mrs. Westbrook was a member of the “Twentieth 
Century Club’’ and was active in Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church. She was a founder of the Day 
Nursery for underprivileged children. She died in 
1951. 

by Jean F. Millspaugh 


WHEELER, LAWRENCE DEAN 
“PUG” and GENEVA 
LEA (ALEXANDER) 


Top row L to R: Lawrence “Larry” Dean Jr. Fern 
Lanell, Richard Don, Sandra Lea, Frankie Farrell. 
Bottom row L to R: Vauna June, Lawrence Dean 
Wheeler and Geneva Lea Alexander 


Lawrence Dean Wheeler was born in Beatrice, 
Gage County, Nebraska, on December 2, 1906. 
His father was James Stonewall Wheeler, and his 
mother’s maiden name was Evelyn Claude Ross. 

Geneve Lea Alexander was born in San Angelo at 
her grandparents’ home, located at 21 West 11th 
Street in San Angelo, on June 29, 1911. Geneva’s 
father was Fisher Lee Alexander, and her mother’s 
maiden name was Rosa Fern Leinneweber. Lawrence 
and Geneva were married in Ballinger, July 19, 1927. 
Although they lived a number of different places 
when their six children were coming along, after 
Lawrence retired from the Army Corps of Engineers 
in 1945, they all settled down in San Angelo. 
Lawrence, or “Pug” as he was called by everyone, 
went into business for himself as a landscape 
contractor. 

About this same time, in 1945, he started building 
their home at 36 West 27th Street. The war was just 
coming to aclose, and lumber was still hard to come 
by here in San Angelo. He found he could get red 
clay tile in Coleman; so with the help of his trusty 
dump truck, he hauled the tile himself. It wasn’t too 
long until he had built a good, comfortable home for 
his family. 

The first child was Lawrence “Larry’’ Dean 
Wheeler, Jr. born in Roswell, New Mexico, June 29, 
1932. Larry is married to Rosemary Williams and 
they have three children. 

The next was a girl, Fern Lanell, who was born in 
East Grand Plains, New Mexico, on December 10, 
1934. 

Frankie Farrell was born in San Angelo on 
September 4, 1936. He married Bobbie Fortune, and 
they have had three children. One child, passed 
away shortly after birth, and is buried at Fairmount 
Cemetery in San Angelo. 

After almost two years, Richard Don was born on 
June 4, 1938. He married Beverly McCarthy, and 
they have nine children. 

Sandra Lea was born in Houston, July 28, 1941. 
She married Charles Bolinger, and they have three 
children. 

The last child was Vauna June. She was born in 
Houston, June 20, 1943. She married George Powell, 
and they have three children. 

L.D. “Pug”? Wheeler caught pneumonia, and 
passed away January 18, 1971. He is buried at 
Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo. 

by Jerry Martin Sheen 


WHEELER, RICHARD DON and 
BEVERLY ANN (McCARTHY) 
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Front row L to R: Dean Richard, Michael Don, 
Beverly Ann, holding Jessica Dawn, Amy Lorraine, 
Kimberly Carol. Back row L to R: Debbie Suzanne, 
Cynthia Lea, Richard Don, Rebecca Ann, and Lara 


Lynn 


On Saturday, June 4, 1938, Richard Don Wheeler 
weighed in at a whopping twelve pounds. He was 
the fourth child born to Lawrence Dean Wheeler and 
Geneva Lea Alexander Wheeler, and the second to 
be born in San Angelo. His older brothers, Lawrence 
Dean, Jr. and Frankie Farrell were born June 29, 
1932 and September 4, 1936 respectively with a 
sister, Fern Lanelle sandwiched in between on 
December 10, 1934. Two more sisters, Sandra Lea 
and Vauna June were born on July 28, 1941, and 
June 20, 1943. 

Rich, as he was soon to be called, entered school 
at John H. Reagan Elementary. He quickly displayed 
interest in art and music. He played the flute through- 
out his school years, and served as Drum Major for 
the Bobcat Band during his senior year. 

In September 1957, he began his college career 
and by May 1961 he had earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Landscape Architecture. Upon 
graduation, Rich joined the United States Forest 
Service as a landscape architect in Springerville, 
Arizona. 

While living in eastern Arizona, Rich converted 
to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
(Mormon), and was ordained an Elder. A good 
portion of his time has been spent in church service 
such as missionary, genealogical, and temple work. 
In connection with his church work, he became 
involved in drama and eventually joined The Screen 
Actors Guild in Hollywood. 

On December 9, 1962, Rich met Beverly Ann 
McCarthy in Albuquerque. After a short courtship, 
they were married on June 18, 1963, in the Salt Lake 
Temple in Utah. They lived briefly in Springerville 
before moving to Tucson where their first daughter, 
Rebecca Ann, was born on April 3, 1964. A second 
daughter, Cynthia Lea, joined the growing family 
on December 13, 1965, after they had moved to 
Grangeville, Idaho. Lara Lynn joined her two older 
sisters on June 15, 1967, and Debbie Suzanne came 
along on March 1, 1969. 

The first son, Dean Richard, made his appearance 
on June 18, 1971, which just happened to be Rich 
and Bev’s eighth anniversary as well as Father’s Day. 
Kimberly Carol was born December 14, 1972 at 
Cottonwood Hospital in Murray, Utah, as were the 
three previous children. 

Amy Lorraine was born in American Fork, Utah 
on October 25, 1977. Michael Don and Jessica Dawn 
were born at the Wheeler home in Hyrum, Utah, on 
October 21, 1981, and June 21, 1983 respectively. 

by Richard Don Wheeler 


WHITE - CROWDER 


Elizabeth Ann Crowder White Hays celebrated her 
100th birthday on August 16, 1937. She died the 
following year at the home of her son, J.D. White at 
812 East 22nd Street. 

Elizabeth was born near Memphis. Her family 
moved to Ripley, Mississippi, in 1847 where she 
learned the art of weaving and spinning. There she 
married Robert White, farmer and Presbyterian 
singing teacher in 1857. During the Civil War, her 
husband and two brothers enlisted in the Confederate 
Army. Elizabeth witnessed the horrors of looting 
and shooting by the invading Union Army. A story 
is told that a troop of soldiers came to her “plan- 
tation” on a looting foray. The only item of any value 
left by previous looters was a tin bucket used by the 
family to haul water from the creek. She stood up to 
the soldiers to protect that last belonging. She was 
allowed to keep it but the leader of the looters kicked 
it to her, leaving a dent in it. 

Her husband died in 1867 as the result of the war 
and she returned to Tennessee. There she married 
Reverend George Hays, a Methodist preacher. They 
were married on a Mississippi Riverboat. She started 
for Texas a few years later with her husband and 
children, Mattie (born June 14, 1861), Robert L. 
(born October 3, 1864) and Johnnie Dile (born 
February 24, 1868) White. The steamboat sank in 
the Red River near Shreveport, Louisiana. George 
and the boys chipped a hole in the side of the boat 
and let out the team of mules. They settled in 
Hamilton County. 

Elizabeth had sold the Mississippi property after 
her husband died. When her grown sons threatened 
legal action, claiming that the property was not hers 
to sell, she burned the deed and other documents. 
She said that she had used the money to raise her 
children and would not allow them to make trouble. 

by Dawn VanZandt 


WHITE - KINCAID 


| 
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Maggie White, Elizabeth White Hays, Arvada White, 
Sarah Kincaid, and Jimmy White 


Artie White, born May 18, 1889, was the grand- 
son of Elizabeth Crowder White Hays and son of 
Luther and Arvada White. He married Maggie 
Kincaid (born to James and Sarah More Kincaid) in 
San Angelo in 1907. 

Soon after Artie and Maggie were married, he 
worked for Gantt Furniture and Funeral Home. He 
later worked as a refinisher for several furniture 
stores, namely, Household Furniture, Angelo 
Furnisher and Fox Furniture. During the depression 
of 1929, he went to work for the San Angelo Park 
Department as a groundskeeper. He retired in 1957. 
He died July 15, 1958. 

Maggie was a talented housewife. Her hobbies 
were music, writing poetry, and painting. She died 
August 22, 1976. 


Artie and Maggie were the parents of two chil- 
dren, Finis, born July 8, 1908, and Minnielee born 
February 8, 1910. She died September 27, 1933. 

Their son, Finis, married Marguerite Rohmer 
(born December 13, 1910 to Fred and Cora 
McCausland Rohmer in Carlsbad, New Mexico) in 
1932. They had three sons, Jimmy (born June 6, 
1934) who married Marsha Bailey in 1958; Jackie 
(born December 19, 1935) who married Janice Coley 
in 1956, and Johnny (born June 6, 1946) who married 
Jeananne Coleman in 1967. 

Finis was employed by the San Angelo Standard- 
Times from 1931 to 1973. He started working when 
the newspaper was housed on North Chadbourne and 
type was set by hand. Marguerite has taught piano 
in their home for many years. 

Jimmy retired from Exxon, Jackie is a San Angelo 
firefighter and kennel owner, and Johnny is tennis 
pro at Bentwood Country Club. 

by Dawn VanZandt 


WHITE, A. CARMEN 


A. Carmen White 


Aubrey Carmen White, of Bells, Tennessee, 
entered Baylor University in 1927. He received 
Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees. He was a 
member of the Baylor Forensic Club and Debate 
Team. He was a violinist in the Baylor and Waco 
Symphony Orchestras. In 1931 he and Frances 
Mixson, also a Baylor graduate, were married. 

The Mixsons were early settlers in the Republic 
of Texas. Travis Jefferson Mixson, who became the 
grandfather of Frances, was born in 1842 near 
Huntsville. He was in the Army of the Confederacy 
and fought in the Battle of Galveston. His father, 
Simeon Mixson, was a Texas Ranger in 1837. 

Children of A.C. and Frances White are Eleanor 
(1933), Margaret (1936) and James Robert (1938). 

The Whites moved from Waco to San Angelo in 
September, 1946. They were teachers in San 
Angelo College, Lake View High School and 
Elementary Schools. A.C. was an English and 
Government teacher. 

Music was a way of life for the White family. 
Eleanor and James played piano and were flutists in 
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Frances (Mixson) White 


the high school and college orchestras and bands. 
Margaret was a violinist in school orchestras. A.C. 
played violin and viola in the San Angelo Symphony 
Orchestra. He was a guest violinist in the Abilene 
and Midland Symphony Concerts. Frances was 
organist for the Eastern Star. 

A.C. was a master craftsman. Several of his 
handcrafted violins were given awards by the 
International Violin and Guitar Makers Association. 
Numerous articles on this subject were published in 
Violins and Violinists magazines. Piano repair and 
tuning were other of his skills. 

A.C. belonged to San Angelo Masonic Lodge 
#570, the Commandery and the Suez Shrine. 
Frances served as Worthy Matron of Chapter #10, 
Order of the Eastern Star. Eleanor and Margaret 
were active in the Order of the Rainbow for Girls, 
James in Boy Scouts. 

Frances belongs to San Angelo Retired Teachers 
Association, American Association of University 
Women, Daughters of the Republic of Texas, Order 
of the Eastern Star, Baptist Memorial Hospital 
Auxiliary, The Glory Choir and First Baptist Church. 

Eleanor and Leslie Davis married in 1953. He is 
the son of Walter and the late Palma Davis of the 
W.R. and Lucy Sikes Davis families of Sterling City 
and Tom Green County. Leslie is on the staff of 
Spring Creek (Houston) Baptist Church; Eleanor is 
a Missionary Union Leader. They have three sons. 

Margaret and Lester Eisenbeck, son of William 
and Annie Eisenbeck of this area, married in 1954. 
Lester has a Dental Laboratory in Austin. Margaret 
is a consultant in the Literacy Program of Austin. 
They have two daughters and one son. 

James and Jane Phillips married in 1956. She is 
the daughter of the late Hiram and Delma Phillips. 
James is with the Dallas Parks Administrative Board; 
Jane is a High School English Teacher. They have 
two daughters and two grandsons. 

A.C. White died July 3, 1980; interment in 
Oakwood Cemetery of Waco. 

by Frances Mixson White 
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WHITE, B. FRANK 


B. Frank White 


Irene (Bratton) White 


Benjamin Franklin White was glad 
That he moved west when just a lad. 
Soon after he came to the Flat 

The Miles Giants had him up to bat. 
His many travels did no harm. 

He still had time to work the farm. 
About then a Hamilton lass 

Came to Mullins to teach a class. 
Irene Bratton taught a first grade, 

And liked it so well that she stayed. 
The two met and went together 

To the games, despite the weather. 
Whether early or a bit late, 

They soon knew what would be their fate. 
When he asked her to be his bride, 
She thought it was time to decide. 

A simple yes was what she said. 

And happily the two were wed. 

The greatest thing that came their way 
Was a little boy named Frank J. 

Frank grew up, a very fine lad, 

And did the things that made them glad. 


When Uncle Sam called him to go, 
He met a precious girl our Jo. 
There was no need for him to roam, 
He married her and brought her home. 
She has so many winning ways 
That add much joy to all our days. 
The sweetest yankee that we know 
Is the little lass we call Jo. 
After the failure of a crop, 
Frank came to town and was a cop. 
He loved the street that was his beat, 
Helped young and old across the street. 
Found many a lost lass and lad, 
Bought ice cream cones to make them glad. 
Whether sisters or a brother, 
He then helped them to find their mother. 
Children and parents liked his ways 
That continued all his days. 
He was so happy in this town. 
Lou Gehrig disease brought him down. 
Irene managed to dry her tears, 
And kept teaching school many years. 
What else, I ask, could Frank J. do? 
Well he became a teacher, too. 
What Jo does is not a mystery, 
Types for ASU in History. 

by Irene White 


WHITE, DARWIN KEITH and 
BONNIE laDELL (PAYNE) 


Bonnie Payne White and Darwin 
Lto R: Brenda, David and Susan. Seated: Kenneth 


Bonnie laDell, the ninth child born (March 30, 
1938) to Jake and Lorenia Payne, grew up on a farm 
south of Harriett. Bonnie started to school at Harriett 
School, where she went through the fourth grade with 
all four grades taught in the same room. Beginning 
with the fifth grade through twelfth Bonnie attended 
school in San Angelo, where she graduated in 1956. 
Bonnie attended modeling school in Fort Worth and 
worked there several years before she met and 
married Darwin Keith White on June 12, 1959. 
Darwin, born August 15, 1934, is the son of Buster 
and Helen Marguerite (Loftin) White of Rosepine, 
Louisiana. The oldest of three children, Darwin holds 
a Bachelor of Science Degree from Lamar Tech 
University in Mechanical Engineering. 

He is Engineering Chief at General Dynamics in 
Fort Worth, where he has been for the past thirty 
years. After their marriage, they lived in Fort Worth 
until 1974, when they moved to a small farm north 
of Springtown, where they live today. 

They have four children: Brenda Jeanette White, 
born May 2, 1960, married Lyndon Wallace Graham 
(born October 6, 1960). Brenda is an engineer at 
General Dynamics, holding a B.S. degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from UTA, Arlington. 


Lyndon is a Senior Engineer at General Dynamics, 
holding a B.S., M.A. degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. They reside in Benbrook. 

Kenneth Lawrence was born July 6, 1961. David 
Glenn, born June 6, 1963, is a teacher holding a B.S. 
degree from TAMU. Susan Nicole, born May 22, 
1966, is an accountant, holding a B.S. degree from 
UTA, Arlington. 

The children graduated from Springtown High 
School and attended the First Baptist Church there. 

by Shirley Ruth Payne Smelley 


WHITE, EDDIE LINCOLN 


Eddie Lincoln White and Beatrice (Wilson) White 


Eddie Lincoln White (Ed L.) was the seventh 
child born to John Milton White and Barbara Jane 
Ethridge White, January 2, 1902, in Troup, Smith 
County, Texas. He died in San Angelo, April 30, 
1981. In 1886, the White family came by covered 
wagons to East Texas to farm. Ed went to school, 
farmed with his father and in 1920 joined the Army. 
He spent one year at Fort Lewis, Washington. He 
returned home to Bullard, and while working there 
he met Beatrice, daughter of Luke Matthew Wilson 
and Martha Angelina Shipp. They were married 
March 18, 1924. 

Because of ill health, his father, John, had moved 
to San Angelo, in 1923. Times were hard, so Ed and 
Bea moved to San Angelo near his parents. He 
worked at West Texas Utilities Company, Martin- 
Glover Company, and in 1928 joined the Fire 
Department. In his 13 years with the City, he 
advanced to captain, fire marshal, assistant fire 
chief, and to chief in 1936 just after they moved into 
their new building on Magdalen. His first real 
responsibility as chief was the 1936 flood. During 
the depression, the firemen were called upon to help 
feed thousands with food donated by many local 
individuals and ranchers. 

He resigned in December, 1940, to become fire 
chief at Goodfellow Air Force Base, where he 
worked until he retired February 11, 1964. He then 
became a fulltime elder for the Johnson Street 
Church of Christ. Mrs. White is a homemaker, but 
served as PTA president and with her husband in his 
church work. 


Three children were born to Ed and Beatrice 
White: Billye Jane White, born March 31, 1925, in 
San Angelo; married Kenneth Franklin Scattergood, 
January 10, 1943. They have two children, Linda 
Lee and Robert Alan. 

Robert Ed White, born July 3, 1927, in San 
Angelo, married Bernice Crosswhite, August 21, 
1948. They have two children, Charles Edward 
White and James William White. 

Martha Jo White, born December 4, 1930, died 
February 20, 1955, married William Sherman 
Minton in 1947. They have three children, Sheran 
Ann, Beverly Jolene, and William Sherman, Jr. 

Brothers and sisters were: Clyde Thomas White 
(Julia Ida Thomas), a contractor carpenter in San 
Angelo; Clara Ethel White (William Jackson Darby); 
Mary Francis White (Sperling Wilks); John 
Nathaniel White (Lorena Dumas); Fred Luke White 
(Oramai Alston); Nanny Ercel White (Pat Etheridge); 
Charles Alaska White (Dotsie Eschberger). Charles 
served 43 years with the San Angelo fire department, 
retiring in 1973; William Olive White (Lois Ila 
Eschberger) was assistant chief of police in San 
Angelo when he died in 1960. 

by Billye J. Scattergood 


WHITE, JOHN THOMAS and 
FLORA (BATES) 


Mrs. Flora White moved her family to Water 
Valley in 1928 from Fairview in Tom Green County, 
after her husband, John Thomas, died from a rup- 
tured appendix. 

Flora’s father, R.C. Bates, was a Confederate 
Veteran who had a construction business in San 
Angelo beginning shortly before 1900. He came to 
Texas from Georgia with his father, William, a 
Baptist minister, in 1869. 

Flora’s mother was Mary Margaret (Lanham) 
Bates. Mary’s father was Capt. Bedford Lanham, a 
frontier Ranger. Captain Lanham took part in the last 
Indian battle in this part of Texas, the Battle of Dove 
Creek in January, 1865. Mary’s first cousin was 
S.W.T. Lanham, the last Confederate Governor of 
Texas, who served two terms. Her other pioneer 
relatives included the Friends, notably, Frank Friend, 
who lived in San Angelo and ranched in the Ozona 
area. 

John Thomas White was a prominent Tom Green 
County farmer and rancher. He was a 32nd degree 
Mason and a deacon in the Baptist Church. John’s 
father, Reverend Nolan White, was a Baptist minister 
and a veteran of the Confederate War. John was a 
teacher and an organist in his father’s church. 

The following children of Flora and John Thomas 
White attended Water Valley School: Johnny, 
Donald, James (Pete), Joseph (Joe) and Dell. Donald, 
James, Joseph, and Dell graduated from Water Valley 
High School. James was killed in 1936 shortly after 
graduating. 

Carroll, Johnny, Donald, and Joe are all veterans 
of World War II. Joe and Donald are both retired 
from the U.S. Air Force. 

Dell attended Howard Payne College in 
Brownwood. Donald has a Bachelor and Masters 
Degree from the University of Texas. Joe has a 
Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of 
Maryland and a Master of Science degree from Ohio 
State University. 

by J.L. White 


WHITE, PERRY LAMONTE 


Perry Lamonte White 


Perry Lamonte White was born March 14, 1961, 
in San Angelo, to Clarence Ralph and Ruby Lee 
White. His mother died of cancer in April 1974, 
when he was residing in Las Vegas, Nevada; and his 
father died of cancer in July 1984, when Perry was 
residing in Houston. 

Perry L. White first attended school in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, being enrolled there for three years when 
his father was in the Air Force. After leaving Hawaii, 
he enrolled in elementary school in Las Vegas, where 
he grew up in a nourishing environment provided 
by his parents. He was a Boy Scout in Troop 77 in 
1973. While in school and attending Boy Scout 
meetings, he received many honors and awards for 
his bravery in hiking the Grand Canyon and Mt. Zion. 

Perry’s first job was a paper route along with his 
younger brother, Vincent R. White. They worked 
hard at delivering the Review Journal newspaper to 
neighbors within the community. 

Perry arrived in San Angelo in 1982 from Houston 
after finishing Kashmere Senior High School in 
1979. He attended the North American Business 
School as an accounting student. Later, he wanted 
to advance his skills of professionalism in 
engineering, and applied out of the State of Texas 
by sending resumes to some of the leading telecom- 
munications corporations in the nation. He landed 
his first such job in Port Charlotte, Florida, for United 
Telephone Service of Florida, and at the same time 
enrolled in Florida State University taking a company 
course in electrical turbo-combustion. He continued 
traveling and engineering throughout the country. 

In 1988, he became an engineer with the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration in Hampton, 
Virginia. The job allowed him access to meet some 
of the leading scientists and engineers in the world. 
Perry continued at NASA through the successful 
completion of the underground fiber-optic cable 
system, and shared the first launch of the shuttle. 
Since the accident in 1983-84, along with all the 
other scientists and engineers in his department, he 
received a letter of commendation and a recognition 
plate of silver, honored by IBM/RDLM Services, Inc. 

Later in 1988, Perry L. White completed his first 
manuscript, which he wrote while traveling around 
the country. He went on to become the first black 
man in San Angelo to have ever written a book, and 
the first black man in the USA to give half the 
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proceeds of a book to the American Cancer Society 

for future research. Today his book, “The External 

Being of Yesterday’s Tears,” is being translated into 

three different languages for worldwide export sales. 
by Perry L. White 


WHITE, ROBERT L. 


William Preston Teeter 


Sarah Ann Rodman Teeter 


Robert L. White (born October 3, 1864 near 
Ripley, Mississippi to Robert and Elizabeth 
(Crowder) White married Arvada Teeter (born 
February 23, 1869, in Vinita, Oklahoma to Preston 
and Sarah Rodman Teeter) in Centre City, in 1886. 
They moved to San Angelo around 1900. They were 
the parents of Edgar and Eddie, Artie, Johney, Katie, 
Charlie, Bettie, Ola, and Addie. Artie married Maggie 
Kincaid and Ola married J.M. Moorehead. 

R.L. was a carpenter and acquired 3 acres where 
the Martin-Glover warehouses are as payment for 
building three houses. He traded the acreage for a 
wagon and team to move the family to Arkansas 
because of a drought. A family member fell ill in 
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Oklahoma and they settled near Boswell, Oklahoma 
where Ola met and married J.M. Moorehead. He 
returned to San Angelo in 1925. 

R.L.’s grandson, Dorris Moorehead, recalls that 
his grandfather was quite a gardener and recalls 
especially the “berry patch.” He also raised and 
cured his own tobacco. After a heart attack, R.L. ran 
a store in the front of his house on East 14th Street. 

R.L. was a Jehovah’s Witness. Ola, at the age of 
12, wanted to be baptized in the Baptist Church. She 
slipped out her bedroom window and went to her 
brother’s house. Edgar and his wife, Elbie Satathite 
White, had her clothes ready for the baptismal 
service. Ola did not tell her parents for several weeks. 
When she did, they were very angry with Edgar and 
Elbie for a while. 

by Dawn VanZandt 


WHITFIELD, MARY JANE 


First Principal of North Ward 
Miss Mary Whitfield 


Mary Jane Whitfield was born October 29, 1875 
to James and Olivia Jane (Watkins) Whitfield of Rusk 
County. She was awarded a State First Grade 
Certificate immediately following graduation from 
high school. She taught in a one-teacher rural school 
near Henderson, when the pay was $150 for the six- 
month term; teacher boarded with a ranch family 
for $3 a month; duties included janitorial service with 
the aid of the “big boys”’; the core of the curriculum 
was the 3R’s; and with thirty pupils of varying ages 
and maturation, there was much “common learning.” 

She graduated from Sam Houston Institute at 
Huntsville in 1900, prepared to teach any subject in 
any grade in any school in Texas. She taught for two 
years at Rusk, served on the Board of Examiners for 
Teachers for Cherokee County, taught sixth grade at 
Mexia, and then moved with her family to San 
Angelo, where she served as teacher and principal 
for thirty-seven years. 

After four days as a teacher at Central, she was 
assigned as principal for the elementary school in 
North Angelo, located at 9th and Randolph, later 
between 9th and 10th on Chadbourne. When Felix 
E. Smith became Superintendent in 1905, Miss 
Whitfield asked to be relieved of the principalship. 
Miss Prudie Herring became principal with Miss 
Whitfield teaching. Miss Herring was followed by 
Miss Mattie Pistole, but when she married Mr. L.L. 


Farr in 1909, Miss Mary again became principal of 
the new red brick North Ward, at 1600 Volney, now 
called John H. Reagan. She held that post until she 
retired in 1941. 

Miss Whitfield worked with the Mothers’ Club, 
later the PTA, to obtain sidewalks, playground 
equipment, a piano, a Victrola, and a library. 

Her summers were often spent studying at the 
University of Texas, University of California at Los 
Angeles, and Chicago University. 

After retirement, she still served the community. 
She helped people who were deficient in reading. 
She was a valued member of Delta Kappa Gamma 
and The Woman’s Club, active in worthwhile 
projects. She advocated inclusion of oldsters in the 
city recreation program. She was an active member 
of First Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and long taught 
in the Sunday School. 

Miss Whitfield evaluated teaching as a career thus: 
“Entered into with the right spirit, teaching is one of 
the most satisfying careers that one can follow. The 
reward is not monetary; your real pay comes with 
watching the development of those you teach and of 
living to see them become useful citizens.” 

Miss Whitfield died April 2, 1967, at the age of 
91. She was buried at Fairmount Cemetery. 

by Mary Compton Martin 


WHITFIELD, WALTER E. 


Walter Emmett Whitfield and Luda Lee Posey 
were married at Grape Creek, August 10, 1913. After 
their first child was born, they moved in 1915 toa 
small farm four miles west of San Angelo on Mertzon 
Road. They lived there for nearly 50 years, except 
for short periods, with five more children being born 
in that old house. They were active in First Methodist 
Church at San Angelo until their declining years, 
having held membership for over 75 years. They 
gave two acres of their farm to the church. Their 
six children were raised in First Methodist. The eldest 
four served in the armed forces in World War II, the 
other two being too young. The youngest son, Rector, 
died in a training exercise in the Navy in 1943. Three 
of the children attended the McGill two-room school 
west of Twin Mountains and north of Mertzon Road 
until its consolidation with San Angelo ISD in about 
1926. An incident at the school in which a couple of 
older boys attacked Mr. Brown, the teacher, resulted 
in Mr. Brown’s wearing a pistol at school for a time. 

Walter Whitfield was born at Liberty Hill, October 
18, 1886, to William Haywood Whitfield and Mary 
Eicke Whitfield. He attended San Angelo Training 
School, Howard Payne College, The University of 
Texas and Methodist College, then located between 
San Angelo and Ben Ficklin. He operated a washing 
machine sales and repair store on North Chadbourne 
in the late 20’s, later moving to North Main near 
East Harris Avenue. He sold Maytag washers and 
Delco Lite electric generators throughout the rural 
areas of Tom Green and surrounding counties. In 
later life, he spent much time and effort writing of 
his concepts of ethics and democratic principles of 
our country. He died December 13, 1978, after a long 
illness. 

Luda Posey Whitfield was born at Indian Creek, 
September 12, 1890, to Will A. and Deanie Mayes 
Posey. Her early life was spent on a division of the 
March ranch north of San Angelo, known as The 
Norvell, where her father was employed. She 
received her teaching degree from Southwest Texas 
State Normal School at San Marcos (later Southwest 


Texas State Teachers College) and became the first 
school teacher at Big Lake, in 1912. She died at San 
Angelo, March 8, 1987, at age 97. 

The couple moved to town in early 1960’s, leaving 
their old home forever. The house was burned to the 
ground in 1966 by youngsters who had converted it 
to their club house and hideaway. The forlorn 
fireplace chimney then stood guard over the ashes 
for several years. Its brick, gleaned from discards at 
the brick factory a half mile east, finally succumbed 
to souvenir hunters and patio builders. Even the oil 
well a half mile north, drilled and abandoned 
uncapped in 1918, had long ago ceased its periodic 
eruptions of salt water, slime and terribly obnoxious 
odors. 

Walter and Luda are buried, side by side, in 
Fairmount Cemetery at San Angelo. Time marched 
on. 

by Herschel Whitfield 


WHITLEY —- RUSTIN 


Martin Warren (Buck) Whitley was born July 13, 
1873, in Smith County, to Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Filo 
Whitley. He left home at the age of 12, after the death 
of his mother and the remarriage of his father. At 
age 15, he worked on the Lee Brothers Ranch at 
Tankersley. He worked as a cowhand on different 
ranches and drove cattle on the Old Chisholm Trail. 

He married Oda Adella Rustin (born March 26, 
1878 in McCulloch County to Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
Rustin) on February 12, 1896, in San Angelo. 

Della’s father worked cattle over the open ranges 
between the Colorado and Pecos Rivers. The family 
lived north of Abilene for a while, moving to Paint 
Rock in 1888. Her parents died, leaving the children 
to support themselves. They operated a rooming 
house in Paint Rock. Della learned to swim in the 
river below the painted rocks. In 1895, the family 
moved to San Angelo, then just a village. 

Buck and Della lived near Water Valley for two 
years. Buck worked on the Joe Funk Ranch in Arden. 
In 1900, lured by tales of quick wealth, the couple 
went by covered wagon to Deming, New Mexico. 
After two years of working ranches in that area, they 
returned to Irion County where they took up school 
land in 1902 and lived on that land for two years. 
Buck continued to work for Joe Funk as ranch 
foreman for twenty years. In 1917-1918, he started 
raising sheep on his land. 

Buck and Della were the parents of six children. 
Three died in infancy. They raised Martha (born 
August 8, 1897 at Water Valley), Street (born 
February 19, 1905 at Arden), and Ruby Ruth (born 
March 7, 1908). 

In 1927, they sold their Arden section and bought 
aranch near Mertzon. Mr. Whitley continued to ranch 
and he enjoyed horse trading as he grew older. Buck 
died in 1941 and Della died in 1957. 

by Dawn VanZandt 


WHITTLE, THOMAS 
JEFFERSON and ALMA OMA 
(HALE) 


Thomas Jefferson Whittle and his wife, Alma Oma 
(Hale) Whittle, moved to Tom Green County from 
McCulloch County, by wagon. A neighbor’s mule, 
having made the same journey, got loose and returned 
to McCulloch County by himself. The Whittles 
bought a 150-acre farm near Vancourt, where they 


Thomas Jefferson Whittle 


Alma (Hale) Whittle 


raised cotton, maize, and corn. They also raised five 
children: Gloy Baron Whittle (born, 1900, died 


April, 1987); Clara Mae Whittle (Bennett) (born 
October 22, 1902, died July 1987); Garnet Whittle 
(born 1905); Lilla Fay Whittle (Turner) (born 1909); 
and Louis Whittle (born 1916). 

Gloy remembered his first day of school with 
embarrassment. His father just took him to the 
building and left. Class had already assembled. Not 
knowing what to do or say, Gloy remarked about 
the weather. The teacher shushed him, telling him it 
was not proper to speak without permission. 

For entertainment, the family would sit close to 
the heating stove in winter, while Alma Whittle read 
aloud from books or newspapers. Years later, the 
children realized that their mother did all the reading 
because their father had completed only three grades 
of school. 

Alma Whittle was the first woman in Tom Green 
County to learn to drive a car. 

The Whittles moved to a 200-acre farm near 
Fairview in 1924. Thomas Jefferson Whittle died in 


1953; his wife died in 1969. They are buried at 
Lawnhaven Cemetery. 
by Fay Turner 


WILBANKS, JOHN W. 
and MARY 


John and Mary Wilbanks, married December 22, 
1925, Temple, Texas 


John W. and Mary Wilbanks were married 
December 22, 1925, in Temple. On December 25, 
1925, John brought his bride to the Murphy ranch, 
Christoval. 

John was born September 10, 1896, to James P. 
Wilbanks and Dixie C. Anderson. The family lived 
in the Yellow Leaf community four miles from 
Oxford, Mississippi. 

In the fall of 1906, James made a visit to Concho 
County, and was impressed with the country because 
of the healthy climate and bountiful cotton crops 
made that year. In February, 1908, James sold his 
farm, equipment and household goods and moved 
his wife and six children to Paint Rock. 

In the fall of 1925, James and his son, John, leased 
the Ralph Murphy ranch about eight miles south of 
Christoval. There they went into stock farming. 

Mary Bridgewater was born on a farm in Falls 
County, to Percy P. Bridgewater and Lizzie Bowen. 
Mary with her four brothers and sisters grew up in 
the small community of Belfalls in Bell County. 

On Christmas day in 1925, Mary saw the country 
that was to be her home, for the first time. She 
thought she had gone to the end of the world. The 
Murphy ranch was on the mail route from Christoval 
to Loftin community, now known as Toe Nail Trail. 
At first, there were only about four gates to open to 
the ranch, but later there were eleven gates. Most of 
the gates had a string of five barbed wires, and just 
as you left Christoval entering the Pugh ranch was a 
huge solid board bumper gate. It was like running 
against a barn door to drive through it. The road was 
picked out by missing the big boulders and mesquite 
trees. Sometimes there was a mud hole to go around. 

In the fall of 1926, James Wilbanks and John 
joined with John’s brother-in-law, Fred Fuller, and 
Fred’s brothers V.D. and Walter Fuller, in leasing 
the south-end part of the Door Key ranch from the 
Johnson estate. Today that land is leased by Tip and 
Bill Van Court, who moved to the ranch from Irion 
County in October, 1957. 
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Billie Marie Wilbanks, the only child of John and 
Mary, was born February 2, 1927, in Temple. She 
attended school in Christoval and finished Baylor 
University in 1948. Billie Marie was married to C.G. 
(Tip) Van Court, June 15, 1948. Tip is the son of 
Clifford G. Van Court, Sr., and Mattie Love 
Linthicum. Before moving to the Door Key, Bill and 
Tip ranched in Irion County. 

Tip and Bill have two sons, John William (Johnny) 
and Stephen Frank. Johnny is married to Brenda 
Mathews and they have one daughter, Lacy Marie 
Van Court. Stephen, the younger son, lives on the 
Door Key near his parents. Johnny and Stephen both 
have ranching interests in Tom Green County. 

John and Mary held several leases in Tom Green 
County. The last lease was the H.A. Shaw ranch six 
miles northwest of Christoval. 

John and Mary had always been active members 
of the Baptist Church. John was ordained a deacon 
in 1931 and served as a teacher of Junior Boys. Mary 
is an Adult Sunday School Teacher. 

John died September 23, 1982. 

by Mary Wilbanks 


WILCOX, JOHN JAMES and 
HIS DESCENDANTS 


In 1893, John James Wilcox was living in Tom 
Green County. He was born in Mississippi in 1841, 
was married to Cloey Ann Porter in Winnsboro, 
Louisiana, November 25, 1865, and they had nine 
children. Some of them were born in Louisiana, and 
some in Texas. They were Joseph J., Ben Franklin, 
Zachary Taylor, Binnie, Anna, Charles, James, 
Wofford and William Wilcox. 

Joseph J. Wilcox married Emma Susan Wilcox in 
Brown County, October 14, 1885. They had eight 
children: Emma V. Wilcox (Shaw), Mary Letitia 
“Tishie’”? Wilcox (Hollebeke), Callie Lee Wilcox 
(Kirkpatrick), Elmer James Wilcox, Verna Wilcox 
(Smith), Willie Tilton “Dick” Wilcox, Cloey Ann 
Wilcox (Reynolds), Anna May Wilcox (Plant). 


Lto R: Joseph Johnson Wilcox, John James Wilcox, 
Cloey Ann Wilcox, Anna David (Wilcox). Standing: 
James Wilcox, Taylor Wilcox, William Wilcox and 
Wafford Wilcox 


My mother was Emma V. Wilcox, who married 
James D. Shaw in Reeves County, in 1905. They 
had five children: Lucile Shaw (Johnson), Hurchell 
Shaw, Susie Shaw (Metcalfe), Duke Shaw, Christine 
Shaw (Deschamps). These children were all born in 
Lea County, New Mexico. A group of Shaw and 
Wilcox relatives went to Lea County, New Mexico, 
to homestead. Not many of them stayed. 
Grandmother Wilcox died in Lea County, New 
Mexico, ca. 1908. Grandfather, with his minor 
children, was in El Paso by 1913. Tishie Wilcox 
married Bud Hollebeke. They went to El Paso, as 
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did Jim and Laura Wilcox. I do not know what 
happened to the other Wilcoxes. John James and 
Cloey Ann were also living in El Paso in 1913. 

In 1920, the J. Shaw family sold their homestead 
and came back to Sheffield, where our Grandfather 
Shaw lived. James M. Shaw, our grandfather, 
married Martha J. Longley. They had ten children. 
Grandfather J.M. Shaw, his son Charles, and his 
daughter Alice (Shaw) Welch, are buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery, San Angelo. 

J.D. Shaw found work in Barnhart, in 1921. He 
bought land and built a home in Barnhart. He and 
Mrs. Shaw lived in the home until their deaths. Mr. 
Shaw died in 1946, Mrs. Shaw died in 1971. 

Mrs. Metcalfe is a member of the Fort Concho 
Chapter of the Daughters of the Republic, through 
her Shaw family, Jonathan coming to Texas from 
Tennessee in 1837. Her Longley line is also pioneer 
Texan, Caleb and Campbell coming from Tennessee 
to Texas. Campbell was a Texas Revolution soldier. 
He is also noted for having a son, William Preston, 
who became an outlaw. 

William Preston, known as Wild Bill Longley, is 
buried in Giddings, and has a Texas Medallion on 
his grave. He and Martha Jane were first cousins. 
Emma Susan Faulkner came from Indiana to Texas 
after the Civil War. The Faulkners have lived in and 
around Brown County. Emma Susan’s brother, 
Charlie Faulkner, was in the Sheriff’s Department 
in Brown County for many years. 

by Susie Metcalfe 


WILDE, DALE and LAURA 


Laura and Dale Wilde 


Dale Edwin Wilde, the last child born to Edwin 
and Cordula Wilde, entered this world on April 11, 
1959, in San Angelo. On August 6, 1983, he married 
Laura Frances Miller, third child of Lowell and Linda 
Miller of Fair Grove, Missouri. Laura was born 
December 2, 1959 in Bainbridge, Maryland. 

The couple live 1 1/2 miles south of Wall on Wood 
Road. Dale attended school at Wall for 12 years, 
graduating in 1977. He then studied at Angelo State 
University, majoring in history and minoring in 
speech. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1981. 

Laura’s father was employed with the United 
States Public Health Service as a pharmacist. 
Throughout the family’s travels, Laura attended 
schools in Winslow, Arizona; Sitka, Alaska; and Fair 
Grove, Missouri. After graduation from high school, 


she studied at the University of Missouri - Columbia. 
She completed her BS and MS degrees in Industrial 
Engineering in 1981 and 1982. 

Laura then moved to San Angelo in September, 
1982 and started her employment as an industrial 
engineer with General Telephone Company. She 
gained her registration as a Professional Engineer 
(PE) from the State of Texas in October, 1986. 

Dale carries on the family tradition of farming 
along with his father and two brothers, John and 
Donald. The farming operations are located through- 
out the Concho Valley, the Permian Basin, and the 
Pecos Valley of West Texas. In addition to farming, 
Dale enjoys baseball, hunting and fishing. 

Dale and Laura are members of St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church in Wall. Laura is a member of the 
Catholic Daughters of America and Dale lectors 
during Mass. 

Dale is a member of the Wall Young Farmers and 
the San Angelo Genealogical Society. Laura is a 
member of the Texas Society of Professional 
Engineers, the Institute of Industrial Engineers, 
National Association of Female Executives, Business 
& Professional Women, and the Wall Young 
Homemakers. 


WILDE, DENNIS H. 


Dennis and Bessie Wilde - 1989 


Dennis Herman Wilde, the eldest son of Herman 
and Mary Untermeyer Wilde, was born November 
17, 1922, in Frelsburg, Colorado County, Texas. 
Dennis is descended from German ancestors who 
immigrated to Texas in 1846 and settled in the Henri 
Castro colony located near Quihi in Medina County, 
the site being generally southwest of San Antonio. 
This area would have become the family homestead 
except for the frequent Indian raids in the area. So, 
therefore, Dennis’s only surviving ancestors, his 
great-grandmother and his grandfather, still a young 
boy, walked to the Frelsburg area where they settled 
in the Peter Piper’s league and thus established the 
family homestead. By way of interest, Dennis still 
owns part of the original homestead tract — and was 
honored and recognized with other Texans at the 
Texas State Fair by then Texas Governor Dolph 
Briscoe as a heritage landowner which honors Texans 
for one hundred continuous years of family land 
ownership. 

On August 13, 1946, Dennis married Bessie 
Celestine Dvorak in St. Peter & Paul Catholic church 
located in Frelsburg. Bessie is the second child and 
oldest daughter of Vaclav and Mary Kulhanek 
Dvorak. Bessie’s ancestral family emigrated from 
Czechoslovakia to Texas in 1879 and settled on farms 


in the area around Fayetteville in Fayette County. 
From there the family moved to the Frelsburg area 
and established the family homestead. 

Upon their marriage, Dennis and Bessie moved 
to the Wall community in Tom Green County where 
they established residence on a farm which they 
maintain to the present day. They earn their living 
by dryland and irrigation row crop farming raising 
principally cotton and maize. Dennis also worked 
for twenty years with Mitsubishi Aircraft 
International, Inc. retiring from the company in 
1985. In that time he helped design production line 
techniques and aircraft components which greatly 
benefited the company. Bessie has been employed 
for over thirty years in the accounting departments 
of, first, the R.G. Barry Corporation, manufacturer 
of women’s shoes and currently with Digitech- 
SACE, manufacturer of electronic telephone com- 
ponents. 

Dennis and Bessie are members of St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church in Wall, where Dennis is a charter 
member of the Knights of Columbus and Bessie is a 
charter member of the Catholic Daughters of 
America. They have four children: Edward Lee, 
deceased; Dennis Wayne; Diana Marie who married 
Micky Len Virdell; Wilfred Herman who married 
Vonda Lou Brown. Dennis and Bessie have five 
grandchildren: Kevin Kyle and Keith Kole, children 
of Diana and Micky; and Mindy Lee, Blake Alan 
and Shelley Rae, children of Wilfred and Vonda. 

Dennis and Bessie enjoy a lifestyle with many and 
varied interests which primarily are centered on 
family and church. They are members of several 
community organizations and in his spare time 
Dennis enjoys tending to his pecan orchard, while 
Bessie uses her free time to do still life needlepoint 
embroidery. 

by Dennis H. Wilde 


WILDE, DONALD J. 


Donald Joe Wilde was born in San Angelo on June 
6, 1954. On July 21, 1979, he married Ruth Pelzel, 
who was born March 17, 1959, in San Angelo. They 
have one child, Joslynn Ann Wilde, who was born 
in San Angelo on April 15, 1983. 

Don, Ruth, and Joslynn reside in Wall, Texas, next 
to St. Ambrose Catholic Church, of which they are 
parish members. Don works with his father and 
brothers on their farms in Tom Green, Concho, 
Reagan, Upton, Pecos, and Glasscock Counties. 

Don’s major responsibility is taking care of 
equipment and maintenance of tractors and irrig- 
ation pumps. Ruth is employed at First City National 
Bank in San Angelo as an officer. Her jobs consists 
of supervising, safe keeping, new accounts, and 
certificates of deposit. 

Don’s parents are Edwin J. and Cordula Wilde of 
Wall. Ruth’s parents are Le Roy and Elaine Pelzel 
of the Miles community. 

Don graduated from Wall High School in 1972 
and from Angelo State University with a BS in 
animal science in 1976. Ruth graduated from Miles 
High School in 1977. 

by Donald J. Wilde 


WILDE, EDWIN J. 


Edwin Joe Wilde was born August 18, 1915, in 
Bethel, located in Runnels County. He married 
Cordula Elizabeth Strube July 8, 1946. Cordula was 
born on September 22, 1922, in Olfen. They have 


four children: John, married to Betty Jo Book; 
Melanie, married to Rusty Franklin; Donald, married 
to Ruth Pelzel; and Dale, married to Laura Miller. 
At present, Edwin and Cordula have seven grand- 
children. 

After their marriage, Edwin and Cordula made 
their home | 1/2 miles west of Wall on the fertile 
lands of the Lipan Flats. They have farmed all their 
lives and are members of the St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church in Wall. Cordula belongs to the Catholic 
Daughters of America, and Edwin belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus. 

Edwin and his brothers were responsible in 
helping to pioneer the St. Lawrence cotton farming 
area located 10 miles south of Garden City, in the 
mid-1940’s. 


Edwin J. Wilde Family 
Front row L-R: Dale, Cordula and Edwin J. Wilde. 
Back row L-R: Melanie, Donald and John Wilde 


The Edwin J. Wilde family presently owns and 
operates farms in six West Texas counties, stretching 
from the Concho Valley to the Pecos Valley. 

Edwin’s parents were the late W.H. and Annie 
Wilde, prominent cotton farmers in the Concho 
Valley. They resided in Bethel. W.H. Wilde repre- 
sented one of the first German farmers who migrated 
to Wall, Fairview, and Vancourt in the early 1920’s. 
The first land W.H. Wilde bought at Fairview was in 
1924, when it was still in its original state of prairie 
sod. The W.H. Wilde family proceeded with the 
acquiring of more farmland around Wall for the 
family’s seven children. W.H. and Annie were also 
responsible for helping start St. Ambrose Catholic 
Church in 1941. 

Cordula’s parents were A.W. and Matilda Strube 
who settled in Wall in 1933. A.W. Strube farmed in 
the Wall community and provided veterinary ser- 
vices for the area farmers. 

The Wilde family ancestors migrated from 
Westfalen, Germany in 1845-1846 with the Henri 
Castro colonists. They were one of the first ten 
families who settled and started the Quihi settlement 
outside of Castroville in Medina County. This was 
on March 4, 1846. 


The migration of the Wilde family into the Concho 
Valley is evident today, as their descendants inhabit 
this part of West Texas. 

by Dale Wilde 


WILDE, ELO G. and 
CORDELIA 


Elo G. Wilde and Cordelia Wilde 


Elo G. Wilde was born to Wilhelm (William) H. 
Wilde and Anna Gully Wilde on November 17, 
1905, at Bethel, south of Ballinger. 

He married Cordelia Kahlig, daughter of Alois 
Kahlig and Hattie Martens Kahlig, of Olfen, on May 
28, 1935. Six children were born to them: Erlene 
and Shirlene (twins), Anna, Richard, Ruby, and 
Harvey. 

Of seven children, Elo was the oldest son. He 
attended Union and Bethel schools in Runnels 
County, and for a time attended National Business 
College in Abilene. 

In 1928, Elo Wilde moved to Wall, and was one 
of the early pioneers of that area. He began to farm 
640 acres one-half mile west of Wall. The land was 
all grown up in Johnson grass, which he proceeded 
to kill out. Being a strong believer in soil and water 
conservation, Elo was the first farmer in the Wall 
area to practice contour farming. In later years, he 
was a director and officer of the Lipan Creek flood 
control district, which he, with the help of the Soil 
Conservation Service and former Congressman O.C. 
Fisher, initiated in 1960. 

Elo and Cordelia Wilde faced tough economic 
times following their marriage in 1935, in the middle 
of the Great Depression. Their wedding trip was 
cancelled because the crop had to be replanted, since 
it had been destroyed by a sandstorm two days 
before the wedding. In 1936, the crop was destroyed 
in the notorious flood of that year, and in 1937, the 
cotton crop was destroyed by hail on the first day of 
harvest. 

Through their strong faith and perseverance, how- 
ever, they managed to overcome these difficulties, 
and later acquired other lands in Tom Green, Reagan, 
and Glasscock counties. 

As achurch committee member in 1941, Elo was 
head of the building committee to obtain land for 
and to look after the construction of a Catholic church 
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in Wall for the newly established St. Ambrose 
Parish. The church was dedicated on December 7, 
1941. Elo and Cordelia were also instrumental in 
establishing the St. Lawrence community and St. 
Lawrence Catholic Church in Glasscock County. 

Elo was a charter member of both the St. Ambrose 
Men’s Society and the Wall council of Knights of 
Columbus. Cordelia was a charter member of the 
St. Helen’s Altar Society and did much charitable 
work for that organization. She also gave a consider- 
able amount of time in volunteer work at the San 
Angelo Center in Carlsbad. 

After almost 38 happy years together, Elo died on 
March 29, 1973; Cordelia passed away on December 
30, 1983. They are survived by their six children, 27 
grandchildren, and 16 great-grandchildren. 

It is a great comfort for these descendants to know 
that Elo and Cordelia Wilde will always be 
remembered for their honesty, integrity, and deter- 
mination, as evidenced by the comments and compli- 
ments of those who knew them well. 

by Harvey G. Wilde 


WILDE, FLORENCE 


Florence Wilde was born June 16, 1913, in Lott, 
Falls County. He started farming in Tom Green 
County in 1939. On November 24, 1941, he married 
Valeria Strube (born October 28, 1920). The wedding 
was at St. Ambrose Catholic Church at Wall. 
Florence served in the United States Army Air 
Corps during World War II from September 1942 
through November 1945. After his discharge, he 
again returned to the farm in Tom Green County two 
miles south of Wall. Florence and Valeria are 
members of St. Ambrose Catholic Church in Wall 
where Valeria is a member of the Catholic Daughters 
and Altar Society. The Florence Wildes lived and 
farmed in Tom Green County until 1953 when they 
moved to the St. Lawrence community south of 
Garden City, where they were some of the early 
pioneers of that farming community. 

The Florence Wildes owned and operated a farm 
and ranch in Reagan County for 27 years. In 1980 
they retired and built a home in Wall. Florence and 
Valeria have two daughters, Barbara Jane (born June 
20, 1945) and married to Rodney Bednarz of Slaton. 
They have 3 children: Marcus, Garett, and Jill. They 
reside at Slaton, Texas. Linda Kay (born May 22, 
1948) is married to Wendell Jones and has four 
children Kristi, Michael, Jennifer, and Karla. They 
reside at St. Lawrence. Florence Wilde’s parents were 
Edward and Minnie Wilde. The late A.W. Strube and 
Matilda Strube of Wall were Valeria’s parents. 

by Florence Wilde 


WILDE, JOHN W. and 
BETTY JO 


John William Wilde and Betty Jo Book were 
married on July 12, 1975, in San Angelo. John was 
born March 13, 1948, in San Angelo to Edwin J. 
and Cordula S. Wilde. He attended public school at 
Wall and later attended Angelo State University. He 
graduated from Texas A&M University in 1970 with 
a degree in Agricultural Engineering. Betty Jo Wilde 
was born September 19, 1950, in San Angelo to Felix 
P. and Anita H. Book. She attended Sacred Heart 
Catholic School and San Angelo Central High 
School. She also attended Angelo State University 
and graduated from the University of Texas Nursing 
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John and Betty Jo Wilde Family 
L to R: John, Betty Jo, Matthew, Doug and Julia 


School at San Antonio with a degree in Nursing. She 
is a registered nurse. 

John and Betty Jo have three children (in 1987): 
Douglas, born November 7, 1977; Matthew, born 
February 6, 1980; and Julia, born December 26, 
1984. Douglas and Matthew attend Fairview 
Elementary School and Joanna Marie was born 
February 6, 1990. 

The Wildes live east of San Angelo on Loop 306. 
They attend St. Ambrose Catholic Church in Wall 
where Betty Jo is a member of the Catholic 
Daughters. She is also a member of the Wall Young 
Homemakers organization. John is a member of the 
Wall Young Farmers organization. John and Betty 
Jo own and operate farms in Glasscock, Reagan, 
Upton, Pecos and Concho counties. 

by Dale Wilde 


WILDE, R.B. and ALICE 


Alice (Strube) Wilde was born on February 16, 
1917 in Olfen, Runnels County, coming to Wall, Tom 
Green County, with her parents in December 1933. 
She married Rinhold B. Wilde, on November 29, 
1939. Rinhold was born on May 14, 1911 in Rowena, 
Runnels County. 

They had nine children: (1) Merlene Wilde 
married Joe Kouba and lives in Austin, Texas; their 
children are Darrell, Eric, and Tammy, who is mar- 
ried to Stanley Jackson. They have two daughters, 
Amanda and Tiffiny. (2) Floyd Wilde married Sandra 
Seidenburg, living in St. Lawrence Community; they 
have three children, Gina, Neal, and Caryl. (3) Leroy 
Wilde married Virginia Niehues, living in St. 
Lawrence Community. They have three children, 
Deanna, Cheryl, and Jason. (4) Lorene Wilde mar- 
ried Jerry Franke; they live in Valrico, Florida. They 
have three children, Shawn, married to Loria Sturm, 
Shanna and Shane. (5) Sara Wilde married to Phil 
Everett, living in Odessa; they have one son, Rhine 


Christopher. (6) Betty Wilde married to Samuel 
Willberg, at present living at Alamogordo, New 
Mexico, where Samuel is a Master Sergeant in the 
Air Force. They have three boys, Scott, Brian, and 
Douglas. (7) Cathy Wilde, married to Glen Allison, 
living in San Angelo. They have three daughters, 
Heida, Heather and Hanna. (8) Olen Wilde lives in 
Eola, Texas, and (9) Wilfred Wilde lives in Wall. 

At present, Alice has nineteen grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. 

After marrying, Alice and Rinhold lived on a farm 
owned by Gabe Williams for nine years, which was 
located 1 1/2 miles southwest of Wall. They moved 
to the Lonny Wood farm located two miles south of 
Wall on Wood Road, living there for twenty-five 
years until Rinhold’s death. 

Alice now lives on land she inherited from her 
parents, one mile north of Wall on Bean Road. She 
is amember of St. Ambrose Catholic Church in Wall, 
a member of the Altar Society, Catholic Daughters, 
Home Extension Club, and Wall Quilting Club. 

R.B. and Alice bought land in Reagan County in 
1946; their son, Floyd, farms it. They also bought 
land in Concho County, six miles southeast of Eola. 
Olen farms it. 

Before his death on June 25, 1972, Rinhold was a 
member of St. Ambrose Catholic Church. He helped 
with the establishment of the parish, digging the 
foundation for the church and the parish priest house. 
He always helped with the fall festivals, making 
sausage on the Saturday before and helping cook 
sausage on the Sunday, then going back on Monday 
to help clean up the building and grounds. He was 
considered the best pinto bean cooker; he almost 
always helped with the cooking of beans for the 
famous big weddings in the Wall Community. 

by Alice Wilde 


WILEY - ANDERSON 


James Daniel Wiley was born September 2, 1860, 
in Coryell County. His parents were Stephen Jacob 
and Mary Ann (Hull) Wiley. 

In the Tom Green County census of 1880, 
James D. was living, as a boarder, with the Henry 
Schoonover family. His occupation was listed as 
“hog raiser.” In August of 1883, he bought property 
from his brother, William H., and was buying and 
selling property in Tom Green and Sterling counties 
until 1901. 

James D. married Sarah Jane Anderson April 22, 
1890, in Tom Green County. Their first child, Delia, 
was born “5 miles south of Sterling City’ March 
31, 1892. Delia’s birth certificate states her father 
was born in Coryell County, and her mother was born 
in Gillespie County. Delia married Walter Reed 
Trotter. They are both buried at Water Valley. 

Other children of James D. and Sarah J. are Ethel, 
who married Fred Edwards, and Pearl, who married 
Jack Brown. James D. died in August, 1924, and 
Sarah Jane died September 21, 1952. They are both 
buried in the Montvale Cemetery just south of 
Sterling City, Sterling County. 

by Harvey K. Wiley 


WILEY, CHARLIE and the 
“MAD STONE” 


Charles Thomas Cooper Wiley was born January 
1, 1905, in Tom Green County. His parents were John 
S. Gurley Wiley and Sarah Francis Clubb. When 


Charlie was a little over four years old, his mother 
died of heart trouble and Charlie went to live with 
his uncle, Thomas Jefferson Davis Wiley. Charlie’s 
brother was Marvin Raymond, who was born 
October 22, 1907, and married Manilla Mahan. His 
sisters were Mary Beatrice, who was born February 
10, 1906, and married Bowie Bazil Short; and Stella 
Mae, who was born May 3, 1909, and married 
Forrest Leonard Barka. With the death of their 
mother, the three younger children lived with the 
Clubb family. Their father, John S.G., died in June, 
1913, in Sheffield, Pecos County. 

In about 1914 on the T.J.D. Ranch in Sheffield, 
several of the Wiley boys, along with Charlie and 
some of the ranch hands, were sleeping outside. It 
had been reported there were some rabid skunks in 
the area, and everyone was on the watch for them. 

Everyone covered with tarps to keep the night 
moisture off while they slept. Henry Wiley (son of 
T.J.D. Wiley) woke up and saw a skunk coming into 
camp. He yelled, “Skunk!” and yanked the tarp over 
his head. Charlie was fast asleep and did not hear 
the alarm. His arm was out from under the tarp. The 
skunk jumped on Charlie’s arm and bit him on the 
inside of his forearm. With all the commotion, every- 
one woke, killed the skunk, and took Charlie to the 
ranch house. 

A day or so later, Charlie’s arm was quite infected. 
His Aunt Margarett was worried and started fussing 
to T.J.D. that Charlie might die if something wasn’t 
done. 

They had heard of a “Mad Stone” that would draw 
the poison out if the animal was rabid. T.J.D. and 
his son, Henry, took Charlie and headed for Ozona, 
where they had heard there was a “Mad Stone.” They 
couldn’t find one there but were told there was an 
old woman in San Angelo with a “Mad Stone.” It 
was roughly 120 miles to San Angelo from Sheffield, 
but they felt they must take Charlie there. 

When they got to San Angelo and finally found 
the old woman with the “Mad Stone,” she applied 
the stone to Charlie’s arm. It stayed on for about 45 
minutes and fell off. She put it back on the bitten 
area, and it stuck there all night. The third time it 
was applied, it didn’t stick. That meant all the poison 
had been drawn out by the “Mad Stone.” 

by Harvey Kennedy Wiley 


WILEY, STEPHEN JACOB 


Stephen Jacob Wiley was born April 10, 1826, in 
Texas. His parents were John Wiley and Nancy 
Fulcher. His brothers were James L., married Anne 
E. Fergurson, and Charles, who never married. His 
sisters: Mary Ann married Jacob N. Grubb, Sarah 
Ann married Alvin Perkins, Matilda Jane married, 
first, William H. Scudday, married second, Micaja 
L. Hull. 

Stephen J. came to Tom Green County from 
Coryell County in about 1875, bringing with him 
his wife Mary Ann (Hull), and their first 11 children, 
all born in Texas. Their children were: William 
H.P., born 1857, married Nancy Ellen Curry; Malissa 
Jane, born 1858, married James Irwin Westfall; 
James Daniel, born 1860, married Sarah Jane 
Anderson, April 22, 1890, in Tom Green County; 
Thomas Jefferson Davis, born 1861, married 
Margarett Elender Votaw December 28, 1879, in Tom 
Green County; John S.G., born 1862, married Sarah 
Francis Clubb in 1904 in Tom Green County; 
Malinda P. born 1865, married, second Marvin C. 
Mitchell; Matilda J., born 1867, married Robert 


Aaron Qualls in 1884 in Tom Green County; Mary 
Ellen, born 1869, married Charles Edward White in 
1886 in Tom Green County; Ola J., born 1870; 
George J., born 1872, died 1894 and buried in 
Montvale Cemetery, Sterling City; Martha A., born 
1874, married William Abbs in 1897 in Sterling 
County; Sarah Louise, born 1875 in Tom Green 
County, married L.K. Burr in 1895 in Sterling 
County; Samuel C., born 1877 in Tom Green County. 

Stephen J. bought land and ranched in Tom 
Green and Sterling counties until his death, March 
11, 1912. Mary Ann (Hull) Wiley (born October 4, 
1834, in Kentucky) died December 15, 1908. They 
are both buried in the Montvale Cemetery near 
Sterling City, Sterling County. 

Records in Coryell County, show Stephen J. Wiley 
sold 160 acres of land in 1863, bought 100 acres 
eight miles above the town of Gatesville in 1869, 
and sold the same 100 acres in January, 1875. 

According to Mrs. Malinda P. (Wiley) Mitchell, 
Stephen J. and his brother hunted buffalo in Tom 
Green County in 1876. They also lived in a “picket 
house”’ while in the Water Valley area of Tom Green 
County before moving to Sterling County. 

by Harvey Kennedy Wiley 


WILEY, THOMAS 
JEFFERSON DAVIS 


Thomas Jefferson Davis Wiley and wife, Margarett 
Elender Votaw. About 1890 


Thomas Jefferson Davis (T.J.D.) Wiley was born 
November 28, 1861, in Coryell County, Texas, to 
Stephen Jacob and Mary Ann (Hull) Wiley. He was 
14 years old when he came to Tom Green County 
with his parents in 1875. His parents were ranching 
people and bought property in Tom Green County, 
where they raised cattle, horses, and sheep. 

T.J.D. married Margarett Elender Votaw in Tom 
Green County on November 28, 1879. He was 18 
and she was 14. Margarett’s parents were Thomas 
B. and Matilda (Vest) Votaw. At least four of T.J.D.’s 
children were born in Tom Green County. 

In the late 1880's, T.J.D. moved his family to Irion 
County, then on to Pecos County, where he bought 
ranch property to raise cattle, horses, and sheep. He 
registered his marks and brands a slate as 1912 in 
Pecos County. Margarett registered her marks and 
brands for horses and cattle on October 4, 1898, and 
again in January, 1909. 

Although T.J.D. and Margarett loved the ranch in 
Pecos County, they longed to be back in San Angelo. 
Finally in 1923, they decided their grown sons could 
run the ranch. They went back to San Angelo and 
bought a home at 821 North Jackson. This was a 
large gabled, rambling house that could 
accommodate two or three families. 

Family life meant a great deal to them and they 
seemed to have some of the children and grand- 
children visiting with them most of the time. At least 


one grandchild, Madelene Carrell, was born in this 
house, on April 25, 1924. 

In March 1931, Margarett became ill quite sud- 
denly and on March 9, 1931, Dr. C.J. Keyes pro- 
nounced her dead of mastoiditis. 

In late 1931, T.J.D. was diagnosed by Dr. C.J. 
Keyes as having skin cancer on his face and neck. 
Although ill, he still made trips to Sheffield, Pecos 
County, to check on his ranch and help his family. 
His daughter Marget (Maggie) and her husband, 
Henry Carrell, stayed in the home and cared for 
T.J.D. until his death, November 16, 1934. T.J.D. 
and Margarett are buried in Fairmount Cemetery in 
San Angelo. The “old Wiley place”’ was sold in the 
1940’s by their oldest son, Isaac D. Wiley. 

The children are Isaac D., born December 18, 
1880; William Henry, December 31, 1882; Thomas 
Bailey, June 3, 1884; Matilda Tennissee, December 
30, 1885; Francis Coralee, April 13, 1888; Jay B., 
October 24, 1889; Myrtle Jane, February 7, 1895; 
Marget Elender, May 11, 1904. 

by Harvey Kennedy Wiley 


WILKE, LEROY A. 


Leroy Adolf (L.A.) Wilke, son of Adolf Fritz 
Wilke and Mattie Elvira Yett, was born just north of 
Austin, Texas, in a community of railroad workers 
known as Waters Park, June 16, 1897. He grew up 
in Ballinger, Texas, delivering newspapers for The 
Ledger, Dallas News, and the Ft. Worth Record. 
Leroy began his newspaper career in earnest as a 
reporter for the San Angelo Sun, after spending $3 
for a book entitled “How to Write and Sell for 
Newspapers” and $5 on an old typewriter. In 1915 
and only 18 years old, he was sent to the hotel to 
interview a visiting sheriff. Before he left that 
interview, he ended up owning the Big Lake News. 
On Christmas Eve of that same year, he boarded a 
train for San Angelo in order to spend Christmas with 
his fiancee, Viola Helen Anderson. He stopped at a 
small jewelry store near the old Santa Fe depot. The 
jeweler wanted $5 for a Concho pearl engagement 
ring, but he only had a $4.80 check from the Star- 
Telegram. Because it was Christmas Eve, the jeweler 
accepted the check as payment in full. Leroy and 
Viola were married the following June. 

From this humble beginning, L.A. Wilke made a 
name for himself in the newspaper business. He 
wrote for the Austin American and the Ft. Worth 
Record, contributed to both Associated Press and 
United Press International news wires, became city 
editor of the Ft. Worth Press in 1923, and nine years 
later moved to Ohio as a reporter for the Cleveland 
Press. He returned to Texas in 1934 as city editor 
for the El Paso Herald-Post. More lucrative 
adventures awaited him as he wrote for the tourist 
industry of Texas, managed the Chamber of 
Commerce in Gainsville and Sweetwater, edited the 
West Texas Chamber of Commerce magazine in 
Abilene, and free-lanced for Price Daniel during the 
1956 Governor campaign. He took to outdoor writing 
like a duck takes to water. Hunting and fishing were 
natural talents and somehow, there was always a 
story that needed to be told. From 1963-1967, L.A. 
was editor of the Texas Fish and Game Magazine. 
Then in 1973, he compiled all his notes and some of 
his secrets into a book entitled “Fishing Holes of 
Texas.” It was his belief that “every man should know 
where there is a handy fishing hole.” 

L.A. and Viola had two daughters, Helen Lorene 
(Mrs. A.O. Wynn) born June 9, 1919 in Dallas and 
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Betty Jean (Hudman) born September 25, 1928 in 
Ft. Worth. Two grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren complete their posterity. L.A. Wilke 
passed away December 11, 1984 in Austin, Texas, 
at the age of 87. 

by Carol Wynn Early 


WILKE, VIOLA 


Viola Helen Wilke, nee Anderson, was born to 
Richard Alexander Anderson and Martha Araminta 
Gafford April 27, 1898 in San Angelo, Texas. She 
married Leroy Adolf Wilke June 11, 1916, when she 
was only 18 years old, a marriage which lasted 67 
years. 

Viola was well-known as an antique doll collector 
and took extensive courses in doll repair. Paying 
considerable attention to detail, Viola was careful 
to use only those materials available at the original 
time of construction in her restorations. 

The summer of 1939, Viola and her husband 
visited the San Diego Zoo. She quickly became fas- 
cinated by the penguin exhibit and began collecting 
little ceramic penguins wherever she went. Family 
and friends helped her add to the collection. There 
were penguins in top hats and penguins with bow 
ties, penguins 2 feet high and penguins no more than 
a centimeter, salt and pepper penguins and piggy 
bank penguins. Each and every penguin was lovingly 
dusted one at a time with a cloth several times a 
year. At last count, the collection numbered well over 
1000. It may be seen intact at Kirby Hall School on 
West 29th Street in Austin. 

Viola passed away July 25, 1983 in Austin, Texas 
at the age of 85. 

by Mrs. Carol Wynn Early 


WILLBORN, PATRICIA GREY 
(YOUNG) 


Patricia Grey (Young) Willborn and Robert Glenn 
Willborn 


Patricia Grey Young (Pat) Willborn was born 
September 21, 1937, in San Angelo, Texas. Her 
parents were Ernest Edgar and Verna Lois (Leach) 
Young. She attended the San Angelo public schools 
graduating in 1955. She finished San Angelo Junior 
College in 1957. 
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At Texas Technological University, she received 
her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1959, with a major in 
speech therapy. 

Following her graduation, she taught speech 
therapy four years in the Snyder, Texas, public 
schools. 

In the summer of 1957, she worked as a clerk 
typist for the General Services Administration in 
Washington, D.C. 

Patricia and two friends toured Europe for three 
months in the summer of 1961. While there, they 
visited her brother, Marcus, who was stationed in 
the U.S. Army Dental Corps in Stuttgart, Germany. 

On June 8, 1963, Patricia married Robert Glenn 
Willborn (Bob) of San Angelo. His parents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Ervin Willborn, currently of Odessa, Texas. 

Robert finished Texas Technological University 
in 1960, majoring in petroleum engineering. He is 
at present the General Manager — Drilling, Union 
Texas Petroleum of Houston. 

Being an engineer for an oil company has caused 
the family to make a number of moves. One of the 
most interesting in the United States was Lafayette, 
Louisiana, where they lived 10 years. Robert has 
overseen drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, Red, 
Mediterranean and North Seas, Dubai, Pakistan, 
Indonesia, Columbia, Spain, and France. The family 
lived in Spain for 6 months and London for 3 1/2 
years. They now live in Houston. 

While in Lafayette, Patricia completed a 
correspondence course to become a certified 
Braillest, from the Library of Congress, Washington, 
D.C. Patricia served as a resource teacher to the blind 
and visually handicapped in Lafayette for 7 months. 
While in Lafayette, she was an active Delta Gamma 
alum and helped to transcribe the proposed revised 
Louisiana State Constitution into Braille. 


z 
Tim Willborn, 15 years, 1986 and Stacye Willborn, 
21 years, 1986 


Patricia and Robert have two children: Stacye 
Camille, born February 3, 1965, and Timothy (Tim) 
Young Willborn, born February 19, 1971. Stacye will 
be a 1987 graduate of Texas University, majoring in 
petroleum engineering. Timothy is a sophomore in 
Memorial High School in Houston. 


The Willborns attend Terrace United Methodist 
Church. 
by Lois Young 


WILLEKE, ANTON 


Anton Willeke came to the United States two years 
after his brother John. He also was a stone mason. 
Anton never married but always lived with John and 
Mary and their family who affectionately called 
him, “Uncle.” Language difficulties failed to bother 
Anton even in the early months, in spite of his 
Prussian heritage, for when he arrived he had no 
knowledge of English. He used a little book of 
English phrases to talk for awhile, but it wasn’t hard 
to learn the language. 


Willeke Family 

This picture taken early 1900s shows the Willeke 
Brothers Anton Willeke and John Willeke sitting side 
by side on the front row; next is Theodore “Doc” 
Willeke (youngest child) and John Willeke, Jr. 
Standing on back row L-R: Joe Willeke, Carrie 
Willeke Edmondson (mother of Mrs. Carl Lonon), 
Anna Willeke and Mary Willeke Schneemann 
(standing at extreme right). Not pictured is Anthony 
“Tony” Willeke and a young son, Leo (deceased). 
All of the persons pictures are children of John 
Willeke and his wife, Mary (Schulze) Willeke, who 
died in 1906. 


Together John and Anton formed the Willeke 
Brothers Contracting business and built many houses 
and business buildings in early San Angelo. 

Susan Miles, a most reliable historian, interviewed 
Anton at one time and said he laughingly told her 
when the first Sacred Heart Church was being built 
he told the pastor, Father Pairier, “I will give you a 
barrel of lime for every bottle of beer you can drink.” 
There is no record of the totals, either the lime or the 
beer! 

John did the figuring on the contracts. It was said 
he could be given a set of figures, either to add, 
multiply or divide and his mind acted automatically 
to provide the right answer. 

Anton managed the workmen. In those days coffee 
breaks were unknown. It seems stone masons or 
bricklayers were paid $6.00, carpenters $2.50 to 
$3.00 and common laborers $1.25 per day. 

Another brother, August, joined his brothers. He 
too had learned the trade, but did not particularly 
care for it. August spent some time in the Spanish 
American War where he was injured. When he died 
a military funeral was one of the most impressive 
ever conducted here. 

When the Willeke brothers were idle, for one 
reason or another or no commercial work going, they 
built houses for themselves. Two of these were on 
College Street (now Koberlin) built in the 1880’s. 
Phillip Templeton had occasion to secure one of 
these hoping to rebuild it on his property near the 


San Angelo Country Club. In moving the rocks he 
numbered them assuring that the old house would 
have every rock in its proper place when reas- 
sembled. Some of the rock weighed over 100 Ibs.; 
the ones over the windows 300 pounds. Wood 
sheeting was used instead of sheet rock in the original 
structure. Old wrought iron nails with square or 
rectangular heads were used. The wood shell was 
moved and stones back in their original place and 
the gleaming wooden floors and walls. 

The Templetons have fulfilled their dream and the 
Willeke brothers would surely have been pleased to 
know the house is being cherished so many years 
later and for many years to come. 

by Mary M. Lonon 


WILLEKE, JOHN 


John Willeke came to the United States in 1880 
from Westphalia, Germany, to avoid serving three 
years in the Army, because the government would 
wait until he was 21 years old to call him. He would 
not have minded had they called him at 18. 

He arrived in New York and went to West Virginia 
where an uncle lived. Anton Willeke, a brother, 
followed two years later. Both being stone masons, 
a trade their father taught them, they rejoined in 
Lampasas where a courthouse was being constructed. 
From there they came to San Angelo in a wagon. A 
friend told them, “When you go, you will have to 
carry a six shooter in every pocket.” They visioned 
an Indian behind every tree and a bad man at every 
turn. A single action pistol was purchased but never 
fired except once accidentally. John said there were 
plenty of bad men in Texas, but the best way to stay 
out of trouble was to stay away from it and leave 
your gun at home. 

The Willeke brothers worked on the first Tom 
Green courthouse. Their first contract in 1885 was 
to build a rock school on Magdalen Street. They tore 
down the ruins of Ben Ficklin Courthouse to get the 
rock. Later the building was added to, bricked, 
became the Administration Building and burned in 
1981. Some of the Ben Ficklin rock may be seen in 
a stone fence on South Park. 

They also erected the original jail and did the 
remodeling in 1917, which has been torn down. The 
stones were stored at Fort Concho and were used to 
rebuild the post hospital at Fort Concho. 

The Willeke brothers constructed the old Sacred 
Heart Church where Mrs. Willeke’s funeral was the 
first from the structure in its last days of construction 
in 1906. 

They worked with the late Oscar Ruffini and were 
responsible for building the first Landon Hotel, the 
original St. John’s Hospital, the old Ragsdale 
Building, the Neely, across from the Town House, 
the old Rust Building, the Probandt Building (later 
Montgomery Ward), Old Guaranty State Bank (later 
Monarch Tile offices), the Catholic churches in 
Rowena and Olfen, Old Opera House in Miles, Old 
Wool Growers Central Storage on 5th Street (now 
the Peddler, built from original rock walls that 
formed a corral for cavalry horses at Ft. Concho), 
the Beauregard and Chadbourne Street Bridges, the 
R.A. Hall residence and many more. They once 
claimed to have constructed at least two buildings, 
homes or businesses in every block of early San 
Angelo. 

Where some have left footprints on the sands of 
time, the Willekes as builders left an artistic mark in 


stone on West Texas that will last a considerable 
length of time. 


JOHN WILLEKE HOME 
“ROCK HOUSE” 


John Willeke Home, built 1884 
941 E. Harris Ave. 


Most recently home of Mary Margaret “Tot” Lonon 
and Carrie Edmondson 


When John Willeke married the former Mary 
Scholz in Merenfield (now Stanton) and came to San 
Angelo November 11, 1884, it was only a small 
community of about 400 persons. Those who had 
been in the Ben Ficklin flood and had their homes 
washed away had filled the town. John told his wife 
it looked bad for a place to stay. She immediately 
said, “John, let’s buy a big tent and we will get 
along.” That made him proud. 

Anton, John’s brother, had joined them at this time. 
They bought nearly an acre of land out east of town 
(as the old saying goes) one mile across the draw 
(Main Street) for $250.00 from an old timer named 
Ryan. 

They built their house of stone they quarried and 
with mortar made with water carried from the Main 
Concho River, nearly a half mile away. Its walls are 
18” thick. The original posts on the front porch are 
still there as are the original windows. 

As the family grew, the stone house grew. There 
were nine children born of this union. All but the 
first was born in this home. 

The house is so solid that years ago neighbors, 
instead of taking to the storm cellar, would come to 
the Willeke’s to escape the ravages of tornado winds. 

The Willeke Brothers operated a stone yard in the 
400 block of East Harris. However, it was difficult 
to locate stone as fast as they needed it. It is said 
they traded a team and a little cash for 320 acres 
from the late John R. Nasworthy, six miles southwest 
and opened quarries there. Using two teams of 
burros or oxen to haul loads of stone one day, 
remaining overnight, the next day they would go for 
another load, that way they kept a supply on hand. 
They gradually added to the ranch property and it 
continues to yield vast quantities of stone — in recent 
years a million yards for rip rap for Three Rivers 
Dam and the railroad; and now the highways and 
paving. 

The old cart in which the Willeke Brothers toted 
mortar is still at the home along with tongs they used 
to lift the heavy rock. There are some mesquite trees 
in the yard that were there when the house was built. 

When the town was “laid out”’ the Willeke home 
was not on the street and faces east, where the other 
houses face north and south. However, it retains the 
941 East Harris address. 

Mrs. Carl (Mary Margaret) Lonon, granddaughter 
of John and Mary, lived there for her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren to enjoy and 
cherish all the wonderful memories. 

by Mary M. Lonon 


WILLIAMS, DAVID 


David Williams was born in 1849 in the state of 
New York. His family consisted of his parents Mr. 
and Mrs. J.C. Williams of Farmer Village, now 
Interlaken, in south central New York, his older 
brother, Ransom, and his sister Olive. David attended 
Cornell University for two years. 

In September of 1877, David Williams and his 
brother, Ransom, along with George Rappleye, and 
George’s cousin, Newton Rappleye, arrived in 
Austin, Texas, in search of land with which to begin 
a ranching venture. Later, at San Antonio they 
formed a party with several other buyers, made a 
tour of South Texas and purchased a small flock of 
Mexican sheep which they drove back to a camp a 
few miles east of San Antonio. Here they wintered 
their sheep but moved to Cow Gap, near Brady, in 
the late summer of 1878. Ransom Williams did not 
stay as he had a family in New York and Newton 
Rappleye left for California on a private venture. 

Newton’s interest was sold to a man they had met 
in San Antonio, Jacob W. Knapp. The three partners 
headed north and west and on August 13, 1879 made 
their last and permanent camp on the North Concho 
River about 25 miles above Fort Concho and four 
miles above the present town of Water Valley. They 
immediately began to acquire land and expand their 
flocks. 

David Williams was the acknowledged leader and 
inspiration for this ranching venture. Under his 
planning and directing, with Jacob Knapp building 
and caring for all maintenance problems, and George 
Rappleye supervising the sheep, it was an ideal 
partnership. 

Wool sold for 19¢ to 22¢ per pound and most was 
hauled overland to San Antonio to market. In 1880, 
David Williams made a 700 mile round trip for such 
a purpose and it took six weeks. The route went from 
Fort Concho through Kickapoo Springs, 
Menardville, Mason, Fredericksburg and Boerne. 
They picked up their mail at Ben Ficklin. 

Because of the friendliness of the three partners, 
neighbors up and down the river were constantly 
stopping by and the “Bachelor Hall” usually had 
extra guests for the nights. The Smissens, Wades, 
Turners, John Findlater, and others were frequent 
guests and it was a foregone conclusion that the 
visiting ministers must stay at their house. 

David Williams was selected to be one of the 
trustees of the little school meeting in the area. He 
secured a post office, named “Yandell” and began 
working toward securing a public road from San 
Angelo to Colorado City. 

In 1884, David Williams married Helen Rappleye, 
niece of George Rappleye. 

David Williams’ tragic death by drowning in the 
North Concho River in 1888 in a vain attempt to 
swim the rain-swollen river, in order to save some 
marooned rams, brought to an end the career of an 
excellent public servant and his untimely death was 
a blow to the entire area. 

by Mary Lou McBride and Thomas & 
JoAn Earnest and Elton T. Mims 


WILLIAMS, FRED and 
LYDA (MEEK) 


Fred Williams, Sr., and Elizabeth Ray Smith were 
married in San Angelo June 8, 1909. Elizabeth was 
the daughter of pioneer physician Dr. $.L.S. Smith 
and his wife Elizabeth Potter Smith. Fred was the 
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Fred Williams, Jr. 


son of W.L. and Lucinda Williams. He was one of 
San Angelo’s early businessmen, having the Harley- 
Davidson motorcycle dealership in the early 
twenties. Fred and Elizabeth had four children: 
Katharine, William L., Betty Lou and Fred, Jr. 
Fred, Jr., born August 11, 1920, was my father. 
He attended Lake View schools. Ranch work, 
hunting and trapping were important parts of his life. 


Lyda Meek Williams 


One day at a local swimming hole (then Kirby 
Dam) a young lady saw a cowboy across the river. I 
think that’s when my mother learned to swim. Fred 
married Lyda Maureen Meek August 22,1942 at a 
local Methodist church. They lived in San Angelo, 
except for a brief period when Fred worked on a 
ranch near McCamey. My brother, Frederick Randall 
Williams, was born October 13, 1945, and I, 
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Elizabeth Ray Williams, December 1, 1956. We both 
graduated from Lake View High School. 

My brother Randy works on the McElroy ranch 
at Crane, only a few miles from where our father 
once worked. His son, James Randall Williams, 
returned from service in the U.S. Army. His daughter, 
Fredericka Lee Williams, is a 1987 high school 
graduate and attended college. 

I married John Crow of Eastland and we have one 
daughter Mandi Michelle, born March 7, 1977. 

Although neither my brother nor I live in Tom 
Green County, our heritage of early San Angelo and 
Fort Concho is very important to us. To be named 
Frederick and Elizabeth after our grandparents, who 
played a part in San Angelo history, has been a 
privilege for us. 

My mother, Lyda Meek Williams, has worked at 
Fort Concho museum as a guide. She is a charter 
member of the Northside Church of Christ. 

Frederick Williams, Jr., died August 9, 1969 in 
San Angelo. He is buried in Fairmount Cemetery in 
the Smith family plot. Also buried there is Edith 
Grierson, daughter of Col. Benjamin Grierson, who 
commanded Fort Concho during the service of my 
father’s grandfather, Dr. S.L.S. Smith. 

by Liz Crow 


WILLIG, BILLY W. 


Billy W. Willig was born March 11, 1929, to Bruno 
William and Mary S. Willig. He and Lanelle mar- 
ried September 11, 1951, and have two children, 
Bruce Wayne (October 11, 1954) and Jane Lynn 
(April 12, 1957). He graduated from San Angelo 
Central High School in 1946, attended San Angelo 
Junior College, 1946-47, and received a B.S. in 
mechanical engineering from University of Texas 
in June 1951. Since then, except for two years in 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, he has been president 
of Western Iron Works, a machine shop and gray 
iron foundry specializing in municipal castings. 

Billy is an ordained deacon, elder, and trustee of 
St. Mark Presbyterian Church, serving on active 
session 25 of the last 30 years. He has sung in the 
choir and been a sponsor of youth fellowship. 

Billy is an Eagle Scout with Order of the Arrow, 
Woodbadge 1976, Scouters’ Key and Scout Masters’ 
Awards. He served as Troop Committee Chairman 
for Troop 22 from 1954 until the 1965 Sea Scout 
Ship 22, which he led until 1979. He was vice- 
president of the Concho Valley Council, in charge 
of Exploring, from 1976-78; Council Commissioner, 
1979-80; vice-president, Program, 1983-present. He 
received the Silver Beaver award in 1976. He was 
Concho Valley Council president, 1980-1983; 
National Council Member, 1981 to present, and 
South Central Region Area VI vice president, 1984 
to present. 

He has provided active leadership in the Chamber 
of Commerce, San Angelo Industries, Inc., West 
Texas Industrial Development Corporation, West 
Texas Chamber of Commerce, San Angelo 
Manufacturers Association, Concho Valley Private 
Industry Council, Highway 87 Improvement 
Committee, YMCA, SAISD as Trustee, Texas 
Association of School Boards as Trustee, Texas 
School Services Foundation, Unemployment 
Compensation Trust (for TASB), City Council 
Advisory Committees, San Angelo Rotary Club, 
Salvation Army, PTA, ASU Ex-Students Association. 

He was named Citizen of the Year, City of San 
Angelo, 1979; Texas Industrial Development 


Council Volunteer of the Year, 1983; Outstanding 
Economic Developer, San Angelo Chamber of 
Commerce, 1982; ASU Alumni of the year, 1984. 
He is listed in Who’s Who in the South and 
Southwest, Who’s Who in Finance and Industry, and 
Who’s Who in the World. 

He is affiliated with the American Foundrymen’s 
Society, Texas Association of Business, Concho Suez 
Shrine, Dallas Scottish Rite, Masonic Lodge #570, 
Concho Yacht Club (Commodore 1964). 

by Billy W. Willig 


WILLIG, MARTHA (MARY) 
(BARTH) 


Mary S. Willig 


Martha (Mary) Sophia Barth was born March 7, 
1895. She is the daughter of a pioneer family, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frederick August Barth of Eddy, Falls 
County, Texas. 

She taught in the public schools for five years. 
While teaching at the Knickerbocker School, she 
met and married Bruno William Willig, June 6, 
1923. 

In 1924, Billy and Mary built the Western Iron 
Works, a machine shop and gray iron foundry. They 
operated this plant as co-owners until November of 
1930, when Billy was accidentally injured and died. 

On March 11, 1929, their only child, Billy W. was 
born. 

After Billy’s death, Mary was sole owner and had 
complete charge of operating Western Iron Works. 
In 1938, The Associated Press carried a story that 
Mary was the only woman in the U.S. that owned, 
managed and operated a machine shop and foundry. 
She was in complete charge of the plant, until her 
only child, Billy Winston Willig, graduated from 
Texas University in 1951 and served two years in 
the Army. 

Mary organized a Boy Scout Cub Pack of 11 boys 
in the late 1930’s in North Angelo, and was den 
mother for five years. 

In 1963, Mary was elected president of the Altrusa 
Club of San Angelo. In 1965, she began working 
with the Altrusa Club to organize a Bicycle Safety 
program in the 21 elementary schools. She was 
elected chairman of this program from 1965 to 1985. 


During these 20 years, the Club had a Mary Willig 
traveling trophy, won by one of the 21 schools each 
of the 20 years. There were approximately 8,000 to 
9,000 pupils in the elementary schools each year, 
receiving the Bicycle Safety training program. 

If there were 8,500 each year for 20 years, that 
would be 170,000 pupils that received the safety 
program. 

by Mary Barth Willig 


WILSON - BOATRIGHT 


Robert Lee Wilson. and Beulah Lee Boatright, 
Wedding picture - January 17, 1915. Taken in San 
Angelo 


Robert Lee Wilson was born October 13, 1888, in 
Comanche County, Texas. He was the son of James 
Nathaniel Wilson and Margaret Elizabeth Cox. 
“Rob” married Beulah Lee Boatright on January 17, 
1915 in San Angelo. Beulah was the daughter of 
Winfred W. Boatright and Nancy Elizabeth Miears. 

Five children were born to them; Rainie Lee, 
Cecil, Raymond, Ozella and Don. Rob and his family 
farmed near Miles, Texas in the Klattenhoff 
community. The Wilsons were active members of 
the Baptist Church, and many of their activities 
centered around community church functions. 
Families frequently got together to enjoy their own 
entertainment. A popular pastime was to gather at 
night and tell ghost stories or “story” stories, real or 
imagined. One such story was of the “Lone Tree.” 
The lone tree was a large oak tree that stood out in 
the open pasture all by itself near the Wilson place. 
Treasures were believed to have been buried beneath 
this tree. One family member remembers it this way; 
A wagon train was raided by Indians years ago and 
for protection, they circled around this particular lone 
tree and quickly buried all their valuables. The 
Indians left but returned, killing all those still 
remaining. People came for years in search of these 
treasures. Late at night a light could be seen from 
the Wilson house down by the “lone tree” as people 
searched. One man is said to have uncovered 
something, but would not reveal the details of his 
findings. Another version of this story is that the 
buried treasure was money stolen by bank or train 
robbers from Big Spring and buried beneath the tree. 


Along with the fun, there were hard times and 
during the Depression, the Wilsons were forced to 
abandon farm life and move to San Angelo, where 
they resided until Rob’s death. He retired in 1957 
from Goodfellow Air Force Base, and spent many 
days of his retirement at his favorite pastime, fishing. 
He died December 20, 1962, and is buried in Miles 
Cemetery. Beulah continued to live in San Angelo 
for a number of years, but is presently residing in 
Brownfield, Texas. 

Only two of their five children are still living, 
Raymond and Don, and many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

by Holly Keeney 


WILSON - COX 


James Nathaniel Wilson was born September 16, 
1844 in Georgia. His parents were Tom Wilson and 
Margaret Nowlin (Nolan). He married Margaret 
Elizabeth Cox in 1867 in Comanche County, Texas. 
The Wilson and Cox families both settled in 
Comanche County about 1860 and were stock 
raisers. 

One night the stock, horses and milk cows were 
raided by Indians. All their horses were taken to an 
Indian camp at the headwaters of Dove Creek near 
San Angelo. Twelve men chased after the Indians. 
Two were brothers of Margaret Cox Wilson. A battle 
began and one man escaped to go for help. When 
help returned to Dove Creek, the Indians and horses 
were gone and all the white men had been killed and 
scalped except for the two Cox brothers. It was said 
that Indians didn’t scalp people they knew and the 
Indians knew the Cox brothers from previous raids 
on their stock. At the camp of the Indians they found 
pecans racked up for the winter as high as a two- 
story building. This story was told to me by the 
grandson of James Nathaniel and Margaret Cox 
Wilson, Cecil Wilson. 

Ten children were born to James Nathaniel and 
Margaret: Thomas, Kasias, Sarah (Sinie), James, 
Lina, George M., Robert Lee, John Anderson, 
William, and Sally. 


James Nathaniel Wilson and his wife, Margaret 
Elizabeth Cox, with son’s Robert in the wagon and 
John on horseback. About 1910 on their farm. 


In about 1900, the family left Comanche County 
and headed for New Mexico to homestead some 
property. When they arrived at the Pecos River they 
were unable to take their cattle into New Mexico 
because of a quarantine. They were forced to turn 
around and make camp for the winter on land 
belonging to what is now the Shannon Estate where 
they were allowed to graze their cattle in exchange 
for labor for Mr. Shannon. When spring arrived they 
headed back east and settled about five miles west 
of Miles, Texas, in the Klattenhoff Community, 


where they purchased a small farm. Here they resided 
until their deaths. 

Margaret Cox Wilson died after a long illness with 
cancer. She had been a Christian for 35 years and 
was a Baptist. James Nathaniel died August 1, 1919, 
in Miles, Texas, in the middle of town. A sack of 
oats upon which he sat shifted while driving his 
wagon, throwing him to the ground and crushing his 
chest under the wagon wheel. Mr. Wilson was known 
and loved by everyone. He and his wife are buried 
in the Miles Cemetery. 

by Holly Keeney 


WILSON, ELZIE W., JR. 


Elzie W. Wilson, Jr., was born May 26, 1928, in 
San Angelo to Elzie W. and Lillie Mae (Sanders) 
Wilson. He attended grade school at John H. 
Reagan, Lake View, San Jacinto, and Edison Junior 
High. He started working after school at the Little 
Wizard grocery store, later at the stockyards. He 
learned to butcher at M System on North Chadbourne 
Street; leaving the M System, he went to Famous 
Market, then Safeway on West Beauregard. He quit 
the grocery stores and went to work for Dairyland 
Creamery making ice cream. When Gandy’s 
Creamery bought out Dairyland, he stayed on with 
Gandy’s for a year or so. He decided at the ripe age 
of 17 he was tired of working for someone else, quit 
his job and went into business for himself buying, 
trading, and selling anything to make a dollar. 

On August 24, 1947, he married Helen Irene 
Wilson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Luther M. Wilson. 
E.W. started hauling concrete material to local 
builders in 1949, shoveling it on and off of a flat bed 
truck. He was buying one piece of machinery at a 
time until he started Wilson Paving Company. 

In 1954, E.W. started playing the bass fiddle with 
a local group. This group played for schools and other 
organizations. When TV came to San Angelo they 
had a TV program every Saturday afternoon. The 
group also had the Saturday Night Round Up at the 
City Auditorium, bringing in big name stars. He 
played with the band until they disbanded due to the 
death of one of the members. 

In 1958, E.W. bought the first Hotmix Asphalt 
Plant and brought it to San Angelo. His business 
grew, paving streets for the surrounding cities and 
growing to do state and federal jobs. On March 28, 
1961, Paul Wesley was born in Grayson County and 
adopted in June of the same year by E. W. and Helen. 
December 1962 the family joined the San Angelo 
Saddle Club, which had been organized in 
November. The Wilsons adopted a baby girl, 
Suzanne Denise, born April 4, 1964, in Bexar 
County. 

E.W. bought a ranch in Val Verde County in 1965. 
He ranched there until 1972 when he sold it to the 
Coors distributor in Del Rio. He bought a ranch in 
Tom Green County on the North Concho River the 
next year. 

In 1972, the North Angelo Lions Club was 
organized and E.W. was a charter member. He was 
elected San Angelo Saddle Club president in 1972 
after serving as VP for several years. He organized a 
Cowboy Polo Team in the Saddle Club in 1972. He 
had played cowboy polo for several years with the 
World Champs. He continued to play until 1982. In 
1972 he entered politics, running for County 
Commissioner, Precinct 3, and he won. His goal 
was to stop the county from building private roads 
in subdivisions and on the ranches. During his terms 
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of office he worked to get a North Branch Library. 
He suggested to the people a way they could build a 
new West Branch Library as a community effort. He 
donated the first $1000 to the building fund of 
“Friends of the Library.” He was part of the new jail 
project and helped with acquiring the old Sears 
building for the Courthouse Annex. The Annex 
housed the Main Library and other offices. The court- 
house was remodeled and restored. He was instru- 
mental in having a survey of employee salaries made 
and starting the first job description and step plan 
for salary increase for all county employees. He 
suggested and pushed to get the voting machines for 
Tom Green County and set the specification for 
county roads and for the septic tank systems. He 
served eight years and lost in a run off. 

Paul graduated from Lake View High in 1979. He 
was a member of I.C.T. where they put him to work 
for E.W. learning the family business. On April 17, 
1981, E.W. had an auction and went out of the 
paving business. He then devoted his time to Wilson 
Equipment Company, buying and selling heavy 
equipment. Suzanne graduated from Lake View High 
in 1982. She was a member of V.O.E. where she 
worked for the United Way. The year 1984 found 
E.W. running for County Commissioner again after 
the urging of the people. He won the race and took 
office in January 1985 for another four year term. 
Paul now oversees the equipment business. Suzanne 
was employed as a Juvenile Detention Officer. 

Helen works as office manager for the family 
business, where she has been for years. E.W. and 
Helen celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary last 
year. The family is still active in the San Angelo 
Saddle Club which celebrated its 25th anniversary 
in November 1987. E.W. is a member of the Lions 
Club. He still ranches in Tom Green County and 
serves as a County Commissioner. His hobbies are 
fishing and hunting, among other activities. 

by Mrs. E.W. Wilson 


WILSON, EMMETT 


Emmett Wilson was born in Salado, Texas, on 
March 5, 1885, and he married Mona Katherine 
Elizabeth Hill, who was born November 3, 1889. 
The date of the marriage was December 23, 1905. 
From this marriage, four children were born. Chesley 
and Wesley were born on July 19, 1907. (Wesley 
died as a baby, a year after birth.) Annie Vivian 
(Love) (now Mrs. Horace Heath) was born August 
12, 1913, and Jesse Nathaniel was born in 1917. 

The Wilson’s family dairy farm was located on 
the old Ballinger Highway. During World War II, 
this dairy farm was run by Emmett and his two sons. 
In 1950, Emmett entered partnership with Chesley 
and Jesse and opened Wilson’s Grocery Store at 401 
Pulliam Street, across from Gandy’s Dairies, which 
they had supplied milk to from their dairy for many 
years. In 1965, the Wilson farm was sold to the City 
of San Angelo and became the city landfill that we 
use today. 

Emmett and Mona Katherine had six 
grandchildren, one of whom still remains in Tom 
Green County. Emmett died on April 26, 1969; Mona 
died October 14, 1965. 

Emmett Wilson was a direct descendant and 
cousin of President Woodrow Wilson. 

by Lu Ann Wilson Daniel 
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WILSON, JOHN CHESLEY 


has ie 

. J ae 

John Chesley Wilson and his bride, Loraine Metcalfe, 
in the year 1936. 


John Chesley Wilson was born on July 19, 1907 
with an identical twin brother, Wesley, (and each 
weighing three pounds). Wesley died as a baby a 
year after birth. Chesley’s parents were Mr. and Mrs. 
Emmett Wilson, whose homestead and dairy farm 
was located on the old Ballinger Highway where the 
city landfill is located now. 

Chesley came with his family to the Tom Green 
County area as a young boy from an area near Waco, 
Texas. He grew up on the family farm, and went to 
the San Angelo schools. After high school, he 
attended Howard Payne College in Brownwood, 
Texas. Upon completion of college, Chesley returned 
to the San Angelo area and taught school in the 
small surrounding areas for several years. 

On November 26, 1936, Chesley married Anna 
Loraine Metcalfe, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Salter Metcalfe, whose family home is still located 
at 103 N. Washington Drive. Chesley and Loraine 
had two children and they were: Chesley Metcalfe, 
born on October 31, 1937, and Lu Ann (now Mrs. 
Bobby Daniel) born on March 10, 1939. Chesley 
and Loraine were blessed with five grandchildren. 

Chesley and Loraine moved to Abilene 
immediately after their marriage and lived there for 
four years while he worked for Safeway Stores. 
They returned to San Angelo in 1940 to help run the 
family dairy farm with his father. Also, Chesley 
worked as a machinist at Goodfellow Air Force Base 
during World War II. 

After the war, and several years of working at 
Goodfellow Air Force Base, Chesley, along with his 
father and brother Jesse, opened the Wilson’s 
Grocery Store at 401 Pulliam Street, across from the 
Gandy’s Dairies, whom their family dairy farm had 
supplied milk to for many years. 


In 1950, Chesley, his father and brother, again 
opened another business, and this time entered into 
the furniture business. Their store was located at the 
corner of Concho and Chadbourne streets. Later on, 
they opened stores in Abilene and Odessa, Texas. 
This San Angelo furniture business continued at 
this location on Concho and Chadbourne until the 
early 1960’s when Chesley left the family partnership 
and opened his own furniture store at 1600 N. 
Chadbourne. He remained at this location until 1972 
and closed the furniture business, and semi-retired, 
but opened a small frame-shop on North Chadbourne 
Street. 

Chesley operated his frame shop until his death 
at the age of 70, on October 14, 1977. It is not so 
unusual to continue working past regular retirement 
age, but Chesley had developed multiple sclerosis 
while in his early 30’s. He continued his businesses 
as any able-bodied man, with lots of good humor, 
and lots of faith and determination as well. 

Chesley and Loraine were members of the First 
Baptist Church. Loraine was a devoted Sunday 
School teacher, where she taught children’s classes 
and played the piano on Sunday mornings. She also 
taught school for several years after her own children 
were grown. Loraine passed away on May 25, 1973. 

John Chesley Wilson was a distant cousin of 
President Woodrow Wilson. 

by Lu Ann Wilson Daniel 


WILSON, LUKE MATTHEW 


Luke Matthew Wilson and Martha A. Shipp 


Luke Matthew Wilson, son of Hezekiah Jefferson 
Wilson and Millicent Maria Hinds Wilson, was born 
in Marshall County, Alabama, April 23, 1881. He 
died October 21, 1965, in San Angelo, Texas. His 
father, Hezekiah, was engaged in farming in 
Alabama. His mother, “Milly,” was a descendant of 
Pilgrims, John Alden and Priscilla Mullens. When 
Luke was small, the family moved to Texas, where 
Hezekiah bought a farm near Bullard, Smith County. 

Luke graduated from Tyler Business College in 
1900 and then was an early RFD mail carrier, 


delivering mail on horseback, later by horse and 
buggy. On October 5, 1902, he married Martha 
Angelina Shipp, daughter of H.G. Shipp and Susan 
Jane Rhodes Shipp. “Mattie” was born November 
29, 1884, at Albertsville, Marshall County, Alabama. 
She died July 1, 1959, in San Angelo, Texas. 

Luke later owned and operated grocery stores in 
Bullard, Palestine, and Jacksonville. He farmed in 
Woodville. 

In 1940, Luke moved to San Angelo, where he 
owned and operated grocery stores on Spaulding and 
Bell Streets. He retired in 1957. 

He was a member of the IOOF Lodge and the 
Woodmen of the World Lodge for more than 50 
years, and helped to organize the Day Memorial 
Methodist Church. 

Luke’s brothers and sisters were: Etna (David 
McMinn); Ellen (John Wesley Terrill); Joseph 
McKinley Wilson (Mollie McGlathery); Thomas 
Jefferson (Viola Roddy); William Isaac Wilson 
(Emma Lena Williams); Lucy Wilson (Lawrence L. 
Clements); John B. Gordon Wilson (Laura Emily 
Massey); Mary Nancy Annie Wilson (R.C. Hilton); 
Oliver Street Wilson (Maggie Gibson) and Wesley 
Wilson. 

Luke and Mattie Wilson had nine children: 
1) Beulah, born August 22, 1903, married Robert 
Bruce Collins, December 24, 1921. Three children, 
Joy Lee, Shirley Jean and Janet Beth. 2) Beatrice, 
born April 17, 1905, married Eddie Lincoln White, 
March 18, 1924. Three children: Billye Jane 
Scattergood, Robert B. White, and Martha Jo 
Minton. 3) Luke Edwin, born September 18, 1907, 
married Erna Darby, September 8, 1928. Two 
children: Norma Nell and Mary Gail. 4) Luther 
Matthew, born September 18, 1907, married Ethel 
Eubanks, December 25, 1929. Two children: Helen 
Irene and Martha Elizabeth. He married Verda M. 
Montgomery in 1972. 5) Hamilton Hezekiah 
Wilson, born April 25, 1910, married Lillie Eubanks, 
July 4, 1930. Three children: Hamilton H., Jr., Luke 
Melvin, and Leland Ray. 6) Paul Dale, born April 
12, 1913. Never married. 7) Ralph Arthur, born 
August 5, 1915, married Virginia McKenzie, March 
15, 1936. Three children: Dianne Carol, Eileen Mary, 
and Virginia Ann. 8) Grace Sue, born December 20, 
1917. Married Curtis Byrd, October 5, 1935. One 
daughter, Barbara Ann. 9) Ima Jo, born November 
23, 1920, married James Franklin Johnson 
November 11, 1946. Two children: Susan Lea and 
Candice Jane. 

by Billye J. Scattergood 


WILSON, OLGA (SCHUCH) 


Olga Schuch, the fourth child of Henry J. Schuch 
and his wife, Wilhelmina (Mina), nee Hartmann, a 
pioneer West Texas family, was born October 28, 
1902. She received her education in the San Angelo 
public schools. She was graduated from Sul Ross 
Teacher’s College in Alpine. On August 13, 1923, 
she was married to Maurice Paul Wilson, born 
March 23, 1902. She was a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church in San Angelo since 1921. Paul 
was engine-foreman for the Santa Fe Railroad. In 
1927 the family was living in Calexico, Mexico. 
This couple was blessed with two children. 1. Dr. 
Maurice Paul Wilson, Jr., born September 9, 1924. 
2. Betty Wilhelmina Wilson, born November 8, 
1926; married August 21, 1949, to: John William 
Greer, Jr., born December 3, 1920. Two children. 
In the spring of 1931 Paul moved his family to 


Olga Schuch Wilson 


Pampa. On June 18, 1931, he was in a tragic train 
accident in Amarillo which claimed his life. Olga 
returned to San Angelo with her children. She 
clerked at Woolworth’s and then later at Sears until 
her retirement. In 1953 she moved to Houston where 
she lived until her death March 14, 1979. Her re- 
mains were interred at Fairmount Cemetery, San 
Angelo. 

M.P. Wilson, son of Mrs. Olga Wilson is one of 
the scientists who worked on the Telstar commun- 
ications satellite that was put in orbit, and was in 
orbit July 15, 1962. At that time he headed the 
command systems department at the Bell Telephone 
Company. 

by Angela Case 


WILSON, WILLIAM 
FLOYD (JACK) 


= se 
Lydia Mae (Brown) and W. F- (Jack) Wilson - 1925 


After seeing West Texas for the first time in 1919, 
Jack Wilson thought his trip to Texas was a waste of 
time. He had traveled from the southeastern part of 
Tennessee to find a place that suited his wandering 


a _ 
L to R: Engedi Wilson, Milton (Bill) Wilson, and 
Jackie Wilson 


spirit. After spending a year here, he returned to 
Tennessee, and moved his parents, Mr. & Mrs. L. D. 
Edwards, to the Grape Creek community. They 
stayed here only one year, but Jack had decided he 
liked it here, so he stayed on and settled in Mereta, 
in the eastern part of Tom Green County. 

William Floyd (Jack) Wilson, was born April 13, 
1903, in Waynesboro, Waynes County, Tennessee. 
On September 25, 1925, he married Lydia Mae 
Brown (born June 27, 1902, in Concho County, 
Texas). There were three children born to this 
union: Allena Engedi (1926), William Milton (Bill) 
(1931), and Jacqueline Bernice (1935). Engedi 
married Matthew Dewey Parmer, Jr., son of Matthew 
Dewey and Linda Parmer, Sr., on February 17, 1945, 
in San Angelo. Bill married Phyllis Nusbaumer, 
daughter of Francis and Christine Mae Nusbaumer, 
on November 2, 1963, in Arlington, Virginia. 
Jacqueline Bernice married Clyde Dean Smith, son 
of Milton and Lillie Smith, on April 8, 1961, in 
Mereta. 

Prior to their marriage, Jack had gone to work for 
Ed and Eulie Roberts. Mr. Roberts was a farmer and 
store owner in the Mereta community. He had moved 
into their home and they quickly became his family. 
After Jack and Lydia married, he continued to work 
for Mr. Roberts and they moved into a home on their 
farm, where they lived until 1934. Mr. & Mrs. 
Roberts quickly became grandparents, also, to the 
children, who referred to them as “Eulie and Wallie” 
as long as they lived. 

The Wilson’s moved to San Angelo, and Jack went 
to work for Tom Green County as a heavy equipment 
operator. The family liked to drive over the county 
on Sunday afternoons and “Daddy” could always 
tell us history about each community. He knew every 
road, highway and culvert in Tom Green County. 
Jack loved to be home and cook for the family, and 
he could do this when the weather was bad and the 
roads were muddy. Lydia went back to teaching for 
a year at Hess-Averitt and then Mereta, finally joining 
the staff at the Tom Green County Library, where 
she worked until June, 1971. She died the following 
March 1972, and was buried in the Mereta Cemetery. 
Jack died December, 1982, and was buried in the 
Mereta Cemetery. 

by Engedi Parmer 


WINK —- HAUBOLD 


Henry Walter Wink and his wife, Natalie Haubold, 
were both born on November 9, 1855, and celebrated 
nearly fifty birthdays together as man and wife. 
They were married April 6, 1878 in Austin County, 
Texas. They lived in Austin County for a number of 
years, where Henry operated a saloon. The company 
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that sold them merchandise gave coupons that could 
be traded for heavy, beautifully carved furniture. 
They acquired many pieces. 

Natalie’s parents were Fritz and Henrietta (Richel) 
Haubold. Natalie’s father was a furniture maker by 
trade and made some beautiful furniture for her 
dowry. Natalie was an immaculate housekeeper, 
keeping her furniture beautiful by using lemon oil 
on it. She loved to crochet in the style of her ancestors 
who were among the group of Wends who moved, 
as a group, to Texas in the 1850’s to Austin County. 

Henry came to the Mereta area in May of 1906 to 
look the land over. He promptly went back to Austin 
County, sold his property, and moved his family to a 
farm west of Mereta. The families of Sonnenberg, 
Malechek, and Cook came with them. Mrs. Cook 
was Henry’s sister. They all settled in the area. 

A trip to San Angelo for supplies took all day by 
wagon, and a day longer when they came home by 
way of Wall, to visit relatives. Henry’s grand- 
daughter, Lillian Deniston Smith, said Henry loved 
to drive fast and pass everybody on the road! 

Henry died in 1924. After his death, Natalie lived 
with her daughter, Ada, near the Fairview com- 
munity. A fire destroyed Ada’s home and most of 
Natalie’s beautiful furniture. Natalie died in 1934. 
Henry and Natalie Wink were buried in the Mereta 
Cemetery. 

Children of Henry and Natalie: Edwin H., born 
1880, died 1970, married Emma Wendt; Dora, born 
1878, died 1913, married William F. Deniston, Jr.; 
Ada Natalie, born 1889, died 1980, married Ewell 
A. Williams; Edna, born 1887, died in San Saba 
County, married Oscar M. Garvin; Henrietta, born 
1895, married J.A. Siemering; Marcus, died when 
he was three months old. 

by Doc and Betty Smith 


WISEMAN, CLARENCE 
and MILDRED 


Clarence and Mildred Wiseman came to San 
Angelo in 1967 from Menard. Clarence worked for 
the Menard News and Mildred taught Spanish in 
grades 1 through 6, and in junior high school and 
high School. 

In Menard, Clarence taught the Men’s Bible Class, 
was the first president of the Menard Lions Club, 
and worked as Scoutmaster for the Boy Scout Troop. 
He worked with the Tri-Rivers Council of Boy 
Scouts in training adult leaders. He was an Eagle 
Scout, and a number of Scouts attained that rank 
under his leadership. 

Mildred was president of the Mid-Tex Association 
of TSTA, then District XI (now District XV) in 
1954-1955. She served on the TSTA Executive Board 
for four years and on the State Standing Committee 
for Improving Educational Services. She was ap- 
pointed to the State Textbook Committee (1955) and 
the State Commission for Improving Foreign 
Language Study (1958). 

She came to San Angelo to teach Spanish at 
Angelo State College in 1967. She worked with 
student exchanges between Mexico and Menard, and 
the International Student Congress sponsored by the 
Rotary Club. At ASU, she organized groups of 
students for trips to Mexico. She began attending 
Conventions of the International Good Neighbor 
Council in 1958. She and Clarence joined the San 
Angelo Chapter in 1967. 
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Clarence worked at the San Angelo Standard- 
Times; then for Burton Fielder at Newsfoto until his 
death May 10, 1972. 

Mildred retired in May, 1972, but continued to 
teach Spanish until 1986. She was trained by the State 
Department of Education to teach linguistics for 
Spanish and English teachers and taught workshops 
in both languages. 

After retirement Mildred began to write. She has 
three books of poetry published: Australian 
Interlude, Songs of Hope, and Pearls from the 
Concho Valley. Her most recent publication is a 
compilation of recipes collected during her travels. 
She also began studying oil painting after her 
retirement. 

In Menard she was a member of the First Baptist 
Church, taught Sunday School classes, and provided 
training for officers and teachers. In 1963, she began 
the library for the church in memory of her family. 
She was a member of the Library Club, president 
1948-1949, and wrote the history of the Library Club. 
She was the first chairman of the Gerontology 
Committee for District 6. She was president of Beta 
Zeta Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society. 

She is a member of the First Baptist Church and 
the Glory Choir in San Angelo. 

She has been given the Golden Poets award from 
World of Poetry for 1985, 1986, and 1987. This was 
begun in 1985 and each year, World of Poetry gives 
the award to 2,000 poets selected from 800,000 
members world-wide. 

The Wisemans travelled in the U.S. and Mexico 
prior to his death. Mildred continued to travel abroad 
and in the States. In 1986 she was a participant in a 
Texas-Australia Partnership Mission for ten days 
in Adelaide, later visiting friends in other cities. 
Clarence was stationed in Australia during WWII 
and this gives her an interest in Australians. 

Clarence was a graduate of Belton High School 
and attended A&I at Kingsville. Mildred graduated 
from Mary Hardin-Baylor University, attended the 
University of Texas, received the M.A. from Texas 
Technological University, and the Ph.D. from 
Hamilton State. She has been a member-at-large in 
the DAR since 1980. Clarence’s parents were Ernest 
and Nina Palmer Wiseman of Belton. Mildred’s were 
William Thomas and Minnie Jean Carroll of 
Farmersville, Texas. 

by Dr. Mildred C. Wiseman 


WITTER, LLOYD D. 
and MARY C. 


Lloyd Witter 


Lloyd and Mary Witter first came to San Angelo 
from Dallas in 1932. Lloyd was a senior accountant 
and comptroller for the Southwest Dairy Products 


Co. of Dallas. From 1933 until 1942 he was the 
president of the Snowhite Creameries, Inc. of San 
Angelo. At the beginning of World War II, the 
Witters left San Angelo when Lloyd became the 
treasurer and comptroller for the War Emergency 
Pipeline Co. of Cincinnati. After the war he became 
president of the Cresent Tool Co., a company that 
manufactured popcorn machines. In 1947, Witter 
resigned his presidency of the tool company. As he 
later stated, “my vocation was getting in the way of 
my avocation.”’ Photography, which had long been 
a hobby of his, was calling him. 

In March of 1948, after travelling about the 
western part of the United States looking for a 
suitable location for a photo processing plant, Lloyd 
D. Witter opened Witter Photo and Supply Co. at 
28.5 W. Twohig, in San Angelo, with his wife Mary 
as an able assistant. Their earlier years, here, had 
convinced them that San Angelo was where they 
wanted to settle, establish their livelihood, and spend 
the rest of their days. 

The Witter Photo Supply was originally started to 
do commercial processing of film, but soon they 
branched into studio photography and retail sales. 
Lloyd was a highly gifted photographer. He made 
portraits for many of this city’s citizens and com- 
mercial photographs of events, buildings, machinery, 
and products made by the local businesses and 
manufacturers. 

Mr. Witter was active in many photographic 
associations, and each year took time to attend 
various schools of photography. He won many 
photographic awards and honors, but the honor he 
was most proud of was the gold Service Medal 
presented to him by the Photographic Society of 
America for outstanding accomplishment in stim- 
ulating photography as a hobby. It was the first such 
medal presented to an individual photographer in 
Texas. His classes for amateur photographers were 
always full of aspiring photographic artists seeking 
his extensive photographic knowledge. 

Witter was probably best known for his scenic 
photography. He was enamored of the Big Bend area, 
having gone there many times during his early period 
in San Angelo. He chronicled events there from 
1932, before the park’s inception, until just prior to 
his retirement in 1977. He made as many as twelve 
trips a year to the Big Bend, yet each trip was always 
a new and fresh experience for him. 

Lloyd David Witter died on May 26, 1983, at the 
age of eighty seven; and Mary Custis Witter died on 
June 25, 1985, also eighty-seven. They had both 
been born in the midwest, and had traveled exten- 
sively, but they chose San Angelo for home. We are 
fortunate because of that choice, for we can always 
bask in the warmth of the charm and grace that Lloyd 
and Mary brought to us. 

May their cameras always be at the ready and the 
light perfect. 

by Jackson Broome 


WOMACK, C.T. and 
AGNES (WEST) 


Thomas Kendrick and Melissa Womack moved 
from Schleicher County to San Angelo in 1920. Their 
daughters, Florence, Lula, and Velma, taught school 
here for many years. Florence taught 5th grade at 
West Ward (Lamar), Lula taught 2nd grade at North 
Ward (Reagan) and Stephen F. Austin, and Velma 
taught Ist grade and was principal at Santa Rita. 


Dr. and Mrs. C. T. Womack, 50th Wedding 
Anniversary, August 20, 1970 


Velma still owns the original home on North Madison 
Street and is now 96 years old. 

The Womacks also had two sons: Clarence and 
his family lived at Goldthwaite; Clifford (Dr. C.T. 
Womack), a physician and surgeon, practiced in San 
Angelo for over 50 years. He served as Tom Green 
County Health Officer, Secretary and President of 
the Fourth District Medical Society, and held every 
position in Tom Green Eight County Medical 
Society. He taught classes of nurses and presided 
over the staffs of both St. John’s and Shannon 
Hospitals. He died in 1971 at the age of 82. 

His wife, Agnes West Womack, worked closely 
with the schools through the PTA’s and was partly 
responsible for the installation of electric lights and 
telephones in the schools. She helped start the 
“Mothers Singers” and the band and the orchestra 
in the high school. She was also active in fund raising 
for several civic clubs, held offices in Tom Green 
Eight County Medical Auxiliary, USO, First 
Christian Church, and was named the first “Most 
Outstanding” in San Angelo in 1946. She died in 
1976 at the age of 81. 

Dr. and Mrs. C.T. Womack had three children: 
Martha Jane (Simpson), James Clifford and William 
Thomas. The two sons followed in their father’s 
footsteps in the medical field and both practice in 
San Angelo. Dr. James Womack is in family practice 
and Dr. William Womack in ophthalmology. James 
has three children: Cliff, Deborah, and Jimmy. 
William has five children: Claudia, Lisa, Amy, Chris, 
and Gina. All their children have attended schools 
in San Angelo. Martha Jane married Charles Simpson 
(of the Big Spring, area) and has three children: Tom, 
Nancy, and Susan. 

by Martha Jane Womack Simpson 


WOOD, DAVID ALANSON, D.D.S. 


Dr. David Alanson Wood was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, on June 9, 1910. His parents were Charles 
Alanson Wood and Nettie Fern Sears. They were 
both born in Nebraska. In 1936, Dr. Wood graduated 
from Creighton University School of Dentistry in 
Omaha, Nebraska. He served in the United States 
Army Dental Corps from 1941 to 1945, and was 
stationed at Fort Bliss in El Paso, and also at 
Sheppard Air Force Base in Wichita Falls. Here he 
met and married LaVera Hope Cox. 

LaVera Hope Cox was born at Sidney, in 
Comanche County, Texas. Her father and mother 
were Ottie Scott Cox, and Olene McCarty. Her 


grandfather, James Sampson Cox, and great- 
grandfather, James Jackson Cox, were among the 
early settlers of Comanche County. 

Dr. Wood and his wife, LaVera, had one daughter, 
Suzanne Cox Wood. Suzanne is married to Charles 
Durwin Howard Collins and they live in San Angelo. 
Suzanne is a member of the Magna Carta Dames, 
and of the Daughters of the Founders and Patriots of 
America. 

After their marriage, David and LaVera made their 
home in San Angelo, where David completed fifty 
years in the practice of dentistry. He was one of the 
associates in building the Medical Arts Building. He 
belongs to the local, state and national branches of 
the American Dental Association. He organized the 
Daniel Wood Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, honoring one of his 17th Century 
ancestors, Daniel Wood, and also Daniel’s father, Dr. 
Ezekiel Wood, who were both in the American 
Revolutionary War. He is a member of the Retired 
Officers Association, having retired as a Lt. Colonel. 
He was written up in the Dictionary of International 
Biography, was past-president of the San Angelo 
District Dental Society, and past-president of the 
Mid-West Texas Retired Officers Association. 

LaVera attended Comanche High School, and 
attended John Tarleton College. She is past-Regent 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution; past- 
State President of the Colonial Dames of the 17th 
Century. She has also held the office of president of 
the following organizations; the John Brick Chapter 
of National Society of Colonial Dames of the 17th 
Century, the San Angelo Garden Club, the San 
Angelo District Dental Society Auxiliary, and the 
West Texas Therapy Center. She has also given 
much time to the Auxiliary of Baptist Memorials 
Hospital. 

Suzanne lived in West Berlin, Germany for two 
years, and in Alaska for eleven years. She was a 
graduate of Central High School of San Angelo, and 
attended Angelo State University for three years. 

The Wood family are members of the Church of 
Christ. 

by David Alanson Wood 


WOOD, LUTHER 


Thomas L. Wood and Mildred O. Wood 


Luther Wood was born in Rugby, Texas, Red River 
County, July 10, 1903. He married Opal Fae Elliott, 
December 24, 1924. They have two daughters: 
Chrystal Faye who married Clarence John Kleppner, 
and Virginia Lee who married Henry Orr Brodnax. 
They have four grandchildren. 

Luther’s parents, Thomas Leonidas and Mildred 
Wood, moved to Wall in 1904, Luther being 18 
months old. His dad had come a year earlier to build 


a house on land that he purchased from a fellow 
named Mulligan for $11 an acre. Mildred said she 
cried an ocean of tears, moving 450 miles from where 
she was born and raised in Red River County. The 
terrain was all prairie, with prairie dogs being 
plentiful. To help feed the stock, Johnson grass was 
planted. Now farmers fight Johnson grass, but that 
was its origin in Wall. T.L. (Lonnie) Wood was born 
in Tennessee, and moved by wagon to Arkansas, 
then on to Red River County, Texas, walking most 
of the way by the wagon. His father, George Wood, 
fought in the Civil War. Mildred Hancock Wood was 
born in Rugby, Texas. Her mother, Mary Ferguson 
Hancock’s ancestors were of English descent, and 
are among the first families of Virginia (great- 
granddaughter Virginia Lee being named for the state 
of Virginia), who came over on the Mayflower. 

The Wall area was simply called the Lipan Flat, 
when Luther and his parents first settled there. There 
was no store building, just a tent used for a store 
operated by Whit Barron. Whoever went into San 
Angelo brought back everyone’s mail to the tent. 
There were only seven houses visible between Lipan 
Flat and San Angelo. In 1907, a store was built by 
Jim Wall, and that is where Wall, Texas, got its name. 
In 1906, the school was one room and one teacher. 
The school building and students grew in number, 
and Luther graduated from Wall School. The first 
community building was built of wood with a two- 
story section at the back; the upstairs being the 
Woodmen of the World Hall, where all of the young 
people had their parties, the game “snap” being the 
going thing. 

Luther and his boy friends found a unique enter- 
tainment. Doing their traveling horseback (horses 
being Luther’s love all of his life), the boys would 
round up the bulls in a surrounding pasture, and ride 
bulls by the light of the moon. Being hungry after 
their moonlight home rodeo, they would “borrow” 
achicken from one of the boy’s families or a neighbor 
(the parents and neighbors knew about it and 
didn’t mind), and build a fire in the pasture and have 
roast chicken by moonlight. For a prank, the boys 
fetching the chicken one night fetched a buzzard and 
served the group. 

Luther has farmed and ranched in the Wall area 
all of his life. His and Opal’s parents attended the 
first church at Wall, Presbyterian. Their mothers held 
each of them on their laps as they sat together in 
church. They now are members of the Sierra Vista 
United Methodist Church in San Angelo. Luther was 
on the school board for years, and instrumental in 
getting the rock auditorium built. 

Luther and Opal still reside in Wall, where Luther 
oversees his ranching and farming operation carried 
on by his grandson, Barry Luther Brodnax. 

by Ginger Brodnax 


WOOD, MRS. LUTHER 
(OPAL FAE ELLIOTT) 


Opal Fae Elliott was born April 4, 1904, in Barclay, 
Texas. She married Luther Wood, December 24, 
1924. Their two daughters were born in Wall, 
Chrystal Faye (1926) and Virginia Lee (1930). 

Opal attended Wall School, where basketball was 
one of the main sports. Opal was on the first string 
as goal thrower. The courts were all outside, and the 
girls played in bloomers and long stockings. If you 
fell, you burst the knee of your stocking out. The 
team won most of their games those years. 
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Opal and Luther Wood 


Lightning struck the school one day, and as it 
thundered Buck Kirksey, in the class said, “The tater 
wagon is rolling,” and about that time the lightning 
struck. Fireballs were rolling all over the floor. The 
teacher, Chester Kenley, was burned and out of 
school several weeks. The tater wagon was really 
rolling! 


L to R: Opal Fae Elliott Wood, Neville Haley and 
Letha Bird 


During school one day Opal and her good friend, 
Myrtle Edwards, decided to raise their hands at the 
same time, indicating they needed to use the outdoor 


472 


toilet, and go have some fun just to get out of class. 
Opal told Myrtle she thought she could shoulder her 
(throw her over her shoulder). Well, she did, but 
Myrtle’s face hit the toilet and skinned it good. They 
had to go back to class, and were so tickled to think 
Myrtle went to the toilet and came back in with a 
peeled face, that they couldn’t quit laughing, and 
were saved by the recess bell. 

Opal’s parents, Franklin Perry Elliott and Mary 
Francis Logan Elliott, moved to Wall from Bell 
County in 1905, Opal being 18 months old. The 
family home was already on the land her parents 
purchased; however, her dad came a year earlier to 
build five houses on the 1400 acres he purchased, 
for his grown children. The five houses built in a 
row were called “Stringtown.” On cold, rainy days 
when the men couldn’t farm or tend stock, the 
families all gathered at the parents’ home for fun 
and fellowship. The F.P. Elliott home was the center 
for community gatherings, also, for the young folks, 
especially on Sunday afternoons. They all knew they 
were welcome, and since there was a piano in the 
“parlor,” they gathered for singings. After Opal 
married and moved about four miles away on a dirt 
road, if it rained on Sunday, Opal and Luther and 
girls saddled the horses and went to visit their 
parents, the Elliotts or Woods, as was the family 
tradition. The family attended the first church in Wall, 
Presbyterian, and later Methodist. The Methodist 
church was moved to Wall by mules pulling it on a 
slide. 

Opal’s dad, F.P. Elliott, donated the land for the 
first cemetery in Wall, then known as the Lipan Flat; 
consequently the cemetery being Lipan Cemetery 
Association, and now Wall Cemetery. This is 
recorded in Volume 34, pages 288-290 of the Deed 
Records at the Tom Green County Courthouse, 
signed by FP. Elliott and M.F. Elliott on February 
13, 1906, and recorded March 13, 1906. Trustees 
that signed same are: G.B. Estes, P.J. Joyce, Kirksey, 
W.R. Butt, FP. Elliott. 

FP. Elliott’s ranch was the only one for hundreds 
of miles around with pens to pen stock to brand and 
work them, as well as water them. This took place 
regularly several times a year by ranchers from 
hundreds of miles off. They knew they were welcome 
to go into the Elliott family’s smokehouse and cut 
off meat to eat for a meal. 

Opal and Luther presently reside in Wall. 

by Ginger Brodnax 


WOODY, RETA MAE 
(WYCKOFF) 


On August 7, 1906, I was born to Robert 
Alexander and L. Meadie Wyckoff, long time 
residents of San Angelo. My birthplace was on South 
Irving near the Santa Fe depot. My father worked 
for Dave Girdwood, owner of Girdwood Wagon 
Yard. Many freight wagons pulled by 6 and 8 mule 
teams would fill the yard. Resident quarters were 
upstairs over the office and feed barn. Western 
Mattress Factory is now located where the wagon 
yard buildings were on East Concho Ave. I recall a 
vacation trip when I was six years old. My father, 
mother, brother, sister, and I left the wagon yard in a 
surrey with the fringe on top pulled by a horse named 
“Bill” at 7 a.m. We arrived at Uncle Paddy and Aunt 
Lou Myres’ place 3 miles south of Christoval on Toe 
Nail Trail at 3 p.m. Quite a difference in modern 
day traffic. 


Another time Mother and I rode the street car, 
then located in the middle of Chadbourne street, from 
Concho Avenue and Chadbourne to the end of the 
line, which was 29th street, to visit a sick family 
friend, Walter Spears. 

We moved to the family home, 1419 Metcalfe, 
and I attended San Angelo schools. 

I learned to swim at the age of seven and when I 
was about 14 years of age, the family would travel 
to Christoval to picnic and swim. Cora Lee 
(Edwards) and I would climb up and dive from the 
huge pecan trees into the river. Usually a large crowd 
would gather to watch the fun. 

I accepted Christ at age 16 and joined the 
Southside Baptist Church located on the corner of 
Ave G and Orient Street. The church later moved to 
Ave C and Koenigheim and changed the name to 
Park Heights Baptist. I was baptized in the South 
Concho river below Lone Wolf Dam along with 50 
other people. 

On August 30, 1924, I married Elmer W. Woody. 
We had 3 children: Eleanor June died at 5 months of 
age, Bobbie Lou, born December 24, 1928, at 1201 
South Abe, and James David, born in San Antonio, 
September 3, 1943. Bobbie attended San Angelo 
schools, San Angelo Junior College, Howard Payne 
University, and received her B.A. from Western State 
College, Gunnison, Colorado and a MEd from Texas 
Tech University. She married G.I. Norris in 1948. 
He is a Southern Baptist minister and they reside in 
Wink, where he pastors First Baptist Church and 
Bobbie teaches school. The Norrises have three 
children, Glenda of Odessa, Lloyd of San Angelo, 
and Robin of Austin. 

James David was raised in San Angelo. He married 
Linda Isbell of Slaton in 1964. They reside in 
Lubbock. They have three children, David Duane, 
Van Mike and Donald Craig all of Lubbock. 

There are seven great grandchildren. 

Iam a member of the Grape Creek Baptist Church 
and have taught the Homemaker Class for four years. 

by Reta Mae Woody 


WOOLDRIDGE, ROBERT L. 


Robert Leslie Wooldridge was born in Valstyne, 
Texas, December 1, 1896. His parents were Robert 
J. and Mattie Wooldridge from Tennessee. His 
ancestral background was English. Robert’s father 
was a barber and owned a barber shop at Eleven East 
Harris in San Angelo, Texas. His father died in 
1932, but the barber shop is still active. Robert L. 
had two brothers whose names were Charles and 
Alley. Charles enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
and served in World War One. Charles worked for 
the city and county tax record department in the 
courthouse. Alley was a geologist and later worked 
for the city planning department drawing maps for 
the city. All are now deceased. 

In April, 1918, Robert L. enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, serving with the 97th Company, 4th 
Brigade, Second Division, in combat duty in the 
Argonne Sector of France. He was given an 
honorable discharge with an excellency on marks- 
manship. Robert L. was a graduate of San Angelo 
Junior College. After his discharge from military 
service, he went to work for the Orient Railroad, 
which later sold out to the Santa Fe Railroad. He did 
clerical work in the freight office, and later 
transferred to the ticket office as ticket agent. Robert 
died in 1957, after working for the railroad for 38 
years. 
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Robert Leslie Wooldridge 


In 1920, at San Angelo, Texas, Robert married 
Oyet Eanne Craig. Oyet was born in Youngsport, 
Texas, October 30, 1901. Her parents were William 
David and Ethel Louisa Craig of Scotch, Irish, and 
English ancestral background. Oyet’s father and 
family moved from Youngsport and settled on land 
in the vicinity of Eola. William was thrown and 
dragged from the wagon of runaway horses. One 
leg was severely damaged and had to be amputated. 
He was a cotton farmer, prospered well and built a 
new home, which later burned to the ground. Oyet’s 
parents moved to Killeen, owned and operated a 
grocery store and motel until their death. Nine 
children were born, one died in infancy, three now 
deceased: Hoyet, twin to Oyet, Doris, Gordan, 
Buford, Norene, Corene and Mary. 

From the marriage of Robert L. and Oyet, two 
children were born in San Angelo: Robert Leslie, Jr. 
(1921) and Melba Deanne (1923). Oyet was a 
professional nurse and served as head nurse for 
Western Sanitarium in Los Angeles, California. She 
lived in California 32 years, is retired and lives in 
San Angelo. 

Robert, Jr., is a combat veteran of World War II, 
and served 20 years in the U.S. Air Force. After 
retiring from the Air Force, he graduated from the 
University of Arizona and became a public school 
teacher. 

In June 1945, Melba married S/Sgt Archie Wilson 
Carmichael from Comanche, Texas. Archie was 
stationed at Concho Field Bombardier School in San 
Angelo. Three children were born in San Angelo: 
Charlotte Fay (1946), and twin sons, Robert Dan and 
Herschel Dean (1949). All three children are 
graduates of Central High School. 

In 1968, Herschel D. enlisted in the U.S. Army 
and served overseas in the Vietnam War. Herschel is 
a graduate of Monterey Junior College, Monterey, 
California. In 1969, Robert D. enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and served overseas in Seoul, Korea. Robert 
is a graduate of Western Texas Junior College, 
Snyder, Texas. 

Robert, Sr., and Oyet were parents of two, 
grandparents of three, great-grandparents of six 
children. From the Wooldridge family and their 
relations, six members have served their country in 
the U.S. military service. 

by Melba Carmichael 


WOOTEN, H.E. 


Ella Mae, Dottie and H.E. - 1976 


H.E. Wooten was born in Center, Oklahoma. He 
is one of eleven children born to Mr. and Mrs. J.E. 
Wooten. His four brothers, J.E., Jr., Billy Sunday, 
Carl and Furman are all deceased. Two of his six 
sisters, Bertha Beene and Elsie McDaniels (twin) are 
deceased. His four surviving sisters are Buelah 
Luce and Elvie O’Brien (twin) now residing in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Mary Lou Davis 
and Dot Blanton residing in Houston. 

The Wooten family migrated from Oklahoma to 
Veribest, Texas, February 4, 1919. H.E. Wooten 
graduated from Veribest High School in 1923 and 
moved to San Angelo. In 1930 he married Ella Mae 
Kettler, born in Temple. She attended school in 
Thorndale and Buckholtz. She was one of four 
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Herman Kettler. Her 
two brothers, Leroy and Hardin, both reside in San 
Angelo and her sister Edna Durham resides in Dallas. 
The Wooten’s have one daughter, Dorothy (Dottie) 
Wooten Pittman. 

In 1940, Mr. Wooten bought the Palace 
Barbershop. He also owned and operated the Palace 
Dry Cleaners and later the Arrow Dry Cleaners on 
West Beauregard. In 1954, he became involved in 
construction work and became a home builder and 
general contractor. He is responsible for a number 
of homes in various sub-divisions in San Angelo. 
He has built the Kentucky Fried Chicken in San 
Angelo, Galveston (2), and La Marque; the Dunkin 
Donut Shops in San Angelo, Wichita Falls, and 
Abilene. He has been a member of the Knights of 
Pythias, Home Builders Association and the Elks 
Club. He is now semi-retired. 

Ella Mae Wooten has been an assistant manager 
and buyer for the Hollywood Style Shop, manager 
of Franklin’s Dress Shop and worked at Hemphill- 
Wells and Connie’s Dress Shop. She is a member of 
the First Baptist Church and Elizabeth Sunday 
School Class. She has been a member of the 
American Business Women’s Association and 
Pythian Sisters and Eastern Star. She is now retired. 

The Wootens’ daughter, Dottie Pittman, graduated 
from San Angelo High School, attended Texas 
Christian University, LSU, Shreveport, A&M 
University, and graduated from the University of 
Texas in 1971. She received her masters degree from 
Corpus Christi State University in 1975. Her career 
has included a fashion model in Dallas, Corpus 
Christi and Shreveport, Louisiana, an executive 
secretary for Texas Eastern Transmission 
Corporation, a teacher, and assistant principal for 
several elementary schools. She now resides in 
Corpus Christi where she has been an elementary 
principal since 1985. 

by Mrs. Ella Mae Kettler Wooten 


WORDEN, GARY BECK 
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Gary Beck Worden 


Gary B. Worden was born August 12, 1948, to 
Paul W. Worden, Sr., and Olga M. Worden. He 
attended local schools in San Angelo and was ranked 
highly in science, winning for both his junior and 
senior years awards for the highest science student. 
He attended Angelo State University, majoring in 
physics and receiving a B.S. degree in 1970. Gary 
went two years to graduate school in Texas A&M 
before returning to Angelo State in 1972 and earning 
a teaching certificate. He taught in local junior high 
schools for many years, teaching all levels of math 
and science classes. 

In 1976, he assisted his brother, Paul Jr., in 
developing the “Lone Star Cut’? for gemstones, 
which in 1977 was designated by the Texas 
Legislature as the official gemstone cut of Texas. 
Since then, he cut thousands of gems of all types for 
people all over the U.S. and was considered to be a 
master faceter and jeweler. His hobbies were 
numerous, ranging from gardening, hunting, and 
jewelry work to woodworking, gunmaking, and 
backpacking (he was a trip leader for many a Sierra 
Club trip in Texas and New Mexico). 

In 1981, on February 14, he married Charis C. 
Martin in Bryan, Texas, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Jay Martin. Charis worked many years as an 
Occupational Therapist for the West Texas Rehab 
Center. In 1983, on February 11, they had a daughter, 
Deanna Lynette. 

by Olga Worden 


WORDEN, PAUL 
WELLMAN, SR. 


Paul Wellman Worden, Sr. was proud of his 
ancestors. Those he found records of came from 
Kentucky, Missouri, and Tennessee. Williams 
Worden, Sr., born in Kentucky, later moved to 
Missouri and on April 14, 1844, moved his family 
to Red River in Texas north of Bonham. The trip 
took six weeks and was made in ox wagons. They 
camped near Lick Skillet in Grayson County but 
continued to hunt for a permanent location for a 
home. Hostile Indians forced them to return to 
Bonham. In 1851 Worden secured a patent on 640 
acres of land north of Weston and settled twelve miles 
east of McKinney. He and his descendants have been 
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Paul W. Worden, Sr. 


prominent in the affairs of Collin County for over a 
century. Worden was written up as the founder of 
Collin County. His sons were farmers, cattlemen, 
Indian fighters, constables, county commissioners, 
postmasters, and sheriffs. During the Civil War they 
saw service in Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana. One 
was a captain in the Texas Cavalry. Williams Worden, 
Jr., settled in Blue Ridge where he had a hotel and 
grist mill. His children were Jerry, George and Gabe 
Worden. Gabe married Paralee Dotson, daughter of 
Isaac Dotson in Collin County, and they had seven 
children. Oscar Worden was one of the four sons. 
Oscar married Nina McKelvey from Tennessee. 
They had four children, J. Vernis (no children); Jack 
V. (two children — Jacquelyn and Mrs. Robert 
Cochran), Marie (Mrs. C.W. Hanson — two children, 
Mrs. Tom Eades and Bill Hanson), and Paul W. 
Worden (two children — Paul W. Jr., and Gary Beck 
Worden). 

Paul Wellman Worden, Sr., was born in Sabinal, 
Texas, October 30, 1910. He came to San Angelo in 
1917 with his parents. He graduated from local 
schools. In his senior year of high school, he went to 
work for Cox-Rushing-Greer Company and worked 
there for 31 years, advancing to department manager 
and assistant buyer. Paul enlisted at Mathis Field in 
the U.S. Army Air Force at age 32 and served four 
years. He was made First Sergeant at Foster Field. 
Paul was very active in civic affairs. He and his 
brother Jack were coordinators for the first River 
Parade of Floats, a forerunner of the Fiesta Del 
Concho River Parade. He also was a judge and 
coordinator of the early Miss Wool shows. He was 
on the Village Council and the American Red Cross. 
In 1958 he was president of the San Angelo 
Advertising Club. He worked on the United Chest. 
He was manager of Hemphill-Wells village store for 
nineteen years. Paul was twice president of the San 
Angelo West Rotary Club and in 1982 was 
designated a “Paul Harris Fellow’’ by Rotary 
International. His hobbies were reading, wood- 
working and photography. 

On November 12, 1933 in Austin, Texas, Paul 
married Olga Beck. Her parents were Fred and Rosa 
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Beck, pioneers to this region of Texas. They or their 
descendants have lived at 1231 Culberson since 
1890. Fred came to San Angelo in 1886, married 
Rosa Arhelger in Mason in 1890 and had 10 children, 
Alma, August, Emil, Otto, Ed, Max, Lola, Walter, 
Olga, and Louis. Olga’s hobbies were arts and crafts, 
reading, San Angelo Art Club, and Senisa Garden 
Club. The Wordens belong to the First Presbyterian 
Church. 
by Olga Worden 


WORDEN, DR. PAUL 
WELLMAN, JR. 


Paul Wellman Worden, Jr. 


Paul W. Worden, Jr., was born in San Angelo, on 
March 1, 1945 of Paul W. Worden and Olga M. 
Beck. His father had great enthusiasm for gadgetry 
and building things just for fun, but had little 
technical education. This enthusiasm rubbed off on 
the growing boy, and together with the attitude of 
both parents that he should develop his own interests 
rather than being guided, led naturally to a career in 
science. In early schooling, he was interested mostly 
in the physical sciences. He won several awards for 
achievements during grade school through high 
school, including science fair awards and scholastic 
competitions, and was active in the Science and 
Chess clubs at San Angelo Central High School. 

He attended Rice University from 1963-67, and 
after some more or less regular appearances on the 
President’s honor roll, graduated with a B.A. in 
physics and the C.W. Heaps Prize for an under- 
graduate paper. After summer employment with 
Texaco in Midland, he left for graduate school in 
physics at Stanford University in Palo Alto, 
California. After being granted an M.S. on the way, 
he received his Ph.D. in 1976 for the dissertation 
topic, “A Cryogenic Test of the Equivalence 
Principle.” His thesis work has become a research 
project funded by first NSF, and now NASA. 

Dr. Worden is presently a Senior Research 
Associate employed by the W.W. Hansen 
Laboratories at Stanford. He is in charge of 
development for an Orbital Test of the Equivalence 
Principle. He is the author of ten original research 
papers and has edited a book of reprints on Gravity 


and Inertia published by the AAPT. He has 
participated in a number of research conferences 
including the Enrico Fermi School of Physics in 
Varenna, Italy, the Marcel Grossman III conference 
in Shanghai, China, and most recently the 
International Symposium on Experimental 
Gravitational Physics in Guangzhou, China. With the 
assistance of his brother, Gary B. Worden, he 
designed a new gemstone cut, the Lone Star Cut, 
which was recognized as the official gem cut of Texas 
by the state legislature. 

Dr. Worden has a multiplicity of interests and 
hobbies, which have included astronomy, aviation, 
backpacking, carpentry, computers, concerts, 
electronics, photography, reading, travel, and the like. 
He is an instrument-rated private pilot and a Sierra 
Club hike leader. 

by Olga Worden 


WOULLARD, E.S. 


Euston and Emma Jo - 1938 


I, Euston Stanley Woullard, was born September 
28, 1902, in Bronte, to John William Albert Woullard 
and Georgia Ann Gertrude McCutchen. I was the 
second child and I lost my mother a month after the 
birth of my younger brother in 1906. I was reared 
by my grandparents, George and Sarah Elizabeth 
(Denton) Woullard. 

I started my career with the San Angelo Telephone 
Company in 1923 as an exchange repairman. I held 
various jobs in the plant and commercial depart- 
ments in San Angelo. In 1953 General Telephone 
bought San Angelo Telephone Company. In 1954 I 
was named district commercial manager of Sonora 
and in 1955, my wife and I moved to Del Rio where 
I was district manager until 1963. In 1963 I returned 
to San Angelo as district commercial representative 
until retirement in 1967. I served with the telephone 
industry for 45 years. 

I met my wife, Emma Jo Eason, through the 
telephone industry and we were married January 18, 
1925. Emma Jo died September 30, 1980. 

We had one daughter, Tonya, born April 18, 1933. 
She attended schools in San Angelo and graduated 


from San Angelo High School in 1951. She attended 
North Texas State University two years. She is 
married to Boyd Van Horn. They have three chil- 
dren, Vicki, Mark, and Rachael. I have two great- 
grandchildren, Christopher and Johnna. 

During my years in San Angelo, I took part in the 
cleanup and restoration of service after two natural 
disasters. 

First was the San Angelo flood of 1936. I was an 
emergency messenger and helped restore service. 
And in 1953, I helped during the emergency at Lake 
View when a tornado struck. I helped restore service 
there. 

I recall that the flood of ’36 was the most exciting 
trial for those involved. That was the most water I 
ever saw except for the ocean. 

I was educated in the schools of Bronte and took 
additional work during my service with the company 
at San Angelo Junior College, now Angelo State 
University. 

I remember a very special happening on 
September 28, 1928. I helped cut San Angelo over 
to the dial system. In general, I helped install the 
equipment. 

Since retirement, I have enjoyed being with people 
and have enjoyed my favorite hobbies: hunting and 
fishing. 

I have one brother, Leslie, who lives in San 
Angelo, and a sister, Lella Maceena, who lives in 
Galveston. 

by E.W. Woullard 


WRENN, WILLIE B. 
(STEVENSON) 


Willie B. Wrenn 


Willie B. Wrenn was born June 16, 1896, at St. 
Hedwig of Bexar County. She was the 10th child 
born to Mr. Edd Stevenson and Mrs. Texanna 
Stevenson. 

They lived in a house of four rooms, made of log 
and pine, which was on a 200 acre farm. She attended 
St. Hedwig’s public schools. After completing the 
required grades in the fall of 1915, she then attended 


Guadalupe College in Seguin. Upon graduating on 
May 18, 1918, she moved to San Antonio to attend 
the Elmore School of Beauty Culture, which she 
finished on August 9, 1918. 

She was later married on October 30, 1918 to 
Reverend W.B. Wrenn, who was a college classmate 
of hers. They then moved from San Antonio back to 
Seguin. There, Mrs. Wrenn taught at Ball High 
School for three years. 

In 1923, she and Reverend Wrenn came to San 
Angelo, he to pastor New Hope Baptist Church. 
Here, she began her life as a midwife under Dr. A.Q. 
Shirley. 

By 1924, she had moved from San Angelo to 
Temple, where she worked with Dr. Ray Adams. 
Shortly after her thirty-first birthday, Mrs. Wrenn 
delivered her first child as a midwife on July 1, 1926, 
in Ranger. 

In 1944, Mrs. Wrenn, along with Mrs. Kite, Mrs. 
Hartiman, and Mrs. Golff, organized their first Pre- 
Natal Clinic in the U.S.O. Building on 5th Street in 
San Angelo. From there the clinic moved to Wright 
and 9th Street, and then finally to the basement of 
City Hall, where they worked with Dr. Brask and 
Dr. Cornelius. 

By 1948, Mrs. Wrenn became a registered mid- 
wife under Justice of the Peace, Pop Miller. His 
secretary was Ruth Nicholson, who later became 
Justice of the Peace for Tom Green County, Texas, 
Precinct 1. 

Reverend Wrenn died in February, 1949. 

Besides being a midwife, Mrs. Wrenn is a proud 
and happy foster mother of seven sweet and adorable 
children. Her first foster child was Gladys Smith 
Wrenn, born March 23, 1915; next was Doris L. 
Whiten, born May 5, 1929; then Edward L. Wrenn, 
born February 25, 1932; Billie Sue Wrenn, born 
October 23, 1938; Charles Ray Wrenn, born April 
25, 1948; Freddie B. Jones, born May 4, 1954; and 
last but not least, Tony M. Jones, born January 13, 
1967. 

On October 25, 1986, at the age of 90, she made 
her last delivery. The baby was her own foster 
grandchild. Within those 60 years, she has delivered 
over 5,000 babies, and thankful enough, has never 
lost a mother or a child. 

by Willie B. Wrenn 


WRIGHT, GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 


George Washington Wright was born in 1863 in 
Bee County, and married Josie Haynes in 1889 at 
Luling, Texas. They came to Tom Green County in 
1900, with four small children and located in the 
Scherz community 17 miles southeast of San Angelo. 
The children, Alice, Lawrence, Alta, and Herbert, 
attended Pecan Creek school and Scherz school, both 
torn down many years ago. 

George Wright farmed 300 acres with mules, and 
ranched, raising Hereford cattle and Rambouillet 
sheep until his death in 1935. 

Travel to San Angelo was by buggy or wagon, 
with only one fence between the Wright ranch and 
the city, 17 miles away. They crossed the Concho at 
Ben Ficklin, and traveled Oakes Street into town. 
The highlight of the trip was a stop at Whitt 
Compton’s grocery store where prunes and dried 
apples were bought by the lug and flour in 50 pound 
sacks, sugar in barrels and bananas by the stalk. 


The Lipan Flat was treeless and antelope roamed 
freely. The Wright family ate antelope, prairie 
chicken, quail and wild turkey. In later years they 
raised hogs for winter butcher, rendering their own 
lard and cutting and curing hams and bacon. A hand 
cranked meat grinder was used to grind and stuff 
sausage links for all the family. A cold winter day 
found neighbors and friends pitching in. Summer 
days found neighbors pitching in for thrashing crews 
and round-ups. 

Josie Wright made her home with her children, 
Alta McMillan, Lawrence Wright, Alice Henning 
and Herbert Wright, until her death in 1951. 

by Lawrence E. (Eldon) Wright 


WRIGHT, LAWRENCE E. 


Lawrence Ervin Wright was born January 24, 
1884, in Kingsbury and came to Tom Green County 
in 1900 with his family, George Washington and 
Josie Wright and his 2 sisters, Alta and Alice, and 
brother, Herbert. He told that while traveling in 
wagons they camped on Kickapoo Creek for the 
night but had to stay over another night for a new- 
born colt to be able to follow. While exploring the 
creek, he found a hole with the imprint of a three 
legged iron pot that had been freshly dug out. He 
often wondered what treasure was recovered. 

Lawrence was married November 5, 1917, to 
Lydia Miears, and they continued to farm and ranch 
in the Scherz and Wall communities where they 
reared two children, Ruth and Lawrence Eldon. They 
attended the Wall Friendship Baptist Church where 
he was a deacon. He and his wife were active in all 
community affairs. Lawrence was a school trustee 
at old Keith School and Scherz school where his 
children attended. 

Lawrence sold Rambouillet bucks to ranchers of 
the county and for several years sold registered 
Hereford bulls. He farmed with horses and could 
shock more bundle feed than two normal men. He 
raised goose-necked maize and headed it with a 
pocket knife for hog and chicken feed. Later, 
graduating to a tractor, his work was a bit easier. 

He died of leukemia in 1955, survived by his wife 
and 2 children and 3 grandchildren. His wife, Lydia, 
stood by him, working livestock, riding on roundups, 
cooking for the threshing crews and any other duties 
necessary. She was active in church work, playing 
the piano or organ whenever needed. 

Lydia Wright, whose sister had died earlier, 
married her brother-in-law, O.C. Ogden, in 1957. 
They lived in San Angelo. Mr. Ogden died in 1980. 
Lydia Ogden lives at the Baptist Memorial High Rise 
apartments on North Main Street. 

by Lawrence E. Wright 


WRIGHT, LAWRENCE E. 
(ELDON) 


Lawrence Eldon Wright was born December 6, 
1931, south of Wall, son of Lawrence Ervin and 
Lydia Wright. In 1935, when his grandfather, George 
Washington Wright died, the family sold the farm 
near Wall and moved to the Scherz Community. 

He went to the first grade in San Angelo, while 
his sister, Ruth, attended Junior High. The dual home 
arrangement lasted only one school year. After that, 
Ruth boarded in town until she received her driver’s 
license and could drive in. Lawrence attended Scherz 
school, riding a horse three and a half miles or 
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walking two miles down the fence line. He 
transferred to Wall, then finished high school in San 
Angelo. He attended Angelo Junior College, Texas 
Tech, and received a math degree from Sul Ross 
University in 1958. 

Lawrence married Helen Carpenter, who was 
raised in Sterling County, December 26, 1956. They 
raised three daughters, Jody, Karen, and Laurie. 
Helen was an elementary school teacher at Sam 
Houston in San Angelo until 1983, when she moved 
to Arizona. 

Jody graduated from San Angelo Central, attended 
Texas Tech and graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma with a music degree. She is married to 
Major Kenneth Schnell. They have a daughter. 

Karen attended Wall and San Angelo schools, 
majoring in history at Angelo State University. After 
completing her Junior year, she married Kevin 
Scribner and has two boys. They live in Odessa. 

Laurie graduated from Wall and Angelo State 
University with a degree in Elementary Education. 
She has a daughter. They live in Eden, where Laurie 
teaches 6th grade. 

Lawrence was a radar technician in the Army in 
1954 and 1955. He worked for General Telephone 
Company for over 28 years, 25 of which were spent 
in the ever-changing computer technology field. 

He is active in church and community affairs. He 
is president of the Lipan Creek flood control district 
board of directors, having served on the board 
several years. 

Lawrence is a pilot, amember of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association and has flown to the Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, Fly-in several times plus visiting 
Minnesota Army friends in his plane, which he 
hangars on his place. 

He has been an active amateur radio operator since 
1961, past president of the San Angelo Amateur 
Radio Club, and has worked emergency commun- 
ications in disaster situations. He has worked in more 
than 100 countries all over the world. 

Lawrence still lives on the old family homestead 
17 miles southeast of San Angelo with his wife, 
Nancy. They were married January 9, 1987. He still 
runs cattle and is enjoying working at home instead 
of at General Telephone Company. 

by Lawrence E. Wright 


WRIGHT, ORVAL LEE and 
MARJORY JO (COX) 


Orval Lee Wright was born to Roy and Elnora 
Kreuger Wright in Tom Green County, on September 
11, 1938. He attended Miles School, Angelo 
University, and Texas Tech for his Bachelors Degree 
in 1966 and Texas A&M for his Masters Degree in 
1975. He met Marjory Jo Cox while they were 
attending Texas Tech. They graduated in the same 
class, the summer of 1966. They married in San 
Angelo, on July 9, 1966. He went to work in La 
Grange as Agricultural Agent, September, 1966. 

Marjory Jo Cox was born on January 13, 1944 to 
Donald D. and Fay Treadaway Cox in Tom Green 
County, San Angelo. She attended San Angelo 
Schools, Angelo College two years, and finished a 
Bachelors Degree in 1966 at Texas Tech. She taught 
school four years in La Grange and four years in 
Cuero. 

Orval and Marjory were married in Johnson 
Street Church of Christ. Orval was in 4H and FFA. 
Marjory was in 4H; for ten years she was 4H leader. 
Orval worked at a cotton gin when he was not in 
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Marjory Cox 
school in earlier years, then in his father’s dairy. 
Marjory was in high school and college band, and 
taught piano in Cuero to private students. She won 
many Ist places in 4H cooking and serving. She won 
two trips to Texas A&M in her 4H projects. 


Back row Lto R: Teresa Jo, Fay, Donald. Front row: 
Alan Lee, and Kim Cox 


Marjory and Orval had two children. Teresa Jo 
was born in La Grange on April 10, 1969. She 
finished high school in May 1987. Her brother Alan 
Lee was born Thanksgiving morning, November 25, 
1971, in Cuero. They have been in 4H since they 
were eight years old. Alan and Teresa have been to 
Round Up in Texas A&M for two years. They have 
been judging grasses. Alan won Ist place in 1987, 
the high individual in the State. Their team of 
judging, Teresa, Alan and another girl, won 3rd 
place in the State. 

Marjory, their mother, died while visiting in San 
Angelo on August 1, 1975 and was buried in Tom 
Green County, San Angelo. 

Orval Wright remarried. He and Judy Starr mar- 
ried in November 1976 and moved to Gonzales 
where he is still Agricultural Agent. Judy has two 
sons, Jack and Scott Starr. 

by Donald Cox 


WRIGHT, WILLIAM 
ANDREW and MAY 
(PHILLIPS) 


William Andrew Wright was born September 28, 
1858, in Bowling Green, Kentucky, the son of Dr. 
and Mrs. (Mary Margaret Rodgers) Andrew Fayette 
Wright. The family moved following the Civil War 
to Sherman, Texas. As a youngster, Will had a bout 
with tuberculosis; so following graduation from the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, he moved 
“west” to San Angelo and began the practice of law. 

On October 29, 1883, he married May Phillips in 
Dallas. The couple had four daughters; one of whom 
lived to adulthood. Margaret Stanley Wright was 
born September 30, 1887. 

Quoting from an article in the June, 1984, 
Standard-Times: 

“Wright first stepped onto the San Angelo scene 
just over 100 years ago... Wright came to Angelo, 
then a city of 900 with 14 saloons, 75 professional 
gamblers, and 27 women of easy virtue, on March 
6, 1883. He was a slight youth, weighing only 114 
pounds and called the ‘kid lawyer’ by many 
cowboys. 

“Tt didn’t take Wright long to establish himself. 
His first murder trial involved a Chinaman named 
‘Little Sing.’ The victim was found floating in the 
Concho River minus his head, arms and legs. 

“An unidentified Chinese from San Francisco 
gave Wright $500 in $20 gold pieces to handle the 
prosecution. He won the case, but the decision was 
reversed by the Supreme Court because the identity 
of the corpus delicti had not been established.” 
Wright was quoted as saying this seemed like the 
biggest fee he ever received. 

Though not as famous as Judge Roy Bean, his 
law practice lasted for more than 50 years and is as 
colorful as most in Texas. Governor James Hogg 
asked him to prosecute two famous murder cases 
and he won them both. He also defended more than 
160 people charged with murder, including a black 
marshal, a millionaire banker, and the son of an 
Austrian field marshal. 

A member of the 26th Texas Legislature, he was 
chairman of the Committee of Public Land and Land 
Offices, which made all laws pertaining to free public 
school lands, and 2,200,000 acres of university 
territory. 

The “Judge,” as he was affectionately called, 
survived seven law partners. He was named the “dean 
of the West Texas Bar.” His wife, May, preceded him 
in death, June of 1935. W.A. Wright died July 3, 
1945. 

by May Tupper Quick 


WUEMLING, DEITRICH 
ALBERT 


Albert Wuemling was born near Hamburg, 
Germany, in 1908. His parents were Wilhelm and 
Meta Kolster Wuemling. He had two sisters and four 
brothers. Soon after World War I, the family realized 
that the situation in Germany was not improving as 
it should have, so they decided to move to Texas, as 
Meta’s parents, one sister and two brothers were 
already in Texas. They sold their home, furnishings, 
land and livestock one week and the next week the 
value of the German dollar dropped to zero. 

They left Germany in July of 1923. They sailed 
to Ellis Island, New York, where they went through 
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Eda Horeis and Albert Wuemling on Wedding day - 
December 23, 1930 


customs and were permitted to enter the United 
States. They then sailed to Galveston. They boarded 
a train and went to Bell County where Meta’s brother, 
Henry Kolster, lived. They stayed a short time there 
and came to the San Angelo area that fall. Albert 
entered school just long enough to get a foundation 
in English so that he could read English and teach 
himself. Reading was one of his favorite hobbies. 

Eda Marie Horeis was born at Tankersley in 1913. 
Her parents were John Henry and Minna Horeis. The 
Horeis family had come from near Hamburg, 
Germany, also. Eda attended school in Tankersley 
and Fairview. 

Eda and Albert married in San Angelo in 1930. 
They stock-farmed near San Angelo for three years 
before moving to Midway, between San Angelo and 
Arden. There were three daughters born to them: 
Frances Elaine, September 30, 1935; Mary Anita, 
December 1, 1936; and Peggy Jean, March 1, 1940. 

The family moved to Arden in 1954. Albert passed 
away in 1964. Eda continued to live at Arden until 
1975. She lives on Spring Creek out of Mertzon. 

Frances married Walter Chambliss of San Angelo 
in 1955. They have three daughters; Sharon, Lynn, 
and Susan. They live in Portales, New Mexico. Mary 
married Alvin R. Mauldin, Jr., in 1957. They have 
two daughters, Sylvia and Kimberly. They live in 
San Marcos, Texas. Peggy married Robert E. (Bob) 
Steger of Mertzon in 1958. They have one son, Ken. 
They live on Spring Creek out of Mertzon. 

by Peggy Wuemling Steger 


WUEMLING, WILHELM 
JOHANN 


Wilhelm Wuemling (died 1973) was born at 
Horne, Germany, August 12, 1884. Meta Kolster 
(died 1977) was born in Hamburg, Germany, June 
15, 1885. They were married in 1907. Wilhelm 
served in the German war with Russia and was 
wounded and spent the remainder of the war 
recuperating. 


Wilhelm Wuemling Family - Passport Picture - 1923 


Meta’s parents were Margaretta Mahler and 
Johanna Heinrich Kolster who came to America in 
1908 and settled around San Angelo and farmed. 

Meta and Wilhelm had six children born in 
Germany — Deitrich Albert born May 11, 1908, died 
March 13, 1964; Wilhelm Heinrich born October 24, 
1909, died March 16, 1978; Hans Deitrich born June 
2, 1911; Hertha Margaret Marie Wuemling Feil, born 
December 11, 1912; Martha Anna Christine born 
June 14, 1914, died July 31, 1979; John Arthur born 
August 25, 1915, died May 28, 1968. One child was 
born in Texas — Ludwig William, June 19, 1924. 

The Wuemling children went to school in Suder 
Diech (South Dike), Germany. They lived by the 
Elbe River near the North Sea. The Wuemling family 
departed Germany from Bremerhaven aboard the 
“Muenchen” which was Germany’s largest steamer 
at that time. Upon their arrival at Ellis Island, N.Y., 
President Harding died and they were “quarantined” 
on the steamer for six days. Wilhelm felt Ellis Island 
meant more to them than a processing station — it 
was to symbolize their passage to peaceful produc- 
tive America which it turned out to be for the entire 
family. He was never bitter about the six day wait, 
but he was fearful that maybe all they would see of 
America was the New York harbor and would be 
sent back to Germany. Wilhelm had sold his home, 
land and all household goods to have the money to 
come and the very next week the German money 
became worthless and he had to borrow money from 
his father-in-law to come. This amounted to $1,205 
and he was able to pay it back in four years. 

The family was enroute from Germany to San 
Angelo one month, arriving on August 24, 1923. 
They boarded a freighter at Ellis Island and came to 
Galveston. They came to San Angelo by train by 
way of Bell County where they visited Meta’s 
brother, Henry. They stayed on the Anna (Meta’s 
sister) and Henrich Feil farm at Midway until 
January, 1924. They then moved to Tankersley and 
farmed for two years. In 1926 they moved back to 
Midway to Meta’s father’s farm for one year. In 1926 
they moved to the Haynes farm in Midway and 


farmed it until 1936. They purchased their farm at 

Grape Creek in 1935, but did not get possession until 

1936. They operated this farm until their deaths. 
by Peggy Wuemling Steger 


WYATT, JACOB 
MADISON “BUD” 


Jacob Madison “Bud” Wyatt was the 9th of 13 
children born to Francis Marion (Frank) Wyatt, and 
Rebecca Wright Wyatt at Ingram, on October 17, 
1889. At the age of two months, Bud and his family 
moved to Sonora, where they ranched. At that time 
Sonora was a small community of about ten houses 
and one water well. The well was located about 
where the jail house now stands. There was not a 
wire fence between Sonora and San Angelo. 

Bud grew up on the ranch and came to San Angelo 
about 1915. He worked for Crowther Hardware in 
their tin shop with his brother-in-law, Clyde 
Windrow. Later he worked at Wendland Manu- 
facturing Company where he met B.P. (Barny) 
Ashley. Together they formed the company of Angelo 
Metal Works on West Harris Street near The 
Standard-Times. Due to Bud’s health and the in- 
ability to get sheet metal because of World War II, 
the partnership ended around 1944 or 45. 

While he was a boarder with Mrs. L.C. Goodwin 
(better known as “Ma Goodwin’’), he met her 
daughter, Juanita Rebecca Goodwin. They were 
married December 5, 1916. Juanita was the oldest 
of five children born to Hal E. Goodwin and Loula 
Catherine McDougald Goodwin in Crockett, May 
1, 1889. 

To this union, four children were born: William 
Francis “Bill” Wyatt, born July 15, 1918; Robert 
Madison “Bob” Wyatt, born December 7, 1920; 
twins Juanita Marie “‘Nita’’ Wyatt and Jacob Marion 
“Jake” Wyatt, born October 24, 1926. 

Jacob Madison “Bud” died August 28, 1949. 

Juanita Rebecca died May 16, 1972. 

They lived their married life in San Angelo and 
are buried here also. 

by Jessie Wyatt 
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WYATT, JAMES 
ROBERT “JIM” 


James Robert “Jim”? Wyatt was born November 
5, 1948 in San Angelo. On December 26, 1969, he 
married Beverley Jolene Minton. She was born 
January 10, 1949, to William S. Minton, Sr. and the 
late Martha (White) Minton. 

Jim served with the Navy for four years. He was 
stationed at Brunswick, Maine, with deployments 
to Bermuda, Spain, and the Azores. He was 
discharged from the Navy in July 1983. He graduated 
from ASU and now teaches in the San Angelo school 
system. 

They have two children: Tucker Lynn, born 
February 18, 1975, and Spencer Will, born April 27, 
1979. 

by Jessie Wyatt 


WYATT, JUDITH FRANCES 
“JUDY ” 


Judy married Daniel Everitt Mittel in 1959 in 
Austin. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mittel 
of Eldorado. Dan graduated from the University of 
Texas and Judy graduated from SWTU. 

They had two children: Laura Lee Mittel, born 
November 2, 1959, and Stephen Louis Mittel, born 
July 6, 1961. 

Judy married Don Charles Phillips in 1975 in San 
Angelo. His parents were John Jay Phillips and 
Josephine (Green) Phillips from Garden City. Don 
was born April 8, 1941 in Big Spring. Don served in 
Vietnam as a Captain, flying AHZG Cobra gunships 
with the 4th U.S. Cavalry. They live in Seguin. 

Laura Lee Mittel married Stephen Stolinski 
December 26,1981. Stephen was born November 4, 
1954. 

Stephen Louis Mittel graduated from SWTU with 
a degree in commercial art and lives in Houston. 

by Jessie Wyatt 


WYATT, MILES ALLEN 
(MIKE) and DEBORAH KAY 
(HULING) 


Miles Allen (Mike) Wyatt was born June 16, 1949, 
in San Angelo, Texas. On September 22, 1971, he 
married Deborah Kay Huling (born December 1, 
1949) in San Angelo. They have three sons: Heath 
Allen Wyatt (born January 6, 1973), Todd Michael 
Wyatt (born December 15, 1975), and Jacob Miles 
Wyatt (born December 21, 1982). 

Mike is the son of Oscar Leonard Wyatt, Jr. (born 
February 12, 1925 in San Angelo) and Bobbie Louise 
Barker (born July 14, 1927 in Memphis). He has 
three sisters: Donna Jean Wyatt Wiley, Nancy Lynn 
Wyatt Davis, and Deborah Ann Wyatt Braden. Mike 
was born and raised in San Angelo until 1950 when 
his family moved to Arkansas where his father 
operated a dairy. The family returned to the San 
Angelo area and has resided in the rural community 
of Harriett since the late 1950’s. His family was 
actively involved in the dairy business through the 
early 1970s. Mike attended school in Miles being 
very involved in all athletic activities. He graduated 
from Miles High School in 1967 and attended Angelo 
State University. Mike has always enjoyed working 
with livestock and was especially fond of calf roping. 
This talent seems to be evident also in his sons. Heath 
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is participating in steer roping and both Heath and 
Todd are beginning to calf rope. 

Mike worked for the Webster ranch for several 
years prior to spending approximately 10 years in 
the oil field as an Engineer for Welex. He is presently 
engaged in farming in the Harriett area. 

Mike is the grandson of Oscar Leonard Wyatt, Sr. 
(born December 18, 1903) and Myrtle Ralston Wyatt 
(born October 18, 1907) and Oscar Whitt Barker 
(born October 11, 1900) and Berta Mae Barker (born 
May 5, 1909). 

Mr. Wyatt, Sr. was one of the founders of the cattle 
sale barn in San Angelo which was known as San 
Angelo Livestock Auction. He and his partners 
(Clayton Webster and H.E. McCullough) opened the 
sale barn, then located on Culwell Street, and 
operated this business through the mid 1950’s. Mr. 
Wyatt was also actively involved in farming and 
ranching, and later owned and operated the 
Glenmore Drug Store prior to moving to Austin in 
early 1960’s. Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt then were the 
proprietors of a motel in Austin through the early 
1970’s. Mr. Wyatt passed away on July 8, 1982, and 
is buried in Capital Memorial Park in Round Rock. 
Mrs. Wyatt is living in Pflugerville and continues to 
be active in the Baptist Church there. 

Deborah Kay Huling was born December 1, 1949, 
in San Angelo. On September 22, 1971, she married 
Miles Allen (Mike) Wyatt (born June 16, 1949 in 
San Angelo). They have three sons: Heath Allen 
Wyatt (born January 6, 1973), Todd Michael Wyatt 
(born December 15, 1975), and Jacob Miles Wyatt 
(born December 21, 1982). 

Deborah is the daughter of James Marshall (Jake) 
Huling (born June 20, 1922 in Blair, Oklahoma) and 
Carmen Opal Lane (born November 6, 1924 in 
Coryell County, Texas). Deborah and her brother, 
James Marshall Huling, Jr. (born October 11, 1948) 
grew up in San Angelo. Deborah attended school in 
the San Angelo area and graduated from San Angelo 
Central High School in 1967. She was active in 
various school organizations and was a two year 
member of the Tex-Ann drill team. She attended 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock and graduated 
from Angelo State University in San Angelo in 
December 1970, with a BBA degree in Business 
Administration with a teaching certificate. Following 
graduation, Deborah worked a short time for a law 
firm in San Angelo before accepting a position in 
the medical department with the Texas Department 
of Mental Health and Mental Retardation at their 
facility in Carlsbad. She worked as a medical 
secretary for five years before taking a leave to be at 
home with her boys. In 1976, Deborah joined the 
staff of General Telephone Company of the 
Southwest where she is presently employed as a 
Staff Secretary. 

Deborah’s grandfather, John Marshall Huling, 
founded the San Tex Feed and Mineral Company. 
Both her father and grandfather were actively 
involved in its operations. 

by Deborah Wyatt 


WYATT, ROBERT MADISON 


Robert Madison “Bob” Wyatt, graduated from San 
Angelo High School and Angelo Junior College. He 
served with the U.S. Army as a Military Policeman 
during World War II. He worked for several oil 
companies as an accountant, is retired from Transco, 
and lives in Houston and Galveston. 

by Jessie Wyatt 


WYATT, WILLIAM 
FRANCIS “BILL” 


William Francis “Bill”? Wyatt was born in San 
Angelo July 15, 1918. He graduated from High 
School and attended San Angelo Business College. 

On August 18, 1940, he married Jessie Lee 
Glasscock from Truscott, Knox County. She had just 
graduated from Shannon Hospital School of Nursing. 
Her parents were Louis Abner “Ab” Glasscock and 
Mattie Mae (Bates) Glasscock of Truscott. He was 
born in Burnet, and she was born in Bell County. 

Bill enlisted in the Army in September, 1942, and 
served as First Sergeant with the 9th Air Force in 
the ETO for two years. After his discharge in 1945, 
he moved to Eldorado where he was employed by 
Cooper Gas Company. 

Two children were born to them: Judith Frances 
(Judy) Wyatt, January 11, 1942; and James Robert 
(Jim) Wyatt, November 5, 1948. 

At the time of his death, October 12, 1978, Bill 
was employed at Ethicon. 

Jessie worked at Doctor’s Clinic and Angelo Clinic 
Association before retiring in 1985. 

by Jessie Wyatt 


WYCKOFF, ROBERT 
ALEXANDER 


My father, Robert Alexander Wyckoff, was born 
June 24, 1861, at Burnet. The family, including seven 
sons and a daughter, later moved to Cold Creek 
Canyon in Llano County. Robert came as a cowboy 
to San Angelo in 1897. He met my mother, L. 
Meadie Huett, one day in 1898 when he was seeking 
directions to the Collard house. He stopped at No. 7 
Fort Concho, home of her parents, James Lafayette 
and Martha Jane Huett, and L. Meadie answered the 
door. 

L. Meadie and her sister, Minnie, had herded 
sheep most of their young lives all over the hills 
of Juno. 

Robert and his six brothers were horse traders. 
When he came to San Angelo, he found employment 
at Girdwood Wagon Yard and Elkhorn Wagon Yard, 
back when Walter Spears was Sheriff. Later, he 
worked for many years for the Texas State Highway 
Department, and was well known as “Uncle Bob.” 

My parents were married May 25, 1898, in No. 7 
of old Fort Concho. Three children were born to this 
union. My brother, J. Edward Wyckoff, was born 
March 18, 1899 and died in 1943. I was born 
November 28, 1900, in the old Fort Concho hospital. 
I was one of the last babies to be born there before it 
burned. 

Mrs. Harvey Collard, Sr., owned and operated the 
only mattress factory, operated by a horse, in San 
Angelo at that time. She was a dear friend and helped 
bring me into this world. My sister, Reta Mae 
(Wyckoff) Woody, was born August 7, 1906, in a 
house on Irving Street which has been torn down. 

My father built our home place in 1906 at 1419 
Metcalfe Street. 

Charles B. Metcalfe owned all the land, including 
water rights, from Lone Wolf Bridge to the forks of 
the two Conchos. My father had a contract to gather 
pecans on the halves. He could not stand heights; so 
it was left up to Mama and me to climb trees and 
thrash pecans. My father and my sister picked pecans 
and sacked them. Any nuts which fell into the river 
we retrieved by boat. One winter Papa and I had to 


keep a watch in the pecan grove, to keep people from 
stealing our pecans. It was so cold, ice was every- 
where. I decided to thrash one tree anyway. Papa 
didn’t want me to climb that day, but I did. In a little 
while, my hands got numb. I called to Papa that I 
could not hold on; so he raked a big pile of leaves. I 
fell on the leaves and wasn’t hurt. We went home 
after that. 

Father died February 28, 1938. Mother died 
October 3, 1971, at 93. 

The old Post Surgeon’s hospital building where I 
was born was reconstructed in 1987 on the original 
site to the original design. One wing houses the 
library of the adjacent Fort Concho elementary 
school. We love San Angelo and what old Fort 
Concho stands for. 

by Cora Lee (Wyckoff) Edward 


YAGGY, WALTER ESHER 


Walter Esher Yaggy 


Walter Yaggy chose San Angelo, in Tom Green 
County as his home after his marriage to Christelle 
Hemphill. Along with the girl, he loved the country 
in which she and her family had settled. 

Walter Esher Yaggy was born to Levy Walter and 
Sarah Esher Yaggy in 1889, in Lake Forest, Illinois. 
Both the Yaggy and Esher families came to the 
United States from Switzerland in the early 1800’s. 

Since his parents travelled widely, Walter’s early 
schooling was mostly in Europe. He completed his 
training at Lake Forest Academy, Hotchkiss 
Preparatory School and graduated from Yale 
University in 1911. He appreciated the value of a 
good education and in later years was committed to 
the promotion and expansion of the Tom Green 
County Library. He was a charter and life member 
of the library board, being chairman his last fifteen 
years. The reference section of the library was named 
in memory of him. 

His education completed. Walter worked as co- 
manager of the Yaggy Plantation in Hutchinson, 
Kansas, an apple orchard and timber firm. 

He became a pilot in the Army Air Corps in World 
War IJ and his interest in aviation continued through 
his life. In later years, he served on the aviation 
committee of the Board of City Development, which 
was instrumental in developing the first airport 


southeast of the city, and in bringing into the city the 
first air mail delivery. 

In 1918, Walter Yaggy married Christelle 
Hemphill, daughter of William Marcus Hemphill and 
Amanda Adaline Caruthers Hemphill of San Angelo. 
They made their home here. The Yaggys had two 
daughters: Christelle Yaggy Taylor, born in 1919 and 
Sarah Esher Yaggy Otto, born in 1922. 

In 1926, L. Bascom Horton and Walter Yaggy 
became partners in the real estate and insurance firm 
of Horton and Yaggy. Gordon Kenley joined the firm 
in 1932. In 1952, Horton, Yaggy and Kenley, along 
with Audy Byrum, founded the First Savings and 
Loan Association in San Angelo. Walter Yaggy was 
vice president. 

Walter Yaggy, in association with his father-in- 
law, William Marcus Hemphill, W.D. Hunter, and 
A.A. DeBerry, as well as others, was instrumental 
in the development of the Santa Rita Addition, at 
that time a sparsely settled area in the southwest part 
of the city. He did practically all of the planning for 
its development and named many of the streets. 

During World War II, Walter Yaggy was vice 
chairman of the War Chest Drive which covered 21 
counties. He was also a director of the local Red 
Cross, and on the executive board of the West Texas 
Chamber of Commerce. 

When asked what was his ambition for San Angelo 
and West Texas, he replied: “To preserve its distinct 
character and develop its natural advantages.’’ He 
did see growth in San Angelo with its beauty and 
quality preserved. 

by Sarah Yaggy Otto 


YANDELL, DR. WILLIAM M. 
and NANNIE (RUST) 


When David Williams, one of the first sheep 
ranchers, established his ranch on the North Concho 
River four miles above present day Water Valley, he 
began working toward securing a post office on the 
pony express mail route from Colorado City to Ben 
Ficklin and Fort Concho. In 1885, the first post office 
was named ‘Yandell’ in honor of Dr. William M. 
Yandell of San Angelo. Dr. Yandell was a friend of a 
Third Assistant Postmaster General who had the 
governmental responsibility of approving and 
designating new offices. 

Dr. William Yandell had come from Kentucky for 
his health. Being afflicted with asthma, he had sought 
the warm, dry climate that Texas had to offer. 

He became interested in printing a newspaper in 
San Angelo, and purchased one already in existence. 

According to deed records in the Tom Green 
Courthouse, A.P. McCarty had sold to Penrose N. 
Ions, a gentleman from Virginia, and J.H.F. Farley, 
the newspaper printing office in the town of San 
Angelo and included the printing presses, type, etc. 
on December 7, 1883. 

Then Penrose N. Ions sold to William M. Yandell 
for $2200.00 7/12th undivided interest in the west 
25 feet of Lot #1 in Block #2 of San Angelo. Also 
all the printing presses, type, furniture and fixtures 
belonging to the Tom Green Times — Enterprise 
newspaper printing office. This transaction took 
place August 1, 1885. 

Dr. William Yandell, in turn sold it to Felix 
Probandt and John Berger in 1887. It was then San 
Angelo Enterprise and sold for $1800.00. 

Dr. William Yandell was interested in livestock 
and was one of the first breeders of white-faced cattle 
in this section on his Lipan Flat Ranch, 20 miles 


southeast of San Angelo. He was in partnership with 
Dr. David W. Yandell and W.HS. Frayer, and covered 
Survey #169, #170, #180, and #200. 

This area of West Texas began to suffer from a 
lack of rainfall. For 23 months in 1887 and 1888, no 
rain of significance fell. 

January 12, 1887, Dr. William M. Yandell sold 
his school Section Survey #200 to W.H.S. Frayer, 
and he and his wife, Nannie (Rust) moved to El Paso 
County. 


On August 1, 1888, Dr. David W. Yandell of 
Jefferson County Kentucky, sold his interests in the 
ranching venture to H.W.S. Frayer. This included 
Survey #169, the stock branded FOS, some saddle 
horses, and a small remnant of cattle branded LE ; 
also O-(Circle Bar). 

On January 28, 1896, William M. Yandell of El 
Paso County, Texas, sold his interest in Section #170, 
#180, to David W. Yandell of Jefferson County, 
Kentucky. 

by Thomas and JoAn Earnest 


YORK - BUCHANAN 


James Dewitt “J.D.” York was born in 1886 in 
Milam County, Texas, son of J.C. and Mattie Ellen 
(Fowler) York. He was married to Annie Will 
Buchanan, August 3, 1922, in Dallas, Texas. 

J.D. was bookkeeper for the National Biscuit 
Company in 1906, after he went to college. He rode 
a motorcycle around to the different businesses. He 
taught school in Byrd, Tom Green County, for two 
years. In 1916, he opened a general store and became 
postmaster in Vancourt, Texas. He operated the store 
until his retirement in 1948. He was also a farmer 
and a member of the Vancourt School Board for 15 
years. He used to say that, before he married, his 
usual lunch was a Hershey bar and crackers. He loved 
to tell the story of how a coyote, “by cunning and 
devious means,” managed to get into the old White 
Swan School’s filter system and into the concrete 
cistern. Using gravel, sand and charcoal, the filter 
was supposed to make the rainwater safe for 
drinking. When the Vancourt school was in 
operation, he used to give $5.00 every year to the 
student with the best scholastic records. 

Annie Will was born in 1894 in Mississippi, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G.H. Buchanan. Her 
family were early settlers in the Vancourt area, as 
were J.D.’s. When her mother died in 1915, Annie 
Will was the oldest daughter; one of the children 
was just a baby. Annie Will worked hard to keep all 
the work done and take care of the children, and 
missed a lot of school because of it. She played the 
piano in church when she was young. After she and 
J.D. were married, she worked with him in the store. 
She was active in Home Demonstration work and 
was a member of a garden club in San Angelo. She 
loved arts and crafts and taking care of her yard and 
flowers. 

J.D. died in 1969; Annie Will died in 1985. They 
are buried in Lawnhaven Cemetery, San Angelo, 
Texas. 

by Betty Jane Smith 


YOUNG, DORIS (BAZE) 


I, Doris Young, am a great-great-granddaughter 
of Mrs. Jane Kizer Baze. I was born in Pecos, Texas, 
on December 21, 1930. Roy Dale Collins and I were 
married on September 7, 1952, at my parents’ (Albert 
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Mrs. Doris Baze Young 


E. and Lois D. Baze) home in San Angelo by Rev. 
B.H. Bohmfolk. The marriage certificate was 
recorded in Tarrant County. 

Our daughter, Linda, was born on September 23, 
1953 in San Angelo. She spent one year in Iran for 
an oil company. On June 2, 1978 she died in a traffic 
accident in Galveston. 

Our next child, Craig was born on October 26, 
1954 in San Angelo. He served in the U.S. Army in 
Germany. He graduated from Texas State Technical 
Institute at Waco with a degree in Applied Science. 
He is now doing research work for the University of 
California in laser fusion at the Los Alamos Scientific 
Laboratory at Los Alamos, New Mexico. 

Our third child, Chris, was born in Japan on March 
31, 1958. He has been captain of a boat serving 
offshore drilling rigs in the Gulf of Mexico. He now 
is in the construction business in Fort Worth. 

Our fourth child, Kent, divides his time between 
a ranch in North Texas and helping Chris in Fort 
Worth. Kent was born in Florida on October 18, 
1960. 

Craig married Shana Ford and they have one 
child, Craig Jr. Chris married Sherrie Neal and they 
have one child, Jason. 

Ihave worked worked for the City of Fort Worth, 
The Texas Employment Commission, the law firm 
of Austin and Summerfield, and in the Central 
Accounting Office of the U.S. Air Force at Carswell 
Air Force Base in Fort Worth. Now I am a Spares 
Analyst for General Dynamics. My first job after 
college was with the San Angelo Standard-Times. 
Then I worked for the Lone Star Gas Company in 
San Angelo. 

by Doris Baze Collins Young 


YOUNG, ERNEST EDGAR 


Ernest Edgar Young, known as “Double E”’ or 
“Brigham” by his friends, was born December 8, 
1903, near LaRue in Henderson County, Texas. His 
parents were Joseph Edgar and Catherine Jeffronia 
(Gauntt) Young. 

Ernest finished A&M University in 1927 with a 
B.S. degree in animal husbandry, later receiving an 
M.A. degree from Sul Ross University. 
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He taught vocational agriculture in Ralls, for four 
years. In 1930, his Future Farmers of America 
judging team placed first in the state dairy judging 
contest and fifth in the national contest held in Kansas 
City. 

In 1931, he accepted a position as teacher in San 
Angelo High School, where he taught 35 years before 
retiring in 1966. 

On December 26, 1931, Ernest married Verna Lois 
Leach in Fort Worth. Ernest and Lois had two 
children: Marcus Edgar Young, born February 20, 
1935, and Patricia Grey Young, born September 21, 
1937. 

In 1941, Ernest saw a need for the San Angelo 
teachers to form a credit union. He and six other 
teachers met with the Federal Credit Union 
representative to discuss its formation and its 
function as to duties, qualifications, and limitations 
on borrowing. The credit union was formed and first 
known as The San Angelo Public School Credit 
Union. E.E. Young was elected its first president. It 
has expanded to become the third largest in the city 
and is now known as Concho Educators Federal 
Credit Union. 

Mr. Young was a member of the executive 
committee which organized the San Angelo Fat 
Stock Show in 1932. In 1950, three of his students 
received awards for grand champion, reserve grand 
champion, and best fine wool lambs of the show. 

A quote from the book, Fifty Years at the San 
Angelo Fat Stock Show and Rodeo, states, “E.E. 
Young was a guiding director of the San Angelo Fat 
Stock Show. .. . he was honored twice by directors, 
officials, and students of the show in 1962, and again 
in 1969, at the rodeo performance.” 


Ernest Edgar Young 


He served as president of the San Angelo A&M 
Club. He was a member of the Texas State Teachers 
Association, and served on the Board of Stewards 
of the First United Methodist Church. 

Mr. Young was instrumental in interesting Glen 
Arons, the man who owned land on either side of 
the creek between Forest Park and Woodlawn streets, 
to donate it to the city providing they would develop 
it into a park. It is now Brentwood Park, one of the 
most used in the city. 


Living to see former students become successful 
businessmen, professional, agricultural, and 
ranchmen of the area, were his proudest moments 
before his death December 6, 1973, two days before 
his seventieth birthday. 

by Lois Young 


YOUNG, GUS E. 


Gustaf Esias (Gus) Young was born October 22, 
1892, in Travis County, the second child of August 
and Anna Carlsdotter Young. Both his parents had 
emigrated to Texas from Sweden in 1889, meeting 
on the ship. In 1907 the family moved to the West 
Sweden community just north of Brady in 
McCulloch County, and his father furnished land for 
the local school. The family grew to fifteen children 
with twelve reaching adulthood. On December 22, 
1912, Gus married Hulda Sophia Johnson, also the 
daughter of immigrants (Anders Johan Johnson and 
Helena Sophia Hendrickson, who had married in 
Williamson County in 1883.) Hulda was the sixth 
child, born on February 3, 1895, and her mother died 
in 1901 following complications from the birth of 
her ninth child. In 1904 her father married a widow, 
Hulda Nelson, who had two sons, and in 1905 they 
all moved to McCulloch County also. 

Gus and Hulda Young farmed in McCulloch 
County where they attended West Sweden 
Methodist Church. He also served as postmaster at 
Whiteland for a time and finally moved his growing 
family to San Angelo in the late 1920’s. Gus Young 
was a linguist, reading and speaking Swedish, 
English, and Spanish. In his later years, he often 
translated legal documents for Spanish-speaking 
persons who could not read English. He often read 
the dictionary to add to his extensive vocabulary. 
Hulda was the typical Swedish mother — caring for 
her large family and cooking special dishes. Her 
homemade donuts and sponge cake were of special 
delight to her numerous grandchildren who dropped 
by after school for “koffeedoks”’ which was four 
o’clock coffee and snack. About 1940, the Youngs 
bought a large home at 414 East 10th Street, where 
they lived until their deaths — his in April, 1969, and 
hers in October, 1974. They raised nine children, 
many of whom still live in San Angelo. Helen 
married Frank Ripple. She died in 1976 following 
his death in 1971. Annie married Marvin Daniel, 
Adeline married Loyd Daniel, and Loraine married 
Marshall Daniel, three brothers. Edwin married 
Louise Brown, Stella married Bill McAnalley, who 
died in 1975, and Lawrence married Dorothy 
Blanton, a widow. The two youngest children are 
Mae Rene who married Gus Parker and Frankie who 
married Alton Sargent and later Jim Eudy. Gus and 
Hulda Young are buried in the Fairmount Cemetery 
in San Angelo. 

by Virginia Daniel Babb 


YOUNG, JAMES MURRELL 
and VIOLET (HARLOW) 


James Murrell Young was born April 26, 1913 in 
(Lake View) San Angelo. He and Violet Harlow were 
married August 13, 1933 in Robert Lee. Violet was 
born March 18, 1915, in Higbee, Missouri. They 
have four children, Elizabeth Ann (Young) Whitley 
who married Buck Whitley in Mertzon. They have 
two children, Jon Bill and Clay Whitley, and one 
grandchild, Randi Leeann Whitley. James Murrell 


James Murrell Young and Violet Harlow Young 


Young, Jr. of Fort Stockton who married Shirley 
Bitner, they have three children, Sherry Ann (Young) 
Horak, Dawn Michele Young and Jenny Elizabeth 
Young. Thomas Mell Young of San Angelo who 
married Suzanne Jacoby, they have two children, 
Clinton (Clint) Murrell and Whitney Brooke Young. 
Stephen Harlow Young, Omaha, Nebraska who 
married Debby Shuster, they have three children, 
Daniel Paul and Christa Gayle and Brandon Bishop. 

Murrell Young attended Lake View school when 
the school was a small four room building. Lake 
View was an open pasture and farmland at that time. 
He and his buddies loved to ride the wild burros that 
roamed in the area. He loved wildlife and has hunted 
and fished for many years. His hobby as a young 
man was trying to mount birds and animals. That 
love led him to take up taxidermy seriously. He 
opened his Taxidermist shop in 1954. 

Violet (Harlow) Young attended San Angelo High 
School after moving to Texas in March 1928 with 
her parents, the late Carl Floyd and Annie Mae 
(Robb) Harlow from Higbee, Missouri and her two 
brothers, the late Burkie Harlow and Bill Harlow 
now of Fort Worth, Texas. 

Murrell’s parents were the late Martin Luther 
Young who was born in Winchester, Tennessee in 
1870, and Elizabeth Leona (Mapes) Young who was 
born in the Paint Rock, Texas area in 1880. After 
their marriage they came to San Angelo in 1900 to 
settle here. Mr. Young went to work for the old San 
Angelo Ice Company. Murrell and Violet Young still 
live at 4401 Armstrong where they have resided since 
October, 1944. 

by Violet (Harlow) Young 


YOUNG, LEONARD JASPER 
and EMILY (MIRES) 


Leonard Jasper Young, the son of Lewis Jackson 
and Elizabeth Mires Young, was born November 
27, 1863 in Missouri. About 1866 the Young family 
moved to Sharp County, Arkansas and then in 1867 
Fulton County. Jasper resided in Arkansas until 
moving to Denton in 1883 where he worked for a 
short time. After leaving Denton, Jasper moved to 
Tom Green County and began working for his uncle, 
Patrick (Patty) Henry Mires, on an irrigated farm/ 
ranch near Christoval. 


Patrick and Lousia Mires had a daughter, Emily, 
who stole the young Jasper’s heart. Against the odds; 
Patty’s wishes, Emily’s age (13), and the fact they 
were cousins, the two were determined to be married. 
According to the San Angelo Weekly Standard news- 
paper accounts they did so after much adversity. The 
first newspaper account dated August 15, 1885 had 
wrong information, stating the Mary Mires had 
disappeared and supposedly eloped with Jasper 
Young. It also stated that the “old man,” Patty Mires, 
was “hunting for them with a double-barrel shot- 
gun.” The August 29, 1885 issue contained a letter 
from Mary Mires, Emily’s sister, informing them it 
was not her who had disappeared. 


ML 
Leonard Jasper Young and Emily Milissa Jane Mires 
Young 


It took the couple 13 days to obtain a marriage 
license in Mason after attempts in Junction and Brady 
failed because of Patty’s “warnings’”’ and Emily’s 
age. In Mason the couple found a cowboy who would 
swear that Emily was “over 18” so that the county 
clerk would issue them a marriage license. The 
cowboy gave Emily a piece of paper with the numeral 
18 and had Emily place it in her shoe to swear that 
she was “over 18” and should be allowed to marry. 
Jasper and Emily were married on August 20, 1885. 
The newlyweds then moved to Brownwood where 
Jasper worked in a lumber yard and their first child, 
Rosa was born. At the end of 1887 Jasper moved his 
family to Arkansas. Ten of their 12 children were 
born while living in Arkansas. 

About 1914 Jasper moved his family back to Texas 
by train to Ballinger. The family did farm work in 
Ballinger until December 1915 when a move back 
to Tom Green County was made. The Young family 
settled on a farm near the present location of Sunset 
Mall and a year later bought a farm near Carlsbad. 
The family lived at Carlsbad until 1928 when due to 
Jasper’s failing health the family moved into San 
Angelo. 

Emily Milissa Jane Mires Young died December 
3, 1938. Leonard Jasper Young died February 3, 
1948. From this union 12 children were born: Rosa 
Young, Rene Beaver, Jasper Young, Fred Young, 
Meridith Young, Arch Young, Otho Young, Ada 
Cress, Tom Young, Oleta Rustler, and two children 
who died at an early age. 

by Elizabeth E. Martin and Mary Everson 


YOUNG, LEWIS ISAAC 


Lewis Isaac Young and Frances Gertrude (Fannie) 
Windham, Wedding picture - 1908 


Lewis Isaac Young was born in Pulaski, 
Tennessee, January 15, 1880. As a lad of 16 years, 
he came to Water Valley to fulfill his dream of 
becoming a cowboy. 

During his early years as a cowboy he met Frances 
Gertrude (Fannie) Windham and on October 9, 1908, 
they were married in Water Valley by the bride’s 
grandfather, Justice of the Peace J.O. Hanson. They 
began their married life with Mr. Young working as 
foreman of the Roy Foster ranch in Sterling County. 
While living in Sterling County their first child, 
James Thomas was born; however, their roots were 
planted in Water Valley and they returned there to 
make their home. 

Mr. Young purchased a parcel of land in Water 
Valley. A building which had been the Saloon stood 
on this land and Mr. Young, using this building as 
the kitchen, built a home around it which stood until 
fire destroyed it in 1985. 

To the union of Lewis and Fannie there were seven 
children born; Thomas (deceased) as mentioned 
earlier, Marjorie, Leon (Diddle) (deceased), Ruth, 
Frankie, Mina, and Lewis, Jr. (Buzz). Mr. and Mrs. 
Young were devoted and loving parents. In addition 
to his own family, Mr. Young made a home for his 
mother-in-law Maggie Windham and her mother 
Mrs. J.O. (Harriet) Hanson until their deaths. 

Believing that every child should have an 
opportunity to at least a high school education, Mr. 
Young served many years on the school board — all 
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Five generations at the Young home place at Water 
Valley, TX 

Mrs. J.O. (Harriett) Hanson holding great-great 
grandson, James Darrell Young. Standing L to R: 
Maggie Windham, Thomas Young, and Fannie 
(Windham) Young 
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seven of his children graduated from Water Valley 
High School and took an active part in school and 
church. 

Mr. Young continued with ranch work — working 
at various times for Joe Eddy Hall, Crit Clark, Arthur 
Dutton and Louis Farr’s Bar S Ranch. 

Following surgery, Mr. Young died in St. John’s 
Hospital January 22, 1939 and was buried in the 
Water Valley Cemetery. 

Fannie continued to make her home in Water 
Valley and for eleven years was manager of the Water 
Valley School Cafeteria. She died August 1968 and 
is buried in the Water Valley Cemetery. 

The children, their spouses, and grandchildren of 
Lewis and Fannie Young will always have fond and 
pleasant memories of Water Valley. 

The football field at Water Valley was named 
Young Field in 1981 in honor of Leon “Diddle” 
Young. 

by Frankie Young Edwards 


YOUNG, MARCUS EDGAR, 
D.DS. 


= a : 
Dr. Marcus Edgar Young and Mrs. Marjorie Reger 
Young 


Marcus Edgar Young was born 20 February 1935 
in San Angelo, Texas, the son of Ernest Edgar and 
Lois (Leach) Young. 

He attended San Angelo Schools from the first 
grade through San Angelo Junior College from which 
he graduated with an Associate in Arts Degree in 
1955. 

Marcus attended Texas University Dental School 
in Houston and received his Doctor of Dental Surgery 
degree in 1959. Shortly thereafter he received his 
commission as a First Lieutenant in the United States 
Army and was stationed at Stuttgart, West Germany. 

After two years on duty in Germany, he served 
one year at Ft. Hood before his honorable discharge 
from the service as a Captain. He then established 
his dental practice in Eldorado and San Angelo in 
July 1962. 

On 21 April 1962, Marcus married Marjorie Reger, 
daughter of Doctor Charles Kenneth and Marjorie 
(Frazier) Reger. Marjorie is a graduate of Columbia 
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David Young, age 17, and Elizabeth Young, age 14 
in 1984 


University in New York City, having received a B.S. 
Degree in Dental Hygiene in 1960. Dr. and Mrs. 
Young have a successful dental practice in San 
Angelo where they have practiced full time since 
1964. 

David Reger Young born 5 January 1967 and 
Elizabeth Young born 27 July 1970 are their children. 
David is a sophomore at Texas A&M University. 
Elizabeth is a junior at Central High School. 

Marcus is active in the community. He has served 
as President of the West Side Optimist Club and also 
the San Angelo District Dental Society. He is a 
member of the American Dental Association. He is 
a Patron member of the Symphony. Currently he is 
on the Administrative Board of the First United 
Methodist Church, serving in the area of Finance. 

Marcus has long been involved with the Boy 
Scouts. While in high school he received the Eagle 
Scout Rank. In 1983 he was honored to receive the 
Silver Beaver Award primarily because of his efforts 
with the building of the Trust Fund for the Concho 
Valley Council. He is at present a member of the 
Executive Committee for that Council. He has 
attended several Scout Jamborees including the one 
at Valley Forge, Ft. A.P. Hill and the International 
Jamboree in Sweden. 

by Lois Young 


YOUNG, THOMAS MELL and 
SUZANNE (JACOBY) 


Thomas Mell Young was born on March 23, 1946 
in San Angelo, Texas. On June 22, 1976, he married 
Suzanne Jacoby (born June 23, 1950 in Kerrville) in 
Ballinger. They have two children, Clinton Murrell 
and Whitney Brooke Young. 

Thomas graduated from Lake View High School 
in 1965. He attended Southwest Texas University in 
San Marcos and East Texas State University in 
Commerce, Texas. He served in the U.S. Navy 
from1966 to 1969. He served in the Vietnam conflict 


during that time. For ten years, Thomas taught 
Mechanical Trades at Lake View High School and 
Lincoln Junior High School. In 1980 he started to 
work for Marathon Oil Company at the Susan Peak 
field which was discovered in 1948, the top 
producing oilfield in Tom Green County. 

Thomas’ parents are James Murrell and Violet 
(Harlow) Young of San Angelo and his grandparents 
are the late Martin Luther and Elizabeth Leona 
(Mapes) Young and the late Carl Floyd and Annie 
Mae (Robb) Harlow of Higbee, Missouri. 

Suzanne graduated from Central High School in 
1968. She received her B.A. from Angelo State 
University in 1972. She taught school in Miles for 
twelve years. Having made their home in Harriett 
community, their children attend Miles school, and 
the family are members of Harriett Baptist Church. 

Suzanne’s parents are Thomas John and the late 
Gwendolyn Gay (Wright) Jacoby of San Angelo. Her 
grandparents are the late Edward A. and Annie 
(Armstrong) Jacoby of Menard and the late Howell 
and Dora (Ragland) Wright of Junction. 

Thomas and Suzanne have resided in the Harriett 
community for the past ten years in which they have 
built their home themselves. 

by Suzanne Young 


YOUNG, TOM ALFORD and 
RUTH BERNICE (AKINS) 
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Tom Alford Young and Ruth Bernice Akins Young 


Tom Alford Young, son of Leonard Jasper and 
Emily (Mires) Young, was born on May 31, 1908 in 
Salem, Arkansas. His family moved to Ballinger, 
Texas in 1914 by train. In 1915 they moved by wagon 
to a farm in Tom Green County near the present 
location of Sunset Mall. 

About a year later the family bought a farm near 
Carlsbad. During hard times, brought on by a three 
year drought, Tom, at the age of 9 years, helped his 
father make a living by picking up and selling bones. 
Later when the bones were gone, they gathered and 
sold firewood. Finally in 1919 when they made a 
good crop, Jasper Young bought more farmland. 


Tom’s five brothers helped on the farm, but when 
the boys began getting married and leaving, it left 
only Tom and Jasper to do all the farm work. After 
Tom broke his leg when a horse fell on him, Jasper 
worked so hard that his health began to fail and the 
family had to move into San Angelo in 1928. 

Tom Young married Ruth Bernice Akins, daughter 
of Essa Adams and Mary Elizabeth (Dalton) Akins 
on July 21, 1931. When Tom and Ruth first met, 
Essa Akins was sick and died about two weeks later. 
Tom and Ruth began seeing each other, but Mary 
Akins was so strict that it was about a year before 
the couple let her know about them. Mary Akins 
allowed them to date for awhile but later became 
angry with Tom and told him not to see Ruth again. 
At that time they decided to run away and get 
married. 

After the marriage, Tom and Ruth lived and 
worked in many different places in Tom Green 
County. They lived in a chicken house, some tents, 
and several small farm houses. For awhile they lived 
on only $15 a month but they were happy. Later, 
they moved to a farm at Grape Creek, where they 
had round dances in the front yard of their house. 
Their first son, Billy Tom, was born in 1934 while 
they lived there. Five years later, while farming at 
Wall, their daughter Mary Ruth, was born. While 
living on a farm near Eldorado, their third child, 
Larry Alford, was born in 1947. 

In 1967 they bought a farm/ranch on Old Toe Nail 
Trail near Christoval. Tom and Ruth Young have now 
retired on this land near where his grandfather, 
Patrick Henry Mires, settled in the 1870’s. Except 
for a few months in New Mexico, five years in 
Eldorado, and two years in Spur, Tom and Ruth have 
lived most of their lives in Tom Green County. 

by Elizabeth E. Martin and Mary Everson 


YOUNG, VERNA LOIS 
(LEACH) 


Verna Lois (Leach) Young 


Verna Lois (Leach) Young was born September 
1, 1905, in Hale County, near Plainview. Her father, 
Marcus Dee Leach, known as M.D. or Dee by 
friends, and two brothers, settled in Hale County in 
1887, only fifteen years after the last Comanche 
Indian tribe, whose chief was Quanah, moved to the 


Oklahoma reservation. The Leach brothers were born 
in Cass County, Missouri, but they and their mother 
returned to Kentucky while their father was in the 
Civil War. 

They acquired considerable land farming and 
ranching during the remainder of their lives. 

Lois finished C.I.A., now Texas Women’s 
University, in 1926, receiving a degree in Home 
Economics. She taught 4 1/2 years before her mar- 
riage. She married Edgar Young December 26, 1931, 
in Fort Worth. They came to San Angelo where 
Ernest had a position as teacher of vocational 
agriculture. They continued to make their home in 
San Angelo. 

Ernest and Lois had two children, Marcus Edgar 
Young, who is a dentist in San Angelo, and Patricia 
Grey (Young) Willborn of Houston. Patricia’s 
husband, Robert is General Manager of Drilling for 
Union Texas Petroleum. Marcus and his wife, 
Marjorie, have two children, David Reger and 
Elizabeth Young. Pat and Robert have two children, 
Stacye Camille and Timothy (Tim) Young Willborn. 

The Young families are members of the First 
United Methodist Church, San Angelo. 

After their children were in junior high and high 
school, Lois decided to teach again. She received 
her M.E. degree from Sul Ross University in 1957 
with a minor in Art. She taught 15 years, resigning 
in 1966. 

Lois visited her daughter and family twice while 
they were living in London, England. 

One of Lois’ and Ernest’s most exciting and 
rewarding experiences was attending the graduation 
of their children from college. This happened on the 
same day five hundred miles apart. On June 1, 1959, 
at 2:30 p.m., Marcus received his D.D.S. degree from 
Texas University Dental School in Houston. At 8:00 
p.m., Patricia received her B.S. degree in speech 
therapy from Texas Tech in Lubbock. Through the 
voluntary offer of H.E. McCullough’s private plane, 
the combined efforts of the Houston Post, the 
Lubbock Avalanche Journal, Jim Jula’s helicopter 
service, and the Lubbock Police Force, the Young’s 
walked into the Texas Tech auditorium just as 
Patricia’s graduating class was marching in, after 
having attended Marcus’s graduation earlier in the 
afternoon in Houston. These plans were all made by 
the two newspapers unknown to the Youngs. 

Lois has been a member of the Literary Review 
Club and the San Angelo Art Club. She is, at present, 
a member of the Texas State Teachers Association, 
The San Angelo Retired Teachers, and the 
Genealogical and Historical Society. 

Since the death of her husband, Lois has spent a 
great deal of her time tracing her own and Ernest’s 
ancestors. It has been an interesting, informative, and 
at times, a frustrating hobby. 

by Verna Lois Young 


YOUNG, W.L. 


On April 3, 1966, W.L. “Diddle” Young, one of 
the most beloved coaches in the history of West 
Texas Athletics, was taken from us by an untimely 
heart attack. “Diddle” Young was the true personi- 
fication of an ideal coach. He was first and foremost 
an unwavering Christian gentleman, and never met 
a person he did not consider to be a personal friend 
of his. Coach Young lived by the “Golden Rule” and 
never had anything but praise to say about anyone 
or anything. Helping young people was both his 
hobby and his occupation, and he excelled in both. 


W. L. (Diddle) Young 


He was a Deacon in the First Baptist Church of Van 
Horn, Texas, at the time of his death. And one of his 
personal duties was to provide transportation to 
Sunday School for many young persons each Sunday 
morning. 

Coach Young’s athletic career began in Water 
Valley, at Water Valley High School. “Diddle” was 
very outstanding in all sports and upon graduating 
from high school, he accepted an athletic scholarship 
at Eastern New Mexico University at Portales, New 
Mexico. After lettering two years each in football, 
basketball, and baseball, Coach Young returned to 
Water Valley High School as a teacher and coach in 
the fall of 1942. His football team of that year won 
6 games and lost only 3, and in basketball 20 victories 
were achieved while losing only 2. During the school 
year of 1943-44 the football team won 7 games and 
lost 2, and the basketball team had the best team 
record in the history of the school with a record of 
27 games won and only one lost. In the following 
two years, his teams had records of 17 games won 
and 3 lost in football and 43 games won and 8 lost in 
basketball. He is recognized as the most successful 
coach and athlete in the history of the school. One 
of his outstanding players from these teams was W.J. 


Water Valley Basketball - 1943 
20 victories and 2 losses 
#6 Frank Rawlings, #7 Walter Gillespie, #1 W.J. Teel, 
#5 Frank Demere, #4 Logan Counts, #3 James 
O’Bannon, Rex Rabb, and Diddle Young, Coach 
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Teel, who has had teams in the State Tournament 
several times as well as coaching several All-State 
players, while at Aspermont High School. 

During the summer of 1947, Coach Young was 
hired as assistant coach at Lake View High School 
in San Angelo, and served in this capacity one year. 
The next fall he moved to Alpine, to enroll in Sul 
Ross State College to complete his college training. 
In the fall of 1949 he was elected Student Body 
President of the College. During these summers 
“Diddle”? was a star outfielder for the Alpine 
Cowboys, one of the best Semi-Pro teams in 
America. His baseball heroics became somewhat of 
a legend in the Alpine area. 

Upon receiving his degree from Sul Ross in 1951, 
Coach Young was hired as Head Football and 
Basketball Coach at Fort Davis. His football record 
for three years was 25 games won and 5 lost. His 
basketball record was 45 wins and 22 losses. 

During the summer of 1954, Coach Young was 
employed by the Sterling City ISD as Athletic 
Director and Head Coach. His football record for 
five years was 40 wins and 15 losses; basketball 
record was 71 wins and 49 losses. 

Van Horn, hired Coach Young as Assistant 
Football and Head Basketball Coach in the spring 
of 1958, and his basketball record for four years was 
78 games won and 22 lost. One 7-A District 
Championship was attained during his tenure. In the 
spring of 1962 Coach Young was selected as 
Elementary Principal for one of Van Horn’s 
Elementary Schools, and remained at that position 
until his death. 

Coach Young compiled a remarkable record in 
wins and losses during his coaching career; his teams 
won 369 games while losing 118 and tying 2. 

Athletics, and our society, has lost a person that 
always worked for the benefit of others; and always 
placed other people first and himself second. His 
coaching record was quite remarkable, but his 
greatest record was his record of service to his fellow 
man. We all regret his passing, but we all should be 
very grateful for the many things he did for us. W.L 
Young was and will always be a “Coaches Coach” 
and the best of “Gentleman Coaches.” 

by Bill Teel 


ZENTNER, ANTON J. 
and WILMA 


Anton J. (Tony) Zentner and his wife, Wilma, 
spent most of their married life in the restaurant 
business. Tony and Wilma owned and operated the 
City Cafe in Rowena, from 1927 to 1956. At that 
time, they moved to San Angelo to join Tony’s 
brother Joe Zentner in establishing the first of what 
would become a famous name in West Texas steak 
houses. 

Tony was born in Barclay, Falls County, July 7, 
1901. As an infant he moved with his immigrant 
parents, August Zentner and Caroline Feist Zentner 
to Rowena, Runnels County. As Tony grew up, he 
received from his father his background in the meat 
and restaurant business. August operated a meat 
market and a cafe in Rowena for several years. When 
Tony was sixteen years old, he was cooking 
hamburgers on a one-burner oil stove on the porch 
of a dance hall in Rowena. At the age of twenty- 
three, he met and married Wilma Chrysantha 
Huebner on January 17, 1925. Wilma was born June 
19, 1902, in Cistern, Fayette County, Texas, to 
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Anton J. and Wilma Zentner on their golden wedding 
anniversary in 1975 


immigrant parents Joseph Stephen Huebner and 
Rosa Quitta Huebner. Wilma moved to Rowena in 
1923, to work for family friends in the dry goods 
business. Tony and Wilma were members of St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Rowena and later, Holy 
Angels Catholic Church in San Angelo. Tony was a 
charter member of the Bishop Forrest Council No. 
2636 Knights of Columbus and a member of the 
Order of Sons of Hermann. Wilma was a charter 
member of the St. Ann’s Altar Society in Rowena. 
Their children are Anthony A. Zentner, born June 5, 
1927, James R. Zentner, born February 27, 1929, 
and Karen Zentner Gandy, born October 1, 1939. 

During the 1930’s, Tony was an avid baseball 
player, His sons grew up watching their dad play on 
the Snow White Dairies team in San Angelo, Texas. 
Through his whole life, his newspaper clippings and 
pictures of the team were favorite memories of his. 
He had numerous stories to tell about the games and 
special friendships that developed with other team 
members during those years. 

In 1952, Tony’s brother Joe Zentner had opened 
the first of the Zentner Steak Houses on Ave K near 
Goodfellow Air Force Base. Tony traveled from 
Rowena to San Angelo daily for three years to work 
with his brother while Wilma continued to run the 
cafe in Rowena. Then, in 1955, after they had 
opened the Zentner’s on Sherwood Way in 1954, 
Tony and Wilma sold their cafe in Rowena and 
joined Joe in San Angelo. They became partners in 
the Sherwood Way location and in 1959, Joe and 
Tony opened Zentner’s Steak House #2 on High- 
way 67 between Rowena and Ballinger. 

Tony and Wilma bought Joe’s interest in the 
Sherwood Way location in 1965, and continued to 
operate it until their retirement. It is now co-owned 
by their daughter. Until his death on June 25, 1987, 
Tony continued to oversee the family business. 
Several times a day, one could see him in the kitchen 
watching the cooks and offering his advice, which 
everyone soon learned was good advice to take. 

by Karen Zentner Gandy 


ZENTNER, JOSEPH FELIX 


Joseph Felix Zentner was born in Wall, June 4, 
1912. He died August 2, 1978, in San Angelo at the 
age of 66. His first marriage was to Laura Eggemeyer 
September 30, 1935, in Rowena. Children of this 
marriage are William Joseph, born July 9, 1937, died 
June 24, 1960, Laurel Gene, born December 14, 
1946, and Lelani Kay, born June 24, 1948. On June 
17, 1959, Joe married Theresia Breitbach of 
Wiesbaden, Germany. Children of this marriage are 
Suzanne Marie, born April 1, 1960, and Felix John, 
born June 15, 1963. 


Tony and Joe Zentner at the Fort Worth Stock Show 
in 1962, with some prize beef on hoof. It’s beef like 
this that they served at their famous steak houses. 


Joe Zentner was the founder of Zentner’s Steak 
House. He opened the first of five steak houses in 
1952, at 107 East Ave K, San Angelo. That’s when 
Goodfellow Air Force Base was booming and the 
personnel at Goodfellow kept the place full. Steaks 
were so popular that the servicemen would ship them 
as far away as California and New York. They were 
instrumental in advertising Zentner’s from coast to 
coast. After one year, Joe moved his location to a 
larger building at Avenue A and South Chadbourne 
(across from the Municipal Pool). He continued to 
promote the famous steaks in this location for three 
years. In 1954, with his sister Josephine and his 
brother-in-law Oscar Ummelmann as partners, he 
purchased the building and land at 2715 Sherwood 
Way and part of the original building still operates 
in this location today. 

In 1957, Oscar Ummelmann sold his part to Joe’s 
brother Anton J. (Tony) Zentner, who had been 
working with them from the beginning. In 1959, Joe 
and Tony opened Zentner’s Steak House #2 on 
Highway 67 between Rowena and Ballinger with 
Joe operating this location and Tony operating the 
San Angelo location. It was not uncommon to see 
people drive from as far as Abilene for dinner just 
to have a Zentner’s steak. With this in mind, Joe 
opened Zentner’s Steak House #3 in Buffalo Gap. 
In 1965, he sold his half of Zentner’s #1 to his 
brother Tony and moved to 2024 North Chadbourne 
where he opened Zentner’s #4 (now the location of 
Western Skies Steak House). In May 1969, Joe 
opened Zentner’s Steak House #5 in Del Rio, Texas. 
Over the years, all locations have been discontinued 
except the original business on Sherwood Way. It 
continues to this day living up to Tony and Joe’s 
motto, “Home of the Best.” 

Joe Zentner’s involvement in cattle ranching gave 
him his knowledge of good Texas beef and his 
German heritage contributed to his culinary skills, 
thus enabling him to make famous and associate the 
Zentner name with the Biggest and Best Steaks in 
West Texas. 

by Karen Zentner Gandy 


ZIMMERMAN - CARPENTER 


Christopher Zimmerman with wife Elizabeth and 
sons, John and Andrew, immigrated from Germany 
by way of England to Tappahannock, Virginia, in 
1717. George Washington was born 15 years later 
approximately 20 miles north of that landing site. 
Son John had has surname changed to Carpenter by 
court order, Jan. 28, 1743. 

John’s son, William and grandson William II, both 
served in the American Revolution in 1776. 

Five generations after Christopher, Robert 
Washington Carpenter and bride Elizabeth Ann 
migrated from Kentucky to Plano, Texas, in 1852. 
Robert served most of the Civil War as captain in 
Martin’s Confederate Regiment. In 1873 Captain 
Carpenter was chairman of the board that organized 
Add-Ran College, the forerunner of Texas Christian 
University. Like many Confederate veterans, the 
captain never admitted he was “whupped” by the 
“damned Yankees!.” 

After Elizabeth died in 1882, Captain Carpenter 
married again, and was killed after being thrown 
from his buggy by a runaway horse in 1898. He is 
buried at Bethany Cemetery in Collin County, and 
lies between his wives — and family gossip claims, 
tilted slightly toward his favorite. 

The captain’s grandson, Robert William 
Carpenter, moved to Limestone County, Texas, in 
1908, bringing the first steam powered tractor to 
break that county’s stubborn black sod. In 1909 he 
married Rubye Fox on July 4th, and they raised four 
sons, R.W. Jr., Roy, Max, and Rex. Robert was 
manager for Reilly Ranch and we boys grew up there 
during the time mule power was replaced by tractors. 


This Reeves steam tractor is typical of the first 
generation of power farming that swept across Texas, 
and the West, ca. 1890-1920. Robert W. Carpenter 
is the man with hat above drive wheel in 1910. Roy 
Carpenter was fireman on one of these behemoths 
in 1927 before the machine was retired. 


Max was cowboy of the family and I was elected 
“shade tree mechanic”’ by popular vote — aided by 
the fastest razor strap in the West! 

Mom was disappointed with her sons because 
none of us ever became bank presidents, politicians 
or lawyers. However, we managed to stay out of jail, 
probably because boys were put to work at an early 
age in those times. Often we rounded up cattle or 
drove tractors five days a week, and “rested’’ on 
Saturday by pulling corn. Fun was cob fights, riding 
yearlings and swimming in the stock tank with craw- 
dads and wiggly snakes. 

Lois Cooper and I dated in high school, then 
married in 1932 in time to fight the depression 
together. After 55 years, we agree it was the best 
mistake we ever made. 

In 1940 we left Reilly Ranch, cattle and threshing 
rigs, and worked in machine trades, shop instructor 


and quality control for air and space industries. We 
retired to the Concho country in 1973 with hobbies 
that include genealogy, backtracking Southwestern 
history and hiking. 

Daughter Binnie Lee Summers lives in Longview, 
Texas, and son Robert Alan Carpenter will soon retire 
from the Air Force at Goodfellow AFB. 

by Lois & Roy “Cap” Carpenter 
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Anderson, Arthur 392 
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Anderson, Bruce 317 
Anderson, Bryan Thomas 384 
Anderson, Bryant 133 
Anderson, Calla May Custer 16 
Anderson, Calvin Albert 16 
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Anderson, Dorothy 164 
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Anderson, Emma Lou 15 
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Anderson, John Henry 15 
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Anderson, Thomas Frederick 384 
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Anderson, Wilbur 16, 204 
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Andrew, R.J. "Bob" 16 
Andrew Saddle Shop 212 
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Archer, Bobbie 18 
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Archer, Nita 18 

Archer, Nita Allen 12, 13 
Archer, Rebecca 18 

Archer, Susan 18 

Archer, Tim 18 

Archer, William L. "Bill" 17, 18 
Ardery, Anne Tweedy 438 
Ardery, Philip P. 438 
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Armstrong, Hal B. 448 
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Atkins, Clifton Lee 23 
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Atkins, Wanda 121 

Atkins, Whitney 22 

Atkins, William “Bob” Sanford 22 
Atkins, William Vance “Bill” 22, 69 
Atkinson, Charles 138 
Atkinson, Deborah Mitchell 147 
Atkinson, Floyd 23, 24 
Atkinson, J.B. 175 
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Averitt, Dosha Lou Mable 25 
Averitt, Ellis Floyd 25 
Averitt, Floyd 25 
Averitt, Foster 25 
Averitt, Henry Vernon 25 
Averitt, Hess 60 
Averitt, Ida Mae “Sis” 25 
Averitt, James B. 25 
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Baggett, Jr., Ele Bright 171 

Baggett, Mamie 171 

Baggett, Mary Carolyn “Carrie” Butts 
171 


Baggett, Mary Ellen 171 

Baggett, Mary Ellen "Mamie" 171 
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Baker, Elouise 29 
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Baker, Lelia 29 
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Bales, Jo Anne 25 

Bales, Kevin 69 
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Balkum, Fannie Mae 30 

Balkum, Ginger 21 
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Balkum, Wiley Lee 30 
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Barker, Carson 293 
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Barkis, Tammy 124 
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Barnes, Hattie 32 
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Barnes, Mary Virginia 108 
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Barnes, Roma Vauneda Peters 108 
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Barr 417 
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Barrett, Ola 184 
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Barron, Whit 471 

Barron, Willie 310 
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Barry Corporation 461 

Barry, R.G. 461 
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Bartosh, Anna Braden 60 
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Bates 33, 84, 318 
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Bates, Delle 337 
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Bates, Mary Margaret Lanham 457 
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Batts, Dr. 208 
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Bauer, Norma Louise 89 
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Baugh, Bula 417 

Baugh, Dena 34 
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Baugh, Johnny 34 
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Baumgart 207 
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Bawcom, Martha Ann Tabartha 34 
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Bays, Dorothy Sutton 417 
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Bays, Mary 417 

Bays, Sharon 417 

Bays, Sylvia 417 
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Baze 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 44 
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Baze, A.E. 35 

Baze, A.E. Jr. 36 
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Baze, Abednego Peter "Pete" 34 

Baze, Albert 35, 36, 38 

Baze, Albert A. 35, 37 
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Baze, Albert E. 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 132, 
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Baze, Albert E. “Al” 35 

Baze, Albert Eason 35 

Baze, Alice 36, 37 
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Baze, Bennie 37 
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Baze, Bernice 38 

Baze, Betty Shirley 37 

Baze, Boyd D. 35 

Baze, C.M. 38 

Baze, Cerena 38, 39 
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Baze, Cyrena 38 

Baze, Daisy 38 

Baze, Daisy B. 35 

Baze, Dennis 36 
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Baze, Doris 35, 36, 480 

Baze, Edith 36 

Baze, Ella 38 

Baze, Emma 35 
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Baze, Ethel 38 

Baze, Frank 34, 36, 37, 38 

Baze, Grace 37 

Baze, Herbert 38 
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Baze, James 38 

Baze, Jane 35, 36, 37, 38 
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Baze, John R. 38 

Baze, Josephine 38 

Baze, Jr., Albert 35, 36 
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Baze, Lewis 38 
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Baze, Lois 35 

Baze, Lois D. 36, 480 

Baze, Lois Denman 36 

Baze, Lottie 37, 38 

Baze, Lovell C. 37 

Baze, Lovell Claude 38 

Baze, Lula Grace 37, 38 

Baze, Mabel Bessie 35 

Baze, Mark 35 

Baze, Mary 38 

Baze, Mary Ann 37 

Baze, Mary Jane "Molly" Ryan 35 

Baze, Mary Jane Ryan 36 

Baze, Mary Ryan 35 

Baze, Maryy Docia Beck 43 

Baze, Maude 38 

Baze, Michael Polk 37, 38 

Baze, Michael Polk "Poke" 38 

Baze, Mike 35 

Baze, Mike M. 35 

Baze, Miss Grace 37 

Baze, Molly Ryan 35 

Baze, Mr. 35 

Baze, Mrs. Emma 132 

Baze, Mrs. Jane Kizer 35, 36, 37, 479 

Baze, Myrtle 38 

Baze, Nancy C. C. 37 

Baze, Nettie 38 

Baze, Nettie Lorena 37 

Baze, Nora Alice 36 

Baze, Oliver 43 

Baze, Oliver P. “Peter” 35 

Baze, Pete 35, 36, 37 

Baze, Polk 34, 35, 36, 37, 38 

Baze, Queenie 37 

Baze, Rebecca Jane 37 

Baze, Roxie 37, 38 

Baze, Roy 38 

Baze, Sarah Alice Ryan 36 

Baze, Sarah E. 37 

Baze, Sarah Josephine Atkins 37 

Baze, Steven Earl 333 

Baze, Thomas F. 38 

Baze, Timothy McDowell 38 

Baze, Tina Lynn Meers 333 

Baze, Tom 34, 37, 38, 39 

Baze, Virgil 37 

Baze, Virginia 38 

Baze, Virginia Catherine "Jenny" Ryan 
36 

Baze, Virginia Ryan 35, 37, 38 

Baze, Virgnia Ryan 38 

Baze, W.T. 38 

Baze, William 34, 35, 36, 37, 38 


Baze, William Thomas 38 
Baze, William Thomas McDowell 37 
Baze, Winford E. 35 

Baze, William Ed 38 

Baze, Wm. Thomas 38 
Beach, Elaine Gully 169 
Beach, Johnny 169 

Beaird, Maggie Estelle 364 
Beal, Irma Eason 132 

Beal, Sarah 76 

Beal, Thomas 132 

Beall, Mrs. C.B. 102 

Beam, Alta Louise 39 

Beam, Alvira 39 

Beam, Alvira Anderle 39 
Beam, Buff 39 

Beam, Darvin Wayne 39 
Beam, Emma 39 

Beam, Isaac 39 

Beam, Linda K. 39 

Beam, Linda May 39 

Beam, Linda Ruth 39 

Beam, Melvin 39 

Beam, Melvin Jessie 39 
Beam, Pearl Smith 39 
Beam, Raymond Willis 39 
Bean 319, 361, 462 

Bean, A.J. 39 

Bean, Alyce Schuch 369 
Bean, Annie Mae 39, 361, 362 
Bean, Archie 272, 443 
Bean, Bessie 39 

Bean, Beulah Mae 39 

Bean, Charlie 39 

Bean, Clayton 39 

Bean, Dennis 39 

Bean, Ed 272 

Bean, Garrett 435 

Bean, George 272 

Bean, Guy 39 

Bean, Isabel 272, 443 
Bean, James 39, 361 

Bean, James Louis 39 

Bean, Jim 39 

Bean, Jr., Alyce Elizabeth 369 
Bean, Jr., Paul Walter 369 
Bean, Judge Roy 319, 435, 444, 476 
Bean, Leah Douglass 39 
Bean, Lee Roy 39 

Bean, Lela 39 

Bean, Mary Massie 443 
Bean, Mary Sissie Nettleton 39 
Bean, Mattie 39, 362 

Bean, Maude 39 

Bean, Miss Mattie 220 
Bean, Mollie 39, 361 

Bean, Mollie Sloneker 39 
Bean, Mr. 435 

Bean, Paul 369 

Bean, Paul Walter 369 
Bean, Robert 443 

Bean, Ruby 362 

Bean, Ruby Robertson 39 
Bean, Will 39 

Beard, Mary 126 

Bearden 40, 41 

Bearden, A.H. 40 

Bearden, Alvin Harry 40 
Bearden, Becky 330 
Bearden, Donnie Ann 292 
Bearden, Drusilla 40 
Bearden, Drusilla Hayden 41 
Bearden, Drusilla Hayden Jones 40 
Bearden, Drusilla J. 40, 331 
Bearden, Drusilla Jones 330 
Bearden, Franklin 40 
Bearden, Hayden Hannah 40 
Bearden III, R.C. 40, 41 
Bearden, John 40 

Bearden, Jr., Captain Robert C. 40, 41 
Bearden, Jr., Lt. Colonel Robert C. 41 
Bearden, Jr., Robert Clay 40 
Bearden, Mecca Martha 40 
Bearden, Mrs. 40 

Bearden, Pinckney 40 
Bearden, R. Clay 40 
Bearden, R.C. 40, 41 


Bearden, Rachel Catherine 40 
Bearden, Rebecca S. 330 
Bearden, Rebecca Suzanne 40, 41 
Bearden, Rebecca Suzanne "Becky" 330 
Bearden, Robert C. 40, 41, 330 
Bearden, Jr., Robert Clay “Bob” 40 
Bearden, Suzanna Mischler 40 
Bearden, Sybil Ludwick 40 
Bearden, Willis 40 

Bearfield, Ben 49 

Bearfield, Benjamin Andrew 41 
Bearfield, Beverly 41 

Bearfield, Brenda 41 

Bearfield, Clara Love 41 
Bearfield, Clinton C. 41 
Bearfield, Debbie 41 

Bearfield, Dixie Kearney 41 
Bearfield, Dovie Anna 41 
Bearfield, Florence 41 

Bearfield, Henry Clarence 41 
Bearfield, James Andrew 41 
Bearfield, John Allen 41 
Bearfield, John Samuel 41 
Bearfield, Laura 41, 161 
Bearfield, Laura Luvenia 41 
Bearfield, Malvina Janie 41 
Bearfield, Marsha 41 

Bearfield, Patricia 41 

Bearfield, Sallie Tabitha 41 
Bearfield, Tabitha Anna Mae 41 
Bearfield, Tabitha Roberson 41 
Bearfield, Vada Jones 41 
Bearfield, Violet Marie 41 
Beasley, lva 20 

Beaty, Elizabeth Miller Searcy 302 
Beaty, Joe 302 

Beaty, Miss Bertha Gertrude 132 
Beauregard 17, 20, 72, 120, 146, 154 
Beaver, Rene 481 

Beck 43 

Beck, A. Max 44 

Beck, Agatha L. 441 

Beck, Albert Edward 42 

Beck, Alecia 45 

Beck, Alma 41, 42, 44 

Beck, Andrew J. 44 

Beck, Annie Viola Payne 42, 43, 335 
Beck, August 41 

Beck, August C. 42 

Beck, Barbara Dawn 42 

Beck, Becky Jo 43 

Beck, Beverly June 43 

Beck, Billie 22 

Beck, Billie Jean Arthur 21, 22 
Beck, Curtis 22 

Beck, Cylla Pearl 45 

Beck, Cyllar 45 

Beck, Della Schmidt 377 

Beck, Docia 44 

Beck, Dorothy Louise 42 

Beck, Ed 43, 44 

Beck, Eddie 42 

Beck, Edward 42, 44 

Beck, Edward A. 42 

Beck, Eloise Freda 41 

Beck, Elton 44 

Beck, Elton B. 44 

Beck, Emil 41 

Beck, Emil F. 40, 42, 43, 44 
Beck, Emil Frederick 41, 42 
Beck, Evelyn Slaughter 43 

Beck, Frank 324 

Beck, Fred 41, 42, 43, 44, 474 
Beck, Galen 43 

Beck, Garner Wade 42, 43 
Beck, Glen 43 

Beck, H.V. 43 

Beck, Hanna 42 

Beck, Hazel 45 

Beck, Hazel Smith 45 

Beck, Horace Preston 42, 43 
Beck, Hosea V. 42, 43 

Beck, Hosea Verona 335 

Beck, Ida 44 

Beck, Idella Schmidt 43, 44 
Beck, J.E. 44 
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Beck, James Frank 43 

Beck, James W. “Jim” 44 
Beck, James Warren 43 
Beck, Jane Ann 43 

Beck, Jap 44 

Beck, Jasper “Jap” 44 

Beck, Jim 44, 377 

Beck, Jo Marie Nerren 43 
Beck, Jo Maxwell 43 

Beck, Johan 42 

Beck, John Matthew 43 
Beck, John Richard 43 

Beck, Jr., Emil 42 

Beck, Jr., Emil F. 41 
Beck, Jr., Vendon 45 

Beck, Larry 43 

Beck, Laura Jean Carley 109 
Beck, Lois Ann 42, 43 
Beck, Lola Mae 41, 42, 44, 72 
Beck, Lou Anna Oates 43, 324 
Beck, Louis V. 42, 43, 44 
Beck, Lowell Leon 42, 43 
Beck, Luther Mac 43 

Beck, Mabel Scott 44 

Beck, Marsha 43 

Beck, Martha 43 

Beck, Mary A. 44 

Beck, Mary Adaline Reed 43 
Beck, Mary Adilene Reed 43 
Beck, Mary Ann 42 

Beck, Mary Docia 44 

Beck, Max 42, 44 

Beck, Max A. 42, 43 

Beck, Minnie 44, 309 

Beck, Monte Reeves 43 
Beck, Mr. 41, 42, 44, 383 
Beck, Mr. Bernard 43 

Beck, Mr. Sinnie 44 

Beck, Mrs. 44 

Beck, Mrs. Frank 43, 324 
Beck, Mrs. Sinnie 44 

Beck, Natalie 43 

Beck, Olga 41, 44, 474 
Beck, Olga M. 474 

Beck, Olga Meda 41, 42 
Beck, Olga Meta 44 

Beck, Ona 44, 377 

Beck, Otto 44 

Beck, Otto G. 42 

Beck, Pam 43 

Beck, Phoebe Ann Reed 43 
Beck, Reba 44 

Beck, Robbie Lynn Wilson 43 
Beck, Robert Nason 42 
Beck, Rosa 474 

Beck, Sharon Jobe 43 

Beck, Sinnie 44, 45 

Beck, Soloman 43 

Beck, Solomon 43, 44 
Beck, Terrisa 45 

Beck, Theresa 41, 42, 44 
Beck, Theresa Rosa 43, 44 
Beck, Theresa Rosa Arhelger 42 
Beck, Thomas J. 43 

Beck, Vada Mae Reley 43 
Beck, Vendon 44, 45 

Beck, Verda H. "Pat" Allen 43 
Beck, Vergal 44 

Beck, W. Curtis 22 

Beck, Walter 41 

Beck, Walter H. 42 

Beck, Walter Hazlet 41, 42 
Beck, William D. 43 

Beck, Wilma Kathryn 42, 43 
Becker, ur., John G. 25 
Becker, Eddie 207 

Becton, Elizabeth 180 
Bednarz, Barbara Jane Wilde 462 
Bednarz, Garett 462 
Bednarz, Jill 462 

Bednarz, Marcus 462 
Bednarz, Rodney 462 
Beede, Dr. J.W. 188 

Beede, Dr. Joshua William 188 
Beede, Genevieve Elaine 188 
Beekman, Amanda 245 
Beekman, Danny 245 


Beekman, Susan Reck 245 
Beene, Bertha Wooten 473 
Beers, Sonya 333 

Beers, Tiffanney 333 

Begil 45 

Begil, Christopher 45 

Begil, Encarncion 45 

Begil, Gilbert 45 

Begil, Jacobo 45 

Begil, Jose 45 

Begil, Paulina 45 

Begil, Rachel Herrera 45 
Behrend, Eric E. 127 

Behrend, Ester 127 

Behrend, Ester Claire Dykes 127 
Behrens, Fred 44 

Beitler, Mary Louise Luther 3 
Bejel, Jacobo 6 

Bejil, Encarnacion 445 
Bekklund 434 

Bekklund, Mr. 434 

Bekklund, Mrs. 434 

Belcher, Bob 101 

Belcher, Dorothy 21 

Belcher, Irene 144 

Belcher’s Dry Cleaning Shop 101 
Bell 33, 132, 427 

Bell, Addie 266 

Bell and Jatko Law Firm 153 
Bell, Anna Grace 102, 103 
Bell, Christie 4, 5 

Bell, Ethel 5 

Bell, Hazel 4, 5 

Bell, Herbert E. 4, 5 

Bell, Isaac A. 102 

Bell, Jack 385 

Bell, Joy 310 

Bell, Jr., Michael 76 

Bell, Lanier 27 

Bell, Lena Thelma 368 

Bell, Lillie 385 

Bell, Linda 75 

Bell, Linda Burkley 76 

Bell, Lorena Harris 369 

Bell, Lucile Mauldin O'Neill 273 
Bell, Mary Sue 102 

Bell, Marye Marcella McNeely 161 
Bell, Merle 273 

Bell, Mr. 206 

Bell, Mrs. R.E. 310 

Bell, Naomi 4 

Bell, Reverend R.E. 310 

Bell, Roberta 428 

Bell, Sgt. Michael 76 

Bell, Stanley Ill 4 

Bell, Steven Mark 161 

Bell, Thelma 369 

Bell, Tom 369 

Belmont, Perle 42 

Belvedere 99 

Benard 280 

Benedict, Cynthia Ellen Buttery 344 
Benedum 72 

Benge, Arch 274 

Benge, Betty Joyce 240 
Benge, Jean 352 

Benge, Mr. Tom 240 

Benge, Mrs. Tom 240 

Bennett 245 

Bennett, Bruce 204 

Bennett, Clara Mae Whittle 459 
Bennett, Harvey 94 

Bennett, M. Mildred Schmidt 377 
Bennett, Mrs. Roy "Susie" 32 
Bennett, Patsy Lynn Hoover 204 
Bennett, Vivian 50 

Benson, Dr. William Russell 232 
Benson, Mary Maxine Jordan 232 
Benson, Mattie C. 72 

Benton 45 

Benton, A.C. 45 

Benton, D.F. 266 

Benton, Dave 45, 341 

Benton, David F. 44, 45 
Benton, David F. "Dave" 45 
Benton, Elizabeth Ann 241 
Benton, Frankie 45 
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Benton, Jeanette Fulbright 45 
Benton, Josephine 210 
Benton, Max Plott 341 

Benton, May 341 

Benton, Mr. 45 

Benton, Mrs. 45 

Benton, Oda May 44, 266 
Benton, Oda May Blanton 45 
Benton, P.G. 45 

Benton, R.K. 45 

Benton, Ruble 44, 45 

Benton, Susie 44 

Benton, Susie B. 45 

Benton, Susie "Sue" 266 
Benton, Vertis 44, 45, 341 
Berchman, Joan Green 163 
Berger 250 

Berger, Joe 381 

Berger, John 479 

Berrendo 222 

Berry 45, 46 

Berry, Daniel Webster 45 
Berry, Dorothy 45, 46, 231, 432 
Berry, J. O. 46, 231 

Berry, Jody 19 

Berry, John 45, 432 

Berry, John Oliver "Johnny" 45 
Berry, Johnny 45, 46 

Berry, Mary 273 

Berry, Mrs. J. 0. 44 

Berry, Oliver Fletcher 45 

Berry, Pearl 46, 231, 260, 432 
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Berti, Mary A. 441 

Bessie, Wilmar 283 

Bessire, Mary Bell McCrohan 282, 284 
Bessire, Mary Gertrude 282, 283 
Bessire, Mary McCrohan 283 
Bessire, Patsy 283 

Bessire, Wilma 283 

Bessire, Wilmer Howard 282 
Bessonette, Dr. George C. 16 
Bessonette, Kate 16 
Bessonette, Sarah 16 

Bethany, Mary 424 
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Beverly, Author Q. 46 

Beverly, Davis Russel 114 
Beverly, Dr. John R. 114, 115 
Beverly, John 114 

Beverly, John Dennis 114 
Beverly, Marsha 114, 115 
Beverly, Marsha Ann Dickson 114 
Beverly, Mr. John 114 
Beverly, Mrs. John 114 

Bias, Lisa 193 

Bias, Lisa Renee 193 

Bibbs, Janie Fields 142 

Bibbs, Ken 142 

Biedermann, Louise 137 

Biera 46 

Biera, David 46 

Biera, Fred 46 

Biera, Jr., Rudolph “Raulie” 46 
Biera, Maria Losoya Chapoy 46 
Biera, Patsy 46 

Biera, Raymond 46 

Biera, Rudolph 46 

Biera, Sammie 46 

Biera, Sylvia 46 

Biera, Tony 46 
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Billingsley, Susan 61 

Bingham, Beula 309 

Bingham, Edward J. 20 
Bingham, Freddie Gwendalyn Keith 202 
Bingham, Georgia 20 
Bingham, Jessie Lee Johnson 20 
Bingham, Robert 0. 202 
Bippen, Robert 151 

Bippen, Valera Rosalie Fuchs 151 
Bird 273, 298 

Bird & Mertz 35 

Bird and Mertz 298 
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Bird, Elena 46 

Bird, George J. 298, 327 

Bird, Jacquelyn 46 

Bird, Jennifer 46 
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Bird, Johanna 352 
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Bird, Justus Clayburn 46 

Bird, Letha 473 

Bird, Marian Rawlings 352 

Bird, Mrs. 413 

Bird, Mrs. Camille B. 413 

Bird, Otto Lee 46 

Bird, Rachel 352 

Bird, Roy 46, 181 
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Bishop, Delma 339 

Bishop, Reverend M.C. 339 

Bishop, Sarah Miller 339 

Bismarck 59, 81 

Bismarck Farm 298, 365 
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Bitner , Ethel 47 

Bitner, Arthur Luther 47 

Bitner, Bailey 30 

Bitner, Bryant Houston 47 

Bitner, Corrie 47 

Bitner, Dell 47 

Bitner, Edna 47 

Bitner, Eliza Elizabeth Sanders 47 

Bitner, Ella 47 
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Bitner, Grace 301 

Bitner, Hattie Belle 47 

Bitner, Helen 47 

Bitner, J.B. 46, 47 

Bitner, Joe Bailey 47 

Bitner, Joe Bailey Sr. 46 

Bitner, Jr., J.B. 46 

Bitner, Lula 47 

Bitner, Lula Frances 46 

Bitner, Minnie 47 

Bitner, Montie Belle 47 

Bitner, Nancy 47 

Bitner, Nancy Sue 46, 363, 364 

Bitner, Pat Martin 47 
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Hesse, Jack 120 

Hesse, Sam 120 

Hester, Wilma Nell 392 

Hestir, Reverend Bluford B. 436 

Hestor’s Office Center 445 

Hewins, Minnie 297, 298 

Hewins, State Senator Edwin S. 298 

Hewitt, Bob 11, 191, 274 

Hewitt, J.R. 191 

Hewitt, J.R. "Uncle Bob" 191 

Hewitt, Josephine 191 

Hewitt, Jr, J.R. 191 

Hewitt, Marie 191 

Hewitt, Mary 191 

Hewitt, May Baker 191 

Hewitt, Robert 11 

Hewitt, Uncle Bob 191 

Hibbard, James 357 

Hibbard, Jim 358 

Hibbard, Melona 357, 358 

Hibbard, Nolan 357, 358 

Hibbard, Rachel 357, 358 

Hibbard, Rose Jeanette 357 

Hibbard, Rose Jeanette King 358 

Hibbler, Albertine 207 

Hickcox, Martha Jane Bolen 55 

Hickerson, Eva 190 

Hickman, Dissa Narcissus 166 

Hickman, Robert 21 

Hicks, A.M. 191, 192 

Hicks, Alma 192 

Hicks, Clay Brown 192 

Hicks, Clayton Brown 192 

Hicks, Edna 191 

Hicks, Eric 192 

Hicks, Frances Martin 192 

Hicks, Honey Heiser 192 

Hicks, Huron Mills 192, 304 

Hicks, Imogene 430 

Hicks, Lin 192 

Hicks, Lin Weddell 192 

Hicks, Lindsey 192, 193, 348, 451 

Hicks, Lindsey H. 192 

Hicks, Lindsey "Lin" Weddell 192 

Hicks, Lindsey Paul 192 

Hicks, Lois Drake 192 

Hicks, Lula Mae 192 

Hicks, Madison 192, 304 

Hicks, Margaret 192, 193 

Hicks, Margaret Frances Weddell 171, 
192 


Hicks, Margaret W. 192 

Hicks, Margaret Weddell 192, 193, 450, 
451 

Hicks, Martha Heiser 192 

Hicks, Martha "Mattie" Honaker 191 

Hicks, Mary Ann 332 

Hicks, Mary Lou 192, 304 

Hicks, Metha Aylor 27 

Hicks, Michael 192 

Hicks, Sarah 192 

Hicks, Sarah Elizabeth 192 

Hicks, Stephen 192 

Hicks, Victoria 192 

Hicks, Willie 192, 304 

Hicks, Zola 192 

Hicks, Zola "Odie" 192 

Higginbotham, Roy 50 

Higginbothum, Frances 86 

Higgins, Anna O'Neil 93 

Higgins, Mrs. Elbert "Ellen" 32 

Higgins, Robert 93 

Higgins, Virginia 92, 93, 94 

Highsmith, Amber Nicole 428 

Highsmith, Tracie 428 

Hightower 66 

Hightower, Helen Ruth 436 

Hightower, Jessie Holt 202, 203 

Hiler, Jim 399 


Hill 319, 405, 408 

Hill and Hill 319 

Hill, Annie Ree 192, 193 

Hill, Betty 357 

Hill, Byrd Guy 108 

Hill, Emma Lou Keel 192, 193, 233 

Hill, Glenda Darlene 200 

Hill, Helen Ruth 53 

Hill, James 192 

Hill, James Monroe 175 

Hill, James R. 192 

Hill, James Roscoe 192, 193 

Hill, Mable 54 

Hill, Mona Katherine Elizabeth 468 

Hill, Mr. 192 

Hill, Mrs. 192 

Hill, Mrs. J.R. "Emma Lou" 233 

Hill, Myrtle Mae Reiley 356 

Hill, Nancy 102 

Hill, Rev. Roland 86 

Hill, Roy 225 

Hill, Tempie Ellen Deats 108 

Hill, Vera Mae 134 

Hill, William 356 

Hiller 18 

Hilliard and Son 66 

Hilliard, Miss Ella 71 

Hillyer, Mary Hart 270 

Hilton 75, 305 

Hilton, Conrad 305 

Hilton Hotel 278, 370, 432 

Hilton, Mary Nancy Annie Wilson 469 

Hilton, R.C. 469 

Hinde, H.K. 24 

Hinde, Jim 17, 213 

Hinds 223 

Hinds, Millicent Maria 468 

Hines, Bettie 76 

Hines, James R. 127 

Hines, John Thomas 76 

Hines, Sarah Beal 76 

Hingle, Katherine 153 

Hings, Oscar Williams 385 

Hinnant, Arlena 362, 363 

Hinnant, Arlena Roberson 362 

Hinnant, Bill 362, 363 

Hinnant, Christa 363 

Hinnant, Cody 363 

Hinnant, Ray 363 

Hinnant, Sherry 363 

Hinnant, Sherry Hanson 363 

Hinselman, Maria Margaretha Louise 
171 

Hirschfeld 411 

Hirschfeld Steel 113 

Hirsh, Minnie 274 

Hirst, April Joy 193 

Hirst, Clarice 193 

Hirst, Clarice Dorene Dunnheim 192, 


Hirst, Clarice Dunnheim 193 
Hirst Construction 193 
Hirst, Dahlia Hernandez 193 
Hirst, Daniel 193 

Hirst, Daniel David 193 
Hirst, Darlene Leola 193 
Hirst, David 193 

Hirst, Dorene Louise 193 
Hirst, Eric Wayne 193 
Hirst, Johnny 193 

Hirst, Johnny Joseph 193 
Hirst, Lesa Renee Bias 193 
Hirst, Richard Alvin 193 
Hirst, Robert 193 

Hirst, Robert Eugene 193 
Hirst, Robert Louis 193 
Hirst, Sabrina Porter 193 
Hirst, Sharon 193 

Hirst, Sharon Lea McDonald 193, 286 
Hirt, Alma 194 

Hirt, Alma Niehues 193 
Hirt, Annette 194 

Hirt, Bernard 121, 193, 194 
Hirt, Bernard C. 193 

Hirt, Bernard Charles 193 
Hirt, Brandon 194 

Hirt, Bruce 192, 194 


Hirt, Daniel 194 

Hirt, Debbie Henry 194 

Hirt, Diane 193, 194 

Hirt, Dorothy 194 

Hirt, Dorothy Droll 121, 194 
Hirt, Dustin 194 

Hirt, Elsie Kadlacek 194 

Hirt, Eugene 121, 194 

Hirt, Frank 193, 194 

Hirt, Guy 193, 194 

Hirt, Jean 193, 194 

Hirt, Jean Droll 121, 193, 194 
Hirt, Jeanette 194 

Hirt, Jeanette "Jean" Droll 193 
Hirt, Karl 194 

Hirt, Karl "Charles" 194 

Hirt, Kelly Roader 194 

Hirt, Marcelyn 194 

Hirt, Mark 193, 194 

Hirt, Mitchell 193, 194 

Hirt, Sidney 194 

Hirt, Stacy Taylor 194 

Hirt, Sue Kleypas 194 

Hirt, Victoria "Dorothy" Braun 194 
Hirt, Whitney 194 

Hislop, Jim 69 

Hitch, Mary Jeanne Rau 352 
Hitch, Jr., William Crawford 352 
Hite, Elizabeth 82, 387 

Hite, James 82 

Hite, John R. 82, 387 

Hite, Johnny 82 

Hite, Martha Ann 82 

Hite, Ruby Nell 82, 387 

Hix, Lillie Estelle 115 

Hixon, David 194 

Hixon, Dr. 194 

Hixon, Dr. J.S. 194 

Hixon, Dr. William 194 
Hixon, Jesse 194 

Hixon, Mary Cooper Smith 194 
Hixson, W.C. 319 

Hoad, Cheryl 417 

Hoad, Emily 417 

Hoad, Mrs. Sylvia 417 
Hoad, Sylvia 417 

Hoad, Sylvia Bays 417 
Hobbs 279 

Hobbs, Addie 195 

Hobbs, Addron 195 

Hobbs, C. 0. "Bud" 195 
Hobbs, C.0. 279 

Hobbs, C.W. 327 

Hobbs, Charles W. 257 
Hobbs, Edna 195 

Hobbs, Elbridge 195, 376 
Hobbs, Gladys 195 

Hobbs, Ida 195 

Hobbs, Ida Moor 279 
Hobbs, ur., Collin O. 195 
Hobbs, Leona 376 

Hobbs, Leona Sawyer 376 
Hobbs, Lillian 195, 279 
Hobbs, Lillian A. 279 

Hobbs, Mrs. Edmund 144 
Hobbs, Ollie 195 

Hobbs, Raymond 195 
Hobbs, Ruby 195 

Hobbs, Sr., Charity Vina (Bryan) 195 
Hobbs, Sr., Colin Oliver 195 
Hobson, Archie 196 
Hobson, Babe 196 

Hobson, Bettie 266 

Hobson, Betty Victoria 195, 196 
Hobson, Catharine Shaw McComb 95 
Hobson, Celia 195 

Hobson, Edmund Briggs 195 
Hobson, Elsie 195 

Hobson, Emma 195 
Hobson, Erie Ola 195 
Hobson, Ester Neoma 195 
Hobson, Franklin 266 
Hobson, Glenda Sue 266 
Hobson, Ima 195 

Hobson, Joan 266 

Hobson, Karen Gilene 266 
Hobson, Mary Lea 195 


Hobson, Pa 195 

Hobson, Pat Zerenque 266 
Hobson, Patsy Wiley 266 
Hobson, Ronald 266 

Hobson, Sangus 195 

Hobson, Vicky 266 

Hodges, Elizabeth Graham 331 
Hodges, Elsie Dashiell 331 
Hodges, Gordon 161 

Hodges, Harolyn Ingram 331 
Hodges, Hazel Elizabeth 331 
Hodges, Holly Hester 331 
Hodges, III, Harold Hampton 331 
Hodges, Jim 314 

Hodges, Karen Gayle Hoelscher 196 
Hodges, Leslie 27 

Hodges, Lily 166 

Hodges, Mary Virginia Horton 207 
Hodges, Tommy Irene Gray 161 
Hodges, Wesley Zane 196 
Hoelscher 151, 158, 196, 197 
Hoelscher, AJ. 196 

Hoelscher, Agnes 372 
Hoelscher, Albert 52, 158, 196 
Hoelscher, Albert John 196 
Hoelscher, Anna Schuche 134 
Hoelscher, Anton 196 
Hoelscher, Anton Bernard 134 
Hoelscher, Audrey 372 
Hoelscher, Barbara 151 
Hoelscher, Betty Lou Latzel 196 
Hoelscher, Brian Ray 196 
Hoelscher, Calvin 196 
Hoelscher, Calvin Felix 196 
Hoelscher, Carla 197 

Hoelscher, Carla Renee 196 
Hoelscher, Carolina "Lena" 134, 135 
Hoelscher, Clements 372 
Hoelscher, David 151, 196 
Hoelscher, Doris Fuchs 151 
Hoelscher, Elizabeth 51, 59 
Hoelscher, Elo Ben 169 
Hoelscher, Emma 196 
Hoelscher, Eunice Marie 196 
Hoelscher, F.G. 415 

Hoelscher, Gertrude 158 
Hoelscher Gin 338 

Hoelscher, Grandpa 416 
Hoelscher, Henry 196 
Hoelscher, Joseph Henry 196 
Hoelscher, Karen Gayle 196 
Hoelscher, LaTrisha Blaine 196 
Hoelscher, Laura Ernst 169 
Hoelscher, LaVerne 196 
Hoelscher, LaVerne Wachsmann 196 
Hoelscher, Lucy Maria 122 
Hoelscher, Mary Katherine Daldrop 196 
Hoelscher, Mathilda 162, 415, 416 
Hoelscher, Mathilda Theresa 415 
Hoelscher, Michael 196 
Hoelscher, Michael Carl 196 
Hoelscher, Mildred 158 
Hoelscher, Minnie Moeller 415 
Hoelscher, Morgan Britni 196 
Hoelscher, Mrs. David 43 
Hoelscher, Noemi 196, 197 
Hoelscher, Olga 196 

Hoelscher, Olga Niehues 196 
Hoelscher, P.C. 59, 196, 197 
Hoelscher, Pius Carl "P.C." 196 
Hoelscher, Ralph 196, 197 
Hoelscher, Ralph E. 196 
Hoelscher, Reynold 196 
Hoelscher, Rosa 151 

Hoelscher, Rosa Hollas 196 
Hoelscher, Rosalie 197 
Hoelscher, Rosalie Braden 59, 196 
Hoelscher-Buxkemper 158 

Hoff, Pamela J. "Pam" Scott 295 
Hoffman, Doris 301 

Hoffman, Francisca 121 

Hogan, Billie Ann 313 

Hogg 221 

Hogg, Ada 197 

Hogg, Ann 197 

Hogg, Ava 197 

Hogg, Ed 197 
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Hogg, Effie 197 

Hogg, Eunice 197 

Hogg, Governor 281 

Hogg, Governor James 476 

Hogg, Grandma 197 

Hogg, Irene 197 

Hogg, James S. 221 

Hogg, Jimmy 197 

Hogg, Laura 197 

Hogg, Miss Ada 197 

Hogg, Mrs. Ada 48 

Hogg, Nellie 48, 197 

Hogg, Nellie Delilion 47 

Hohensee, Catherine Dreyer 197 

Hohensee, Charles 197 

Hohensee, David E. 196 

Hohensee, Eunice Marie Hoelscher 196 

Hohensee, Greg 197 

Hohensee, James Edward 197 

Hohensee, Jamon 258, 382 

Hohensee, Jamon Paul 52, 197 

Hohensee, Jared 258, 382 

Hohensee, Jared Neil 52, 197 

Hohensee, Jean Ann 53 

Hohensee, Jean Ann Block 52, 197, 
213, 258, 382 

Hohensee, Jerry 197 

Hohensee, Jerry Glyn 52 

Hohensee, Jerry Glynn 197 

Hohensee, Jill 258, 382 

Hohensee, Jill Teresa 52, 197 

Hohensee, Mary Cay 197 

Hohensee, Michael 197 

Hohensee, Ronnie 197 

Holbrook, Hal 417 

Holcomb-Blanton 154 

Holcomb-Blanton Printer and Office 
Supply 154 

Holcombe 150 

Holcombe, Mr. W.D. 150 

Holcombe-Blanton 150 

Holdeman, Mr. 238 

Holden, Alice 198 

Holden, Aline 198, 199 

Holden, Bettye Loraine 333 

Holden, Bettye Lorenia 198 

Holden, Christopher Columbus "Lum" 
198 


Holden, Edgar Deene 172 

Holden, Ellen 198 

Holden, Felecia Renae 198 

Holden, Gene Elaine 197, 198, 333 

Holden, Geneva 197, 198 

Holden, Geneva B. Payne 197, 333 

Holden, George 198 

Holden, Grace Hulse Hannum 175, 198 

Holden, Guy 198 

Holden, Guy Raymond 198 

Holden, Henry Clinton "Clint’ 198 

Holden, Hettie Carrie 198 

Holden, Homer 197, 198 

Holden, Hubert Reynolds 199 

Holden, Inez 198 

Holden, Inez Matilda Deats 198 

Holden, Jeff 198 

Holden, Jefferson Davis "J.D." 198 

Holden, Jerry Lynn 199 

Holden, Jess 283 

Holden, Jo Lufet 197 

Holden, Joseph Homer 197, 333 

Holden, Julia 163 

Holden, Kittie Margaret 198 

Holden, Lucille 198 

Holden, Lyde 198 

Holden, Mary Jean Osborn 199 

Holden, Minnie Campbell 197 

Holden, Noreine 108, 109, 175, 198, 
199 


Holden, Opal Reaves 198 

Holden, Orbry Dean 199 

Holden, Peggy June 199 

Holden, Peggy Louise Hagelstein 172 
Holden, Richard Franklin "Frank" 198 
Holden, Robbie Marie Ash 198 
Holden, Tammy Michele 198 

Holden, Thomas Jefferson 198 
Holden, Thomas Jefferson “Jeff' 198 
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Holden, Tom 198 

Holden, Tommie Aline 199 

Holden, Tommie Aline Hannum 175, 
198, 199, 403 

Holden, Townsend B. "Bus" 198 

Holden, Townsend "Bus" 175 

Holden, Tsue lwa 199 

Holden, Will Tom 198, 199 

Holden, William Arthur "Echos" 198 

Holden, William Thomas 175, 198 

Holden, William Thomas "Will Tom" 198 

Holder 10 

Holder, Addie 199 

Holder, Addie Weatherford 199 

Holder, Alonzo "Lonnie" 10 

Holder, Delores Williams 10 

Holder, Effie 199 

Holder, Effie Weatherford 10, 199 

Holder, Eugene 199 

Holder, Floyd 199 

Holder, Grace 199 

Holder, L.E. 199 

Holder, Lazrus 199 

Holder, Lazrus Emanuel 199 

Holder, Lee 199 

Holder, Lonnie 199 

Holder, Lou 199 

Holder, Lou Kimbell 199 

Holder, LuRene 10 

Holder, Mary 199 

Holder, Maud 199 

Holder, Mrs. 345 

Holder, Myra 199 

Holder, 0.C.B. 10 

Holder, Ola 199 

Holder, Rodger 199 

Holder, Sarah 148 

Holder, Travis 10 

Holder, Willie 199 

Holding, Arthur 66 

Holding, Mrs. 66 

Holebec, Dennis 415 

Holebec, Sherry Ann Strube 415 

Holems, Peyton 17 

Holguin, Anselmo 269 

Holguin, Jesusita Martinez 269 

Holik 199, 200 

Holik, Albina 199, 360 

Holik, Albina Emily Ripple 200 

Holik, April Renea 200 

Holik, Beverly 200 

Holik, Clay Emil 200 

Holik, Danny Emil 200 

Holik, Eddie 199 

Holik, Elsie Dusek 199 

Holik, Frank 199, 360 

Holik, Frank ||| 200 

Holik, Frank J. 199 

Holik, Frank Joseph 199, 200 

Holik, Fraron Emil 200 

Holik, Gary 200 

Holik, Georgia 199, 360 

Holik, Gerogia Albina 360 

Holik, Glenda Darlene Hill 200 

Holik, Hariece Elaine Cope 200 

Holik, Jr., Frank 200 

Holik, Jr., Frank Joseph 199 

Holik, Jr., Walter Emil 200 

Holik, Judy Francis Kirkham 200 

Holik, Julianna Michelle 200 

Holik, Kathy Francis 200 

Holik, Kindra 200 

Holik, Laura Elizabeth 200 

Holik, Libbie 199 

Holik, Libby 199, 200, 201 

Holik, Libby Dusek 199 

Holik, Lindsey 200 

Holik, Lisa Musik 200 

Holik, Mallory Lynn 200 

Holik, Marcella 199 

Holik, Melissa 200 

Holik, Michael 200 

Holik, Mr. 199 

Holik, Mrs. 199 

Holik, Quinten Aaron 200 

Holik, Renie 200 

Holik, Renie Tucker 200 


Holik, Ruby Filla 199 

Holik, Ryan Mathew 200 

Holik, Samantha 200 

Holik, Shaelynna Michelle 200 

Holik, Sheila 200 

Holik, Sr., Frank 199 

Holik, Sr., Frank J. 199 

Holik, Sr., Mr. Frank J. 199 

Holik, Sr., Mrs. Frank J. 199 

Holik, Sr., Mrs. Frank J. (Albina) 199 

Holik, Stanley 199 

Holik, Toni Gay McClain 200 

Holik, Walter 199, 200 

Holik, Walter E. 200 

Holik, Walter Emil 200 

Holik, Wanda 200 

Holik, Wanda Carpenter 199 

Holik, Wanda Jean Carpenter 200 

Holiks 199 

Holima, Horace 228 

Holiman, Lurena Byler 78 

Holiman, W.M. 78 

Holladay, Betty Jo Phillips 338 

Holladay, Jr., G.C. 338 

Holland 17, 96, 107, 200, 201, 202, 
203, 278 

Holland, Albert Wright DeWitt 200 

Holland, Amelia 21, 201 

Holland, Amelia Cochran 201 

Holland, Andrew J. 201 

Holland, Annie Townsend 201 

Holland, Bob 17, 201, 202, 203 

Holland, Callie 200 

Holland, Callie Wright 201 

Holland, Chase 278 

Holland, Chelsea 396 

Holland, David 396 

Holland, DeWitt 201, 202 

Holland, Elna Elizabeth 412, 413 

Holland, Eppie 245 

Holland, Flora Key 201 

Holland, George 17, 21, 175, 200, 201, 
202 

Holland, George M. 200, 201 

Holland, George McCullock 200, 201 

Holland, George W. 201 

Holland, George William 201 

Holland, Ina 200, 201, 210 

Holland, J. Early 127 

Holland, J.S. 201 

Holland, James A. "Jim" 201 

Holland, James L. 201 

Holland, James Luther 201 

Holland, James Stephen 201 

Holland Jewelers 325 

Holland Jewelry 82, 96 

Holland, Jim 200, 201, 277 

Holland, Julian Howard 201 

Holland, Kate Hanson 201, 277 

Holland, Lee 127 

Holland, Lee Ola 429 

Holland, Lewis 200, 201 

Holland, Mary A. 262 

Holland, Mary Clearinda 201 

Holland, Mary Lee 264 

Holland, Mattie Fay 202 

Holland, Mildred Ashley 330 

Holland, Mr. DeWitt 418 

Holland, Mrs. George M. "Callie" 201 

Holland, Ollie Jones 202 

Holland, Ollie May 202 

Holland, Pearly Opal 201 

Holland, Raymond 201 

Holland, Raymond Leroy 201 

Holland, Rebecca Evans 200 

Holland, Robert 200, 201, 202 

Holland, Robert Lowe 201 

Holland, Roxie Lee Ellen 201 

Holland, Roy 245 

Holland, Roy Earnest 201 

Holland, Susan |. Glimp 412 

Holland, Thomas "Tom" 201 

Holland, Tom 200, 201 

Holland, Ula 201 

Holland, Uncle Tom 209 

Holland, Viola Elizabeth 201 

Holland, William A. 412 


Holland, William P. 200 

Holland, Willie Stephen "Bill" 201 

Hollas, Rosa 196 

Hollaway 424 

Hollaway, Forest 424 

Hollaway, Theresa 424 

Hollaway, Theresa Turner 424 

Hollaway, Tina 424 

Hollaway, Trisha 424 

Hollebeke, Bud 460 

Hollebeke, Mary Letitia "Tishie" Wilcox 
460 


Hollebeke, Tishie Wilcox 460 
Hollenback, Christina 368 
Hollenback, David 368 
Hollenback, Sharon 368 

Holliday, Ana Maria 202 

Holliday, Artie Ann 202 

Holliday, Charles 202 

Holliday, Connie 202 

Holliday, Emily Catherine 86, 202 
Holliday, Emily "Emma" 202 
Holliday, Emily M. Patton 202 
Holliday, Emma 86, 235, 404 
Holliday, Frances Aires 86, 404 
Holliday, Francis 202 

Holliday, Francis Ayers "Frank" 202 
Holliday, Francis Ayers 326 
Holliday, Francis "Frank" Ayers 235 
Holliday, Frank 202, 326 
Holliday, Jeaneta Page 235 
Holliday, Jeanetta 202 

Holliday, Jeanetta Page 202, 326 
Holliday, John Henry "Doc" 202 
Holliday, John P. 202 

Holliday, Minnie 202 

Holliday, Myra R. 202 

Holliday, Robert J. 202 

Holliday, Roberta J. 202 

Holliday, Roy 202, 235 

Holliday, Thomas 202 

Holliday, Thomas J. 86 

Holliday, Thomas P. 202 

Holliman, Donna 168 
Hollingsworth, Betty 110 
Hollingsworth, Billie DeLong 110 
Hollingsworth, Dovida Goodman 19 
Hollingsworth, Jeanne Dorfman 19 
Hollingsworth, John 19 
Hollingsworth, John Lee 110 
Hollingsworth, Kirk 19 
Hollingsworth, Willie Mae “Billie” 110 
Hollis, Billy 448 

Hollis, Lisa Lynn Jackson 425 
Holloway 270 

Holloway, Ada Terrill Wray 54 
Holloway, Anne Starling 270 
Holloway, Aunt Rebecca 270 
Holloway, Col. James Hillyer 270 
Holloway, Edward 54 

Holloway, Katharine 270 
Holloway, Katherine 270, 271 
Holloway, Katherine “Kate” 120 
Holloway, Katherine Stockwell 270 
Holloway, Laura 270 

Holloway, Major John 270 
Holloway, Manie 120 

Holloway, Miss 270 

Holloway, Rebecca 345 

Holloway, William Starling 270 
Holmes, Estelle Yates 387 

Holmes, Janis 116 

Holmes, Mrs. Fulton "Sharon" 417 
Holmes, Noelle 417 

Holmes, Sharon Bays 417 
Holmesly, Lou 228 

Holmsley, Frankie Johnson 26 
Holmsley, Lou Elizabeth 222 
Holmstrom, Mrs. Gus "Rose" 265 
Holmstrom, Rose Cervenka 84, 265 
Holstein, Marie Margaretha Louise 172 
Holt 4, 202 

Holt, Estella E. 202, 203 

Holt, Eva Barbee 31 

Holt, Henry Moses 202, 203 
Holt, Jack 146 

Holt, Jessie 202, 203 


Holt, John Fletcher 202, 203 

Holt, Judge 202, 203 

Holt, Judge W.F. 221 

Holt, Judge William Fletcher 203 

Holt, Katherine 126 

Holt, Laura Bethsaida 202, 203 

Holt, Lillian 202, 203 

Holt, Louise 202, 203, 221 

Holt, Louise Elizabeth 203 

Holt, Margaret 203 

Holt, Mary Alice Monteith 203 

Holt, Mary Monteith 203 

Holt, Mrs. Sallie E. Johnson 202 

Holt, Park 203 

Holt, Sallie 203 

Holt, Sallie E. Johnson 202, 203, 221 

Holt, Sallie Johnson 202 

Holt, W.F. 202 

Holt, William Fletcher 202, 203 

Holt, William Parkhurst 202, 203 

Holt, Woodrow W. 4 

Holtkamp, Bernice 245, 246 

Holtkamp, Bill 203 

Holtkamp, Elsie 203 

Holtkamp, Elsie Mesecke 245 

Holtkamp, Henry 203 

Holtkamp, Mary Neumann 203 

Holtkamp, William 203, 341 

Holtkamp, William C. "Bill’ 245 

Holtz, Olga 109 

Homan, Emily 365 

Homes, Kennie 322 

Honaker, Martha "Mattie" 191 

Honea, Alice R. 353 

Honea, Elizabeth Rawlings 353 

Honea, John Murphree 353 

Hood 4 

Hood, Evangeline Ames 14 

Hood's Brigade 165 

Hooper, Linda 18 

Hoover, Blanche Ashley Smith Hoover 
404 


Hoover, Eugenia McCafferty 205 
Hoover, Frank 205 

Hoover, Frank F. 205 

Hoover, Jack Wilson 204 

Hoover, Jake 204 

Hoover, Joe C. (Jake) 204 

Hoover, Joseph 204 

Hoover, Joseph Charles 204, 205 
Hoover, Joseph Clayton "Jake" 204 
Hoover, Joseph Edward 204 
Hoover, Joyce Faye Howard 204 
Hoover, Julius 204, 205 

Hoover, Julius Hover 205 

Hoover, Kathryn "Katie" 354 
Hoover, Kathryn "Katie" Rozella 205 
Hoover, Katie 354 

Hoover, Lester Leo 204 

Hoover, Lucy Catherine Andrews 204 
Hoover, Lucy Kathryn Andrews 204 
Hoover, Lucy Marie 204 

Hoover, Margaret 205 

Hoover, Margaret Stence 204, 205 
Hoover, Marie 204 

Hoover, Marie Wilson 204 
Hoover, Mary 204 

Hoover, Michael Charles 204 
Hoover, Mr. 205 

Hoover, Mrs. 205 

Hoover, Mrs. Julius 205 

Hoover, Nannie 204, 205 

Hoover, Nannie Walker 204, 205 
Hoover, Patsy Lynn 204 

Hoover, Regina Wilde 204 
Hoover, Sally 158 

Hoover, Smith Franklin 205 
Hoover, Susan Ann Smith 204 
Hoover, Thomas Jay 204 

Hoover, Virginia 158 

Hoover, Willie 353 

Hoovey 298 

Hoovey, S.P. 298 

Hopewell, Bessie 281 

Hopkins, Lucinda 176 

Hopper, Ola 173 

Horak, Sherry Ann Young 481 


Horeis 205, 477 

Horeis, Alma 205, 206 

Horeis, Annie Mae 205, 206 

Horeis, Bernice Cave 206 

Horeis, Betty 205, 206 

Horeis, Bill 205, 206 

Horeis, Eda 205, 206, 476 

Horeis, Eda Marie 477 

Horeis, Henry 205, 206 

Horeis, Herbert 205, 206 

Horeis, John Henry 205, 477 

Horeis, Minna 205, 206, 477 

Horeis, Thelma Oates 206 

Horeis, Walter 205, 206 

Horn, Blanche 206, 272 

Horn, Bobbie Blanche Estella 206 

Horn, Ella 206 

Horn, Ella Magee 206 

Horn, Henry 206 

Horn, Henry D. 206 

Horn, Henry DeCal 206, 272 

Horn, John Henry 207 

Horn, Mary 43 

Horn, Mary Helen Metcalfe 299 

Horn, Minerva Jane Naylor 347 

Horn, Mr. J.D. 206 

Horn, Mrs. Bryan 299 

Horn, Mrs. J.D. 206 

Horn, Rev. Walter G. 272 

Horn, Sam 206 

Horn, Vivian 206 

Horn, Vivian Chambers 206, 272 

Horn, Walter 206 

Horn, Walter G. 206 

Horne, Emma Lee 206 

Horne, James 206, 413 

Horne, James Lee 206 

Horne, Lee 206 

Horne, Lula 206 

Horne, Mrs. James Lee 314 

Horne, Sr., James Lee 206, 207 

Horner, Lena Christene 333 

Horner, Leola 333 

Horner, Lester 333 

Hornok, Michael 344 

Hornok, Nancy 344 

Hornok, Nancy Powell 344 

Horton 117, 207, 237, 254, 261, 479 

Horton and Chapman Insurance Firm 
237 

Horton and Yaggy 237, 479 

Horton, Anne Dvoracek 207 

Horton, Anne Eugenia 207 

Horton, Bomar 207 

Horton, Bomar Cade 207 

Horton, Carla 339 

Horton, Dorothy 364 

Horton, Dorothy Roberts 363, 364 

Horton, Eva Waring 448 

Horton, James Robert 207 

Horton, Jimmy 364 

Horton, Jr., L.B. 207 

Horton, Jr., Lee Bascom 207 

Horton, Julia Zenobia 154 

Horton, L. Bascom 479 

Horton, L.B. 207 

Horton, Lee Bascom 207 

Horton, Lee W. 207 

Horton, Mary Jane Nash 207 

Horton, Mary McGill 207 

Horton, Mary Virginia 207 

Horton, Milton 207 

Horton, Minnie 207 

Horton, Mrs. 207 

Horton, Sherre Lynn 364 

Horton, Terry Gayle 364 

Horton, Thomas Mark 207 

Horton, Yaggy & Kenley 207, 237 

Horton, Yaggy and Kenley 117, 479 

Horwood, Larry 399 

Horwood, Linda 399 

Hoshall, Florence Luther 264 

Hotchkiss Preparatory School 479 

House, Daisy Hubbs 208 

Houser, Sue Noelke 322 

Housewright, Delilah 329 

Houston 354 


Houston, Carey Ann 366 

Houston, Carla 366 

Houston, Carla Sue Rose 366 

Houston, Cary 366 

Houston, Catharine 281 

Houston, Christy 366 

Houston, Christy Aaron 366 

Houston, Ethel Joan 347 

Houston, General Sam 365 

Houston, Glendon Lawrence 198 

Houston, Jake 69 

Houston, Sam 4, 34, 81, 98, 179, 189, 
271, 278, 324, 354, 417, 458 

Houston-Clary 155 

Houston-Tillison 46 

Howard 21, 65, 71, 207, 296 

Howard & Howard 65 

Howard, A. Ryland Ill 56 

Howard, A.W. 242 

Howard, Allen W. 207 

Howard, Arleigh W. "Cub" 207 

Howard, Capt. A. Ryland II 55 

Howard, Captain Alfred Ryland 17 

Howard, Florence 47 

Howard, Francis Hunt 207 

Howard, Frankie 296 

Howard, Grace Blair 207 

Howard, A. Ryland Ill 56 

Howard, Isa Mae 308 

Howard, Joyce Faye 204 

Howard, Jr., A. Ryland 17 

Howard, Juanita Dixon 207 

Howard, Julia 38 

Howard, Major Clement W. 92 

Howard, Mattie 296 

Howard, Minnie 153 

Howard, Mr. R. L. 207 

Howard Payne College 167, 438, 458, 
468 

Howard Payne University 472 

Howard, R.L. 207 

Howard, Richard L. 207 

Howard, Sr., A.W. 207 

Howard's Store 207 

Howdeshell, Bergin Lee 427 

Howdeshell, Burgin Lee 86 

Howdeshell, Grace Ellen Chapman 86 
427 

Howe, Flossie 276 

Howe, Pearl 327 

Howland, Sharon Inez "Aylor’ 27 

Howlett 27 

Howoldt, Rev. E. 245 

Howton, Carolyn 36 

Howton, Carolyn A. 36 

Howton, David 36 

Howton, Mark Andrew 36 

Howton, Matthew Albert 36 

Howton, Maxine 36 

Hoy, John 69 

Hoy, John William 68 

Hoy, Kate Alexander 69 

Hoy, Nellie 68 

Hoy, Nellie Cassana 69 

Hoy, T.C. 69 

Hoy, Thomas Crawford 69 

Hoyt, Nancy Bea 436 

Hubbard 125 

Hubbard, Jackie 151 

Hubbard, Norma Edwards Privitt 133 

Hubbard, Vernon 133 

Hubbell, June Ann 401 

Hubbell, Mrs. Elmer "Edith A. Freeman’ 
326 

Hubbs, Barney 208 

Hubbs, Berch 208 

Hubbs, Berta 208 

Hubbs, Bill H. 208 

Hubbs, Daisy 208 

Hubbs, Daisy Francis 208 

Hubbs, Grace 208 

Hubbs, lva May 208 

Hubbs, Jack 208 

Hubbs, Jack Eugene 208 

Hubbs, John T. 208 

Hubbs, John Thomas 208 

Hubbs, Letitia Larue 208 


Hubbs, Luella Hart 208 

Hubbs, Mr. 208 

Hubbs, Mr. Bass 208 

Hubbs, Mrs. 208 

Hubbs, Mrs. Bass 208 

Hubbs, Sue 208 

Hubby, Leander Hutchins 424 
Hubby, Mary Frances 423 

Hubby, Nancy Jane Allen 424 
Huchingson, Estelle 109 
Huddleston, Beverly 228 
Huddleston, Leanorah Bryant 177 
Hudgen, Christopher 359 
Hudgen, Jill Lynn Clayton 359 
Hudgen, Kimbrey 359 

Hudgen, Rick 359 

Hudgens 21, 200 

Hudgens, A.G. 209 

Hudgens, A.G. "Cotton" 209 
Hudgens, Alvin 200, 209 
Hudgens, Alvin George 209 
Hudgens, Alvin George "Cotton" 208 
Hudgens, Alvon 209 

Hudgens, Barbara 209 

Hudgens, Barbara Anderson 200, 208 
Hudgens, Brian 209 

Hudgens, Christi 209 

Hudgens, Edward 200 

Hudgens, Glenn 200, 208, 209 
Hudgens, Hazel 200, 209 
Hudgens, Ina 21, 200, 208, 209 
Hudgens, Ina Holland 200, 201, 210 
Hudgens, James P. 200 
Hudgens, Jessie 208 

Hudgens, Jessie Medford 200, 209 
Hudgens, John E. 210 

Hudgens, John Edward 208, 209, 210 
Hudgens, Judy Nichols 209 
Hudgens, Lorene 209 

Hudgens, Lorene Williamson 200, 209 
Hudgens, Marie 21, 200, 201, 202 
Hudgens, Maurine Davis 200 
Hudgens, Melvin 200 

Hudgens, Melvina 200 

Hudgens, Milton Dale 209 
Hudgens, Milton Glenn 209 
Hudgens, N.C. 201 

Hudgens, N.C. "Nick" 200 
Hudgens, Nicholas Carrick 210 
Hudgens, Nick 17, 21, 200, 208, 209 
Hudgens, Nola 200 

Hudgens, Ray 200 

Hudgens, Ray D. 208, 209 
Hudgens, Ray DeWitt 208 
Hudgens, Zona 209 

Hudgens, Zona Ruth 209 
Hudman, Becky Ruth 210, 211 
Hudman, Betty Jean 464 
Hudman, Betty Jean Wilke 464 
Hudman, Dawn Michelle 210 
Hudman Drug Store 210 
Hudman, Emma Canady 210 
Hudman, Gary D. 210 

Hudman, John Paul 210 
Hudman, Jr., Paul B. 210, 211 
Hudman, La Wanda Jo Hall 210 
Hudman, Mark 211 

Hudman, Mark Duane 210, 211 
Hudman, Mary Lou 210 
Hudman, Mary Lou Smith 210 
Hudman, Mary Louise 210 
Hudman, Mary Louise Smith 210 
Hudman, Paul 210, 211 
Hudman, Jr, Paul Bernard, 210 
Hudman, Peter A. "Dunk" 210 
Hudman, Sr., Paul B. 210 
Hudman, Sr., Paul Bernard 210 
Hudman, Sybil Wood 210 
Hudman, Tommye Lou 210 
Hudman Veterinary Clinic 210 
Hudman, Wanda 211 

Hudson 24 

Hudson, Blanch Colbough 427 
Hudson, C.E. 2114 

Hudson, Edith Estell McGinty 290 
Hudson, Margaret 427, 428 
Hudson, Margaret Ellen 427 
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Hudson, Nancy Ann 276 
Hudson, Ollie James 427 
Hudson, Ronnie 211 
Hudson, Rusty 290 

Hudson, Terry 211 

Hudson, Una Lois 211 
Hudson, Wanda 211 
Hudson, Wanda Wuistinger 211 
Hudson, Wayne 211 
Hudspeth, Marveletta 297 
Hudspeth, Marveletta Merrell 297 
Hudspeth, Mrs. Kyle 297 
Hudspeth, Roy 339 
Huebner, Joseph Stephen 484 
Huebner, Rosa Quitta 484 
Huebner, Wilma Chrysantha 484 
Huett, James Lafayette 478 
Huett, L. Meadie 478 

Huett, Martha Jane 478 
Huett, Minnie 478 

Hueume, George T. 175 
Huff, Benjamin Franklin "B.F." 211 
Huff, Bessie Grigar 211 

Huff, Elizabeth Kennedy 211 
Huff, Frank 22, 211, 212 
Huff, Frankie Van 211 

Huff, Maude 211 

Huff, Mr. 179 

Huff, Oscar 211 

Huff, Raymond 211, 212 
Huff, Raymond Dexter 211 
Huff, Sallie Van Arthur 22 
Huff, Sally 212 

Huff, Sally Van 211 

Huff, Sally Van Arthur 211 
Huff, Sylvia 211, 212 

Huff, Sylvia Evelyn 211 
Huffines, Willie Mae 19 
Huffman, Dorothy Snow 405 
Huffman, Joe 310 

Huffman, John 173 
Huffman, Mr. Joe 310 
Huffman, Roxie Hall 173 
Huggins 287 

Hughes 36, 141, 212 
Hughes, 212 

Hughes & Kaighn 25 
Hughes, Allie 212 

Hughes, Allie T. 212 
Hughes, Alvin 308 

Hughes, Alvon Hudgens 209 
Hughes, Arlie P, 212 
Hughes, Aunt Fafa 271 
Hughes, Benne E. 308 
Hughes, Dale Scott 147 
Hughes, Dr. Don 212 
Hughes, Jr., Duwain 102 
Hughes, Earl 105 

Hughes, Emily Trimmier 308 


Hughes, Fannie Bush "Fafa" Mason 270 


Hughes, John 308 
Hughes, Lorena 212 
Hughes, Lorena Draper 212 
Hughes, Lydia 212 
Hughes, Lynn Grube 147 
Hughes, Mary Lidie 212 
Hughes, Mr. 212 
Hughes, Nathan Emory 212 
Hughes, Perry and Co. 72 
Hughes, Roberta "Bobby" Davis 105, 
239 
Hughes, Russell 165 
Hughes, Stephanie 147 
Hughes, Tincie 314 
Hughes, William E. 209 
Hughes, William L. 270 


Hughes-Westbrook Insurance Company 


Huling, Bitsy 213, 214 

Huling, Carmen Lane 214 

Huling, Carmen Opal Lane 212, 213, 
478 


Huling, Clyde D. 213 

Huling, Cora Lee 212 

Huling, Danya 214, 382 
Huling, Danya Victoria 52, 213 
Huling, Deborah 478 
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Huling, Deborah Kay 213, 214, 478 

Huling, Diana 53, 213, 214 

Huling, Diana Block 213, 214, 382 

Huling, Diane Marie Block 52 

Huling, Garrett 396 

Huling, Garrett Simcik 213 

Huling, George 17, 212, 213 

Huling, George Sterling 212 

Huling, Gerald 213, 214 

Huling, Gerald S. "Bitsy" 213 

Huling, Gerald Sanford "Bitsy" 213, 214 

Huling, Grant 396 

Huling, Grant Sterling 213 

Huling, Greg 51 

Huling, Gregory "Greg" 213 

Huling, Gregory Sanford 213 

Huling, Ina Marie 213 

Huling, JM. 213 

Huling, Jake 213, 214 

Huling, James Marshall 52, 212, 214 

Huling, James Marshall "Jake" 213, 
214, 478 

Huling, James Marshall "Jim" 213, 214 

Huling, Jr., James Marshall 213 

Huling, Janet Simcik 213 

Huling, Jessie Lee 213 

Huling, Jim 213 

Huling, John Marshall 213, 214, 478 

Huling, Jr., James Marshall 213, 214, 
478 


Huling, Justin 214, 382 

Huling, Justin Marshall 52, 213 

Huling, Leslie 213 

Huling, Leslie Leigh 213 

Huling, Lindsay 214, 382 

Huling, Lindsay Lane 52, 213, 214 

Huling, Lisa 213 

Huling, Lisa Paige 213 

Huling, Lou Monette 213, 214 

Huling, Luvena 213 

Huling, Luvenia Morrison 213, 214 

Huling, Marshall 213, 214 

Huling, Mary 212 

Huling, Mary G. Marble 212 

Huling, Mayme Mollie 213 

Huling, Monette 214 

Huling, Mora 214 

Huling, Mora Nell Stokes 213, 214, 215 

Huling, Pauline 213 

Huling, Sr., James "Jake" Marshall 212 

Huling, Sr., James Marshall "Jake" 213 

Huling, Tommie Jo Moulton 213 

Hull, Mary Ann 462, 463 

Hull, Matilda Jane Wiley Scudday 463 

Hull, Micaja L. 463 

Hulse, Max 149 

Hulse, Max D. 149 

Hulse, Prudence "Prudie" Alexandria 
175 

Hulse, Prudie 174 

Hulse, Sandra Freeze 149 

Hulsey, Charlene 20 

Hulsey, Charlie 20 

Hulsey, Iva Beasley 20 

Hulsey, John G. 92 

Hulsey, Myrtle Collard 92 

Humble 24, 31, 133, 208, 264, 352, 
357 

Humble, Lora M. 352 

Humble, Lora Mae 352 

Humble, Marjorie lola 24 

Humble Oil and Refining Company 83 

Humble Oil Company 264 

Humble Oil Pipeline Company 133 

Humble Pipeline Company 392 

Humble, Tom H. 352 

Humble, Tom Henry 24 

Humble, Verdie Cain 352 

Humble, William Cain 24 

Humphrey, Bascom 292 

Humphrey, Beatrice 292 

Humphrey, Beatrice Louise 292 

Humphrey, Imogene Louise Moore 292 

Humphrey, Jewel Robert 281 

Humphrey, Mary McClure 281 

Humphreys, Abigail McDonald 173 

Humphreys, Elizabeth Anna Patton 173 


Humphreys, George 173 
Humphreys, George Washington 173 
Humphreys, Joe 173 

Humphreys, Martha Isabella 173 
Hunt 207 

Hunt, Addie 215 

Hunt, Addie Joiner 181, 215 

Hunt, Addie Pacilla Joiner 214, 215 
Hunt, Ava Lois Long 428 

Hunt, Betty Jane 401 

Hunt, Betty Jane "Janie" 215, 401 
Hunt, Beulah Lasater 215 

Hunt, Bobby Ray 428 

Hunt, Buddy Tom 215 

Hunt, Burnice Simpson 215 

Hunt, Carolyn Kay Peek 215 

Hunt, Edith 182, 214, 215 


Hunt, Edith Hasty 182, 214, 215, 401 


Hunt, Elbert David 215 

Hunt, Francis 207 

Hunt, Gary Ray 428 

Hunt, J.B. 182, 214, 215, 341, 401 
Hunt, Jeffrey Duane 428 

Hunt, Jeremy Scott 428 

Hunt, John C. 215 

Hunt, John "Paw" 215 

Hunt, John "Paw-Paw" 215 

Hunt, John Thomas 181, 214, 215 
Hunt, Josephine Key 215 

Hunt, Margaret Eloise 104 

Hunt, Matilda Mae 215 

Hunt, Mirandia Puckett Allen 215 
Hunt, Nora 182, 215 

Hunt, Prebel Reed 215 

Hunt, R.L. 207 

Hunt, Thurman Othellan 215 
Hunt, Tom 215 

Hunt, William C. 215 

Hunt, Willie Mae "Bill" Williams 215 
Hunter 276 

Hunter, Armilda 66 

Hunter, Broom & 68 

Hunter, C. 414 

Hunter, Dwight, Jr. 102 

Hunter, Dwight L. 438 

Hunter, Minnie Elizabeth 331 
Hunter, Mr. Lloyd 261 

Hunter, Mrs. Lloyd 261 

Hunter, Mrs. M.E. 331 

Hunter, Trella Irene 261 


Hunter, W.D. "William Marcus Hemphill" 
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Huntley 137, 215 
Huntley, Altus 215 
Huntley, Brian 216 
Huntley, Caston 215 
Huntley, Elaine 216 
Huntley, Elaine Lee 137 
Huntley, Eva 215 
Huntley, Flora Knolls 215 
Huntley, Gernon 215 
Huntley, Juanita 216 
Huntley, Juanita Robertson 137, 215, 
216, 217 
Huntley, Laurette 137, 216, 364 
Huntley, Laurette Gay 137 
Huntley, Lloyd 215, 216 
Huntley, Lloyd A. 137 
Huntley, Lloyd Alford 215 
Huntley, Mary D. 215 
Huntley, Mary Pastora 215 
Huntley, Mary Pastora Primm 215 
Huntley, Pastora 215 
Huntley, Robert Thurlow 215 
Huntley, Ronald 137, 216 
Huntley, Ronny 216 
Huntley, Ruby 215 
Huntley, Steve 216 
Huntley, Thurlow 215 
Huntley, W.C. 215 
Hurley, Mary Josephine 34 
Hurt, Cindy 304 
Hurt, Fred 303 
Hurt, Janie 304 
Hurt, Janie Bee Miller 303 
Hurt, Janie Miller 303 
Hurt, Merlin Richard 303 


Hurt, Otha 303 

Huser 248 

Huston, Walter 146 
Hutchens, Gerald 227 
Hutchens, Jane 87 
Hutchens, Susan A. 227 
Hutchens, Sybil 227 
Hutchins, Leander 424 
Hutchinson, Mrs. 320 
Hutchinson, W.A. 320 
Hutto, Homer 293 

Hux, Abraham 81 

Hux, Ell Thaney “Elthany” 81 
Hux, Elthany 282 

Hyman, Ed 216 

Hyman, Edward S. 216 
Hyman, Evelyn Ward 216 
Hyman, Jr., Edward S. 216 
Hyman, Mary Evelyn 216 
Hyman, Mrs. Ed S. 216 


llege, Bill 396 

llege, Shirley 396 

Imhoff, Major John 174 
Imhoff, Sally Hamilton 174 
Imhoff, Sarah M. 174 

Inch, Katie 442 

Inch, Michelle 442 

Inch, Michelle Van Zandt 443 
Indrisek, Anna Mary 116 
Ingram, Wynelle "Mrs. John" 90 
Ingrum, Allen 237 

lons, Penrose N. 479 
Ireland, John 122 

Irion 132 

Irvin, Ruth Short 393, 394, 395 
Irvine, J.A. 430 

Irvy, Jarred 114 

Irvy, Pennye Lyn Dickson 114 
Irvy, Rodney 114 

Irwin, Edwin 357 

Irwin, Edwin Lewis 357 
Irwin, Frances Dale 357, 358 
Irwin, Gwendolyn Aleen Reiley 357 
Irwin, Gwendolyn Aleen 357 
Irwin, Gwendolyn Reiley 357 
Irwin, Mattie Lou 341 

Isbell, Linda 472 

Isby, Margaret Pate 329 
Iskra, Amber 313 

Iskra, Colby 313 

Iskra, Matthew "Matt" 313 
Iskra, Mike 313 

Iskra, Pam Nord 313 

Isom, Jonathan 216 

Isom, Nancy Ann 158, 216 
Ivy, Juno Mullins 319 

Ivy, Laura 318, 319 

Ivy, Louise 319 

Ivy, Rev. James Newton 319 
lwa, Tsue 198 

Izzard, Silas 420 


J 


J.A. Loomis ranch 61 

J.L. Mercer Boot Shop 256 

Jackson 10, 32, 124, 130, 131, 136, 
145, 216, 217 

Jackson, Alice 15 

Jackson, Allen 217 

Jackson, Amanda 462 

Jackson, Andrew 281, 413 

Jackson, Ann Margaret 120 

Jackson, Ashley Laughlin 120 

Jackson, Ann Smart 216, 404 

Jackson, Benjamin 120 

Jackson, Bertha 216 

Jackson, Bertie 216 

Jackson, Bill 75 

Jackson, Billie 216 

Jackson, Billy 216 

Jackson, Bob 217 

Jackson, Carmon 217 

Jackson, Carroll 217 


Jackson, Cecil 120, 216 

Jackson, Cora Bell 217 

Jackson, Cynthia "Lucy" 216 

Jackson, Dorothy Irene 330 

Jackson, Ed 268 

Jackson, Elbert 217 

Jackson, Elizabeth 316 

Jackson, Ella Frances Sullivan 416 

Jackson, Emily Ann 216, 217 

Jackson, Emily Ann Miller 216 

Jackson, Eva Wilkerson 217 

Jackson, Fannie 413 

Jackson, General Andrew 300 

Jackson, Georgia 216 

Jackson, Gilford 216 

Jackson, Gordon 217 

Jackson, Helen 418 

Jackson, Helen Dowty 120 

Jackson, Helen Tolbert 425 

Jackson, Henry 48, 72 

Jackson, Herbert 216 

Jackson, Holly 120 

Jackson, Humpy 135, 216 

Jackson, James David 216 

Jackson, James Monroe 216, 217 

Jackson, James Monroe “Jim" 216 

Jackson, Jeff 15 

Jackson, Jessica 120 

Jackson, Jim 216 

Jackson, John 95, 216, 425 

Jackson, John Dennis 425 

Jackson, John "Humpy" 86, 216, 316 

Jackson, John M. "Humpy" 86, 261, 
404 

Jackson, John William 216 

Jackson, ur., James David 216 

Jackson, uJr., Robert 120, 217 

Jackson, Kate 216 

Jackson, LaNelle 350 

Jackson, Leslie 216 

Jackson, Lisa Lynn 425 

Jackson, Lloyd 216 

Jackson, Lona 337 

Jackson, Lucille Davis 105, 239 

Jackson, Lynne 425 

Jackson, Lynne Woodine 425 

Jackson, Margaret 257 

Jackson, Marjie 217 

Jackson, Martha 216 

Jackson, Mary 216 

Jackson, Mary Jo 416 

Jackson, Matilda Gray 409, 410 

Jackson, Mattie 216 

Jackson, Nydia Barfield 216 

Jackson, Ollie Lockheart 216 

Jackson, Raymond 216 

Jackson, Rebecca 216 

Jackson, Richard 216 

Jackson, Robert 217 

Jackson, Robert M. 120 

Jackson, Rose Ann 86, 404 

Jackson, Roy 14, 216 

Jackson, Shireen 354 

Jackson, Sophia 95 

Jackson, Stanley 462 

Jackson, Stonewall 67, 134, 150 

Jackson, Susan Christine 316, 317 

Jackson, Tammy Kouba 462 

Jackson, Thelma "Ames" 14 

Jackson, Thomas 164, 216 

Jackson, Tiffiny 462 

Jackson, Totsie 216 

Jackson, V.0. 105 

Jackson, Velma Carter 217 

Jackson, Vernie Dell 254 

Jackson, Vernon 268 

Jackson, W.K. 416 

Jackson, Walter 425 

Jackson, Walter Sidney 425 

Jackson, Willard 216 

Jackson, Woodrow W. 425 

Jacobs 185 

Jacobs, Caton 238 

Jacoby 11 

Jacoby, Annie Armstrong 482 

Jacoby, Edward A. 482 

Jacoby, Gwendolyn Gay Wright 482 


Jacoby, Kathy 11 

Jacoby, Lena Kruse 255 
Jacoby, Lena Lapp 255 
Jacoby, Marvin D. "Jackie" 11 
Jacoby, Mary 11 

Jacoby, Max 11 

Jacoby, Jr., RW. 814 

Jacoby, Sherry 11 

Jacoby, Steve 11 

Jacoby, Suzanne 481, 482 
Jacoby, Thomas 174 

Jacoby, Thomas John 482 
Jacoby, Walter 255 

Jacques, Mercedes 427 
Jacques, Pilar 312 

Jacques, Ventura 312 
Jacquez, Emilia 270 

Jager, Carlisle 257 

Jaimes, George 81, 217 
Jaimes, George Camufiez 217 
Jaimes, Jimmy 81 

Jaimes, Kate Marquardt Camufiez 217 
Jaimes, Katie Marquardt Franco 81 
Jaimes, Luis 81 

Jaimes, Mr. 217 

Jaimes, Ophelia 217 

Jaimes, Sarah 81 

James 217, 385, 399 
James, Bessie Elliott Moore Piper 134 
James, Brenda 259 

James, Cambron 293 

James, Catrina Baker 293 
James, David 293 

James, Elizabeth 217 

James, Frank 399 

James, George 385 

James Hollow 399 

James, Jerry 293 

James, Jesse 399 

James, Kevin 293 

James, Lorena 385 

James, Lorena Lindsey 385 
James, Martha Adaline 152 
James, Mary 217, 373 
James, Mary Ann "Molly" 385 
James, Mary Catherine 217 
James, Mary Elizabeth Hamilton 217 
James, Mary Ellen McKenzie 293 
James, Melissa 293 

James, Michael 293 

James, Molly 385 

James, Mrs. 217 

James, Mrs. N.A. 217 

James, Mrs. Nick H. "Nancy Lee" 373 
James, N.A. "Nicholas Anthony" 217 
James, Nancy 217, 373, 453 
James, Nancy Lee Salmon 373 
James, Nicholas Hamilton 217 
James, Nick 217 

James, Nick A. 217 

James, Nicki Susan 217 
James, Randy 293 

James, Richard 373 

James, Richard Stephen 217 
James, Sarah Katherine 385 
James, Stephane Lewis 293 
James, Susan 373 

Jameson 203, 279 

Janca, Ruth 416 

Jans, Rulof 90 

Jansa, Charlie 196 

Jansa, Emilie 299, 396 
Jansa, Frances Hejl 299 
Jansa, John 299 

Jansa, Mrs. 339 

Jansa, Olga 196 

Jaques 218, 426 

Jaques, Adriano 100, 218 
Jaques, Anita Lara 218 
Jaques, Antonia 218 

Jaques, Augustine 218 
Jaques, Aurora Chavez 218 
Jaques, Bernarda 218 
Jaques, Cruz 218 

Jaques, Eloisa Lebario 146 
Jaques, Emilia 218 

Jaques, Felis 218 


Jaques, Felix 218 

Jaques, Guadalupe 218 

Jaques, Isabella 218 

Jaques, Jesse 218 

Jaques, Jesus 218 

Jaques, Josefa 100 

Jaques, Josefita 374 

Jaques, Juan 218 

Jaques, Juanito 146, 218 

Jaques, Louisa 218 

Jaques, Luisa 218 

Jaques, Maggie 218 

Jaques, Margaret 218 

Jaques, Margaret "Maggie" 217 

Jaques, Merced 45 

Jaques, Mercedes 218, 256, 444, 445 

Jaques, Monico 218 

Jaques, Onesimo 45, 218, 256, 407, 
445 

Jaques, Petra 218 

Jaques, Pilar 217, 218, 219 

Jaques, Rafaela 218 

Jaques, Salome 407, 445 

Jaques, Salome Rodriguez 218 

Jaques, Salomi 256 

Jaques, Selso 218 

Jaques, Susana 218 

Jaques, Suzana 148 

Jaques, Teresita 218 

Jaques, Thomas 217, 218, 407 

Jaques, Tomas 45, 218 

Jaques, Ventura 218 

Jaques, Ventura Soto 217, 218 

Jaques-Morales, Joe Robert 218 

Jaquess, Christine 227 

Jaquess, Jack 227 

Jaquess, JaJean 227 

Jaquier, Cherry 219 

Jaquier, Cherry Lee DeHart 219 

Jaquier, J.A. 184, 219, 435 

Jaquier, Jules Andre 219 

Jaquier, Michael Robert 219 

Jaquier, Paul Andre 219 

Jaramillo, Theofilo 24 

Jatko, Linda Gaede Neitzel 153 

Jatko, Roger 153 

Jeacks, Audell 333, 335 

Jeacks, Lena Myhall 335 

Jeacks, Oscar 335 

Jeffers, Nancy 40 

Jeffers Ranch 21 

Jefferson 27, 74, 75, 109 

Jefferson, John R. 448 

Jefferson, Thomas 200 

Jeffries, Celeste Bryan Lust 269 

Jeffries, Charlotte Snodgrass 404 

Jeffries, Esther Ann "Annie" 404 

Jeffries, Newman 404 

Jeffries, Richard Allen 404 

Jeffries, Sharla Rose 404 

Jeffries, Shyria Jane 404 

Jehan, Shah 350 

Jemeyson, Elsie Mae Deats 108 

Jemeyson, Wiley 108 

Jenkins, Anna Faye 430 

Jenkins, Deborah 449 

Jenkinson, Rebecca 126 

Jenness, Pauline Sarah Lummus 264 

Jennings, B.F. 167 

Jennings, Dr. W.L. 366 

Jennings, G.W. 286 

Jennings, Jane 32, 366 

Jennings, Mrs. W.L. 366 

Jensen, Angela 318 

Jenson, Mrs. Neale 87 

Jenson, Vesta Chenoweth 87 

Jergens 309 

Jernigan, Elizabeth Ann 384 

Jeschke, Adela A. Niemann 320 

Jeschke, Alexander 185 

Jeschke, Annie 185 

Jeschke, Beverly 320 

Jeschke, Binnie 115 

Jeschke, Jane 320, 321 

Jeschke, Olga Ida Helweg 185 

Jeschke, Otto 151 

Jeschke, Phyllis 320 


Jeschke, Vernon 320 

Jesse, Richard 255 

Jesse, Rosa Kruse 255 

Jessup, Linnie Miller 302 

Jessup, Linnie Miller Fletcher 302 

Jeter, Euna Lois 430 

Jewell, Rhonda 11 

Jewett, Betty Victoria Hobson Marsh 
196 

Jewett, Jimmie 196 

Jewett, Jimmie Drew 196 

Jobe, Sharon 43 

John Holt Buick 24 

John Keys Cadillac 24 

Johnson 12, 32, 34, 48, 49, 51, 
101, 111, 130, 131, 144, 148, 
152, 164, 205, 209, 221, 222, 
224, 225, 226, 229, 235, 265, 
298, 324, 336, 339, 366, 374, 
396, 417, 447, 457, 459, 461, 
471, 476 

Johnson & Johnson Company 366 

Johnson, Alma Dryer 223 

Johnson, Anders Johan 480 

Johnson, Andrew Cummings 219 

Johnson, Andrew Josh 13, 219, 333 

Johnson, Andrew Paul 306 

Johnson, Anna Mae 224 

Johnson, Anne Mae 222 

Johnson, Arvel 126 

Johnson, Barbara Jeannine Clay 226 

Johnson, Bertha Gordon 225 

Johnson, Beulah May 224 

Johnson, Beverly Lou Keith 235 

Johnson, Bill 143, 226 

Johnson, Bob 225 

Johnson, Brooks 231 

Johnson, Buelah 221 

Johnson, Butler Burton 223 

Johnson, Candice 225 

Johnson, Candice Jane 220, 266, 469 

Johnson, Candice Marlar 220 

Johnson, Captain Josh 236 

Johnson, Carol 220 

Johnson, Catherine Mertz 297 

Johnson, Cecil 126, 220, 222, 223 

Johnson, Celeta 224, 225 

Johnson, Celeta Kay 224, 225 

Johnson, Chalmers 226 

Johnson, Christine 223 

Johnson, Christy Lynn 335 

Johnson, Clair Louise Thorp 222 

Johnson, Claire Mel 126 

Johnson, Claire Mell 222, 223 

Johnson, Claude 126, 222, 223 

Johnson, Claude "Sap" 220, 223 

Johnson, Clayton 126, 220, 222, 223 

Johnson, Clayton Jeff 220 

Johnson, Clayton "Red" 220, 223 

Johnson, Clint 120, 221 

Johnson, Clydia 126, 222, 223, 339 

Johnson, Clydia "Sally" 220, 223 

Johnson, Colonel 221 

Johnson, Colonel Clayton 220 

Johnson Construction Company 297 

Johnson, Cora Mabel 224 

Johnson, Craig 97 

Johnson, Debbie Lou 235 

Johnson, Delila A. 221 

Johnson, Denise 226 

Johnson, Denise Deneen 226 

Johnson, Derek 221 

Johnson, Devin 221 

Johnson, Dink 224 

Johnson, Doyle 142 

Johnson, Dr. 101 

Johnson, Dr. Lowell S. 226 

Johnson, Edna 224 

Johnson, Ellen E. Osmer 139 

Johnson, Emma Amelia 359 
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Lawson, Kathryn McDonald 288 
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Lebario, Luis 146, 256, 445 
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Ledbetter 147 
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Ledbetter, Ora Linnie 147 
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Leddy, Mable Beatrice Williams 256 
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Lee, Ethel 257, 258 
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Lee, Helen 256, 257, 258 
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Lee, Jr., John 256, 257 

Lee, Jr., Philip 257, 258 
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Lee, Kathleen 257 

Lee, Larry 121, 271 
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Lee, Louise 257 
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Lee, Margaret Jackson 257 
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Lee, Mary 257 

Lee, Mary E. 85, 256, 257, 258 

Lee, Mary Ellen 257 

Lee, Mary Ellen McGrath 257 

Lee, Mary Meador 256 

Lee, Michael 216 

Lee, Mr. John 256 

Lee, Mr. John P. 355 

Lee, Mrs. Brown F. 139 

Lee, Mrs. John 256 

Lee, Ms. Johnny 159 

Lee, P Ben 258 

Lee, Phil 279, 448 

Lee, Philip 256, 257, 258 

Lee, Philip Ben 256 

Lee, Philip Benjamin 257 

Lee, Philip C. 256, 257, 258 

Lee, Philip Casserle 257 

Lee, Phillip C. 85 

Lee, Robert 3, 103, 124, 132, 333, 
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Lee, Sarah 256, 258 
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Lee, Tanya 121 

Lee, Tanya Lynn 271 

Lee, Thomas Henry 273 

Lee, Todd 216 

Lee, Tom 216 

Lee, Truman 313 
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Lee, William E. 257, 258 

Lee, William Edward 256 

Lee, William H. 257 

Leffel, Carl 202 

Leffel, H.D. 278 
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Leffel, M.0. 374 

Leftwich, Ralph 71 
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Legg, Roy 49 

Legg, Tammie 231 
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LeGrand, Bob 258 

LeGrand, Clay 258 
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LeGrand, Doug 258 
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LeGrand, Jared Neil 258 
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LeGrand, Jean Ann Hohensee 53 
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LeGrand, Rob 258 

LeGrand, Robert 52 
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Lehr, Allene 259 

Lehr, Betty Jost 259 
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Lehr, Dorothy 259 

Lehr, Emma 258 

Lehr, Emmitt 148, 258, 259 

Lehr, Emmitt R. 258 

Lehr, George 258, 259 

Lehr, Ida 259 
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Lehr, Katie 258 
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Lehr, Sharon 259 

Lehr, Stuart 259 
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Lehr, Wayne 259 
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Leinneweber 9 
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259, 260 
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Leinneweber, Beatrice 259 
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Leinneweber, Elizabeth Colbath 259 
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Leinneweber, Eva 260 

Leinneweber, Fern 260 

Leinneweber, Florence Virginia Thornton 
260 

Leinneweber, George 259 
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Leinneweber, Hattie Sims 259 
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Lemes, Loleita B. 409 
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Lenoir, Frances Lucille 160, 161 
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Lieber, Oma Gracie Teague 421, 422 
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Linscomb, Louise 221 
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Lockheart, Ollie 216 

Lockheed 130 

Lodal, Clara 414 

Loden, Emmaline 273 

Loeffler 407 

Loeffler, Bertha 407 

Loflin, Sally A. Elizabeth Webb 449 

Loflin, Tom 449 

Loften, Dora 404 

Loftin, Helen Marguerite 456 

Logan 319 

Logan, Charlene 286 

Logan, Charles 286 

Logan, Connie 193, 286, 288, 331, 
340, 349 

Logan, Conswillow Wesaling "Connie" 
286 

Logan, Leona Pearl 286 

Logan, Mary Francis 472 

Logan, Robert James 286 

Logan, Roseanna 286 

Logan, Sharon Lea 286 

Logan- Greer Insurance Company 224 

Logsdon, Christy 290 

Logsdon, Clay 290 

Logsdon, Dion 290 

Logsdon, Janice Marie McGinty 290 
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Lopez, Ilda 81 
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Lowe 69 
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Lowry, Nickie Lee 264 
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Lowry, Ora 264 
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Lowry, Shandy Kay 264 
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Lowry, William Franklin 263 

Lowry, William Henry 263 
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Loyd, Shannon 12 
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Lubbock, Governor Frank 225 
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Lucio, Antonio 170 

Luck, Carolyn 158 

Luckett, Harris 371 

Luckett, Helen 387 

Luckey, Hannah 90 
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Ludeman, Lawrence 321 
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Ludwick, Sybil 40 
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Luera, Benjamin 6 

Lugo, Mrs. Augustine "Linda" 217 
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Luksa, Ella 121 
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Lummas, Mr. Roy 245 

Lummas, Mrs. Roy 245 
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Lummus, Dorothy Jean 264 


Lummus, Leota Clarenda 264 

Lummus, Lola Naomi 264 

Lummus, Marie LaVerne 264 

Lummus, Mary 264 

Lummus, Mary Francis 264 

Lummus, Pauline Sarah 264 

Lummus, Roy 23, 264 

Lummus, Roy Esker 264 

Lummus, Roy Herndon 264 
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Lund, H.0. 263 
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Luther, Bobby Lee 3 

Luther, Clarence 31, 186, 264 

Luther, Clarence Curtis 31, 264 

Luther, Florence 264 
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Luther, Grover C. 264 
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Luther, Hazel Pauline 31, 131, 186, 
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Luther, James Otis 264 
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Luther, Mary Mertis 264 
Luther, Maude 264 

Luther, Mertis 264 
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Luther, Minnie Myrle 264 
Luther, Mr. 264 

Luther, Mr. Clarence C. 264 
Luther, Mrs. 264 

Luther, Mrs. Vera M. “Hemphill” 264 
Luther, Myrle 264 

Luther, Pauline 31, 264 
Luther, Sybil 264 

Luther, Sybil Geneva 264 
Luther, Travis 264 

Luther, Travis N. 264 
Luther, Vera 186, 264 
Luther, Vera Hemphill 31 
Luther, Vera M. Hemphill 264 
Luther, Weldon Curtis 264 
Luther, William G. 264 
Luther, Willie 264 

Luttrell, Mary Jane 232 
Lutz, Catherine 182 

Lutz, Karen 228 

Lutz, Peter 182 

Lybrand 174, 241 

Lydick 70 

Lyell, Ed 419 

Lykins, Ada Mae 449 

Lyle, Grover 76 

Lyles 433 

Lyles, Hillary 433 

Lynch, Severa Alderette 7 
Lynch, Walter 7 

Lynn, Chick 264 

Lynn, Devilla 265 

Lynn, Devilla Goodrum 264 
Lynn, Dorothy 173 

Lynn, Elizabeth "Busby" 264 
Lynn, Joe 264, 265 

Lynn, Joe Chilton 264 
Lynn, Joe Chilton "Chick" 265 
Lynn, Joseph 264 

Lynn, Joseph H. 264 

Lynn, Mrs. Joe "Devilla’ 182 
Lynn, Nell 264 

Lynn, Nell Mae Hall 265 
Lynn, Virginia Maddera 318 
Lyons, Nancy 185 

Lyssy, Gail Christine Caroe 34 
Lyssy, Mrs. Gregory James 34 
Lytle, John W. 161 

Lytle, Susan 161 

Lytle, Susan Lorene 161 
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M.L. Leddy’s Boot and Saddlery 256 
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Maceena, Lella 475 

Maceena, Lella Woullard 475 
Macgruder, Dr. 183 

Machu, Anna 84, 85, 265 
Mackenzie, Col. Ranald S. 448 
MacKenzie, Colonel 316 
Mackenzie, General Ranald S. 385 
Mackin, Mr. 333 

MacMillan, Martha 102 
Macon 95 

Maddera, Vera Lumpkin 318 
Maddox, Ed 17 

Maddux, Doyle 147 

Madiera, Johnnie Rusler 371 
Madison, Leila 371 

Magee, Dr. 206 

Magee, Ella 206 

Magee, Mrs. 206 

Magness, Elizabeth 34 
Magruder, Fortunatius 418 
Mahan, Manilla 463 

Mahler, Lisa 25 

Mahler, Margareta 139 
Mahler, Margaretta 477 
Mahon, Bryan 265 

Mahon, Bryan Gale 265 
Mahon, Chad Vincent 265 
Mahon, Eldon B. 265 

Mahon, George 265 

Mahon, Gordon W. 265 
Mahon, John 265 

Mahon, John Bryan Il 265 
Mahon, Kaylea Beth 265 
Mahon, Mary Beth Riggins 265 
Mahon, Mary Emily 265 
Mahon, Mary Nell Lea 265 
Mahon, Melba M. 265 
Mahon, Monte John 265 
Mahon, Myron 265 

Mahon, Myron Lea 265 
Mahon, Nola Muns 265 
Mahon, Rebecca Lynn Ponder 265 
Mahon, Royce W. 265 
Mahon, Ryan Christopher 265 
Mahon, Wade Forrest 265 
Mahon’s Men’s Shop 265 
Maier, Hallie Oates 324 

Maier, Joe 324 

Maige, Janie 421 

Maige, Janie Margaret 421 
Maige, Margaret 421 

Mailor, Edith Opal Underwood 440 
Majek, Lou 98 

Majoles, Frank 6 

Malchar, Anna 250 

Malcolm Schwartz Award 381 
Malechek 266, 470 
Malechek, Annie Weinke 265 
Malechek, Becky 265 
Malechek, Dixie 265 
Malechek, Gilbert 204, 265 
Malechek, J.A. 265 
Malechek, Judy Lynn 266 
Malechek, Lynn 45, 265, 266 
Malechek, Lynn Marvin 265 
Malechek, May-Beth "Becky" 266 
Malechek, Sue 265, 266 
Malechek, Susie B. 45 
Malechek, Susie "Sue" Benton 266 
Maley, Edith 282 

Mallard, John 414 

Mallard, Margaret 414 
Mallard, Margaret Strain 414 
Mallios, Evangelia 315 
Malone, Gayle 398 

Maly, Annie 299 

Mangogna, Lena 374 
Mangum, Annie Lora 382 
Manitgzas, Evelyn 251 
Manitzas, Mary 365 

Mann, Arthur 266 

Mann, Clay 266 

Mann Commission Company 266 
Mann, Elizabeth Glover 266 
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McCraw, James Brandon Obediah 
Jefferson "Jim" 282 

McCraw, Jim 282 

McCraw, Mary Tate 282 

McCraw, Mr. Jim 282 

McCraw, Mrs. Jim 282 

McCraw, Odessie Lurettie 81 

McCraw, Willis 282 

McCraw, Willis Larkin 81, 282 

McCrohan 283, 284, 285 

McCrohan, Archie 284 

McCrohan, Brook Merriman 283 

McCrohan, Charles 283 

McCrohan, Charlie 283, 284, 285 

McCrohan, Clara 284 

McCrohan, Dale 284 

McCrohan, Dan 283, 284, 285 
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McCrohan, Dan Curtis 284 
McCrohan, Dan E. 282 
McCrohan, Danice Kay 282, 283 
McCrohan, Daniel 283, 284, 285 
McCrohan, Daniel O'Connor 285 
McCrohan, Dave 283 
McCrohan, Dave Mark 283 
McCrohan, Dora 285 
McCrohan, Dora Ellen 283 
McCrohan, Dora O'Connell 284 
McCrohan, Emma Belle 283 
McCrohan, Emmett 283, 284, 285 
McCrohan, Emmett, Jr. 147 
McCrohan, Emmett Lester 284 
McCrohan, Eugene 221, 283, 284, 285 
McCrohan, Eugene "Dave" 284 
McCrohan, Fannie Pearl 283 
McCrohan, Geoffrey 0. 284, 285 
McCrohan, Geoffrey O. "Jeff 284 
McCrohan, Geraldine 284 
McCrohan, Ilene 285 
McCrohan, Isabell 284, 285 
McCrohan, Isabell Wilson 284 
McCrohan, Isabelle 232, 283, 440 
McCrohan, Isabelle Wilson 283 
McCrohan, Jack 285 
McCrohan, Jeff 284, 285 
McCrohan, Jessie 284 
McCrohan, Jessie Rodgers Monsey 
84 


McCrohan, Joanna 284 
McCrohan, John 282, 283, 284, 285 
McCrohan, Jr., Emmett 283, 284 
McCrohan, Jr., Marie Triplett 147 
McCrohan, Katie 283 
McCrohan, Lestie Reva 284 
McCrohan, Mable 284 
McCrohan, Marguerite 283 
McCrohan, Marguerite Ogden 282 
McCrohan, Mary 283, 285 
McCrohan, Mary Ann Alley 282 
McCrohan, Mary Bell 282, 284 
McCrohan, Mary Kilgore 285 
McCrohan, Mary "Mollie" Kilgore 284 
McCrohan, Minnie Grace 283 
McCrohan, Molly 282 
McCrohan, Mr. 283, 285 
McCrohan, Mrs. 283, 284 
McCrohan, Oressa 284 
McCrohan, Pearl Furey 283 
McCrohan, Ruth 284 
McCrohan, Sr., Emmett 282, 283 
McCrohan, Uncle Dan 284 
McCrohan, Wyvon 283, 284, 285 
McCrohan, Wyvon Stewart 412 
McCulloch 21 
McCulloch, Ben 179 
McCulloch, H.E. 179, 449 
McCulloch, Henry 179 
McCullough 134 
McCullough, Curtis 413 
McCullough, Earl 285 
McCullough Emily Cleveland 285 
McCullough, Gwynn Odette 285 
McCullough, H.E. 478, 483 
McCullough, Isabell Emeline Cooper 
285 
McCullough, Jasper A. 285 
McCullough, Lona Abbe 285 
McCullough, Lynda Yvonne 285 
McCullough, May 285 
McCullough, Mrs. Walter Gayle 
"Deborah Yvonne Phil” 339 
McCullough, R.E. 285 
McCullough, Ralph 285 
McCullough, Ralph E. 285 
McCullough, Ralph Earl 285 
McCullough, Ralph Eugene 285 
McCutchen, Calvin 183 
McCutchen, Elizabeth Ann Benton 241 
McCutchen, Georgia Ann Gertrude 474 
McCutchen, Grace Eleanor 387 
McCutchen, Hannah Elizabeth 
McCallister 387 
McCutchen, Irma 183 
McCutchen, Irma Hayley 182 
McCutchen, James Madison 241 
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McCutchen, Mary Elizabeth 24 

McCutchen, Mrs. C.M. "Irma" 182 

McCutchen, Oda Lee 240 

McCutchen, William Wiley 387 

McCutchon, Mary Lee 404 

McDaniel, Carmen Isabel 333 

McDaniel, Carolyn Jean 333 

McDaniel, Hazel 81 

McDaniel, Helen Louise 225 

McDaniel, Leonard 81 

McDaniel, Mary Alston "Mollie" 22 

McDaniel, Walter A. 333 

McDaniels, Elsie Wooten 473 

McDermott, Annie 416 

McDonald 55, 130, 253, 254, 287, 
288, 289 

McDonald, Abigail 173 

McDonald and Sons 355 

McDonald, Annie 259 

McDonald, Annie Victoria 259, 260, 
261 

McDonald, Becky 289 

McDonald, Becky Ann 289 

McDonald, Becky Ann Whitehurst 
288, 289 

McDonald, Bernice Vanderburg 286 

McDonald, Bessie 245 

McDonald, Betty JoAn 130, 131, 287 

McDonald, Billie 31, 130, 253, 254, 
287 

McDonald, Billie Faye 30, 253, 254, 
285, 286, 287 

McDonald, Billie Lane 130 

McDonald, Bobbie Jo 285 

McDonald, Bobby 130, 285, 286, 287 

McDonald, Bobby R. 285 

McDonald, Bobby Ray 285, 287 

McDonald, Bruce Ray 285 

McDonald, Bruce Robert 288, 289 

McDonald, C.L. 288 

McDonald, Charlene 286, 331 

McDonald, Charles 130, 193, 253, 
286, 288, 331, 340, 349 

McDonald, Charles R. 285 

McDonald, Charles Robert 131, 253, 
288 

McDonald, Charles Roy 286, 288, 331 

McDonald, Charles Washington 81 

McDonald, Charley 31, 130, 285, 286, 
287, 289 

McDonald, Charley R. 287 

McDonald, Charley Robert 286 

McDonald, Connie 286, 331 

McDonald, Connie Logan 193, 286, 
288, 331, 340, 349 

McDonald, Corkey 130, 287 

McDonald, Corkie 287 

McDonald, Daniel 193 

McDonald, Dashia Renee 288, 289 

McDonald, Debra Kay 285 

McDonald, Donald Mike 287 

McDonald, Duane 287 

McDonald, Duane Michael 287 

McDonald, E.C. 84 

McDonald, Freddy 287 

McDonald, Freddy Eugene 287 

McDonald, Gayle 288 

McDonald, Ida 289 

McDonald, Ida Bradberry 286 

McDonald, Ida Mae Bradberry 289 

McDonald III, James Collie 287 

McDonald III, James "Jim" Collie 288 

McDonald Investment 349 

McDonald Investments 289 

McDonald, J.C. 355 

McDonald, James Collie 287 

McDonald, James Patrick 255, 287, 
288, 289 

McDonald, James Patrick "Pat" 288, 
289 


McDonald, James Scott 287 
McDonald, James Weldon 288, 289 
McDonald, Janet Lea 93 

McDonald, Janet Lea Collins 289 
McDonald, Janice Merelyn Reeves 287 
McDonald, Jimmie 253 

McDonald, Jo Alice 288 


McDonald, Jo Etta Eubanks 285 

McDonald, JoAn Earnest 130, 131, 
286, 287, 289 

McDonald, John Holland 289 

McDonald, Jon Larry 287 

McDonald, Jr., Charles R. 287 

McDonald, Jr., Charles Roy 286 

McDonald, Jr., Col. James C. 288 

McDonald, ur, J.C. 288 

McDonald, Jr., James Collie 287 

McDonald, Kathryn Ella 255, 288, 289 

McDonald, Kiva 288 

McDonald, Kiva DeAun 255, 288, 289 

McDonald, Lea 288 

McDonald, Lea Collins 93, 288 

McDonald, Leona 286, 331, 340 

McDonald, Leona Pearl 340 

McDonald, Lucinda Rushing 289 

McDonald, M.J. 287 

McDonald, Marcia 21 

McDonald, Martha Kay Patterson 287 

McDonald, Mike 130, 287 

McDonald, Mrs. C. R. “Pearl” 287 

McDonald, Nancy Ann ‘Fields" 81 

McDonald, Neal 288 

McDonald, Pat 130, 256, 287, 288 

McDonald, Pearl 130, 285, 286, 287, 
289 

McDonald, Pearl Springer 130, 253, 
285, 286, 287 

McDonald, Red 245 

McDonald, Robert 286, 288, 289 

McDonald, Robert James 288 

McDonald, Rodney Michael 287 

McDonald, Roseanna 286, 331 

McDonald, Ruby 288, 289 

McDonald, Ruby Augusta Louise Rose 
288 


McDonald, Ruby Rose 255, 288, 289 

McDonald, Sandra 287 

McDonald, Sandra Lynn 287 

McDonald, Sharon 192, 193, 286 , 331 

McDonald, Sharon Lea 193 

McDonald, Sr., J.C. 287, 288 

McDonald, Stephen 288 

McDonald, Stephen Patrick 255, 288, 
289 

McDonald, Steve 289 

McDonald, Tennessee 81 

McDonald, Texas Pearl Springer 131, 
253, 288 

McDonald, Uncle M.J. 287 

McDonald, W. R. 31 

McDonald Welding Supply Company 
288 

McDonald, William R. 289 

McDonald, William Rushing 286, 289 

McDonald, Zachariah 259 

McDonald-Favor & Co. 288 

McDougald, Loula Catherine 477 

McDougall, Loula Catherine 159 

McDougall, Mary Ann 16 

McDougall, Wilbur Lee 16 

McDowell, Ava Hogg 196, 197 

McDowell, E.L. 416 

McDowell, Excel 416 

McDowell, General 134 

McDowell, Gerome 235 

McDowell, Joe Ann Trammell 427 

McDowell, Joe Clay 134 

McDowell, Larry 427 

McDowell, Lisa Marie 427 

McDowell, Mac 197 

McDowell, Mary Ann 427 

McDowell, Mary Ann "May" 134, 135 

McDowell, Mildred 415, 416 

McDowell, Mr. 416 

McDowell, Mrs. 416 

McDowell, Patricia 427 

McElderry, Almina 181, 182 

McElderry, Catherine "Lutz" 182 

McElderry, James Allen 182 

McElhaney, Leon 55 

McElligott, Cherie Annette Fuchs 152 

McElligott, Michael J. 152 

McElmurray, Lydia Mae 331 

McElroy 466 


McEntire 133 
McFall, Earline 369 
McFaul, Sandra Joann 355 
McGee, Flora Kate 6 
McGee, Juanita 405 
McGee, Juanita Snow 405 
McGetrick, Tina 448 
McGill 15, 23, 97, 98, 130, 290, 
346, 458 
McGill, A.A. 290 
McGill, Alonzo Bruce 290 
McGill, Annie Belle 290, 310 
McGill, Ashabel Alonzo "Lon" 289 
McGill, Charles C. 153, 290 
McGill, Charles Cooper "Pinky" 290 
McGill, David 289, 290 
McGill, Dewey Neves 290 
McGill Elementary School 290 
McGill, Eliza 289 
McGill, Eula 290 
McGill, Laura 290 
McGill, Laura Jane Harkins 290 
McGill, Lon 289 
McGill, Malcolm Curtis 290 
McGill, Mary 207 
McGill, Mary Kathryn Fuller 153 
McGill, Miss Annie 310 
McGill, Mr. 290 
McGill, Mr. A.A. 289, 310 
McGill, Mrs. 290 
McGill, Mrs. A.A. 289, 310 
McGill School 290 
McGill, Thomas 289 
McGill, Thomas Daniel 290 
McGilvray, Janelle 103 
McGinty, Brett 290 
McGinty, Calvin Green 290 
McGinty, Carol Barns 290 
McGinty, Catherine 264, 290 
McGinty, Cathy 317 
McGinty, Claudine Davis 290 
McGinty, Dorthy Fairchild 290 
McGinty, Edith Estell 290 
McGinty, Edna Earl 290 
McGinty, Elizabeth Elliott 290 
McGinty, Elizabeth Elliott Gregg 290 
McGinty, Ermon Alberta 290 
McGinty, Floyd Milton 290 
McGinty, Freddy Margret 290 
McGinty, Geri 317 
McGinty, Gerldine Grace 290 
McGinty, Gladys Faye 290 
McGinty, Gladys Jones 290 
McGinty, Heather 290 
McGinty, Helen Alsobrook 290 
McGinty, Hulda Musil 290, 317 
McGinty, Ina May Elliott 135 
McGinty, Janice 317 
McGinty, Janice Marie 290 
McGinty, John Edward 290 
McGinty, Judith Ann 290 
McGinty, Judy 317 
McGinty, Julia Montgomery 290 
McGinty, Kim 290 
McGinty, Lillian Alice 290 
McGinty, Marion Fairchild 290 
McGinty, Maudine Julia B. 290 
McGinty, Myrtle Blakney 290 
McGinty, Oleta 290 
McGinty, Oleta Davis Ward 290 
McGinty, Pat 317 
McGinty, Patricia Ray 290 
McGinty, Peggy Bradley 290 
McGinty, Ray 290, 317 
McGinty, Raymond 290, 317 
McGinty, Raymond Gregg 290 
McGinty, Robert Edwin 290 
McGinty, Royce Hermon 290 
McGinty, Ruby Padier 290 
McGinty, Ruth Curry 290 
McGinty, Samuel Albert 290 
McGinty, Samuel Americas 290 
McGinty, Sarah Elizabeth "Lizzie" Elliott 
Gregg 134, 427 
McGinty, Sherly Jones 290 
McGinty, Sherman 135 
McGinty, Thomas J. 290 


McGinty, Thomas Jefferson 290 

McGinty, Thomas Patten 290 

McGinty, Tim 290 

McGinty, Tom 134, 290, 427 

McGinty, Wanda Mae 290 

McGinty, Willie Mae 345 

McGlasson 291 

McGlasson, Aunt Fannie 70 

McGlasson, Daisy 69, 70, 71, 291 

McGlasson, Daisy Kate 70, 291 

McGlasson, Francis Fannie 291 

McGlasson, Josephine 291 

McGlasson, Josephine Loveless 291 

McGlasson, Josephine Rhoda Loveless 
291 

McGlasson, Miss Fannie 291 

McGlasson, Mr. Philip 291 

McGlasson, Mrs. 291 

McGlasson, Mrs. Philip 291 

McGlasson, P.C. 70, 291 

McGlasson, Philip Chamberlin 291 

McGlathery, Mollie 469 

McGowen’s and Taylor's Grocery 170 

McGrath, Henry 257 

McGrath, Mary Ellen 257 

McGraw, Belle Mitchiner 309 

McGraw, George R. 309 

McGrew, Beatrice Blatch 291 

McGrew, Dan 291, 292 

McGrew, Gabriel 291 

McGrew, Ida Granger 291 

McGrew, Master Sergeant W.T. "Dan" 
292 

McGrew, Mr. W.T. Dan 291 

McGrew, Patricia Foster 291 

McGrew, Scott 291 

McGrew, Wendy Harris 291 

McGrew, William Thomas "Dan" 291 

McGrew, Willo 292 

McGuire 356 

McGuire, Bazil 292 

McGuire, Bernice 292 

McGuire, Bertha May 268 

McGuire, Burnice Beverly 292 

McGuire, Charlie Houston 292 

McGuire, Eddye Marie 292 

McGuire, Edgar 292 

McGuire, Fred 292 

McGuire, Helen 292 

McGuire, Helen Ray 353 

McGuire, J.D. 292 

McGuire, Lema James 268, 454 

McGuire, Lennie 292 

McGuire, Lennie Maliagan 292 

McGuire, Lloyd Monroe 292 

McGuire, Lona 292 

McGuire, Mary Bess 292 

McGuire, Mittie Allene 292 

McGuire, Muddy 292 

McGuire, Muddy Patmann 292 

McGuire, Muddy Pattmann 292 

McGuire, Roy Lee 292 

McGuire, Ruth 430, 454 

McGuire, Sallie 292 

McGuire, Sallie Tucker 292 

McGuire, W.A. 292 

McGuire, Walter A. 292 

McGuire, Walter Chapel 292 

McGuire, Willard Artie 292 

McHugh, Catherine 420 

McIntire, Bea 292 

McIntire, Beatrice 292 

McIntire, Beatrice Humphrey 292 

McIntire, Beatrice Louise Humphrey 
292 

McIntire, Deedie 292 

McIntire, Donnie Ann Bearden 292 

McIntire, Louise 292 

McIntire, Mac 292 

McIntire, Seaborn Lawrence 292 

McIntire, Woodrow W. 292 

McIntire, Woodrow W. "Mac" 292 

McIntire, Woodrow Wilson 292 

McIntire’s Drive-In and Restaurant 292 

McIntosh, Evelyn Furse 293 

McIntosh, Frank Morton 293 

McIntosh, Jr., R.L. 292 


Mcintosh, Mac 292, 293 

McIntosh, Mamie Arnett 20 

McIntosh, Marjorie Talley 292 

Mcintosh, Mary 13, 293 

McIntosh, Mary Emma Williams 293 

McIntosh, Mary Kathryn 293 

Mcintosh, Milta Ermadine 292 

Mcintosh, Mr. R.L. 292 

Mcintosh, Mrs. R.L. 292 

McIntosh, Rebecca 293 

Mcintosh, Rebecca Ellen Chapman 292 

McIntosh, Richard Allen 293 

Mcintosh, Rush 293 

McIntosh, Rush L. 292 

McIntosh, Rush Lemuel "Mac" 292 

McIntosh, Virginia Pace 292 

Mcintosh, William A. 20 

Mclver, Drew 370 

Mclver, Zadie Runkles 370 

McJunkin, Rosaline Louise Tharp 228 

McJunkin, Rossie Lee 228 

McJunkin, Samuel Brooks 228 

McKavett 134, 438 

McKavett, Anne Smith 401 

McKay, Ada B. 253 

McKay, David 96 

McKay, Jill 97 

McKay, Mary Fae Coulter 96 

McKee 101, 168 

McKelvey, Nina 474 

McKenney, Diana 430 

McKenny 309 

McKenzie, Bill 293 

McKenzie, Brian 293 

McKenzie, Donald 293 

McKenzie, Dr. 178 

McKenzie, Dr. Patrick Joseph 178 

McKenzie, Elizabeth Jane "Betty" 293 

McKenzie, Ellis Neal 360 

McKenzie, Elton 360 

McKenzie, Elton Rex 360 

McKenzie, Ethel Hagelstein 293 

McKenzie, Hector 235, 293 

McKenzie, Kara Dee 360 

McKenzie, Kimberly Neal 360 

McKenzie, Kyle Rex 360 

McKenzie, Louis Lee 360 

McKenzie, Marilyn Ruth 360 

McKenzie, Martha 179 

McKenzie, Martha Isabell 179 

McKenzie, Mary Conway 360 

McKenzie, Mary Ellen 293 

McKenzie, Mary Lou Sims 360 

McKenzie, Minnie 293 

McKenzie, Mrs. 178 

McKenzie, Mrs. Hector "Minnie" 451 

McKenzie, Patricia 178 

McKenzie, Pauline 178 

McKenzie, Roy Neal 360 

McKenzie, Sharon Tremley 293 

McKenzie, Virginia 469 

McKenzie, Willetta 178 

McKenzie, Willetta "Billye" 178 

McKenzie, William Chris "Bill" 293 

McKenzieville 10 

McKie, Benjamine 90 

McKinley, Jeanette McClure 281 

McKinley, Sadie Bugg 106 

McKinney 27, 257, 293, 388 

McKinney, Alma Coral 293 

McKinney, Bernie 293 

McKinney, Charles 293 

McKinney, Charlie 388 

McKinney, Dessie 251 

McKinney, Earl 293 

McKinney, Elmer 293 

McKinney, J.J. 293 

McKinney, James Jefferson 293 

McKinney, Jane 293 

McKinney, Lester 293 

McKinney, Missouri Jane "Zura" Cantrell 
293 


McKinney, Mitzi Broome 67 
McKinney, Mr. 293 
McKinney, Mrs. Curry 251 
McKinney, "Pony" 293 
McKinney, R.K. 293 


McKinney, Reverend Curry 251 

McKinney, Royce 293 

McKinney, Sarah Elizabeth Dehnel 110 

McKinney, Theresa 102 

McKnight 70, 97, 111, 116 

McKnight, Glenn 183 

McKnight Hospital 422 

McKnight, Jettie Lou 183 

McKnight Sanatorium 414 

McKnight, Susan 183 

McKnight Tuberculosis Sanatorium 394 

McLaughlin 432 

McLaughlin, Arthur Guy 293 

McLaughlin, Charlie 293 

McLaughlin, Charlie Colwell 293 

McLaughlin, George 293, 294 

McLaughlin, George Herman 293 

McLaughlin, George Steele 293, 294 

McLaughlin, Guy 293 

McLaughlin, Herman 293 

McLaughlin, Lloyd Henry 293 

McLaughlin, Lucile Metcalfe 299 

McLaughlin, Mary 293 

McLaughlin, Mary Elvira 294 

McLaughlin, Mary Elvira Johnson 293 

McLaughlin Mountain 419 

McLaughlin, Mrs. Herman 299 

McLaughlin, Nina Mary 293 

McLaughlin Ranch 419, 434 

McLaughlin, Ray 293 

McLaughlin, Rufe Marion "Buddie" 293 

McLaughlin, William Ray 293 

McLaurin, Aaron Cole 107 

McLaurin, Austin Taylor 107 

McLaurin, Kenny 107 

McLaurin, Sandy Renee Davis 107 

McLennan 99, 100 

McLennon 77 

McMahan and Bridgers 87 

McMahan, Joe 419, 420 

McMahan, Susan Tate 419, 420 

McMahan, W.H. 213 

McMahan, William H. 17 

McManus 294, 303 

McManus, Ara 305, 306 

McManus Brothers Ranch 294 

McManus, Danny Lee 75 

McManus, Eliza Whitley 294 

McManus, Houston 294 

McManus, Houston Brock 294 

McManus II, William "Bill' 294 

McManus III, William Clinton 294 

McManus, James 294 

McManus, James Clinton 111, 294 

McManus, James "Jimmy" 294 

McManus, James Lee 75 

McManus, James McClinton 303 

McManus, Jim 306 

McManus, Jimmy 294 

McManus, Jimmy Leon 75 

McManus, Joe Lee 294 

McManus, Katherine Marie 75 

McManus, Kathryn 303 

McManus, Loma Allyne Baker 294 

McManus, Lorene Fletcher 294 

McManus, Mary 294 

McManus, Mary Jane Cox 75 

McManus, Mary Melvina 294 

McManus, Mary Melvina Brock 294, 
303 

McManus, Mattie "B" 294 

McManus, Mattie Bell 111, 294 

McManus, Melba Lucille 294 

McManus, Mrs. 303 

McManus, Ollie Kathryn 294, 302, 303 

McManus, Robert 294 

McManus, Robert H. 294 

McManus, William Clinton 294 

McManus, Zella Christine Tulloch 294 

McMillan, Alta Wright 294, 475 

McMillan, Beatrice 294 

McMillan, Charles 294 

McMillan, Charles Sidney 294 

McMillan, Clayton "Hap" 294 

McMillan Drug Store 294 

McMillan Field 429 

McMillan, H.R. 259 


McMillan, Habbie Jane 173 

McMillan, Katherine 294 

McMillan, Lavinia 90 

McMillan, Mathew 294 

McMillan, Milburn 294 

McMillan, Mrs. John "Beth" 453 

McMillan, Sharon Lehr 259 

McMinn, David 469 

McMinn, Etna 469 

McMinn, Etna Wilson 469 

McMurray 40 

McMurray, Louise Schmidt 377 

McMurray, Perry 377 

McNair 149 

McNair, Julia Ann 149 

McNair, Mollie 94, 148, 149 

McNair, Mollie Susan 149 

McNair, Randall 149 

McNair, Susan 149 

McNeely, Marye Marcella 161 

McNeese & Gantt 370 

McNellis, Audrey M. 157 

McNelly, Leander 159 

McPherson, Vaye 59 

McQuarry, Mollie 164 

McQueen, Mamie Frances 361 

McQueston, Robert 354 

McQueston, Sylvia Elizabeth 354 

McRan 75 

McRan Construction 343 

McSpedden, Darrow 289 

McSwain, Angela Georgene 295 

McSwain, Elizabeth Griffin 294 

McSwain, Elizabeth Renee 295 

McSwain, Jean 294, 295 

McSwain, Jr., Ross Francis 294 

McSwain, Lou Ella 295 

McSwain, Lou Ella Murrah 294, 295 

McSwain, Robert Angus 295 

McSwain, Ross 294, 295, 392 

McSwain, Sr., R.F 294 

McSwain, Thomas Francis 295 

McSwain, Wanda Jean Timmons 295 

McWhorter, Elizabeth 281 

McWhorter, Gail LaDell 12 

McWhorter, Jack 12 

McWhorter, Jason 12 

McWhorter, John 281 

McWhorter, Mary Elizabeth 281 

McWilliams, Mary Emma 293 

Meacham, H.C. 154 

Meacham, Henrietta Smith 402 

Meacham, Kenneth 402 

Meacham, Virginia Rose 401 

Meador, Cecil 295 

Meador, Joel Tom 295 

Meador, Pamela J. "Pam" Scott Hoff 
295 

Meador, Sarah Kate 295 

Meador, Tommy Cecil 295 

Meador, Williwood 295 

Meador, Williwood Bridwell 295 

Meadors, Rose 161 

Meadows, Frank 69 

Medford, Jessie 200, 209 

Medford, Joe 209 

Medford, Mary 209 

Medina, Petronila 400 

Medley, Marcena 406 

Medlock, A.L. 295 

Medlock, Alexa 295 

Medlock, Hubert 295 

Medlock, Jacob 295 

Medlock, Lucille 443 

Medlock, Martha 295 

Medlock, Martha Whitley 295, 443 

Medlock, Myrta Clary 295 

Medlock, Reuben 295, 443 

Medlock, T.P. 295 

Meek, A.B. "Bill" 296 

Meek, Aaron 295, 296 

Meek, Ad 295, 296 

Meek, Archie 296 

Meek, Archie Admiral 296 

Meek, Audrey Fane "Judy" 296 

Meek, Bertha 295, 296 

Meek, Bertha Isabella Stewart 296 
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Meek, Betty 296 

Meek, Charlie 296 

Meek, Dora Martha “Poss” 75 
Meek, Elizabeth Victoria Vest 295 
Meek, Elmira Rodgers 284 
Meek, Franklin Dwaine 75 
Meek, Ivy 296 

Meek, Jr., Franklin Dwaine 75 
Meek, Judy 296 

Meek, Lila Norene "Susie" 296 
Meek, Lyda 466 

Meek, Lyda Maureen 296, 466 
Meek, Mama 296 

Meek, Mandi Melissa 295 
Meek, Mary Jane Cox McManus 75 
Meek, Myrtle 296 

Meek, Papa 296 

Meek, Ronnie Allan 75 

Meek, Susie 296 

Meeks, Nancy 275 

Meers, Jimmie laDell Payne 333 
Meers, Miss Willie 81 

Meers, Mr. 118 

Meers, Raymond Eugene 333 
Meers, Tammie Leigh 333 
Meers, Terry Lawrence 333 
Meers, Tina Lynn 333 

Meers, Tonja Leanne 333 
Mees, Celestene 300, 416 
Mees, Celestene "Sally" Ann 416 
Mees, Celesting 415 

Mees, Hugo 416 

Mees, Irene Klypas 416 

Mees, Sally 416 

Meirs, Cecelia 52 

Meitzen, Cotton 256 

Meitzen, Jo 256 

Meitzen, Louise 256 

Meitzen, Mary Lee 257 
Meitzen, Mary Meador Lee 256 
Mellick, Elizabeth 437 

Mellon, Carnegie 297 

Melton, Angie 296 

Melton, Angie M. 296 

Melton, Hubert 296 

Melton, Hubert B. 296 

Melton, Judy M. 296 

Melton, Ollie Bell 231 

Melton, Patsy 296 

Melton, Susan Lynn 70 
Menchaca 296 

Menchaca, Antone 296 
Menchaca, Antonio 296 
Menchaca, Antonio G. "Tony" 296 
Menchaca, Bobby 296 
Menchaca, Elvira 443 
Menchaca, Lydia 153, 296 
Menchaca, Lydia Galan 153, 296 
Menchaca, Rachel 296 
Menchaca, Ricky 296 
Menchaca, Rudy 296 
Menchaca, Tony 296 
Mendoza, Josefa 445 
Menefee, Henry Franklin 374 
Menefee, Mary Lucy 374 
Menke, Ruby 379 

Mercer 40, 238 

Mercer, J. L. 256 

Merchant 221 

Merchant, Mrs. S.W. 66 
Merchant, S.W. 66 

Merchants Fast Motor Lines 347 
Merka, Terry 415 

Merrell, Albert 296, 297 
Merrell, Albert L. 296, 297 
Merrell, Albert Lewis 296 
Merrell, Alex 297 

Merrell, Cecilia 297 

Merrell, Cecilia Smith 297 
Merrell, Clara Louise Feller 140 
Merrell, Eugene 297 

Merrell, Louise 140, 141, 296 
Merrell, Marveletta 296 
Merrell, Mr. 296 

Merrell, Mr. J.A. 296 

Merrell, Mrs. 296 

Merrell, Mrs. Albert "Tennie" 296 
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Merrell, Mrs. J.A. 296 

Merrell, Nelda 297 

Merrell, Norene 296 

Merrell, Tennie 296, 297 

Merrell, Tennie C. Johnson 296, 297 

Merrell, Thomas Earl "Tommy" 296, 
297 

Merrell, Tommy 297 

Merrell, Travis 296 

Merritt, Ada Frances 233 

Merritt, Myrtice Annette Alexander’ 33 
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Moyers, Mrs. J.M. 298 
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Mullins, Isaac 7, 79, 80, 225, 448 
Mullins, Juno 319 

Multer, Sedonia 121 
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Murphy, J.G. "Pat" 235, 278 
Murphy, James 30 

Murphy, James Edward 30 
Murphy, James T. 30 

Murphy, James Temple 30 
Murphy, Jodie 47 

Murphy, Jodie Balkum 30 
Murphy, Jodie Myrtle 30 
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Murry, Etta Elmeria 316 

Murry, Etta "Etter" Elmeria 317 

Murry, Etter 317 

Murry, Hardie Sarah 316, 317 

Murry, Hester 316 

Murry, Hester Eliza 55, 316, 317 

Murry, Lena 317 
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Murtishaw, Zella 58, 59 

Musick, Sharon 225 

Musik, Lisa 200 

Musil, Alma 316, 317 

Musil, Edna 316, 317 

Musil, Hilda 316, 317 

Musil, Hulda 290, 317 

Musil, Ignatz 317 

Musil, Ike 317 
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Nail, Mrs. Jimmy “Elaine” 318 
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Naylor, C.C. 278 
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Neal, Elizabeth Fannie Mires 308 

Neal, Elza Mae 407 

Neal, Helen Aylor 27 

Neal, Laura Denise 24 
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Newberry, Betty 196, 266, 320 

Newberry, Betty Lou Marsh 267, 319, 
320 

Newberry, Donna 267 

Newberry, Donna Soileau 319 

Newberry, Ernest Stephen 267, 319 
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Nisbet, Sr., Alexander R. 322 

Nisbet, Sr., Alexander Robinson 321 

Nisbet, Sr., Carl S. 322 

Nisbet, Walker 321, 322 

Nixon, Cherry Kay Dickson 114 
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Noelke, Gretchen 323 

Noelke, Hal 322 

Noelke, Helen 181, 323 

Noelke, Helen Hartgrove 180, 322, 323 

Noelke, Herbert Clayton 322 

Noelke, Jacqueline 322 

Noelke, Jerry 322 

Noelke, John Schneider 322 

Noelke, Jr., H.C. 322 

Noelke, Kennie Homes 322 

Noelke, M.B. "Sonnie" 322 

Noelke, Mamie Emerick 322 

Noelke, Marie 322 

Noelke, Monte 322 

Noelke, Mrs. B.B. 181 

Noelke, Patty 322, 323 

Noelke, Rebecca 322, 323 

Noelke, Robert Scott 323 

Noelke, Ruth 322 

Noelke, Sue 322 

Noelke, Tex 323 

Noelke, Walter Dietrich 322 

Noelke, Walter Montgomery 322 

Noelke, Will 323 

Noelke, William S. 181 
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Phillips, Theresa Lee Schlaudt 376 

Phillips, Thomas 317, 339 

Phillips, Vernon P. 339 

Phillips, Zora 317 

Phinney, Ace 339 

Phinney, Billie 339 

Phinney, Billie Clark 339 

Phinney, Gary 339 

Phinney, George 339 

Phinney, Greg 339, 346 

Phinney, Gregory 339 

Phinney, Gregory Clark 339 

Phinney, Jedi Jo "J.J." 340 

Phinney, Jr., Ace 339 

Phinney, Ken Cone 339 

Phinney, Kenneth Gary 328, 339 

Phinney, Kimberly 339 

Phinney, Kimberly Lou 339 

Phinney, Lillie 26 

Phinney, Lisa Michelle 340 

Phinney, Matt 340 

Phinney, Matthew Ace "Matt" 340 

Phinney, Patsy 339 

Phinney, Patsy Elaine Parmer 328, 339 

Phinney, Patsy Parmer 339 

Phinney, Reba 339 

Phinney, Reba May Prosise 339, 346, 
347 

Phinney, Reba Prosise 339 

Pici, Clementine Pelegrino 147 

Pickens, John Jacob 348 

Pickens, Mary 276 

Pickens, Mary Louise Wilson 348 

Pickens, Sandra 348 

Pickens, Sandra Kay 348 

Pickens, Sandra "Sandy" 348 

Pidgeon, Hannah 86 

Piedfort, Elsie Eggemeyer Bitner 134 

Piedfort, Louis 134 

Pierce, Annie Lee 127 

Pierce, Arthur 340 

Pierce, Arthur Edward 340 

Pierce, Bob 127, 128, 129 

Pierce, Brandy 340 

Pierce, Brandy Michelle 340 

Pierce, Charles 340 

Pierce, Charles Roy 340 

Pierce, Charlie 127 

Pierce, Dora 127, 128, 129 

Pierce, Dorothy 361 

Pierce Fordyce Oil Company 405 

Pierce, Greg 340 

Pierce, Greg Patrick 340 

Pierce, J.W. 127 


Pierce, Janet Kershew 340 

Pierce, Leona McDonald 340 

Pierce, Leona Pearl Logan 286 

Pierce, Leona Pearl "McDonald" 340 

Pierce, Mr. J.W. 127 

Pierce, Mrs. J.\W. 127 

Pierce, R.W. “Bob” 127 

Pierce, Stella 127 

Pike, Zebulon 161 

Pinkerton Detective Agency 439 

Pinkston, Carline 76 

Pinkston, Imogene 293 

Pinkston, Mrs. Columbus "Alma Coral" 
McKinney 293 

Pinson, Clint 354 

Piper 134 

Piper, Anna 340 

Piper, Anna Mae 340 

Piper, Anna Mae "Blakeney" 12 

Piper, Anna Mae Blakney 340 

Piper, August Sr., 12, 340 

Piper, Bessie Elliott Moore 134, 427 

Piper, Floyd 12 

Piper, Linda 340 

Piper, Minnie Rheinhard 340 

Piper, Noma Faye 12, 341 

Piper, Peter 4602 

Piper, William Henry 340 

Pirtle, Mary Elizabeth 447 

Pistole, Jack 334 

Pistole, Jacqulyn 334 

Pistole, Janet 334 

Pistole, Mattie C. 139 

Pistole, Miss Mattie 458 

Pistole, Russell A. 334 

Pistole, Thelma Jean Payne 334 

Pitt, Birdie Pate 329 

Pittilla, John Leslie 172 

Pittilla, Mary Dennise Hagelstein 172 

Pittman, Dorothy "Dottie Wooten 473 

Pittman, Dorothy Lou Wooten 240 

Pittman, Dottie 473 

Pittman, Dottie Wooten 473 

Pittman, Mattie 341 

Pittman, Mattie Lou Irwin 341 

Pittman, Patsy Jean 341 

Pittman, Pitt 341 

Pittman, Tommie 341 

Pittman, Tommie Green Cox 255 

Pittman, Tommie Green Lasater 341 

Pittman, William Bunyan 255 

Pittman, William Bunyan "Pitt" 341 

Pittman, William Harris 341 

Pittman, Willy Bunny 341 

Pitts, John Calvin 344 

Pitts, Patricia 345 

Pitts, Patricia Powers 344 

Pixley, Pam 388 

Pixley, Paul 388 

Pixley, Pauline 388 

Pixley, Pauline Shaw 388 

Pixley, Tim 388 

Pixley, Tom 388 

Plagens, Albina 199 

Plagens, Albina Holik 199 

Plagens, Milton 199 

Plant, Anna May Wilcox 460 

Plaster, Janis Holmes 116 

Platt, Mildred Love 448 

Plott, Audrey 341 

Plott, Coy 342 

Plott, Coy Max 341, 342 

Plott, Dora 341 

Plott, Dora Jane Wright 341, 342 

Plott, Esther Magalene 341 

Plott, Estler M. 341 

Plott, George 341 

Plott, George Auther 341 

Plott, George W. 341 

Plott, George Washington 341, 342 

Plott, LaVada Elvin 341, 342 

Plott, Mariposa 21 

Plott, Max 45, 341, 342 

Plott, Max D. 341 

Plott, Maxie Duel "Max' 341 

Plott, Myra 342 
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Plott, Myra Sue 341, 342 

Plott, Ollie 341 

Plott, Vertis 45, 341, 342 

Plott, Vertis Benton 341 

Plumdee 359 

Plumdee, Ruth Manner 359 

Plumlee, Deborah 109 

Plumlee, Deborah Lynn Decuir 109 

Plumlee, John 109 

Plumlee, John Charles 109 

Plumlee, Rebekah Marie 109 

Plunkett, Nancy 311 

Pocahontas 40, 91, 120 

Pocaset, Mrs. Elmer Clegg 
“Ruthelle” 10 

Poe, Edgar 127 

Poe, Tommie Jean 190 

Poehls, Belinda Mae Dickson 114 

Poehls, Brooke 114 

Poehls, Dorothy 379 

Poehls, Jackie 114 

Poehls, Justin 114 

Pohl 250 

Pohl, Anna 240 

Poirer, Father 464 

Poirier, Edna 124 

Poirier, Eva Eugenie Charest 124 

Poirier, Rudolph 124 

Pokluda, Monsignor 148 

Pokluda, Rt. Rev. Monsignor F.J. 415 

Polk, Sarah Jane 5 

Pollard, Saphroni Rose 419 

Pollard, Susan 418, 419 

Pollard, Susannah 104 

Pollard, Thomas 419 

Pollock, Mrs. 342 

Pollock, Rena (Elliott) 342 

Pollock, Sam 221, 222, 342 

Pollyanna Beauty Shop 224 

Ponca Warehouse 372 

Ponder, Rebecca Lynn 265 

Pool, Mr. Frank 286 

Poor, Sallie Ritter 361 

Poor, William Howard 361 

Pope, Billy 145 

Pope, Claudia Beatrice 264 

Pope, Deborah 436 

Pope, Jimmie Sue Balkum 30 

Pope, She're 185 

Pope, T.D. 30 

Porter 417 

Porter, Benjamin F. 404 

Porter, Cloey Ann 460 

Porter, Delphia 173 

Porter, Lola Naomi Lummus 264 

Porter, Mrs. Craig 14 

Porter, Sabrina 193 

Pose, William Addison 342 

Posey, Anna 342 

Posey, Deanie Mayes 458 

Posey, Fannie Inez Underwood 440 

Posey, Gracie Annie 342 

Posey, Harry 342 

Posey, Isabella Cook Addison 342 

Posey, John 342 

Posey, Leonard 342 

Posey, Luda 458 

Posey, Luda Lee 342, 458 

Posey, Lura Dean "Deanie" 342 

Posey, Lura Dean Mayes 342 

Posey, Mammie 342 

Posey, Miss Pearl 342 

Posey, Mr. 342 

Posey, Pearl 107, 342 

Posey, Violet 342 

Posey, Will A. 458 

Posey, William A. 342 

Posey, William Addison 342 

Posey, William E. 342 

Posey, William Henton 342 

Posey, Willie Mae 342 

Poss, Boyce 341, 342, 343 

Poss, Boyce R. 341, 342, 343 

Poss, Dora 75, 341, 343 

Poss, Dora M. 343 

Poss, Dora Martha 75, 341, 343 

Poss, John James 342 
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Poss, LaVada 341, 342, 343 

Poss, LaVada Elvin Plott 341, 342 

Poss, Martha Delona Ward 342 

Post, Wiley 147 

Postel, Louise 94 

Postel, Philip Heimrich 94 

Potter 132 

Potter, Andrew Jackson "Fightin' 
Parson" 92 

Potter, Clayton L. 84 

Potter, Elizabeth 465 

Potter, Harold Eugene 372 

Potter, Janis Ann Russell Walker 372 

Potter, Jennifer Lynn 446, 447 

Potter, Jewel Carr 84, 393 

Potter, Phoebe Elizabeth 238 

Potter, Rev. A.J. 202 

Potter, Reverend Clayton Loring 393 

Potter, Sherry Williams 446 

Potts, Maxine 357 

Poulson, Dewees Weishuhn 452 

Poulson, John 452 

Poulter Abstract Company 343 

Poulter, Alma Scott 192 

Poulter and Sons, Inc. 343 

Poulter, Charles 343 

Poulter, Charles J. 343 

Poulter, Charles Thornton 343 

Poulter, George 192, 343 

Poulter, George A. 343 

Poulter, George Allen 343 

Poulter, Joan 343 

Poulter, Lorena Wall 343 

Poulter, Margaret 343 

Poulter, Margaret L. 205, 343, 354 

Poulter, Margaret Louise Rector 
343, 354 

Poulter, Mr. 343 

Poulter, Mrs. 343 

Powell 88, 304 

Powell, Amanda Mortimer 150 

Powell, Annabelle 344 

Powell, Belinda Renfroe 264 

Powell, Brian 344 

Powell, Buddy 343 

Powell, C.H. 370 

Powell, Carrie Colleen 344 

Powell, Cindy 344 

Powell, Colleen 344 

Powell, Colleen R. Russell 372 

Powell, Colleen Russell 343 

Powell, Dottie 344 

Powell, Dottie Parker 344 

Powell, Doyle 264 

Powell, Doyle Eugene 264 

Powell, Doyle Franklin 264 

Powell, Elaine 344 

Powell, Elizabeth 344 

Powell, Erin 16 

Powell, Florence 344 

Powell, Frances Adelaide 150 

Powell, Gail Johnson Jones 264 

Powell, George 454 

Powell, Gina 344 

Powell, Hayden 344 

Powell, J.E. 344 

Powell, James Doyle 264 

Powell, Janelle 344 

Powell, Jared "Buddy" 343 

Powell, Jared Russell "Rusty" 344 

Powell, Jeannine Cunningham 264 

Powell, John 344 

Powell, John Ellsworth 273 

Powell, John Lafayette 273 

Powell, Kellye 344 

Powell, Kristen 375 

Powell, Kristen Lee 375 

Powell, Lance 344 

Powell, Lauren 375 

Powell, Lauren Lane 375 

Powell, Lera 344 

Powell, Lt. Lawrence L. 375 

Powell, Madelaine 344 

Powell, Madolyn 297 

Powell, Mary 216 

Powell, Mary Joy 276 

Powell, Mary Joy Mayfield 276 


Powell, Nancy 344 

Powell, Naomi 5 

Powell, Nina Wallace 264 
Powell, Ora Crawford 264 
Powell, Penny Lee 264 
Powell, Pete 344 

Powell, Rusty 344 

Powell, Sam 5, 344 

Powell, Sandra Lane 375 
Powell, Sandra Lane Schantz 375 
Powell, Sherry Elene 264 
Powell, Steven Chester 264 
Powell, Terri 344 

Powell, Terry 344 

Powell, Vauna Jane Wheeler 454 
Powell, Vera 344 

Powell, Vera Alice 73 

Powell, Vera Mauldin 273 
Powell, Virgil 237 

Powell, William "Pete" 344 
Power, Tyrone 417 

Powers, Dorothy 344 

Powers, Dorothy Jean Tinker 344 
Powers, Dr. Jim 344 

Powers, Dr. Rufus L. 344, 394 
Powers, Dr. Rufus Luther 344 
Powers, Jim 344 

Powers, Lona Lee 164 
Powers, Mrs. Dorothy Tinker 344 
Powers, Nancy Jean 344 
Power’s Painless Pincher 344 
Powers, Patricia 344 

Powers, Patricia Ann 344 
Powers, Rufus Luther 344 
Prance, Mrs. Bob 359 

Prater, Brenda Elizabeth 171 
Prater, David Brett 171 

Prater, Eli William, Jr. 171 
Prater, Guy C. 430 

Prater, Paul Douglas 171 
Prater, Pauline Louisa Turn 430 
Prater, Peggy Jo Trammell 171 
Prater, Peggy Trammell 171 
Prather, Donald 75 

Prather, Fay Burgess 75 

Pratt, Minnie Grace 283 

Pratt, Minnie Grace McCrohan 283 
Prentiss, Idella 132 

Prescott 103 

Press 100 

Preston, Frances 165 
Preston, William 460 
Preusser 102 

Preusser, Emma Rowland 327 
Preusser, J.G. 327, 444 
Preusser, Oscar 327 

Prevost, Jessie Ethel Bromfield 260 
Prevost, Joe L. 260 

Price 169, 187 

Price, Annie Lee 345 

Price, Bernice Ruth Revel 359 
Price, Cherylene Pate 328 
Price, Elizabeth Ann "Liz' 269 
Price, Frank 328 

Price, Grace 395 

Price, Irene 363 

Price, Irene Roberts 363 
Price, John Ann 345 

Price, John William 345 
Price, Lula Bell 328 

Price, M.L. 187 

Price, Peggy 6 

Price, Robert S. 328 

Price, Robert Sterling 328 
Price, Robin Sharmane 328 
Price, Ruth 234 

Price, Shellane 328 

Price, Sterling 158 

Price, Will 234 

Price, William Bryan 359 
Price, Willie 234 

Price, Willie Edna Hallmark 345 
Priddy, Ruth McClure 281 
Pridemore, Clara Ackers 337 
Pridemore, Cleve H. 337 
Pridemore, Pauline 337 
Priegon, Fonnie L. 361 


Priegon, Sallie Ritter Poor 361 

Primm, Ann Virginia Caroline Ballard 
215 

Primm, Edward 215 

Primm, Mary Pastora 215 

Prince Ri 350 

Princess Ri 350 

Pringle, Carl G. 345 

Pringle, Clarence W. 345 

Pringle, Eunice Ellen 375 

Pringle, Florence 345 

Pringle, Grover Daniel 345 

Pringle, Juggie Adams 345 

Pringle, Maud Morgan 345 

Pringle, Mrs. W.A. "Victoria" 345 

Pringle, Ora 345 

Pringle, Ora Vivian Underwood 345, 

Pringle, Pearl 345 

Pringle, Victoria 345 

Pringle, Victoria Long 345 

Pringle, W.A. 345 

Pringle, W.L. 345, 375 

Pringle, William A. 345 

Pringle, Willie Lloyd 345 

Pringle, Willie Loyd 345, 346, 375 

Pritchett, Booger Red 17 

Privett 332 

Privett, Alta 346 

Privett, Alta "Lady" 346 

Privett, Booger Red 346 

Privett, Ella 346 

Privett, Johnny 346 

Privett, Lady 346 

Privett, Luther 346 

Privett, Mollie 346 

Privett, Mollie Webb 346 

Privett, Mozelle 347 

Privett, Roy 346 

Privett, S.T. "Booger Red" 332 

Privett, Samuel Thomas 346 

Privett, Thomas "Tommy" 346 

Privett, Tommy 346 

Privitt, Angela Marie 133 

Privitt, Gregory 133 

Privitt, JW. 133 

Privitt, Jeffery Wayne 133 

Privitt, Norma Jean Edwards 133 

Probandt 454 

Probandt & Werst 454 

Probandt Building 465 

Probandt, Felix 479 

Probasco, Abbie Jane 87 

Probasco, Isaac W. 87 

Probst, Lizzie 340 

Proctor, Frances 238 

Professor Justice’s Private School 433 

Proffit, Susan Sneller 239 

Proschk, Mary 317 

Prosise, Clydia 220, 223, 224, 339, 
346, 347 

Prosise, Clydia J. 126 

Prosise, Clydia Johnson 126, 222, 
339, 347 

Prosise, Clydia Johnson Jones 346, 
347 


Prosise, Coleman 347 

Prosise, Eugene 339, 346, 347 
Prosise, Nettie 347 

Prosise, Ragena Day 339, 347 
Prosise, Ralph 347 

Prosise, Reba May 339, 346, 347 
Prosise, Regena Day 346 

Prosise, Rita Kay 339, 346, 347 
Prosise, Ronda Fay 339, 346, 347 
Prost, Patricia 168 

Provine, Julia 376 

Provost, Margaret 90 

Pruett, Othel 361 

Pruitt 3, 85, 347, 392 

Pruitt, Alan 347 

Pruitt, Alice 3, 347 

Pruitt, Alice Isabelle Wakefield 347 
Pruitt, Alice Wakefield 3 

Pruitt, Arnold MccClain 347 

Pruitt, Bailey 347 

Pruitt, Becky Lynn 347 


Pruitt, Belinda Lee 347 

Pruitt, Berta 347 

Pruitt, Berta Ann Reid 347 

Pruitt, Bill 347 

Pruitt, Carol Ranae Payne 332 

Pruitt, Charlene Griffin 165 

Pruitt, Charles 347 

Pruitt, Charles Alan 347 

Pruitt, Charles Boyd 347 

Pruitt, Charles S. Boyd 347 

Pruitt, Dale 347 

Pruitt, Eddie 347 

Pruitt, Elsie 3, 4, 5, 347 

Pruitt, Ethel Joan Houston 347 

Pruitt, Harold Russell 332 

Pruitt, Heather Renae 332 

Pruitt, Herman Harold 332 

Pruitt, James 165 

Pruitt, John 85, 347 

Pruitt, John Houston 347 

Pruitt, John Waters 347 

Pruitt, Joyce 347 

Pruitt, Jr., W.B. "Bill’ 347 

Pruitt, Lola 347 

Pruitt, M.B. 347 

Pruitt, Mary Renae 347 

Pruitt, Melton Bailey 347 

Pruitt, Michael J. 332 

Pruitt, Milton Bailey 347 

Pruitt, Minerva 347 

Pruitt, Minerva Jane 347 

Pruitt, Minerva Jane Naylor 347 

Pruitt, Mozelle Alexander 347 

Pruitt, Mr. 85 

Pruitt, Myra Joan 347 

Pruitt, Myrtle 347 

Pruitt, Myrtle Lee Taylor 347 

Pruitt, Renae 185 

Pruitt, Ruby Dell Elderidge 347 

Pruitt, Thornton Dale 347 

Pruitt, Velma 347 

Pruitt, Verna 347 

Pruitt, W. B. 3 

Pruitt, William B. 347 

Pruitt, William Benjamin 347 

Pruitt, William Benjamin "Bill’ 3 

Pruitt, William Heath 332 

Pruitt, William Loyd 347 

Pruitt-Naylor Cemetery 347 

Przilas, Bernice 382 

Puckett, James Weddell 348 

Puckett, Lee 348 

Puckett, Lee Weddell 348 

Puckitt, Alma Mae Ellis 348 

Puckitt, Casey Lee 348 

Puckitt Drilling and Supply 348 

Puckitt Hardware 348 

Puckitt, Juanita 348 

Puckitt, L.W. 348, 349, 450 

Puckitt, Lane Whitney 348 

Puckitt, Lee Weddell 348 

Puckitt, Little Wood 348 

Puckitt, Sadie 348 

Puckitt, Sadie Juanita 348 

Puckitt, Sadie W. 348, 451 

Puckitt, Sadie Weddell 29, 348, 349, 
450, 451 

Puckitt, Sandra Kay Pickens 348 

Puckitt, Sandra Pickens 348 

Puckitt, Sherry Zynette 348 

Pugh 459 

Pulliam 7, 67, 187, 267 

Pulliam Beauty Shop 224 

Pulliam, M.B. 20, 432, 444, 448 

Pulliam, Mrs. M.B. 222 

Pulliam, Tom 273 

Pulver, Rhoda 442 

Punch, Mazzie Bell 75 

Purcell, Annie 405 

Purcell, Karen 135 

Purkey, Minnie Inez 27 

Puta, Bonnie Rose 359 

Puta, Judith Ann Clayton 359 

Putman, Ruth 392 

Putman, Ruth Inez 383, 392 

Putney, Pauline 94 


Pye, Mary 173 
Q 


Qualls, Matilda J. Wiley 463 
Qualls, Robert Aaron 463 

Quam, Brady Charles 304 
Quam, Cindy Hurt 304 

Quam, David 304 

Quarterman, Rt. Rev. George H. 373 
Quattlebaum, Essie 153 

Queen, Temperance "Tempie" 107 
Quick, Grace 43 

Quick, May Tupper 430, 476 
Quick, Tommy 186 

Quigley, Clara 392 

Quillen, Carolyn Upton 440 
Quinlan, Elizabeth Ann 349 
Quinlan, Mark 349 

Quinlan, Mark Kevin 349 
Quinlan, Mr. Edward G. 349 
Quinlan, Mrs. Edward G. 349 
Quinlan, Roseanna (McDonald) 349 
Quinlan, Roseanna Logan 286 
Quinn, Paul 403, 411 
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R.M. Minton and Son 308 

Ra, Bess 352 

Raas 342 

Rabb, Rex 482 

Rabel, Donna Gayle 341 

Rabel, Gary Wayne 341 

Rabel, Patsy Jean Pittman 341 

Rabel, Tammy Lynn 341 

Rabel, William Patrick 341 

Rabel, Willie Joe 341 

Rabroker, 317 

Rabroker, Theadore 317 

Rabroker, Theresa Halfman 317 

Rabroker, Whilhemina 316 

Rackley, J.J. 154 

Radford Grocery Company 291 

Radford, Mary Jane 424 

Ragland, Dora 482 

Ragsdale 102, 258, 325, 349, 465 

Ragsdale, Addie Short 393 

Ragsdale, Arthur 349 

Ragsdale Auto Company 169, 349 

Ragsdale, Edmund Carter 349 

Ragsdale, Edward 349 

Ragsdale, Elizabeth Calhoun 349 

Ragsdale, George 349 

Ragsdale, Hal 349 

Ragsdale, Helen 349 

Ragsdale, Henry 349 

Ragsdale, Hermoine Mays 349 

Ragsdale, Jr., McArthur Cullen 349 

Ragsdale, M.C. 338, 349 

Ragsdale, Marian 349 

Ragsdale, Marian Jones 349 

Ragsdale, Mary Elizabeth 349 

Ragsdale, Mary Elizabeth Weber 349 

Ragsdale, McArthur Cullen 349 

Ragsdale, Milton McArthur 349 

Ragsdale, Mr. 349 

Ragsdale, Mrs. 349 

Ragsdale, Nellie 362 

Ragsdale, Nellie Roberson 362 

Ragsdale, Sonny 349 

Rahija, Kellie Anne 383 

Rahija, Laura 383 

Rahija, Laura Seitz 392 

Rahija, Michael Austin 383 

Rahija, Michael Lewis 383 

Raibon, Arline Lindsey 349 

Raibon, Artie Mae Clark Sims 349 

Raibon, Hannah Perry 349 

Raibon, James Hennison 349 

Raibon, L.A. 325 

Raibon, Larkin A. 349 

Raibon, Larkin Adolphis 349 

Railsback, James Daniel 34 

Railsback, Martha Ann Tabartha 
Bawcom 34 

Rainey, Benjamin Franklin 408 

Rainey, Cordie Bledsoe 49 


Rainey, David Dale 402 

Rainey, Frank 49 

Rainey, Harry 49 

Rainey, J.L. 351 

Rainey, Jean Thrace Gordon 402 

Rainey, Mrs. Charles Dale 402 

Rainey, Opal Vergie 408 

Rainey, Papa 408 

Rainey, Pernie Bledsoe 49 

Rainey, Ulysses 49 

Rainey, Vergie 408 

Rainey, Vergie Ann Burns 408 

Ramadoss, Balaghurumurthi 350 

Ramadoss, Rajakumari Gopalakrishnan 
350 

Ramadoss, Rajakumari "Raji’ 350 

Ramadoss, Raji 350 

Ramadoss, Vani 350 

Ramadoss, Vithya 350 

Ramirez, Isidra 419 

Ramirez, Leticia 372 

Rampy, Imogene 451, 452 

Ramsey, Allison 185 

Ramsey, Marilyn 185 

Ramsey, Marilyn Heinze 185 

Ramsey, Mary Evelyn 41 

Ramsey, Raylene 113 

Ramsey, Richard 185 

Ramzy, Felicia 221 

Randall 43 

Randhawa, Capt. Ravindar Singh 350 

Randhawa, Marguerite 75, 350, 351, 
403 

Randhawa, Marguerite Bunyard 46, 
74, 350 


Randhawa, Prince Raj Singh Rai “Teenu" 


350 
Randhawa, Ravi 350, 351 
Randhawa, Tennu 350 
Randolph 5, 95, 351 
Randolph Air Force Base 394, 410 
Randolph, Betty Evelyn 351 
Randolph Cooley School 437 
Randolph, John 168 
Randolph, John R. 351 
Randolph, Mr. John R. 351 
Randolph Neighborhood Center 404 
Randolph-Macon 95 
Ransbarger, John Henry 134 
Ransbarger, Sara Ellen Elliott 134 
Ransom, Mrs. Clara 408 
Rappleye, George 351, 431, 434, 465 
Rappleye, George W. 351 
Rappleye, Helen 465 
Rappleye, Mr. 434 
Rappleye, Newton 351, 465 
Rapplye, George W. 247 
Ratcliff, Polly Ann 55 
Rathje 25 
Rathje, Ada 47 
Rathje, C.H. 328 
Rathje farm 73 
Ratliff 40, 351 
Ratliff, Bernice Wilson 268 
Ratliff, Blanche 310 
Ratliff, Carolyn Sue 351 
Ratliff, Evelyn Summy 351 
Ratliff, Gerald Ray 351 
Ratliff, Mary Lucyette 40 
Ratliff, Ray 351 
Ratliff, Robert 40 
Ratliff, William Kent "Skeezix" 351 
Rau, Alyce Forrester 352 
Rau, Amelia 352 
Rau, Amelia Josephine 352 
Rau, Anna Shahan 351 
Rau, Bessie Hallie 352 
Rau, Charles 327, 351, 352 
Rau, Charles Herman 351, 352 
Rau, Charles Herman Il 352 
Rau, Charles Howard 352 
Rau, Charlie 17 
Rau, Charlotte 150, 337, 338, 352 
Rau, Charlotte Louise 352 
Rau, Cora Killinger 351 
Rau, Florence 352 
Rau, Florence Fiola 352 


Rau, Frances Mae 352 

Rau, Gertrude 352 

Rau, Gertrude Ann Rowland 352 

Rau, Gertrude LaVerne 352, 436 

Rau, Gertrude Rowland 327, 352 

Rau, Jean Benge 352 

Rau, John 352 

Rau, John Albert 352 

Rau, Lewis 352 

Rau, Lewis Benjamin 352 

Rau, Louisa Catherine Friebele 150, 
351 

Rau, Lula 352 

Rau, Lula Alberta Sarah 352 

Rau, Mary Jeanne 352 

Rau, Mr. 351 

Rau, Mr. Charles 436 

Rau, Mrs. 351, 352 

Rau, Mrs. Charles 436 

Rau, Rosa 352 

Rau, Rose Clare 352 

Rau, Samuel Walter 352 

Rau, Sr., Mrs. C. H. 150 

Rau, Walter 352 

Rau, William 352 

Rau, William Charles Edward 352 

Rawlings 352 

Rawlings, Albert 21 

Rawlings, Alice 352, 353 

Rawlings, Alice Marian 352 

Rawlings, C.T. 247 

Rawlings, Caren Chaney 352 

Rawlings, Carter 352 

Rawlings, Carter T. 352 

Rawlings, Carter Thomas 352 

Rawlings, Catherine 21 

Rawlings, David 352 

Rawlings, David R. 353 

Rawlings, David Robert 352 

Rawlings, Elizabeth "Beth" 352 

Rawlings, Frank 352, 482 

Rawlings, Frank Cone 352 

Rawlings, Joe 21 

Rawlings, John 352 

Rawlings, John Edward 352 

Rawlings, Kary Ann Wilshusen 353 

Rawlings, Lora 353 

Rawlings, Lora M. 352 

Rawlings, Lora M. Humble 352 

Rawlings, Lora Mae 24 

Rawlings, Lora Mae Humble 352 

Rawlings, Marian 352 

Rawlings, Paul 352 

Rawlings, Paul T. 352 

Rawlings, Paul Thomas 352 

Rawlings, Rebecca Ann 353 

Rawlings, Russell Paul 352 

Rawlings, Ruth 352 

Rawlings, Ruth A. Cone 352 

Rawlings, Ruth Adele Cone 352 

Rawlings, Ruth Alice 352 

Rawlings, Sallie 321 

Rawlings, Sallie Minerva 321 

Rawlings, Thomas C. 352 

Rawlings, Thomas Carter 352 

Rawlings, Tom 352 

Rawlins, Minnie 81 

Rawls, F. W. 101 

Rawls, Ida May 177 

Rawls, J.D. 92 

Rawls, Jim DeCalb 177 

Rawls, Minnie Ada Dunn 177 

Rawls, Mr. 177 

Rawls, Tommy 362 

Ray 27, 100, 292, 334, 353, 413 

Ray, Abie 117 

Ray, C.H. 353 

Ray, Charles Harvey 353 

Ray, Charley 353 

Ray, Charley Hampton 353 

Ray, Clair D. 353 

Ray, Clara Alice Leuszler 268 

Ray, Cynthia Ann 232 

Ray, Dr. Clifford 33 

Ray, Gilbert Lester 353 

Ray, Helen 292, 353 

Ray, Joan Barron 33 
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Ray, Johnny Wade 353 

Ray, Karen 33 

Ray, Kent 33 

Ray, Mabel Smith 334 

Ray, Mable 353 

Ray, Mable Clair 353 

Ray, Mable Clair Smith 353 

Ray, Morris Wilson 353 

Ray, Mrs. Abe 117 

Ray, Sr., C.H. 334 

Ray, Willie Mae "Bill’ 334, 335 

Ray, Willie Mae 353 

Rayburn, Doris 154 

Rayburn, Martha Ellen 92 

Rayburn, Martha Ellen "Mattie" 92 

Raye, Tivi 153 

Raymer, Martha Ann 24 

Raynor, Amanda Rene 397 

Raynor, Charles E. 397 

Raynor, Janis Carter 397 

Raynor, Jessica Noel 397 
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